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INTRODUCTION  

 

28 Oct 2015 

What follows is an in-depth investigation into Japanôs biological and chemical weapons programs dating from 1928 

to 1945. A second edition, it consists at this time as a updating and edit of the original. Some loose ends were 

tightened up, some new data investigated 

 

This document was created to improve overall clarity into the pre-war and wartime Japanese biological and 

chemical warfare programs. An investigation, the effort is based upon the following of information; threads, where 

one thread is followed through single document gaining additional hints and clues which lead to the gathering of 

additional data through follow-on research 

 

It is not the purpose of this document to tell the known story of the Japanese biological and chemical weapons 

program in different words. The central idea behind the effort that follows was to identify through documents, 

articles and publications, primary and secondary sources, the various units that made up the Japanese biological and 

chemical weapons programs. A secondary purpose became a desire to develop a single source of known information 

useful to researchers, one that more fully develops the known information contained over several sources, into one 

source 

 

The document originated as an effort to track and identify all known units, subunits, facilities and installations 

associated with Japanôs biological warfare program; which accounts in part for its current tilt toward biological 

warfare 

 

According to the historical information available, an epidemic prevention and water purification unit was reported to 

have accompanied each Japanese army division deployed. During the period of Japanese expansion across Pacific 

Asia and World War II (WWII), Japan raised 223 divisions. Not all were deployed abroad, but the number does 

suggest that there were many more epidemic prevention and water purification units than have been previously 

identified or reported. While the largest of these units; Unit 100 and Unit 731 are relatively well-known; and Units 

1856 and 9420 have been identified; the programôs smaller components remain for the most part unidentified and 

unrecorded. Such units were ultimately an important part of the overall Japanese biological warfare program. They 

were deployed across the Japanese Empire 

 

Once engaged, the basic idea remained, but the project grew to include answering such questions as: ñWho was 

involved?ò ñWhere did an event take place?ò ñWho was in charge?ò ñWhat military units were involved?ò ñWhere 

were these units located?ò This document attempts to answer those and other questions 

 

There was no intent to develop new information from this research, though it does. These insights are presented as a 

list of Key Points 

 

Over time, this document will continue to grow and expand as new research methods will be developed and addition 

research will reveal more names, incidents and locations. The work remains ñincompleteò 
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CAVEATS:  

 

Where possible the lines and words contained herein are as they were found in existing publications, and are 

footnoted to the location where that line was copied to give its author full credit 

Due to the liberal use of footnotes to source the materials used, quotation marks are rarely used 

Where information can be found in several different locations independently, no footnote is used 

A full bibliography of sources used is presented at the end of this document 

Readers are encouraged to fully access these sources 

 

In conducting this research some caveats; warnings and cautions apply. Additional caveats may apply and readers 

are encouraged to submit additional suggestions 

 

Caveats:  

Nearly seventy years have passed since the Japanese biological warfare program was terminated through the 

invasion of Manchuria by forces of the USSR, US forces occupying Japan, and Chinese forces occupying formerly 

Japanese controlled territory in China 

We are forced to look at the program from the distance of time 

 

The documentation surrounding the Japanese biological warfare is incomplete for numerous reasons some of which 

include: 

Japanese documents captured and held by forces of the former USSR remain largely unavailable and 

untranslated 

This includes records of the Khabarovsk War Crimes Trials held in 1949 

Documents held in the US National Archives while publicly available, remain scattered through numerous 

record groups and boxes 

While many such documents have been identified, it is likely that the location of many such documents 

remain unknown 

At the end of WWII, all Japanese military and many civilian industrial concerns were ordered to destroy all 

current documents and others then in archive 

Many Japanese disobeyed the order 

Occasionally documents stored for decade make their way back into public 

Though some documents have been released, the full status of documents held in the Peopleôs Republic of 

China remains undetermined 

Documents related to the Japanese biological warfare are still being discovered in China, much of East, 

Pacific, and Southeast Asia 

 

The Cold War (1947?-1991) has had an adverse impact on availability of information, its translation and acceptance.  

Cold War jargon is often found among post-WWII translations such as the terms; ñJapanese War of 

Aggression,ò ñimperialism,ò etc,. 

 

The Japanese government has historically sought to downplay the past in all areas of the war and pre-war period; 

further limiting the amount of information available concerning its biological warfare program 

The Japanese government and its military destroyed much of its official and archived documents in the days 

immediately following its surrender on 15 Aug 1945, leaving history with few official records to review. 

Because so many documents were destroyed by the Japanese at the end of the war, only a small window of 

official information exists which permits a view into the program 

 

Some of the people, places and events listed in this document may not have been directly involved with Japanôs 

biological warfare program 

 

Due to its nature, the threads surrounding available information can leave a reader with a false impression of the 

number of units and people associated with Japanôs BW program 

Some of the people, places and events listed in this document may not have been directly involved with Japanôs 

biological warfare program 
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The information discussed herein is simply that; information, and not evidence 

 

Any opinions expressed within the document are those of the author 

 

This document was built with the assumption that its readers would have some understanding of Japanôs biological 

and chemical warfare programs prior to their use of the information contained herein 

 

The attached document only pertains to WWII, is primarily titled toward the Japanese biological warfare program 

and is mainly concerned with Japanese biological warfare before and during WWII 

 

Not all documents listed in the bibliography have been fully exploited 

 

Research against Japanôs biological and chemical weapons programs continues 

 

Much is made about the lack of US investigation into this subject immediately after the end of WWII. It should be 

understood that the postwar Japanese military and government went to extreme efforts to hide the achievements and 

nature of their biological warfare program. Almost a year passed from the end of the war until US investigators 

began to stumble upon, and understand the size of Japanôs program and its breadth. By the time US investigators 

realized the truth, the war had been over one year; the Japanese had that much time to bury the past 
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DEFINITIONS  

Vivisection: 

Definition: the cutting of or operation on a living animal usually for physiological or pathological investigation; 

broadly: animal experimentation especially if considered to cause distress to the subject. Under the Japanese 

biological warfare program, humans were often used in-lieu of animals 
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KEY POINTS:  

 

Apparently, for security purposes, the names of the units involved, their operational and military unit designations, 

their unit numbers, were regularly changed through military orders. Few official names were in use for more than 

five years or so before being modified. These name changes increased the level of difficulty encountered by 

researchers attempting to track information, which might escape the security practices that surrounded the biological 

and chemical weapons programs: more especially the biological warfare program 

 

Such practices later confused historians as they attempted to track a unit by one of its many names, yet relied upon 

in their research. For example, someone researching the Tama Unit should understand that at some point, that name 

officially ceased to be used. The name, ñTama Unitò eventually evolves to become ñUnit 1644.ò The unit was also 

referred to as ñUnit 1644 Manchuriaò and the ñCentral China Anti-Epidemic Water Supply Unitò 

 

It should be understood that in the initial phases of the US Occupation of Japan those investigating the war years had 

little understanding or suspicions about a Japanese biological warfare program. The lack of previous knowledge 

about a Japanese biological warfare program allowed the Japanese military and civilian institutions previously 

involved to dispose of incriminating information and develop cover stories to obfuscate US scrutiny 

 

Though these name changes were apparently official, it did not stop those assigned to an organization from referring 

to the unit using its original, second, third, etc., names in their official communications or post-war interviews. 

Original members of a unit such as Unit 731 might refer to the unit by its oldest name. Newer members might only 

refer to the unit by the name it had when they arrived. Persons, who were assigned to the unit for some period of 

time and then rotated to another unit and interviewed decades later, will usually refer to the unit by the name it bore 

when they were assigned 

 

To gather the complete story, all known or suspect names must be tracked. While the number of names, locations, 

organizations and events contained herein is large, there are undoubtedly other names that have yet to be recovered. 

Writers, relying on word variety in an attempt to entertain readers have furthered confused the history of these 

programs as they often use, and intersperse throughout their writings, any of several known names of a unit 

believing they were interchangeable, or acronyms and labels of their creation to ease their audience along. The 

known names of a unit are not interchangeable and only refer to that unit officially, over a set, or defined period of 

time 

 

As words in any language can be misinterpreted or sometimes translated into several different spellings, entries 

appear for each known spelling identified; even though it might easily appear to refer to an individual already listed 

 

Where possible, the various names and their different spellings are cross referenced to one and another. Any 

information found under an individual spelling should be found only under that spelling. The author takes no credit 

for the various spellings given. Some assumptions were made where necessary regarding the order and presentation 

of the name given and in many cases may actually be wrong. Corrections, with a source, are welcomed 

 

The reference to personal names in many works is often appalling, and though this work attempts to correct that 

error, using surname first; it to falls short. In some works, surnames are used with no given name provided. When 

military servicemen are mentioned, rank often replaces the use of given names ï permanently. Some works follow 

the Asian practice of surname followed by given name; some apparently follow no rules whatsoever 

 

Place-, family-, and organizational-names given are as they were found in the various articles, books and documents 

researched. An effort to present the names as they would appear according to cultural prerogatives has been made 

with family names being given first for all Chinese, Japanese and Korean names, and last for those that follow 

Western norms. While efforts have been made to present names correctly, the overall unfamiliarity of the author 

with the Japanese and Chinese languages has undoubtedly resulted in many mistakes and errors. Readers are 

encouraged to submit corrections, additions and updates 

 

It is believed from this research that the Japanese biological warfare program, for operational security purposes was 

heavily compartmented and operated on a ñneed to knowò basis. Simultaneously however, Japanese security 

practices were never uniformly enforced between facilities, within a single unit, or within a single program. What a 
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person knew about their own organization and other existing units depended largely upon the unit where that person 

served; who they worked for, and their position within the unit. As a rule of thumb, the longer a person served at a 

single facility, the more they knew about their own unit. Persons employed long-term at a facility knew more about 

their unit and the existence of other units than did a recent or new arrivals 

 

Unit 731 was not the Japanese biological warfare program: Unit 731 is simply the one Japanese unit within the 

Japanese biological warfare program that we as historians know the most about. This is primarily due to the fact that 

after the war, when information concerning Japanôs clandestine biological warfare program came to the attention of 

the office of the Supreme Allied Commander ï Pacific (SCAP); that information centered on General Ishii ShirǾ and 

Unit 731. US and Allied investigating officers centered their investigation on Ishii ShirǾ and Unit 731. Though they 

eventually turned up information on Unit 100 and several other units involved in the program, they made no effort to 

diagram or investigate the entire program. Over the decades since information about the Japanese biological warfare 

program was made public, writers and researchers of sensational tales have tended to lump all information about 

Japanôs biological warfare program into Unit 731. This has also resulted in the unfortunate tendency of all those 

searching for information concerning Japanese biological warfare testing on POWs to probably look in the wrong 

place, Unit 731 

 

Unit 731 was the common name of a clandestine element of Japanôs Manchuria-based Kwantung Army. Its official 

name at its conception was the Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply Department of the Kwantung Army. The 

leader of the unit was Lieutenant-General Ishii ShirǾ. The unit grew to represent the industrial-scale organization 

that became the biological weapon research arm of the Japanese Imperial Army in Manchuria, and by the beginning 

in the late 1930s, was referred to as the Ishii Network 

 

Contrary to security practices, the existence of the program was widely known throughout the Japanese civilian 

medical community. In Japanese medical circles, the existence of the program was an open secret, everyone knew. 

The staff of Unit 731 regularly shipped organs, body parts, and tissue samples to the Tokyo Army Medical College 

for further analysis. Once these samples began to arrive in Tokyo, Japanese scientists were quick to figure out what 

was taking place in Beiyinhe 

 

Each place name, personal name, event, etc., uncovered through this research is documented. A fi le is created for 

each entry 

 

The process used in this document improves connections, reveals extended detail and uncovers additional persons, 

places, and events. Though approaching 1000 pages in length, the effort as it stands is fledgling at best. Much work 

remains to be done 

 

Entries are footnoted as to origin where few sources for that information are available 

 

The information contained herein requires continued and additional examination 

 

Less than two dozen books in English have been produced about Japanôs biological and chemical warfare programs. 

There are few English language translations of Chinese efforts to document these programs 

 

Most Western works, when examined in detail, reveal a lack of serious scholarship: Sources are loosely thrown 

about; time lines are inconsistent; place and personal names are often inaccurate or suffer from bad translation. 

Many of these works discuss unknown units that are believed to have existed and incidents that are believed to have 

occurred; with surprisingly little supporting evidence presented to validate their mention. Many of the units 

discussed in these works did exist, however in some cases units are presupposed to have existed from a loose 

definition of population, city size or other rationale; suggestive of where a unit should have existed, when one did 

not 

 

Many Western works devote their bulk not to investigating Japanôs various weapons-of-mass destruction programs 

but in condemning the US for its actions in acquiring the results of these Japanese programs in the aftermath of 

WWII, the early years of the blossoming Cold War. Such works suggest a hidden agenda 
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Condemnation of the US deal to trade immunity from war crimes prosecution to Japanese scientists involved in their 

nationôs biological warfare program, and the actual program itself is misplaced, and in part represents an effort of 

present-day Japanese, or inept authors to shift blame and obfuscate issues. The Japanese biological and chemical 

warfare programs and the US effort to acquire the results thereof are entirely different issues. US guilt for its part 

rests in a desire to acquire data horrifically developed by the Japanese military, in the early days of the Cold War. 

Bacteriological war crimes represented a highly sensitive and multifaceted postwar issue which resisted simple 

solutions 

 

Though one action rests upon the other, the Japanese program itself took place independent of any prior US 

responsibility. Little mentioned in these works is the fact that the Soviet Union, Nationalist and Communist Chinese 

also traded immunity from prosecution to Japanese war criminals in return for knowledge and insight into Japanôs 

chemical and biological warfare programs 

 

No mention is made of the fact that at any point before, during and after the war, the Japanese themselves could 

have tried their own war criminals if desired, but didnôt. Japan was legally capable of investigating, charging and 

bringing to trial any of the scientists and soldiers involved in its biological and chemical weapons program, but over 

the course of the post-war era, that nation chose to ignore the issue. As the Soviet war crimes trials at Khabarovsk 

and the Chinese Shenyang War Crimes Trials proved, the US never bore sole responsibility for bringing Japanôs 

biological warfare program to justice. The Nationalist government of China also conducted limited prosecutions of 

Japanôs biological warfare specialists captured after the war 

 

Investigations in Japanôs biological warfare program are vastly impeded as there were no survivors of the program 

to provide witness to its various operations. Any persons subject to the program who survived the end of the war in 

Aug 1945 were exterminated 

 

Medical ethics were not an important subject in pre-war Japan and most schools did not offer courses on the subject, 

nor was the Hippocratic Oath emphasized to graduating doctors 

 

Human experimentation begins shortly after Japan occupies Chinese Manchuria in 1932 

 

Through the 1930s germ warfare was believed to be cheap in terms of budget expenditure and the raw materials 

necessary for success. Biological warfare was frightening to governments and the population in general. 

Governments believed that under the right conditions, biological warfare could be extremely effective at killing 

large numbers of people and causing social disruption. Germ warfare was also largely deniable; most attacks could 

be hidden behind natural outbreaks of other diseases. Secondary and tertiary infections could be strategically 

important as hospitals and healthcare systems became overburdened 

 

Japanôs earliest biological warfare facility, known as the Zhongma Fortress located in Beiyinhe, was forced to end 

its work in 1934 after a prison break threatened to reveal the secrets surrounding the facility to the local public. 

Beiyinhe was razed in 1935 

 

Japanôs biological warfare program was a clandestine effort and not a covert effort 

 

Japanôs biological and chemical weapons program were likely to have been a consideration in its decision to launch 

a war against the US and Britain. Japan had war gamed its advance south in 1940. The results of its war game 

showed that Japan would either lose or begin to lose the war by 1943. According to their war games the war in the 

Pacific would end with the USSR invading Manchuria. An effective WMD that was nearly ready for use could have 

been a mitigating factor in favor of their pro-war factions 

 

The Japanese located their ñfixedò or ñpermanent sites,ò in remote areas of the Empire, most notably in Manchuria, 

making access to, and postwar examination of the sites difficult 

 

Information concerning Japanôs biological warfare program begins to appear in US intelligence communications as 

early as 1943. The problem of intelligence-collecting on the subject of Japanôs various weapons-of-mass destruction 

was complex: The Japanese tightly controlled knowledge of their program from the world outside the Empire. Allied 

analysts dismissed Japan as a credible threat in-part due to racism, even though they possessed reports that Japan 



© 2014 Dwight R. Rider        14 November 2018 

3rd Edition 

was capable of producing bio-weapons. Much of the information collected against Japanôs bacteriological warfare 

program before the occupation of Japan was derived from Allied intelligence communications intercepts; which at 

the time were considered biased, and hence, dismissed. Language, the lack of competent and qualified Allied 

interpreters and translators already overburdened by the need for tactical intelligence, further inhibited intelligence 

collection and analysis. Geographic distance also played a part in the lack of Allied intelligence on Japanôs 

biological and chemical warfare programs as collection assets and deployable technologies were limited. Lack of 

access to Japanese controlled rear areas further limited collections 

 

In the first two to three years of its operation, what became known as Unit 731 was staffed by approximately three 

hundred people, only fifty of whom were doctors. Private sector medical researchers from universities and other 

institutions were heavily involved in the program. By 1936, the organization had grown to about one thousand 

members. It has been estimated that by the end of the war, Unit 731 facilities and branches alone employed an 

estimated twenty thousand doctors, researchers, and support personnel. It is likely that as all of its units were never 

fully investigated that Japanôs biological warfare program was much larger than present estimates admit. During the 

evacuation Unit 731 in Aug 1945 it had on-staff 53 Ikan (medical officers) who possessed a doctorate degree. Not 

all assigned to the unit knew the scope of the unitôs work 

 

The staff of Unit 731 was sworn to secrecy due to the nature of their work with human subjects and to absolve the 

emperor of any culpability. Not all assigned to the unit knew the entire scope of the unitôs work 

 

More is known about Unit 731 than any other Japanese biological warfare unitéit may not have been the most 

important part of the program 

 

When US investigators finally became fully aware of Japanôs biological warfare human testing program, they were 

first introduced to Unit 731 and only later became aware of Unit 100. Knowledge of the subunits of these two units 

and all other units followed only later, after US investigators had assumed they had full knowledge of Japanôs 

program. Most of the early US investigation concentrated on Unit 731, and then shifted toward Unit 100 only when 

the existence of the unit was revealed. Postwar US investigators did not explore the entirety of Japanôs biological 

warfare program only Unit 731 and Unit 100. Major portions of Japanôs overall program went undetected and was 

never acknowledged 

 

At least one post-war US investigator was offered a bribe by Japanese officials to downplay revelations about its 

biological warfare program. That investigator ignored the bribe. Other US officials in similar positions may not have 

possessed the moral fortitude required to have withstood the offer 

 

The exact number of subordinate units which operated under Ishii, or made up Japanôs biological warfare program 

remains unclear. Many were small and obscure subunits, like Unit 200. Some of the smaller units also had subunits. 

Each unit was usually subdivided into teams of researchers investigating any number of subjects. Each focused on 

producing a different kind of pathogen. Unit 731 for example is known to have supported the following known 

teams and possibly others whose identity remain unknown 

Aki Sadahan Team ï Dysentery Research 

Ejima Team ï Dysentery Research 

Enoshima Team ï Frostbite Research 

Ida Team ï X-ray Research 

Ishikawa Team ï Anthrax Research 

Kasahara Team ï Viral Research 

Kusa-mihan Team ï Pharmacological Research 

Minatohan Team ï Cholera Research 

Niki Team ï Serum Research 

Noguchi Team ï Rickettsia flea Research 

Okamoto Team ï Tuberculosis Research 

Ota team ï Plague Research 

Setogawa Team ï Cholera. 

Tabei Team ï Typhoid 1 

                                                           
1 Barenblatt, Daniel. A Plague upon Humanity. 2004 
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Takahashi Team ï Insect Study 

Tanabe Team ï Pathology Research 

Tanaka Team ï Typhus Research 

Utsumi Team ï Pathology Research 

Yoshimura Team ï Bacteria Research 

 

None of the lower-level Imperial Japanese Army water purification units identified as deployed across Japanôs 

Pacific Empire are absolutely known to have performed biological warfare tests against subjects of the local 

populace or captured military personnel within their area of assignment, but it is likely that they did to some degree. 

The program loomed too large within the higher headquarters of the Japanese Army, and was too liberal in its 

willingness to sacrifice human life through unnecessary experiments to preclude some overeager subordinate unit 

from conducting a series of experiments of local design. In short, there were few controls exercised in the sacrifice 

of human life in the pursuit of pure science. Much of what was accomplished, was not science 

 

It is likely that any Japanese Army doctors assigned to lower echelon units would have been familiar with the 

overall Japanese biological warfare program, or a product of its various training programs. Such training did take 

place. Sato Shunji noted at his trial in Khabarovsk that over a three-year period, 1941ï1943, the detachment, 

ñtrained about 300 bacteriologists with the object of employing them in bacteriological warfareò however rosters of 

the graduates and their eventual postings remain lost or have yet to be revealed 2 

 

The maximum number of personnel physically present at Unit 731 in Ping Fan, Manchuria at any single time is 

believed to be about 3900 people 

 

In the early years of the program the Japanese used communist partisans, ordinary criminals, political dissidents and 

mentally ill peasants mostly in the area of Mukden as the subjects of bacteriological warfare testing. When these 

groups were depleted, victims were taken from local population of poor and homeless Chinese 

 

The total number of Army troops assigned to the various epidemic prevention water supply units throughout the 

Army has been previously estimated to have numbered about five thousand people. It is likely that the Japanese 

biological warfare program in its entirety was much larger than currently believed. Upwards of 20,000 Japanese may 

have been associated with the program 

 

According to the 2002 International Symposium on the Crimes of Bacteriological Warfare, it is estimated 580,000 

people died in biological warfare attacks staged by the Imperial Japanese Army and its human experimentation 

programs 

 

The known Japan biological warfare attacks that were launched against China do not appear to have been 

sufficiently concentrated to be effective nor were their aftereffects controllable, suggesting that a pathogen, once 

delivered, produced unreliable results 

 

During the war in China, the Japanese are believed to have deployed chemical weapons 2,091 times in 77 counties 

across 14 Chinese provinces 

 

Vivisections were performed on prisoners infected with various diseases. Japanese scientists performed invasive 

surgery on prisoners, removing organs to study the effects of disease on the human body. Such surgeries were 

conducted while the patients were alive because the Japanese scientists and doctors felt that the decomposition 

process after death, would affect results. The infected and vivisected prisoners included men, women, children and 

infants. Vivisections were also performed on pregnant women, sometimes impregnated by doctors with the fetus 

removed 

 

More than 95 percent of the people who perished at the Ping Fan camp were Chinese, Korean and Mongolian 

nationals; civilian and military. The remaining 5 percent of the victims are believed to have been South East Asians 

and Pacific Islanders, taken from occupied areas then under the control of the Empire of Japan. A small number of 

                                                           
2 Materials on the Trial of former Servicemen of the Japanese Army charged with Manufacturing and Employing Biological Weapons. Foreign 
Languages Publishing House. Moscow. 1950 
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Allied prisoners-of-war (POW) are also believed to have been used in experiments. All known Allied POWs killed 

by Japanôs biological warfare program were citizens of the former Soviet Union. The possible use of British and US 

prisoners-of-war remains a subject of heated debate 

 

Epidemic prevention and water purification units, Japanese biological warfare subunits, were collocated with Allied 

POWs along the Thai-Burma Railroad (TBR) during its construction phase. One such unit was also assigned to 

Camp OôDonnell, on the island of Luzon in the Philippines in the months following the collapse of US-Philippine 

defense forces on the Bataan Peninsula. There is no evidence that these units introduced biological pathogens into 

the POW camp populations 

 

These Japanese biological warfare subunits are believed to have been ordered into the area of the TBR and 

Camp OôDonnell by Japanese commanders as an afterthought, and are not believed to have launched attacks 

along the rail line or the POW camp 

 

The number of Allied POWs who succumbed to disease during their captivity and the often unexplained 

outbreak of diseases such as Cholera at various times in camps should remain worrisome as to its origin 

 

It is likely, that if Allied POWs were tested upon and vivisected, these POWs were removed from the area where 

they were captured in the early days of the war, and were never reported as held in a POW camp. These men could 

have been taken prisoner in the Philippines, Malaysia, China or the Dutch East Indies 

 

If British or American servicemen were the subject of experiments it is likely that Unit 100 directed the testing 

 

The term ñmarutaò (logs), used by Unit 731 a soldier to refer to their human experimental materials, grew out of the 

Japanese need to dehumanize their victims, and was never an officially approved term developed by the leadership 

of the Japanese biological warfare program 

 

Available information suggests that those experimented on by Japanôs biological warfare program were primarily 

men and almost always under forty years of age 

 

Veterans of Unit 731 report that the longest a maruta would generally survive at the facility was four to six months, 

although there are reports of victims living longer; in some cases these inmates were women and children. In general 

terms, the life expectancy of a person entering the Japanese facility was no more than 30 days 

 

Japanôs biological warfare program was the worldôs first scientifically organized, industrial-scale germ warfare 

program in history. Unit 731 itself was an example of large-scale, industrial-sized experimentation unit. Its smaller 

branches provided auxiliary support and conducted experiments of their own design. Industrial level experiments 

included testing poison gas and germ warfare on prisoners, and conducting field experiments with those same agents 

and gases. Japanôs Army expanded its biological warfare research and operations programs throughout China and 

into other Asian nations as it advanced across a region extending from Manchuria to the Celebes, Burma into the 

Pacific Ocean region 

 

Human experimentation took place all across the empire of Japan with different degrees of frequency and scale 

 

Neither Japan nor the wartime Allies allege the use of biological warfare outside of the Chinese mainland. 

Biological warfare units; referred to as Water Supply and Purification Units, were found at several locations 

throughout Pacific and Southeast Asia during the war to include Guadalcanal and Okinawa 

 

Desires not to expand the war in the Pacific to include the regular use of biological agents on both sides 

probably accounts for the lack of or reporting on the subject by Allied intelligence units and its medical 

authorities 

 

Many of the same diseases known to be tested by the Japanese appeared in natural settings across the war zone 

 

Short of major casualties across a specific area over a short period of time, it is doubtful that any outbreak of a tested 

disease would have been noticed in the confusion of a major battlefield or attributed to biological warfare 
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One such incident, consisting of an outbreak of scrub typhus, did occur near immediately after the invasion of 

Sansapor during the battle for New Guinea. The epidemic began when US forces occupied several partially 

cleared areas near Mar Village. The first soldier reported ill to the hospital on 6 Aug 1944. The epidemic began 

to rapidly develop in the days that followed. By 11 Aug there were 135 cases; by 30 September, 931 men lay 

hospitalized. One of the earliest cases was the 1st Infantry Regiment Commander, Colonel Privett. Several other 

key officers were also infected. Forward hospitals rapidly filled with ill soldiers. Two weeks into the epidemic, 

the hospital case rate was more than 900 per thousand per year; the highest case rate among all causes in the 

American Army in any theater of the war for a single incident. Scrub typhus was a biological weapon studied 

and developed by the Japanese Army. Rumors were rampant that it was indeed a biological warfare attack, but 

there is no evidence to support the allegation. The incident continues to be debated 3 

 

Most weapons testing of biological and chemical against human targets were conducted at the Anda (Anta) Field 

Test Site, also known as Anda Airfield, located 140 kilometers north of Harbin. Testing at Anda began as early as 

Jun 1941 when Unit 731 tested plague-infested flea bombs on humans. The victims were tied to stakes and used as 

targets to test germ-releasing bombs, chemical weapons and explosive bombs. The Anda site is known to have tested 

plague, anthrax and to have conducted frostbite experiments. The Anda site was destroyed by the Japanese as they 

attempted to evacuate Manchuria in 1945 

 

Unit 100, commanded by Jiro Wakamatsu, focused on different type of biological warfare ï extermination of 

animals and crops by disease and inducing famine by artificial creation of shortage of food 

 

Those Japanese who were at Unit 731 at the end of the war and their families departed Ping Fan for Pusan, Korea by 

train. Some Japanese at Ping Fan took their own lives when the Emperor announced the surrender or in the days 

immediately thereafter. Only a few were captured by the Soviet army 

 

In the days of its destruction, some of the buildings at Ping Fan, built of heavy concrete, resisted a simple dynamite 

explosion. Unit members loaded ñeighty Ford trucksò with ñ50 kg bombsò and rammed them into the buildings. 

Even bombs could not eliminate all traces of the facility and remnants of the facilities remain to this day 

 

Though often repeated, there is no evidence that Ishii ShirǾ ever visited the US during the post-war era; briefed US 

personnel or worked at Fort Detrick. At the end World War II, Ishii ShirǾ born in 1892, would have been 63 years 

old. At the time of his supposed relocation to Fort Detrick, Maryland during the Korean War, Ishii would have been 

nearly 70 years old 

 

There is to date, no evidence that the Japanese biological warfare research program was ever under the control of the 

Japanese Armyôs military police, the Kenpeitai. None of the funds known to have supported the Japanese biological 

warfare research program were ever funneled through Japanôs Kenpeitai or its offshoot organizations 

 

Unit 731 was believed to have never perfected a biological pathogen delivery system. However these early 

assessments, based upon the perceived lack of Japanese knowledge of freeze drying technologies may be inaccurate. 

Coordinated efforts to downplay the history of Japanôs program by those involved may account for the reported lack 

of success in developing a pathogen delivery system 

 

There is no evidence to support allegations that the US relied on Unit 731 scientists to launch BW attacks on North 

Korea during the Korean War or that the US ever deployed such weapons on the Korean Peninsula. Post-WWII US 

investigation into the Japanese biological warfare program concluded in 1945 that America was far ahead of the 

Japanese program does little to explain why the US, during the Korean War, would have needed former members of 

Unit 731 to wage effective biological warfare on the Korean Peninsula. The release of former Soviet and Chinese 

archives reveal that the leadership in Moscow and Peking were largely misled about the validity of reported US 

biological warfare attacks by the North Korean regime of Kim Il Sung. Biological weapons require special handling 

from production to filling, arming to deployment; no evidence exists of such handling operations being implemented 

at any US bases in Korea or Japan that would support accusations of the use of biological warfare by the US during 

the Korean War. Kimôs effort to spread this tale appears to be entirely political in origins 

                                                           
3 Peterson, Robert K. D. The Real Enemy: Scrub Typhus and the Invasion of Sansapor. American Entomologist. Volume 55, Number 2.  
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Emperor Hirohito authorized the formal integration of the Togo Unit into the Kwantung Army in 1936. After the 

escape of prisoners from the Beiyinhe facility in 1934, a larger and more secure factory was constructed in Ping Fan, 

near Harbin (1938-1939) 

 

Unit 731 was created to develop chemical and biological weaponry. The Commander-in-Chief of the Kwantung 

Army gave the research detachment its designation number: Unit 731. The unit was officially known as the 

Kwantung Army Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply Unit. Ishii ShirǾ was given formal command of the 

facility. Its initial budget of $2.5 million (1944 dollars ï roughly $43 million in 2015 dollars) originated in a secret 

fund that was provided directly to Ishii for his research 

 

Information suggesting that the Emperor of Japan, Hirohito was aware of the program is circumstantial and does not 

yet constitute proof 

 

The Tokyo General Staff was well aware of Unit 731, its subunits and its human experimentation, a fact that eluded 

most of the first American investigators immediately after the war 

 

Japanese information concerning bacteriological warfare was shared with Nazi Germany during the war. The 

German and Japanese biological warfare programs exchanged information, samples, and equipment via submarine. 

The last of these submarines departed Germany for Japan in late-May 1945 

 

The Japanese destroyed many of the records concerning these exchanges and the biological warfare program prior to 

their surrender in Aug 1945. It is known however that these programs of scientific cooperation and exchange were 

formalized in a series of agreements in 1938 

 

In the 1930s, Hitler ordered a group of officers led by Dr. Otto Muntsch to study Japanôs use of chemical and 

biological weapons against China. The German biological warfare research center at Posen, Poland, was believed to 

be similar in design to Unit 731ôs facility in Ping Fan 

 

Dr. Hojo Enryo, a Japanese Army physician and expert in biological weapons ñfrequently visited the Robert Koch 

Institute as well as companies under German occupation to collect information about research on bacteriological 

warfare.ò Hojo Enryo presented a lecture on biological warfare at the Berlin Military Academy of Medicine in Oct 

1941 4 

 

Dr. Gerhard Rose, a German expert on tropical diseases and epidemic typhus and defendant at the Nuremberg 

Doctors Trial, turned over samples of the yellow fever virus to Unit 731 a virus which Japan had been unable to 

obtain from the United States when they made their original request in 1939 

 

According to the historical information available, an epidemic prevention and water purification unit was reported to 

have accompanied each Japanese Army division deployed, suggesting that numerous such units, facilities and 

installations did in fact exist across the Japanese Empire. Many of these remain undocumented. While the largest of 

these facilities; Units 100 and 731 respectively, are relatively well-known, and many entities such as Unit 1856 and 

Unit 9420 had been previously identified, the programôs smaller components remained for the most part unidentified 

and unrecorded. Such units were ultimately an important part of the overall Japanese biological warfare program 

 

While the primary purpose of these smaller units was epidemic prevention and water purification, it is likely that 

their secondary purpose was to serve as a base-unit for the deployment of biological and/or chemical weapons, 

should that decision have been made, onto the battlefield. Such units would have formed the central core of a larger 

deployment of personnel, chemical and biological weapons for use against Allied forces advancing island-by-island 

toward mainland Japan had that decision ever been made. The presence of these smaller units allowed the overall 

Japanese biological warfare program to permeate the entire Japanese Army. The Japanese Army also had units 

assigned whose sole purpose was to dig wells for fresh water 

 

                                                           
4 ñJapanese-German Collaboration in the Development of Bacteriological and Chemical Weapons and the War in Chinaò in Christian W. Spang 
and Rolf-Harold Wippich (eds) Japanese-German Relations, 1895-1945: War, Diplomacy and Public Opinion. Routledge, 2006, 
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While absolute proof of subordinate unit Japanese Army experiments is lacking, examples of Japanese Navy 

experiments performed by naval doctors is more profuse ï though apparently with less oversight by higher echelon 

naval authorities than was known in the Imperial Japanese Army 

 

The truer answer to the question of local experiments conducted by subordinate units is that most of the facts remain 

unknown. For example: The Japanese Army is known to have tested cyanide gas on two Allied prisoners-of-war on 

8 Nov 1944 on one of the Kai Islands. The test was conducted to determine whether the gas had lost its potency in 

storage. It is impossible at the moment to deny that other such incidents took place 

 

Not-less-than three medical atrocities were performed by doctors of the Imperial Japanese Navy, or in their 

presence, are known to have occurred in outlying or occupied territory and are discussed within this paper. This 

includes the vivisection of Allied aircrew members at Dublon Island in Jan 1944; the Chichijima Incident of Sept 

1944; and the Japanese naval vivisection of Philippine nationals in late 1944. It is likely that additional atrocities 

took place within the Empire, but remain unknown at this time. To maintain secrecy, all witnesses were usually 

killed, and those that participated in such experiments often lost on the battlefield in some final bonsai charge 

 

Information concerning Japanôs biological warfare program begins to appear in intelligence communications at least 

as early as 1943. Most of the evidence collected against Japanôs bacteriological warfare program before the 

occupation of Japan was derived from Allied intelligence communications intercepts; which at the time was 

considered biased, and hence, dismissed by wartime Allied leaders 

 

The problem of intelligence-gathering on the subject of biological warfare was complex. First, the Japanese tightly 

controlled knowledge of their weapons-of- mass destruction (WMD) programs from the world outside the Japanese 

Empire. Second, Allied analysts dismissed Japan as a credible threat due to patronizing racism, even though they 

possessed reports that Japan was fully capable of producing bio-weapons. Third, the subject only rarely appeared in 

radio communications within the Empire limiting Allied leadership and military interest in the subject of biological, 

chemical and nuclear warfare. Fourth, those managing the production of finished intelligence often prevented 

analytic concerns from reaching military and government decision- and policymakers 
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Whoôs Who, Whatôs What, Whereôs Where. 

 

REPORT: A General Account of Japanese Poison Warfare in China 

 

REPORT: A Report of Special Tests in Manchuria 

 

DOCTRINE: A Research 

Type A ï Assault (Angriff) bacteriological warfare research, as defined by Ishii ShirǾ. 5 According to Ishii this type 

of research could only be done overseas, outside of Japan proper 

 

BOOK: A story of the Teikoku Bank Incident  

 

REPORT: A Study of Cha 

 

REPORT: A Surgical Study on Chronic Malarial Splenomegaly 

Appeared in the Journal of the Medical Association of Taiwan 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: A Team, Pingfan 

LOCATION: Pingfan, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

The Pingfan Vaccine Squad (Unit 731), Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo was renamed the ñA Teamò in 1940. 

The A Team worked only with ultrasonically produced vaccines 

 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT: A-type water filter 

 

REPORT: A Testimony to Poison Gas Operations 

 

PERSON NAME: Abe fnu 6 

Possible reference to Abe Yasuo. 

 

 
 

PERSON NAME: Abe Nobuyuki 

 

PERSON NAME: Abe Yasuo 

MILITARY A SSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

                                                           
5 Harris. Sheldon H. Factories of Death Japanese biological warfare 1932 - 45 and the American cover-up. Routledge. London. 1994 
6 Infectious Disease Research Laboratory [Densenbyo Kenkysho]. Dated: 4 Feb 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. 331, 
Entry 1294, Box 1434. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
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MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Tokyo Imperial University 

ASSIGNED: Military Veterinary Medical School, Tokyo, Japan 

ASSIGNED: Infectious Disease Research Laboratory (Densenbyo Kenkysho), Tokyo Imperial University 

Abe Yasuo worked for the Military Veterinary Medical School, Tokyo, Japan on epidemic diseases. He joined the 

Infectious Disease Research Laboratory (Densenbyo Kenkysho), Tokyo Imperial University, Tokyo, Japan on 28 

Feb 1938, as a Technical Expert. 7 He was ñrelieved of his post at his own requestò on 30 Sept 1946 8 

 

PERSON NAME: Abe Takesi 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Tokyo Imperial University 

GRADUATE: Tokyo School of Medicine, Tokyo, Japan 

POSTWAR: President, Tokyo University, Tokyo, Japan and Vice President, Teikyo University also in Tokyo, Japan 

Abe Takesi was a graduate, Tokyo School of Medicine, Tokyo, Japan. Abe Takesi was an associate of Naito 

Ryoichi. Postwar he served as President, Tokyo University, Tokyo, Japan and Vice President, Teikyo University 

also in Tokyo, Japan 

 

DOCTRINE: ABEDO Theory of Biological Warfare 9 

ABEDO; a theory of biological warfare put forth by Ishii ShirǾ. Ishiiôs ABEDO Theory of biological warfare is 

mentioned in several published works but no details are given. It is likely that if any such theory was put forth by 

Ishii ShirǾ that it is contained in documents held at the US National Archives and available for public scrutiny, or 

remain classified and sensitive 

 

PERSON NAME: Abell, Irvin. Dr. 

Dr. Irvin Abell served as the Chairman of the Health and Medical Committee of the Council of National Defense 

(US) 

 

PERSON NAME: Abrogated Emperor 

 

ACADEMY: Academy of Medical Sciences (USSR) 

 

CHEMICAL WEAPON: Acetone 

 

CHEMICAL AGENT: Acetone cyanhydrin 

 

POISON: Aconite 

 

MILITARY FACTION: Action Group 

 

PERSON NAME: Ada Pivo 

LOCATION: Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Ada Pivo was a Jewish native of Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo. Her sister, a member of a Harbin 

Jewish Zionist group, died in 1940 from typhoid fever contracted from consuming contaminated lemonade that had 

been bottled in Harbin. The lemonade had been contaminated by Unit 731 10 

 

PERSON NAME: Adams, Roger 

 

CHEMICAL AGENT: Adamsite 

                                                           
7 Infectious Disease Research Laboratory (DENSENBYO KENKYSHO). Dated: 28 Jan 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, 

Maryland. 331, Entry 1331, Box 1806. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological 
Warfare, 1934-2006 
8 Infectious Disease Research Laboratory (DENSENBYO KENKYSHO). Dated: 28 Jan 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, 

Maryland. 331, Entry 1331, Box 1806. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological 
Warfare, 1934-2006 
9 Subject. Brief Summary of New Information About Japanese B.W. Activities. Headquarters, Camp Detrick. Frederick, Maryland. 20 Jun 1947. 

Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
10 Harris. Sheldon H. Factories of Death Japanese biological warfare 1932 - 45 and the American cover-up. Routledge. London. 1994 
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Adamsite or DM is an organic compound; technically, an arsenical diphenylaminechlorarsine, used as a riot control 

agent. DM belongs to the group of chemical warfare agents known as vomiting agents or sneezing gases. Adamsite, 

first synthesized in Germany by Heinrich Otto Wieland in 1915, was independently developed by the US chemist 

Roger Adams at the University of Illinois, UrbanaïChampaign, Illinois in 1918  

 

DM is an odorless crystalline compound with a very low vapor pressure. The color of the crystals ranges from bright 

yellow to dark green depending on the purity. It is readily soluble in some organic solvents (e.g., acetone, 

dichloromethane), but nearly insoluble in water. In vaporous form it appears as a canary yellow smoke. Adamsite is 

usually dispersed as an aerosol, targeting the upper respiratory tract. Although the effects are similar to those caused 

by typical riot control agents (e.g. CS), they are slower in onset and longer in duration, often lasting several hours. 

After a latency period of 5ï10 minutes irritation of the eyes, lungs and mucous membranes develops followed by 

headache, nausea and persistent vomiting 

 

DM was produced and stockpiled by the United States at the end of World War I, but never deployed to the 

battlefield during the war. Some of this stockpile was however used against the Bonus Army (US) in 1932 as it 

demonstrated in Washington, DC, reportedly causing the death and serious injury of several children who had 

accompanied their parents on the protests. It was used again in the Vietnam War 

 

Adjutant Generalôs Office (US), Tokyo, Japan (US) 

WAR CRIMES: The International Military Tribunal for the Far East (IMTFE) 

Postwar the Adjutant Generalôs Office (US) in Tokyo, Japan investigated, identified, and tracked individuals 

previously associated with Japanôs biological warfare program, identifying more than twenty that it believed should 

be tried. To put an end to possible further interference by the Adjutant Generalôs Office, the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

sent an order to Tokyo, Japan in Mar 1947 that placed the Adjutant Generalôs Officeôs biological warfare war crimes 

investigations under the control of Intelligence (G-2) (US). The Joint Chiefs made it clear that ñEvery step, 

interrogation, or contact must be coordinated with this section. The utmost secrecy is essential in order to protect the 

interests of the United States and to guard against embarrassment.ò 11 The war crimes investigators were directed to 

make no effort toward prosecution or ñany form of publicity of this case without G-2 concurrence.ò This ñis by 

direct orders of the C-in-C and CS.ò 12 Their final instructions were that ñall future interrogations will be conducted 

at the Tokyo Office under control of ATIS Central Interrogation Center (US), Tokyo, Japan and previous 

undeveloped leads set out for the field offices are canceled.ò 13 As of Jun 1947 investigators assigned to the Adjutant 

Generalôs Office were concentrating not on Unit 731 but Unit 100. 14 The American agents were still determined 

that Wakamatsu and others ñAt the appropriate time [would] set out leads as to insure those Japanese are 

interviewed and investigated, as it is alleged they formed the greater part of Group No. 2, which is alleged to have 

performed most of the illegal experiments on the human beings at [Changchun] (Hsinking)ò 15 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Administration Division (Unit 516) 

ALTERNATE NAME: Tsushogo Unit 

ALTERNATE NAME: Unit 516 

LOCATION: Qiqihar (Tsitsihar), Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Admiralty Islands, Commonwealth of Australia, League of Nations Mandate under Japanese 

Occupation 

 

REPORT: The Affidavit of Thomas Quinn 

 

PERSON NAME: Ahua Zhang 

                                                           
11 Report by Neal R. Smith, Report of Investigation Division, Legal Section, GHQ, SCAP, 18 Apr 1947, p. 1. The Joint Chiefsô instructions were 

referred to in this report as SWNCC 351/1, 5 Mar 1947. Record Group 331, Box 1434. 20, Case 330, The National Archives 
12 Report by Neal R. Smith, Report of Investigation Division, Legal Section, GHQ, SCAP, 18 Apr 1947, p. 1. The Joint Chiefsô instructions were 

referred to in this report as SWNCC 351/1, 5 Mar 1947. Record Group 331, Box 1434. 20, Case 330, The National Archives 
13 Report by Neal R. Smith, Report of Investigation Division, Legal Section, GHQ, SCAP, 18 Apr 1947, p. 1. The Joint Chiefsô instructions were 
referred to in this report as SWNCC 351/1, 5 Mar 1947. Record Group 331, Box 1434. 20, Case 330, The National Archives 
14 Harris. Sheldon H. Factories of Death Japanese biological warfare 1932 - 45 and the American cover-up. Routledge. London. 1994 
15 Unsigned memo, ñForwarding of Information Concerning Possible War Criminals,ò to Legal Section, GHQ, Chief, Liaison Section, 16 Jun 
1947, Record Group 165, Entry 468, Box 628, CAD-CCAC, SWNCC, 351, The National Archives. 
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LOCATION: Zhejiangsheng Province, Reorganized National Government of the Republic of China, Japanese 

Occupied China 

Zhang was a victim and survivor of an Aug 1942 Japanese Anthrax and plague attack on Zhejiangsheng Province 16 

 

RAIL STATION: Ai -he Station 

LOCATION: ****  

 

PERSON NAME: Ai Shan 

LOCATION: Yunnan Province, under the Republic of China 

Ai Shan ï a victim of the Baoshan-Kumming attack of 4 May 1942 

 

PERSON NAME: Aihara Kajuro 17 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Kyoto Imperial University 

Aihara Kajuro was a graduate of the Kyoto Imperial University, Kyoto, Japan. He was involved in the Kyushu 

University Case 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Aichi Prefecture, Japan 

 

VACCINE PRODUCTION LABORATORY: Aichi Prefectural Institute, Aichi Prefecture, Nagoya, Japan 18 

The Aichi Prefectural Institute was a Japanese vaccine laboratory operating in Nagoya Prefecture, Japan 

 

MONGOLIAN CLAN: Aisin-Gioro Clan 

 

Air Chemical Office, Army War Department (US) 

LOCATION: ****  

 

POLITICAL UNIT: AitapeïWewak, Papua New Guinea, Papua New Guinea, Commonwealth of Australia, League 

of Nations Mandate under Japanese Occupation 

 

PERSON NAME: Aito fnu 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Private 

ASSIGNED: Unit 643, Mudanjiang (Botankou), Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Aito fnu, served as a Private in the Imperial Japanese Army under Unit 643 

 

INCIDENT: Aizawa Incident 

ALTERNATE NAME: The Military Academy Incident 

ALTERNATE NAME The November incident 

LOCATION: The Japanese Military Academy, Ichigaya, Japan 

 

                                                           
16 Hill, Amelia. The day the earth died. The Guardian. 1 Mar 2003 http://www.theguardian.com/theobserver/2003/mar/02/features.magazine37 
17 Murder of Eight (8) POWs in Medical Experiment at Kyushu Imperial University Hospital. Dated: 25 Jul 1946. Location: US National 

Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record 331, Entry 1784, Box 1. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and 

Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
18 WEEKLY BULLETIN, PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE, ######, GHQ, SCAP, 14th to 20th Oct 1945 

http://www.theguardian.com/theobserver/2003/mar/02/features.magazine37
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PERSON NAME: Aizawa Saburo 

 

CHEMICAL WEAPON: Aka To 19 

Aka To ï Red candle ï tear gas 

 

PERSON NAME: Akabori Toichiro 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Navy 

KNOWN RANK: Petty Officer Second Class 

ASSIGNED: Corpsman, 4th Naval Hospital, Dublon Island, Truk Atoll 

Akabori Toichiro was a Corpsman, Petty Officer Second Class, Imperial Japanese Navy. Akabori was assigned to 

Dublon Island where he served in the 4th Naval Hospital 

 

On or about 20 Jul 1944 at Dublon Island, Truk Atoll, Caroline Islands, at a time when a state of war existed 

between the United State of America, its Allies and Dependencies, and the Imperial Japanese Empire, willfully, 

feloniously, with premeditation and malice forethought, and without justifiable cause, assault, strike and kill, by 

bayoneting with fixed bayonets, spearing with spears, and beheading with swords, two (2) American POW 20 

 

In 1947, Akabori was tried by Courts-Martial on Guam. He was sentenced to 10 years in prison 21 

 

PERSON NAME: Aki Sada 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Manchurian Medical University 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Chief, Aki Sada Section, Unit 731, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Aki Sada was associated with the Manchurian Medical University in Mukden while assigned to Unit 731. He headed 

the Aki Sada Section, which studied dysentery 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Aki Sada Section 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Aki Sadahan Team ï Dysentery Research 

LOCATION: Pingfan, Harbin, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

The Aki Sadahan Team was one of the original Sections that made up the General Division, Unit 731 when it moved 

from Beiyinhe, Wuchang County, to Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo in 1937. The Section was 

                                                           
19 Interrogation of COL Toyoaki Morita. Dated: 22 Apr 1946. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 496, Entry 53, 
Box 343. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
20 UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET. Commander Marianas. Charges and Specifications in the case of. Serial: 12147. 8 May 1947 
21 UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET. COMMANDER MARIANAS. MILITARY COMMISSION ORDER NO. 39. (In re IWANAMI, 
Hiroshi, former Captain, IJN, et al). 8 Nov 1947 
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responsible for Dysentery Research. 22 The label ñAki Sadaò probably reflects the name of its leader, believed to be 

Aki Sada 

 

PERSON NAME: Akiba Kijiro  

WAR CRIMES: Accused but never charged 

Akiba Kijiro was associated with Ishii Shiro. 23 He was accused at the end of the war of committing war crimes 

 

PERSON NAME: Akigasa Shun 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Major General 

ASSIGNED: 4th Border Garrison Unit, Futo, Tunga Province, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

Akigasa Shun was a Major General in the Imperial Japanese Army. He served as the Commander of the 4th Border 

Garrison Unit at Futo in Tunga Province. Akigasa Shun controlled the Hogoin Camp (the Scientific Research 

Division); a detention camp for Russian spies and anyone else who was considered anti-Japanese. 

WAR CRIMES: Condemned to 25 years imprisonment as a War Criminal [Soviet Union] 

GENERAL OFFICER: 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

RANK: Major-General 

PROMOTIONS: 

1936-06-xx Lieutenant-Colonel 

1939-03-09 Colonel 

1943-08-02 Major-General 

SERVICE: 

1940-03-20 ï 1942-12-01 Advisor to Manchukuo 

1940-03-20 ï 1942-12-01 Chief, Hoshiki (Star) Agency 

1942-12-01 ï 1945-02-01 Commanding Officer, 4th Border Garrison [Manchuria] 

1945-02-01 ï 1945-09-02 Chief, Intelligence Section, Kwantung Army 

1945-09-xx ï 1949-03-22 Prisoner of War [Soviet Union] 

1948-xx-xx   Condemned to 25 years imprisonment as War Criminal [Soviet Union] 

1949-03-22  Died in Prison [Soviet Union] 

 

PERSON NAME: Akikusa Shun (6 April 1894 ï 22 March 1949) 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Major General 

ASSIGNED: Chief of Intelligence, Kwantung Army, Mukden, Manchukuo 

ASSIGNED: Harbin Japanese Military Mission, Harbin, Manchukuo 

ASSIGNED: Chief, Nakano School, Tokyo, Japan 

 

Akikusa Shun was a Major General in the Imperial Japanese Army. He was an Imperial Japanese Army specialist on 

Soviet Intelligence. He served as the Chief of Intelligence, Kwantung Army. Shun was assigned to Harbin Japanese 

Military Mission, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo from 1933 to 1936. He later established and served as 

the head of the Nakano School. He was arrested by SMERSH on 15 Aug 1945 and was interrogated by Lieutenant-

General Melônikov. He was sentenced to 25 years imprisonment by the USSR. He died in Lefortovo or Vladimir 

Prison ˉ 2, USSR on 22 Mar 1949 

WAR CRIMES: Condemned to 25 years imprisonment as a War Criminal [Soviet Union] 

GENERAL OFFICER: 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

RANK: Major-General 

PROMOTIONS: 

1936-06-xx Lieutenant-Colonel 

                                                           
22 Human experimentation by the 4th Japanese Army. Google Translation. Undated http://www.lit.osaka-

cu.ac.jp/user/tsuchiya/class/vuniv99/exp-lec4.html  
23 Report on cases of war crimes and civil crimes. Dated: 3 Apr 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. 331, Entry 1331, Box 
1772. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 

http://www.lit.osaka-cu.ac.jp/user/tsuchiya/class/vuniv99/exp-lec4.html
http://www.lit.osaka-cu.ac.jp/user/tsuchiya/class/vuniv99/exp-lec4.html
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1939-03-09 Colonel 

1943-08-02 Major-General 

 

SERVICE: 

1940-03-20 ï 1942-12-01 Advisor to Manchukuo 

1940-03-20 ï 1942-12-01 Chief, Hoshiki (Star) Agency 

1942-12-01 ï 1945-02-01 Commanding Officer, 4th Border Garrison [Manchuria] 

1945-02-01 ï 1945-09-02 Chief, Intelligence Section, Kwantung Army 

1945-09-xx ï 1949-03-22 Prisoner of War [Soviet Union] 

1948-xx-xx   Condemned to 25 years imprisonment as War Criminal [Soviet Union] 

1949-03-22  Died in Prison [Soviet Union] 

 

PERSON NAME: Akin, Charles V. Dr. 

Dr. Charles V. Akin served as the Assistant Surgeon General, US Public Health Service 

 

PERSON NAME: Akira Kijiro  

WAR CRIMES: Accused but never charged 

Akira Kijiro was associated with Ishii Shiro. 24 He was accused of war crimes at the end of the war 

 

PERSON NAME: Akira Otsuki 

ALTERNATE NAME/SPELLING: Ootsuki Akira 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Kyoto Imperial University 

GRADUATE: Kyoto Imperial University, Kyoto, Japan 

PROFESSOR: Osaka City Medical School 

Akira Otsuki was a graduate of Kyoto Imperial University, Kyoto, Japan and later an Associate Professor, Osaka 

City Medical School. The name Akira Otsuki may also refer to Ootsuki Akira 

 

PERSON NAME: Akira Torasaburo 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Kyoto Imperial University 

Akira Torasaburo was the President of Kyoto Imperial University, Kyoto, Japan and the father-in-law of Ishii Shiro 

 

PERSON NAME: Akimoto Haruotto 

 

PERSON NAME: Akimoto Hisae 

 

PERSON NAME: Akimoto Sueo 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Unit 731, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

Akimoto Sueo was a Doctor of Medicine specializing in serology. Akimoto joined Unit 731 in 1944 where he 

worked as a wartime blood researcher in Unit 731. 25 He is not known to have experimented on human beings. 

Akimoto disputed vivisection theories as scientifically baseless and condemned such practices as a mere satisfaction 

of these physiciansô sinister curiosity. 26 Postwar he abandoned medicine altogether to educate medical technicians 27 

 

PERSON NAME: Akira Otsuki 

ALTERNATE NAME/SPELLING: Ootsuki Akira 

                                                           
24 Report on cases of war crimes and civil crimes. Dated: 3 Apr 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. 331, Entry 1331, Box 

1772. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
25 Jane Condon, Nancy Faber. An Author Accuses the Japanese of Horrifying Medical Experiments on World War II P.O.W.s. 11 Jan 1982. 

http://www.people.com/people/archive/article/0,,20081210,00.html  
26 Yuehtsen Juliette Chung. The Postwar Return of Eugenics and the Dialectics of Scientific Practice in China. 
Assistant Professor, Institute of History, National Tsing Hua University, Hsin-chu. Republic of China. Note 67 
27 War and Medicine. Exhibition Panel Brochure. Facts and responsibility of participation of Japanese medical establishment to 15 years of war. 

Project exhibition in the 27th general assembly of the Japanese Medical Congress. Executive Committee of the War and Medicine Exhibition at 
the 27th General Assembly of the Japan Medical Congress 

http://www.people.com/people/archive/article/0,,20081210,00.html
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MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Lieutenant Colonel 

ASSIGNED: Chief-of-Staff, 65th Division, Luôan, Anhui Province, Japanese Occupied China 

Akira Otsuki was a Lieutenant Colonel in the Imperial Japanese Army. He served as Chief-of-Staff, 65th Division, 

10 Jun 1943 to 15 Dec 1943. Akira Otsuki may also be known as Ootsuki Akira 

 

PERSON NAME: Akiyama Hiroshi 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Unit 731, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

Akiyama Hiroshi was a member, Unit 731. In Aug 1955, Akiyama Hiroshiôs ñSaikin Sen wa Jumbi Sareteita!ò 

(Bacteriological Warfare Preparations Were Already Complete) described in revolting detail his alleged 

experiences with the infamous Unit 731. His purpose: ñTo help in some small measure to warn people against the 

horrors of a Third World War, and to prevent such horrors from reoccurring.ò The Akiyama piece stirred up violent 

controversy 28 

 

PERSON NAME: Akiyama Kanemasa (29 November 1896-15 February 1976) 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Major General 

ASSIGNED: 6th Technical Research Institute, Kawasaki, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan 

ASSIGNED: Chief of Research, Chemical Warfare Section, Kwantung Army 

Akiyama Kanemasa was a Major General in the Imperial Japanese Army. Akiyama was an expert on chemical 

weapons and served in China. From 1941-12-15 to 1944-06-20 he served as Chief of Research, Chemical Warfare 

Section, Kwantung Army. Between 1945-07-28 and 1945-09-02 he served as the Head of 6th Technical Research 

Institute. When questioned postwar and confronted with documentary proof of offensive use of chemical weapons 

against Chinese forces his answer over and over was to ask ñsomeone elseò 29 

GENERAL OFFICER: 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

RANK: Major-General 

PROMOTIONS: 

1939-08-01 Colonel 

1944-03-01 Major-General 

SERVICE: 

1939-08-01 ï 1940-01-19 Chief, Research Section, Narashino Chemical Warfare School 

1940-01-19 ï 1941-12-15 Staff Officer, Army Technical Research Institute 

1941-12-15 ï 1944-06-20 Chief Research Section, Chemical Warfare Section, Kwantung Army 

1944-06-20 ï 1945-07-28 Chief, Chemical Warfare Section, Kwantung Army 

1945-07-28 ï 1945-09-xx Head, 6th Army Technical Research Institute 

 

PERSON NAME: Akiyami fnu 

 

BOOK: Alice in Wonderland 

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION:  Allied Committee on the Enforcement of the Peace Treaty (World 

War 1) 

 

Allied Powers (SCAP) Legal Section (US) 

 

Allied South East Asia Command (US) 

GARRISON HEADQUARTERS LOCATION: Kandy, British Ceylon 

                                                           
28 Question about history of WMD in East Asia. 3 Sept 2004. 

http://www.network54.com/Forum/242808/thread/1094230136/Question+about+history+of+WMD+in+East+Asia  
29 Interrogation of Maj Gen Kanemasa Akiyama. Dated: 15 Apr 1946. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 496, 
Entry 53, Box 342. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 

http://www.network54.com/Forum/242808/thread/1094230136/Question+about+history+of+WMD+in+East+Asia
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Allied Translator and Information Section (ATIS) 

 

WAR CRIMES: Allied War Crimes Investigation Team 

LOCATION: Jakarta, Dutch East Indies under Japanese Occupation 

WAR CRIMES: Postwar trials of the Netherlands East Indies, Jakarta, Netherlands East Indies 

 

SNAKE: Amagasa 

 

TOXIN: Amagasa Venom 

 

INCIDENT: Amakasu Incident 

 

PERSON NAME: Amano fnu 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Lieutenant Colonel 

ASSIGNED: ****  

Amano fnu, possibly Amano Ishamu, was a Lieutenant Colonel in the Imperial Japanese Army 

 

PERSON NAME: Amano Ishamu 

MILI TARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Chief, Hailar Department, Imperial Japanese Army at Hailar, Inner Mongolia 

Amano Ishamu served as Chief, Hailar Department, Imperial Japanese Army at Hailar, Inner Mongolia 

 

PERSON NAME: Amatatsu Yo-do 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Lieutenant Colonel 

ASSIGNED: Pharmacist 

Amatatsu Yo-do, a Pharmacist, served as a Lieutenant Colonel with the Imperial Japanese Army 

 

 
 

PLACE NAME: Ambon Island, Dutch East Indies under Japanese Occupation 

At Tantui Prison Camp on Ambon Island, Indonesia the Japanese Army camp doctor took nine groups of ten 

prisoners each, ranging from men classified fit, to hospital cases, and injected them with something supposed to be 

vitamin B and caseine. About 50 of the men -- more than half, died 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Amele, Papua New Guinea, Commonwealth of Australia, League of Nations Mandate under 

Japanese Occupation 

 

POISON: Aminoperhydroquinazoline poison 
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BIOLOGICAL TEST AGENT: Amoebic dysentery 

 

SURGICAL PROCEDURE: Amputation 

 

 
 

PLACE NAME: Amur River 

ALTERNATE NAME: Black Dragon River 

The Amur River forms the border between the Russian Far East and Northeastern China (Inner Manchuria) 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Amur River Flotilla 

 

BOOK: Analects 

 

PERSON NAME: Anami Korechika (21 February 1887-15 August 1945)  

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: General 

ASSIGNED: War Minister 

GRADUATE: Imperial Japanese Military Academy - 1918 

Anami Korechika, was a general in the Imperial Japanese Army during World War II, and was War Minister at the 

time of the surrender of Japan 

 

Anami was born in Taketa city in Oita Prefecture, where his father was a senior bureaucrat in the Home 

Ministry and grew up in Tokyo and in Tokushima Prefecture. He 

attended the 18th class of the Imperial Japanese Military Academy, and 

was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Infantry in December 

1906 

 

In November 1918, Anami graduated with the 30th class of the Army 

Staff College with the rank of captain. He was assigned to the Imperial 

Japanese Army General Staff from April 1919 and was promoted 

to major in February 1922. From August 1923 to May 1925 he was 

assigned to the staff of the Sakhalin Expeditionary Army which was 

responsible for the occupation of northern Sakhalin Island during 

the Japanese intervention in Siberia. Anami was promoted to lieutenant 

colonel in August 1925 

 

From AugustïDecember 1925, Anami served as a military 

attaché to France. On return to Japan, he was assigned to the 45th 

Infantry Regiment becoming unit commander in August 1928 

 

From August 1929 to August 1930, he served as Aide-de-

camp to Emperor Hirohito. He was then promoted to colonel 
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From August 1933-August 1934, Anami served as regimental commander of the 2nd Guard Regiment of 

the Imperial Guards. He was subsequently Commandant of the Tokyo Military Preparatory School, and promoted 

to major general in March 1935 

 

From August 1936, Anami served as Chief of the Military Administration Bureau of the War Ministry. He became 

Chief of the Personnel Bureau in March 1937 and was promoted to Lieutenant-General in March the following year. 

Anami belonged to the clique which supported the rise of Tojo Hideki to power in October 1941 

 

With the start of the Second Sino-Japanese War, Anami was given a combat command, as Commander of the IJA 

109th Division in China from November 1938. He was recalled to Japan in October 1939 to assume the role of Vice-

Minister of War in the cabinet of Prime Minister Konoe Fumimaro 

 

In April 1941, Anami returned to China as Commander-In-Chief of the IJA 11th Army, covering ongoing operations 

in central China. He was transferred to the Japanese Second Area Army in Manchukuo in July 1942 

 

In May 1943, Anami was promoted to full general. As the war conditions in the Pacific deteriorated for the 

Japanese, the Second Area Army was reassigned to the Southern Theater from November 1943, where Anami 

directed operations in western New Guinea and Halmahera 

 

Anami was recalled to Japan December 1944, becoming Inspector-General of Army Aviation and Chief of the Army 

Aeronautical Department, while concurrently serving on the Supreme War Council. In April 1945, he was 

appointed War Minister in the cabinet of Prime Minister Kantaro Suzuki 

 

As War Minister, Anami was outspoken against the idea of surrender, despite his awareness that Japanôs losses on 

the battlefield and the destruction of Japanôs cities and industrial capability by American bombing meant that by this 

point that Japan had lost the war militarily. Even after the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Anami opposed 

acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration, and proposed instead that a large-scale battle be fought on the Japanese 

mainland causing such massive Allied casualties that Japan would somehow be able to evade surrender and perhaps 

even keep some of what it had conquered 

 

Eventually, his arguments against what he perceived to be the dishonor of surrender were overcome when Emperor 

Hirohito directly requested an end to the war himself; Anamiôs supporters suggested that he either vote against 

surrender or resign from the Cabinet. Instead, he ordered his officers to concede, later saying to his brother-in-law, 

ñAs a Japanese soldier, I must obey my Emperor.ò He informed the officers of the War Ministry of the decision, and 

that as it was an Imperial command, they must obey. His refusal to support any action against the Imperial decision 

was a key point in the failure of the Kyujo Incident, an attempted military coup dôétat by junior officers to prevent 

the surrender announcement from being broadcast 

 

On 14 August 1945, Anami signed the surrender document with the rest of the cabinet, then committed suicide 

by seppuku early the next morning. His suicide note read: ñIðwith my deathðhumbly apologize to the Emperor for 

the great crime.ò This ñcrypticò note is open to multiple interpretations 

 

Anamiôs grave is at Tama Cemetery, in FuchȊ, Tokyo. His sword and blood-splattered dress uniform and suicide 

note are on display at the Yushukan Museum next to Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo 

GENERAL OFFICER: 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

RANK: General 

PROMOTIONS: 

1925-08-xx Lieutenant-Colonel 

1930-08-01 Colonel 

1935-03-15 Major-General 

1938-03-01 Lieutenant-General 

1943-05-01 General 

SERVICE: 

1923-08-xx ï 1926-03-xx Staff Officer, Sakhalin Expeditionary Force 

1926-03-xx ï 1927-08-xx Staff Officer, Naval Staff 
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1927-08-xx ï 1927-12-xx Stationed in France 

1927-12-xx ï 1928-08-10 Attached, 45th Infantry Regiment 

1928-08-10 ï 1929-08-01 Commanding Officer, 45th Depot Infantry Regiment 

1929-08-01 ï 1933-08-01 Aide-de-Camp to the Emperor 

1930-06-04 ï 1933-08-01 Secretary, Supreme War Council 

1933-08-01 ï 1934-08-01 Commanding Officer, 2nd Imperial Guards Regiment 

1934-08-01 ï 1936-08-01 Commandant, Tokyo Army Youth School 

1936-08-01 ï 1937-03-01 Head, Military Administration Bureau, Ministry of War 

1937-03-01 ï 1938-11-09 Head, Personnel Bureau, Ministry of War 

1938-11-09 ï 1939-09-12 General Officer Commanding, 109th Division [China] 

1939-10-14 ï 1941-04-10 Vice Minister of War 

1941-04-10 ï 1942-07-01 General Officer Commanding, 11th Army [China] 

1942-07-01 ï 1944-12-26 Commander-in-Chief, 2nd Area Army [New Guinea] 

1944-12-26 ï 1945-04-07 Inspector-General of Army Aviation 

1944-12-26 ï 1945-04-07 Head, Army Aviation Headquarters 

1944-12-26 ï 1945-04-07 Member, Supreme War Council 

1945-04-07 ï 1945-08-15 Minister of War 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Anda, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

PLACE NAME: Anda Airfield, Anda, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

PLACE NAME: Anda Field Test Site (Anta) (Anda Airfield), Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Anda Field Test Site (Anta), Anda, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo served as the remote weapons test site for 

Unit 731. Unit 100 also made use of the Anda facility. The Anda (Anta) Field Test Site was located 140 kilometers 

north of Harbin. Unit 731 used Anda as an ñopen airò test site for biological weapons and other experiments. Anda 

Site is known to have tested plague, anthrax and to have conducted frostbite experiments. In many cases humans 

were used in these tests. Such tests were conducted to discover the effectiveness of prototype delivery systems 

 

Researchers at Anda are known to have worked with two types of bombs. A single-purpose high-altitude bomb was 

designed solely for anthrax spores. Designated the HA bomb; it was a thin-walled steel detonation type, that 

contained ñ1500 cylindrical particles immersed in 500 cc of anthrax emulsion.ò Other steel-walled bombs, 

designated as either all-purpose Ujis or Uji type-50, were also used in extensive tests at the Anda airfield. Over the 

span of five or six years, more than 2000 Uji type-50 bombs were detonated in field tests involving humans. Another 

4000 Uji type-50 bombs were exploded either in drop tests from airplanes flying at different heights above ground, 

or in static explosions. At least eight types of bombs for disseminating biological pathogens were developed and 

tested at Anda 30 

 

In Jan 1945, a test was performed on ten Chinese prisoners at the facility in Anda. 31 The primary purpose of the test 

was to infect them with gas gangrene. 32 The test took place at a temperature of 20 degrees Celsius below-zero. 33 

The subjects were bound to stakes some 10 to 20 meters away from a shrapnel bomb that was loaded with gas 

gangrene. 34 The object was not to kill the men by exploding the bomb, but to test the effectiveness of gas gangrene 

as a BW weapon in below zero temperatures. 35 Consequently, ñtheir heads and backs were protected with special 

                                                           
30 Report on Scientific Intelligence Survey in Japan. Sept and Oct 1945 Volume V. Biological Warfare. General Headquarters. United States 

Army Forces, Pacific. Scientific and Technical Advisory Section. 1 Nov 1945 
31 Materials on the Trial of former Servicemen of the Japanese Army charged with Manufacturing and Employing Biological Weapons. Foreign 

Languages Publishing House. Moscow. 1950 
32 Materials on the Trial of former Servicemen of the Japanese Army charged with Manufacturing and Employing Biological Weapons. Foreign 
Languages Publishing House. Moscow. 1950 
33 Materials on the Trial of former Servicemen of the Japanese Army charged with Manufacturing and Employing Biological Weapons. Foreign 

Languages Publishing House. Moscow. 1950 
34 Materials on the Trial of former Servicemen of the Japanese Army charged with Manufacturing and Employing Biological Weapons. Foreign 

Languages Publishing House. Moscow. 1950 
35 Materials on the Trial of former Servicemen of the Japanese Army charged with Manufacturing and Employing Biological Weapons. Foreign 
Languages Publishing House. Moscow. 1950 
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metal shields and thick quilted blankets, but their legs and buttocks were left unprotected.ò 36 Using a remote control 

device, the researchers exploded the bomb, and ñthe shrapnel, bearing gas gangrene germs, scattered all over the 

spot where the experimentees were bound. 37 All the experimentees were wounded in the legs or buttocks, and seven 

days later they died in great tormentò 38 

 

Testing at Anda began as early as Jun 1941 when Unit 731 tested plague-infested flea bombs on humans. Despite 

such tests Unit 731 experts reportedly failed to develop a viable anthrax delivery system by the end of the war 39 

 

All  buildings supporting the Anda Site were destroyed by the Japanese as they evacuated Manchukuo in 1945 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Anda County, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

PLACE NAME: Anda Proving Grounds Anda, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

PLACE NAME: Anda Proving Range Anda, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

PLACE NAME: Anda Site, Anda, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

RAIL STATION: Anda Station, Anda, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

PERSON NAME: Ando fnu 40 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK Warrant Officer 

ASSIGNED: Manchukuo Military Police 

Ando fnu, served as a Warrant Officer with the Manchukuo Military Police 

 

PERSON NAME: Ando fnu 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Colonel 

ASSIGNED: ****  

LOCATION: Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Ando fnu, served as a Colonel with the Imperial Japanese Army. He is known to have visited the Imperial Japanese 

Army biological warfare facility at Beiyinhe on 16 Nov 1933 with a Lieutenant Tachihara and Colonel Saburo Endo 
41 

 

PERSON NAME: Ando K 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Commanding officer of the Dairen Branch, Kwantung Army Epidemic Prevention and Water  

Department, Dairen Research Unit, Dairen, Liaoning Province 42  

Ando K was a Civil Engineer and served as the Commanding officer of the Dairen Branch, Kwantung Army 

Epidemic Prevention and Water Department, Dairen Research Unit, Dairen, Liaoning Province 43 

 

                                                           
36 Materials on the Trial of former Servicemen of the Japanese Army charged with Manufacturing and Employing Biological Weapons. Foreign 

Languages Publishing House. Moscow. 1950 
37 Materials on the Trial of former Servicemen of the Japanese Army charged with Manufacturing and Employing Biological Weapons. Foreign 

Languages Publishing House. Moscow. 1950 
38 Materials on the Trial of former Servicemen of the Japanese Army charged with Manufacturing and Employing Biological Weapons. Foreign 
Languages Publishing House. Moscow. 1950 
39 The Germ Warfare Unit That Disappeared: Kwantung Armyôs 731 st Unit. Tokyo Kai-mei-sha, 1981. Cited in: Harris. Sheldon H. Factories of 

Death Japanese biological warfare 1932 - 45 and the American cover-up. Routledge. London. 1994 
40 Manyu Utsugi  (31 July). China.org.cn, 31 Jul 2014 www.china.org.cn/china/japan_confessions/2014-

07/31/content_33105563.htm  
41 Segment 36, in ñThe Night of Shock: The Last Will and Testament of a General: The Diary of General Endo Saburo,ò Mainichi Shimbun 

(Tokyo), 21 Dec 1982, translated by Ms. Reicko Rose 
42 Organization Table of the KW-Water Purification Department (Boeki Kyusuibu). Supplement 1-d. 16 Oct 1945 
43 Organization Table of the KW-Water Purification Department (Boeki Kyusuibu). Supplement 1-d. 16 Oct 1945 

http://www.china.org.cn/china/japan_confessions/2014-07/31/content_33105563.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/china/japan_confessions/2014-07/31/content_33105563.htm
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PERSON NAME: Ando Keitaro 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Lieutenant 

ASSIGNED: Kwantung Army Quarantine Stables, Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, Manchukuo 

ASSIGNED: Horse Infection Depot of the Kwantung Army, Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, Manchukuo 

Ando Keitaro was a Lieutenant in the Imperial Japanese Army. Ando was a Doctor of Veterinarian Medicine and 

attached to the Kwantung Army Quarantine Stables, Manchukuo. 44 He was assigned to the Horse Infection Depot of 

the Kwantung Army in Apr 1944. 45 He was first interrogated by U.S. Army investigators in Apr 1947 46 

 

PERSON NAME: Ando Kiyoshi 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Keio University 

KNOWN RANK: First Lieutenant 

ASSIGNED: Unit 731, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

POSTWAR EMPLOYMENT: Assistant Professor at the Medical School of Keio University, Minato, Tokyo, Japan 

Ando Kiyoshi served as a First Lieutenant with the Imperial Japanese Army. He served at Unit 731. 47 Postwar he 

served first as an Assistant Professor at the Medical School of Keio University, Minato, Tokyo, Japan. 48 He 

eventually rose to head the Department of Screening, Japanese National Institute of Health, Tokyo, Japan 49 

 

PERSON NAME: Ando Koji 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Director of the Dairen Research Institute, Dairen, Liaoning Province 

Ando Koji was as an Engineer in the Imperial Japanese Army. 50 He served as the Director of the Dairen Research 

Institute, Dairen, Liaoning Province 51 

 

PERSON NAME: Ando Kouji (1893-1976) 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Tokyo Imperial University 

ASSIGNED: Institute for Public Health of the South Manchurian Railway Company (SMRC), Dairen, SMR 

Railway Zone, Xinjing, Manchukuo (after 1931) 

ASSIGNED: Kitasato Institute, Tokyo, Japan 

Ando Kouji was a Graduate of Tokyo Imperial University, Tokyo, Japan. He worked under the Kitasato Institute, 

Tokyo, Japan. 52 At the Kitasato Institute Ando Kouji researched viruses and produced vaccines against plague, 

cholera, and other infectious diseases. He served as the Chief of the Institute for Public Health of the South 

                                                           
44 Motoji YAMAGUCHI et. 12 Mar 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 331, Entry 1294, Box 143. Cited 

in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
45 Ando, Keitaro: Personal Military History. Dated: 1946. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 331, Entry 1331, 
Box 1772. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
46 Motoji YAMAGUCHI et. al. Dated: 8 Apr 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 331, Entry 1294, Box 

1434. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
47 Shibata Shingo, JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH (JNIH)-JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES (NIID) AS HEIRS TO THE TRADITION OF MEDICAL SCIENTISTS OF THE BIOLOGICAL WARFARE NETWORK. 

Emeritus Professor at Hiroshima University, Chairman, Civil rights Campaign against Wrong Location of JNIH-NIID 
http://www.vaccinationnews.org/DailyNews/June2002/JNIH13.htm  
48 Shibata Shingo, JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH (JNIH)-JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES (NIID) AS HEIRS TO THE TRADITION OF MEDICAL SCIENTISTS OF THE BIOLOGICAL WARFARE NETWORK. 
Emeritus Professor at Hiroshima University, Chairman, Civil rights Campaign against Wrong Location of JNIH-NIID 

http://www.vaccinationnews.org/DailyNews/June2002/JNIH13.htm  
49 Shibata Shingo, JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH (JNIH)-JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES (NIID) AS HEIRS TO THE TRADITION OF MEDICAL SCIENTISTS OF THE BIOLOGICAL WARFARE NETWORK. 

Emeritus Professor at Hiroshima University, Chairman, Civil rights Campaign against Wrong Location of JNIH-NIID 
http://www.vaccinationnews.org/DailyNews/June2002/JNIH13.htm  
50 War and Medicine. Exhibition Panel Brochure. Facts and responsibility of participation of Japanese medical establishment to 15 years of war. 

Project exhibition in the 27th general assembly of the Japanese Medical Congress. Executive Committee of the War and Medicine Exhibition at 
the 27th General Assembly of the Japan Medical Congress 
51 War and Medicine. Exhibition Panel Brochure. Facts and responsibility of participation of Japanese medical establishment to 15 years of war. 

Project exhibition in the 27th general assembly of the Japanese Medical Congress. Executive Committee of the War and Medicine Exhibition at 
the 27th General Assembly of the Japan Medical Congress 
52 Iijima Wataru. A Brief History of Japanese Colonial Medicine. (Aoyama Gakuin University). ₈ ─ ≤ ₉

  2007-2009). Working Paper 008 

http://www.vaccinationnews.org/DailyNews/June2002/JNIH13.htm
http://www.vaccinationnews.org/DailyNews/June2002/JNIH13.htm
http://www.vaccinationnews.org/DailyNews/June2002/JNIH13.htm
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Manchurian Railway Company (SMRC), Dalian, Liaoning Province after it was placed under the control of Unit 

731 in 1938 53 

 

PERSON NAME: Andong Hiroshitsugi 

ALTERNATE NAME/SPELLING: Andou Kouji 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Chief, Dalian Institute of Health, (subunit, Unit 731), Dairen (Dalian), Liaoning Province, Manchukuo 

Andong Hiroshitsugi served with Unit 731 as the Chief of Dalian Institute of Health; Dairen, Liaoning Province. He 

returned to Japan in 1947. Andong Hiroshitsugi may also be known as Andou Kouji 

 

PERSON NAME: Andong Qing 

ALTERNATE NAME/SPELLING: Andou Kiyoshi 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Keio University 

KNOWN RANK: Lieutenant 

ASSIGNED: ****  

POSTWAR: Associate Professor, Keio University, Minato, Tokyo, Japan 

Andong Qing served as a Surgeon and Lieutenant in the Imperial Japanese Army. Postwar he was an Associate 

Professor, Keio University, Minato, Tokyo, Japan. Andong Qing may also be known as Andou Kiyoshi 

 

PERSON NAME: Andou Kouji 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Unit 731, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

PERSON NAME: Andou Kiyoshi 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: ****  

 

Anemia 

 

Anerobes 

 

Anesthesia 

 

Anglo-Japanese Alliance 

 

Anglo-Saxons 

 

Angriff  

Origins: German language. Translates to ñaggression, attack, offensive, assailment, assault.ò Angriff was a term 

used by Ishii Shiro in describing his concept of ñType A,ò offensive biological warfare research 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Anhui Province, Japanese Occupied China 

 

VETERINARY RESEARCH INSTITUTE: Animal Research Institute (Veterinary) Northern Manchuria 54 

LOCATION: Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, Manchukuo 

                                                           
53 Iijima Wataru. A Brief History of Japanese Colonial Medicine. (Aoyama Gakuin University). ₈ ─ ≤ ₉

  2007-2009). Working Paper 008 
54 Animal Research Institute (Veterinary) Northern Manchuria. Dated: 10 May 1945. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. 

Record Group 226, Entry 154, Box 200. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological 
Warfare, 1934-2006 
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The Animal Research Institute (Veterinary) Northern Manchuria is a name identified through intelligence gathered 

by the Allies during WWII  and is believed to be a reference to Unit 100, the Kwantung Army Quarantine Stables 

 

RAIL STATION: Anta Station, Anda, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

DISEASE: Anthrax 

 

MEDICINE: Anthrax K Vaccine 

LOCATION: Papua New Guinea, Commonwealth of Australia, League of Nations Mandate under Japanese 

Occupation 

Anthrax K Vaccine was a Japanese vaccine captured on Papua New Guinea in 1944 55 

 

BACTERIA WARFARE RESEARCH DIVISION: Anthrax Research 

 

Anti-Comintern Pact 

  

BUREAU: Anti-Epidemic Water Supply and Purification Bureau 

Also known as the Water Purification Bureau 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Anti-Epidemic and Water Supply Department, 10th Division, Linkou, 

Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Anti-Epidemic and Water Supply Department, 10th Division is a reference to Branch 162, Linkou Branch, Linkou 

County, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Anti-Epidemic Water Supply Unit 

LOCATION: ****  

Anti-Epidemic Water Supply Unit is a term synonymous with Boeki Kyusuibu. 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Anti-Epizootic Protection Unit, Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, 

Manchukuo 56 

Anti-Epizootic Protection Unit is a term synonymous with the Military Equine Epidemic Prevention Water Supply 

Section of the Kwantung Army 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Anti-Epizootic Protection Unit, Mokotan, Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, 

Manchukuo 

The Anti-Epizootic Protection Unit, Mokotan, Jilin Province was a separate Japanese biological warfare unit that 

operated independently of Unit 731 and Ishii Shiro 57 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Anti-Tank Section, 55th Cavalry Regiment (3rd Squadron), Papua New Guinea, 

Commonwealth of Australia, League of Nations Mandate under Japanese Occupation 

In 1942 the Anti-Tank Section, 55th Cavalry Regiment was located in Korea and subordinate to the 55th Infantry 

Group. The unit later moved to the South Seas Area 

 

BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE: Anti-tuberculosis Institute in Manchuria 58 

LOCATION: Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, Manchukuo 

Anti-tuberculosis Institute in Manchuria most likely refers to the Okamoto Team which was in charge of 

Tuberculosis Research under the Epidemic Prevention and Water Purification Department, Kwantung Army ï Unit 

731 

 

                                                           
55 Stimson and McNutt to Roosevelt, 24 Nov 1944, Summary Status of Biological Warfare, p. 3, Record Group 107, Stimson ñSafe File,ò 

Biological Warfare Folder, Box 2, The National Archives. 
56 Harris. Sheldon H. Factories of Death Japanese biological warfare 1932 - 45 and the American cover-up. Routledge. London. 1994 
57 Harris. Sheldon H. Factories of Death Japanese biological warfare 1932 - 45 and the American cover-up. Routledge. London. 1994 
58 Iijima Wataru. A Brief History of Japanese Colonial Medicine. (Aoyama Gakuin University). ₈ ─ ≤ ₉

  2007-2009). Working Paper 008 
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JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: 

Aoba Detachment 

LOCATION: Guadalcanal, British 

Solomon Islands 

The Aoba Detachment ï the 

reinforced 4th Infantry 

Regiment/IJA 2nd Division, a part 

of the Seventeenth Army. The 

Commander of the Aoba 

Detachment was Major General 

Nasu, the Commander of the 2nd 

Divisionôs Infantry Group. The 

Aoba Detachment is thought to 

have been named after Mt. Aoba 

in Sendai, hometown of the 4th 

Infantry Regiment 

 

PERSON NAME: Aoki fnu 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Nagasaki University 

PROFESSOR: Professor Emeritus ï Nagasaki University, Nagasaki City, Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan 

 

PERSON NAME: Aoki Shigaru 59 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Commander, Central China Dispatched Kenpeitai, Nanking (Nanjing), Jiangsu Province, Japanese 

Occupied China 

 

PERSON NAME: Aoki Yoshio 60 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: ****  

Aoki Yoshio wrote a single-author article published in the Japanese Army Military Medical School Epidemic Report 
61 

 

SCHOOL: Aomori National Medical School 

LOCATION: ****  

Aomori National Medical School was a national-level medical school that provided education and trained military 

surgeons prior to and during the war 62 

 

MEDICAL PROCEDURE: Appendectomy 

 

PERSON NAME: Arakawa Bunrioku 63 

 

                                                           
59 Documents prove the truth canǋt be buried. China Daily. 29 Apr 2014 http://www.sino-us.com/11/Documents-prove-the-truth-can-t-be-

buried.html  
60 War and Medicine. Exhibition Panel Brochure. Facts and responsibility of participation of Japanese medical establishment to 15 years of war. 

Project exhibition in the 27th general assembly of the Japanese Medical Congress. Executive Committee of the War and Medicine Exhibition at 
the 27th General Assembly of the Japan Medical Congress 
61 War and Medicine. Exhibition Panel Brochure. Facts and responsibility of participation of Japanese medical establishment to 15 years of war. 

Project exhibition in the 27th general assembly of the Japanese Medical Congress. Executive Committee of the War and Medicine Exhibition at 
the 27th General Assembly of the Japan Medical Congress 
62 War and Medicine. Exhibition Panel Brochure. Facts and responsibility of participation of Japanese medical establishment to 15 years of war. 

Project exhibition in the 27th general assembly of the Japanese Medical Congress. Executive Committee of the War and Medicine Exhibition at 
the 27th General Assembly of the Japan Medical Congress 
63 Murder of Eight (8) POWs in Medical Experiment at Kyushu Imperial University Hospital. Dated: 25 Jul 1946. Location: US National 

Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record 331, Entry 1784, Box 1. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and 
Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 

http://www.sino-us.com/11/Documents-prove-the-truth-can-t-be-buried.html
http://www.sino-us.com/11/Documents-prove-the-truth-can-t-be-buried.html
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PERSON NAME: Araki Sadao 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: General 

ASSIGNED: State Councilor, Tokyo Japan 

GRADUATE: Imperial Japanese Military Academy, Ichigaya, Japan - 1897 

WAR CRIMES: Arrested and tried as a Class A War Criminal. Sentenced to life 

imprisonment as War Criminal 

Nickname: Baron Araki 

Araki Sadao (26 May 1877-2 Nov 1966) was born in Komae, Tokyo, Japan; 26 

May 1877. His father was an ex-samurai retainer of the Hitotsubashi branch of 

the Tokugawa family 

Araki graduated from the Imperial Japanese Military Academy, Ichigaya, Tokyo, 

Japan in Nov 1897, and was commissioned as a second lieutenant in Jun of the 

following year. Araki served as company Commander of the 1st Imperial 

Regiment during the Russo-Japanese War (1904ï1905). Promoted to Colonel on 

24 Jul 1918, Araki served as a Staff Officer at Expeditionary Army Headquarters 

in Vladivostok from 1918 to 1919 during the Japanese Siberian Intervention against the Bolshevik Red Army, and 

was Commander of the Imperial Japanese Army 23rd Infantry Regiment. During his period in Siberia, Araki carried 

out several secret missions in the Russian Far East and Lake Baikal areas. Araki was the principal proponent of the 

Kodaha political faction (Imperial Benevolent Rule or Action Group) within the Japanese Army, together with 

Mazaki Jinzaburo, Yanagawa Heisuke and Obata Hideyoshi. The Kodaha represented the radical and ultranationalist 

elements within the army. He was an adherent of the ñNorthern Expansion Doctrineò Hokushin-ron which proposed 

attack on the Soviet Far East and Siberia. Araki was a firm supporter of General Ishii Shiro. He was arrested after 

WWII by American authorities and tried as a Class A war criminal at the International Military Tribunal for the Far 

East (IMTFE). He was sentenced to life imprisonment for ñconspiracy to wage aggressive war.ò He was released 

from Sugamo Prison in 1955 on the grounds of bad health. Araki died on 2 Nov 1966 

RANK: General 

PROMOTIONS: 

1915-08-xx Lieutenant-Colonel 

1918-07-24 Colonel 

1923-03-17 Major-General 

1927-07-26 Lieutenant-General 

1933-10-20 General 

SERVICE: 

1915-08-xx-1918-07-24 Staff Officer, Harbin Special Agency [Manchukuo] 

1918-07-24-1918-11-01 Attached, Prefecture of Kanto 

1918-11-01-1919-07-25 Staff Officer, Vladivostok Expeditionary Force 

1919-07-27-1921-04-01 Commanding Officer, 23rd Infantry Regiment 

1921-04-01-1923-03-17 Chief, 4th Section, (Europe & USA) 2nd Section, General Staff 

1923-03-17-1924-01-09 Commanding Officer, 8th Infantry Brigade 

1924-01-09-1925-05-01 Provost Marshal 

1925-05-01-1928-08-10 Head, 1st Section, General Staff 

1928-08-10-1929-08-01 Commandant, War College 

1929-08-01-1931-08-01 General Officer Commanding, 6th Division 

1931-08-01-1932-01-09 Director-General Inspectorate-General, Military Training 

1931-12-13-1934-01-23 Minister of War under Prime Minister Inukai 

1934-01-23-1936-03-10 Member, Supreme War Council 

1937-10-15   Retired 

1937-10-15-1938-05-26 State Councilor 

1938-05-26-1939-08-30 Minister of Education under Prime Minister Konoe and later Prime  

Minister Hiranuma 

1940-01-20-1940-07-22 State Councilor 

1945-11-xx-1948-11-xx Arrested and tried as a Class A War Criminal 

1948-11-xx  Sentenced to life imprisonment as War Criminal 

1955-06-xx  Released on grounds of health 

 



© 2014 Dwight R. Rider        14 November 2018 

3rd Edition 

PERSON NAME: Araki Terarsaburo 

MEDICAL ASSOCATION: Kyoto Imperial University 

Araki Terarsaburo was President of Kyoto Imperial University, Kyoto, Japan and Ishii Shiroôs father-in-law. 64 He 

was mentioned by Yamaguchi Motoji when interrogated in Mar 1947 65 

 

PERSON NAME: Arita Hachiro 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Aeronautical Department 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Armaments Factory 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Aviation Headquarters 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Cavalry School 

 

MILITARY DIRECTIVE: Army Order 362 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Fortification Department 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Heavy Artillery School 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Infantry College 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Infantry School 

 

MILITARY DIR ECTIVE: Army Order Number 575 

Army Order Number 575 was issued on 3 Dec 1941. 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Remount Department 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Science Research Institute 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Signal School 

 

SCHOOL: Army Supply School, Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, Manchukuo 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army Technical Headquarters 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Army War College 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Artillery Command, Kwantung Army 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Artillery Group, 3rd Division 

 

PERSON NAME: Arase Seiichi 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Major 

ASSIGNED: Branch Chief, Linkou Branch, Linkou, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Arase Seiichi was a Major in the Imperial Japanese Army. He served as a Branch Chief of the Linkou Branch 

 

PERSON NAME: Arita fnu 

                                                           
64 Motoji YAMAGUCHI et. al. Dated Mar 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. 331, Entry 1294, Box 1434. Cited in: 

William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
65 Motoji YAMA GUCHI et. al. Dated Mar 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. 331, Entry 1294, Box 1434. Cited in: 
William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
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Arita fnu was interviewed by US investigators in Nov 1947 regarding typhus 

 

PERSON NAME: Arita fnu 66 

 

PERSON NAME: Arita fnu 67 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Major 

ASSIGNED: ****  

Arita fnu was a Major in the Imperial Japanese Army. Arita conducted typhus experiments on animals in Harbin, 

Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo from 1942 to 1945. 68 He later worked in the development of vaccines 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Arita Section, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Arita Section was one of the original Sections that made up the 3rd Division ï Prophylaxis and Water Supply 

Division of Unit 731, when it moved from Beiyinhe in Wuchang County to Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, 

Manchukuo in 1937. The Section was responsible for vaccine and bacterial production of typhus. 69 The label 

ñAritaò probably reflects the name of its leader, whose full name remains unknown at the time of this writing 

 

PERSON NAME: Ariyama Noboru 

Ariyama Noboru alleged that 7 wounded Japanese & Chinese soldiers were given artificial blood with successful 

recoveries 70 

 

 
 

BUREAU: Army Arsenal Bureau 

LOCATION: Okunoshima, Hiroshima Prefecture 

 

SCHOOL: Army Aviation School 

SUBORDINATION: Army Department of Aviation, Tokyo, Japan 

 

SCHOOL: Army Cadet School 

LOCATION: ****  

 

                                                           
66 Japanese personalities. 30 Mar 1964. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Location: IWG Reference Collection. Cited 

in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
67 Interview with Dr. ARITA. 20 Nov 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 175, Entry 67A4900, Box 217. 
Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
68 Interview with Dr. ARITA. Dated: 20 Nov 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Location: IWG Reference 

Collection. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
69 Human experimentation by the 4th Japanese Army. Google Translation. Undated http://www.lit.osaka-

cu.ac.jp/user/tsuchiya/class/vuniv99/exp-lec4.html  
70 Noboru ARIYAMA and Atsushi SATO. Dated: 15 Nov 1946. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record 331, Entry 1331, 
Box 1803. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 

http://www.lit.osaka-cu.ac.jp/user/tsuchiya/class/vuniv99/exp-lec4.html
http://www.lit.osaka-cu.ac.jp/user/tsuchiya/class/vuniv99/exp-lec4.html
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SCHOOL: Army Central Junior School 

LOCATION: ****  

 

Army Committee for Technology, Tokyo, Japan 

In May of 1929, the Army Committee for Technology, Tokyo, Japan authorized production of mustard gas at Okuno 

Island in the Seto Inland Sea, Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan 

 

MILITARY HOSPITAL: Army Emergency Hospital 71 

LOCATION: ****  

 

 
 

LABORATORY: Army Epidemic Prevention Research Laboratory (EPRL), Tokyo, Japan 

The Army Epidemic Prevention Research Laboratory (EPRL), Tokyo, Japan was the control center for the Empire 

of Japanôs biological warfare research program. The Togo Unit (as well as its successors such as Unit 731 and 

related units) were subordinate to the EPRL and would carry out its operational commands ï including experiments 

on humans.72 Another key function of the Laboratory was to serve as a link between civilian research facilities and 

military ones such as Unit 731 73 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Army Horse Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply Department (EPWSD) of 

the Kwantung Army, Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, Manchukuo 

 

MILITARY HOSPITAL: Army Hospital 

LOCATION: ****  

 

TECHNICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE: Army Institute of Science and Technology, Tokyo, Japan 

Army Institute of Science and Technology, Tokyo, Japan was subordinate to the Imperial Japanese Army, 

Headquarters of Technology. It was established in Tokyo, Japan in 1919. It was initially composed of two 

departments: One specializing in basic physics the other specializing in chemical weapons and other types of 

explosives. In 1925 the Chemical Warfare Section, Army Institute of Science and Technology, Tokyo, Japan was 

upgraded to the section level. The section was now divided into five groups: Production of poison gases and the 

development of new toxic chemicals, development of special weapons using poison gases and research into their 

                                                           
71 Extract from CINCPAC-CINCPOA Bulletin 88-45, Translations No. 24, 23 Apr 1945, MIS 142890. Report on4 research facilities: Army 
Medical School & Hospital, Tokyo; Army Emergency Hospital & Ko-NO-DAI Hospital near Tokyo, a Quarantine Station. Dated: 23 Apr 1945. 

Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 319, Entry 85, Box 7264. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents 

on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
72 Tsuneishi Kei-ichi. Unit 731 and the Human Skulls Discovered in 1989: Physicians Carrying Out Organized Crimes http://www.scn-

net.ne.jp/~tsunesan/page%202.html  
73 Tsuneishi Kei-ichi. Unit 731 and the Human Skulls Discovered in 1989: Physicians Carrying Out Organized Crimes http://www.scn-
net.ne.jp/~tsunesan/page%202.html  

http://www.scn-net.ne.jp/~tsunesan/page%202.html
http://www.scn-net.ne.jp/~tsunesan/page%202.html
http://www.scn-net.ne.jp/~tsunesan/page%202.html
http://www.scn-net.ne.jp/~tsunesan/page%202.html
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effects. Research into protection against gas attacks. Research into suitable climatic conditions for the use of 

chemical weapons. Animal experiments and research into the treatment of the victims of a poison gas attack. By the 

end of 1928 the gas weapon section was manned by a staff or more than 100 and consisted of 40 laboratories with 

20 annexes 

 

COLLEGE: Army Medical College, Tokyo, Japan 

 

COLLEGE: Army Medical College, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

The Army Medical College, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo was the site of experimental work done by 

Ishii Shiro in Manchukuo 74 

 

COLLEGE: Army Medical College, Mukden, Manchukuo 

The Army Medical College, Mukden, Manchukuo served as the location where biological warfare research was 

conducted in the 1930s and 1940s 

 

COLLEGE: Army Medical College (School) ï Shinjuku, Tokyo, Japan 

 

Army Medical Corps (US) 

LOCATION: ****  

 

Army Medical Corps (US) 

LOCATION: *** *  

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Army Medical Hygiene Station 

LOCATION: ****  

 

SCHOOL: Army Medical School, Tokyo, Japan 

 

COLLEGE: Army Medical School, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 75 

 

COLLEGE: Army Medical School (College) and Hospital, Tokyo, Japan 76 

 

MILITARY HOSPITAL: Army Military Hospital, Tokyo, Japan 

The Army Military Hospital, Tokyo, Japan was the site of a 1935 outbreak of bubonic plaque reported to have killed 

three Japanese researchers 77 

 

SCHOOL: Army Military Medical School, Tokyo, Japan 

 

GENDARME: Army Military Police 

LOCATION: ****  

 

SCHOOL: Army Military Surgeon School, Tokyo, Japan 

The Army Military Surgeon School located in Tokyo, Japan housed the first Epidemic Prevention Laboratory 

created by Ishii Shiro 

 

As noted in its 1936 Fifty Year History: ñThe Epidemic Prevention Laboratory is newly established in the Army 

Military Surgeon School as a research facility associated with the national military epidemic prevention tactical 

                                                           
74 ATIS, SWPA Serial 600 [re Bacteriological Warfare]. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 165, Entry 486, Box 

27. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
75 Special Projects Intelligence Report #4. Dated: 15 Aug 1944. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 160, Entry 
103, Box 133. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
76 Extract from CINCPAC-CINCPOA Bulletin 88-45, Translations No. 24, 23 Apr 1945, MIS 142890. Report on4 research facilities: Army 

Medical School & Hospital, Tokyo; Army Emergency Hospital & Ko-NO-DAI Hospital near Tokyo, a Quarantine Station. Dated: 23 Apr 1945. 
Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 319, Entry 85, Box 7264. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents 

on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
77 POW interrogation re Bacteriological warfare, Dated: 18 Sept 1945. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 319, 
Entry 85, Box 7264. Cited in William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
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warfare mission operationsé. Army Surgeon Colonel Ishii Shiroénoting there were no corresponding facilities in 

our country, felt keenly a severe defect in our national defense; and upon completing his European tour in 1930, and 

returning to Japan, pointed out the aforementioned defectéand proposed to his superiors that this was an issue that 

required top priority research implementation. Since that time (Ishii) has continued to build up on his test research 

day and night, on the side, while teaching students as an instructor at the Army Surgeon School. In 1932, the issue 

met with the approval of the superiors because of the tremendous support from Instructor Koizumiò 78 

 

POSITION: Army Minister 

 

MINISTRY: Army Ministry, Tokyo, Japan 

 

SCHOOL: Army Narashino School, Narashino, Chiba Prefecture, Japan 79 

 

SCHOOL: Army Research School, Tokyo, Japan 80 

 

JAPANESE MILITARY  UNIT: Army Science Division 

LOCATION: ****  

 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE: Army Science Institute, Tokyo, Japan 

ALTERNATE NAME/SPELLING: 

The Army Science Institute, Tokyo, Japan conducted joint chemical weapons tests against Chinese prisoners with 

Unit 731. The Army Science Institute, may be synonymous with the Army Scientific Research Institute, Tokyo, 

Japan 

 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE: Army Scientific Research Institute, Tokyo, Japan 81 

The Army Scientific Research Institute, Tokyo, Japan was established in 1919 under Order No. 10 82 

 

COLLEGE: Army Staff College, Minato, Tokyo, Japan 

 

SCHOOL: Army Surgeon School 

LOCATION: ****  

 

MAGAZINE: Army Surgeon School Magazine 

Army Surgeon School Magazine was an official publication of the Imperial Japanese Army.  

The Army Surgeon School Magazine reported of Ishii Shiro in 1936: ñRelieved from duty position: Member; Army 

Surgeon School, Army Surgeon, Lt. Colonel Ishii Shiroò 83 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Army Veterinary School 

 

Army Technical Division, US Army (US) 

LOCATION: ****  

 

                                                           
78 The Bacteriological Warfare Unit and the Suicide of Two Physicians (Tokyo: Shincho-Sha Publishing Co., 1982 Cited in: Harris. Sheldon H. 

Factories of Death Japanese biological warfare 1932 - 45 and the American cover-up. Routledge. London. 1994 
79 War and Medicine. Exhibition Panel Brochure. Facts and responsibility of participation of Japanese medical establishment to 15 years of war. 

Project exhibition in the 27th general assembly of the Japanese Medical Congress. Executive Committee of the War and Medicine Exhibition at 

the 27th General Assembly of the Japan Medical Congress 
80 Harris. Sheldon H. Factories of Death Japanese biological warfare 1932 - 45 and the American cover-up. Routledge. London. 1994 
81 BACTERIOLOGICAL WARFARE  

http://www.capany.org/download/exhibitions/capa_exhibitions_japanese_bacteriological_chemical_warface_in_china.pdf  
82 BACTERIOLOGICAL WARFARE  

http://www.capany.org/download/exhibitions/capa_exhibitions_japanese_bacteriological_chemical_warface_in_china.pdf  
83 Army Surgeon School Magazine. ñGroup News,ò number 280, 1 Aug 1936. 

http://www.capany.org/download/exhibitions/capa_exhibitions_japanese_bacteriological_chemical_warface_in_china.pdf
http://www.capany.org/download/exhibitions/capa_exhibitions_japanese_bacteriological_chemical_warface_in_china.pdf
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BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Army Unit 8604, Canton, Guangdong Province, Japanese Occupied China 

 

TECHNICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE: Army 9th Technology Institute (Norobito Institute), Kawasaki, Kanagawa 

Prefecture, Japan 

 

POISON: Arsenate 

 

POISON: Arsenic 

 

POISON: Arsenic trichloride 

Arsenic trichloride used as a chemical weapon by the Imperial Japanese Army. Individual Arsenic trichloride 

weapons were marked with one green band to differentiate them from conventional rounds 84 

 

CHEMICAL WEAPON: Arsenical diphenylaminechlorarsine 

 

POISON: Arsenite 

 

Articles of Favorable Treatment of the Great Qing Emperor after His Abdicationò 

 

CHEMICAL WARFARE UNIT: Artillery, Gas/Chemical 

Artillery gas/chemical shells were reported to be available for the 75-mm and 105-mm guns and for the 150-mm 

howitzer. Fillings were reported to be phosgene, mustard gas, hydrocyanic (prussic) acid (unconfirmed), and a 

mixture of mustard gas and Lewisite. 85 Combined HE and mustard-gas shells were available in all three calibers. 86 

Toxic and non-toxic smoke fillings were believed to be provided for the three calibers mentioned above. 87 

Combined HE and phosgene shells are available for the 150-mm howitzer only.88 White phosphorus (WP) (Will ie 

Peter) appears to be the filling-preferred by the Japanese for ordinary smoke shells. 89 A distinction was made 

between ñgas shell,ò in which the explosive charge is relatively small and serves only to burst the body of the shell, 

                                                           
84 ENEMY CAPABILITIES FOR CHEMICAL WARFARE. PREPARED BY MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, WAR DEPARTMENT 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE SPECIAL SERIES. No. 16. MIS 461. War Department, Washington, 15 Jul 1943 
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and ñcombined HE and chemical shell,ò in which the explosive charge comprises about 30 percent of the combined 

filling.  90 Among some shells captured by the Chinese and examined at Hong Kong was a 75-mm shell weighing 

about 12.5 pounds and filled with approximately 1.4 pounds of crude Lewisite. 91 The propellant charge (13.3 

pounds) was in a silk bag in a cartridge case (2.85 pounds) which was a push fit over the base of the shell up to the 

driving band. 92 The color and markings of this shell corresponded to that of a single 75-mm shell recently found in 

Papua New Guinea, which was filled with a mixture of mustard gas and Lewisite. 93 This shell was painted gray 

with a red tip and blue band on the nose.94 Six inches down the body was a white cross over the number ñ132.ò 95 

Immediately above the rotating band were white and yellow bands.96 A dark double cross appeared near the base of 

the shell. 97 A French report in 1939 refers to artillery shells filled with DA (diphenylchlorarsine) and DM 

(diphenylaminechlorarsine), and a Russian report from 1936 mentioned a CN (chloracetophenone) filling. 98 A 1941 

Chinese report described a 75-mm field-gun shell, weighing 11 pounds, which contained 1.1 pounds of a 50:50 

mixture of chlorpicrin and stannic chloride, with a central conical container holding the explosive charge of black 

powder. 99 Though this could not be considered purely as a smoke shell, it would give a considerable amount of 

smoke, and the rather unusual design of the shell may be standard for shells containing other smoke-producing 

liquids. 100 As compared with other types of ammunition, the proportion of chemical shells (including smoke) 

carried by the artillery was reported to vary from 20 to 25 percent 101 

 

JAPANESE MILITERY UNIT: Artillery Regiment of the Instruction Corps of the Taiyuan Pacification Government 

Office Taiyuan, Shanxi Province, Japanese Occupied China 

Artillery Regiment of the Instruction Corps of the Taiyuan Pacification Government Office was located in Taiyuan, 

Shanxi Province 

 

Arushirin 

Arushirin is a Japanese traditional charcoal medical preparation used as a treatment for dysentery and diarrhea 102 

 

PERSON NAME: Asada fnu 

ALTERNATE NAME/SPELLING: 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Colonel 

ASSIGNED: Deputy Chief, Japanese Military Mission, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Asada fnu was a Colonel in the Imperial Japanese Army. Asada served as Deputy Chief, Japanese Military Mission. 

May be a reference to Colonel Asada Saburo 
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139:òCited in: Hawk, Alan. Historical Collections Manager. National Museum of Health and Medicine, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. 
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PERSON NAME: Asada Saburo 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Colonel 

ASSIGNED: Chief of the 2nd Department (Intelligence), Kwantung Army, Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, 

Manchukuo 

Asada Saburo was a Colonel in the Imperial Japanese Army. He served Chief of the 2nd Department (Intelligence), 

Kwantung Army 

 

PERSON NAME: Asaeda Shigeharu 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Japanese Imperial Headquarters, Tokyo, Japan 

Asaeda Shigeharu served at the Japanese Imperial Headquarters 

 

Asahi Shimbun 103 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Asahikawa, Kamikawa sub-prefecture, Hokkaido, Japan 

 

PERSON NAME: Asahina fnu 

 

PERSON NAME: Asahina Masajiro 

LOCATION: Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Asahina Masajiro served as the head of the Typhus Vaccine Section of Unit 731, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, 

Manchukuo 104 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Asahina Section, Unit 731, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

The Asahina Section was one of the original Sections that made up the 3rd Division ï Prophylaxis and Water Supply 

Division of Unit 731 when it moved from Beiyinhe in Wuchang County to Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, 

Manchukuo in 1937. The Asahina Section was responsible for bacterial pathogen production. 105 The label 

ñAsahinaò reflects the name of its leader, believed to be Asahina Shojiro 106 

 

PERSON NAME: Asahina Shojiro 

ALTERNATE NAME/SPELLING: Asahina Seijirou 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Chief, Entomology Department, Unit 731, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Asahina Shojiro was an Entomologist. He headed Unit 731ôs Entomology Department. Post-war be became the 

Director of the Department of Entomology, and an Honorary Fellow of the Japanese National Institute of Health, 

Tokyo, Japan. Asahina Shojiro may also be known as Asahina Seijirou 

 

Asahi Shimbun 

 

PERSON NAME: Asahina Seijirou 

 

                                                           
103 War and Medicine. Exhibition Panel Brochure. Facts and responsibility of participation of Japanese medical establishment to 15 years of war. 
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104 Shibata Shingo, JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH (JNIH)-JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES (NIID) AS HEIRS TO THE TRADITION OF MEDICAL SCIENTISTS OF THE BIOLOGICAL WARFARE NETWORK. 

Emeritus Professor at Hiroshima University, Chairman, Civil rights Campaign against Wrong Location of JNIH-NIID 
http://www.vaccinationnews.org/DailyNews/June2002/JNIH13.htm  
105 Human experimentation by the 4th Japanese Army. Google Translation. Undated http://www.lit.osaka-
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106 Shibata Shingo, JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH (JNIH)-JAPANôS NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INFECTIOUS 
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PERSON NAME: Asai Haruo 107 

Asai Haruo served in Manchukuo during World War II. 108 Asai was a member of a ñstay behindò intelligence 

network, the Toyoda Group, being developed by Ishii Shiro in North China towards the end of the war. The Toyoda 

Groupôs purpose was to observe and report on occupying Soviet and/or Chinese forces. 109 The known and suspected 

membership of the Toyoda Group included: Asai Haruo, Hoia Tokijiro, Ishihara Kanji, Kihara Yukio, Kuhara fnu, 

Kojima Kinji, Mizuguchi Kazukichi, Mizumo fnu, Nakano Takeo, Sasaki Sankichi, Shono Kiyoshi, Suguhara 

Tetsugi, Tokuma Kikan and Toyoda Hokyo 

 

 
 

PERSON NAME: Asaka (Yasuhiko) (27 November 1887-12 April 1981) 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: General 

ASSIGNED: ****  

LOCATION: Nanking (Nanjing), Jiangsu Province, Japanese Occupied China 

General Prince Yasuhiko Asaka (20 Oct 1887-12 Apr 1981) of Japan, was the founder of a collateral branch of the 

Japanese imperial family and a career officer in the Imperial Japanese Army. He was the son-in-law of Emperor 

Meiji and by marriage, an uncle of Emperor Hirohito. Prince Asaka was Commander of Japanese forces in the final 

assault on Nanjing, then the capital city of Nationalist China, in Dec 1937. He was a perpetrator of the Nanking 

Massacrȩ Nanking (Nanjing), Jiangsu Province but was never charged 

GENERAL OFFICER: 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

RANK: General 

Nickname: Prince Asakanomiya YasuhikoǾ 

PROMOTIONS: 

1922-08-xx Lieutenant-Colonel 

1925-08-07 Colonel 

1929-12-10 Major-General 

1933-08-01 Lieutenant-General 

1939-08-01 General 

SERVICE: 

1920-01-xx ï 1926-06-03 Attached ï War College 

                                                           
107 Biographical Sketches: Transmittal on members of the ñToyoda Group.ò Names include TOYODA, NAKANO, KOJIMA, SUGAWARA, 

SASAKI, ASAI, MIZUGUCHI, HOIA, KIHARA, ISHIHARA, & SHIONO. 23 Sept 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. 

Record Group 319, Entry 184B, Box 549. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological 
Warfare, 1934-2006 
108 Biographical Sketches: Transmittal on members of the ñToyoda Group.ò Names includes Haruo Asai. Dated: 22 Sept 1947. Location: US 

National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 319, Entry 184B, Box 549. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese 
War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
109 Biographical Sketches: Transmittal on members of the ñToyoda Group.ò Names includes Hokyo TOYODA. 22 Sept 1947. Location: US 
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1926-06-03 ï 1932-02-29 Instructor ï Military Academy 

1932-02-29 ï 1933-08-01 Commanding Officer, 1st Infantry Brigade 

1933-08-01 ï 1935-12-02 General Officer Commanding, Imperial Guards Division 

1935-12-02 ï 1937-12-02 Member, Supreme War Council 

1937-12-02 ï 1938-03-14 Commander-in-Chief, Shanghai Expeditionary Army [China] 

1938-02-14 ï 1945-11-30 Member, Supreme War Council 

1945-11-30   Retired 

 

PERSON NAME: Asamura Shunpei 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Navy 

KNOWN RANK: Ensign 

ASSIGNED: Surgeon, 4th Naval Hospital, Dublon Island, Truk Atoll 

Asamura Shunpei was a Surgeon and Ensign with the Imperial Japanese Navy. Asamura was assigned to Dublon 

Island and served with the 4th Naval Hospital. On or about 20 Jul 1944 at Dublon Island, Truk Atoll, Caroline 

Islands, at a time when a state of war existed between the United State of America, its Allies and Dependencies, and 

the Imperial Japanese Empire, willfully, feloniously, with premeditation and malice forethought, and without 

justifiable cause, assault, strike and kill, by bayoneting with fixed bayonets, spearing with spears, and beheading 

with swords, two (2) American POW. 110 In 1947 Asamura was tried by Courts-Martial on Guam. He was sentenced 

to ten years confinement 111 

 

PERSON NAME: Asano Shimpei 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Navy 

KNOWN RANK: Rear Admiral 

ASSIGNED: Commander, 41st Naval Guard Unit, Dublon Island, Truk Atoll 

ASSIGNED: Commander, 85th Submarine Base, Truk Atoll 

 

PERSON NAME: Asano Tomizo 

Asano Tomizo, with Tsuneishi Kei-ichi authored The Bacteriological Warfare Unit and the Suicide of Two 

Physicians. Tokyo: Shincho-Sha Publishing Co., 1982 

 

As related by Tsuneishi Kei-ichi and Asano Tomizo: ñNo matter what was done, anything was permissible so long 

as it was ófor the countryô or for the ógood of society.ôé In everyday society, there is no such distinction on reasons 

for killing. In the field of science, however, killing can result in new findings or a revolutionary breakthrough which 

would benefit all of mankind. The scientist who brought about the same would naturally make quite a name for 

himself. 112 ñIt is clear that the human experimentation was bad. However, it is also clear that many physicians of 

conscience and thinking also were a part of ñ731ò and similar activities. These are people who would never kill 

another human being in the normal social context. They are the type of people who would be greatly troubled if they 

just injured another person in an automobile accidentò 113 

 

As Tsuneishi Kei-ichi and Asano Tomizo were told: ñThe people of the unit [in Nanking] called their steel barred 

cells ñrooms that do not open.ò The cells were patrolled by armed guards at all times. At the 731st, they called these 

subjects ñmarutaò (logs); but here, they were called ñzaimokuò (lumber).ò 114 A former Member of the Nanking BW 

unit recalled: ñsometimes it was tough on the new soldiers and they had no place to go and cry, so they went to the 

latrine. They would slip out of their beds quietly at night and go. One night when I went, I saw two soldiers dressed 

                                                           
110 UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET. Commander Marianas. Charges and Specifications in the case of. Serial: 12147. 8 May 1947 
111 UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET. COMMANDER MARIANAS. MILITARY COMMISSION ORDER NO. 39. (In re IWANAMI, 
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112 The Bacteriological Warfare Unit and the Suicide of Two Physicians (Tokyo: Shincho-Sha Publishing Co., 1982 Cited in: Harris. Sheldon H. 
Factories of Death Japanese biological warfare 1932 - 45 and the American cover-up. Routledge. London. 1994 
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in white carrying a stretcher. They took it to the incinerator beyond the latrine. There was a white cloth over the 

stretcher, but from the way it bulged, it was clear that there was a person under itò 115 

 

PERSON NAME: Asanuma Yasushi 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  

ASSIGNED: Unit 731, Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Asanuma Yasushi served in Unit 731 

 

Ash 

 

PERSON NAME: Asao fnu 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Captain 

ASSIGNED: ****  

Asao fnu was a Captain in the Imperial Japanese Army 

 

PERSON NAME: Ashida fnu 

Ashida fnu died in 1945 and was never interrogated. 116 Ashida fnu may be a reference to Ashida Teruzo 

 

PERSON NAME: Ashida Teruzo 

Ashida Teruzo died of natural causes on 15 Mar 1945 117 

 

PERSON NAME: Ashita fnu 118 

ALTERNATE NAME/SPELLING: 

Ashita fnu may be a possible reference to Ashida Teruzo 

 

PERSON NAME: Ashurst, William 

 

POLITICAL POLICY: Asia for Asiatics 

 

JAPANESE GOVERMENTAL AGENCY: Asia Development Board  

 

PLACE NAME: The Asian Auschwitz 

LOCATION: Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

Pingfan, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo is also known as the Asian Auschwitz 

 

SOCIAL SOCIETY: Asian League 

 

PERSON NAME: Aso Tetsuo 119 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: ****  
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ASSIGNED: *** *  

Aso Tetsuo was a Surgeon in the Imperial Japanese Army. He was originally an obstetrician-gynecologist. Aso 

Tetsuo was assigned to conduct medical checks on ñcomfort womenò  

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Assam, India 

LOCATION: Assam State, India 

 

SOCIAL SOCIETY: Association for the National Defense Concept 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION: Association of Returnees 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION: Association of Universal Benevolence 

 

MEDICINE: Atabrine 

 

ATIS - Allied Translator and Information Service (US) 

 

ATIS Central Interrogation Center (US) 

LOCATION: Tokyo, Japan 

 

ATIS 17934 (US) 

 

ATIS Doc No. 22408B (US) 

 

ATIS Translation Doc. No. 17815 (US) 120 

 

ATIS Translation Doc. No. 17934 (US) 121 

 

PERSON NAME: Atkiss, Donald David 

LOCATION: Rabaul, New Britain, Papua New Guinea, Commonwealth of Australia, League of Nations Mandate 

under Japanese Occupation 

 

Donald David Atkiss, Ensign, US Naval Reserve was the subject of experimental blood tests conducted by Captain 

Hirano Einosuke that directly resulted in his death. From the McMurria affidavit; RG 331 Box 943 Rabaul Reports; 

NARA #7 IMG_0029: 

Q. Describe all you know about malaria medical experiments conducted by Medical Officer Captain Einosuke 

Hirano which resulted in the deaths of Ensign Donald David Atkiss, USNR, and AR 2/c Richard Lanigan, 

USNR. Were these medical experiments performed on the prisoners over their protests? Dr. Einosuke Hirano 

has been interrogated recently in Tokyo, and he claims that he performed these experiments with the consent of 

the prisoners. Describe in detail all that you know about these medical experiments. Was sheepôs blood used in 

these experiments? 

 

A. About 25 Jul 1945, Captain Einosuke Hirano conducted medical experiments on five (5) prisoners. They 

were: Lt. Holguin, Lt. (Jg) Nason, Ensign Donald David Atkiss, AR 2/c Lanigan and myself. We were promised 

quinine and other malaria treatments if any harm resulted from these experiments. About every three days these 

five men gave a few ounces of blood to the doctor and we in turn were given an equal amount of blood taken 

from Japanese soldiers, who were visibly and noticeably suffering from malaria. This exchange of blood 

occurred several times and lasted over a period of about a month 

 

                                                           
120 SAGAMIGAHARA Army Hospital [Case File # 290]. Dated: 8 May 1946. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record 
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During this time an orderly was stationed near our compound and he made three or four smears each day, I 

suppose to determine whether or not we were contracting the malaria thus injected. These experiments were 

performed over our protests. Such protest being taken very lightly and, of course, disregarded. We made no 

physical effort to prevent these experiments. Dr. Einosuke Hirano as such as offered bribes, e.g., medical 

treatment later, perhaps an improved diet, etc. Such promises, of course, were never fulfilled. I have no way of 

knowing whether sheepôs blood was used in any of these experiments. Ensign Donald David Atkiss and AR 2/c 

Richard Laniganôs death was unquestionably a direct result of these experiments 122 

 

MEDICINE: Atropine 

 

Attaché to the Imperial Household in Manchukuo 

 

Attack No 1 

Attack No 1 was the brand name of Japanese military-issued condoms. 123 

 

Australian War Crimes Court 

WAR CRIMES: ****  

LOCATION: ****  

 

CONFESSION: Autocritique 

 

Australian Army Nursing Service from the 2/13th Australian General Hospital 

 

BUREAU: Aviation Ordnance Bureau, Ministry of Munitions 

LOCATION: ****  

 

CODE NAME: Awa 

Awa was the Japanese code word/cover-term to be used over open radio channels when talking about bubonic 

plague. The word may have also been used to as a reference to ñplague infected fleasò 124 

 

MERCHANT TRANSPORT: Awaji Maru 

 

PERSON NAME: Awochi Washio 

WAR CRIMES: Temporary Court-martial at Batavia, Batavia, Dutch East Indies 

SENTENCE: 10 years 

EXECUTED: N/A 

Awochi Washio was a Japanese hotel-keeper who ran a club-restaurant in Batavia from 1943 to 1945 and was tried 

postwar for having forced Dutch women to practice prostitution within the premises of the club. 125 The accused was 

charged with having ñin time of war and as a subject of a hostile power, namely Japan,ò an ñowner of the Sakura-

Club, founded for the use of Japanese civilians,ò committed ñwar crimes by, in violation of the laws and customs of 

war, recruiting women and girls to serve the said civilians or causing them to be recruited for the purpose, and then 

under the direct or indirect threat of the Kenpei (Japanese Military Police) should they wish to leave, forcing them to 

commit prostitution with the members of the said club,ò which the women and girls ñwere not able to leave freelyò 

126  
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Georgia Date: 21 Jul 1948 McMurria affidavit; RG 331 Box 943 Rabaul Reports; 
http://www.mansell.com/pow_resources/camplists/other/rabaul/mcmurria_affidavit_rabaul.html  
123 Testimony and Silence ï former soldiers facing up to their crimes. The 7th Special Exhibition. 4 Jul 2009 ï 20 Jun 2010. http://wam-

peace.org/en/exhibitions/exhibit07/  
124 MATSUMURA Takao. Unit 731 and the germ-warfare by the Japanese army. Penser les atrocit®s de lôarm®e japonaise durant la Seconde 

Guerre mondiale. Table ronde. Organis®e par lôInstitut dôhistoire du temps présent 

avec le soutien de lôInstitut historique allemand de Paris. 1er octobre 2007. 16 heures - 18 heures. Institut Historique Allemand de Paris 
125 CASE No. 76. TRIAL OF WASHIO AWOCHI NETHERLANDS TEMPORARY COURT-MARTIAL AT BATAVIA (JUDGMENT 

DELIVERED ON 25TH OCTOBER, 1946) Enforced prostitution a war crime. 
126 CASE No. 76. TRIAL OF WASHIO AWOCHI NETHERLANDS TEMPORARY COURT-MARTIAL AT BATAVIA (JUDGMENT 
DELIVERED ON 25TH OCTOBER, 1946) Enforced prostitution a war crime. 
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The prosecution asked the court to find the accused guilty of ñthe war crime of enforced prostitutionò and to convict 

him to 15 yearsô imprisonment. 127 The manifestations of what is deemed to constituteò enforcedò prostitution were 

considered by the court and summarized in its findings on the offence. With regard to the facts of the case tried, they 

were described as follows: 128 Women and girlsò intended for prostitution had to take up residence in a part of the 

club shut off for that purpose and from which they were not· free to move.ò 129 When they wished to leave the 

brothel, women and girlsò were threatened with the Kenpeiò (Japanese military police), which threats, in view of the 

nature of the Japanese police, ñwere rightly considered as being synonymous with ill-treatment, loss of liberty or 

worse.ò 130 The threats were ñof such a serious characterò that ñthe women and girls were forced through them to 

give themselves to the Japanese visitors of the Sakura Club against their will.ò 131 The above descriptions are 

illustrative of the main elements of ñenforced prostitution,ò which amount to compulsion in all its possible forms 132 

 

The court heard as witnesses some 12 women or girls who were forced to prostitution by the accused. According to 

their testimony, given under oath and corroborated by other evidence, as well as statements made by the accused 

himself, the facts were as follows: Awochi was established in Batavia from 1920 and returned to Japan prior to the 

aggression on Pearl Harbor, on 30 November, 1941. After the occupation of the Dutch East Indies by Japanese 

forces, he returned to Batavia in June, 1942. He first opened a restaurant called ñAkiboro.ò Later on, in 1943, he 

rented a block of houses and opened a brothel to which a restaurant and a bar were attached. The place was known 

as the Sakura Club and was exclusively reserved for Japanese civilians. His assistant in the brothel business was a 

woman, Lies Beerhorst, with whom he had lived since 1943 133  

 

With her help, girls were engaged to serve in the restaurant or in the bar as waitresses and then gradually forced to 

commit acts of prostitution with the customers. In most cases, when accepting to serve in the restaurant or bar, the 

girls were unaware of the existence of the brothel. In other cases they knew of it, but made specific arrangements 

that they would have nothing to do with it. In only a few cases the girls willingly and knowingly accept the 

prostitution. Threats with police measures were, in some instances, used at the stage of inducing the girls to become 

waitresses. In all cases the girls wished to leave the place either when put under pressure to become prostitutes or a 

certain time after having started this activity. They were not allowed to do so. 134 All were threatened with the 

Japanese police, that is, with imprisonment or deportation, and some were even severely beaten. Some girls were 

required to earn a minimum of 450 guilders per evening, and thus to receive at least three visitors. No girl was 

allowed to receive less than two visitors every night. In several instances girls who persisted in asking to leave were 

delivered to the police and deported to other districts. Among those who were thus forced to prostitution were girls 

of 12 and 14 years of age 135 

 

The accused admitted having run the brothel with the assistance of his mistress, Lies Beerhorst, but pleaded that he 

had done so under orders of the Japanese authorities. 136 The accused was ñleader and headò of the Sakura Club; 

Lies Beerhorst ñlived with him as his mistress and was a subordinate of his; ñthe accused had great financial 

interests in the takings of the club.ò Therefore the court concluded thatò it can be established not only that the 

accused knew of Lies Beerhorstôs attitude towards the prostitutes, but even that this attitude was the result of an 

                                                           
127 CASE No. 76. TRIAL OF WASHIO AWOCHI NETHERLANDS TEMPORARY COURT-MARTIAL AT BATAVIA (JUDGMENT 
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order given to Lies Beerhorst by the accused.ò 137 He alleged that the whole business was conducted by Lies 

Beerhorst, and that, although he confirmed every engagement of girls, he personally never used threat, force or trickô 

to recruit the girls or make them remain when they wanted to leave. He confessed to having beaten one of the girls, 

but contended that this was not in order to force her to prostitution, but for other reasons 138  

 

The court referred also to the fact that the girls used on prostitution were Dutch women and found that ñin view of 

where the power lay in this country during the Japanese domination and of the ideas held by the Japanese with 

regard to the relationship between them and their subordinates, especially if the latter belonged to another race, it 

may be taken that the accused is directly responsible for the treatment to which the prostitutes were subjected at the 

Sakura Clubò 139 

 

The accused was found guilty of the ñwar crime of enforced prostitutionò and was sentenced to 10 yearsô 

imprisonment. 140 In imposing punishment the court took into consideration the fact that the girls involved ñwere 

mostly in poverty-stricken and difficult circumstancesò and that the ñaccused took advantageò of it for ñhis own 

purposes;ò that the accusedò drew a very good incomeò from the club and that the girlsò were forced to work very 

hard in order to make the takings as high as possibleò 141 

 

PERSON NAME: Ayabe Kitsuju (18 April 1894-14 February 1980) 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Lieutenant-General 

ASSIGNED: Assistant Chief-of-Staff, Kwantung Army, Changchun (Hsinking), Jilin Province, Manchukuo 

ASSIGNED: Deputy Chief-of-Staff, 3rd Army, Yanji, Manchukuo 

ASSIGNED: Commander, 25th Cavalry Regiment 

SUBORDINATION: 4th Cavalry Brigade 

GARRISON HEADQUARTERS LOCATION: Toyohashi, Aichi Prefecture, Japan 

GRADUATE: Army War College, Minato, Tokyo, Japan - 1924 

GRADUATE: Army Calvary School, Chiba Prefecture, Tokyo, Japan - 1917 

Ayabe Kitsuju (18 Apr 1894-14 Feb 1980) served as the Assistant Chief-of-Staff, Kwantung Army, Imperial 

Japanese Army 

 

 Ayabe Kitsuju graduated from the 27th class of the Army Cavalry School 

in Oct 1917. Upon receiving his commission as Second lieutenant, he was 

posted to the 12th Cavalry Regiment. He served in the Siberian 

Intervention from Aug 1918 to Jul 1919. Ayabe then attended the Army 

War College (Japan), Minato, Tokyo, Japan, and after graduation in 1924, 

was promoted to captain. He then served in a number of staff positions. He 

served in Poland and the Soviet Union (USSR) from Aug 1928-Nov 1930 

as a military attaché. After his return to Japan, he was promoted to Major, 

and in 1934 to Lieutenant Colonel 

 

From 1935-1937, Ayabe served as Chief of the Maneuvers Section of the 

Kwantung Army, and from 1937ï1939, as Chief of 1st Section 

(Organization & Mobilization) in the Imperial Japanese Army General 

Staff. He was based in Manchukuo at the start of the Second Sino-

Japanese War (7 Jul 1937-9 Sept 1945) 
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From 1939-1940, Ayabe was Commander of the 25th Cavalry Regiment in China, and was subsequently promoted to 

the position of Deputy Chief-of-Staff of the IJA 3rd Army (in Manchukuo) in 1940. Over the period 1940-1941, he 

was sent on a military liaison mission to Berlin and Rome to coordinate efforts between Japan and the other Axis 

members of the Tripartite Alliance. From Jul 1941 ï 1942, Ayabe served as deputy Chief-of-Staff of the Kwantung 

Army, Manchukuo, and served from Jul 1942 as Chief-of-Staff of the Japanese First Area Army (Manchuria) 

 

 After promotion to Lieutenant-General in Oct 1943, Ayabe was reassigned to the Southern Expeditionary Army 

Group as Deputy Chief-of-Staff and was based in Singapore. The Southern Army became the Japanese Seventh 

Area Army in 1944, and Ayabe was appointed as Chief-of-Staff. However, he was badly injured in an airplane crash 

in Feb 1944, and was assigned to staff duty in Tokyo, Japan through the remainder of the war. Ayabe retired from 

active military service with the dissolution of the Imperial Japanese Army at the end of World War II. From 1955 to 

1970 he worked as an advisor for Mitsubishi Heavy Industries. He died on 14 Feb 1980 at the age of 85 years, 9 

months and 27 days old 

GENERAL OFFICER: 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

RANK: Lieutenant-General 

PROMOTIONS: 

1940-08-13 Major-General 

1943-10-29 Lieutenant-General 

SERVICE: 

1935-03-01 ï 1937-10-30 Senior Staff Officer, Kwantung Army 

1935-08-01 ï 1937-10-30 Senior Strategy Officer Kwantung Army 

1937-08-10 ï 1937-10-30 Chief, Research Section, Kwantung Army 

1937-10-30 ï 1939-03-09 Chief 1st Section (Organization & Mobilization), 

1st Bureau General Staff 

1939-03-09 ï 1940-03-09 Commanding Officer, 25th Cavalry Regiment [China] 

1940-03-09 ï 1940-08-01 Senior Staff Officer, 3rd Army 

1940-08-01 ï 1940-10-09 Deputy Chief-of-Staff, 3rd Army [Manchuria] 

1940-12-09 ï 1940-12-xx Attached ï General Staff 

1940-12-xx ï 1941-07-xx Member, Japanese Military Mission to Berlin & Rome 

1941-04-01 ï 1941-07-07 Head, 4th Section, General Staff 

1941-07-07 ï 1942-07-01 Deputy Chief-of-Staff, Kwantung Army 

1942-07-01 ï 1942-12-07 Chief-of-Staff, 1st Area Army [Manchuria] 

1942-12-07 ï 1943-10-15 Head, 1st Section, General Staff 

1943-10-15 ï 1944-03-22 Deputy Chief-of-Staff, Southern Army 

1944-04-xx ï 1944-06-27 Attached, 7th Area Army Headquarters 

1944-06-27 ï 1945-09-xx Chief-of-Staff, 7th Area Army [Singapore] 

1946-12-xx  Retired 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Aza Kanegusuku, Okinawa Prefecture, Japan 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Aza Kyan, Okinawa Prefecture, Japan 

 

DOCTRINE: B research 

Type-B bacteriological warfare research, was defined as ñdefensive researchò by Ishii Shiro. 142 According to Ishii 

Shiro this was the only type of bacteriological warfare research could be done in Japan. Offensive bacteriological 

warfare research would have to be done outside Japan 

 

BACILLUS: B. anthracis 

 

BACILLUS: B. dysenteriae 

 

BACILLUS: B. hystolyticus 
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BACILLUS: B. novyii 

 

BACILLUS: B. prodigiosus 

 

BACILLUS: B. tetani 

 

BACILLUS: B. typhi 

 

BACILLUS: B. typhosus 

 

BACILLUS: B. tuberculosis 

 

BACILLUS: B. welkchii 

 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT: B-type water filter 

 

B-25 Mitchell (US) 

 

PLACE NAME: Babaoshan Revolutionary Cemetery 

 

BACILLUS: Bac tuberculosis 

 

BACILLUS: Bacilli 

 

BIOLOGICAL WEAPON: Bacillus Bomb 

 

VACCINE: Bacillus Calmette-Gueran (BCG) 

 

BACTERIA WARFARE RESEARCH DIVISION: Bacillus research 

 

BIOLOGICAL TEST AGENT: Bactal 

 

BIOLOGICAL TEST AGENT: Bactal Seed 

 

BACTERIA WARFARE RESEARCH DIVISION: Bacteria Research 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteria Research Unit, Beiyinhe, Wuchang County, Heilongjiang Province, 

Manchukuo 

Bacteria Research Unit was the original and first name of what eventually became Unit 731. Externally the Bacteria 

Research Unit was referred to as the ñJiamao Unit.ò The term ñJiamao Unitò was a cover term used to hide the 

actual purpose of the Bacteria Research Unit. The Bacteria Research Unit managed the Anda Airfield test site at 

Anda in Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacterial War Army (BKA) 143 

LOCATION: Beiyinhe, Wuchang County, Heilongjiang Province, Manchukuo 

The Bacterial War Army (BKA) was another name for the Ishii BKA Corps 144 

 

BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE: Bacteriology, Microbiological Institute, Faculty of Medicine, Kyoto 

Imperial University, Kyoto, Japan 

 

                                                           
143 Memorandum from Japanese Communist Party. Dated: 14 Dec 1945Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 331, 
Entry 1331, Box 1762. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
144 FEC, G-2 report on Shiro Ishii and ñActivity of Ishii B.K.A. Corpsò accusations sent by Japanese Communist Party to Far East Command. 

Dated: 9 Jun 1947. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 319, Entry 184B, Box 549. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. 
Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
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BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Chemical Research Center, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, 

Manchukuo 145 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Detachment Ei 

LOCATION: Nanking (Nanjing), Jiangsu Province, Japanese Occupied China 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Department Army Medical Academy 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Experimental Center, Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, 

Manchukuo 146 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Investigation of Air-Raid Casualties 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Research Section 

LOCATION: Peking, Hebei Province, Japanese Occupied China 

The Bacteriological Research Section was an office of the Bacteriological Troop 1855 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Section (Branch 2630) 

LOCATION: ****  

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Section, Branch 2630 

LOCATION: ****  

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Section, Tokyo Army Medical College, Tokyo, Japan 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Troop 1855 

LOCATION: Peking, Hebei Province, Japanese Occupied China 

 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE UNIT: Bacteriological Warfare Centre EI [China] 

 

MEDICINE: Bagnon 

Intravenous quinine. 

 

PLACE NAME: Baintsagan Hill 

LOCATION: Nomonhan, Manchukuoan-claimed territory 

 

PERSON NAME: Baker King 147 

Unofficial cover term used by the Adjutant Generalôs Office (US) in Tokyo, Japan to refer to Ishii Shiro 

 

Baker William Project 148 

Unofficial cover term used the Adjutant Generalôs Office (US) in Tokyo, Japan to refer to the Japanese Biological 

Warfare Program 

 

                                                           
145 Cover and cross reference sheet for a cable about Gen, Shiro Ishii. 2 Jun 1959. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record 

Group 263, Entry 016, Box 27. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 

1934-2006 
146 Composite Report Based on Interrogation of Four Japanese medical Officers, re Special Questions on Japanese Biological Warfare. Dated: 9 
Mar 1945. Location: US National Archives. Adelphi, Maryland. Record Group 319, Entry 85, Box 7264. Cited in: William H. Cunliffe. Select 

Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological Warfare, 1934-2006 
147 All quotations are taken from CINCFE (Carpenter, Legal Section, SCAP) to War (WDSCA WC), 6 Jun 1947, Record Group 153,000.5, GHQ 
AGO Records, The National Archives. Carpenter sent an intelligible translation of the cable to the War Department on 7 Jun 1947. CINCFE 

Tokyo Japan (Carpenter, Legal Section, SCAP), to War (WDSCA WC), 7 Jun 1947, Incoming Classified Message, Top Secret To Priority, CAD 

TS Message File, 42ï49, The National Archives 
148 All quotations are taken from CINCFE (Carpenter, Legal Section, SCAP) to War (WDSCA WC), 6 Jun 1947, Record Group 153,000.5, GHQ 

AGO Records, The National Archives. Carpenter sent an intelligible translation of the cable to the War Department on 7 Jun 1947. CINCFE 

Tokyo Japan (Carpenter, Legal Section, SCAP), to War (WDSCA WC), 7 Jun 1947, Incoming Classified Message, Top Secret To Priority, CAD 
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PERSON NAME: Ban Shigeo 149 

MILITARY ASSOCIATION: Imperial Japanese Army 

KNOWN RANK: Major 

ASSIGNED: Army 9th Technology Institute (Norobito Institute), Kawasaki, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan 

Ban Shigeo was a Major in the Imperial Japanese Army. He served as an Engineer with the Army 9th Technology 

Institute (Norobito Institute), Kawasaki, and Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan. 150 Ban was one of seven members of the 

Noborito Institute (Army 9th Technology Institute), Kawasaki, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan dispatched to the Central 

China Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply Department (EPWSD) in Nanjing in early May of 1941 where they 

conducted experiments with poison on about 15 Chinese prisoners. 151 Ban and his eight colleagues were ordered by 

the Army General Staff Corps to visit Unit 1644 to test the toxicity of a newly developed poison, acetone 

cyanhydrin, in humans. 152 In 1993, Ban wrote: 

 

Director Shinoda of Noborito Institute met Commander Ishii Shiro of Unit 731 at the General Staff Corps and asked 

for cooperation with this experiment. Ishii freely agreed. Unit 731 was established as Japanese Armyôs secret 

biological warfare unit, but in its pharmacological division cyanide compounds were also studied. . . According to 

the program, the experiment would continue for about a week, the experimenter would be an army surgeon of Unit 

1644, and researchers of Noborito Institute would support him. The subjects were captive soldiers of Chinese Army 

or the condemned for general crimes. The number of the subjects were about fifteen 

 

The aims of the experiment were to determine lethal dose of acetone cyanhydrin, to observe symptoms, and to 

compare it with potassium cyanide. The results of deglutition and injection experiments demonstrated that, as had 

been predicted, both forms of cyanide made almost the same progress from administration to death and showed 

almost the same effects at dissection. Injection was most effective, hypodermic injection was enough 

 

The lethal dose of acetone cyanhydrin was about 1cc (1g), whose effect appeared in a few minutes and led to death 

in 30 minutes. But it depends on constitution, sex, and age, in some cases it took from several to more than ten hours 

to die. We could not determine it precisely. Anyway, acetone cyanhydrin begins to take effect in seconds, though it 

takes a little more time than potassium cyanide 

 

In 1948, Ban and his colleagues at Noborito Institute (Army 9th Technology Institute), Kawasaki, Kanagawa 

Prefecture, Japan confessed this and other poison experiments to the detectives of the Tokyo Metropolitan Police 

Department when they were investigated in relation to a burglary and murder case called the ñTeigin (short for 

Teikoku Ginko) Caseò 153 

 

On Jan. 26, 1948, a man wearing an armband of the ñTokyo Metropolitan Government.ò entered a branch of the 

Teikoku Bank in Tokyo and told the staff he was there to give them a ñprophylactic to dysenteryò But in fact, he 

gave them cyanide, and 12 staff died. The police suspected that the criminal was a former officer of Ishiiôs medical 

network or army technological institutes in Japan, because he dealt with poison so skillfully. During the police 

investigation, Ishii, Ban, and other concerned parties testified that deadly cyanide experiments were performed twice 

at Unit 1644 in 1941 and 1943-1944 and three times at Togo Unit in Beiyinhe in 1934, 1935 or 1936, 1936 or 1937 
154 

 

Ban later led the ñchemical sectionò of a US clandestine unit hidden within Yokosuka naval base during the Korean 

War, and then worked on unspecified projects inside the United States from 1955 to 1959, before returning to Japan 

to enter the private sector 

 

Authored Ban S. Rikugun Noborito Kenkyujo no Shinjitsu (The Truth about Noborito Institute). Tokyo, Japan: Fuyo 

Shobo Shuppan 2001 
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Ban passed away in Nov 1993 at the age of 83 

 

 
 

WAR CRIMES: Bangka Island Massacre 

LOCATION: Bangka Island. Dutch East Indies under Japanese Occupation 

The Bangka Island massacre was committed on 16 February 1942, when Imperial Japanese soldiers machine-gunned 

22 Australian Army nurses and 60 Australian and British soldiers and crew members from two sunken ships. Vivian 

Bullwinkel was the sole survivor of the nurses; two soldiers survived 

 

On 12 February 1942 the Sarawak royal yacht Vyner Brooke left Singapore just before the city fell to the Imperial 

Japanese Army. The ship carried many injured service personnel and 65 nurses of the Australian Army Nursing 

Service from the 2/13th Australian General Hospital, as well as civilian men, women and children. The ship was 

bombed by Japanese aircraft and sank. Two nurses were killed in the bombing; the rest were scattered among the 

rescue boats to wash up on different parts of Bangka Island. About 100 survivors reunited near Radjik Beach 

at Bangka Island, in the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia), including 22 of the original 65 nurses. Once it was 

discovered that the island was held by the Japanese, an officer of the Vyner Brooke went to surrender the group to 

the authorities in Muntok. While he was away army matron Irene Melville Drummond, the most senior of the 

nurses, suggested that the civilian women and children should leave for Muntok, which they did. The nurses stayed 

to care for the wounded. They set up a shelter with a large Red Cross sign on it 

 

At mid-morning the shipôs officer returned with about 20 Japanese soldiers. They ordered all the wounded men 

capable of walking to travel around a headland. The nurses heard a quick succession of shots before the Japanese 

soldiers came back, sat down in front of the women and cleaned their bayonets and rifles. A Japanese officer ordered 

the remaining 22 nurses and one civilian woman to walk into the surf. A machine gun was set up on the beach and 

when the women were waist deep, they were machine-gunned. All but Sister Lt Vivian Bullwinkel were killed. 

Wounded soldiers left on stretchers were then bayoneted and killed 

 

Shot in the diaphragm, Bullwinkel lay motionless in the water until the sound of troops had disappeared. She 

crawled into the bush and lay unconscious for several days. When she awoke, she encountered Private Patrick 

Kingsley, a British soldier who had been one of the wounded from the ship, and had been bayoneted by the Japanese 

soldiers but survived. She dressed his wounds and her own, and then 12 days later they surrendered to the Japanese. 

Kingsley died before reaching a POW camp, but Bullwinkel spent 3 years in one. She survived the war and gave 

evidence of the massacre at a war crimes trial in Tokyo in 1947 

 

POLITICAL UNIT: Bangkok, Thailand 

 

PLACE NAME: Banka Island, Dutch East Indies under Japanese Occupation 

 

PLACE NAME: Banquet Hall of the Consultative Conference 


