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COVER P.AGIE:— 20~ton “mtnun destroyed by Jap mine
on II SHIMA. '

is a photu cf a US lmbank m ado just

OO pound minc on the fi
o*cratlon on IE SHIIL.. The rcmains v Joep,
which was travelling beside the tenk can bu soon
on thce loft. Soven wore killed in the &ntaﬁ and
two in the joep. The almost unbelicvabic destruce
tive power of the mine is graphicenlly portraycd
in this cnd~over-cnd somcrsault of the 40, OOO
pound armer-plated vehicle, Note the mannor in
which the floor of the tork hos been tprr s
“though made of paper.

Soe

An M18 Tonk Destroyer, carrying the
ph'bographor of this picture, passcd over this
S04 tion of the road Just o fow minutes
bofore the dmbank coms nlong, Just after the
pieturc was teken sniper firc was reccived in
the orea.

Officinl US Srmy Phctﬁ vin ls t Info & Hist Svc
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' Thls artlcle was wrinten on the bas1s of 1nformat10n
received through 4 May 45, ;

(1) Whlle informatlon conoernlng Japancse art111ery~methods ‘
being employed in the defense of OKINAWA.is still too meager to allow -
definite conclusions to be drawn a8 to methods of target desxgnatlon, ‘
fire dlrcctxon, observation, and systems of prearranged fires concen=
trations and barrages, certain characteristics of the fire that have
been reported. indicate that the basic methods of employment of artillery
by the Jap in this operation have teen greatly impvoved. The volume
and effectiveness of the enemy's artillery. fireare a reflection of his
grow1ng reallzatlon of its truo WOrth. '

(2) Therc seems o be llttle doubt that tne Jap is coordlnat—
ing the fires of more than one battery and perhaps more than one bat-
talion, This is indicated by the numbor ‘of . rounds reported roceived by
our troops in relat ;vely short perloaq of tlme.v One ‘of the heaviest con=
.centrations reported was in a 3 hour period on the night of 23/24 April
when a total of 4,500 rounds of artillery fire was received by the 7th-
Division. The caliber of this fire 'was not reported.. This .is more than
cequal to the fire of a battalion of 3 firing batteries of 4 guns each
firing at a sustained rate of fire of 2 rounds per gun per- minutes Re=
ports received since. this writing indieate that 11,000 ‘to. 12,000 rounds
of artillery were fired in preparation’ for Jap ogunter-attack of 4 Maya
Period of time required for this preparotion was not stated. This
coordination of fires is, in effect, massing of fires. However, it is
considered doubtful if this 1sibelng accomplished by ﬁhc use of .a battale
ionsfire directidn center,.  Rather it is probmble that such a “tying tom
gether of batteries and perhaps battalions is being accomplished by
the retention of operational control of artillery by artillery hgs, and
by the coordinqtlon by thls hqs the prearranged flres of 1ts subordlnate
units. Lo - i e PR
! (3)" No reports of the rapldltv of traﬁsfer of fire haveibeen
received, The lack of such reports, conslderlng the promlnent part
‘being played ty artillery in this operation, is some indieation that
rapid transfer of fire is not an outstanding feature, which it probably
would be Were the mnomy using fire dlr@ctlon centers. e

(4) On the othcr hand there'are reports which 1ndxcate that
the enemy, has Yeen -skillful in his employment of artlllery against tar-
gots of opportunity, The use of artlllery fire against our troop eon= ’
centrations and avain»t our, 4ttacksvhas ‘bean reported.

o (5) Reports have stated also that whenever our troops moved
in certain areas they received accurate. artillery fire immediately. - y
This could indicate rapid and accurate fire control by a fire direction e
center but more probably it indicates that the enemy had prepared bare &fwff
rages "for certain areas which could be brought dovm whenever our troops
were observed inm these areas. :

(6) Recognition by the enemy of the value of artillery &as pre=
parat:on for counter-~attacks has been demonstrated by his employment of
artillery in this role on several otoasions, mobably ‘on the night of
12/13 April,. Attention is invited to note in paragraph (2) re use of.

11 ,000 to 12,000 rounds as preparatlon for counter-attack of 4 May.:




JAP ARTILLERY TACTICS ON OKINAWA (CONTD)

(7) The only indications of" ‘the use of aerial observatlon
for artlllorv dre ‘several. reports: of nnlﬁenﬁlfled cubplanes. being
sighted, These. aireraff were never pbsmﬁxvoﬁv 1dent1f1ed aEveridny. It
is known that the Jap is capable of this type.of observation for artil=

lery and an onemy alrcraft of the cub type was. recontly captured .on
LUZON. : T : ‘

(8) A reaptured map showing enemy . ar+111ery posltlon areas

has been reported. This map. afilrms thab the enemy has.a well organlzed
plan for the use- of his. artlllory and artlllerv mortars. . Overlapplng .
fields of fire. have been provided and the bulk of hlS mbdlum and -long S
range artlllery units- are grouped centrally in his deferise zoné, His .
groupings are 1ocqted in.such-a menner;as ‘o’ ‘be able "to deliver rein-
forcing fires agalnst attacks made on, the poqltlon from all posslble B
avenues of approach. The extenslve nlght fires of the enemy also ine.
dicate an extensive plan of prcarranged flre.;:' T

. (9) The 1ack of discovery of field artlllery emplaoements in
the area early’captured 1ndlcates that the Japs have had. thejir artillery
in its present position. for -a. con81derable period of tlme and had pre-”;;r
pared a well organlzed plan for its omployment. : o

(10) It haebeen -reperted thm, there is stronp' ev:.dence of
the use by the:enemy" of sound” dnd flesh ranging units for’ counter-
battery‘flre. The: enemy's early morning counter-battery fires suggest
that he lpcates our. batteries from’ thelr nlght fires and then delivers
observed.. oounter-battery fire in the morning. +In this connection it is _'
~31gn1f10amt‘that the 1st. Artlllery Intelllgence Reglment has been located
en OKIWAWA. : . v - 0 .

S fj (1L) The enemy is again ugsing caves as. protectlon for ‘his
artlllery pleces: on OKIWAWA.' They are. very dlfflcult to 1ocate and
'destroy. R R e EEL :

S (12) The 1arge percont%ge of dudv whlch oontlnues to be. re-
ported is notables In view of the other features of Jap: artlllery employ-
ment in this operation which seem to indicate well trained personnel,-
the 1arge number of duds: probably 1nd10a+es faulty ammunitlon.ia

(13) CO“ICLUSION-»

a) Preliminary reports 1nd1¢ate that the effectlvenesefﬁ,
of J%p artlllery on OKINAWA m%y be ascrlbed %o a comblnutlon of the fol=-
low1ng factors- .

1. Centralized control of artlllerv maklng poss1bleff.
the coordlnatlon of the flre of 2 or more. batterleu.. )

' < ‘ 2. A greater appreciatlon of capabllltles and value
of artlllery employed as artlllery than hs has had heretofore.

‘,hS Thorough pre-plannlng,and preparatlon of fires.

' SR ﬁ7'4. Skillful observatlon (perhaps aerlal observation e
" to some exteht). . v A e o

o f5. An accurate target d851gnatlon system.‘fﬁ 1

, o "*26 Greater artlllerv strength than has prev1ous1y
"~ been met in the Paclflc Ocean Areas. . . o

. ¥
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PR ble 'use of sound and flash ranging technique
for counter-battery. v ,




it : ‘ y may be using

fire direction centers to mass the Tires: ‘batteries, it is
more probable that each battery is flgurlng its own firirg data for each
mission and the fires are being coordinated by & higher headquarters N
which de51gnates targets for the batterles and coordlnates thelr flre.

(Prom Slxth Army G-2 Wefkly Report No 84 18 Apr 45)

"~ One_of the greatest seemlng paradoxes of the present, war is J
the complete cooperation of the Jap PW in aiding the destructxon of hlS
erstwhile odmrades in arms, - We have always aocepted and correctly s0,
that the principal reason why the- Jap PW gave information go freely ‘
was that he had never been taught otherw1se. We know, moreover, “that
many. PsW’haVe volunteered to flght wmth our %roops. -

" One of the most 1ntereet1ng explanatlons of thls enigmatlc
behav1or is contalned in a letter whioh recentlv was wrltten voluntarlly'
by a PW. He_wrote, 1n part" : ; :

"Turnlng back to Japanese hlstorv we are acqualnted w1th the s
story that BENKEI and’ USHIWAKAMURA. were. commen enemies. - BENKEI chal-
 langed USHIWAKAMURA to a ‘fight from which USHIWAKAMURA emerged - victorious,
Henceforth BENKEI became the evoted and loyal retalner of USHIWAKAMURA

"Phus BENKEI, who devoted hls entire 11fe to his master, EX=
empllfles the tiue spirlt of Japanese BUSHIDO. Once a warrior serves a
master, he bacomes his faithful subject and follower until death. We
who have been ra1qod and indodétrinated in this code of 11fe flrmly be-
lleve that dea th is tho/ultlmate ?1orv of baftle. S

"With this belief in mind, we perform‘our mllltary dutles. I
don't believe there is one Japanese who would serve the enemy as long
as he were alive,  However, if a soldier fails to achieve his mission and
falls into enemy hands, his life as a Japanese soldier ceases to exist,
Consequently, as in the case of BENKEI, we are considered as being born
againe Therefore we are obllg&ted to serve- Amerlca " :

BRIEFS : A
RAT Iomme IN JAPAN

PW reported on ratlonlng in JAPAN in 1944 stating that meat was
limited to 21 oumces per month per person, eggs were limited to
“onme per. person per month (except for ‘hospital patients and sick
people) milk was reservéd for hospatal patlents and ch;ldren,
cheese was not rationed but was unprocurable and gasoline wa.s e
| procurable except through black market. ' ’
(SWPA ATIS Interrogation Report No 708 4/Mav 45)(CONFIDENTIAL)




C;iFrom WD MID Bulletln No 10 14 Nar 45)

According to one of 1ts members captured in thc PHILIPPINES,
the '2d Provisional Infantry Battalion was one of three such wnits hast;
ily organized in the PHILLPDINES by conseripting male civilians (presum=
ably Japanese r681dents) and combining ~them with the remants of various
miscellancous units. The unit, ‘orgarized by the WANILA Defense Unit Hg,
contained meny older men, recalvcd very 11t*lc tralnlng, and performod
mainlj guard ﬂu*y. . T ‘ o

his is the flrst clear example of the actual use of the Jap-
anese: cqulvalent of the German’ Volksqtnrm, but. varivus rnports of" plwns
to use Japsnese civilians for loeal defense in other nreas serve as an
indication of what to expedt in the future, On SAIPAN, (the only Jape
: aneuo-held area invaded. before, the PHILIP! IWFS to contain a sizeable-
numbor of Japanese 01V1111ns), planq o emplov ¢ivilians in local defense
aborted and gener~lly confusion resulted.  In overseas areas where enough
Japanese reside, the local defense headquarters appear to be registering
all Japanese meles. of military age and in some’ "instances to be giving
-them some military training: In the PALAUS, for' example, nearly 4000 re-
servists were summoned in Aug 1944, when invasion seemed imminent, and
‘some of them were .sont to ANGAUR- for speedy one-month training, Alorg
the coast of CHIVA = in the AMOY, CANTON,. HONGKONG and SHANGHAT arcas =
reporty indicate 51m11ar plans to employ. Japanese civilians in local o
Jéefense. On FORMOSA, the mcbilization of 150000 reservists for local de=
fense was to be completed by the end of- Dec 1944,. In JAPAN proper,
broadcasts have emphasizeq - (since early .in 1944) the training of clVlllans
for. coastal and other local defensc. The bulwark ‘of this Volkss turm in'
JAPAN Propbr is the Second ‘National Army, thoh in peacetlme consists of
8’ large group of antrained.males of military age. With the small-amount
of tralnlng nOW'belng ziven ‘this group and with the formal registering -
on its rolls of 21l 17 snd 18 year olds since November 1944, the use of.
civilians in :the defense of the Japanese homsland oeglns to assume ine
creasing mﬂlitary 1mportanc6.A=H<fsz,,u,w ; :

R . . . A3

BRIEFS oo o = s
T S v vFREVCH INDO-CHINA ORALE

'Japanese morgl in- French Indo—Chlnw sebmed to be exceedlngly good. K
Both officers and men appeared ‘happy ‘and content61 with their lote
They seemed well feg ~unusually well dressed, neat and clean,. Traine.

~ing B ‘the trdops was "eontinuous; 1nvar1ab1y conducted in small
groups of from 7-8 men, and supervised by an officer,

(WD MID Rpt 26 Mar 45)




OK IN.AVLL causod littlo\or no;ﬁ .
instances at all rcported of- cxv11Jars attompt*nb th .l tho nnomy
behind oursdines. ~Bvidentlyy the Okinawanshad for'sc lorig been sub-
jugatod by the Japs Lhnt %hoy wcro w1ll¢h6 to. oboy anV source: of L
1nstru0olonw. ~;~, B R R ¥ SRR B SO

Fat)

Tho or oicm of locztlnv olckrrs posln as C1V111an0 was
simplificd by thc fact that there woere very fow young males to be.
found, the Jops hoving “pparontlv tokon ncmrly wll of. thcm for-defense -
or oonst“uctl “.wak‘ TR ; o SRS BT Lo

Contuct i dc w1tb nurbcr of sdvilian informe
had Spcnt MAXy - ymars in the H&W“Tl&ﬂ Tslﬂn@s, nany ofithese: clu*mlug
US citizenship. Thesg eivilians were eager to-help. and.- were abletor
be of C\nulhcr’blc OQSL stance.  In some instances they went bock
throuek cnum;

i&l \nc rotarncd W;ub znf Imab“wn wnc “tner'01v111ﬁns.'

Thc orab]cm of lunﬁuhb" wasr o Ve rv rea l”cvc“ MLnJ Ucr sens: . o
were cnoyuntbfod whio pome only: Qkincwasdindcet and know ne Japanesc, - .
It wos felt that the nced of having Langunge persennc): attached to the.
varicus CIC cdotachments was a "ruatﬂ’ The amount of work that could
be doné by a. detachment was almost in dircet:ratior to the mmber of
languﬂgO-Parsonnol ava 116blo L0x¢t.- TO T e e e ‘

SMOKELESSE%,\ IRn GRENADE

The 77th Infoantry Division cpera vting on IE SHIIL reports o my
using fire grenade which throws smokeless flame about 10 yards
with no fragmentation, '

(qu, Dis op“tch (QEC%T)

- v



(From US Forces China Theatre Gw2 Periodxc Report -
No 78, 12 Apr 45, and 14 AF Intelsum, 18 Apr 45)

' At LAN ¢ZFN CHANG Airfleld PEIPING & new model suiclde air—
eraft is being meAufaetured. Named V;l ,tna,plane is said to be operate:
ing from earriers with shipping its primarv target. This aireraft te-
sembles the TOJO in size and the P-51 in appearance but with small
dlfferences between oach 1nd1vidua1 plane. L

Detonators are carricd i the w1ngs and 3p1nner with 500 to
1000 1bs of explésives located in the nose, There are no 1nstruments,
armament, or par%chutes carriad, The 450 horsepower engine is located
bhack of the pilot. " The landing gear is dropped &fter the plane is aire
borne, Pilots do not vnlunteer, but are. assxgned to duty. ‘Formations
of flghters are follcwed by thesa planes to- the targgt. SRR

COMVENT: The 1nformat:on regarding the 450 HP. englne appears
questionable, in view of the plane's size. All other date however, is
considered reliable. ‘Source had a very complete technical knowledge of
certain types of Japanese alrcraft and. claimed to have worked on the
type descrlbed her@. - o : i

Fourteenth Alr Force Tntﬁllig@nce Summary datcd 18 Apr 45 ,
carries a desoription and sketech of the V=1 or "FLASH" suicide plane,
The sketeh is based on the recollection of a Chinese pupbet piloy who .+
alleged that many of these planes are constructed from a new basic design.
Henee, they may differ somewhat in appearsnce, opne from another, This
source stated that the explosive earried in the nose varied from 500
to 2000 pounds. Electric impaet switches in the nose and in each wing
are connected to a detonator at the rear of the charge., The main landing
gear is stated to be jettisoned autometically when the plane leaves the
ground, A steerable tail skid is fitted in lieu of a wheel,

Taotieally, these "FLASHES" are said to be escorted by covers
ing fighters, PFuel sufficient for only a one-way trip is earried.
Pilots are not necessarily volunteers but are consceripted for this duty.
Six months training in fighters is given in preparation for the final
flight, During the training, the trainees are given the best of every=-
thing (including, feminine companionship furnished). As the pilots take
off on the last W;oSiOﬂ, high ranking officers and the families of the
pilots are usually on hend to render the last salute to the departing
heroes. Government pensions for life are promised the surviving families,

When the pilots of this informant's class were informed of their
status as "reserve" suicide pilots, some cried, but most simply expressed
a desire to be relieved of this great honor,

Although primarily designed for use against naval vessels, it
was stated that a smaller version of.this plane 1s bblng produced for -
use in diviag attacks against the B=29s, | ;
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(Frmn Hq %?AM Island Cammand Summary of Enemy Operatians No 10
6 May 450

‘ A most striking ingtance of the effectiveness of paycho= ,
logical warfare in inducing Japs to surrender wag the result of propaw
ganda unit operations in the south of GUAM, ~This area had been "worked
over" before with almost no success; the unit had been working in the
north with moderate guccess, partieularlv in the YIGO area. Acting on
the advice of a PW who surrendered on the 19th (April) with twelve others
at UMATAC, the sound-trick moved to the soubh and began operations, sendw
ing out previously-captured PsW to oontoect their friends and persusde
them to surrender. The stream of surrenders culminated in o records
kreaking group of 32 .on the SOth of the month, the largest group of
military prisoners yet to sufrender on GUAM, Since these Japs had been
fairly safe and wellwsupplied with food, their readiness to surrender
mey be ‘taken as a highly enoonraging proof of the effectiveness of the
porsonal=contact method of influencing the surrender of fugitives.
POACOMMENT: Issue No 15 of the Ge2. USAFPOA “Intelligence Bulletin disousses
the offeckiveness of this ‘method. of induclng surrender, as used on IWO '
JIMA and TINIAN. o

RN
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(From SWPA, ATIS Bulletln No 1983, 22 Apr 45)

' Captured at LEYTE in Oot 1944 was a handwritten notebook
‘containing sketch of a parachute-dropped gas dispersion cylinder (SANPUTO),
The notebook was dated January-August but the year not statéd. The notoee
book was kept by members of the. 1st Squad, lst Section, unidentified rifle
and artill ery units

EXtractsz , | ‘ ' ///ﬁ\\w
* , / \

"Methods of gas dispersions ‘
1. Spraying devices

3. Dispersion eylinder"




(From %q slxth Army G-z Weeklv Report No 80 21 Mar 45)

AP sergeant of e heavy artillery batialion, who seems to
have personally gone through a 1arge part of the traveéls and troubles of.
the Japanese during the SWPA campaign, was recentlv captured and 1nterr~'
ogated by XIv Corps (XIV CAEI 0060) ’

Inducted at OSAKA in 1942 Sgt OSADA was a581gned to the let

Ind Mixed Brigade, and was sent to'FREWCH~T DO-CHINA, then to BURMA,
late 1942 he and his unit went route from PALAU to RABAUL
- PW's ship was sunk by a US submarine and two—thlrds of the personnel were

losts Pickad up by a Jap suym@ N |1 ched RABAUL 24 Nov 42,
In early March of 1943, he was on the 111-faP ISMARCK SEA convoy
which was completely smashed by Allied airplanes. PW's ship was sunk
but again he and a few other survivors were rescued. by a Jap’ submarine
~and taken back o RABAUL. In. late June, a second convey-in wn;ch LOSADA
was o passenger ‘susceeded in reaching. TAE.‘ PW took part in the- battles
of SALAMAUA and -LAE, whereupon his wmit retreatéd to WEWAK, There he
was hospitalized for a long time with malaria and received Wig promotion
to lance corporal. At the end of 1943, he left WEWAK on a- hospital ship
and debarked in MANILA, After a series of uneventful tours of duty and
transfers of station on LUZON, he found himself in late December 1944
moved to ANTIPOLO. When the Japanese decided to kill all Filipinos in .
ANTIPOLO in late February of this year because of guerrilla ac tivity and
food-stealing, he bitterly opposed this as he had many Filipino friends,.
and he therefore determined to desert., .On 7 Mar, his wanderings finally '
came to an end; he was captured at TFRESA, dressed in civilian clothes,
while in the act ofﬂaiding in the escape of some Filipino friends.

‘ As a veteran of the TEV GUINFA campalgn, 0SADA had some very
sharp things to say about the lax morale of Jap troops in the PdIL;PPINES;

PV claimed moral& to be very.low, a. result not only of having
become aware of Allied air and fire-power superiority, but also a natural
outgrewth of the lax, undiseiplined, and even frivoleus behavior of the
troops of the P,I. Upon first coming to the PHILIPPINEB, PW was appalled
to see how undiseiplined were the actions of the men, and in particular,
the officers, Contrast was heightened in that PW had just come from
NEW GUINEA where troops were undergoing great hardships, Ee said that
at that time he was convinced thet +he war was lost. ' '

PW was bitter about the apparent lack of restrictions of any
form on the conduct of officers. He claimed %hat he had lost much of
his respect for all officers in the Jap Army. Other NCOs shared this
opinion, hence the: breskdown in the. effectivensess of command, and the
resultant Weakenmng of thp combat potentlml in 111 unlhs.

=== continued next‘page‘-—- o , !

BRIEFS

TREF BLA?ING

- A report from NEW DELHI stated that the Jans marked the locatlons of
Cemmunition dumps by slash marks on trees alon* the road, The trees so
marked would bear the Jap chararacter for tree, followed by a numbers -
Captured through this means of location, was one dump which contained
2000 reounds of artillery ammunition ingluding 8 Splgot Mortar 32em

projectiles, (NEW DELHI Dispatch) (r B




NIPPONE

On the oft-reported wnarlng of 01v111an clothes bv Japanese,
the P77 stated that since coming to. LUZOW he had. found that no restrictions
were nlaced on the wearing of clvvll@n cQchesuf:In fact, at various
supply depots, items of civilian clothing were available upon request.
Previous to US landings, the wearing of clvilian clothes was a common
practice with men on pass. I T R AT

. In the ANTIPOLO area WPs and even. se ntrles wore 01¢11lan
ciothes to avoid bc:ng reco&nl zed from a - dlstance. SR

P claimed there was a shortage of uniform and~some'soldigv37
were unable to replace items which had become unScrvmceable. Hence, they
resorted to the wrarina of: 01V111&n clotnes. ek :

tu thc Vo dI}& opcmatlon,
thou:n ammunxtlon for bth

. i "fcund two of “the twin mounts vere in tho
'pracouu of Bcjng cnnlacﬁq uﬂd TIOT G 1uromm]euu, in addition to being
badly das '"{an:ta their oxposcd position.  The only off-carriage
‘cquipment oresent was a 4.5 meter (14! 9") height finder which was
totally dcstroycd. Oni pount had bo“ﬂ‘fjrcd (aEQWOflmmbcLT 20 rounds),
bt had been manually controlled and oporated for that fl“lﬁg. A
total mf L 1 ve rudﬂdu ‘of amunition nas rbCOVQPOd-

So @L11 viéWs'ofkthis‘gun wro sho

s

vn on E}o fﬁtln” pwcc.‘

5 LEFT WD P@l"%”

to thc men
TIAS LJ ior’blrl"

’*ih armiouncement was made
‘ L GO”UuFGl ﬁhﬁTQhWCdD

il by r;bllm 1onu.
ﬂonuumm M10nod uif;cwr
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An 1ndlcation that the Japs have not overlooked the anti-tank
capabilities of aircraft is contained ina capturod notebook containing
notes on aireraft and armament., The notebook is dated 10 May 41 and oXw

tracts are publlshed in ATIS Bulletln Ho 1978.

: . This document contains a note reierringto the KI. 93 as an "Anti-
. tank ‘Assaylt Plane ,'and gives the information that this aircraft is arme
_ed w1th - 57mm gun, HO 402, ;_,

Another unda%ed notebook eontaininv lecture notes, publivhed
in ATIS Bulletin No 1728, also containg - the information that this aire
eraft is armed with a 57mm gun, and gives additional information,. Ace
cordlng to this dOOument the plano in addition to the 57mm. gun, whieh
is mounted in the lower part of the nobe of the fuselage, is armed with
- &= 20 mm automatic cannons, one in each W1ng between the fuselage and
' englne, and one in Lhc tall poaition. ‘ :

The plane has 2 engines and app%renblv is copled from the
Germen Messerschmitt 410. "The speed is given as 600 (presumably km per
hour,.)} (Approx 370 miles per hour.) 'and is noted that the plane is
armored, thougn no details are given, :

- No informatlon is awvailable concarning the HO 402 57mm gun
- with which' this plane is armed. However, it may be assumed that this

gun is a later model of the HO 401, information of which was contained

in ATIS Current Translations No, 153 dated 1 Mar 45, According to this ,
document the HO 401 has a rate of fire.of 120 rounds per minute, a muzzle
velocity of 560 m (1835 fect) per seoond, and weighs 160 kg (352 1b )

This aircraft is thought to be in an, experimbntal stago., No
information, other: than from captured documents, has been received cone
cetning- it, If the Japs do susceed in producing the KI 93 it might be
an effective anti-armor aircraft, ,

3
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& R - JAP BACTFRIOLOGICAL GAS'

In PALATU in 1943 PW heavd from a soldier that an unidentified
- water purlficatlon unit. in HSINKING, MANCHURIA was earrying out
&‘axperiments with a gas contdining bacteria, On one occasion,
| the gas was sprayed from the air, and when first released, looked
“like a fog, but gradually faded away. Gelatin was set out in
" trays to best theamount of bacteria that had fallen, The gas
was odorless and tasteless, :
. (SWPA,” ATIS Interrogation chort No 707, 26 Apr 45)(CONFIDENTIAL)
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(From v Amphlb uorps in the fleld Ietter 19 Var 45
subject: Information of Jap%nese rocket launcher
~for ‘the 250 kg bomb., ) :

“hb use of the large rocket on IWO JIhA by the enemy was
typically Japanese, Employed as a haragsing fire, it became well recoge
niged by sound because of its flight along the length of the island from
the northern part toward the MOUNT SURIB&CHI target aréa, Vhile heavy
barragns were not used, the rocket fire was endured almost nightly until
shortly before the 1sland was secured,. These rockets were fired singly
and with intervals of- several minutes between rounds, with the target
being the. denselj orowded neck of land between the eastern and western
beaches .immediately northeast of_SURIBACHI. Vhile Japanese observation
undoubtedly spotted both Corps Headquarters and the artillery concen-
tration in their rocket target area, and attempted to center their rocke
ots on that area, accuracy was very poor, The nearest hit to the center
of the impact area was approximately 600 yards, Maximum dispersal cover-
ed an area of at least 4500 yards long by 1200 yards wide, with by far
the greater number far over the target. From sightings, trajectory and
rete-of-fire, it is believed that not more than two 1aunchers were used
during any perlod of delivery fire, =

; The complete rocket and louncher were not recovercd on IWO
JIMAs It appears all projectiles were fired, and the launchers either
destroyod by the enrmy or reduced to unrecognlzable rubble by our own
‘flre.v'

y Reconstructlon of fragments e attempted and o descrlptlon of
the rocket was put together prior to the recovery of the manual, Overe
all dimensions and range are more than was anticipated, and the follow=
‘ing data 15 submitted,

t

Fuée_ R ;Ponb Fuze A-5(a), Instantaneous -
Range | Max1mum noted - 7500 yards
Flight‘ Erratic,naffedted greatly bV'air currents.

Sound of Flight A bubbllng whistle, caused by the constructlon
S - of the propellant sticks and a fluctuating
pressure in the propellant chamber, :

Propellant Very slow burning in comparison to US rockets,
: This. propellan+ appears to be still burning
‘at a range of approximately four thousand
yards. NOTE: This would add to the dlsper51on
in a target arche .

i ,Fragmentatiohw Excellent, excepting the tail and venturi
- - assembly, and the rear part of the motor.
Thesv may sometlmes be found almost 1ntact.

Blast - That of “the 250 kg (550 1b)bomb minys tail
L conefassembly. . v ,




EWLOYNENT OF THE JAP ROCKET LAUNCHET{ (CONTD)

Trajectory In flmght thls rocket seems to hdve a flatte\“ %
o ‘tragectorv than' the average of obher rochbts,

. and’some impacts were apparently at 50-60

~ degrees. from the horlzontal.

Rats of fire:  Maximum rate with an- experlenced crew and all
(per laumther) projectlles assembled would be four rounds per
R \ | hour with the present method in uses

Weight ~ - Complete (ready for firing) ngght is not
‘ . " given' in the descriptive manual but i% will
fall between 900 and 950 pounds with elthar
the type 98 No 25 land bomb or. the Type 99
No, 25. ordinary bomb, Variationg in Weight
will be found;inﬁthe'different"bombbedios,
explosive £illers and adapters.

«:M/LM jawm / M /?22/47(;45( /“’/1;}//7%[

(From XXI chcom Speclal Reporh Wo 16, 26 Apr 45)

Of 1nterest on KANQYA Alrfleld 1s'u.1arge clrcular revetment
containing an 80' pivot arm capable of deseribing an arc of 2100, A
small track 1eaos from the. aprﬁn in the- hanvar area to the 1nqta11at10n.

-This pos31ble 1aunchor is visible on 5 mosaic attached to
‘XX Bomber Command PI Report No, A/F-7, 26 Jan 45, The mosaic is made
_from photos dated 26 Dec 44, “An annotation refers’ to the Sltu (1t is
not mnntloned in the report) au'“unidentlfled." 5 :

Subsequent XXI Bomber Command pnotos have revea lod no notice=
able activity and no change exgept for' the appearance of a bomb crater .
in the trlanglc formwd bv tracks 1mmod1atelv north of the Sltb.

The 210O turnlng are, thb narrowness of the plvat arm dnd the
presence of the track make it unllkuly that the 1nsta11atlon is & compass
sw1ng1ng bass.' : . :

* If thls is a 1aunoher, 1t appears thut some weapon other than
a rocket is laumimd.from this 31té. No burn scars are visible around
the reve ment. ’ : : :

_ A gimilar 1nsta11at10n hqs been seen at MIKATAGAHARA Army
Alrflbld north of HAMAMATSU, Though slightlv smaller, and limited %o
122° of turn,’ 1t is vlrﬁuaLly the same as tke KANOYA installatlona.

PR
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I (From SWPA, ATIS;Research Rep@rt No 122 19 Apr 45)

: An ana1y51s conducted by SWPA, ATIS of the: relatlonshlp EX-.
isting betW'en Japanese offieers, comm1551oneu and non-commissioned \
and enlisted men considers ev1denoe contained in captured documents and
utatementb by~prlsoners of War, an& &rrlves at concluolons brlefly
'“prespnhed here. ' ' ST
- "Abqndonment of. defeatpd troops by some of ‘their officers has
a serinu lv deprcs31nv effecb on morals . “Such abandonment may represent

a plwnned policy of the hlgh command to proserve better officers of units

'ertten off.

+
L

"Evidence ‘from every part of the- Sbuth Test Pacific ares where
,Japanese troops are har1~pressed for food shows instances of antagonism
and even hatred ‘directed agalnqt mfflcers for appropriating more than
a 1ust sharc of ratlons. ; : :

'"&n iniloatlon of thc breakdown of dlSClpllnP Among. hungry
troops is the prev%lence of theft of rations without regard to the suf-
fering of other members of thﬂ'unlt.

"Accusatl cns of cowardlcc on the part of the offlcers, e;pecl-
Ily durlnw air. ralds, are ‘made by enlisted men and even by officers,
The high ruquiremmnts for personal walor of the samursl code made such
charges, in Japansse BYes bXOLDﬁIOﬁﬁllY damnlmg.

: "Cruelty on the' part of officers toward lower rmnk , a8 exempli-
fied im-the widespread practlce of physical punlshment Hes venerafed re-
igentments culminating in desertion, surrender or plans for revenge. ‘
Efforts by higher military authorities to restrain this tr&dltlonal
practioe have so far han a 11mtted succesn.

"Offlcﬂrs are accused by nlgher ommnsnd and by the troops of”
flagrant nmg10¢t of duby and'of ignoring the welfare of their men, ‘
Oversty9331ng of thb distincticns nf rank is censured.

"The Japanose type 3f fnud&llsm, based on rank and pr1v11 _
: exaotin}’respect and obedience from below, is maintained by unr@mlttlng
indoetrination,  Ag a result, there is llttls evidence of the sense of .
comradeship 'whlch sustains Testérn armies and peoples in eritical
periods. In areas distant from JAPAN, ‘the rlwid1tv of" relatlonshlp be=
tween officers and men in the Japanesa forces often fails to stand the
straln of cumulat1Ve rcverses. } : o

"Alleged refusal of’ seniorrofflcers, for reasons of personal
prestige, to withdraw their troops when an opportunity was offered by
higher headquarters, has been reported as a cause for bitterness and low
moralo among the troops concerned. R o
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(Frcm SWPA, ATIS Research Report No 125 20 Apr 45)

' Rumor has always beeq rlfe in the armed forces f every
belligerent, fostered by the uncertainty of war and the necessity for
security. In one significant respect, however, the circulation of
rumors in the Japanesc armed forces is unique. While a large percentage . -
of rumors undoubtedly oripinatesspontaneously among the troops themselves,
reflecting their anxieties and hopes,. evidence indicates that some.pro=
portion of them -is officially concocted and dlssemlnated through official
agencies. . to bolster morale. This praculce is a logical consequence of
“the rigid Japanese "thought control" maintained in peacetime, which is
tightened up to the uttermost limit: in wartime, Realizing both the in-
evitability and the potency of rumorm; Japanese military uthorltles
have endeavored to initiate and control them, thus supplementing the open
and. official propaganda or 1nstructxon directed at the troops.

Most Japanese soldiers believe that if teken alive thev would
be executed with or without preliminarv torture, The widespread pre=
valence of this belief is the product of offlclal propaganda, embellished
and strongthened by rumor, It may be presumed thet some of these rumors
were officially concocted und dlssamlnatbd to supplement the open came
paign of "terror propagande."

Laé /(7 ‘ 'mfwa @%@7

(From SWPA ATI° Bulletln No 1957 15 Apr 45)

Capturpd on LUZON, the follcw1ng Operatlons Order of the
Central Fores, Jltra Secret dated 21 Feb 45 is 1n the best BUSHIDO
tradltlon.ff’ .

"l, Those in each unit who are wounded and sick and are un=
able to engage in combat will carry two days rations to the corner of
the fortress on -or about bhe 21st and will commlt masc ﬂu101de. ;

"2. " Bach unit €O w111 put a responsmble man 1n charge to
witness their deaths. :

"%, Freedom of meditation for & dey and o night will be
granted prior to suicide so that each man may attain for himself the
determination of gladly sacrificing himself for the cqunﬁryu
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Anothor 1nd1cat10n “of" Jap Army offlcials preparlng a blame=
less place for themselves at the time of JAPAN's ultimate defeat and at
the same time placing the responsibility .for defeat on other: shoulders
is obserwved in statements made by Mag General: OBA, foremOSt Japanese
military oommentator. ' S o ;

- On 9 May 45, MaJor OBA s+ated th&t GERMAWY fell for ‘want of
;alrcraft which were the key-to this wor, He compared the Furopean
situation to the OKINAWA battle, and put the responsibility for the
‘successful defense of OKTNAWA on. the aireraft producers, or on the
ﬂordlnary citizens of JAPAN, He warned of increased Allied air attacks
“and Naval forays but said that JAEAN had nothing to fear from American
and British troops as our shorbage «of Shlpplﬂg would not permit us to
brlng Luropean troops to the PACIFIC Theater within a- year.

7) Ao uﬂ" %WW ?ﬁ\@é

(From SWPA, ATIS Interrogatlon Report No 692, 26 Apr 45)

A Jap prisoner of war captured by Australisn troops near
AITAPE 25 Dec 44 recountcd the followdngs.

On 1 Nov 44, in a mpeech to his troope, Maj Gen AOTU, 41st
Division Infantry Group commander, stoted that troops must fivht ‘the
Allies even to the extent of eatlng them. .

. On 10 Dec 44, an order was 1ssued from .18 Army Headquarters
that troops were .permitted to eat the flesh of Allied dead- blt must
not eat their own dead. At the time rumors were prevalent that troops
were eating their own dead. 15 Deec 44, four men were executed by order
of Maj MORIMOTO, commandmng officer of 24 Battalion for disobeying this
ordere , S ,

While wanderlng in- the 1un916, prisoner came across four men
of his unit whose bodies had been stripped 6f flesh. As there were no
troops other than Japanese in the area he presummd the flesh was eafen
by them.

: ©In mid-Dec 44, prisoner was shown some meat by hlS oommandlng
officer who said it was human flesh and .that. anythlng that looked like
it was not to be eaten. .

On 21 Deo 44, at MARUJIPPU, Maj MORIMOTO shared out to his troops
the flesh of two Australian soldiers who had besen killed 4in the action

and joined them in enting it, As PW was 111, he was unable to obtain a
share, : ' : |




(From_WD BID Bullotln No 10 1 Mar 45)

The Japenese former 16th Infwntry Division (dvstroyod in
Centrol P ILIPPIhEb}'puulmshod,u,rcport,wbmnh gives additional c¢vidence
that Jnapangsc toctics concerning defense against amphibious operntions
have undegono conSJdorﬂblo change since the campaign at’ TIRWL Atoll,
They ~dmit that the. Alllcd landing ot TINLIN was a total surprisc to
the, dPthanO gzrr¢fon since we. chese as & beach an arca where the
sLuro was proeipitors and rocky.  This. coupled with the fact that
AMlicd naval unibs unckorcd of f shiore. ano delivered almost point blank
flrc rosulted in o still furthc“ demor 12ﬂtlon of the valnoov
CoaE tﬁ’ dofcﬂqe sys tom: “on. the 151*n6
e In order to defcnd ag"lﬂet whgn the Jap"ncso ﬁufm ”tho over=
whelming moteorial suporxhr¢t »f the cnemy, " the garrisons of the
~coast defonse positions along tho water!s cdge should capturc and
inflict damage on the cnomy's weak points at the time of thoe londing.
Howover, it will often be too dongerous te remdin constantly on these
pesitions during the preliminary navel boarbardment. It is therefore
paramount thot decp zoncs of resistance and key poifts for purposcs
of counterattack be preparcd. The tendency to have a thin linc of
positions instead of strong peints, or gﬁnnzcd in depth, must be
suarded against, Fortifichtions, cspeelally honvy °rt1110r cmplaces=
ments, muuthoo covered, cguipment must be kept mobile, and communicas-
tions must bo such as Wll] fnnctﬂon propcrlv despite heafrr bombing
Lnd b ombardment. - S

P

‘,‘no QCVJththg effects of A]liCd prﬂml“ndlng gpfl@l and
naval bombrrdment usually has resulted in the ncutralization or
destruction of many of the anancse dofcpoo positicns WhLCh wWere
situated at or nlong  the watcr?o cd zc. This repo rc,’captvrnd on
LEYTE, is tho firstJapancsc documcnt reecived which definitely
preseribes that censtal defense tTFtQIQ shiotld be organized in depth.
The dectrine of porimcter defensc, of which TURAVL is the classic
cxample, has te all intents and purposcs, been abandoned., This re-
vision of islond defense tactics is best oxamplificd by the defensive

sysbon at IO JINA, ' -

N\

'BRIEFS

BOX MINES ON O;IN“W

Wooden box mincs in quentity hﬂvc been found on OKINGTa,  They
carc of various sizes and arc londed with various cxplosives,
Picric, dynemite, TNT and Type 88 explusive have becn found
~The Stlck Type. Fr agmentation Grennde “has been found to beaused

as the igniter of the woodan bex mine. This gronqdo has “nlso.

beon found in the centor of hundles of dynamlte.v ultnnura its
use. as such has not been rop rtod this awrapvcrcnt we UIdAM“kO
an coxcellent bCuby trap

(JTCPO,~FEI€T B—2 Bulletlh No I 13 “pr 4%) (COKFTDETTIHL)




ground mounts,
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(From TWPnty Fourth Corps’ G—2 Summary No 8 14 Feb 45)

. On two dlfferent occusions. durlng the LEYTF-SAMAR-CAMOTES
campalgn, type 97 (1937) 57mm tank guns were found mounted on stationary

One gun was located on a beach p051t10n in the ORMOC

sector and the other was in a cave on PORO Island of the CAMOTES groupe.
The mantlet had been removed and the gung were mountcd on the regular
navy 25mm pedestul mount by means of an improvised bracket welded to the

pedestal and drille d for the trunions on the

gun,  The type of ammunition

found with the guns 1ndlca%es that their pTlmPrV purpose was for use

against ground troops.

Approximately two rounds of Type 90 (1930)HE

were found for every one round of Type 90 (1930) APHE, The low

muzzle velocity of this gun makes it rather ineffective against armored
The light weight of the Tvpe 97 gun mede it possible for the -
Japs on PORO Island to carry it into the mountains and set it up in a cave
where it was used extensively and bffGCulvely agamnst our troops A, Ve nC-
:1ng up the mountaln. '

vehicles,

'Characterlstioszx

Caliber

Approximate weight (1ess munt}et)

Length of tube

~ Type breeohlack
Traverse

Elevation (Approx)
" Depression (Approx) ‘
Sighting (telescope sight)

- Type of ammunltlon

57mm (2 24 1n)
250 1bs

3 feet 1. 6 1nches

Length of chamber 5,1 inches

Number of lands and grooves 20

Recoil mechanism Wvdro-Sprlng
~ Meximum length of r60311 11 inches

Vertiecal sliding
360 degrees

15 degrees

10 degrees:

“direct -fire

HE and AFPHE

BRIEFS —
e JAP DIARIST -

’Increasingly characteristie, though too atrocious to become common
is the following note from a captured Jap diary: "At 1500 hours we
killed 41 prisoners with bayonets. Some died instantly, some kept
groaning SAYA WATET or some calléd their children's namefor a long
time, At first I couldn't bear the thought of killing gs but after -
killing one I found myself accustomed to it," = B

(swPA, ATIS Bulletin No 1977, 24 zpr 45)(CONFIDFNTIAL)




(T"r'om spr ATIS No 159, 23 Mar 1;5)

‘Following are extracts from a mlmeographod pamphlet entitled
"Wiews on the Use of Crash Tactics in Aerial Protection Of<Vltdl
Defense Areas, No 2.," Captured in the STOISENBURG area, LUZON, 2 Feb
L5, the document was issued by the AKENO Army Flying Branch School
and was dated 11 Feb hh.. It is 1ntcvcst1ng to note that No, 1 of theue
pamphlets was also captured, and that No,2 is in effect based on the
precepts of No,1. One outgtandlnv difference between the two is that
the first treatment of this su%voct datmd 28 Jan LJi, assumes that the
pilot of the crash plane will moke an effort to escape, stating, "The
canopy and the area around the bllot' seat must be so arranrpd that
by the operation of a alﬁplc mecharism they fall apart, thus enabling
the pilot to make his escape, ' and "After crashing into ihe eneny
alrplapo, the pllot W1ll bail out by narauhutb."

~In, No 2, ier whlch nxtracts "ivcn hore; a schanc for
developing crash tactics is ¢ sxpounded ba sed on the tho“l& that all
-airplanes will be des troyad without any chance of MPV1val

. "Thic sto"" of the raids of the Americaﬁfahd Briﬁish,air
armics on tho vital defense arcas of our ally GERWANY has bcon onc
of ever inu¢0a51r¢'ferccity. Large forces have been directed against
HAVBURG, important towns in the RUHR Arca, and even againgt the capital
itself, with the design of 1 oylpg thom in ruins,”

POA COMMENT: - Jap attcntion to the progress. oi the Mlicd
Ar warfarc a against GERVANY since the publication date of this docu~
ment (11 Fob AA) may have becn one motiva ting factor in adopt;ng lo)
desperate o devi ce as uho sulclqr craah.

"Now the unomv"s nﬁvdAﬂE up the mass produc*won of powerful,
extra-large bombers like the B~29 and the B-32, and boasting of his
interntions to bomb vital arcas of cur cmpire. 43{ is thercforc, a
most vital and urgent task to thwart thesc plans by ostablishing sonae
counter-pdlicy. '

"To achicve this cnd, theore is nc lack of measures to be taken
such as perfeeting radar -devices and increasing air defensc strength,
particularly as regerds alr defensc fighter units. But the guestion
of utmost urgency ﬂnd importance is to deeide upon a method of atback-
ing bombcers,

Mic arc now in a situation where we can demand nothing botter
than crash tactics, which insurc the destruction of an cnemy airplanc
at one foll swoop, thus striking terror into his heart and rendering
his powcrfully armed and woll cauipped. amru]ancs valucloss, by the
sacrificc of onc of our Plghuor »

””hc ddOpu”Oﬂ of crash t”CthS 1nvolVQs numerical losses
equal to thosc of the cnemy. If, however, onc of cur fightcrs can,
involve in a common ruin one of thm large type cnomy airplancs W“lch
arc so claborate and difficult to produce and which requirc such a
large.ond highly trained crow, it would be a groeat mistake to hold the
view tn b this method docs not DBV5 cspecially as it would have the




further advantage of disposing of the cnemy beforc he had had o chance
to carry out ony’ of his bomblng plmns.;

”Furthcrnoro, this me tmod is oxceedingly simple to put into
opcratlon, and air creows would not reoquirc such an c¢laborate training
as would bc neccssary if other combat methods were adopteds, This would
simplify the probleom of the organization of forces and of roplacemonts,
It would thorcforc constitute a factor of decisive importence in a
war of attrition and supply. : :

MAt this juncture where we have no surc method of destroying
several alrplenes at the cost of one, if by technical rcscarch snd
improvement of “equipment we arc able to develop crash tactics inta
an:eXclusively'Jmpwncuo combat method, our American and British cnemics,
who arc so afraid of personncl losscs, will rccelve a, severe shock to
their morLlc, and will bu leld “bouu cng=g1ng in combmt.

CMThds will groatly dellltﬂtu air defense and greatly im~
prove our strongth for the alr defensc of the homeland

nCrash tactics'have zlroady boen practiced on a number of
occasions, but as yet they have failed to overcome tho enomy. This is
because thoy hnve not,bcen rosolutgly‘carriod out on & l&rgo_scalo.

"It is OSSﬁntlﬂl for succoss thot 11 ranks shoxld cppreciate
the significance and valuc of thesc tactics, and of their own accord
make the decision to put them to practical use, endeavoring to simplify
the task by encouraging research in organization and training ond
problems of tactics and cquipment.”
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' (From YXT BomCom o/c Ropart No3, 24 Apr h5)

Four smallAuﬂidonti icd nireraft wore visible on KANOYA
Airficld on 11 Apr 45, Thesc planocs have the long fusclﬂgo and stubby
wing dcsngn oi Lhc "IP ER, but arc lﬁrgcr

. Tho span is 23! (plus or,minus i) éhd'thé-longth is 251
(plus or minus 1'). - . ,

Altheugh tallﬁcss, tho nireraft resemble VIPERS (or BiKA).
Smell units in front of each may be either carringes or detnched
empennages.  The plancs arc porked in a building arca south of the
TUNWOYS '

BRIEFS : ' _—
USE OF SINGLT HORNED BOAT MIVE

Extensive use of this mine on OKINAWA as an ahti-vehicular mine

was discovercd., Its use was cffoctive nnd it accounted for o numbor
of light »~nd medium tarks and whecled velhidcelaos, o

(JIPPO“ EEIST G2 Rulz No I, 13 lpr 45) (CORFIDEW TAL)
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(From Hq‘USF OHTNA The@,ﬁer -w}:ly Intelj. Sum,‘ 1 Mer 45)

LACK_OF PROPORTION: - The completeness of Japanese integra~
tion, the firmness of their 1ndoc rination that they are a Divine
Race waging a Holy War, is an immediate source of strength- for the
purpose of conguest. In the long run, it is potentially a weakness.
The result is a lack of that sense of proportion, of balance, which
operates as a steadyln factor in the conduct of modern war and,
even more impertant, in the successful occupation of conquered
territories,’ C - :

Thc Japanese 182dero ‘have integrated the lives of the
people in false premises concernihg their origin, spirit, and place
in the world, which are at comp19+c variance with reality, Facts
continually arise which naturally conflict with these premisss., The
C¢haracteristic uapanesc,reactlon is to deny their cxistence, to
suppress as far as possible all rofcrence to them. Necessarily, an
all-pervading atmosphere of hypocrisy is created., Even higher
commands may be decelved by lower. This proccdure causcs little
apparont dama ge .dn v1utory, 1n defeat, it heightens Cletlng stralns.

A further consoquonco of this aspoct of Japanoso psychology.
is a persistent inability to undgrsnand other peoples.- In dealing
with the nations of conquercd arcas this blind spot has had scrious
conscquences.  Even clements Which originally welcomed Japancse
occupation arc alicnated by the disrcgard of individual rlvbco and
personal dignity characteristic of Japanesc treatmpnt

, PROMINENT. FACTCRS 1IN JAPANESW MILTTABV PSYCHOLOGY: - = This
lack of pcrspective, of a scnsc of proportion, is further cxemplificd
in. the humorlessncss characteristic of many Japancse. This traib
alsc plays o part in the brutal trceatment inflicted by Japancse on
conquoraed ncoples, The tensiorn of war secms to increasc thils humor-—,
lossncss. In peaccbime, the knock-about buffooncry of tho lowor
class music halls was a favorite reereation of many Japancse, But
when war comes in tho door humor gocs out the window, for the dura-
tion. A general study of the hundrods of diarics and notcbooks
now in Allicd hands is the best eovidence of this characteristic, }
These diarics cxpress many omotions - exulbtation, rage, determination,
despair = but no ray of humor creeps in, ‘

hile this humorlessncss sustains and makes noscﬂch Jap=
ancsc fanatici®m+ in vietory, it may well prove a drawback in defeat.
The emotional. range of the Japancse is violent, from exultation to
the blackest despair. A sensc of humor has - ocrved as o shock=
absorber to individuals and to othsr nations in tiding them over grim
times, Of 2ll modern pooples, this quality is more conspicuously
absent Jn the Japancse.  If the Japonese seldom genuinely laugh, they
drecad being laughed at., Their fear of ridicule is onc of the most
powcrful controls lnevnryday'conaucu and 1n public affairs,

Jﬂpwnose digaity is hype rsanQ1tmvo, founch upon an in-
feriority complex. The dmmensc discrepancy betweon their. concept of
themselves as  descended from the Gods and the opinion of othcr
peoples on this point, had made thom at once uncasy and aggressive,




UNDERSTANDING THE JAP THD (CON‘ D)

.

COESCWOquu»u of ancicnt bOTPOWlAF from CHINA of peu“ly every olcmont
of their culturc, and of modern borrowing from the west of scicntific
technigues, of m1i1ta and political and Ffinancial organization,
‘has.only'1QCPC¢scd th1s defiant oelngeroncc. Caught betwoen the cast
~and the west, the Japanesc have gencrated an -explosive inferiority
complcx, and both Worlds arc sufforlng-tne'bla&t of the CXplOolQﬂ..

L1F1Dﬂt10ﬂ3 on 1nd1v1uu31 thlnklng and rosponulbllluy on
the b?ttlof¢cld do not nccousmvlly*roprpsemt the general official
attitude of Japarese Army leaders., They arc notoworthy however, as

coming” from bpo Commmndlng Gencral of 18 Army, Ll@uLcnan* General
ADACHI, in his Comba Instructlons to 18 Army, ‘ Lod 2l January 1943,

”howd the training m‘numl thoruughlv, observe s+r1¢t Yy the
battle regulations, and never do things your own way. The training
maruel is o guide which is to be followed strictly whatever the cnomy
or terrain may be, and therc is no chd t make any change Jn it '

"On being assigned bo o duty, first of all oprn thc regula-
tions, turn to the pertinent sections and recad what they have to teach,
then procccd with the execution of the duty. Aftcer the battle ge over.
the training regulations step by stop and consider what arc your own
faults and mistakes. You should know that the training manual is the
magic charm of the Force." ' = ' :

: OU“HT CO&TRQL. The Japancse have lived under a series of
military dlbtuﬁO rahips for nearly seven centuries, These dictators
1

maintoined themselves in power part 7 through networks of sples and
f

through the systom of "ncighborhood associations o" Each mcmber of
small groups of five famllos, weuld bo made to share the responsibility
for the goed behavior of all othor mombers of the group. If any

member. failed to-report any lapsc or cven criticism of tho ohlsting
government ALl mombbru of that fﬁmll" would bo punlsnod * Bascd on thef
cxpericnce of centuries of feudal discipline Japancse lovlc secks to”
maintain order by controlling the thoughts of the popuJ_ ~While such
‘a purposc may be implicitin various agencics existing in otnor countrles,
it is explicit im JAPAN, 'In 1923 a  law against ""dangerous- “‘thoughts!
was passcd in JAPAN. Though primerily designed to- suppress communism
it was goncrally applicd., The Statc Scercts Defensc Act of 1941
further strengthencd control over the populacc. ‘

It should not be overlocked that there is 2 material as well
a8 a -spiritual-inducement to fight to tbo finienh. Bonuscs for families
of men killed in action, amounting in Japanese eyes to a small for—
tune, arc not overlocked in the cnleulations cf the frugal, poverty-~
ridden Jeponesc peasant or worker ‘bo whom his famlly ] wolfvro 10

'COLDLFCﬂ*le mcre 1mporug,n+ than hlo OWle

, ‘BﬁCVGROJND FOR BELIEF: ~'The suppression or distortion of

“disagrceable facts is essential in the routine of maintaining thoe

apancsc spirit tnmbarnished. Controllers of Japancsc opinion have ‘been
even morc successful than their Gorman rivals in this negntive phasc
of indoctrination. The eritical and analytical heritage which GE .u\f
shares with the other inheritors of the Greeco~European tradition could
not be blotted out by the Nazis in 10 brlef years. No such background
of scoptieism ancient or modern, hinders the usually ungucstioning
accoptance accorded by Japanese to officigl :statements. Contradictions
and reversions do little to shakce this 1mpllclt trust, Frontlinc
expericnee of starvation and defoat is the brutal faot that cannot
be readily ﬂoﬁccaWOd or expl%ircd WY . otcps arc taken however, to
quarantine s ~ slior the home bopulatlon
from becing 1 s carly.
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UNDERSTANDING THE JAP MIND (CCHTD).

FALSTFICATION OF F.CTS: - The dobemhi’
recality to fit the ideal pattern demanded by the military
many and - uOmbtlmGS sta rtl;nb forms. e

Dufcat mam bv a bi ‘ter fact in Japansse exper:cnuc, but it
should not rear 1tq ugly head in Lho VOC@bUquV of thc Japancse soldier.

- " The prCccuuﬁativn wﬁth“finding'satis“actory WOrds to conCOal
‘disagrecable nccessities is an aspect of Msaving fage" deeply ingrained
in Japancsc theught. An act ‘which is inconceivable when onc phrase is
empleyed bccomes acceptablc 11 hc propnr verbal ?ormuln cos bc.found.

; Defcat ‘i's not tu bc mLDtLOHud even if sustained in tho past,
Presumably, the ideca that what hnnponcd before might happen agsin mist
not bo 9llowcd to dull the krcn cd@c of fl ghting fanatlcl sme

»Instancos occur of ful ification‘il ofPiPiaj reeords of the
“manncr of death of a scldier, ' The apparent intent is to glorify:

the individual concorned, ‘and his unlu, ulﬁuc death in battl Lo, net in
‘bed, is the dideal. :

(From WP; MiD "Non-Radio Praximify,”YS May h5)

Thbrc js, some ev1doncc bb .t the Japanesc arc employing a
- special type of 1"uze to obtaln air-burst of large bombs. Obsorvers
reported that during a J&p&anb nlgbt.alw raid on SAIPuN in March
1945, cach of thrce bomb socen to Fall from cmcmy planes coﬂld be

traced in ljfhu from the pl“no to tPo rQund because of o smoll
light on the bomb. No craters werc fuvrd thcugh dOtOhEtLOQo ,

~occurred. Onc bomb had GXPlOdOL over a cane field permitting.its

conter of impset, to be determined, and thﬁre was evidence of eifre
Wiwwm@ﬂ@d fraguﬁntaﬁlon damage,The bombs were identified as LhO'TVpo
3, ¢ 31 Land bowb wcvghln LOO kilograms (760 pounas)

It is rax Ctolv poss¢blc thw thc lights_obsorvod ori. these
bomhs werce pert of .2 photo-clectric application. for fuzing the bombs,
but the eovidence is 1n0urrlum7vc on this peint. It cen only be
stated thot air-burst of bombs was accomplished, possibly by mcans of

a proximity fuzc, the naturc andvopcratlou of,whlch‘nro unkHOWL,

: ~The p0551oiliﬁy thaot - the JaJen so mey have boen opplo 1ng
proximity fuzcs 1n (ir to air bombing hes boen cxamined by the XXI
Bomber Command, cords of XX -Bomber -Command on eir to cir bomb
Rtt&Cku“PCOhﬁtprCO on missions, from October 1944 through dpril 1945,
roeveal no ovidence whatsocver of the usc of proxcimity iuzos The
records show 1bﬂ+ in nearly 100 attacks cxpericnced in the coursc-of
65 missions, 98% of the bombs cxploded far out of rzngc and-were
complcbely incffdctive. ' IR e e




(From ASFEEIST letter, 4 May 45, Subjects
Firing date and interchangeability of US
‘and Japanesp mortars and ammunltlon.)

Flring tests have been conducted with the Japaneqe type 97
(1937) 15 om mortar. The minimum range obtained in' the tests was 380
yards and the maximum range was 4650 yards,. FEnough firing was. conducted
to give data for tentative firing tables., In almost all instances only
one round was fired at each range, Therefore, the ranges given may be in
- error bv the full value of the dispersxon. The mortar was found to be
stable in fizing. - = :

: . Piring testst= The ac%ual flrlngs were conducted bv a Chemical
Nortar Battalion. The ranges were taken by o Sound and Flash Ranging
Platoon of a Field Artiliery Observation Battalion. The firing was con=
ducted over water, Four observation points were set up along the béach,
These observation points were 500 yards apart. One observation point
~was located at the mortar position, two were located om the right of the
mortar position, and the fourth was located on the left of the mortar
- position, Elevations were obtalned by means of the mortar sight. These
elevations were checked with a US Gunnor's Quadrant, M-1. There was a
slight diserepancy: between the s1ght and the quadrant and, consequently,
allowance was made for the 31ght asg- uhe quwdrant was known to be in
perfect ad justment., o

Qut of 35 rounds fired on watcr, only one fuze failed to func~
bion. on impaet. The fuzes used were the type 100 combination imstans-
taneous-delay type mortar fuze, Of the igniting cartridges used only
orie primer failed to functlon. Héwever, considerable difficulty was exw
perienced in inserting the igniting cartridges in the stem of the rounds.
This was due to the fact that moisture had coused the cardboard cartridge
cases to swell, The fragmentation of the projectiles appeared to be
excellent, Splashes from shell fragmentation could be seen ranging out
to & radius of approximately 100 feet around the projectile befeore the
‘large cone of water was thrown up by the force of the oxplosion, An
estimated 50 to 100 of these fragment splashms could be seen on almost
every round that was near enough to shore to make them discermible with
the naked eye, It appears that the fuze funetioned instantaneously as
the small splashes codld be seen an instant before the cone of water
wag thrown up bv the comblned blast and fragmont vtion effectsof the pro=
jectlle. « :

During the first half dozen rouhds fired, it was noted that
the mortar base piate shifted to the rear, After the first few rounds
hed been fired, the base plate settled firmly into the ground and no
further shlftlng was nobted.. The propelling charge is almost ent1rely
smokeless, However, a muzzle flash varying from 2 to 3 inches to approx=
imately three feet long could be seen, the lcngth of the flash depending
on the number of increments used,

Tentative Flrlng Tabless= The followlng tentative flring tables
were obtained by firing enly one round gt each charge and angle of
elevat10n~

- 24 -




TINE ] E
; #
JAPANESE TYPE 97 iéévf%ﬁ’ (comiD) -
?ONm 0 :
(Ignitlng ‘cartridgs only)
RANGE RLEVATIQN
(Yards) 3 (Mile)
460 - N 1100
575 ‘ 1000
620 . - 900"
690 800

(4 & second round fired at 1200 mils gave o range of 380 yards. This ;
is well within the rectangle of dispersion that would be.expeéted.)v

ZONE 1
(Ignltlng cartridge wnd one 1ncrement)
RANGE . BLEVATION
(Yards) ‘ ‘(Mils)
840 ; 1200
o940 i 1100
1080 © o 1000
© 1160 ' “ 900
1040 ' o ' 800
| ZONE 2 |
(Igniting cartridge and two increments) -
RANGE ~ TELEVATION
- (varas) - (uls)
1205 ’ - 1200
1430 | < 1100
1675 k - 1000
1720 | %00
1760 I "' 800
‘ ZONE 3
(Ignltlng cartridge and three increments)
RANGE =~ - - ' ELEVATION
(¥ards) , (Mils)
1680 1200
1920 i : 1100
2200 ' , - 1000 -
2240 o , S00
2280 - 800
ZONE 4
(Ignitlng cartr;dge and four 1ncrem@nts)
RANGE : ELEVATION
(Yards) ' : (Mils)
2100 . 1200

2360 . A 1100




" JAPANESE TYPE 97 (1937) 15 GENTIMETER MORTAR (CONTD)

o : ZONE 5
(Igniting car‘crmge and five inerements)
RANGE - ELEVATION
(Yards) (Mils)
2620 | 1200
| 2980 : 1100
3390 1000 -
3490 900
3680 o 800
ZONE 6 \
(Igm.t:mg oartriugu and six 1ncraments)
RANGE  ELEVATION
(Yards) I v (Mils)
3060 | 1200
3400 11100
4040 1000
4250 | | 900
4850 ' 800

4160 - . 700
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