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“This report was written primarily for the use of the U. 5. Strategic
Bombing Survey in the preparation of further reports of a more com-
prehensive nature. Any conclusions or opinions expressed in this
report must be considered as limited to the specific material covered and
as subject to further interpretation in the light of further studies

conducted by the Survey.”

The United States Strategic Bombing Survey
was established by the Secretary of War on 3
November 1944, pursuant to a Directive from the
late President Roosevelt. Its mission was to con-
duct an impartial and expert study of the effects
of our aerial attack on Germany, to be used in
connection with air attacks on Japan and to estab-
lish a basis for evaluating the importance and
potentialities of air power as an instrument of
military strategy, for planning the future devel-
opment of the United States armed forces, and
for determining future economic policies with
respect to the national defense. A summary report
and some 200 supporting reports containing the
findings of the Survey in Germany have been
published.

On 15 August 1945, President Truman requested
that the Survey conduct a similar study of the
effects of all types of air attack in the war against
Japan, submitting reports in duplicate to the Sec-
retary of War and to the Secretary of the Navy.
The officers of the Survey during its Japanese
phase were:

Frangnix D'Over, Chairman.
Pauvn H. Nrrze,
Hexry C. ALEXANDER,

Viee Chaivmen.
Warrer Wips, Secretary.
Harry L. Bowarax,
J. K. GaLprATTH,
Rexsts LigerT,
Fraxg A. McNaMEE,
Frep Seants, Jr.
MoONROE SPAGHT,
Dr. Louis R. Troaesox,
Tueopore P. WricHT, Directors.
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civilians, 350 officers, and 500 enlisted men. The
military segment of the organization was drawn
from the Army to the extent of 60 percent, and
from the Navy to the extent of 40 percent. Both
the Army and the Navy gave the Survey all pos-
sible assistance in furnishing men, supplies, trans-
port, and information. The Survey operated from
headquarters established in Tokyo early in Sep-
tember 1943, with subheadquarters in Nagoya,
Osaka, Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and with mobile
teams operating in other parts of Japan, the
islands of the Pacific, and the Asiatic mainland.

It was possible to reconstruct much of wartime
Japanese military planning and execution, en-
gagement by engagement and campaign by cam-
paign, and to secure rmlwnuh]_\' accurate statistics
on Japan’s economy and war production plant by
plant, and industry by industry. In addition,
studies were conducted on Japan's over-all stra-
tegic plans and the background of her entry into
the war, the internal discussions and negotiations
leading to her acceptance of unconditional sur-
render, the course of health and morale among
the civilian population, the effectiveness of the
Japanese civilian defense organization, and the
effects of the atomic bombs. Separate reports will
be issued covering each phase of the study.

The Survey interrogated more than 700 Jap-
anese military, government, and industrial officials.
Tt also recovered and translated many documents
which have not only been useful to the Survey,
but will also furnish data valuable for other
studies. Arrangements are being made to turn
over the Survey's files to a permanent government
agency where they will be available for further
examination and distribution.
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) As part of this over-all plan, the Marshalls-
 Gilberts-New Britain Party of the United States
: _.Sﬂmtagl.c Bombing Survey was organized in Sep-
tember 1945, under the leadership of Brig. Gen.
- Lewie G. Merrit!;, USMC, commanding general of
“the Third Marine Air ng This party was as-
signed the task of examining five specific island
areas—Wake Island, and Wotje, Jaluit, Malcelap,
~and Mi lle Atolls in the Marshall Islands, where
certain air components of the Army, Navy, and
Marine Corps of the United States only, had been
- brought to bear. In addition, it was given tire
responsibility of surveying conditions at Rabaul
on New Britain Island in the Bismarck Archipel-
‘ago, against which the combined effort of certain
air units of the United States, Australia, and New
Zealand had operated.

In the early stages of the war, Wake, together
with the above-mentioned Marshall Islands, were
centers of considerable Japanese strength. Their
possession and continued development by the Jap-
anese presented a very definite threat to Allied
forces operating in the South and Southwest Pa-
cific Ocean Areas. It was well within estimated
enemy capabilities to utilize these atolls as staging
points or bases for attacks directed toward the east
and south, against friendly bases or supply lines.
The development of American strategy in the Cen-
tral Pacific Area resulted in a gradual diminution
of this threat. With the suecessful accomplishient
of primary objectives in the Gilbert Islands and
Marshall Islands Campaigns, the Japanese bases
remaining in these areas were partially neutral-

~ized. Finally. after the successful campaign in
the Marianas, those bases remaining in Japanese
control in the Marshalls-Giilberts Arvea were re-
duced to virtual impotence and relegated to the
status of “bypassed islands.”
In most respects Rabaul had little in common
with the Central Pacific island areas studied by
:t]m survey. Far removed geogmp]ucnlly frrom
plebely different in its physical fea-
ter of more intensive devel-
ent power than any of the
‘one important respect it
result of successive Allied

dg,.Ne.w Ggiuea,

INTRODUCTION

Against all of these enemy buses, the aerial of-
fensive, in its first phase, was designed to destroy
the enemy’s offensive power. Once the bases were
bypassed, that offensive, in its second phase, sought
to maintain their neutralization and to enforce
their isolation by aerial blockade. It was hoped
that unremitting attacks would gradually under-
mine Japanese morale and induce surrender with-
out the necessity of costly invasion.

The over-all purpose of the survey conducted by
the Marshalls-Gilberts-New Britain Party was.
therefore, to study the progressive development of
the Allied strategic plan as it affected these targets.
More specifically, the party undertook to investi-
gate the effects of our air attacks with reference,
not only to physical damage inflicted, but also to
the direct and indirect consequences on military
installations, repair and maintenance facilities,
and food stocks. Not the least part of its purpose
was to study the effects of aerial attacks upon
enemy morale and to chart the progressive sapping
of the enemy’s will to resist.

In assernbling the material for the present re-
port, the Marshalls-Gilberts-New Britain Party.,
immediately after the Japanese surrender, visited
each of the target areas and conducted a field
examination. For purposes of this investigation
the party was organized into five fact-finding divi-
sions as follows:

I. Military and Naval Studies Division—This
division was concerned primarily with the tactics
of the air attack proper. the operational factors
involved, and the over-all effects of the attack upon
Japanese operations and the Japanese strategic
plan.

11. Physical Damage Division—This division
was concerned specifically with the damage in-
flicted upon Japanese ground installations of
defensive character.

III. 7ransportation Division.— This division
studied the extent to which Japanese transport
and communications were impaired by our aerial
attacks and the burden imposed on the Japanese
defenders in their attempts to maintain their sys-
tem in working order.

IV. Avrea Studies Division.-—This division paidl
special attention to damage inflicted upon sueh




over-all political and mo
tacks and attempted to as
bombing upon civilian

In addition to stu

sions utilized the operations
and war diaries of the Arm
Corps of the United States and Allje
had conducted operations against the
areas. Japanese records were, for the
not available, having been destroyed the
surrender of the garrisons. A large part of the
information included in this report, however, is
the result of intensive interrogation of Jupanese
military and naval personnel in the areas studied.
The present report reflects the findings. and out-
lines the conclusions, of the five working divisions.
In the interest of clarity, the findings for each
target-urea have been presented in narrative
fashion, and in as brief scope as possible. The sup-

porting evidence is appended in the annexes which

form the bulk of the report.
The personnel of the Marshalls-Gilberts-New
Britain Party was as follows:

CHIEF OF PARTY
Brigadier General Lewis G. MERRITT, USMC

STAFF
Executive Officer—Colonel Marion L, DAWSON,
USMC

Intelligence Officer—Major €. L. T. GABLER,
USMCR

Medical Officer—Commander John . KOETT
(MC), USN

Adjutant and Service Officer—Warrant Officer
Harry C. SHORT, II, USMCR

HEADQUARTERS SECTION
Warrant Officer Harry C. SHORT, II, USMCR

Master Technical Sergeant R. R. MARTIN 3T
USMCR, Senior NCO-Clerk-Stenographer

Technical Sergeant P, R, BRICKMAN, USMCR
—Clerk-Typist
Corporal R. L. HALL, USMCR—Driver

0 : TION
Major C. L. T. GABLER, USMCR
Photographer Mate 3d Class W. B. CHAMBERS,
USNR gl

Photographer Mate 3d Class N. D. GORMAN,
USNR

Photographer Mate 3d Class B, J. CURTIS,
USNR

AREA STUDIES DIVISION
Major C. L. T. GABLER, USMCR
Lieutenant N. E. THORLAKSSON, USNR—In-
terpreter y -
First Lientenant M. M. SUTHERLAND,
USMCR
MILITARY AND NAVAL STUDIES
DIVISION
Lieutenant Colonel L. B.
USMC
Major W. B. HAGEN AH, USMCR
Major R. E. HATTON, USMCR
Major W. H. POWELL, USMCR
Captain E. A. T. WILLIAMS, USMCR

Lieutenant (junior grade) P, 8, GILMAN, USNR
—Interpreter

Sergeant (. H., DUNIGAN, Jr., USMCR—Clerk-
Stenographer ¥ .

Yeoman 2d Class R. G. CARNTLLA USNR—
Clerk-Stenographer " o

Yeoman 3d Class N, J, RAINS, USNR

MORALE DIVISION
Commander J, W, KOETT, (MC).

ROBERTSHAW,
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Lieutenant (junior grade) Henry GARDINER,

- USNR—Interpreter

Private First Class J. 1. SHAW, USMCR—
Clerk-Typist

PHYSICAL DAMAGE DIVISION

First Lieutenant M. A. PORTER, USMCR

First Lieutenant E. P. FRIEDBERG, USMCR

Lieutenant (junior grade) G. H. SHEEKS,
USNR—Interpreter

Technician Third Grade .J. A. MATHIAS, -AUS
—Engineer

 Technician Fifth Grade W. F. DONOGHUE, Jr.,
AUS—Engineer helper
Corporal C. GOULSTON, USMCR—Clerk-Ste-

nographer
Private First Class J. W. H. PAT, AUS—Drafis-

man

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION
Lieutenant Colonel L. B. ROBERTSHAW,
USMC
Second Lieutenant .J. P. COTTON, Jr., USMCR
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. GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION
ce Island, located at 19 degrees, 18 minutes
titude, and 166 degrees, 36 minutes east
longitude, lies 304 miles north-northwest of Po-
Atoll, the northernmost of the Marshall
. Properly an atoll, Wake consists of three
slets with a connecting reef and occupies an
bout 4 miles long by 2.5 miles wide. The
lets, Wake, Peale. and Wilkes. are arranged
rude V-shaped pattern concave toward the
- Wake, largest of the three islets, has maximum
lengths of approximately 15,700 feet in a north-
south direction and 15,800 feet in a northwest-
southeast direction. Its greatest width, measured
in a northwest direction from Peacock Point to
 the Ingoon, is 6,300 feet. The dimensions of the
two smaller islands, Peale and Wilkes, are respec-
tively 7.800 feet by 3,100 feet and 7.650 feet by
1.800 feet. The islets are generally level in surface
configuration and form a coral tableland with an
average elevation of 12 feet. Maximum natural
elevations do not exceed 21 feet. The fringing
and connecting reef is generally steep-to. Shores
consist of discontinuous benches of coral sand sep-
arated by boulder beaches nnd strips of bare coral
rock. The coral islets, together with the reef on
the northwest side of the atoll, enclose a lagoon
having maximum depths of 1 to 1.5 fathoms in its
northwestern portion. A natural channel, deep-
ened by dredging, exists between Wilkes and Walke
Tslets and is navigable by boats and by ships up
to at least 95 tons.

Higher portions of the islets are covered by a
Aairly heavy growth of umbrella trees. scrub
brush, vines, and grasses, although the soil is thin
‘and poor. In spite of the fact that rainfall is

wsonably abundant, amounting fo some 34 inches
¢ { and conliguration of the islands
us nature of the coral rock underlying
have not permitted the formation of
streams or ponds. Principal source of
fall, although wells, during
ble of producing a limited
ble, at its deepest
Wake, is at a depth
Elsewhere it is shal-
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lower and probably averages some 9 feet through-
out the tableland areas of the islets.

Approximate distances in mautical miles from
Wake to key Pacific bases are shown in the fol-
lowing table:

Milien
Pearl Harbor 1,004
Midway = 1,028
Yokol = 1,720
Saipan = 1,200
T T b e e ek s 15 1310
Marcus 760
Truk 1,100
Ponape ____ - B0
Kwajalein _ o
Wotje _ <
B O e e e e
Jaluit ____
Rabaul ___ =

1I. THE DEVELOPMENT OF JAPANESE
STRENGTH ON WAKE

A. The [apanese Strategic Plan

Wake Island was one of the objectives of the
initial Jap assault of T December 1941, and, after
a heroic defense by United States Marines and
civilian workers, capitulated on 23 December. In
the following year, the main American effort in
the Pacific was devoted to reinforcing its remain-
ing bases and repelling further Japanese expansion
to the east, south, and southeast. Japanese pos-
session of Wake was therefore virtually unchal-
lenged. The island was hit in late January 1942,
when an American carrier force struck at Japanese
outposts in the Gilberts and Marshalls; but, for the
most part. the Japanese were left alone to develop
their newly won base and make plans for its future
use.

The original Japanese plans for Wake are not
yet. wholly clear.! They seern, however, to have
been extensive and to have been influenced, first,
by the island’s favorable position and, second, by

1Complete knowledge of Japanese strategic plans with respect to
Wake will be possible only when the recornds in Imperial Headquarters
are made availably to American researchers. Any records which miy
have been kept on Wake itself were destroyed before the Japanese
der, Thi estl of J ir i d above is

based on physical evidence existing in the form of naval and military
installations and on the statements of selected military personmel
remaining on the island, It should be ncted that none of the officers
questioned admitted having served on Wake prior to December 1842,
and thut mo aviation 1 were available for i i
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the continued success of Japanese arms in 1941 an
most of 1942. When it passed into Japanese con

vance toward these holdings, it would have an
important role.
Certainly the Japanese were thinking in 1942

in terms of a continued offensive, and their first

consideration, in planning for Wake, was the build-
ing of a formidable air establishment there. Exist-
ing evidence indicates that the island was to be
developed as a paint of origin, a staging base, or
both, for bombing attacks against Midway.* More-
over, extensive aerial reconnaissance was intended,
to disclose American shipping routes and to dis-
cover convoys and task units which could then be
taken under attack by bombers based on Wake or
Truk® The original plans also seem to have con-
templated u strong force of fighters, which would
fly short sector searches, maintain combat air pa-
trol, and serve as escort for Japanese attacks and
interceptors during possible American raids.

Because of extremely limited anchorages at
Wake, the Japanese could not hope to establish
extensive naval facilities there. However, there is
evidence to indicate that they considered using the
island as an advanced submarine base. although
this project seems to have been abandoned early in
19425

Finally, it was believed that Wake could be de-
veloped into an important link in the Japanese
communications system. Because of its advanced
position, the island could become “listening
Post,” transmitting to higher command vital infor-
mation concerning Allied surface shipping routes.s

B. The Development of the Base (1 942-43)

Whatever the expectations of the Japanese High
Command with respect to the strategic potentiali-
ties of Wake, those potentialities ultimately fell
short. of realization. During 1942, ||()\\'|A\v@}-. the
Japanese made considerable progress and laid the
foundation for their air establishment on the
island.

*See below, Annex
20, and 5,
the attack on )
landing at W
at Midway,

B, Bection 1, Interrogation, Chiba, fuestions 10,
Yuestion 126, It Is understood that shortly before
ay, an intercepted Japanese message requested the
of road-building equipment which wits to be used

low, Annex B, Section
arn, question 130,
. Annex B, 8
See below, Annex B, See
7, and 19, Admiral Saknibarg,
plans. See Interrogn on,

“See below, Annes

L Interrogation, Chiba, questions 21,

tion 1, Interrogation, Chiba, festion 21,
m 1. Interrogation, Chiba, Auestions 16,
. however, expressed ignoranee of such
akaibara, question 121,

B, Section 1, Interrogation, Sakai
3 12 3 e . o . Bakaibara, qu
181, 182, and 183; Chibn, questions 22, 23, wnd 24 Guestions

: 6

on, important facili-
developed on Wake
| and by private Ameri-
inl enterprise. These included the
¢ airfield, accompanying repair
and maintenance services, on Wake Island, and a
seaplane ramp and servicing accommodation on
Peale Island. Barracks and other permanent
housing capable of sheltering 3,000 men were lo-
cated on Wake and Peale Island. These facilities,
together with warehouses, power plants, fuel stor-
age tanks, underground magazines, and miscella-
neous structures, were served by a well-developed
coral-surfaced road system.

Although many of these installations were dam-
aged during the Japanese eampaign to occupy
Wake. few were completely destroyed, except a
large Pan-American Airways Hotel that had been
construeted on Peale Island. It was destroyed
by fire. It was possible, however, for the .J apinese
to repair and utilize the other existing facilities
during the early days of their occupation.

With respect to fundamental facilities necessary
for the operation of any base—such as housing,
water supply, fuel storage, power plants, and
roads—the Japanese were in a relatively good
position.  On Peale Island, for instance, they
found the United States Administration Building,
cold storage, general warehouse and maintenance
buildings, and a power plant. Some of these strie-
tures were incomplete, consisting only of concrete
foundations and, in some instances, of steel givder
frameworks, During 1942, when the Japanese
were free from any threat of intensive homburd-
ment, they were able to utilize undamaged build-
ings and to construct new ones on the old fournda-
tions. Cement foundations were used in some in-
stances for bulk storage, and there is one known
case in which cellars were used for the billeting
of troops.” The northwestern section of Wake
Island had been the main American shop and re-
pair area: and the Japanese were able to snlvage
approximately 30 percent-of the American equip-
ment.® Here also was located the camp area of
the American civilian workers. In 1942, the Jap-

anese used these buildings, and the Bachelor Offi-
cers’ Quarters which had been const ructed for the
United States Marines at Heel Point, for troop
Quarters, supplementing them with seven enlisted
men’s barracks and one new Bachelor Officers'

Throughout 1942, for Instance, the Japanese stored rice on the
foundations of Pan-American buildings,

*See below, Annex B, Section 1, Inter Tokuda, ion 8,

building with a combined capacity of 900 persons.®
The undestroyed and the repaired American build-
ings, together with the new Japanese construction,
had, by the end of 1942, placed at the disposal of
the Island Commander some 40,000 square feet of
usable floor space1®

In the matter of water supply, the Japanese
were forced to rely initially upon the two water

~ distillation units left by the United States forces.

These two plants—one af, the southwest end of
Wake Island. the other. also on Wake Island, near
the causeway leading to Peale Island—were cap-
able of operating at a rate of 480 gallons per day.
This supply was supplemented by rainwater and
water from brackish wells. It is probable that
water from these latter sources did not exceed
7,600 gallons per day. Some bulk water storage
tanks and cisterns seem to have been built in 1942
on Wake and Wilkes Islands. Physical evidence
indicates, however, that the total available water
supply never exceeded that necessary for a few
days’ normal use.

American workers on Wake had, before Japa-
nese occupation, completed construction of two
10,000-barrel fuel oil tanks, two Diesel oil tanks
of 1,000 and 5,000 barrels, and eight gasoline stor-
age.tnnks of 25,000 gallons each. I‘i])llT.l;.E :Elul
pumping facilities included a pipe line terminating
at the end of the fuel pier located off the south-
western tip of Wake Island. The main tanks were
installed near this pier. Aerial reconnaissance
indicated that six of the 25,000 gallon gasoline
storage tanks were being used by the Japanese in
1942. In the course of their construction program
in the same year the Japanese constructed a num-
ber of smaller tanks dispersed over the islands.
Four small tanks were constructed in the vicinity
of the former Marine Camp in the sonthwestern
section of Walke Island. Four 10 by 25 feet horizon-
tal tanks were installed in the plane parking area
in the vieinity of the airfield. In addition, three
fuel tanks, 15 by 50 feet, were constructed in the
area south of the former United States Adminis-
tration building on Peale Island.

Although, as has been noted :llm\"rx. the '].“ panese
garrison on Wake was well })l‘ﬂ\’lde‘.d ‘:\‘1”! fuel
storage facilities, there is evidence to indicate that
some, at least, of these fucilities were not used.
The six usable 25,000 gallon gasoline storage
tanks were covered with sand, and it is apparent
that the Japanese at least contemplated their em-

#Soo below, Annex B, Section 1, Interrogation, Tokudn, qnulian 7.
# Sep belaw, Annex B, Seotion 1, Tokuda, 28

-

ployment. There is no indication, however, that
the pier ffuel pumping units were ever used to
deliver bulk shipments of fuel to the island.
Rather, it appears that fuel deliveries were inter-
mittent and not up to their expectations. At the
peak of Japanese operational strength on Wake in
early 1943, the following fuel stores were on
hand :1

Tons
Moo gaaaline EeSEME L 8 e 1’;1:1!
Aviation gasoline _ - s 1gzu
Diesel oil __ S} L

The main American power plant was located on
Wake Island near the dock at Wilkes Channel.
This plant, of frame construction and corrugated
steel roof, housed two boilers. It was damaged
during the Japanese assault but was later rvpnim'cl
and put to use by them. Power supplied by this
unit was supplemented early in 1942 by new Jap-
anese construction. Their central power Iri:u!l was
a large reinforced concrete structure, ]ﬂ(‘:lfll‘l’] in the
northeastern section of Wake Island, housing three
125-kilowatt generators, Supplemental power
units were located on the two other islands. Three

30-kilowatt generators were dispersed on Peale
Tsland, and two or three of this same model gen-
erator were used on Wilkes Island.'?

All of the base facilities enumerated above were
linked by a well-developed road net. The very
nearly level topography of Wake Island and the
ceneral excellence of surface drainage presented
Fv\\' problems of road construction. 'l‘hs-l ]nc:lt_tr:n
of roads was dictated primarily by consideration
e and defense needs. The Japanese inher-
om the Americans a good coral-surfaced

of serv
ited fr ir
road around the islands, and had, in addition, a
bridee connection between Wake and .P(tnlt
Islands. They also supplemented this existing
road system with an extensive network of second-
ary ul:.llt‘unlnwlily.r: roads. Al its maximum do\'_(-l-
) stem on Wake in-

opment, the Japanese rouc ;
cluded 16 miles of primary roads. 6 miles of sec-
ondary roads and cross-connections—a total of
22 miles.!? h

With respect to defensive installations, the an-
anese were not so fortunate as they had been n
the case of the above facilities, and they fell heir
to very little American equipment that was operii-
tional. Only four workable guns were left on the
island at the time of the Japanese occupation—two

U See below, Annex B, Section 1, Inter

al, 1 23,
“;':- below, Annex B, Section 1, Interrogation, Tokuda, question 2.

1 For an explanation of the Japanese road system, see below, Chap- ;
tor 111, Section B-2-h, “Transportation.

jon, Tokuda,




two 3-inch guns at Heel Point.1 e b
a strong defensive system, therefore, |
prime necessity, and the Japanese made every ef
fort to accomplish this task in the 12 months which

followed their initial landing. At the end of the
period, and at its point of maximum effectiveness,

the coastal and anti-aireraft defenses of the island
were as follows:15
4 const defense 20 em. § inch, located an Wake
and Peale Islands.
4 coast defense 15 em. 6 inch, located on Wake
and Peale Islands.
8 twin mount 12,7 em, 5 inch AA, located on
Wake Island.
S anti-tank 12 em, 4.5 inch, located on Wake
and Wilkes Islands.
4 8 em, 5.2 inch A AL located at Peacock Point.
1 dual purpose 8 em. 3.2 inch, loeated on Peale
Island.
6 dual purpose 5 inch guns, loeated on Wake
Island.
9 3 inch AA, located on Wake, Peale and
Wilkes Islands.
24 twin-mount 25 mm machine guns, located
on Wake and Peale Islands.

The Japanese were never able, even at their state
of greatest strength on Wake, to procure enough
machine guns to satisfy their defensive needs.
Those which were available were placed around
the heavier gun positions to defend them agninst
strafing attacks and to fire on secondary m'l'gets.
The larger guns had director fire control. There
were no radar controlled guns on the island.'® Al
guns were serviced by ammunition bunkers located
in their immediate vicinity.

The main purpose of the Japanese in the year
1932 was to develop their air strength and faci?lf o8
on Wake to the highest possible degree. The nir-
field, not wholly completed at the time of Japanese
occupation, when finished oceupied the southeast-
ern section of Wake Island and consisted of three
runways as follows:

Feet

“A"  East-West
“B" Northeast-
"C"  North-South

A trapezoidal area, 1,100 feet by 350 feet, lying

" Crews manning the Ameriean guns not o
nly thought well of the:
bu‘t;cluimed seoring hits on at least one American eruiyer nnd Znuln;:
&w below, Annex B, Section 1, Interrogation, Sakaibarn, qumliol;
90; Chieaburi, questions 29, 33, and 5; and Seetion 5, Tahle V.

#8ee helow, Annex B 5
e nex B, Seetion 1, Interrogation, Saknibnrn, ques-

A" and east of the narrow
sion ¢ way “B." served as the
and servicing area.’” Shop and
roused in some 19 buildings

':“'lbimﬁefﬁ enstern and southern sides of this
~area. Good facilities therefore were available for

cervice and upkeep of aircraft; however, as will be
seen below, the place was never adequately
equipped with planes.

The Japanese claim that some six fighter-type
revetments suitable for plane dispersal and park-
ing, remained when they took the island, and that
they were located on the southern side of runway

““A™ in the area to the west of its extension from
runway “B.” These revetments, originally some-
what damaged, were, according to the Japanese
account, repairved and used by them. It is prob-
able that American plans would have included a
further northward extension of runway “C.” 'This
was never accomplished by the Japanese. The
existing foundations for this extension, were ntil-
ized by them in the development of a homber
dispersal aren. Two taxiways—one of 3.000 feet
and the other of 1,800 feet—were constricted lead-
ing into this avea from the northern end of run-
way “B."  Along these taxiways were dispersed
a total of 23 semi-octagonal bomber revetments.!8

In addition to the facilities for land-based air-
craft, seaplane accommodations also were available
to the Japanese. The former Pan-American Air-
ways base, including concrete ramp and service
apron, was located on the south shore of Peale
Island.  Dredging operations conducted by the
Americans had deepened the northwestern part of
the lngoon, between Peale and Wilkes Island. to a
depth of 6 feet providing excellent shelter and
take-off lengths, as follows:

Feet
dnst-West _ B,A00
North-South - 3,000
Northwest-Southeast T.000
Northeast-Sonthwest 13,700

There is no evidence that the Japanese attempted
to develop these seaplane facilities further.,

Communication between the various facilities on
Wake was established by means of an underground
system of 16 mm (32 wire) telephone cables. The
connection with Wilkes and Peale Islands was
under water. The former did not prove successful
and was replaced eventually by an oyverhead cable
extending across Wilkes Channel, -

8ue below, Annex B, Seetion 2, Mup 4,
"8ee below, Annex B, Section 2, Map 4,

———— e e e

Because of its advancec position, Wake was a
forward communieations point of considerable im-
portance to the Japanese. Radio transmission and
reception conditions were excellent, and Wake was
able to establish and maintain radio communica-
tion with higher echelons of command in the
Marshall and Gilbert Area. Wake was provided
with four short-wave racio sets—two Type 95,
Model 3 and two Type 95, Model 4. In addition.
there was present one Type 92, Model 3. long-wave
radio set. Utilization of these radio facilities en-
abled the island oceupants to transmit and receive
messages to and from Kwajalein, the communica-
tions center for the Marshall-Gilbert-Wake area.

As a navigational aid, the Japanese apparently
continued to operate the United States Depart ment
of Commerce radio captured on Wake. In one
instance in early 1943, its beam, with on-course
signal, was intercepted 230 miles from Wake on
a divect bearing to Midway. A radio direction
finder station was constructed in 1942 by the Jap-
anese on the northern part of Peale Island. It
was apparently their intention to use this installa-
tion in establishing the location of Allied surface
shipping, thus aiding them in the determination of
Allied shipping routes,'®

The Japanese apparvently intended to employ
radar as an early warning device complementing
other base defense installations. For this purpose,
they were provided with two Type IT (Model un-
known) radar sets. One of these wis erected in
the southeastern section of Wake Island near Pea-
cock Point, the other near Kuku Point on Wilkes
Island. The over-all performance of Japanese
radaron Wake was not inspiring. The set.at I{uku

Point had a range of only 75 miles so that its
“early-warning” value was comparatively small.
The set at Peacock Point was emplaced at too low
an elevation to secure the maximum 75 mile range.
Further complications resulted from the masking
of certain sectors of search by neighboring vegeta-
tion. These two sets were supplanted in June
1944, by two Type LT radars which were installed,
one at Heel Point and the other on the north part
of Peale Island. These sets were effective for full
3609 traverse and at ranges up to 120 miles.

In view of the strategic possibilities envisaged
for Wake at the time of its capture, it appears
strange that, in the development of the base, more

air strength was not assigmed to the island. All

BZes below, Annex B, Section 1, Interrogation, Sakaibars, gues-
tion 132,
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existing evidence indicates that enemy air strength
on Wake vias never a powerful factor; that it grew
very slowly to its peak in April 1943, and then
dwindled until its final destruction by Americin
air power in the latter part of that year.

The first Japanese air unit to be based on Walke
was a Navy bombing unit of the 752 Kokutai which
established its headquarters on the island at the
beginning of 1942, was approximately 10 bombers
of the Betty type. These planes were quite cap-
able of bombing Midway. No attempt to increase
the number of bombers on Wake was made in the
course of 1942, as far as can be determined from
interrogation. This failure may have been cansed,
to some extent, by the Japanese repulse at Midway
in May-June 1942. At any rate, when Admiral
Sukaibara beeame Island Commander in December
1942, he found a total plane complement of about
10 bombers2® The main duties of these planes
were to patrol sectors in the direction of Midway .
wround the island in

and to carry out 360° searche
an effort to detect the presence of American ship-
ping. Any plans for the establishment of a sea-
plane base in the lagoon had now apparently been
abandoned, and the only flying boats on Wake were
oceasional visitors of the Mavis type from other
islands.*!

During 1942 no fighter planes had been based
on the island. The absence of these planes was
probably due to two factors: first, the belief that
the defense of the island did not require them, and
city of fighters in the Cen-

second, the general s
tral Pacific area during that year. The Japanese
Central Pacific Plan apparently contemplated that
Walke. like other islands, could request fighter
planes, when they were needed, from the twenty-
second and twenty-fourth Air Fleets which were
based at Truk.

The first fighter contingent to arrive at Wake
was a 15-plane unit from Truk which flew to the
island in February or March 1943. From that
period onward, a unit from either the twenty-
second or twenty-fourth Air Fleet was always
present afi Wake, being relieved every 3 \\‘[‘?k‘.f.n
The stationing of fighter planes at Wake was in-
tended to give added protection against attack and
to maintain around the island a patrol that in sorne

= Annex B, Section 1, Inter L 0 9, and 10.

# Annex B, Section 1, Inter kaib 177, nod
178,

2 Annex B, Section 1, T s i 171, and
174,
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not seem to have been flown continually day or
night. The coming of the fighters perhaps reflects,
also, a growing realization on the part of the Jap-
anese that Wake was, in the future, to play a purely
defensive role in Pacific strategy.

Replacement planes, both bomber and fighter,
arrived infrequently after the beginning of 1943.
The maximum number of planes based at any time
on Wake was between 55 and 60 aireraft, with a
bomber-fighter ratio of two to one* This peak
was reached in April 1943, just before American
bombing got under way. Flying personnel, at its
maximum, seems to have varied between 200 and
250 officers and men.

There is some evidence for the belief that the
Japenese contemplated a combined Army and
Navy garrison of approximately 4400, exclusive
of aviation personnel.2* Tf this were so, these plans
also fell short of realization. At the time of Ad-
miral Sakaibara’s arrival on the island in Decem-
ber 1942, there was an approximate total of 2,700
Japanese personnel on the island—1.000 Navy
troops, 600 Army troops, 1,000 Navy Pioneers and
100 flying personnel. This number was augmented
somewhat by the arrival of the fighter contingent
in early 1943, but the Island Commander’'s request
for additional ground troops was not granted until
January 1944, when 1,000 Army troops arrived.zs

_ The disposition and uses of the aviation facili-
ties and ground troops on Wake were complicated
by a relatively inefficient command set-up. Where-
as both naval and air forces and a joint Army-
Navy garrison were responsible for the defense
of the island, the Tsland Commander had authority
h’:'l command only the joint ground forces, Naval
air forces, operating under an Air Commander
Wake, were completely outside the Island Com-
m:'m_d‘er'.f- jurisdietion, being responsible to the Ajr
Division Commander at Roi on Kwajalein. Thus
a'lt]mu,r;h——as the chart below shows—hoth aviuj
tion un_rl_,f_vrmmd forces operated under the over-all
supervision of the Fourth Fleet at Truk, on Wake
Island itself there was no close cooperation between
those forces, and the Tsland C ‘ommander mu'ld nﬁf
even order planes to intercept attacks,2s .

ng

’.;ez li::]nw, Annex B, Seetion 1, Interrogation, Chiba, question 6
Nl ]Uli\'. Annex B, Section 1, Interrogntion. Chicabari i
54, 55, and-59 and Chiba, questions 4, and 5 : et

#See below, Annex B, Section 1, Interre,
tions 105-109, Chicabari, questions 54, 59

*See below, Annex B, Tnte
tions 115-117,

rrogation. Sakaibara, g
i and 2,
Section 1, Interrogation, Balaibara, ques-
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ways resembled our Combat Air Patrol, but does

4th FLEET
i (Truk)
=R |
Air Divislon Base Division
(Rol) _ (Rol)
| T et S
Air Commandr Island Commander
{Wake) (Walke)
I T
Naval Air Forces Army-Navy Garrison
(Wake) {Wake)

By the end of 1943 the Japanese had madle con-
siderable progress with the development of the
base at Wake. The island, however, did not be-
come a potent factor in the realization of the opti-
mistie strategical thinking which was apparent at
the beginning of the previous year, for the follow-
ing reasons:

First, it was woefully short in bombing planes,
and, thus, handicapped in serving as an initial
point for any forward thrust.

Second, it lacked patrol planes and other aircraft
suitable for scouting. This reduced materially its
effectiveness against American shipping.

T'hird, it was never equipped with proper radio
installations to give satisfactory service as a listen-
ing post.

The defensive ability of the island was jeop-
ardized—

First, by a serious deficiency of fighter planes
which made effective resistance impossible.

Second, by a lnck of sufficient guns to form a well
balanced all-around ground defense.

T'hird, by inadequate radar facilities and o gen-
erally weak warning system: and

Fourth, by an acute man-power shortage.

These deficiencies were serious in 1942 when the
island was almost wholly free from American
raids; they became alarmingly serious in 1943
“']1'3{1 American bombing became frequent and in-
tensive.

IIl. THE AMERICAN OFFENSIVE

A. The Pattern of the Campaign

Against Wake
1. The Plan

rTha annne&e progress in the development of
Wake during 1942 was possible, as has been stated
above, because the island was relatively free from
attack during that year. American strategy dur-
ing most of 1942 made impossible the diversion of
any considerable portion of force against the
island.  With the initiation and successful prog-

ress of American offensive operations in 1943, how-
ever, Wake began to receive its share of attention.

It should be noted at the outset, that, in the
American Strategic Plan, Wake was never re-
garded as an objective of major importance. As
will be seen below, Wake was always hardest hit
when American operations were proceeding in
adjacent areas, so that even the most important
strikes against it were diversionary or protective
in nature. For the rest, attacks on Wake were
intermittent and of a harrassing type. Even so,
these sporadic attacks against the islands were in
sufficient strength to destroy everything the Jap-
anese had accomplished there in 1942, The raids
of 1943 destroyed its air power completely; the
strikes of 1944 gravely weakened its defensive
strength: and the simultaneous air and naval
blockade subjected the defenders to a campaign of
attrition which reduced thern in the end to a state
of practical exhaustion.

2, The American Forces Available Against Wake

The attacks on Wake were accomplished entirely
| by American power, no other Allied forces being
* directed against Wake at any time.

Available for, and shown by the records to have

taken part in, the assault on Wake Island were the
. following Army units flying B-24s:
The 24th Bombardment; Squadron.
The 26th Bombardment. Squadron.
The 27th Bombardment: Squadron.
The 38th Bombardment Squadron.
The 98th Bombardment Squadron.
The 392nd Bombardment Squadron.
The 431st Bombardment Squadron.
As far as can be ascertained, these squadrons were
based at Midway, and in sorae cases at Oahu stag-
ing through Midway, and in the later phases of
the campaign, at Kwajalein and Engebi.?”
. Available for, and shown by the records to have
* taken part in the assault on Wake Island, were
the following Navy shore based squadrons:
VPB-133—flying PV-1 Venturas
VPB-121—flying PB4Y-1 Liberators and
PB4Y-2 Privateers
VPB-144—{lying PV-1 Venturas
VPB-23—flying PEY-5A Catalinas

T Availuble records, which appear to be incomplete, show several
other attacks against Wake by B-24s, ns well as many B-24 recon-
naissance flights. However, these records fail to identify the squadron
or the unit making the flight. In this connection also, Japanese offi-
cers interrogated on Wake Island stated that they fired anti-aireraft
guns against B-17s. No B-17 attacks nre shown in the records. It is
possible that the Japanese observers, necustomed to ing Army
B-24s and Navy PB4Y-1s were surprised by the appearance, late in
the enmpalgn, of PB4Y-2x, and thought they were B-17s,

SR

Navy patrol bombers flew from hases at Eniwetok
and Roi.

In addition to attacks by land based units, the
island was hit on several occasions by Navy squad-
rons operating from carriers that played a roving
role in this part of the Pacific. The following car-
riers are known to have struck Wake:

5. Essex
.S, Wasp
S. San Jacinto
. S. fut.f'(.'p;(f
U. 5. 8. Cabot

Finally, Wake Island was under attack by sur-
face ships on numerous occasions. Included in
these surface attacks were those by Task Force 14
(composed of Task Groups 14.2, 14.5, 14.6, 14.12,
and 14.13), Task Force 57, and Task Group 58.6.
In addition there were bombardments at various
times by the U. 8. 8. Pennsylvania, U 8. New
Jersey, U. 8. 8. Salt Lake City, U. S. 8. Rilowi,
and several destroyers.2®

3. The Development of the Attack

On 8 July, 1943, 8 Army B-24s, based at Mid-
way, struck at shore installations on Wake Island,
dropping three hundred 30-pound fragmentation
bombs, seven 500-pound general purpose bombs,
and three 650-pound depth charges. 7'his was the
first recorded land-based strike of 1943. Before
the month of July was over, the B-24s had struck
twice more, and thereafter land-based raids
against the island’s installations were a frequent
occurrence.

As has been indicated above, however, major
strikes agninst Wake generally coincided with
American landing operations in the Central Pa-
cific. Thus, the island first felt the full force of
American power when the Gilbert Islands cam-
paign was inaugurated. On 6-T October 1943,
Wake was attacked by Task Force 14. Carrier
based aireraft flew 510 sorties, dropping 340 tons
of bombs, while fleet units bornbarded the island
with 3,198 rounds of 5-inch ancl 8-inch projectiles.
In the same way, in the preparatory stages of the
Marshall Islands Campaign, the island was again
subjected to heavy raids by carrier-based aircraft
and its shore installations were hombarded by units
of Task Fovce 57. During this latter campaign,
and its mopping-up phase, both Army and Navy
land-based bombers harassed the island. In the
period December 1943-May 1944, an estimate total
of 996 sorties were flown against the island, drop-

Al recorded attacks will be found listed in the table in Annex B,
SBection 5, Tables 111, and IV,
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ping 1,079 tons of bombs, and it 3
rounds of 5-inch and 6-inch shells were fired. Ttis
significant to note that over half of the total ton-
nage of bombs dropped on Wake during the Jap-
anese occupation were dropped in this 6-month
period.

After mid-1944, Wake was sufficiently weakened
that the air and naval blockade alone was consid-
ered enough to maintain its nentralization. Bomb-
ing raids now became more frequent but, at the
same time, in diminished strength. The defenses
of the island had become so weak that it was con-
sidered a suitable target for training operations by
roving carrier task units.

The last recorded attack on Wake Island was by
siz Marine planes which bombed coastal defense
guns on Peacock Point on 13 August 19445.

4. Tactics and Operational Limitations

American air attacks against Wake Island nor-
mally followed current tactical orders and doctrine
for the type aireraft and unit involved.

Briefly. heavy bomber high-altitude strikes,
both Army and Navy. were flown at altitudes rang-
ing from 10,000 to 20,000 feet with the planes furn-
ing and climbing on retirement. Open V forma-
tions were nsed and the total planes involved sel-
dom. if ever, exceeded 24. In addition, harassing
missions at night and reconnaissance flights were
flown by one or two planes.

Carrier strikes also followed prescribed attack
doctrine. Flight formations were stepped down,
flying almost line abreast and with guns uncov-
ered thronghout their effective are of fire. Six-
plane divisions in 2 three-plane sections for VB
and VT, and four-plane divisions operating in 2
two-plane sections for VF was standard flight
doctrine. .

Dive hombing attack groups consisted of be-
tween 12 and not more than 24 planes operating in
tactical units of 6 planes with an optimum dive
angle of 70°. The approach was from 10,000 to
20,000 feet with a high speed approach when the
target was about 10 miles distant, at which point
deployment by divisions was executed. The divi-
sions approached the push-over point from differ-
ent angles and the excort VF remained with vu.r:h
division until retirement.
1500 and 2,500 feet.

: (;'_F-;d'r- bom r‘n'ng.fnllm\'(‘.ti the same tactical organ-

IZIII‘IIIII as p_ro:i(-rlhed for dive bombing with the

opt Ilmrllm ;_'llltle angle at 45°,  Attacks were initi-

ated from above 4,000 fee

a high speed descent Il:;:_': ;lll::\i Ilit-I: pl'“fms began
» first dive bomber

Pull out was between

12

final aiming glide by indi.
ween 8,000 and 4,000 feet

ing attacks with coordinated
“made o high speed approach to
A y following immed;-
tely after dive bombing nttacks.
All fighters which were not part of the escort
group conducted strafing ahead of all other types
of attacks.

3 .

Jap -tacties2® employed in the de-
fense of Wake Island consisted of interceptions
and anti-pireraft five. Beeause of the lnck of an
officient radar air warning system, the inferception
of our heavy bomber strikes was never very suc-
cessful.  During the period December 1942 to 6
October 1943, interception was attempted four to
six times but, by the time thé Jap fighters were
airborne, our bombers generally were overhead
dropping their bomb loads. Consequently, allow-
ing for an estimated 5 to 10 minutes to get the
fighters in the air, they seldom were able to do
anything except chase the bombers on retirement.
Furthermore, because of the bombers’ speed and
coordinated fire power, no fighter kills were
claimed. However, if one heavy bomber was fly-
ing alone, the Japs found they could approach
fairly close, preferably using a frontal attack from
about 11 o’clock or 1 o'clock. On the earlier inter-
ceptions our hombers’ armor seemed to withstand
Jap attacks and for that reason the calibre of their
guns was increased,

The fighter interception phase of Japanese de-
fense was terminated on 6 October 1943. On this
date all serviceable fighters (between 15 and 20)
took off to intercept an American carrier strike.
None returned.’?

From the standpoint of anti-aircraft defensé,
the -]'}Illnnesu considered American high-allitude
h'mnl:m;: attacks most effective for two reasons:
first, }?Et’!{llse the aireraft were commonly at or near
tl_m effective vertical range of Japanese heavy anti-
um-mff weapons: and second, because the open v
Iforl}n]ﬂtm generally assumed by the planes made
it difficult for the Japanese to concentrate a heavy
volume of fire on more than a few target aireraft.

The Japanese experienced difficulty in combat=_

ting strikes by carrier based aircraft becanse of the

™, g 2L
sm?ﬂ: Jl“';"""“' tactics and their appraisal of our own, see AnnE® B
onion 1. Interrogation, Sakaibara, questions 17-00; Chleabal T
- .
!ni»[r? ;hl‘ connection yee the statement of Admiral Sakaibars "“'
Tailed oy apprafsal of American tactios: “The Japanett Rol
0 rettirn xo there was no way of finding ont.”* Annex B S
iz

tion 1, Inter 8 ;
; : 3l

careful utilization of cloud eover and sun position
by the American pilots, and because of the coordi-
nation of simultaneous attacks on different target
areas. The latter had a tendency to disrupt anti-
aireraft defenses since the gums could not be trav-
ersed rapidly enough to cover all incoming air-
craft.

No difficulty was encountered by the Japanese n
adjusting anti-nireraft five to dive bombing nt-
tacks, although no aircraft was ever observed in a
dive of more than 55°. The Japanese believed,
however, that planes such as fighters. fighter bomib-
ers, and rocket planes—in even shallower dives—
were more difficult to hit. Both heavy and medium
anti-aireraft gunners believed the steeper the dive
the better the target.’!

The island defenders experienced difficulty in
meeting strafing attacks against their gun posi-
tions. The exposed position of the shell magazines
on the top of the 25 mm guns made these weapons
extremely vulnerable and. when hit, the resulting
explosion generally killed most of the gun crew.
Whenever the raiding planes were able to knock
ont the 25 mm guns, as at Pencock Point, the result-
ing bomb damage in the iromediate vicinity was
greatly increased.

Generally speaking, the Japanese were handi-
capped in their anti-niveraft defenses by a luck of
radar fire control. Tracking or continuonsly
pointed five was directed only against seen targets.
Therefore, aivcraft hidden by elouds and darkness
were not taken under fire.#2  On three or four ocea-
sions Wake was bombed through a solid overcast
with considerable resultant damage.®

Most heavy guns were dual purpose and had to
be placed around the shoreline to repel possible
landings. Dispersal, therefore, was of secondary
importance. Machine cannon and light machine
guns were placed around the larger guns so that
one type of weapon could fire on one target, while
the others were engaging a second.  When strafers
and bombers were attacking simultaneously, the
anti-aireraft guns would fire at the bombers, while
the machine guns engaged the strafers®

N Annex B, Section’ 1, Interrogation, Sakaibarn, questions $4-46.
The Jupanese showed considerable interest in and respect for our
rocket attacks, although not enough rocket attacks were made agninst
Wake to permit any necurate appraisal, See Interrogation, Chiabari,
questions 10-14.

2 This was partly due also to a Japanese desire to conserve nmmu-
nition, See Annex B, Section 1, Interrogation, Saknibara, questions
61, and 62

# Annex B, Section 1, Interrogativn, Sakaibara, questions 66, and

67,
3 Annex B, Section 1, Interrogation, Sakaibara, question 166,

e

The Tsland Commander directed fire from his
command post. The nature of the fire depended
upon the situation, but, generally, anti-aireraft
opened up at. the following ranges:

Heavy _______app. 30,000 feet

Medium______app. 10,000—12,000 feet (Sighting gear was
old and ineffective so firing started only
when hits seemed 1ikely. )

app. 6,000 feet for broad gide targets
app. 12,000 feet for oncoming targets

Until the fime the Jap directional finder control
ft fire was concen-

was damaged, area anti-ain
trated on a single target, but thereafter sector fire
was assigned to each battery.®

Naval forces on the island estimate that 40
American planes were shot down by anti-aireraft
fire. Only 6 or 7, however, are claimed as certain,
since most probables disappeared out of visual
range of the island. All planes claimed were car-
rier-borne, with the exception of one B-24 and one
PB4Y.# Army forces claim an additional T or
8 planes.

B. The Results of the Campaign A gainst Wake

1. The Destruction of Japanese Air Power

The first casualty of the American offensive
against Wake was the Japanese Air Force. As has
already been pointed out in Section 11, B, even af
its peak strength it was not imposing. Moreover,
Japanese tactical employment of what aircraft
they had was inefficient. This fact bec suffi-
ciently clear in the American raids of late summer
1943, and it was apparent that Japanese strength
would be incapable of coping with a strong Amer-
Such a strike overwhelmed Japanese

ican strike.
air power in October 1943.

In April 1943, the air contingent comprised
about 35 bombers of the Betty type and 15 to 20
fighters. During the next i months, however, the
bomber strength, in particular, sank to a precari-
ously low level. The failure of planes to return
from bombing and scouting missions and losses
due to operational failure had reduced the island's
bomber strength to approximately 5 planes by the
beginning of October 1943. On 6 QOctober, more
than 20 Bettys started from Roi to Wake. En
route, these planes were intercepted by elements of
the initial fighter sweeps from the earriers of Task
Force 14, bound for Wake, and 4 or 5 were shot
down.

jons 52, B5-G9.
b 156, nd

= Annex B, Section 1, I
™ Annex B, Section 1, Inter

157,

ion, Sekaibara,
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The rest arrived safely, but their arriv
cided with the beginning of the 2-duy st
Task Force 14. With the approach of the &
can fleet units, the Japanese Air Comman ‘3’
ordered all his serviceable fighters, between 13 and
20, into the air. None returned. A few hours
later, American carrier planes appeared over the
island, strafed the airstrip at an altitude of 50 to
100 feet, and destroyed the total bomber contin-
ent. When Task Force 14 retired. after hwmg
inflicted severe damage upon shore installations
and the facilities of the airfield, there was not a
single operational plane left on the island.

The Japanese made a last futile attempt to build
up their air strength on Wake during November
1943, and some new planes were flown in. In De-
cember, however, the entire air complement, con-
sisting solely of 10 Bettys flew to Truk because
the situation on Wake was becoming extremely
difficult and, in addition, because Japanese air
strength in the entire Central Pacific was hard
pressed and these planes were needed more ur-
gently elsewhere.®” Aviation personnel remaining
on Wake was evacuated in January 194458

After December 1943, no aircraft were based
regularly on Wake. An occasional plane would
visit the island with supplies or personnel, but
even this ceased after June 1944. In short, Ameri-
can air power had accomplished its first objective
and, by destroying Japanese aviation on Wake.
had made possible increasingly effective Ameriean
attacks on the island. In the future, American
air fcrc‘es could bomb the island with no fear of
ar-to-air opposition, while surface forces could
now indulge in close range bombardment with vir-
tual impunity.,

2. Bombing Effects

'I}Ilrill_ﬂ‘ the 44 months of Japanese oceupation of
Wake the garrison on that island was subjected
a total of 1,982 tons of bombs, and 59\'9:'1:11 éhnm
sand rounds of naval gunfire by combined Am '1P-
can forces. In addition to the (-nmplou.- rI‘cqr ”I:
tion ﬂf. Japanese air power described aboye : tlm?_
shore installations, defenses and person I '“m.
fered considerable damage, T

Before discussing the

. specific resylts
i u T attacke 3 ; Ba02 'h
American attacks, certain general qmtementn

F For a graphical deseripti
description of Japanese
see Annex B, Section 5, Table No, VII S
 Some 10 maintenance men remain,
T remy ] il
ally evacuated in July 1845, by Iw':::u:l i
Interrogation, Tokuda, question 19

air strength op Wike,

. These were oventu.
ship, Annex §, Heetion |
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eport to formulate principlus o - octner 104+ p s
concerning the relative effeotiy,  Muy 1044 20510
typesof aerial attacks, On :I.l: June 1045% 300
h regard to Wake Tslund jtgy 1 sumust 1065 H
both physical evidence and the statements of Jap, | © August 1045 14
anese military Pmmel lend weight to cal‘il.'ﬂ] 8 August 1045 2010

(1) That medium or high-level bombingy whils
more difficult for Japanese anti-aireraft, plog
2 smaller pmmga of its t'tmnage in the smm

target areas presented on an atoll like Wake ﬂlﬂ.n:
did dive or glide bombing;

(2) That dive bombing, while more vulnerghj,
to Japanese defensive fire, was more accurate thyy
high-level bombing;

(8) That glide bombing, considered by the Jap-
anese to be the least vulnerable form of attack, had
approximately the same degree of accuracy as dive
bombing: and

(4) That the effectiveness of both dive and glide
bombing was enhanced considerably by the ex-
treme accuracy of American strafing, which—ae-
cqrding to the Island Commander—not only in-
flicted serious damage on parked aiveraft, light
materiel and personnel, but also drove gun crews
from their stations, during bombing attacks.

a. Casualties.— Total easualties inflicted upon
Japanese troops on Wake by combined aerial
bombing and Naval gunfire amounted, by Jap-
inese estimate, to 700 or 800 persons. The largest
loss _af life from a single raid oceurred during the
carrier assault of 6-7 October 1943, when hetween
300 and 400 persons were killed. During this raid
:: direct hit wn.s _scnrerl upon the concrete founda- _
E-:un of an unfinished Pan-American building on

eale Island, killing 80 Korean labor troops who

had taken refuge i
uge In ” der-
neath 3 £e an excavated area un ;

shrionm"i"g this raid of October 1943, air raid.
Iifi ters were added and improved so that loss of
* I subsequent raids was much reduced.®

;:
hef]u; fO]]O“'.]ng is an approximﬂtim‘l of the num-
Ot men killed hy strikes 41 :
et
rice 2:."1’3.‘?&"‘:."; of this building, in which a 8 years' WPPl
tion 3, nimbery §7 .I::;““ the same raid, see below, Annec g}mr i
18 oF War g o, ) 55 For lots of life among Americtt Comdr:
Tachibaga, © #ee Annex B, Section 1, Statement. of Lt €0

“ Bee
o e LI
S I i of easunlties in the June 1945, #
bt 1 q,:"“ bart to the poor physieal condition of th
Pter VI, Section B-t-b, “Food nnd Water.”

* (These were the months of the strongrest earrier attacks.)
b. Anti-Aiveraft and Coastal Defenses.— The
Japanese made up for the insufficient number of

zuns on Wake by careful disposition of emplice-

ments and elaborate construction.’? Nevertheless,
American bombing effectiveness against these guns
was high. Before the first strong American at-
tacks on the island, the defenses consisted of a
total of 68 guns—S coastal defense guns, 7 dual
purpose guns and 53 anti-aircraft guns. Of these,
a total of 22 were no longer operational by the end
of Japanese occupation—jti pereent as the result
of aerial bombing, 36 percent of naval bombard-
ment, 9 percent because of operational malfunc-
tions and lack of spare parts.®® In this connection
it should be noted that surface forces were able to
approach the island and inflict the high percentage
of damage noted above, primarily because Amieri-
can air power had, by the end of 1943, cleared
Wake Island of enemy aircraft.

Although none of the 20 em ammunition for
coastal defense guns and little of the 12.7 em am-
munition for heavy anti-aircraft guns were lost
during American action, approximately 30 to 40
percent of their small arms and medium caliber
anti-aireraft ammunition was destroyed.**

c. Auwiliary Defense Facilities—Of the nine
fortified command posts and fire control centers
on the island, six were destroyed or seriously dam-
aged.’"  Twelve searchlights were present on
Wake. Of these, six were damaged or destroyed
by bombing and rocket fire#* The enemy made
use of the steel frames of two old United States
buildings, one on Wake Island and one on Feale
Island, to mount their radar installations up and
away from blast or fragment damage and to gain
height for radar operational range. These radars
were both under frequent attack without sustain
ing any serious damage although they were hit
several times by strafing attacks. Shortage of

* For examples of defenses, see below, Annex B, Section 3, Photos
1-4, 8-23,

 Far of or aft guns and
emplacements, see Annex B, Section 3, Photos 19-23. For photo-
graphs of damaged and destroyed constal defense guns, see Annex B,
Sectlon &, Photos 1-5, 8-14. 17-18.

#8ee table of bombing effects, Annex B, Section 5, Table V,

“*Sge Annex B, Section 8, Fhotos 48-60.

* 8yp table of bombing effects, Annex B, Section 5, Table V.,
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fuel for power and shortage of tubes were the lim-
iting factors to the use of this equipment.

d. Beach Defenses—Little damage was done to
beach defenses since they were never regarded by
American forces as targets of first priority.*?

e. Surface Installations—With respect to other

surface installations, the first significant reaction
of the Japanese to American attacks on Wake was
to utilize the resources of the terrain to minimize
bomb damage. The raid of 6-7 October destroyed
about 90 percent of the buildings on the island,
ineluding such air facilities as hangars and repair
shops, a building on Heel Point used for food
storage, and an appreciable number of barracks
buildings. Inensuing months, the Japanese sought
to make further serious losses of this kind impos-
sible, either by construeting buildings countersunk
in the coral bedrock to roof level, or by reinforeing
and protecting existing surface structures by coco-
nut logs, concrete, and coral sand and gravel.

In describing the effects of the American homhb-
ing after the raid of October 1943, therefore, it is
necessary to regard the Japanese buildings as

falling into three classes:

I. Buildings of heavy construction built on
the surface and covered with a thick
layer of coral sand or gravel.

II. Structures countersunk to roof level in
the ground, either in trenches or in
individual excavations.

Structures left on the surface with no
external ]11'ulvc'liu'|| against air attacks,

ITI.

either of reinforced concrete or simple
frame construction.

Against structures falling under Class I, above,
American bombing and naval gunfire was gener-
ally ineffective; unless direct hits were scored.
Existing evidence indicates that the greatest ton-
nage of bombs dropped on Wake was of the general
purpose type: and, had maximum accuracy been

attained, this type of bomb would have destroyed

“The Japanese, who seem to have feared an American invasion
after October 1943, built elaborate beach defenses consisting of:

(1) Under-water and surface anti-boat and anti-tank mine fields of
irregular pattern.

{2} Two rows of barbed wire entanglements,

i3) A row of closely spaced, sharp-pointed brush sticks, 10 fest
thick.

(4) Two anti-tank ditches approximately 10 feet deep and 12 fent
wide,

(5) Numerous, revetted and well fortified machine gun positions.

(8) Heavy steel and concrete (1% feet thick) pillboxes, housing
47 mm anti-tank guns,

{7) An elaborate system of zig-zag trenches with well fortified
dug-outs and bomb shelters.
(8) well prep

For typienl examples of beach defenses. see Annex B, Section i,
Photos & and 7.
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the structures on the island. The one exception to
this rule was the Navy Headquarters and Com-
munications Center on Wake Island. This is 8
huge structure consisting of a ground floor sup-
ported by heavy timbers and steel | beams covered
with a very thick layer of coral sand and sur-
mounted by the admiral's observation post.** The
structure was capable of sustaining hits by very
large bombs without material damage. A 1,000-
pound general purpose bomb striking on the north
side did only superficial damage and caused the
occupants no concern. One large bomb in the past
put some stress on the ground floor structural mem-
bers which were then strengthened with angle
braces.# This structure was nearly invulnerable
to air attack. Had repeated hits been scored with
1,600-pound armor piercing bombs, there is no
doubt that the command post would have been
demolished : but, in order to attain this probability
of hits, it is likely that an exorbitant number of
such bombs would have had to be dropped.®
Another example of Class I structures was the
fuel storage warehouse near the air strip, of heavy
reinforced concrete construction covered with
coral, and with access road and entrance heavily
revetted.®! Many bomb craters were observed in
the immediate vicinity, but there were no direct
hits and no damage to this installation. An exam-
ple of this type of building which was completely
destroyed by American bombing was the air raid
shelter near Navy Headquarters, a heavy timber
structure covered with § to 10 feet of coral, which
was demolished by direct hits by 1,000-pound
bombs. Of the islands’ 11 large air raid shelters
of this type, however, this was the only one de-
stroyed.2 i
With regard to structures of the second class. the

Japanese had, by the end of the war, constructed
approximately 7300 square feet of underground
shop space and,® in addition, 19,900 square feet
of living quarters and messing facilities which had
belffl countersunk to roof level. The fact that these
buildings were generally concentrated in mns-esl;d
areas might have made them vulnerable to Inr,._f;'o

“For drawing and photogr L i
Section 3, Photos 2!--3l”fnd ;e:rl::: i'rr;lr:;i:;:c:we:i

“See photo., Annex B, Seetion 3, No, 25, =

1t is estimated that in order to uttain 4 dir
post, approximately 450 to 500 by 1,800 AP
to be dropped. This would have equalled 20 p
nage dropped on Wake,

“For drawing of this structure,

=For a picture of o shelter similn
B, Section 3, Photo 5,

“For u plan of the extensive underground
which remained virtoally undamaged until the
Annex B, Section 4, Drawing 7, See also Bection
Section 1, Interrogation, Tokuda, question 24,

see Annex B,

et hits on the command
bombs would have had
ercent of the total ton.

see Annex B, Section 4, No, L3
T to the one destroyed, sep Annex

machine shop nrea,
end of the WOr, ses
8, Photos 86-38 und
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ttern bombing. However, since this ty

= am Wwias never uwmptad on Wake, Most of
them escaped damage. A few such ::'tructu‘rea Worp
destroyed or damaged by attacks directed ngajyg
more important or more clearly visible targets |,
cated in the same area.

Bombing attacks and most of the gunfire had
better results against buildings of the third clyg
even when they were reinforced. The most jp,.
portant building of this type on the island was he
main power plant near Navy Headquarters oy

Wake Island.® A two-story building of pejy,.

forced concrete construction, this was the subject
of repeated bombing attacks and was finally pug
out of operation on 6 August 1945, by a large eal-
iber shell from naval gunfire which struck a steel
wall column, and broke a 12-inch x 12-inch stringer
that allowed the second story to collapse on Diesel-
electric units. The reinforced concrete water dis-
tillation plant on Wake TIsland® and the steel
frame forpedo warehouse on Penle® also examples
of this class—were hit and damaged by general
purpose bombs but remained operational.
_ American bombing of unprotected frame build-
ings was highly successful. For example, the
water distillation plant®? in the dock area on Wake
Island was completely destroyed by blast and frag-
mentation effect. It should be noted, however, that
of the 3 small RDF towers® only one was de-
stroyed.

L. Fuel :S'tacks.—'I‘he following tabulation gives
an indication of fuel losses suffered from air raids
in relation to fuel on hand:

Motor | Aviation | Diesel
s gas oil
Tons on hand, June 1943
, 140 1200 420
Tons destroyed, June 1943 12 4 Lo
Tons on hand, V-J day__ b 600 | L
| ]

E’I}: ms'gniﬁ,c“nce of the percentage of loss caused
0;‘15 (:‘f]hi;g 15‘pel‘£1nﬂp5 a tribute to Japanese meth-
ke 1ts]pei sl " Bever_t.helea‘:s, the Japanese
needr;l .uml qlli.'msel\ es, were insufficient for nm-m_u]

S shortages in the end cansed the curtail-

= )
ent of operation in both water distillation plants
and radar,

g I'H?r'.'.flr'x.—-“'

the sscsptan ake Tsland had few utilities in

sense of the word. It has already been

:Sl‘u Annex B, Seetion 4, Pl
“EE« Annex B, Section 8,
“;:r Annex B, Section 3,
=ls¢: .:nm'x B, Bection 8, Photos 40-44,

i “:n::n:::.ﬂl. Section 8, Photas 5% and 60,

e sem:“n; ;rlnmlinp and oil dispersal arens will by found in
auestions 1015~ 14 0- See also Section 1, Interrogation, Tokuds:

hatos 31-35,
Photos 6% and 64,
Photos 61 and g2,

Endicated above that the water distillation system
on the island suffered some damage from bombing.
In the same way, the local telephone system was
frequently disrupted,® and extensive repairs were
necessary after every raid. Inthematter of power,
‘however, the Japanese were singularly fortunate.
The largest power plant on the island was still
‘operating as late as 6 August 1945, when it was
finally knocked out, as previously indicated. A
‘sound conclusion seems to be that the main limit-
ing factor in power production was lack of fuel.
h. Transportation. — The Japanese had con-
‘structed a very extensive road net on Wake and
‘Peale Islands. Roads along the best landing
“beaches on Wake Island were constructed on each
“side of parallel inland defensive positions. This
“assured road communication among the secondary
defenses in case an enemy over-ran the main line
“of resistance and forced the Japs to fall back to
“their final protective lines and relinquish control
“of the roadway between the two. Damage to this
“road net by aerial bombing was negligible, and in

any event, repairs could be made in from 1 to 3
“hours. A large bomb hole on the Wilkes Island

road had been poorly repaired with soft sand and

was a snag in motor transportation and a source
of excessive wear and tear on vehicles. In the
latter stages of Japanese occupation, the weakened
condition of the troops had reduced road main-
tenance to a bare minimum, About one-tenth of
the road net was passable only at slow speeds, but,
still, lack of maintenance had not reached a criti-
cal point, as operations hacl been at a minimum.
A possible source of interrupted operations for
the Japs would have been the loss of the wooden
bridge connecting Peale and Wake Islands. This
was only hit twice by rockets, probably 5-inch, and
was easily repaired. The causeway paralleling
this bridge received a direct hit from a large nerial
bomb and was put out of commission.®® Traflic
- between Wake and Peale was never interdicted
by aerial bombing.
Of an original total of 68 motor vehicles on

Walke, the Japanese lost 18 as a result of air at-
tack.®?  An additional 28 were rendered useless
because of an insufficient supply of spare parts.®®
Excellent use of camouflage and revetments pro-
longed the lifetime of the remaining vehicles,

# Annex B, Section 1, Interrogation, Tachibara, questions 1 and 2.
Inter-island communiention also suffered, but the main eause was the
fall of the closest relay center, Kwajalein, in February 1944,

€ Spe Annex B, Section 8, Photo 78,

& 80e Annex B, Section 8, Photo 72,

8800 Annex B, Section 3, Photo 73.
#18ee Annex B, Seetion 3, Photo 76.

It appears that at no time did the Japanese
suffer materially from being unable to move sup-
plies and equipment by trucking. Activity, train-
ing and operations declined by virtue of shortage
of food stocks and resultant malnutrition and
therefore the requirements for transportation and
the need for trucks diminished at the same time
that available motor transportation declined.

Of the seven garages on Wake devoted to the
maintenance of vehicles, none received a direct hit
during an aerial attack. One or two were slightly
damaged by near-misses, but were not put out of
commission.®

For inter-island transportation the Japanese
had three launches (MCLs) and one small motor-
boat. These were used primarily to service Wilkes
Island and to maintain liaison with Wake Island.
One MCL was damaged in three separate attacks
and finally sunk shortly before the Japanese sur-
rendered.

Aireraft destroyed about 75 percent of all the
barges and small boats at Wake. As improvised
means of getting supplies ashore from ships and
submarines failed, the loss of small boats adversely
affected unloading operations. Unloading opera-
tions were further hampered in late 1943, when
an F6F sunk a Jarge lighter in the channel. causing
its use, especially at night, to be slow and hazard-
ous. The wreckage was finally removed in pieces
and unloading operations returned to normal. Two
large American barges, recovered by the Japanese,
were destroyed by aerial attack. All three Jap-
anese torpedo boats and six or seven small scouting
vessels were also destroyed by bombing.®

i. Some Notes on Ordnance.—As noted above,
the bombs generally dropped on Wake were of the
general purpose type. There is no evidence that
armor-piercing bombs were ever used, and, in view
of the nature of the targets on the island, their
employment would have been uneconomical.

When discussing the relative effectiveness of the
various types of ordnance actually used against
Wake, it should be noted that all types were effec-
tive when used against proper targets, with accu-
racy. For example, before the defenders of Wake
went underground, which was immediately after
the destructive raids of October 1943, our attacksi
with incendiary bombs of the type available to usi
at that time—(M-69)—could be considered effec-:
tive. Their use resulted in many fires and the de-
struction of a considerable amount of food storesi

#See Annex B, Section 3, Photos 72. 74 and 75,

#Bee Anncx [B, Section 1, Sakaib fon 182,
See also Annex B, Section 5, Table VI,
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and supplies. Aﬂwmmmﬂmﬁﬁw

placed underground, incendiaries were no longer

effective.

In like degree, bombs with instantaneous
were effective against open, unprotected lightly
construeted targets. such as planes, openormadb'
quately revetted gun positions, above-ground sup-
ply storage and repair shops, and targets that
could be damaged by blast effect and fragmenta-
tion. When used against such targets, the 500-
pound and 1,000-pound general purpose hombs
with instantaneous fuzing were most effective,
especially in their destruction of medium AA gun
positions. However, little or no effect resulted in
their use against well constructed, reinforced
under-ground installations.

D_el::y fuzing in general purpose hombs was ef-
fective against underground targets of light and
medium weight construction materials.

: Because of the nature of the bed rock on the
|:=|_;lml a great deal of the mining effect of near-
misses was lost. Coral is porous and therefore
absorbed a great deal of the blast effect that would
have otherwise resulted.®

: TI;:a _||u||zi:9r of V.T. or aerial burst fuzes was
|nsr_1ﬂ1(-|em to allow an accurate determination of
their effectiveness. Too few rockets were used to
s accurately their effectiveness against gun
allations and gun crews.’s Strafing against
qun emplacements, radar Fm-.fﬂffaffon-';. klfm.'rw(‘
tanks, vehicles, parked aireraft, and ringe ﬁ;i(fr;'ﬂ'
hecause :;f the accuracy of this type of .q‘ffﬂ,,‘;. e.;'m:
maost effective, and extensive d, 2
o I,af;N et 8 i extensive damage was noted

] e 3

1. Over-all Effectiveness—Tt was estimated by
Japanese personnel interrogated that 70 percenﬁ
of the physical damage at Wake Island result 1
f‘rum air attacks and 30 percent from naval s} 9‘]‘
ling. Physical evidence indicafes that E}. e
effective form of aerial attack w Pt e
although this may in part be due to the prepo ler
ance of this type of attack. The II.‘-‘II:I[] i‘f?:'l'"' (;]-
ness of low-level torpedo bombing w[lm-kt”‘.o.
somewhat reduced because of |-{—|:rti\.'i’]\' bl
and accurate medinm and small ealiber 4 ‘"_"-‘“IF"!
era ft fire. High-level attacks avn.(xr Sher
directed against 5 i
against

as dive bombing,

i t 1y were not
nn-point targets |

; gets but, g "
congested target areas o
many of the high-leve
harassing nature,

. Furt hermorg,
1 missions were of g purely

- “For an example of crate
damage to a gun positia
. osition, see Annex B, Seeti
i ex B, Se
For photographs showing rocket dummns & "
Annex B, Bection 3, Photos 17 and 18, :

rin
i by & near-mins without resultant

I'_Pl-:[u' 18 and 20,
e to gun installations, Ree

L ﬁﬁ& during which the defengeg

ected to bombardment by 11a. .
effective in destroying several of ¢ |
jor installutions.*! The Jupunese oy,
. indeed, considered that his greatest gy
tative damage came from naval gunfire. A ggyqy
of fia_-’_‘mil. .:.g.-i installations in their present g,

of 'dmmdhﬁs however, clearly indicates thag s
far the greatest amount of over-all damage s

inflicted by bombs. This was due to the greaf
pondernnce of bombs dropped as compare
shells fived.

The greatest success of Ameriean bombing o

Wake Island was the reduction of the garvisoniy

 fire power by 20 percent—a heavy loss in view of
the island’s normal weakness in defensive strength
There is no doubt, also, that the casualties pro.
duced by air attack were serious. as was the fuet
that the frequent strikes forced the islund com-
mand to spend a large amount of time and laboy
in dispersing facilities and putting them under
grownd.

’ It is true, of course, that many of the m
important ground installations remained undam
aged until the end of the war, and that such thin
as power plants and fuel stores were in usable
condition. It should be remembered. 110\\'0791?
that, for the last 18 months of Japanese occupation,
Wake was a bypassed arvea subject only to “nui
sance raids” and to sporadie and isolated carri
stri kes mounted for the purpose of training. Had
Walke beg,n of prime importance in the ccnduct of
the war it would have been subjected to an alto-
gether different type of attack.

3. The [apanese Problem of Supply

Admiral Sakaibara, the Island Commander
?mmi aLone oceasion, with regard to the island's
;::,:t:: “;:e'; ;.'“wn}'e_“(‘%: that he would attribute 1
tacks of his difficulties to our air and naval at=
acks and 90 percent to the effects of blockade.™

the fall of Kwajalein, all vegular Japanese surfac

1 and the final fate of the Akagi Maru is un-

known.™

During the last 18 months of Japanese occupa-
on, the only supplies to reach Wake came by sub-
arine. These arrived at intervals of 1 month or

6 weeks, bringing medical supplies, mail and small

ocks of food and ammunition. The amount of
pplies brought in this manner did not succeed
n slowing the rapid diminution of stocks on the

island. The last submarine to reach the island
arrived on 28 June 1945, and, thereafter, it was
completely isolated.™

. Japanese Health and Morale
a. Mediecal Facilities—In the early days of the

Japanese occupation of Wake medical facilities

were adequate. So far as can be determined from
interrogation, the garrison had a full complement
of medical officers and hospital corpsmen. The
initial landing force brought: with it a full year's
supply of medicinals, and this stock was supple-
mented by a large quantity eaptured from the Ma-
rines. The garrison, moreover, was well equipped
with hospital facilities. The Navy operated two
underground hospitals—one on Wake Island, and
one on Peale Island—which were equipped to do
major surgery. The Army had two small under-
ground surgical rooms capable of handling minor
cases and relied for the treatment of major surgical
cases upon the Navy hospital on Wake Island.
Had the island been able to receive normal replen-
ishment of supplies, medical facilities might have
remained adequate, especially in view of the small
size of the island's garrison. But, at the same
time that American attacks were destroying exist-
ing supplies, the American blockade effectively
disrupted all regular communication with the
homeland. As a result, by the end of 1943, the
health services on the island were seriously im-
paired.

The blockade, for instance, made impossible hoth

any attempt to replace losses. Thus, at the time

Becuus : : ¢
ceause of the American blockade institured nft,e'% any systematic rotation of medical personnel and

(i.-“:;"-mnii.mTi”m with the island came to an end i
\\’:.}ﬁf"\l\-]\.-lfi'm' The last supply ship ro reach
plies in _],:‘ml'." ”’ agi Maru, which brought sup-
the same g uary of that year, It is known the
run the A “ ”.I') made two subsequent attempts {0
: ¢ American blockade. They were unsiuccess:

®See Annex, Sect]

u on §, P =
*Admiral Sakaiba hotoy 82-85, 48-51, il

T‘ further pointed out that the estimates of B d
:ltm:k and 7 mnm-’mh:.,c]]::n; to 80 pereent due to air and M_1
fiterrogntion, Saknibara, ||un:;.l::ciﬁg." Telow ApE] 5'-““‘“_' i

of the Japanese surrender of Walke, there were
present on the island only 4 Navy and 5 Army
medical officers, together with 30 Army and 13
Navy hospital corpsmen. IDuring the preceding

" Annex B, Section 1, Interrogation, Chiba, question 39,
T Annex B, Section 1, fon, Chicabari jons 85, Bf.
Testi on submarines wns d and inf: Per-
sonnel interrogated differed as to the date of the last submarine to
arrive, some holding that the dnte was 18 April 1045, See, for instance,
the statement of the senior medical officer, quoted below, in Section

B-4-¢, “Morale.”

914 years, there had been no dental officer on the
island, although the Army had one enlisted dental
technician who had practiced dentistry before his
induction.

As a result of American bombing, existing medi-
cal installations received irreparable damage and
supplies were destroyed to a serions extent. Thus,
in the air raid and surface bombardment of Octo-
ber 1043, the underground hospital on Wake
Teland was &0 completely demolished that very
little equipment could be salviged. Among the
items of equipment thus destroyed was the X-ray
machine which counld not be repaired and was never
replaced.

The effects of blockade and destruction upon
medical treatment will be readily apparent. The
raid of October 1943, for instance, destroyed con-
siderable quantities of medicinals, particularly
those employed in the treatment of the various
types of dysentery, including amoebiasis. Conse-
quently, many cases became chronic. The total
number of amoebic dysentery cases
approximately 25, and the daily k report regu-
larly recorded approximately 10 cases of various
types of diarrhea. At the same time, there were
numerous fatalities from wounds which could have
been cured had it been possible to procure adequate
supplies of sulfa drugs and plasma. Indeed, this
situation became so serious in the Navy hospitals

that, during the last 15 months of the Japanese
occupation on Wake, many enlisted men who were
seriously wounded were left to die. Officer per-
sonnel, when sick or wounded, were treated with
the best means available, but unless an enlisted man
held a key job which made his future services
essential he was not treated.™

To a like degree, conditions of hospitalization
became primitive during the last 2 years of Jap-
anese occupation. An American inspect ion trip
in September 1945, revealed mute evidence of what
had been accomplished by American attacks and
blockade for the past 18 months. The sick bay
inspected was a dilapidated shack approximately
20 by 60 feet set in a large crater so that the over-
head was level with the ground. The beds con-
sisted of wooden frames and platforms with no
springs. There were a few mattresses and these
were grossly soiled, torn and ragged. Nondescript

T The above Information pertains to the Navy only. In the Army.
the doctors did whatever possible to treat their men and made no
distinetion in rank. Japanese medical officers of both services denied
baving at any time shot patients who, they felt, had no ehance of

wurvival,
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pieces of material were used f
and blankets. Seattered about th
personal gear of the patients, such as
torn clothing, worn out shoes, broken
gear,and otheritems. Flies were present in i
ance. The heads were approximately 10 feet to
the rear of the building, and other sanitary facili-
ties did not exist. There were 2 officers and 20

enlisted men hospitalized in this building. The

majority of the patients were malnutrition cases;
there were several dysentery patients and in addi-
tion 4 from whom either an arm or leg had been
amputated. In summary, the picture was one of
marked depletion and impoverishment

3 When the Japanese surrendered Wake, the gar-
rison received ample supplies of all types of medic-
inals from the United States forces. It is indi-
cative of the complete demoralization of the Jap-
anese medical service on the island that these sup-
plies were grossly misused. The aforementioned
American inspection trip found surgical dressings
soi led and unchanged, needles and syringes unster-
ilized, inefficient handling of fracture cases, and
misguided segregation of patients, ;

b. Food and Water—For the first 20 months
O,f their oceupation, the food for the Army and
hm‘__\' personnel was the preseribed full ration
consisting of approximately 720 grams of rice pe;
man per day, plus side dishes of fish, beans, and
oth_er comestibles amounting to approximatel
3,201 ) calories per day. After the fall of ](\vﬁja}:
lein in January 1944, however, the daily ration
_grudu:.lIIy _:lecrpused. Kwajalein had been the

sland’s main source of food stocks, and its capture
was a serious blow to the garrison,

Even so stocks were sufficient
real shortage until May
to be instituted. ™

to prevent any
3 Ilf)ﬂ, when rationing had
At this ti ice w
down from 720 grams per du\‘“tlfj -tllllrl La
The main side dish was Ir(‘;h fish
l‘l:lrill]lllg months, the ration was fu.rtl
and, in July 1945, it reache
37 grams of rice per day.
lowering of the daily
ways made to give ;

grams daily,
During the
1er reduced
d an all time Jow of
During the progressive
_1titm, an attempt wag al-
additional rations to key

sonnel.?® per’

MA large buildin i
& and its eontent (|
destroyed in the raid of Detaber llam‘,\o.’,-,f"" il

damage to provisions from nubsequent M;::‘"‘ .
¥,

"During the period 25
© period 25 March 1945
t M5 to 1 i
ratlons consisted of 240 gramg of nr\: ti‘-i?rlll IEf(ﬁ. >
Fation was given to key personnel; Seolpiney

nned goods way
"+ there wan Jipyle

hen the daily
Upplementy ry
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cal supplies. However, the Jap soldiers n.nd-mil.'
ors were encouraged to grow their own egetahles
and to become, in a sense, self-sustaining. Fish.
ing parties were also organized and, in the begin.
ning, results were good. However, as the fighiy
gear became worn, and as the nets rotted and the
small boats were destroyed, the catch dropped to
such a low level that it was not considered worth
the effort. In addition to fish, some men canght
and ate island birds, but the yield here also dropped

in the last months, as men became weakened from
malnutrition.

Rats were also eaten whenever caught. Admiral
Saklf:bn.m said that on one occasion the island
garrison made a run on rats and in one single day
!ﬂ]led 4q,000 and ate them. On at least one other
island difficulty was had with individuals eating
the flesh of men who were killed in battle. On
Wake howev_er, nothing of this sort was reported.

fTha only_ tmu_; a shortage of water prevailed was
;l-g;e; t]i; air raid and‘ surface shelling of October
wsre‘d ur1f1g the raid many of the water tanks
darrmgzltm}ed and many other water installations
s After the raid, rain water was used
e T Was a seareity, but most of the equip-
2 mua: repaired and the garrison did not suffer
o ¢ dlll'{ng the recovery period. In all

TT" Supply did not. present n problem.
. n\liﬁzwe}-ec{resistance of the garrison mult_ing
e gli] OWing food shortage was reflected in-
B \{or l: the standard of their work. '.I'h"
i Ing day for the garrison at the time
mained o ocCuPation was 10 hours, and it 1
‘L at this level ungj] May 1944, when it W85

MThe
Mited uf..?'.’:,':m‘" food wax ot made mandatory, Tt has been #E
100 feot pquure pr FU09en plots on Wake would covir an 878
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reduced to approximately 8 hours. By August of
this same year it had fallen to approximately 4
hours and, by January 1945, to 2. In the last
months of Japanese occupation, the men were in-
capable of working for more than 1 hour a day
and, in the performance of their military dufies,
had become ineffective to a high degree.

Casualty figures also were increased as a result
of shortage of food. As has been seen above, a
total of about 725 men were killed on Wake as a
direct result of air and surface bombardment.
Three hundred of these casualties were caused by
the strikes of June 1945. Many of this number
wera men who received minor injuries but died
because of their poor physical condition. More
serious was the number of deaths caused directly
by starvation. Japanese medical authorities on
the island estimated that approximately 1,500 men
had died as a result of malnutrition since May
1944, 800 of them in the months of June and July
1945, In the latter month, 997 malnutrition cases
were evacuated by a Japanese hospital ship.

¢. Morale—The morale of the garrison was ex-
cellent until January 1944. With the fall of
Kwajalein, however, both officers and men became
concerned about the final outcome of the war and
some, at least, began to question the invineibility
of the Japanese war machine. The recapture of
Guam and the fall of Saipan caused real alarm
on the island and heightened the impending sense
of defeat. But again it was food shortages which
did most to weaken Japanese morale on Wake.

Thus, when questioned concerning loss of faith
in Japanese teachings and lowering of morale dur-
ing the last 15 months of Japanese oceupation, the
senior medical officer on the island made the fol-
lowing statement :7*

“The men of course became dissatisfied because
of the lack of supplies, but the oflicers did all they
could to keep their courage up by telling them food
and supplies were on the way. In September 1944,
the submarines no longer came regularly and the
men were. on the whole, low and dissatisfied, but
the officers heard no complaints from the men, prin-
cipally because of rank. On April 18, 1945, the
last submarine came with roail, food and supplies.
Once the Army went without food for 1 day, the
94th of March. For about 10 days in June the
Navy was issued only 37 grams of rice per day.

TIn this respect, see also the staternents of enlisted men questioned
on this subject, Annex B, Section 1, Interrogation, Shiratn and

Kurihayashi,

All the men had the feeling that Wake Island
would be the next island to be attacked, and
naturally they were all restless and spirits were
not too high generally.”

It cannot be said definitely that there was ever
a serious morale problem on the island. In the
whole period of Japanese occupation, there were
only two cages of psychoneurosis and four suicides.
But there was the increasing restlessness cited
above and the growth of a doubting attitude
toward the chances of ultimate victory. In this
connection, it is interesting to note that officers,
questioned concerning the amount of faith which
they placed in broadeasts emanating from Tokya,
answered : *“We listened to the Tokyo, Melbourne,
and San Francisco Japanese language broadeasts
and drew our conclusions and deductions from all
three.”

5. Summary

In summarizing the coordinated American at-
tacks against Wake Island, the following is a
tabulation of outstanding results. In order to
emphasize the relative effectiveness of the various
tactics employed against Wale, these results have
been classified according to the type of attack. It
should be stated at the outset that this tabulation
is a necessarily rongh indication of results achieved
and is not intended to be complete.

Twpe of Attack Primary Efects Secondary Effcets

1. CammER

AIRCRAFT
n, Glide and

Dive
Bombingr —

8. Forced  dispersal
and the construction of
underground facilitien,
thereby decreasing the
efficiency of the garri-

san.,

n. Destroyed Japanese
alr power in the ralds
of October 1943,
b. Destroyed most of
the installations above
ground — Le, barraecles,
shops, wareh
supply depots.
¢. Destroyed 10 CDand
AA guns no lon i
erntional in Sep 15,
d. Destroyed or dam-
nged three CPs or fire
rol ecnters — or 33
nt of those on the
islond.
e. Accounted for mere
than 70 percent of the
damage to surfuce in-
stallations of all kinds
{. Destroyed one year's
food supply for 1000
men (Oct, 1048) wiith |
resultant hardship to |
| the garrison.
n. Enocked out two
heavy dual purpose
Runs. |
b. Destroyed cne
senrchlight.

ses, aod

b. Rocket-
Fire ——-

—_— il ——
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Tupe of Attack Primary Bffecta |

1. Camumn.—
Continued
AIRCRAFT.—

2. Hicn LEvEL a. In the period before | n. Harnssed the island

Bouming _____| the J; went un-
derground, was effec- | reducing the efficiency
tive in destroying food | of the garrison.

and bivounc aress by
incendiary and GP
bambs.

b. Inflicted incidental
but important damage
during “nuisance
raids."

3. Navar Bos- | . Destroyed vital in- | a. Administered a se-
L2ty by rious blow to Japanese
| bombardment (i.e. de- | morale on the island,
| struetion of power plant | by demanstrating its
in August 1945). impotence to  repel

close-range attacks,

| b. Destroyed § CD and
| anti-aireraft positions
—or 38 pereent of guns
no longer aperational in
September 1845,
c. Destroyed nt least
one CF and one ammuy-
nition dump,

IV. CONCLUSIONS
' At the time of its surrender to American forces
in September 1945, Wake Island, originally con-

island were desultory in character. The first fierce

- forced to surrender. However, American airpower,

it ar ﬂlB east, had bacnma
severed of all communication wig,
th negligible defenses an dyin:
e air buse, few facilities anq 5
e defensive position had beey

when manned by a gapyi.

y and had long given up normal operations,
‘The offensive and defensive capabilities of Wy,
conld not have been more effectively rednced haq.
it been the object of sustained American campaigy.
or invasion. Yet, in effect, operations aguinst the

attacks during the period of the Gilberts ang’
Marshall campaigns had completely nullified the
offensive value of the base. The period that fol-
lowed was mainly one of attrition and blockads
which reduced both the defensive ability and the:
defensive will of the island.

The Japanese garrison on Wake Island was not

by assisting in blockade and by bombing and ma-
chine gunning, was largely responsible for redue-
ing the island’s defenses to such a state of inef-
fectiveness that a successful landing could have
been made with a minimum effort—a fact attested
to by the Island Commander, who stated that by
June 1945 his forces could no longer have repelled:
an invasion,

a key base iy theipl

of its fire power and, i
£ working only a few hoyyg
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ANNEX A -— ADMINISTRATION

Section 2. — Chronology of Investigation

Marshalls—Gilberts—New Britain Party departed Oahu, T. H. b
Party arrived Kwajalein, Marshall Islands. f
Organization, outfitting, preliminary research. ¢
Party cleparted Kwajalein aboard V.88, Rednour. |
Party arrived Wake Island. :
Field investigation, Wake Island. b
Party departed Wake Island. &
Party arrived Majuro, Marshall Tslands. ;
Field investigations, Wotje, Maloelap, Mille and Jaluit Atolls.!

Party departed Majuro.

Party arrived Momote, Los Negros, Admiralty Islands.

_________________ Preliminary research on Rabaul. S

ptember 1945 ________

Party departed Momote aboard U.S.S. Wantuck and US.S.

Stocitdale.

8 November 1945 .- Party arrived Simpson Hurbour, Rabaul, New Britain.

8 November—18 November 1945 Field investigation, Rabaul?

18 November 1945 oo Party departed Rabaul.

120 November 1945 Party arrived Oahu, T. H.

0 November—28 November 1945____ Preparation of final divisional reports.

8 November 1945 Editorial and Photographic Sections departed Oahu, T. H.

30 November 1945 Editorial and Photographic Sections arrived Washington, D. C.
: for preparation of final reports.

R

—_—
1This investigation was the basis for the second report of the Marshalls-Gilberts-New Britain Party.
2 This investigation wns the basis for the third report of the Marshall-Gilberts-New Britain Party.
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Section 1. — Interrogations

Page

Interrogation of SAKATBARA, Shigematsu, Rear Admiral, TJN_________________________ 29
JInterrogation of CHICABARI, Shlgehnru, Colonel, TJA____ 38
Interrogation of TACHIBARA, Soichi, Lt. Commander, TLJN_ 42
Interrogation of CHIBA, Kenjiro, Lieutenamt, TJN______________________________________ 43
Interrogation of TOKUDA Sutematsu, Lieutenant, TJN. . . ___________________ 45
Interrogation of NAKBE’ATO Hisao, Lientenant, IJN SRS
Interrogation of ASATI, Masaaki, Lieutenant, ILJN i S )

. Interrogation of SHIRATA, Kimeo, Seaman 1/¢, IJN— . ____________________________ 50
Interrogation of KURIHA Y ASHI, Kumasabura, Seaman 2/¢, IJN_______________________ 51

- Statement of TACHIBARA, Soichi, Lt. Commander, TIN________________________________ 52

Interrogation of Sakaibara, Shigematsu, Rear Ad-
miral, IJN.
Duty : Island Commander.
Arrived Wake Island: 13 December 1942,
Age: 50 years.
Service: 30 years.
. General.
1. Q. Whom did he relieve? — A. He relieved
aptain Kawasaki, Susumu, the Island Com-
ander.
2, Q. What officer personmel arrived on the
d the same time he did? — A. Lt. Nakazato,
sno, the supply officer. There were others who
me with him, but they came just for sight seeing
nd they returned the next day.
3. Q. Does he remember who they were? -—
. Just he (Admiral Sakaibara) and Nakazato

zﬁd Q. What military and naval units were on
jsland when he arrived? —!' A. When the ad-
arrived there was the Sixty-Fifth Naval

rd Unit. There was an Army Battalion
ch ha-.beii'avw, was the Second Battalion of

immﬁunwmhnoudhmaudhwuﬁuns in view of
later statement. (question 7), that there were no fighters
e of his arrival. Sec the clarifying questions

the One Hundred and Seventieth Infantry Regi-
ment, which had been in New Guinea. There was
one part of the Fourth Naval Pioneer Battalion,
of about 1,000 men, and the Naval Air Unit which,
he believes, was the Twenty-Second or the Twenty-
Fourth Air Fleet. These units used to change back
and forth, and sometimes it was the Twenty-Sec-
ond and sometimes the Twenty-Fourth.

5. Q. How did the admiral arrive at Wake? —
A. He came from Kwajalein by plane.

I1. Aviation: General.

6. Q. What type of fighter planes were on the
island when he arrived ? — A. He says the fighters
were Zeros, but he doesn’t know what model.

7. Q. How many were here at that time? — A.
When the admiral arrived here, there were no
fighter planes on the island.

8. Q. Did the fighter planes arrive afterward?
— A. The fighter planes were very scarce and
therefore moved around a great; deal in the Mar-
shall-Gilberts Group, so he doesn’t remember when
they came. He is not sure but he thinks they ar-
rived in the Spring of 1943,

9. Q. Were medium bombers here when he ar-
rived? — A. Yes.

10. Q. How many? — A. About 10 planes or
less,
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11. Q. What type? — A. They just ¢
medium bombers. Some that had been burned are
still here. He thinks they are “Bettys.”

12. Q. What was the largest number that were
ever here at any one time?! — A. Less than 20
fighters. \

13. Q. What was the maximum number of
bombers? — A. On the same day as the October
1943 raids about 20 medium bombers arrived from
either Roi or Wotje.

14. Q. How many did that make altogether? —
A. About 20. The rest had been destroyed on the
strips, ete.

15. Q. Was the maximum number of bombers
on the island just 204 — A, It was the largest
number, but more were sent out later and he he-
lieves that they were shot down.

16. Q. Did the types of planes ever change? —
A. New and improved models may have come, but
to all outward appearances the types were the
same, but there may have been newer models.

LIl Interception.

: 17. Q. How often during the time he was here
rlld_ Japanese fighters attempt to intercept our
strikes? — A. Anywhere from four to six times.

18. Q. What tactics were used on those strikes?
— A. The bombers at that time were B17s (prob-
ably confused with B24s) and would come from
Midway and would bomb the airstrip. No warn-
ing system was available and it did not give the
fighters enough time to get into the air. The
admiral thinks that B17s would do about 250, and
believes the Zeros were not fast enongh to cateh
up with them.

19. Q. Did they shoot down any planes? — A.
He believes that no B17s or B24s were ever claimed
shot down by Jap fighters.

20. (). When did the radar arrive? — A. It was
here when he arrived. There was one station here
and it was too low and not very effective because
of bushes, ete., and they moved it.

21. Q. Did they move it at that time to its pres-
ent position? — A. They had two outfits; the first
was down at the southeast corner of Peacock Point,
Then they started to set up another at Kuku Point
on Wilkes Island. The set on Kuku Point was dis-
abled. On June 1943 they set up one at Heel Point
and another along the north coast of Peale Isl:mrl.
The dates may be inaccurate. ]

28, Q. ‘.\_’hut date does he fix when radar be-
came eflective on the island? — A. About .June
1943.

30

“ever attempted afty,
ption was attempted afty,
effective but due to th,
i d the fact that it-roo)

gék- the planes in the air they
very sue . By the time the fighter
got in the air the bombers were overhead.

" 94, Q. Give an estimate of the approxiraat
time it took to get the fighters into the air after
the warning? — A. He doesn’t remember exactly,
but he believes anywhere from 5 to 10 minutes.

95. Q. When was the last interception atternpt-
ed? — A. 6 October 1943,

96, Q. Did the planes make contact at that time?
— A. Yes, they engaged with our aerial patrol of
carrier-horne fighters and bombers. Tt was dark
and he conld not see very well at the time. Tt was
just hefore dawn when the planes took off. He
doesn’t know whether they fried to go out and
were driven back, but at any rate not one plane
returned. %

27. Q. Out of how many? — A. He believes
about 20 planes. It might have been 15.

28. Q. Did every serviceable plane take off ? —
A. Yes. all serviceable fighters took off. The bomb-
ers did not take off.

290. Q. What plane did the Jap pilots consider
our most effective fighter! — A. The F6F was
considered at that time very good.

3’0- ’Q- How did they think it compared with
their Zeros? — A. He thinks that the F6F is a
better plane. He thinks it has more speed.

31. Q‘. What was the Japanese pilots’ estimate
of American trained fighter pilots? — A. All the
Japanese pilots failed to refurn so there was no
way of finding out.
th:i&ﬁin“ igu_ the_Japanesfe fighter pilots chased
o 2 175 did they find the armament and
e gunnery effective against their attacks? — A.
N ten one of the heavy bombers was alone the
prgiﬁfsf _Iiﬁhter pilots found that they could ap-
5 “mmn.u v elose but even though they hit them
i \v] sgemed to withstand their guns and the
P 1;15 lfufnensed on that account. When the
difi I"- b:“ M a group formation it was very

Cult because they (American Bombers) were

able to concentr <
Aghters. rate all their fire power on the

33, Q. What
single planes did na - O t¥Pe of pass against

A. A frontal ap

lle tg s 4PProach a litlo bit to the right or

the Jupanese pilots like best! —

- (11 and 1300). He doesn’t know

the details of this but thinks the frontal attack cut
down the time of approach. He says that all of
our bombers would make a bombing run and head
hack to Midway. Several times the Japanese
fighter pilots would fly along part of the way to
Midway.

IV. Approaches.

34. Q. Would the bombers have the same ap-
proach to Wake Island as regard to direction ¢ —
A. He thinks that the ones that came from Mid-
way came from the northeast, but it differed with
the winds. Thenight attacks usually came in from
about 140°.

35. Q. What formations did he consider the
most effective? — A. He thinks the close-packed
formation was not very good and the open V was
most effective. The close-packed planes were shot
down very easily. Once they shot down a B24
here. About the time they shot down the B24, it
was flying at 1.200 feet parallel to the island from
Teel Point fo Peacock Point. 1f the planes are
closely packed together, the anti-niveraft guns do
some damage.

36. Q. Did the bombers seem to approach at a
constant level or did they vary their altitude dur-
ing the approach? — A. They used different alti-
tudes. Later they kept going higher and higher.
At first it was about 3,000 meters but gradually
they kept increasing the altitude until it was about
6,000 meters. They just came in flying along
straight and as soon as they released their bombs
they turned around and gained more altitude.

47, Q. Did the heavy bombers seem to vary
their course during the approach? — A. He thinks
it was a zig-zag approach but if you don’t follow
them with glasses you can't tell.

2. How about radar? — A. The Japanese radar
directional finder was not very good.

39. Q. From what direction did the earrier
strikes generally arrive? -— A. They came in from
all directions. When the sun was rising in the
morning, it rose betweer 40 and 60° and they
would approach with the sun behind them and the
sume type of approach was used in sundown. They
would also take advantage of clouds.

40, Q. Did the carrier st rilces vary their altitude
on the approach? — A. The ones that came from
{he carriers were dive bombers. The ones that came
in the October 1943 raid would approach from 30
or 40° at an altitude of 1.000 meters, dive down
on the target, and release their bombs.

41, Q. What was the usual angle of dive! — A.
Tn the October 1943 raids they computed it to be
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35°, but in later raids it was computed to be 50°
and the planes that were using rockets decreased
the angle.

49, Q. Did they make no distinction between
the types of planes used? — A. the admiral did not
understand very well because he doesn’t know very
much about; planes. The TBE's were the most nu-
merous in the October 1943 raids. He doesn’t
know very well but the ones with the square wing
tips were the most numerous. (Apparently no
distinction was made between TBEF and F6IF.)

43. Q. Did the SBD use the steeper dive? — A
He believes that none ever dived at an angle of
more than 55°, as estimated by the angle of their
guns.

44. Q. Did they consider the planes using the
inst their in-
hallower
S :ll]d

steepest dives the most effective ay
stallations? — A. He believes that the
dive was the most effective for the Ameri

the steeper dives were easier for the Japanese be-

cause they were able to shoot down the planes.
15. Q. Is that true of both heavy or medium
anti-aireraft? — A. It is true of both.

V. Anti-Aircraft Defense.

46. Q. In a steep fast dive was it possible for
their gunners to adjust their fire to the speed of
the dive? -— A. As they londed they cut their fuzes
fast enough.

47. Q. What is the heaviest anti-aireraft gun
on the Island? — A. 12.7 em (127 mm). These
couns would elevate only to 80, The admiral stud-
ied gunnery and has been thinking a lot about this.
' t — A. No, it
was at Yokosuka. Tateyama wasn't operating at
that time.

49. Q. Did the earrier
dinated? — A. He they changed the attacks
all through the raids. Sometimes they dove singly
and sometimes the groups would attack individu-
ally.

50. Q. Did simultaneous attacks on different
parts of the island disrupt anti-aiveraft defenses?
— A. They were very effective because they could
not swing their guns around fast enough. Quite a
few of the 25 mm machine eannon were hit on top
and the ammunition exploded in the magazine,
killing most of the members of the erew.

51. Q. What type of attack does he consider
most effective from the standpoint of anti-aiir-
craft? — A. He says he believes of all the methods
we used this year (1945) the best brought in our
fighter planes firing machine guns, rockets, and
dropping bombs. (Still confusing plane types,
particularly F6F and TBF.)

attacks seem to be coor-
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52. Q. Were the gunners ever assigned ;
sectors of fire or were they free to select targets of
opportunity? — A. When they originally used
the directional finder control, they had all their
guns firing on one target ; but after it was damaged
they assigned sector fire to different batteries.
They had as much as possible placed the machine
sruns around the heavier gun positions so that in
the event of an attack from two sides at once, when
the anti-aireraft guns were engaging one farget
the machine guns could fire at another. They
didn’t have enough guns so they dispersed them as
much as possible. The greatest need was for 20 mm
machine cannons so that the loss of one was very
great. At Peacock Point, when they were knocked
out, much damage was done.

53. Q. In placing the guns did they try to fix
their guns around the more important installa-
tions? Or did they try to use an all around de-
fense? — A. The anti-aireraft guns were dual pur-
pose and were to be used to repel landings so that
they had to be placed around the shoreline. The
machine cannon were placed around the gun posi-
tions, The larger positions were already con-
structed when the admiral arrived. Those at Pea-
cock and Heel Points were already constructed
when he arrived.

54. Q. Does he know what Napalm means? —
A. He believes the fire bombs we used were hexag-
onal in shape (M-69) and that no Napalm were
used.

55. Q. At what range were the gunners instruct-
ed to open heavy anti-aireraft on our strikes? —
A. They used to open fire at about 10,000 meters
but the admiral used to give the order to commence
firing and if the target was too far away they didn’t
fire.

56. Q. Is this just heavy anti-aireraft? — A, It
was just heavy anti-aireraft.

57. Q. How about medium (25 up to 90 mm)?
— A. The sighting gear was very old and wasn't
very good and they didn’t open fire until they
were sure of hitting the target. k

58. Q. At what range? — A. About 3.000 or
4,000 meters, They would fire directly at the dive
bombers approaching the admiral's headquarters,

59, Q. At what range would they open fire with
light anti-aireraft ? — A. They would open fire at
broadside targets at 2,000 meters and at divect ap-
proaching targets at 4,000 meters.

60. Q. Any radar fire control? — A, No.

61. Q. Does he understand tracking (continu-
ously pointed) fire? — A. Yes, he does.

trac ‘I_._lr'p]ﬂ.l'mé with anti.
was an intervening cloy

ren the planes were hidden by
clouds they didn’t fire. He says when the pline
fly over clouds you can see a shadow on the clouds,
but he does not think they fired on them. e suyg
they had a shortage of shells and they tried to con.
serve them as much as possible.

T'i. Radar. !

63. Q. What was their greatest radar range re
gardless of elevation? — A. It depended upon the
plane and weather conditions; about 120 miles
under best conditions.

4. Q. Did any Japanese pilots ever use “Win-
dow”? — A. They didn’t use it, but the Americans
did.

63, Q. Did it seem to be effective in giving false
readings? — A. He doesn't believe it was very
effective. Tnless it moves it is ineffective.

66. Q. Did he ever observe any bombing of
Walke Island through a solid overcast, whether at
night or day? — A. Yes, about three or four times,

67. Q. Was it very effective? — A. The hombs
lIanded all over the place when they hit the island.
Onee one plane came from the north and made
some hits along the south shore, hitting some tor-
pedoes. mines, and air compressing gear and caus-
ing explosions and some damage. After the air

compressor was damaged, they brought another
unit from Roi.

cove

VII. Reconnaissance.

68, Q. “'{-.E'e there any float planes ever based
here? — A, No, they never had any here.

69 Q. Did the bombers ever fly sector patrols
from the island? — A, Tt depended upon the need
for searching arens for our task forces. They
would fly about half way to Midway,

"|l‘.L_ Q. How was briefing of pilots handled?
C as it by pi ].nls' or by aviation ground officers? —
A. He doesn’t know anything about that.

VL. Bombing Effects.

Tl. Q.How man
by allied airerafy?
couldn’t estimate ¢}

¥ times was this Island attacked

— A. There were so many he

i 1e number,

B "lh-‘ Q W ere there more atacks during the day-
ght or during the night? — A, Usually during

the daytime:

g :1 there were g £ c
y T some g only
about five or six. ne at night, but onl)

- T3 Q. Were the
mstallations 2

damage caysed by night attacks
A ks,

n‘ight attacks effective aguinst
— A (mner:llll\' there was very little

T4 Q. What type of attacks were the most siccu-
rate? High level, low level, or dive hombing? —
A. He believes that high-level bombing is most
effective because they cannot reach the planes with
the anti-aireraft. The high-level attacks were
usually earried out by a few planes whereas the
dive bombing and low-level bombing were carried
out by many planes. The greatest amount of dam-
age is caused by the dive bombers.

75. Q. Were low-level rockets attacks more ef-
fective against fortified positions than low-level or
dive bombing attacks? — A. He believes that dive
bombing attacks were most effective against forti-
fied positions. Maybe if the rockets were larger
they could do more damage.

76. Q. What type of attack destroyed the most
aireraft? High-level, low-level, or dive bombing?
— A. He says dive bombing attacks were most ef-
fective. Low-flying planes going very fast were
hard to fire at because you have to traverse your
guns so rapidly.

77. Q. Which type of munitions were most ef-
fective in knocking out their airfield from the
standpoint of disrupting activity on the airfield?
Short delay or long delay fuzes? — A. When the
runway was bombed they had no planes here.
None of them caused much damage because as soon
as the field was bombed they were able to fill the
craters up again.

78. Q. Were any delayed time-hombs dropped ?
— A. There weren't people in the area at the time
so they just waited until they exploded and re-
turned. They would have been effective if there
were any planes in the aren. They would have been
very effective if there were any planes there.

79. Q. During the raids between 12 July
through 17 August 1945, was he advised of any
difference in the size of the rockets used? — A.
Last year when they were being attacked they
didn’t know just what we were using, and this year
they discovered we were using rockets. TIe be-
lieves that the ones we used this year were larger
than the ones we used last year, but he didn’t notice
the difference.

80. Q. Does he recall the raids of August ith
and Gth of this year? — A, Yes.

81. . Has he been advised of large size bombs
which appeared to burst in the air about 40 feet
from the ground? — A. Yes, some burst near him
and they thought that an American plane had
been hit by anti-nireraft.

892, Q. Was there any effect on installations? —
A. None.

83. Q. How many did he see or hear? — A. Not
very many. About three or four. One year before
a similar explosion occurred.

84. Q. How many times was this island attacked
by surface craft and naval bombardments? — A.
He thinks about three times since his arrival.

85. Q. What were the dates? — A. The 6th of
October 1943, May or September 1944 and June or
July of 1945.

86. Q. How accurate was the naval gunfire, and
what damage was inflicted? — A. Considerable
damage was caused by naval shelling.

87. Q. What was the damage caused to their
fortified positions? — A. The October 1943 raid
knocked down and fired a considerable number of
buildings, and gun positions were damaged.

88. Q. Did the aerial bombings and naval gun-
fire attacks prevent this garrison from accomplish-
ing its primary mission? — A. It did partially
prevent them from carrying out their functions.

89. Q. Did it materially impair his ability to
prepare this garrison for the defense of the island?
— A. Yes, it made it very difficult to prepare the
defenses.

90. Q. Give the total maximum amount and
type of guns that were set up for the defense of the
island. — A. (The admiral’s answer to this ques-
tion is incorporated in the table of anti-nireraft
guns, Annex B, Section 5, Table 5).

91. Q. Did bad weather interfere with air op-
erations? — A. Yes.

IX. Administration.

92. Q. How long was he at Kwajalein before
embarking for Wake? — A. One night.

93. Q. From where did he come before he came
to Kwajalein? — A. He came from Yokohama,
via Saipan and Truk.

94. Q. At Yokohama did he receive instructions
as to the general strategical use Wake Island was
to be put? — A. No. He had proceeded to Truk
being attached to the Fourth Fleet Headquarters.

95. Q. How long did he remain at Truk? — A.
About 5 days. When he left Yokohama it had not
been definitely settled that he would come here.

96. . Was the administrative and strategic use
of Wake under the Commander, Fourth Fleet? —
A. The administrative set-up was at the Headquar-
ters Fourth Fleet through Iwajalein Base Force.

97. Q. Who was the Commander of the Fourth
Fleet? — A. Vice Admiral Samejima.

98, Q. Does he know whether he is still alive?
— A. Yes, he thinks so.
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99. Q. Is he still in command _
Fleet? — A. No. o A
100. Q. Whoisin command of the Fourth Fleet
now? — A. He doesn’t know- y

.+t Wake did he take
101. Q. After he arrived at i or from

orders from the Base Force, Kwaja i
the Fourth Fleet? — A. His orders came Vi theé
Base Force at Kwajalein.

102. Q. Who wasin command of the Base Foree,
Kwajalein? — A. Vice Admiral Akiyama.

103. Q. Did he receive his instructions for car-
rying out the job of Island Commander from the
Commander of the Fourth Fleet at ka-oF from
the Commander of the Base Force at Kwajalein?

— A. They sent him out here to Wake without

orders and after he arrived here safely they sent
him a message from Tokyo making him Is]_a.nd
Commander. Before he left Truk he received
verbal instructions that he was to be made Island
Commander of Wake.

104, Q. In their plans for Wake how many
naval personnel exclusive of aviation did they plan
to have?! — A. He doesn’t know the general plan
of how many planes they intended to place here,
but when he arrived he sent word that there wasn't
enough personnel to defend the island, and they
sent him Army personnel which up to that time
had been organized as a battalion but then organ-
ized themselves as a regiment.

105. Q. How many personnel were here when
he arrived? — A. Over 1,000. When he arrived
here there were 1,000 men of the Naval Pioneer
group.

106. Q. In addition to them how many Navy
3“‘;2"“‘];'13“}‘ Army personnel came in response
to his call? — A. One battalion, a little bit over
600.

107. Q. How many did he ask for? —
thinks he asked for 2,000, Al

108. Q. Was there any Army
when he arrived? — A. Over 600 Apremrs?nne] s
here when he arrived. 7 S

109. Q. There was a total of about 2 .
right? — A. A littlehibniam

110. Q. Was there any Air Force w

rived! — A. Yes, hen he ar-

111. Q. How many and

: : any what unj
F}{ther the Twenty-Second or the e
Air Unit from Roi TIsland,

—1 A
T Twenty-Fourg,
ere was g medinm
1The units from the Twenty-Beeon,

were fighter units and did not are
clarifying questions, 171 1., below,

d and Twent
¥-Fourth 4
Ve until the spring o mi:g?lz
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(Chuko of over 100 )
more. el '
Di hau,sk for more aviation? __ A f
it doesn’t concern him. H i
: 118. Qo A's.the Island Cummandar, Was the a f

niral responsible for the air defenses op ;
_;‘;;id dofenses? — A. The admiral haa",:':t the
ection with the air defenses. b |
114. Q. Who was responsibl'a for l“““’r"hingﬂ:.
fighter planes? — A. The senior office of the g5,
Force.
115, Q. Was the air warning system undey e B
direction of the admiral? — A. Yes, thut was uyg,
the admiral’s command. : :
116. Q. When he did pick up “Blips” o s
radar, would he transmit the warning to the Aj
Torce! — A. Yes, he would transmit it to the Aj
Force Commander.
117. Q. Did the Air Force Commander deter-
mine whether to launch the planes? — A, Yes.
(The admiral drew a diagram at this point of
the interrogation showing an organization chart of
the military and naval forces on the Island of
Wake, with the next highest echelons. This dia-
gram indicates that under the 4th Fleet is an Air
Force and Base Force which ave co-equal, and the
base force, under which the island command isset,
must request aircraft from the Air Forces, and !
t};e Island Commander has no authority over the
aireraft based on his island. This chart is at-
tached after question 178 below. The admiral fur r
ther states that the Army is under the 4th Flet |
but receives its orders from the admiral and that
the Army was ordered to be under his command.)
118. Q. Is the lack of control on the part of the
ilslund Commander over the Air Force basedon
island typical of Japanese organization? — Al
is the same everywhere. He believes that this 18
A situation that must be changed. He thinks t-h?t
Lﬁoﬂ'as et up like this because the Japaness r
{joree was very low on planes. He thinks (L
3 ad sufficient planes they would put
unl er the control of the Island Commander:
; 19. Q. '“':'Is the admiral responsible in {1y i
orsupplying the Air Foree? — A. Hehad nothiné
to do with the supplies,
X. Sﬂ?'utegy_

120. Q. Was it contem d that Wake wl_ﬂ-“.-'
:‘;ei:at;elnl‘l’-(l as a seaplunlza]rl;t:sl?]i— . He thio®
4 vas su?h contemplated. gt
be da-ﬁ% Was it contemplated that an ancg:@-’f '
G Hped for submarines? — A. 1-;9 .
* Hehasn't heard anything about i

T
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122. Q. Was any dredging of the lagoon under-
taken? — A. He says that the American plan was
to deepen the urea, but he heard that the Japanese
intended to make a larger area for a fairway for
landing and taking off. He hasn’t heard anything
about dredging the lagoon for submarines.

12 Q. Was any provision made for the berth-
ing, for the anchoring of submarines outside the
lagoon ! — A. He doesn’t know.

124, Q. Where did the submarines surface and
discharge their cargo? — A. Between Wake and
Wilkes Islands. The submarines would surface
some distance off the island and proceed to a point
about 2,000 meters off the coast and then they
would discharge their cargo by barge or landing
craft.

125. Q. For what strategic use was the Island
of Wake intended? — A. He doesn’t know what
the strategic use for the island was: and the people
who would conduct any operations from here were
at Headquarters, and such matters were kept
secret.

126. Q. In his opinion was Wake to be used as
the jumping off place for future assanlt on Amer-
jean held islands? — A. They used to receive sig-
nals from Tokyo instructing him to defend this
place because it was a very valuable base which
could be used in the coming offensive.

127. Q. Was the “coming offensive” prior to
the American occupation of the Marshalls and
Gilberts? — A. That answer is that signals had
come through after the Americans had taken the
Marshalls and Gilberts.

128. Q. Prior to the American entry into the
Marshalls and Gilberts, what, in the admiral's
opinion, was the strategy underlying in the occu-
pation of Wake? — A. He thinks they were going
to use it in taking Midway. He hasn’t been let in
on such plans. He thinks that only the Imperial
Headquarters knew of the strategic plans.

129. Q. When did ruraors indicate that an of-
fensive against Midway might be undertaken? —
A. There were no rumors about it.

130. Q. Did the presence of aireraft on Wake
indicate to the admiral that it was intended as a
base to raid allied shipping? — A. The admiral

' believes that the planes were based here to ferret

out enemy task forces which were contemplating
attacking Wake and they wonld seek them out and
attack them. -

131, Q. Were listening devices, either radio or
radar, installed for the purpose of detecting mer-

chant and naval ship movements? — A. They had
no listening gear on the island and there was a
radio direction finder located on Heel Point which
was used to take bearings on allied shipping.

132. Q. How many direction finders have you?
— A. One. They had three before two were de-
stroyed by bombing. Radio signals on several ves-
sels would be received and their bearings would
be transmitted to Tokyo, but they could not deter-
mine whether the ship was very close or very far
away from here. There were two radar installa-
tions. one at Heel Point and one on the north shore
of Peale Tsland. They were used only for inter-
cepting aireraft. He doesn’t know very much
about this. The communications officer would know
about it.

133. Q. How far out to sea was he able to verify
the location of allied surface vessels after the re-
ceipt of a message from some radio direction finder
located elsewhere? — A. He thinks they received
signals from as far as Dutch Harbor.

134. Q. Did they have any listening device
which would enable them to listen in on our mes-
sages in code? — A. They had no equipment for
breaking down codes and they didn't receive our
radio signals. They had none of our code books.

135. Q. Did they transmit our messages to To-
kyo? — A. They did not take down our transmis-
sions at Wake.

X1. Supplies.

136. Q. At all times did the Army and Nawal
forces have the same rations here on the island ? —
A. They were about the same.

137. Q. What was the normal naval ration in
19437 — A. The ration in 1943 was about 720 grams
of rice per day, and of other foods such as meat,
vegetables and so forth, the ration was about the
same.

138. . When was the low point in food rations
in the naval forces? — A. About March or A pril
1944.

139. (). Does he recall what was the approxi-
mate ration? — A. He says the Supply Officer
knows this in detail. Rice was about 240 grams
and there was almost no extra food.

140. Q. How many rounds of rifle ammunition
were available per man in 19437 — A. About 300
rounds per rifle.

141. Q. Did it ever get below that? — A. They
didn’t use rifle ammunition.

142. (. Was any rifle ammunition destroyed by
bombing ? — A. Yes.

e




_ destroyed.
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— A. About 30 percent of the ammunition was

14, Q. Of the heavy machine gun ammunitioﬁ,

how much was destroyed? — A. About the same
amount. -

145. Q. Of the 25 and 40 millimeter? — A, 8o

much of it was destroyed he doesn’t know for sure

and eannot give an answer: 30 percent would apply
for the henvy kind.

H6. Q. Including the heavy caliber? — A, The
20 mm ammunition was not damaged. There are

two 20 mm guns on Peale Island and two on Heel
Point. :

M7 Q. During what raids was the major por-
tion of the ammunition destroyed? — A, It was

destroyed so often that he cannot give a particular
time,

148. Q. How much would he estimate that the
military efficiency of the naval forces was reduced
by reason of loss of food and ammunition, by
bombing in general? — A Sometimes to one-third
and sometimes one-fifth. Sometimes it took five
men to do the work of one. They had not trained
for the 1 year due to the shortage of food.

149. Q. When would you say that the absolute
low point of efficiency of the naval forces was
reached? — A, June 1945,

X1I. Miscellaneous.

150. Q. Had a landing force been attempted at
that time, do you think you would have been able
to repel it? — A. He thinks he could not have re-
pelled an invasion at that time.

151. Q. How did the condition of your men on
the day of surrender of the island compare to the
condition on June 19457 — A. The men were in
far better condition when American forces arrived
on the island due to the fact that a submarine had
arrived with provisions at the end of June 1945,

152. Q. If you were to assess the causes of the
loss of efficiency as between aerial bombing and
the loss of supplies through lack of shipping what
percentage would you assign to each? — A. N inety
percent would be assigned to blockading and 10
percent to aerial bombings. This is his opinion;
some would say 80 and 20 percent. The admiral's
opinion is that the original figures he gave con-
cerning percentage by attack and aerial bombings
are correct, but in his opinion the concensus of

opinion of his personnel would probably assign
T0 percent and 80 percent.

= o e VOILWAS tlestroyad by bom! mé?

o 2 € admipy]

et know anything about conditions exishing
between here and Yokosuka, but he is of the opiy.
ion that the conditions around the Islands are ey,

~ enally the same. The air forces kept the isluns
blockaded during the daylight and the submarines
blockaded it at night. Therefore, he would assigy
45 percent fo air forces and 45 percent to syh.
marines,

154. Q. When did it become apparent to the
admiral that the success of future operations in
the Pacific was past as far as the island of Wake
was concerned ? — A. He figured that the sliceess
of future operations was past when Okinawa was
taken.

155. Q. When did it become apparent to the
admiral that the defense of the island was impos-
sible? — A. From the beginning it was apparent
that it would be very difficult to defend this island.
The admiral has never thought that it would be
impossible to defend the island. Fle has not
thought about it too much but is of the opinion,
and has been for some time, that if we ever came
in force that we would be able to make a landing
here.

156. Q. How many of our planes and what type
did his command shoot down here? — A. He thinks
a total of about 40 to 50 planes. One B24 is in-
cluded in this number and it exploded in mid-air
above here. One PB4Y-2 was flying along the
coast at night and was hit by a 25 mm machine
cannon and started trailing smoke and fire and
flew around to the north end of the island where
it ecrashed and was entively destroyed. That would
leave the rest all earrier based planes.

157. Q. How many is he sure were shot down?
— A. The ones he is cerfain of are six or seven
planes. K

158. Q. Did any of our planes bomb any of their
submarines or ships which were en route to, or
retiring from, Wake? — A, He knows of three
ships which passed by Truk and Kwajalein en
route here and never arrived.

159. Q. Were any of his submarines forced to
retire from here because of our aircraft? — A. He
doesn’t know of any incidents. Operations were
never interrupted.

160. Q. What percentage of his transportation
was destroyed by bombing? — A. About 70 per-
cent. ;

161. Q. How many trucks did they have? — A.
Abont 40 to 50 trucks.

- RRsenvge ofthe blockading jg gy |
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162. Q. How many small boats and small light-
ers did he have? — A, They had two large barges
which were left by the Americans which were de-
stroyed. They had six or seven small patrol ves-
sels and three torpedo honts. Of the small scout-
ing vessels two were left. One is aground and one
is destroyed. The three torpedo boats were de-
stroyed by bombing.

165. Q. Did the Japanese Air Force claim to
sink or damage any of onr ships when operating
from here? — A, Since the admiral has been here
the Air Force claimed to have dropped bombs on
an American submarine with unobserved results.

164, Q. What was the date? — A. It might have
been before the admiral came here. About the
middle of 1942, .

165. Q. Were his gunners able to stay at i!wn-
guns.dul'in;: strafing attacks? — A, They fired
back at our planes. :

166. Q. What were his instructions to his gun-
ners when they were attacked simultaneously on
the same target by strafers and bombers? — A,
The anti-aireraft guns would fire at the bombers

and the machine guns would take the strafers. If
they just had one machine gun, it would of course
have to tike one or the other of the planes.

167. Q. Why were they dredging the lagoon?
— A. They weren't dredging the lagoon. They
didn’t use the dredge at all.

168. Q. Of the 30 percent of the nmllmll'llihnli
destroved was it attributable to one or two 1::|I|||1:=.
or was it over a period of time ? — A, Ammunition
was llz-:ill'tl)'fe{l in all the raids.

169. Q. What type of radar did they have here?
— A. He doesn’t know.

170. Q. Was it a United States or British adap-
tion? — A, He doesn’t know, but it was one made
in Japan; its efficiency was not very good.

X1, Additional L stions to !LHJ‘}-H the air sit-
wation in 1942, .

171. Q. What aircraft were stationed at \?uke
at the time of the admiral’s arrival? — A. T ]ll‘l'?
were about 10 or 12 bomber planes from Thv_ i 52
Kokutai, (He identified them, from a recognition
handbooli, as Bettys).

ORGANIZATION CHART DRAWN BY ADMIRAL SAKAIBARA
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172. Q. Does the admiral know when
planes came to Wake? — A. He believes they came
to Wake in 1942, early in 1942, ; :

173. Q. Had there been more than 10 or 12 be-
fore he got here? — A. He believes there had been
about that many planes all the time.

174, Q. Were there any fighter planes on Wake
when the admiral arrived? — A. No.

175. Q. When did the fighter planes come to
Wake? — A. Early in the spring of 1943. They
came from either the Twenty-Second Air Fleet or
the Twenty-Fourth Air Fleet. The admiral does
not remember just which one. The headquarters
of these air fleets were at Truk. and some of their
planes were at Ruoto (Roi) Island. About 15
planes came here early in 1943 from Roi. After
a few weeks they were relieved by planes from the
other air fleet. They took turns. That is, both the
Twenty-Second and the Twenty-Fourth Air Fleets
had fighter planes here at different times.

176. Q. What kind of fighters were they? — A,
They were Zeros. He does not know the type.

I77. Q. Did these fighters ever attempt inter-
ception of United States bombers? — A. About
four to six times, an interception was attempted.
Since the radar did not give much warning, the
bombers could never be intercepted before they
had bombed, and the Jap fighters would chase
them back toward Midway in an attempt at inter-
ception. Since the advantage was thus all with
the bombers, none were ever shot down and none
were ever claimed to be shot down,

178. Q. Did they plan to make 2 seaplane base
at Wake? — A, Originally, it was part of the plan
tIn III:III\'P a seaplane base, but this plan was aban-
adoned.

'1..ﬂ_ Q. Were there any seaplanes hased gt
“':tk(.g — A. Two or three times seaplanes came to
Wake and then went away again. They w

) ks and ¢ Yagum. They were only
visitors. They were never based here,

2. Interrogation of Chicabari,

1JA. Shigeharu, Colonel,

Duty : Commander, Army Fo e
Arrived Wake Tsland: 10 JIII;?[:;;'I": =
Age: 50 years, "
1. Q. How many times was
by allied aircraft? — A, Ther
large raids and other smalle;
remember the dates,

the island attacked
€ Were six op seven
T ones, hut he doesn’t

2. Q. Has he any records of

- 7 the
attacks? — A. No records; they Salgot he

were burned p.
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ny attacks oceurred dy
A, Six or seven raids oceuryeq il
the day. Every now and then they woy]
raids at night, but they were not large ones,
L 4‘. Q‘ Didthm raids take Plﬂce after he ar.
rived? — A. Yes. "

5. Q. Which were the more effective? —_ 4 1.
had heard before he arrived here the rajds Wera m:

d Tecejy,

ling the '
A

——r

very frequent. In February of 1942 thera hag |

been a task force raid here that had beey quite
severe.

6. Q. Aerial or naval? — A, Tt was an aerig]
bombing attack that was quite effective, After b
arrived here in July of 1943, there were eight o
nine plane raids. :

7. Q. How frequent? — A. After his arriyy
there had been only one such raid, and that was up
to the large raid of the 6-7 October 1943, He says
since the 31st of January 1944, till about the 10th
of August 1945, the raids were made now ang
then,

8. Q. Does he speak English? — A, He readsit,
but doesn’t understand it very well.

9. Q. What type of attacks were the most effec-
tive: high-level, low-level or dive bombing? — A,
He thinks the most effective were the dive bombers.
The high-level bombing was not very accurate. In
low-level bombing, they were able to do damage
to American aireraft by their machine gur fire,
ete.: so it was not effective. Some damage was
caused, however. He says that the dive bombers
came right down and dropped their bombs right
on the target, whereas the high-level bombing was
the hit and miss type,

10. Q. Were the low-level rocket attacks very
effective? — A. He doesn’t know very much tbout
rockets, since they were attacked by rockets only
once, and that was in July or August of 1944, and
hf’- doesn’t know the size ‘of the rockets. Damage
Was great, He thinks that the best method is 10
shoot the rockets in and drop bombs after thaf.
erle Q. Wel:e we more effective with dive b'ﬂr'}b'
nndor rockets?! — A, The racket was more effectit®
i tll(:t'lll’utl! because it went straight down I

Hrget, whereas dive bombers would go to 01

side or anof her,

thillfl;:s ?};:}Y“Is the destruction very great? _“*:'111:

they were rockets eansed more damage becﬁu]ﬂ

hit'tlm tml- ::? = Seemat il hec:mse_ they ngn_g

would hj¢ :;: 'n,]-“l then explode, apkiding bﬂm"

a8 greq 1 side and the casualties W“"!d il
. Hehag never seen one of these hit# e
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tion fortified by armor, and is concerned only with
positions covered by concrete or timber.

13. Q. Does he know of any positions hit by
rockets? — A. There was a personnel shelter hit.

14. Q. Were there any buildings or under-
ground positions hit? A - He doesn’t know of any.

15. Q. Was he able to identify our planes as
either dive bombers or Navy fighter bombers? —
A. Yes, he was able to differentiate.

16. Q. Was he able to differentiate between the
Corsair and Helleat # — A. He was in a dugout and
didn’t see them.

17. Q. What type of attack destroyed the most
parked aireraft, high-level, low-level, or dive
bombing? — A. He thinks the most effective attack
against parked aireraft was high-level attack be-
cause the aireraft earried a greater load of hombs.

18. Q. What are the dates of the most damaging
air attacks? — A. The raid of the 6-7 October
1943,

19. (). Was there any shelling from the fleet # —
A. They would bomb and shell. May 1944 was the
next worse attack.

20. Q. What was the date of the last heavy
attack? — A. The first of August 1945. The 24th
of May was the second severest raid. The Angust
1 raid was carrier-based. He had never seen the
carriers but thinks that they were carrier-based
planes and the planes were the single engine type.

21, Q. Were any of your large installations
knocked out by bombs or rockets? — A. He didn’t
have such installations at his place; they were all
above ground so they could not fix them very
easily.

22, (). Was all radio and radar handled by the
Navy? — A. Yes, it was.

23. Q. Did they have a distillation plant? — A,
They did have a distillation plant in their area,
but it wasn't being used.

24. Q. Was it unused because it was damaged ?
— A. It used up too much fuel and a near-miss
partially damaged it.

95. (). What damage was caused by phosphor-
ous and incendiary bombs? — A. They were
dropped along the southwest section of the island
in the open areas, and they only burned the brush
and no real damage was caused. There was very
little damage to buildings.

96, Q. During the August 1-6 raids of this year,
did he notice any bombs which appeared to burst
above the ground ? — A. Yes.

97. . Describe the results and effects. — A,
Sone men were wounded, but not much damage

e— &

was done. He noticed several craters about two
meters across which were caused by bombs. The
Army received very little damage; the attack was
made on naval installations.

28. Q. During the raids of July 12-17, did he
notice any increase in the size of rockets being
used? — A. He doesn’t remember any raid in July
1945. He said that they were firing all the time,
and they lost track of the dates. When they used
the rockets, it was about the 20th of June. He says
they were flying over every day attacking them,
and it hard to differentiate between the raids.
1 he knows of the rockets is that in June
ard a report for the first time that we were
using them, and that is all he knew about rockets.
He could not tell what was being fired at them,
but he did know that the caliber was increasing,
whether it was guns or rockets.

29. Q. What was the Japanese Army garrison’s
prineipal mission on Wake Island? — A. To de-
fend the island. All the anti-aireraft guns were
the small type caliber. 7.7, borrowed from the
Navy. They had 13 mm American type guns, in
addition to the four anti-aircraft guns, two of
which were destroyed in the bombing raids. COne
broke down and would not work, and they had
intended to repel landings with the one they had
on Wilkes Island. The fourth on Wake never
fired at planes. That was their total anti-aireraft
defense.

30. Q. What was the total loss of personnel from
both bombings and naval gunfire?! — A. About
90 men killed: moreover, about 100 men were
wounded. but he is not certain.

31. Q. Did friction or the lack of cooperation
between his command and the Navy hamper his
defense? — A. There was no friction between the
Army and Navy. Their missions were about the
same, and didn’t, in any way, hinder the defense of
the island.

32. Q. Did the aerial bornbings and the naval
gunfire attacks materially interfere with his plans
for defense? — A. It did interfere with them very
much. Dhring the air raids and naval gunfire,
they had to get inside their shelters and stay there.

33. Q. Did we hit any of their defense guns and
how many ! — A. We knocked some out from either
bombing or naval shelling. There was more bomb-
ing than naval shelling. We had knocked out 2
7.5 cm field guns, and one 47 mm anti-tank gun,
and 3 anti-aireraft guns of 7.5 em (3 inch).

34. Q. What did he do during the raids? — A.
He directed operations.




35. Q. What did el
ing the raids? — A. They were tot:
would not become casualties, and

unit fired machine guns at planes when they came -

within range.

36. Q. What was the total number of enemy

planes shot down? — A. He has heard of repDﬂB
of 20 planes being knocked down altogether, but
doesn’t know whether Army or Navy shot them

down, and since the Army had no positions along

the north coast, the Navy might have shot down
some there, but the total did not exceed 20. Y

37. Q. How many Army types and multi-
engined planes? — A. They were all carrier-based
planes. They didn’t shoot down any Army planes
because they flew too high. He doesn’t know, but
thinks that they flew too high. He thinks that the
Navy knocked down two multi-engined bombers.
That would make it 22 altogether.

38. Q. Where was he immediately before com-
ing to Wake? — A. He was in Manchuria.

39. Q. How did he travel from Manchuria to
Wake! — He went from Manchuria to Japan by
railroad, then to here by plane via Saipan, Truk,
and Kwajalein.

40. Q. Where did he receive his orders telling
him to come to Wake? — A. He received them in
Manchuria.

41. Q. What is his next highest commander?
— -\. The admiral is his next highest commander
and he gets his orders from Truk,

42. Q. Is it the headquarters of the Fourth
Fleet? — A. Tt is the Thirty-First Army Head-
quarters at Truk,

43. Q. How long did he stay at Truk? — A,
About 2 or :.I days. He was waiting for a plane.

4. Q. Did he receive instructions from the
Army Headquarters at Truk as to what his job
would be at Wake? — A, When he went to Tr{lk
T}‘]hirt'\'-F‘irs-t}Arm,\' Headquarters wasn't there nlz
that time. He recei i
miral here. - L

45. Q. Whom did he relieve y
— A. Major Suzuki.

46. Q. How long did Major Suzul:

— A. From October 1942 tn]-_Tllil‘:'ulz{iL;l;. s

47. Q. Did he know how ma i
contemplated to base herp?
mined by the Navy.

48. Q. Did the Army have
ers? — A. No, they didn't,

49. Q. From whom did

pon his arpiva]

ny pPersonnel if yyg
— A. That was detep-

any civilian worg.

the Army dpgy all its

supplies! — A, From the Navy,

150 arrived. In September of 1943 yhe,, 100

abon > ived i
arrived. The 100 who arrived in Septembg, 1944
m : r'e_liefﬁ and about 100 were sent by, Aboyg

1,000 arvived here in January 1944,

53, Q. Were these or any of these replacenoys;
— A. No. A lot of the strength was eyt down
bhecause a lot died after January 1944,

54 Q. What was the strength of the Army
forces in January ¢ — A. About 1,800,

55. Q. From where did these 1,000 toops cope
in1944? — A, Japan.

36, Q. Does he know why they had this sudden
inerease in strength ? — A. Because the Marshalls
and Gilberts had been taken, and they wera to
strengthen their defenses. 2

57. Q. Were these men to be used for the pur-
pose of staging an offensive for taking of the
Marshalls and Gilberts or for the defense of
Wake? — A. They had not contemplated any of-
fensive action and were to defend Walke.

58. Q. Did they expect more Army troops to
arrive! — A. Yes.

59. Q. How many? — A. About 1,000.

60. Q. Did any of them arrive? — A. No, they
didn’t. .

6_1- Q. Does he know why? — A. They didn't
arrive because their orders had been changed while
en route,

62. Q. Where had the orders been changed? —
A He knows that they got as far as Truk.

63. Q. Were these 1,000 which came in Januaty
1944 seasoned troops or new troops? — They Wert
mostly seasonecd troops,

Q. From what area? — A. From Chira:

65. Q. At what time were the additional 100

tr00ps turned back and sent to Truk? — A. They

q;;are expected to be here at the beginning of 194
Jur ship which had brought the 1,000 troops I
anuary went hack to Japan for another loatt:
: 66. Q. Does he know if more naval personne
vus;!pected? — A. He doesn’t know:
t'uﬁl-tll.m:Q 'S]]-jid he, after he arrived here.
iong . ‘libments of 6. and am
tion? — guns, arms, o
nl::ll ,] A. The other tmo;:s which came 1 Julf
uary brought these things with ther® 3

52. Q. How many more? — A. In July of 1043 E

68. Q. Did they bring heavy weapons with
them? — A, They brought 18 light tanks in Janu-
ary 1944,

69. Q. Did they bring any constal defense guns
or heavy anti-nireraft? — A. No, the Army didn’t
have any.

70. Q. Were the tanks intended for use on Wake
Island ? — A. Yes,

7. Q. Had chemical warfare supplies been
brought in? — A, No,

72. Q. Were there any supplies of gas on the
island? — A. All they had for defense agninst
gas were the masks,

73. Q. During the year of 1 January 1944 to
1 January 1945 how many Army troops were lost
by reason of death or disease or sickness? — A, He
doesn’t know how many were lost during this
period, but during the period of June 1944 to Sep-
tember 1945 about 500 diecl.

74. Q. How many were killed? — A. 90.

75. Q. What was the Army strength in June
19447 — A, About 1,700,

76. Q. How were they organized—into battal-
ions? — A. They were organized into two battal-
ions. They were broken down into companies, ete.

7. Q. Were the deaths from disease and sick-
ness in the Army comparable to those in the Navy?
— A. In the beginning the Army had more casual-
ties due to disease but toward the end they were
about even.

78. Q. On 1 January 1944 what was the daily
ration of food to the men? — A. The Army and
the Navy gave out 720 grams of rice per man per
day. Vegetables, meat, fish, ete. were not fixed.
He doesn’t know how much of this type of food
was raised in the gardens and the total number of
fish eaught.

79. Q. On 1 January had that been eut and, if
50, what was the allowance? — A. He says it was
changed so often he can’t remember. He thinks
it was about 520 grams. In the middle of August
1944 it was about 300 grams. They received sup-
plies now and then by submarine, and they did not
know how long it was to last.

80. Q. On 1 Junuary 1945 what was the ration ?
— A. It was between 300 and 400 grams—closer
to 400,

81. Q. Did they receive shipments between
August 1044 and January 19457 — A, Yes, they
did receive shipments.

82, Q. Had the amount of vegetables, meat, fish,
ete.. decreased like the supply of rice? — A. They
ran out of vegetables and fish about February

1945, and there was almost none. They had lots
of fish but they didn’t go fishing.

83. Q. On 1 June 1945, how much rice did they
have?! — A. About the middle of June 1945 they
ran out of rice almost entirely. The low point was
about the 20th of June.

84. Q. Was that due to the destruction of the

rice supplies by bombing? -— A. It was because
they were cut off and not becanse of bomb dam-
age.

85. €. Were any further shipments of rice re-
ceived after June 19457 — A. In June 1945 a ship-
ment of rice came in by submarine.

86. Q. How much came in June 19457 — A, He
doesn’t know exactly how much they brought.
From the 20th to the 28th of June they were down
to 70 grams per man. On the 28th a submarine
brought rice and the ration went up to 300 grams
and this Jasted up until the time the island sur-
rendered. During the period from 20 to 28 June
it was necessary to have two foodless days =o that
they would have 70 grams per man.

87. Q. What other food supplies did they get?
— A. Aside from rice, [hi"\' had some kind of vege-
table. They also had fish. At one time they were
eating wild grass, but this made their bodies swell.

88. Q. On 1 June 1945 how much rifle ammuni-
tion did they have per man? — A. He can't say
definitely because the rifle ammunition is in to-
gether with the light machine gun ammunition.
There wasi enough for about 2,000 rounds per light
machine gun and 300 rounds per rifle. They had
over 10,000 rounds of heavy machine gun ammuni-
tion. They had 10,000 rounds of 7.9 ammunition

per gun.
89. Q. How many heavy machine guns did they
have?! — A. About 12 or 13, but he isn’t sure be-

cause some were damaged during the bombings.
For these guns they had about 10,000 rounds per
gun. They had about 40 light machine guns.

90. Q. Were stores of this machine gun ammu-
nition destroyed by bombings! — A. Yes. some
were destroyed by bombings.

91. Q. Approximately what portion of his total
supply of small arms ammunition was destroyed
by bombing or naval gunfire? — A. Of the small
arms stuff about 10 to 20 percent was destroyed by
bombing and of the field gun ammunition abont
2,000 rounds were destroyed in the October 1943
raid.

92, (). What caliber { — A. The caliber is 7.5 cm.

93. Q. Has any been destroyed since then ? — A,
The field gun ammunition was destroyed in the

_ e e
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October 1943 raid and the small m R
that. A little bit of field gun ammunition Wi

destroyed after that but he doesn’t know the date.

94. Q. Does he remember the dates on which the
small arms ammunition was destroyed? — A. So:]t::
small arms ammunition was destroyed during t
6-7 October 1943 raids; and subsequently, during
the raids of the 24th of May 1943, the 20th of June
1945 and the Ist of August 1945, small arms ammu-
nition was destroyed.

95. Q. How many 7.5 guns did they h“‘w% —A
They had 5, but one was knocked out in a raid.

96. Q. Was the condition of the gun crews of
the 7.5 guns during June 1945 such that they could
handle and load the guns? — A. They were not
able to move the guns around, but upon occasion
they were able to fire them. They might as well
have not fired them. .

97. Q. What was the rice ration on the 10th of
July 19437 — A, 720 grams. They had lots of
canned meat at that time and they didn’t have to
go fishing.

98. What period does he consider the low point
of his military efficiency from the standpoint of
supplies of ammunition and the condition of his
men? — A June 1945. Also between September
and October 1944 they had a very bad period.

99. Q. How did they recover from that period?
— A. The supplies came in and they were able to
fatten up a bit.

100. Q. Of the 20 planes shot down how many
were dive bombers? — A. He doesn’t know.

101. Q. How many were fighters? — A. He
doesn’t know because they used to ditch them
out at sea.

102. Q. Where was the army entrenched? — A
He says it depends upon the time. There were two
periods. From the time he arrived until January
1944, they were entrenched from the western end
of Wilkes Island to Peacock Point. Within hj
lines the Navy had four gun positions. Durip th]s
second phase from January 1944 to now thg’fi i
were extended midway along the noﬁhé&q Sh::

of Wake Island as far as the nav, iti
located there. g RO ons

way

103. Q. Were his men emplov, i
A. Yes. He has tanks :mr.lplo}led P
employed them accordingly,
104. Q. Did his men live
A. Yes, they lived at their o
105. Q. Did they ever Jj
Before October 1943, they
barracks. ;

n ntry? —
also infantry gnd he

at their positiongs __
wnl £un positions,
ve In barracks? __ A

lived in foyp or ﬁve.
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e St RS perceéntage ¢
stroyed by bombing? — A, Oy,

mﬂ Qctober 1943, about 60 percent o thE
Army’s food supply was destroyed in 5 dump o
‘Heel Point. After that they dispersed t},, 1553

all in small storage dumps. The Jay
.:nu‘.’? the southern shore near the wea{g:;: ]e?i
of runway “A” and was between the intersectig, of
runways “A” and #C.” The heavy calibep Ay,
nition was stacked along the sal{them shore along
the western end of runway “A."

107. Q. What was the largest amount of rifls
ammunition per man at any one time? — A 15
rounds per light machine gun and 500 rounds per
rifle. 3
3. Interrogation of Tachibara, Soichi, Lt. Commande,

IJN.

Duty: Executive Officer to Island Com.
i mander.

Arrived Wake Island: September 1943,
Age:29 years.

1. Q. Did the air raids disrupt the local tele-
phone system? — A. Yes, they disrupted the tele-
phone communication system quite often. The
telephone cables were buried between 3 and 415
feet underground, and when a bomb would land
in the vicinity of the cables it would cut them.
The cables had between 30 and 50 wires insids.

2. Q. Were you able to repair these quickly after
theraids? — A. It took about 1 day to repair them.

3. Q. What proportion of the total damage here
resulted from naval gunfire? — A. About 30 per
cent of the total d.ama.ge was caused by naval bom-
bardments,

. Q. When was the power plant, located near
the Island Commander’s headquarters, destroyed
— A. It was hit by a 14-inch naval shell on 6
August 1945. This was the only large power plant
on the island,

5. Q. Where were the water distillation plents!
is_IA. There was one in the powerhouse near g
5 and Commander's headquarters, unot-her_llb‘?“
tv50'0 feet east of Wilkes Channel, and a third o

e lagoon side of Walke Island, opposite the 1o
eng of the }Forlh -South runway.
waikﬁéc;wlz: ;1 il lags poper pluifirl tiof
St L generators? — A, Yes, that 15

ler? ? Which were the American water distil
lu;_.n:n ;i-d A. The J apanese built the one mo. i
end of thee of Wake Tsland, opposite the 20

fin
nished oy used. The other two were Amer

North-South runway, but it W8 D:.n_ '

s !

t

9
I
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8. Q. What percentage of food stores was de-
stroyed by our raids? — A. There was a large steel
building at Heel Point which was built by the
Americans, consisting of steel framework covered
with boards. The whole building was filled with
rice and canned goods, and during the October
1943 raid it was hit and the provisions were de-
stroyed. Aside from this, there was very little
damage to provisions from subsequent raids. He
has no way of estimating the total amount of food
supplies that were destroyed.

9. Q. Why hadn’t the food been dispersed ! —
A. At that time that was the only building in the
vicinity that was suitable for storing provisions.
Up until then, although they had raids now and
then from Midway, the damage was slight, and
they didn’t think it necessary to disperse the sup-
plies, and up until that time, they had been getting
adequate supplies.

10. Q. When was the dispersal of small build-
ings started? — A, After the October 1943 raids.

11. Q. Was the October 6-7 raid the first big
raid here? — A, Yes. Up until October 1943 there
were quite a number of buildings strafed from
Peale Island clear down to Heel Point. but during
the raids of October 1943 they were all flattened.
and instead of rebuilding them, they started build-
ing and scattering small ones underground.

12. Q. Does he know anything about aviation
gas? — A. He said there was about 700 tons of
aviation fuel left when the Americans came ashore,

13. Q. How much aviation gas was lost due to
bombing? — A. There was considerable gas stored
in the vicinity of the intersection of the main run-
ways, which was destroyed during the October
1943 raid, and later about 30 drums of aviation gas,
stored about 2,000 feet east of Wilkes Channel,
were destroyed, but aside from that there was al-
most no damage. The aviation gas was dispersed
about the island in groups of 10 drums.

14. Q. What damage was inflicted on American
buildings by Jap raids? -— A. He doesn’t know
because he didn’t come in until later, but by way
of rumors he has heard that the Pan-American
Hotel, on Peale Island, was destroyed, but aside
from that the other buildings were intact.

15, Q. How do the underground machine shops
compare in area with those that were above ground
prior to the October 1943 raid? — A. The ones
above ground were larger than the ones below.
This was because a considerable amount of the
machinery above ground, prior to October 1945,
was knocked out.

2rs

16. Q. In addition to the American buildings
that were here and occupied by Japanese forees,
did they do any extensive construction of barracks
and shops themselves? — A. They utilized mostly
buildings that were here when they arrived. They
erected some barracks, hospitals, and command
posts, but construction was not very extensive,

17. Q. When all barracks were knocked out, did
they have any system of setting up shelter, or did
they take sets of men and tell them to quarter them-
selves? — A, They built living quarters around
individual military positions.

18. Q. Did they have a free hand to nse all
salvageable material? — A. After the buildings
were flattened. the usable material was salvaged
and the construction unit on Peale had supplies of
steel plates and lumber. They built all the v

underground barracks around military positions.
Plans came directly from headquarters. and the
materials were issued. Troops and laborers did
the actual work, but the plans for the construction
of these [l|.:|w:- came lhr'rnt::l; the construction unit.

19. Q. How much of the underground shop area
was destroyed by our raids? — A. Not one. None
of them was hit directly by bombs.

20. Q. What type of technicians were evacu-
ated? — A, Airplane maintenance men. They left
about the end of 1943

21. Q. Were any of the air raid shelters hit by
either naval gunfire or aerial bombing so that it
did damage to personnel ¥ — A. The large concrete
structure honsing the power plant, near the Island
Commander’s headquarters, was hit by a large
naval shell and was destroyed. Also, the anti-
aircraft command post, midway between Heel
Point and the airfield. was hit, by naval gunfire and
destroyed.

22, Q. When materials became scarce, how did
they work priority as to their nse? — A. When he
arrived here, the concrete had already run out. In
his opinion, the power plant was of the most imn-
portance, and it would get the first priority.

4. Interrogation of Chiba, Kenjiro, Lieutenant, IJN
Duty: Platoon Leader—October 1943-De-
cember 1944,
Company Commander — December
1944-July 1945.
Executive Officer to Island Com-
mander — July 1945-September
1945.
Arrived Wake Island : 7 October 1943.
1. Q. When did he come to Wake Island ? — A.
He arrived at Wake Island on T October 1943,

——




2. Q. What was his job? — A. When
to Wake, he was an Ensign and a platoon 0
In December 1944 he became company 955, 3
In July he became the executive officer un

admiral. :
3. Q. What were the Japanese plans for Wake

Island? — A. He doesn’t know for sure, but thmks
they intended to use it for an air and submarine
base. . =5

4. Q. How many Navy personnel did they in-
tend to have here? — A. 1,500 or 1,600 personnel.
When he arrived there were 600 personnel here.

5. Q. How many Army personnel did they con-
template having here? — A. He doesn’t know
much about that. Captain Nakajima, °_f the
Army, would know. He believes 1,500 maximum
and they intended to have more.

6. Q. What was the contemplated personnel
strength of the Navy? — A. It was only a guard
unit. The guard unit is comparable to a battalion.

7. Q. How many aircraft had they contemplated
having? — A. The maximum number of planes
they had here was 40 fighters and medium bomb-
ers.

8. Q. How were these planes divided according
to Army and Navy type planes? — A. They didn’t
have any Army planes. The reason for this was
that they had to use long-range planes.

9. Q. What was the break-down in types of
planes? — A. 15 or 16 fighter planes and 40 medium
bombers.

10. Q. For what purpose were the bombers to
be used? — A. The planes were to be used in the
bombing of Midway.

11. Q. How much fuel and oil was there on
hand? — A. He does not know. Anything rela-
tive to planes he knows nothing about. He has
never had anything to do with airplanes,

12. Q. How was the island supplied with fue]?
— A. In October 1944 the planes were to be flown
here and the fuel they had stored here. Some was
brought in by submarine, On account of Amerj-
can pat rlr;Is. surface eraft could not get in, Thera
were quite a few bombs and shells storad here,
After anti-aireraft barrages, shells ot low angd g4
one time a submarine brought in shells,

13. Q. When did shells gef Jow?
the lll‘rt l'}f.,\Iril_\' or June 1944, 12 em ghells got low.
In F)uulm 1944 a submarine hruug_-ht 12 em ammy
Eli:ﬁ:”;;l\fliliii“t;m]ml“miun. In July 1944 food

5 1 1e men so weak that they ¢
not handle 12 em ammunition, ¥/ conld

14. Q. When was the la
tion, and by what means?

— A. About

st shipment of ammiy;-
— AT Septemher 1944,

44

the

'_p'-mme here was 1 Jan,

1plateq;

not heard anything about ¢ but the

el thought it was a good idea,
16. Q. Had they contemplated building

" anchorage for ships? — A. Fle doesn't kny, 1

: ut he thinks that they were going tq ¢
:::;]’,:mn because they had trouble in unlc:udisz
shi

11'12‘ Q. What were the plans for the submatineg;
—_ A. He thinks that t]lxey pla:;ned to use the |,

as a submarine base and anchorpge,
mn- was to be made into an anchorage g‘E:r shT:hP:
no larger than submarines and DEs, i

18. Q. Was Wake intended as a staging arey
for aircraft? — A. Since this was Japan's eustery
outpost this was not contemplated.

19. Q. Was Wake intended for purposes of
raids on our shipping? — A. He thinks they werg
to use Wake as n submarine base for raiding allied
shipping. He doesn’t want to be quoted and isn't
sure,

20. Q. Was Wake intended for a jumping off
point for a future assanlt? — A. He says that it
was to be used as a jumping off point for an attack
on Midway. :

21. Q. Had they set up long range reconnais-
sance patrols from Wake? — A. Long range pi-
trols flew from Roi to Wake and back. Sometimes
patrols would go to Roi and sometimes to Truk.
They flew a sector patrol around the islands.

22. Q. Were these islands used as listening posts
on our radio transmissions? — A. They used fo
listen to our submarines and take beari ngs.

23 Q. Did they use any of this information for
attacks o be launched from this jsland? -~ A
When they would fix allied ships or submarines
they would inform the Marshalls and Truk.

2t Q. From wha island would the order {0
attack come? _ 4 It would come from Truk it
n-ns.the headquarters of the 4th Fleet.

2. Q. At what fime was the maximum num
of personnel here? A. The end of 1942 the [at&
“Sf.-jamnnm of aircraft and personnel were hereé.

;G‘ Q. How man yi— A, He doesn’t kno\ff :

2. Q. When did the Army first come to Wake

= .I" the middle of 1942 the Army came for
first time, '

2. Q. What
Personng] hopa s

Er&ﬂ‘ ; 3y d‘l. Th(l

the

was the largest number of AJ'?’.“;
s — A. Tt was around 1,200 or 1’5--1,;
% Q. What areas were raided by Wake b ?

only long range was Midway:

-1

Bk AlUDRUes, iy o

o s
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30. Q. What was the strategic use of Wake? —

st
il ,
_ Were any supplies by air conten 1Y 10y, A, They held onto Wake as an advance post until

they could return to the Marshalls and Gilberts.

3L Q. When were aviation personnel and air-
eraft evacuated, why? — A, The Inst planes and
air personnel left in January 1944 they were taken
to Truk. It was only one plane,

32. Q. When were most of the planes evacu-
ated? — A. In October 1943; there were 20 planes
here including fighters and bombers. A few planes
were taken to Truk, planes came back from Truk
to get the remaining personnel.

33. Q. What dates were the most severe air
raids? — A. There was quite a severe air raid in
February 1942 and there was one during Septem-
ber 1943. There were severe air raids on the 6th
and Tth of October 1943, 24th of May 1944, June,
July, and August 1944, these raids were quite ef-
fective.

34. Q. How many personnel were injured in
these raids? — A. Te doesn’t know about Army but
120 to 130 were dead and wounded in the Navy,

35. Q. When was the large fuel dump de-
stroyed ! — A. The largest dump was destroyed in
the October 1943 raid. Dumps were seattered and
only small ones were hit after that.

36. Q. When did they go underground? — A.
After the October 1943 raid.

37. Q. What was the greatest Navy strength?
— A. The greatest naval strength was 1.200 per-
sonnel.

38. Q. Why didn’t more replacements arrive?
— A. They were cut off.

39. Q. Did any leave Japan? — A, The Alagi
Maru, which brought the last batch of the Army.
departed twice to get here, but never made it.

40. Q. Has the Naval Guard Unit any aviation
attached to it? — A. The Naval Guard Unit and
aviation are separafe.

41. Q. Why didn’t they dredge the lagoon ? —
A. The dredge nsed too much fuel and spare parts
never arrived.

42. Q. When the war ended. were they still
transmitting off the island # — A, Yes, they were.
About to the last day.

43. Q. Was the equipment still in operation ¢ —
A. There was one that still was being used.

44. Q. Where are the transmitters located { —
A. There is one at Headquarters near Back Point,
which isn't working because it ran on diesel fuel
and fuel was low: one was damaged by bombing
and strafing and one still works.

45.1Q. Did the Japanese have any aviation
ground officers? — A. Yes, they did.

46. Q. Are there any aviation ground oflicers on
the island? — A. No, there are none here,

47. Q. Any aviation personnel here? — A. No.

5. Interrogation of Tokuda, Sutematsu, Lieutenant,
1IN
Duty : Engineering Officer.
Arrived Wake Island: June 1943.
Age: 45 vears,

1. Q. Did the Japanese make use of existing
American buildings when they occupied Wake in
December 19417 — A. They oceupied all existing
American buildings and these had suffered only
slight damage. They also built additional bar-
racks,

2. Q. What sources of power were available? ——
A. There were three 30-kilowatt generators dis-
persed on Peale Island, possibly two or three on
Wilkes Island, and a large central plant on Wake
Island. The latter housed three 125-kilowatt gen-
erators.

3. Q. When was the major power house de-
stroyed { — A. August 1945,

4. Q. Was there any plan to disperse the three
main generators! — A. It was planned to build
two other plants underground so as to separate the
three units, but lack of cement made this impos-
sible.

3. Q. Were building materials expected? — A.

. There was faint expectation.

6. Q. When was new construction abandoned ?
— A. About the middle of 194+. Thereafter. noth-
ing but maintenance work was done. and this was
stopped on V=J Day.

7. Q. Were any decoy buildings erected? — A.
No.

8. Q. What proportion of American machinery
and repair facilities was reclaimed by the Jap-
anese?! — A. After the raid of October 6-7, 1945,
30 percent remain in usable condition. These facil-
ities were put underground and used until the main
power plant was destroyed.

9. Q. What was the principal source of water ¢
— A. There were two American distillation plants
producing 1 ton per hour each. These were used
until a year and a half ago. Thereafter the water
supply consisted of 20 percent rain water and
80 percent brackish well water. A third distilla-
tion plant was erected by the Japanese but never
put into service.




10. Q. How much
V-J Day? — A. Enough to. _
1946. Approximately 50 or 60 tons.

11. Q. To what extent was the fuel supp
aged by American raids? — A. App )
tons were destro ] TN

12. Q. How v{:‘} the fuel stored? — A. It was.
widely dispersed underground in deposits of about
1 ton each. iy

13. Q. How much aviation gas is on the island
now ? — A. About 600 tons. :

14. Q. How much food wasstored on the island?

— A. A month ago there was a 15-day food s!l_pp]?'
and this was rationed so as to extend over a perio
of 1 month.

15. Q. How much food was produced through

gardening? — A. All were encouraged to develop
individual gardens, but the production was by no
means sufficient.

16. Q. Were any fish obtained ? — A. Possibly a
little less than a half pound per man per day.

17. Q. How many men were killed as the result
of air raids? — A. Approximately 200 were killed
in the raid of 6-T October 1943.

18. Q. When did the lack of food show up in
the physiecal condition of the men? — A. Ration-
ing was started in May 1941. From then on the
men became weaker until they were working only
2 hours per day at the end of the war.

19. Q. When was the air personnel evacuated?
— A. The last plane left in December 1943, leaving
about 30 maintenance men behind. These main.
tenance men left on the hospital ship that entered
Wake recently.

20. Q. Was any other personnel evacuated? —
A. 15 or 20 civilian technicians left by submarine,

21. Q. Was any effort put into the construetion
:."f gas protection facilities and installations? — A,
A0,

) 22. Q. About how many square meters of hujld-
m:‘%sI )were here in June 19437 — A, Approximate{y
391:; square meters of buildings were here in June

23. Q. After the raids of
many did they have left? — ASTE: tlf:ta ,0]:0“'
:er] :.’HS raid, approximately 8 percent of ::-
uildings were destroved: 70 Y
i d.L destroyed; 700 square meters po-

24. Q. How much did they increase it
to the end of the war? — A 1.850
of underground living quarters an
flush with the ground ; 680 Square
shops;: remaining shops abo
mately 1200 square meters,

” to, prior
uare meters
d all buildings
meters of repair
¥¢ round approy;.

and ]
ed by fires caused by .

Vhat was the date they completeq thei
struetures? — A. By February 194
of it was completed. If plans had

2y had expected, the construction yyg
: indefinitely, but because of thg o
ting off of supplies all building construejy,
stopped about. March 1944 For many htlunilm
after this, they continued to construct anti-tayy
trenches. 5

27. Q. What large buildings did they adq right
after they occupied Wake? — A, 7 enlisted mey)s
barracks, and one new officer’s quarters, '

28, (). Whose constructions were the poer
plants? — A. He said that all small power plants
that turned out 30-40 kilowatts were Jap con-
structed, but the larger ones were American con-
structed.

29, Q. How much Diesel oil per month were the
Japanese using when the war ended 7 — A. 12 fons
per month.

30. Q. At that rate, how long does he estimate
they would have heen able to carry on? — A. The
plan was to reduce the amount of oil they used
each month so that the supply on hand would last
for another year. If no further supplies came in

+ during that period, they had no other plans.

3l. Q. How much fuel oil was here when he
came on the island in June 19437 — A. 320 tons.

2. Q How much Diesel fuel was lost fo air
raids since he got here? — A. 50 tons.

_33. Q. How much gas was here when lie ar
rived? — A. 140 tons of motor fluid and 1,200 tons
of aviation gas,

t.h:u. Q. How much gas was left on the island 8¢
i e end of the war? — A. About 600 tons of avis®
1on gasoline and 7 tons of motor fuel.

3. Q. How much was received from the time

:)]?&t h}’- 2ot here and V-J Dt A Until the
H:Et;:lg m; Octobey 1943, t'hl‘-)"received a0 w%

uid, S i o
of motoy ﬂuidqmce then they received only i Lol

36. Q. How jats ‘
e much aviation gas was lost {0
:}L‘l*;s;;%e the time he ot hareg?—— A. 12 ton®

3Pr4tol:: gas were destroyed, and at the ¥ :ﬁ;-

i d :rfe.lnifiati““ fuel. They were housed 8%

g

st

6. Interrogation of Nakazato, Hisao, Lieutenant, [JN
Duty: Supply Officer.
Arrived Wake Island : December 1942,
Age: 28 years.

1. Q. How did bombings and air raids reduce
supplies? — A, Originally food was stored above
ground, but after the October 1943 raid, which
caused considerable damage, foodstuffs were stored
in trenches which were covered over with dirt and
were not strong enough to withstand direct hits.

2. Q. How was food transported? — A. Food
was moved by trucks.

3. Q. Did air raids interfere with moving sup-
plies? — A, The air raids did not cause much inter-
ference becanse they had *kitchens™ dispersed and
they did not have to carry supplies.

4. Q. When did the last transport get in with
supplies? — A, The last transport arrived on 1
January 1944, A submarine, however, was the last
thing that arvived with supplies on 28 June 1945.

5. Q. How did they get supplies? — A. When
he first arrived here, there was about 6 month’'s
supply of food on the island. Up until the last
trip of the transport, supplies arrived about once
a month. The supplies came in from Kwajalein.
With these supplies also came ammunition and
troops. After Kwajalein was taken, supplies ar-
rived from Yokosuka, in Japan, by submarine.

6. Q. Up until the time Kwajalein was taken,
were transports attacked at the docks at Wake ? —
A. No.

7. Q. Were submarine supplies sufficient for the
island? — A. The submarine supplies were not
sufficient; only about one-fourth of the supplies
which were needed were brought in.

8. Q. Did they ever use any flotation gear in
landing supplies? — A. They did use this method.

9. Q. To what extent? -— A. A lot of the sup-
plies were damaged by getting damp, so they tried
to use landing craft as much as possible, and in
doing so had to watch out for planes.

10. Q. What was the bombing damage to dock
facilities and small boats? — A. There were no
actual dock facilities. Small boats were not dam-
aged sufficiently to cause trouble.

11. Q. What damage was caused to gasoline and
0il? — A. The subject is of the opinion that dam-
age to gasoline and oil was not very great because
it was well dispersed.

12. Q. How many trucks did they have when
he came here? — A. He doesn’t know.

13. Q. Was he always able to get enough trans-
portation? — A. He was working at a desk job at
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that time. They had quite a few trucks, but he
does not know the exact number.

14, Q. "What naval officer has been on the island
the longest? — A. He does not know, but he him-
self and officers of similar category have been here
the longest.

15. ). What officers were here when he came?
— A. He could not think of any.

16. Q. Was Admiral Sakaibara here when he
came! — A, The admiral came with him in De-
cember 1942,

17. Q. Did he handle supplies for naval avia-

tion units? — A, No, he did not. That was sepa-
rate.

18. Did he handle supplies for only the guard
detachment ! — A. He handled supplies for that

and the Army.

19. Q. How many Army troops were present-—
their greatest number? — A. At that time he was
not handling supplies, so he does not know. The
subject did not want to give the exact figure be-
cause he was not sure of it.

20. Q. What rations were given to the Army
when he served ! — A. He served the Army about
1.200 ration units during the period he supplied.

21. Q. How many ration units to the Navy
guard detachment? — A. About the same (1,200).

22, Q. At what time was this figure? — A. May
1945, about 2,500 for both.

23. Q. Were the Army and Navy about equal
in ration units? — A. Yes,

24, Q. What happened to all of them? — A.
They went home in a hospital ship.

25. Q. When did the hospital ship leave? — A.
5 June 1945,

26. Q. How many of the garrison forces at
Wake went home? — A. About 1,000.

27. Q. Between May and June, when the hospi-
tal ship left. what happened to the some 300 troops
unaccounted for f — A. They clied here.

98, Q. Does he recall how many died? — A. He
does not know—about 300.

29, Q. Does that include those killed by bomb-
ing attack { — A. He does not know. It was not a
very large number.

30. Q. When the subject came here, what were
the names of the air units here at Wake? — A. He
has forgotten.

31. Q. Were there any Navy! Any Army? —
A. When they were here, they numbered about 20
planes.

32. Q. How many fighters! — A. Between 1()
and 20 fighters were here.
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33. Q. Is “752" a group. squndmnﬂ]““;r hat
isit? — A. It is one part within Kokmﬁm in

34, Q. What was the number of fig
#7521 — A. He has forgotten. :

8. Q. How many bomberein wrpet) — A. He
does not know.

36. Q. What types of fighters and bombersi'be—
A. Mitsubishi 101s and Zero fighters. The bomber
was 1 land bomber, and had two engines.

37. Q. Did the strength go up or down during
the first year? — A. It did go down steadily.

38. Q. Did replacements come in since 10427 —
A. He thinks they sent both replacements for pilots
and planes.

39. Q. How many were they able to evacuate?
— A. About 10 planes. ]

40. Q. How many planes were destroyed on the
field? — A. He does not know, but quite a few.

41. Q. How many planes were destroyed on
combat missions? — A. He thinks, even though he
had no relation with operations, that more than 30
planes were destroyed because new planes kept
coming in.

42. Q. How did our bombing affect repair and
maintenance of planes? — A. When the planes
were here there was no bombing.

43. Q. When did they move the aviation units
out of here? — A. About December 1943, the last
planes pulled out, one month before the last trans-
port arrived.

44. Q. Did they have their own separate groups
for aviation repairs? — A. The naval aviation unit
was handled separately. Tt had no relationship
with the guard unit.

45. Q. Were they getting priority on aviation
supplies? — A. No, because when the aviation unit
was hc;e :n}t hat time, they did not have the short-
ages they have had since. i
seemed to be plenty. i liixe

46. Q. Who had charge of i o
tions? — A. Lieutenant ;\g;ii, I;;Id_m g i

47. Q. What did Japanese aireraft
on all or any of the missions?
were at Wake for protection
bombers were at Wake just for

48. Q. Why did they o
19437 — A. He does not k
the Japanese Aip
planes.

49. Q. Were there any
their way here? — A. He l‘{n
were sunk by submarines o
alein to here.

accomplish
— A. The fighters
Purposes only; the
patrols,

to Truk in December
now for sure, byt thinks
Force was harq Pressed fop

supply ships sunk
9Ws of two ships whi:]r-:
n their way from Kawaj.
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— A. No. i
51, Q. Any submarines destroyed by
__ A, He does not know anything about 01331:?&'
52, Q. Did any supplies which he haq ay Ong,

PR e &i'l‘em&,

to receive fail to come in? — A. He does nop Iy, |

of any.
53. Q. While he was supply officer, was |, able

to transport his supplies here on the islang upungj)
fore—

the end of the war? — A. As he said by
planes did, at first, in.tarfere Wi_t‘h supplies, pJ
did not interfere with supplies after they Wer
stored underground. |

54. Q. How about transportation of clog;
ammunition, etc.! — A. The planes did interfuy

with most supplies such as these, but they jug

waited until the planes left.

55. Q. When they evacuated the aireraft units,
why didn’t they evacuate the whole garrison} —
A. The reason is that they did not have the ship-
ping to remove the garrison.

56. Q. What did he do during an air raid! — 4,
He was supposed to give out food, but made for
shelter.

57. Q. Who made the original landing on
Wake? — A. Tt was the Uchida unit.

58. Q. They were joined by whom? — A, That
was all secret.

59. Q. Were they here when he got here! — A.
They had all left when he arrived.

60. Q. What unit did he relieve? — A. The8ith

Naval Guard Detachment.

61. Q. What was here besides the 65th? — A
E'h'e air unit. It had no other number besides
752" He thinks there was also a unit eallad the
Suzuki unit,

62. Q. The 65th was how large? — A. It wes

about as large as a battalion.

03. Q. How large was the “752” unit? — A- He

does not know,

Under 4 thousand, he thinks.

f5.

zuki unit eame from Rabaul. hE

he does ot know.
Bi‘ Q. Hﬂ‘:B any other units come since that! =
t’!"( ta(ik unit eame from Manchuria.
f. Q.How my; §—A
20 ligh 7] any tanks came here
nﬂs& Q. What was the name of the unit! —
one part of the Sixteenth Regimaﬂt'

How large i

A
{bout

AT
Wi

64. Q. How large was the Suzuki unit? —A

5. Q. Give the names and sizes of other unf® |
which have come here, — A. One part of the St §

f ; .
69. Q. Did anything follow this unit? — A. No

other units followed.

70. Q. Did any of these units go out? — A.
What’s left of them is here. The names of the
units have changed because the commanders have
changed.

T1. Q. While supplies were still stored above
ground, what effect did our fire bombs have? -— A.
They inflicted considerable damage.

72. Q. After they went underground, were any
of the depots knocked out in later attacks? —— A.
After the supplies were stored underground, when-
ever a direct hit was made, the depot would be torn
apart.

73. Q. How many of these underground depots
were knocked out? — A. After he became supply
officer, one was knocked out.

T4. Q. One out of how many? — A. There were
about 50 altogether, but some were empty.

75. Q. How many that were filled were hit be-
fore he took over? — A. He says that before he
became supply officer one big storage place was hit
on Peale Island.

76. Q. What was that building used for? — A.
He thinks it was a rice storage place.

77. Q. Was it used as a personnel shelter? — A.
No, it was not used as a shelter.

78. Q. We have heard that 80 men were killed
there. Why were they there? — A. They were
laborers who had fled there during the attack.
They were in a pioneer unit.

79. Q. Does he know anything about the picneer
unit? — A. It was called the Fourth Naval Pioneer
Unit.

80. Q. How many men ‘were in the whole unit?
— A. He doesn’t know.

81. Q. Was that during aerial bombing attack
or naval gunfire attack? — A. He thinks it was a
bombing attack.

82. Q. To whom did the rice belong? — A. The
rice belonged to the pioneer unit.

7. Interrogation of Asaii, Masaaki, Lieutenant, IJN
Duty : Island Communications Officer.
Age: 33 years.
Service: 18 years,

1. Q. How long have you been communications
officer? — A. Since May 1945. Before that I was
assistant communications officer. 1 am 33 years
old and have been in the Navy 18 years.

9. (). What was the original radar set-up on
Wake Island? — A. The original radar was a
Type II (model number or mark unknown).
There were two of these sets, This first was lo-

cated in the southeastern part of Wake Island at
Peacock Point. It was not much good.

3. Q. Why? — A. Its elevation was not high
enough. Moreover, foliage and bushes in the vi-
cinity got in the way of the beams.

4, Q. Why wasn't this folinge cleared away and
the radar set raised in height? — A. T do not knov.
But it wasn't done.

5. Q. Was this all the radar equipment you
had? — A. There was another Type IT set erected
at Kuku Point, Wilkes Island. This was higher
and worked much better.

6. Q.Did the first mentioned radar, that at Pea-
cock Point, ever give good results? — A. It was
not much good. It was damaged by raids several
times and ‘was continually being repaired. Finally
it was destroyed by aerial bombing.

7. Q. When was it destroyed? — A. In the
spring of 1944. I think it was late April, but it
may have been early in May.

8. Q. What about the one at Kuku Point? — A.
It was an older type also (Type IT). But it was
better than the one at Peacock Point. It had a
range of about 50-60 miles.

9. Q. How much warning would it give you of
approaching raids? — A. I would say 8 to 10 min-
utes.

10. Q. Did it ever enable you to make inter-
ception of our bombers? — A. The bombers were
usually here before our planes could take off. Then
if the planes were able they would take off and
chase after the bombers. They never caught the
bombers.

11. Q. Was this radar ever damaged by raids?
— A. It was damaged first in October 1943. It was
repaired. It was damaged several other times that
year and also in 1944. Repair crews were working
on it many times. Finally, it was damaged so
badly by bombs that it could not be fixed.

12. Q. When did this take place? — A. In May
1944. This was shortly after the radar at Peacock
Point had been wrecked. They were both tao
wrecked to be fixed.

13. Q. Have you been without radar since then?
— A. We had two other radars. They were of a
later type. It was Type IIL.

14. Q. What mark number! — A. I do not know.

15. Q. Where were these erected? — A. One
was set up at Heel Point and the other one along
the north coast of Peale Island.

16. Q. Did these sets work better? — A. These
were much more effective. They had a complete
traverse in a circle (360°) and they were high

—_ e S
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enough. They had a range A
iles. 2=l
i 17. Q. Were these sets destroyed also
Both of these sets were d e Phe set at Heel
fall of 1944, and again in 1 The set on Peale
Point was completely destroyed- o 1045,
This was 1m 1%
Island was badly damaged. S seaired!

18. Q. Was the badly damsedda e
_ AT believe it could have been m operda e
But e had done a great deal of work on all e
radars and the results had be‘etn hﬂ}"“? anything
worth whllg. “;l::lﬂl ﬂ::;z; E‘:ﬁhout cadart
\nlf:-' d%n‘f ?.'r:u'try to fixit? — A, It wasa E’“;t
relief not to have to WoITY sl:iout radar anymore.
We had lots of other things to do. ]

20. Q. Let us talk about radio. How did your

i 7 — A. Before Kwajalein was
radio system work? — A. b ; Sy
captured, we would communicate with Kwa]Aﬂ
and then have messages relayed to Tokyo. er
Kwajalein was gone we managed to get t.hron:lg:
to Truk that very same day. After that we wo
contact Truk and then get through to Tuk_y:o.

21. Q. Were you using large sets for this work?
— A. They had been destroyed. We were using
portable sets.

99, Q. Tell me about the large sets first. — A.
There were four short wave radio sets. This was
before October 1943. There were two Type 95,
mark 3 short wave sets and two Type 95, mark 4
short wave sets. There was one long wave set,
Type 92, mark 3. We would keep in contact with
Kwajalein. Kwajalein was a radio center for this
area. (He indicated on a map Wake, the Mar-
shalls and the Gilberts as being included in the
area). :

23. Q. Were radio conditions good? — A. Con-
ditions were good. Reception was good.

24. Q. What happened to these large radio sets?
— A. There were big raids in October 1943, They
lasted 2 or 3 days. (This evidently refers to the
carrier raids of 6-7 October 1943). When the rajds
were over, all the radios had been destroyed,

25. Q. What did you do after that? — A We
had portable sets.

Tl;zf'): Q Did thi.\- ha‘:'e a Type number? — 4
ey were called “TM.” (He drew these two Eng.
lish letters on the table with a pencil). “ng

27. Q. How many portable sets
— A. The navy had five and the air
They had left these two behind,

28. Q. Are they still in use?
use them.

did you have?
forces haq two,

A Yes, we stil)

a9, ! Do ey e S EE e B 8 N
A,gg'i‘h; were well protected. They e, llnfl;
“nd. 1 -
i Did you still relay Messages | E
Tfk&._,a. Yes. Tt is ensy to get o me;::;:%:
Truk. It is very difficult to get replies, hu‘\fmr b
But we make it work. -8
g1, Q. Tell me all you can about the telaphgg
you had here on Wake. — A, Theg
an underground cable system. It was 4 15
cable containing 82 wires.  This wag b,
throughout the island to all important pogt .
was continually being severed by bombs ang repai
work was a major headache. The system yyy, i
ways kept in operation, however.

39, Q. How did you run the wires from fyy,
to Peale and from Walke to Wilkes? — A, At iy
it was an under water cable but this was Severs]
by bombs. Then we used an overhead cable uy
this escaped damage.

33. Q. How often did the bombing sever yoir
telephone wires? — A. T don’t think there wass
single raid that did not sever the telephone cable
in some place. The repair work was contirual.

=
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8. Interrogation of Shirata, Kimeo, Seaman 1/¢ IN -
Arrived Wake Island: May 1943. |

Age: 40 years. [

1. Q. Were you ever told by anyone that, in the

event of your capture by the Americans, youwouli -

be tortured and killed? — A. No. I have newr -

heard anyone else talk of it either. )

2. Q. Were you ever instructed by anyone

commit self-destruction rather than submit to e =
ture if the situation appeared hopelessf — A No

I never received any instructions to commit wlf-
destruction.

3. Q. Are you surprised at the treatment W
corded to you by the Americans? — A. The Tom
ment is good, and T am grateful for it, but
1ot surprised.

4. Q. At what approximate date did !’.'}u'iilj )
feel that Japan’s effort was on the failing 1%
\:i'hat reasons do you give to substantiate !
liefs, if any? — A. T felt that J apan’s eloft i
on the failing side u short time before 4°
ended. T felt this for three reasons: ﬁng;m‘

o3 I

cause of the lack of food and suppliesi

use of the nayal gunfire we receivé®
erican warships: and thirdly, becxfl-ls" d. I
¢t condition of the troops on the islel
Neral, the entire group felt as I fal_f-

abj
£e

5. Q. What date did this naval cunfire oceur?
— A. Lam not sure exactly what date it occurred,
but I believe it was the 4th and 5th of Angust
1945,

6. Q. Which island were you on at the time of
the firing? — A. On Peale Island.

7. Q. How many men were killed during this
firing? — A. I do not know.

8. Q. Were you permitted to listen to radio
broadensts other than those originating from
Japan? 1f so. did you believe in what yon heard ¢
How did foreign news broadeasts affect your
morale in regards to the war? — A. T heard no
radio broadeasts whatsoever.

9. Q. Why? Beeause you had no radio, or be-
cause you were not permitted to listen to the broad-
casts! — A. There was no radio in my platoon.
Because of my being an enlisted man. I knew of
nothing that happened in the admiral’s command
post.

10. "Q. Did you hear smy other enlisted men
spenk of this? — A. It is possible that others had
aceess to radios, but I heard nothing.

11. Q. What was your reaction when you were
told by the admiral that it was necessary to sur-

render? — AL 1 heard no such order.
12. Q. Surely you have heard that Japan has
been defeated. — A. On the contrary, I've heard

nothing of the kind. I learned of the war’s termi-
nation from my platoon commander. When I was
given the order to cease firing, I simply obeyed the
order, but had no special reaction.

13. Q. When did you find out that Guam and
Saipan had fallen ; the Philippines, Iwo Jima, and
Okinawa? — A, 1 do not recall exactly when I
heard of Guam’s recapture. I believe I learned of
Saipan and Iwo Jima falling in July or August
1945,

14. Q. Did any of your buddies ever receive
more food than yourself? If so, why? — A. As
far as I know, all the privates received the same
rations, but I believe the officers and noncommis-
sioned officers received more.

15. Q. Did you and your buddies talk much
about the possibility of losing the war? — A, 1
often thought that Japan might lose the war, but
my friends and myself never discussed it openly.
(ﬂ'::lv: This man, and the rest as well, do not; be-
lieve that Japan lest the war, or that they were
defeated. They simply believe that hostilities: be-
tween the United States of America and Japan
have censed, and will not talk of Japan’s losing.)

16. . When did you expect the Americans to
recapture Wake Island? — A. I expected the

. e

Americanst wonld land troops following the shel-
ling of the island by naval gunfire in August.
Prior to then I did not give it a thought.

17. Q. What are your feelings in regards to
going back home? — A. I would like to return to
Jupan as soon as possible.

18. Q. What reactions did you notice among
your buddies in reference to the shortage of food ?
— A. There were comments on the shortage of
food. but no annoyance was expressed.

19. Q. [Did you feel that your government was
doing evervthing within her power to help the

general situation as it existed here for the past
year! — AT am unable to give yon any opinion
because I received no news or letters from home.
I had no feelings abont the matter whatsoever.

20. Q. In what way would you say the effect of
our bombing affected yon and your buddies? — A.
I considered the bombing more effective than the
naval gunfire, and I was personally affected by
the bombing. I thought it was terrible. This was
the general feeling shared by my friends, also.

21. Q. How was the morale of you and your
friends during the past year? — A. In general, the
maorale was good.

9. Interrogation of Kurihayashi, Kumasabura, Sea-
man 2 /¢, [JN
Duty : Machinist.
Arrived Wake Island : September 1943,
Age: 32 years.

1. Q. Were you ever told by anyone that in the
event of your capture by the Americans vou would
be tortured and killed? — A. No. I was never
told.

2. Q. Were you ever instructed by anyone to
commit sel f-destruction rather than submit to cap-
ture if the situation :lppi’:tl'ml ]10}1:*11‘&\'.‘ — A. No.

3. Q. Are you surprised at the treatment ac-
corded to you by the Americans! — A, I am not
surprised at the treatment, but I appreciate it very
much.

4. Q. At what approximate date did you first
feel that Japan’s effort was on the failing side, and
what reasons do youn give to substantiate your be-
liefs, if any # — A. Such subject did not enter my
mind. Because I have been in the service such a
short time, I've had no thoughts regarding this
matter.

5. Q. Were you permittec to listen to radio
broadeasts other than those originating from Ja-
pan? — A. I heard no radio broadeasts at all.

6. Q. What was your reaction when yon were
told by the admiral that it was necessary to sur-
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render? — A, T was very gla eap
fighting. I have not heard of Japan losing th
war. All T've heard is that the two countries have
stopped fighting, but none of the men have heard
Japan was defeated.

7. Q. When did you find out that Guam and
Saipan had fallen: the Philippines, Iwo Jima, and
Okinawa ¢ — A. T am a poor farmer from Japan,
and did not go to school. 1 have never heard of
any of the places mentioned.

8. Q. Did any of your buddies ever receive more
food than you did: if so, why? — A. As faras T
know, we all received the same amount of food.

9. Q. Did you and your buddies on the island
talk much of the possibility of losing the war? —
A. I had five buddies on the island, but they were
all killed. so it just wasn't discussed.

10. Q. When did you expect the Americans to
recapture Wake Island? — A. T did not have any
opinion on the matter at all. My main concern
was that I was starving to death. T grew thin and
was underweight, and I am ever so grateful for
the food sent by the Americans.

1. Q. What are your feelings in regards to
going back home? — A. I think constantly of re-
turning home, and am looking forward to it with
great joy. :

12. Q. What reactions did you notice among
your buddies in reference to the shortage of food ?
— A. I did not have any special ppinion of it, and
I did not notice any special reaction among my
friends.

13. Q. In regards to your personal mail, were
any opinions expressed by the sender that condi-
tions were not favorable in the homeland in re-
gards to the war effort ? — A. I received two letters
from home in 1944, and in those letters T was told -
the news of home, to take care of myself, but no
mention was made of the Japanese war effort.

14. Q. In what way would you say the effect of
our bombing affected you and Your friends? — A,
I was so ill and weak, I'm not able to say exactly
what my friends thought of the bombing,

15. Q. What was the average number of hours
that each man worked per day during different
periods of time? — A. T was ill when T first arrived
and stayed aboard ship a while in bed. When I was
released from the ship, T worked only 4 hours a
day, but I still was not completely well, and other
men may have worked more. (This man has been
in ill health since arrival, and has reported to sick
call regularly for treatment).

Regarding deaths of American prisoners in raid
of 6-7 October 1943. i
(Excerpt from WAR CRIMES
~ INVESTIGATION)
(At the time of the American raid of 6-7 Octo-

~ ber 1943, there were approximately 100 American

civilinn prisoners on the island. During the raid,
they were apparently placed in 2 shelters, one of
which, aceording to the Japanese, suffered a direct
hit, killing all within it. The Japanese deseription
of the fate of the others follows:)

On the morning of 6 October 1943, Wake was
subjected to an American raid. Around noon a

~ report was received at the command post to the

effect that one of the air raid shelters in which the
American prisoners were had been destroyed by a
direct hit. That evening during a Iull in the raid
working parties were dispatched to the shelter to
dig out any survivors who might be present. How-
ever, all were found to have been killed. About
this time a dispateh was received from Rota which
indicated that an American landing could be ex-
pected at any moment. Since telephone lines con-
necting Headquarters with Peale Island had been
severed, it was considered necessary to have a re-
sponsible officer in charge for the defense of that
island. Therefore, T was sent to Peale Island and
my knowledge of what happened to the remainder
of the Americans is pure hearsny. When I re-
turned I was told that in the evening of 7 October
1943 a soldier shouted in a loud voice in the vieinity
of the command post that the American prisoners
had run away. Captain Sakaibara then issued
orders directing the command platoon to recapture
the prisoners. The prisoners were discovered in
a location east of headquarters where they offered
resistance and were killed in the ensuing fire fight.
I returned to headquarters on the 8th of October
when the danger of an American landing had dis-
appeared. However, preparations were still being
carried out and all men on the island were very
busy. This being the case, the bodies of the dead

Americans were not formally buried, but were

pluce:{l in an anti-tank trench and covered over.
(The bodies were removed from the tank trap
and ‘fm-mully buried about 25 August 1945.)
Note on Commander Tachibara’s Statement

On 22 December 1945, Rear Admiral Sakaibara
admitted that the fomgoing statement was false
and that, on 7 October 1943, he had issued an order

~ prisoners on Wake,

— -
“I gave the following order,”
Sakaibara said, “to Tachibara, who was the com-
manding officer of a headquarters company as well
as my acting executive officer: ‘Using men of the
headquarters company appropriately and at a
place which will not interfere with our positions,
execute by fiving squad all prisoners of war.! T was
convinced that the Americans had contact with the
outside world. They had been seen waving hand-
kerchiefs at United States planes during attacks

and on one occasion shortly before their execution
small sand bags with streamers of red cloth were
dropped to them.”

On 25 December 1945, Admiral Sakaibara, Com-
mander Tachibara and 11 other Japanese naval
officers were convicted of murder by a United
States naval court at Kwajalein and sentenced to
be hanged.

(See New York Times, 23 December, 26 Decem-
ber 1945.)

e

for the execution of 96 American civilian war
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Section 2. — Maps

L. Gieneral Reference Map,

2, The Pacific Area.

3. Wake Island and Surrounding Area.

4. Map of Japanese Installations as of July 1943,

5. Areas Destroyed in American Raid of 6-7 October 1943,
6..Fuel Dispersal on Wake Island.

7. Aerial Photograph, Wake: Island.
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GENERAL TARGET REFERENCE
WAKE ISLAND MAP No. 1
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AREAS DESTROYED BY RAIDS OF OCT. 1943
WAKE ISLAND MAP No. 5

JAPANESE
WAKE | INSTALLATIONS

MAP No, 4
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anese constal defense strongpoint on
d. The defenses here pictured are built

nch rifles captured by the Japanese
Marines on Wake and moved to the
1 coast of Wake Island. The guns were
ately 50 yards apart and were emplaced
et revetments on top of circular coral
- Each gun rested upon a heavy timber
rm which was countersunk flush with the
deck. A personnel shelter, of coral cov-
construction, adjoined the rear of the
gun mounds. Immediately behind each of
gun emplacements were well protected and
uflaged ammunition storage bunkers for the
s of ammunition captured with each gun
n the Americans. The command post and look-
point for this battery was situated on high
nd approximately 20 yards behind the east-
nost At about this same distance from

Section 3.—Photographs

PHOTOGRAPHS 1-7

Supporting defenses consisted of tactical wire
in entanglements paralleling the shoreline imme-
diately forward of an anti-tank diteh, both of
which were backed by mutually supporting ma-
chine gun emplacements. These latter were con-
nected by partially covered slit trenches and sup-
ported by a number of individual rifle pits.

According to the Japanese, the only time these
guns were in action was during the raid of 6-7
October 1943 when one of them is said to have
seored a hit on an American cruiser. One gun was
knocked out of action during this raid when an
American shell exploded within the revetment
seriously damaging the gun and killing three of
the crew. During this particular raid, the Jap-
anese were able to fire approximately 100 rounds
from both guns. In subsequent raids, the remain-
ing gun crews were so weak us to be unable to
handle the ammunition.

(Ref. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 20.)
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PHOTO 2

Five-inch coast

rear showing

ul

mound and adjoining personnel shelter

un viewsd from

emplicement atop coral

PHOTO 1
Five-lnch eonstal defense rifles captured by
the Japanese from former Marine garrison og
Wake and emplaced by the Japanese on the
sonth shore of Wake Island.  Looking east.
ward from near shore,

during raid of 6=T October 1143 when Amer|
hell exploded within emplacement.
of gun erew were killed.

PHOTO 3

ge suffered by S-inch gun

1 shell exploded

of gun crew were




PHOTO 5
Interior of personnel shelter in regr o
emplacement showing details of timber ﬁ"n
coral log construction.  The entire e:lmlter"[d
covered by loose coral sand and gravel, 3

PHOTO 8
Damage to dual purpose zun cansed by
aerial bombs. The gun was first dam
October 1943, but was repaired and remi
operationnl until July 1945, when It was
knocked out with irreparable danag
elevating ge: rrom March 1944 until the
final surrend 1 total of 24 crew members
were killed in raids on this and a shmilar
adjacent gun.
(Ref. Annex It, Section 2

o to the

' Map 1, Point 5)

PHOTO 7

ichine gun emy

ommunications t are in high

wind in hack




PHOTOS 15 AND 16

ins located on the
Wilkes
merete

PHOTO 13

Photographs 13 and 14 show two nava) g
inch coastal defense guns located on I"“"“'k'.k
Point. One gun was made inoperative by &
near misses during an air raid in -\hmm-
Although fragments of bombs fajje t‘:
the gun, the amount which Wiz
thrown into the gun emplacement so fonly
up the round-table mechanism that traversing
was impossible, (Ref. Annex B, Section 1

Map 1, Point 16.)

Photopraph 15

316
gun, showing field of

PHOT
View of undamaige
fire.

PHOTO 14

72




PHOTO 22

anese operated Ameriean 3-inel anti-nfr-

ift gun on Wilkés Island

3 This gun was
1ocked out by a shell during the bombardment
of 1 August 1945,

(Hef. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 24 ]

PHOTO 21
Dual-purpose 8 em gun.  This gun wy, i
stroyed by bomb hit scored during the Attark
17 May 194 In addition to knocking gy the
gun, Its crew of 8 was killed,

(Ref. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Paip 1)

PHOTO 24
Photographic view of Navy Headguar-
ters and Admiral’s Cor and Post on Wake
Island. Of heavy timber and steel “17 b=

construction and covered with coral sand, this
A 1,000

structure was never damaged seriously.
pound bomb striking on the north side (Photo
27) did only superficial damage,

=1

PHOTO 23

Strafing damage to twin mount 25 mm, anti-
aireraft gun. Lt Mitina, ITN officer
in command of the four batteries 25 mm.
guns loeated on top of and adjacent to Naval
Headquarters on Wake Island, stated that his
zuns had shot down 10 Ame
run was destroved by a direet bomb hit which
also killed 7 of the cre

(Ref.

1 planes. One

, Point 33.)

]
3
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PHOTO 27
b =ld Command Pr

damag

showing super-
i homb,

fiis rom 1,000-ponr

PHOTO 25

e

——

| PHOTO 28
i- Observation hatehes on top of Admiral’s

mind Post. From this vantage point the ad-
1l directed the defenses of the islind com-
with the central switchboard Delow
of speaking tubes.

PHOTO 26 |

Command post as seen

fr .
from bridge to Peg

ridge to Penle
Island

ABBARN— gl

78



PHOTO 29
Inside main room in base of Admj :
mand Post showing centra] smt,_.h::l
erations table, and speaking tubes, P
heavy timber construction, !fw,,

PHOTO 32
Main power plant. To the left are
tanks of U, S, construction. In the foregroumnd
is a completely destroyed kitchen 1. Notice
the shell hole in power plunt. L : south

2 fuel




i

1
!
PHOTO 33 i PHOTO 35

View of north side of power plant shoyj, Ol water distillery adjacent to main power
hole caused by yvalishell, |. plant. Looking e

(Ref. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 31.)

(Itef. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 3.
|

| |

PHOTO 36

View of Underground Shop Area,
Island.

(Ref. Annex B, Section 2, Map 15

PHOTO 34
Interior of power plant showing damage
caused by naval shell. Note broken steel wall
eolumn.

Wake

Point 6.}



- PHOTO 37
intrance to Underground Shap,
PHOTO 39
Underground Auto Shop and Tire Storage

PHOTOS 4044
Water distillation pli
homb and strafing dar s
built by the Amerien and, after the fall of
Wake in December 6 41, was repaived and
operated by the Japanese, All i
was caused either by the blast and fr
tlon effect of near-misses or by strafl
(Ref. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 28)

: PHOTO 38
L ::-J-{-r-.::--.q:,,] Forge and Metal Shop,
(Ret. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 6,)

mlative

nt wis

s moted
gmentn-

Photo 40
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PHOTO 41

PHOTO 44

PHOTO 42




PHOTO 46

Remains of reinforcedl conerete 1I|'r--u!l||l"|
shelter after suffering direct hit by
bomb ; & of the occupants of this shelter w
killed_
(Ref. Annex B, Sectian 2, Map 1, Point 18, ] )
1

PHOTO 45
Remains of personnel shelter constrieted
fi-inch x 6-inch timber upright and beg

reinforced by steel “I" beams and cow ercd"%j

sheet steel under 4 to 5 feet of coral,
struction of this shelter and the one :111_111

to it résulted in the death of 19 occupants,
(Rel. Annex K, Section 2, Map 1, Point &)

'
3
t
f
I
i
F

PHOTO 48

Exterior of rvinl"""“"i Qi
post, loeated in rear of 2 x-
defense battery on Wake Is I'”“l ~|N“]I"”I' d
tensive ge inflicted by maval ‘-:I“I”.-
This installation which ineluded 1..-| “‘-.-; sy
and data computing instruments, wis
Aged in July 1945, y 18.)

(Ref. Annex B, Seetion 2, Map 1, Point

PHOTO 47
raid shelter which suffered a
a 1,000 pound general purpose
bowb, Four stakes mark the graves of 4 men
whiose hodies T not I-wll removed

(Ref. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 32.)




PHOTO 49 i
Interior of command post and fire control |

center showing effects of hits by naval shells
during riid of July 1945.
(Ref, Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 18))

PHOTO 51

Dnmage to ext reinfor

d conerete

ammunition bunk h or &inch
naval shel

(Rtef. Annex B, Bection 2, Map 1, Point 18.)

PHOTO 50
Optienl range finder empliced on top of

ecommard post and fire control center, gshown
in Photo 49,

PHOTO 52 T
Interior of reinforced conerete ammunition

bunker shown in Photo 51,

Ak




PHOTO 54

PHOTO 53

Photos 53-56 show the former Marine Rach.
elor Officers Quarters at Heel Point on Wake
Island, It was (lestroyed by bombing during
the rald of October 1943, The Japanese util
jzed the top of the steel framework as 4 site
for a radar installation.

(Ref. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 10}

PHOTO 56

a3

PHOTO 55
Note radar in




PHOTO 58

94

PHOTO 57

Photos 57 and 58 show ruins of former pyy,
American Hotel on Peale Island. Most of the
damage evident in these photographs Was
caused by the Japanese during the battle for
capture of Wake in 1341, The conerete deek
of the first floor was used as a rice storuge Ares
and the basement as a4 personnel shelter, Two
shell hits were scored in this structure during
the October 1943 raid killing 80 members of g
Koarean labor battalion who had taken refuge
there, The radar was mounted on top of the
building’s framewor November 1943, and
was never damaged by Ameriean attack. (Ref.
Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 2.)

PHOTO 60
Foundation of the thicd RDF tower de-

Stroyed by blast effect of near miss of G00-
Dound general purpose bowb,

688459—yg—_q

PHOTO 59
tDF

Two remaining
(Ref. Annex B

wers, Wake Island.
n 1, Map 1, Point 11.)




PHOTO 61
Photos 61 and 62 show small extey 4
struetural damage due to roof initiatip o
small bomb (100 pound GP), Torpedo s
vicving building, Peale Island.
(Ref. Annex B, Section 1, Map 1, Polnt 4

PHOTO &4 e
Destruction of reinforeed conerete roof of

Settling tank adjacent to water distillation '—
Dant. Caused by direct bomb hit, »

PHOTO 62

Ls
96 a7



PHOTO 66

98

PHOTO 65
Photos 63 and 66 show 2 revetments Wil
lightly constructed roofing, each containing 1
aerial torpedos.  Both received direct hits dur-
ing the raids of 20 February 1945, and et
totally destroyed.

PHOTO 68

Japanese quarters on Wake.

(Ref. Annex B, Section
4.)

&Ba-\ag.._,m

8

. Map 1, Point

PHOTO 67
Personnel living quarters and shelters as seen
mand Post. The
r the water marks
the site of a former ohservation tower which

fr

i taop of the

crater in the

wiis destroyed by
(Itef. Annex B,

on 2, Map 1, Point 34.)

99
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PHOTO 69
Japanese quarters on Wake,
(Ref. Annex B, Section 2, Map 1, Point 3

PHOTO 7
of typica

0

PHOTO 72

Damnge to i sused by bomb blast from

HEAr miss, probably from instantaneous fuzed

00 or LOOO-pound  bomb,

100
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PHOTO 73
Trocks immobilized because of e

k of spar
parts,

PHOTO 75

PHOTO 76
Camouflaged truck dispersal trench. Effec-
tive use by the Japanese of such dispersal and
Protection saved much of their motor vehicles
from bomb damaze.

PHOTO 74

Garage damaged by S00-pound nedir-miss,




WAy hetween
¢ This damage was
1 by 1,000-ponnd b,
(Ref. Annex B, Ser tion 2,

=, Map 1, Point a6.)

probably enn

104

PHOTO 77
Japanese track showing signs of excelleng
repair and maintenance,

PHOTO 80 :

Strafing attack set fire to eamouflage “l:.“

56 by the Japunese to conceal ']"""'_ ““'_ h’,

Tle fire badly damaged the guns and interior
O the tank in the foreground.




PHOTO 81
Euntrance to underground surgery,
wias made of rei

PHOTO 83
Struotyre

foreed conerete and COVEra|

with 15 feet of coral.
(Ref, Annex B, Section 2, Map 4, Paint &

PHOTO 82
Interior of operating room. The tyhle anil
Hirt of Maring
captured by the Japanese Supplies
fre those obtained from the [
Iy,

the refrigerator wers

S Imen
to the right
S, after .

PHOTO 84

'y left in

s jsland
only dispens ct on the isling

The :

I Stru gty pe decommodated approximately 25
Ditlents,

106
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PHOTO 86
Two cases of malnutrition. These patients were considerad
pot to have marked degree of maloutrition and consequently
were not evacuated by the Jap hospital ship in July 1945,

PHOTO 85
Interior of dis] ry. Note absence of hege
ant medical equipment ; nondeseript articles of
bedding, clothing, ete. In all the structure wyg
foul and dicty and flies were in abundanes,
Sanitary conditions were nonexistent.

PHOTO 87
Picture shows a patient who developed t

nus following an amputation. Location is an
underground wing of a damp and musty air raid
shelter, totally dark and devoid of fresh air.
Little attention was paid to this patient and
literally he was left there to die. While

picture shows the dressing to be white and

clean, it actually wus soiled with purulent
the

seeretions and had not been changed during
4 days the survey party remained at Wake
|l trentment and attitude

This typifies the ger
of Jap medical practice.
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Se?tion 4.—Drnwi.ngs

Typical Bomber Revetment,

Coast Defense Gun Layout,

Headquarters Area, Wake Island,

Admiral's Command Post, (Roof and Floor Plans).
Admiral's Command Post, (Sections and Details).

Typical Fuel Storage, Wake Island,

Underground Shop Area, Wake Island.
Typical Quarters,
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UNDERGROUND SHOP AREA
WAKE ISLAND DWG No, 7

Ref. Ann. B

Sec. 2

Map 1

Point 6
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Summary of Aerial Bombing by Months,
Aerial Bombing (Graph).

Strategic Bombing and Surface Bombardment,
Navy Strikes.

Anti-Aircraft and Coastal Defense Guns,
Transportation.

Japanese Air Strength (Graph).
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