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PREFACE

This report is Lestd on the informmation obtained fram the
interrogation of twunty Korein "eamfort rirls" and two Jopanose
oiviliane eaptured nround the tinth of Lujust, 1944 in the monpins up
operotions efter the fall of Lyitkyina in Burma.

The report shows how the Jopaness rocruited these Forumn
"oomfort pirls", the conditioms undur which they lived and wor'wd,
thelr rolationos with ond recaction to the Jepanese soldior, ond their
understendin~ of tho militery situntion.

& "comfort irl" is nothin; more than o prostitute or
"orofessional camp folluwer"™ attacnod to the Japanesc imy for the
benofit of tho soldiera, The word "eonfort «irl" is peculiar to the
Jepanese, Other reports show the “oamfort girls" have bcen found
wheraver it wns nocessary for the Jopeneso Arcy to fight. This
roport however deals only with the Korean "caufort girls® recruited
by the Japannuee and attedied to their Army in Jurme. Tho Jopnncse
ere reported to have shipped some 708 of theso :zirls to Jur.a in 1942.

RECRUITINGy

Berly in May of 1942 Jepaness agents arrived in Koroa for
the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for "samfort sorvice" in newly
sonquered Japaness torritories in Bouthenat Jein, The naturc ef thls
"service" wrs not specified but it wee assumed to be work conascted
with visiting the wounded in hospitals, rollin: boandapes, nnd
generelly maliing the soldiers heppy. The induocnent used by thease
agonts wes plenty of monsy, an op portunity to poy off the frnlly
debta, oesy work, end the prospect of r new 1li’c in e now lend -
Sin;aporo. On the bosis of thecu false roprosentations many irls
enlistod for overseas duty and were rowerded with an sdvancu of n
few hundred yen.

The mejority of thu pirla wure i morent and unecduc-ted,
elthou.h & fow had toun connected with "oldest profesoior on carth"
oforc. The contract thov signed bound thun to Amy m wlatisns mad
to wor'- for tho "house wastur® for 2 period of fram six sonia %o a
voar dependini on thy fe1ilr dovt for whiick thoy werc adwe.
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Approximately BOO of these rirls were recruited in this
monner rod they landed with their Jaranoss "house mastor' at T —
arcund Au ust 20th, 1942, Theyr camo in proups of fram ei -ht to
twonty-two. From hero they were distributod te warious pi-,rta of
Eurme, usually to falr siced towne noar Japanoss Amy oamps .
Eventually four of these units reached the Myltlkyina wicinity, The:
weroy Kyoel, Kinsul, Bakushinre, end Momoys. The Krooi house wre
enllod thu "Maruyema Club", but was changed whon the pirls recched
Kyitkyina as Cols Maruyoma, conmander of the garrison at Lidtloring,
cbjocted to the similarity to his nave.

PERBONALITY:

—— — =

The interrogations show the average Koroan “oomfort <irl"
to be about twenty five voars old, unedusatod, childish, whiasieal,
and selfish. 8he 18 not pretty eithor by Jopanese or Ceucnsian
standards. Bhe 1s inolined to bu egotistisal end likes to talk
sbout herself, Her attitude in front of stranzors is quiet and
decure, but she "inows tho wiles of o woman.™ Bhe slaime to
dislike her "profsssion™ and would rathor mot talk either about it
er her family. Beomuese of the kind treatment she recuviwed as a
prisoner from American soldiers at Myitkylins end Ledo, ahe feels
. that £hey are mpro omotional than Jepancse soldiers. Bhe 1is

et

afraid of Chinese and Indian Eroope. s
LIVING AND WORKING CONDIT IONS!

In Myltkyrine the pirls were usually quartered in & lerpge
two story house (usually a school tuilding) with a separatc room
for each zirl. There ecach girl lived, slept, and tronsected
business., In Myitlyina their food was prepared by and purchased
from the "houss mester™ as thoy roceived mo rogular ration frem
the Japanese Army. They lived in noar-lwoury in Bumms in
ocamparison to other placess This was especially true of their.
second year in Pumae. They lived well beonuse thelr food and
material was not heavily rationed and they had plenty of monoy
with which to purchase desirsd articles, They were eble to
buy oloth, shoes, oigerettes, and commeties to suppleuont tho
many ciftd given to them by soldiers who had recelived "ommfart
bags" from home. '

. Whils in Burma they smused themselves by partioipeting
in sports eventa with both officers and men; and attended
pioniocs, entertaimments, and social dinners. They had a phono-
graph) and in the towns thoy were allowed %o ro shopping.

FRIOE STBTRM: -

Tho ecomditions under which they transactsd business
~ were repulated by the Army, end in conjested areas rejulations
wore striotly enforoed., The Army found it necessary in conjestoed

* > ,arean to install & system of prices, prioritivs, and aschedulos

for #Re warlows onits-opereting: in o porticular ardae. Aovurdin: =
to intorropations the mwvorago systom wra as followsy
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B 1.0 youo 20 to 30 ninutos
P Al 3400 yeu 30 to 40 minutcs
12 Al 6,00 yen 30 to 40 ninutcs

-ﬁ-n were qverage grices in Oentral Bumma, Officers wers cllowod

to stay owernight fgr twenty yen. In Myitkyina Ool. Marwrens
sglashed the prices te almost one-half of tho awerage pricc.

BOEEDULES »
,L.I-"'"".""“'_
The soldiers eften oamplainod about congestion i the
houses., O(n many ocomeions they wers not served and had to leave
a8 the army was very strict sbout overstaying leaws, In order to
overoame this problem the Anmr set ceide certain dayw for certain
unite. Usually two men fram the unit for the day were staticaed
at the house to identify soldiers, A roving MP wes elso on hend
to keep order, Following is the schedule used v the"Eyocei®house
for the warious units of the 1Bth Division while at Laymyos

Bunday ===—=——-= 18th Div, Hdqs, Btaff

Monday m==me—=-- Cavalry

Tuegdsy =-=—==== Enzineers

Wednesday =——=== Day off and wuokly physical exam.
Thursday ==—-w=-- Medlcs

Fridey —-e——owe= Yountain ertillery

Baturday ==——=—==- Transport

Officers were allowed to come soven nights a weck, The sirle

‘ oamplained that even with the schedule congestion wns so ;reet that
they oould not care for all guests, thus ceusing 111 feclin- mion;
manty of the soldiers,

Boldlers would ocome to the houss, pay the price end ot

tlokots of ocardboard sebout two inches equare with the priocc on

| the left side and the name of the house on thu othor sido, Each
soldier's identity or renk was then establishod aftcr which he

"took his turm in line®. The girls worc allowod the prerogative

of refusing a customer, This was ofton done if the persem were
too drunk,

PAY AI'D LIVING COWDIT ICHSs
The ®house raster" received fifty to sixty per cont of
the 7irls' gross earninge depunding on how much of a debt ezch
pirl hed inourred whon she signed her contraci. Thio mpoant thaot
i in an averaps month a zirl would sroes about fiftoon huidred rem,
8he turned over seven hundred and fifty to the "meater”. k-
: "mastors® made life very difficult for tho pirle Yy chersin: them
high prices for food and other articles,

i In the lattor part of 1943 tho lrmy iam:ll:.ﬁ ordores th-t
! oertain irls who had paid their dobt could return haomue Bonw of
| the pirls were thus allowed to roturc to Horeo.

The intorrogations further show that the hezlth of theso
girls was ood. They were well supplied with 211 types of
um‘i’.rncuptiwa, and often soldiors would brin:, their own whioh
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had buen supplied by the ermy. They wore weoll trained in loo':in |
ai'torfboth thowselves and custamors in the metter off hyr oiio,. A

vt uler Japanesc arm’ doctor visited the housos onoo & wo @ and

sy irl Pound disoased was givon troatment, secludod, and ever-

tunlly sunt to s hospital. This same procedurs was carrisd on

within the ranls of the Army itsolf, but it is inturesting te

notu thet a soldier did not lose pa: durin: the period hs was

| corfined.

REICTIONS TO JAPANESE SOLDIERS:

In their relations with theo Jopanose afficore and ..on
only two namees of any conseguencu cane out of interro-stiocus.
They wure those of Coles Maruyama, conmander of the parrison at
Fritigrina, and Maj.Gen, Mizukmai, who brouzht in reinforcoments.
Thu two were exaot opposites. Thu former wns hard, selfish aud
repuleive with no consideration [or his menj the latter a rood,
I:tind mon and a fine soldier, with thu utmoot consideration for
thoso who worlted under hims. The Colonul wns & constant hasitus |
of tho housss while tho General was nevur lmown to have wvieited
them. With the fall of Kyitkyine, Col. Yaruyams suppossdly
desorted while Gen. Mitulamivoommitted sulcido because he could
not evacuats the men s

SOLDIERS!_REACTICHS:

The avurapge Jespanese soldior is enbarrassod ebout beinp
seann in a “oomfort house" acsording to one of tho 1irls who seid,
"whon the place is packed he is apt to be ashamed if he hos to
wait in line for his turn®. However there were numerous
instancus of proposals of marriage and in certain cases morria-es
actually took plocu.

All the rirles agre.d that the worst offlocers and men
wiio came to see tham wore those who were drunk and leavin £r the
front the follewing day, 3ut all likewisv agrecd that even though
very drunk the Jepaness soldler nevor discussed military uatters
or secrets with thema. Though the zirls micht start the convorse-
tion nbout same military matter the officer or enlisted nan weuld
not talk, but would in faot "seold us for discussing such un-lady
1ile subjects, Even Col. Karuyamn when drunk would never discuss
such mntters ™

The soldiers would ofter express how much they enjored
receivin; magazines, letters and nowspopers from hamo. Ther also
mentioned the receipt of "camfort bo-s" filled with canued cods,
nerosinea, soap, handkerchiefsz, tootnbrush, miniature doll,
lipsticl, and woodon c¢logs. The lipsticlk and cleo,,s wore
de initely feminine and the ~irls couldn't understand why tho
Frople et home were sendin: such articlsu. They spoculstod Thet
ihe sender could enly have had themsclwes or the “native irla"
it rdinds,

REACTION 70 T-E LILITARY SITUaT I0Hs

It uppoars tint thep "weow vory littlo a'out £he iliters
sitstion sround Myitlorinag ewen up to asd includin: the tdw ef
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their rctroat end eapture, There 18 howtver Bome inforistion
worth noting

d "In the initial attacl en boritlerine and the alr strip
et two hundrod Japancse died in battle, lenvin =it twe
Fuadred to defond the town. Ammunition was vor. low,

"Col.: Karuyarc dispersed hic ruim,  Durin: 240 rollowin
dis thu onury wore sheoting hophazardly wverrwhere. It was a waot
slie. they didn't sour to ain at any particular thine, The
Jopanccu soldiers on thu othur hand hed orders tu Tire one shot
et 2 time and only wher thoy were sure of & hit."

“nlfore thu enamy attacked on tihw wouot alr strip,
enldiors stationed around Myitlyina were dispatched olsuwhere
to stul the Allied attack in the North and Wost. About four
heidrod nen were loft bohind, lar-ely t'ram the 1l4tn Re ‘lacit.
Evidently Col. Maruynma did not expoct the tomm to bo attaclud,
Letur boje Cen, Nisulnmi of the 56th Division broucht in
reinforeenents of more than two recimunto but thesu wore upatle
to hold the town.

It woo the conconsus amonp the ~irls that Allicd
baings were intense and frightenin- and bocause of tham thov
spont most of thoir lest days in foxholes., One or two svon
cerriod on work theru, The comfort houses were bopood and
several of the girls wore wounded and killed,

RETREAT AlD CAPTURE,

The story of the rotrost and final capture of the
"comfort pirls™ is somowhot vapuo and confused in thelr own
uinds, From wvarious reports it eppears that the followlng
oogurrody -on the night of July 3lst s purty of sixty threu
ptoplo inoludin: the "camfort Airle™ of thre: houtes (Malu-
shinro wes norpged with Kinsui), familiuve, and hulpere, started
ocross tho Irrawaddy River in amall boats. They ovuntually
landed samewhiere noer Weinmgmew, They stayed theru until
auust 4th, but never eptered Wainmuaw, Fram theruv they
followed in thepath of & proup of soldiers until Au-uet 7th
whaonn thoro was e skirmish with tho onemy and tho partyr eplit
vi's The rirls weru ordercd to follow thu soldiorc anf™uy a
tirou hour inturvwl. Thuy did tkis onlys to [ird thwsnolves o
tiw hanl: of & river with no sim of tho coldiors or a1 o018
of crossin;s Thuy remcined in ¢ noorby housy until Au ust 10%
vihen thoy weru eoptured by Kiohin sulliors lod %y an En lish
o™Minures Thuy wire talun e Lyitizrina and than to Lhw Ledo
etockode whoeruy thu inberro;wtione vl L lore o Lasis of tiig
roport took place.

FKOFA A Dhs

Tiw. pirls hbuaow proctiocddl s fothod | or myy e
Tl 'lots thet bad Loers veed & ainst the Japamonun. T
o fow loulluts ir thy honds of ti. soldievs bwt wnt o
e vzetirle to 54 . ;




rcmembercd the leaflet sbout Ools Leoruyema (cpparsctl; it woa
lyitiyina Troop appasl), but she did not beliews it, Othors hecrd
the seldiors disoussing lec{lets from timo to fimc but mo tensible
rcanrks resulted from thelr eevesdrepping, Howower it is intcrust.
in; to not¢ that one officer lﬂprﬁilud the view thet "Jeapan ean't win

thh war® , ;
REqRSTE
{ Hone of ﬁm, %ho loudspecikor
' used at Hy‘lthfl.na,. ;’:‘&3’ -E mﬂ ‘Wontiom »
e "radic broadcash®

| They anksd &y‘t hmm' tellin; of the ocopture of the

. " Oomfort gir)s® should not be used for it would endanzer tho livue
of other girls Af thlﬂ'-l.‘f imew of their mghlrﬂ- Ther did think
it would be & pood idec" %o wtiline ﬁi faok of their septuro in eny
droppings plonned fer Korea,
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~PPRIDIX LR

Fellowin cru thu nozaes of the tamaty Vorea “cauvort
#irls" end the two Japrnesc oivilirme intcerro ~t.d te chit=in the
information used in this report. Thu Forucld 4o, w8 -TC

phoncticlzcd.
N e DIRLSS
1. Bhin Jyun NWind 21l %eishonando, Shinahu
2+ Kalt Tonje 28 - Srnponan e, LWl
3. Prn Yonje 26 - Shiush
4. Chin:c Chunto 2l Keishoholudo, T-i'sru
6. Chun Yonjc 2T Koishaon-nde, Shi:sim
B. lim V'rnju 2b icishohlaude, T-ilgma
T« Fim Yonjr 19 " "
B. Kim Henj: 25 Koishon-nde, il-8=1
9. FKin Bennd 21 i Do’
10, Kim [lun Sun 22 i Trilzru
11. Him Chonpi 26 s Shlishu
12. Pr Kijr 27 " "
1%, Chun Punyil 2l . YLista T,
! l~vaaun | ure
! 14, Koke Sunyi 21 r oo, Scliho'm
by Fyu Turl
15, Yon Lujl 31 Heloon-nda, luije
16. Opu Ni 20 " "
17. Kin Tonhi 20 Keikido, Keijo
18, He Tonyo 21 " "
19. 0kl Bong 20 loishohokudo, Trlkm
20, Fim Guptoge 21 Zonranrnde, Hoshu

Jepanese Clvilianag

1. Kitamura, Tomiko 38 Kudkido, Huljo
2a c Eibun 41 n L
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