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CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commander, Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT.

- Commander-in-Chief, UNITED STATES FLEET.

Via : (1) Commanding Officer, U.5.S. YORKTOWN, CV1O,
(2; Commander; Task Group THIRTY EIGHT POINT FOUR (ComCarDivSIX).
(3) Commander, Task Force THIRTY EIGHT (ComSECOND CarTaskForFPac.).
(4) Commander, THIRD Fleet.
(5) Commander-in~Chiéf,United States PACIFIC FLEET AND PACIFIC

OCEAN AREAS.
subject: Action Report of Commander, Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT- Air

Operations over HONSHU, aboard U.S5.S. YORKTOWN, during Armistice
Phase. Period 16 lugust to 2 September 1945,

Reference: (a) PagFlt Conf, ltr. 1CL~L5.
(b) ComTHIRD Fleet dispatch 021410 of September 1945.
(¢) ComTHIRD Fleet dispatch 221402 of August 1945,

Ehclosure? :{{? Summary of Sorties, PJ3
/(’C)/Llst of Mrfields.”” ¥4
) List of P,0.W. Camps. /% 4~

) % In accordance with references (b) sid (c) this separate action
report is submitted for the period 16 /veust to 2 September 1945.

Re No squadron ACA-1l Reports are submitted because no action with
the enemy was involved.

3 Ady Group EIGHTY EIGHT's operations during the subject period
consisted of: (a) Combat air patrols over Task Force 38 at sea, over United
States and British Naval forces in and near Segami Wan and Tokyo Bay, and over
Atsugl Airfield: '(b) Photographié and vigual reconnaissance of Honshu Airfields
lying South of 37 North and East of 135 FEast: ( c) Photographic and visual
reconnaisance of prisoner-of-war camps in the above area of Honshu: (d) Dropping
of food, medicines, messages and supplies to the above prisoner=-of-war camps,

, Le  In carrying out the sbove missions this Lir Group flew 902 sorties,
and visited 38 airfields and 29 prisoner=-of-war camps.
| 5e Enclosure (A) consists of a statistical summary of the sorties
{lown, i |
B Enclosure (B) consists of a list of the airfields reconnoitered, |

arFigl
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sists of a list of the prisoncr-of-war camps
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CVG-88
SUMMARY OF SCRTIES FLOWN

COMBAT AIR PATROLS:
T.F. 38 - 166
T.F. 31 - .53
TOKYO B.Y - 88
WFLINT" - 2
ATSUGIL A/F - 67 i
ARAGO CHANNEL - 16 410

SEARCHES & aiweeci o v wilive & o w18
AIRFIEID AND P,O.W. RECCOS . . . 277
MAPHOS & o » «'% o s o % & ¢ 00,0 2
AIR COORDINATORS ¢ ¢« o o s ¢ ¢« « + 8
AIR OBSERVERS: ¢« ¢ o ¢ ¢ s s o o o 5§

]‘JI SC Elntﬂ:r-‘l*"- P‘IEOUS L] II L] L L L] L] L] L] L] L 3

AIR EXHIBITIONS: o o« ¢ o o o0 « #1067




” CVG~88
LIST OF AIRFIELDS RECONNOITRED .
16 August - 2 September 1945

- s S e e e e e e e e e e me G e e B e e s e e e e e e e e mm me mm e R e

2772 KOIZUMI 2777 MATSUYAMA
2798 TATEBAYASHI 2764 K.SHIWA
2781 MOB'RA 2783 NARIMASU
2780 MIYAKAWA 1407 SHOWA

1463 KASHIMA S. S. 1,08 TOYOCX
337 HANEDA 2788 OSAWA

2808 YOKOSUKA 2760 IRUMAGAWA
2797 SHIROI 1406 TOKOROZAWA
1416 MATSUDO 2797 SHIROI
1465 KONOIKE 1404 TACHIK.WA
2756 IKISU 2792 RYUGASAKI
2809 YOKOTA 1466  KASUMIGAURA
2663 KOMATSU 1491 KASUMIGAURL S.S.
14,15 TAKAHAGI 1471, YATABE
2660 KAMAZAWA 2758 IMBA

2794 SIKATO 14,10 EDOGAWA
2795 SHIMAZU 2786 NII JIMA
2765 KATORT 2789 O SHIMA
2768 KITAURA 14,64 CHOSHI

CONFIDENT!

ENCLOSURE (B)




“ CVG-88
LIST OF P.O,W. CANMPS RECONNOITERLD

! 16 August =~ 2 September 1945

- e e = e e R s e R S R S e O EE R s Em e o S e ew S S B e e s s B s R e e e s e

NO. NAE LT, LONG.
G AKASAKA WARD 35=40 139-44,
* 38 FUKAGAVA WARD 35=40 139-50
* 22l TOKYO CAMP #5 35=28 139-38
* 235 UENO PARK 35=42.5 139=46.5
i+ 963 YOKOHAMA YACHT CLUB 35=26 139~40
% 188 SHIBA PARK (teneatively identified) 35-39 13945
H —— No number or name. 35-43 139-,8
T — Across from south end breakwater. 35~28 139-,2
K —— OMIYA TOWN 35=54 139-38
3 Possibly Hitachi line 36=37 140=28

5 o
1

——- Bearing 300°, 6 mi, from #29¢ Yokosuka 35=22,5  139-34
(Look for large buddha shriue on hill
and sharply curving R.R.).

% Bearing 350°, 2 mi, from #317 Haneda on
small island. G 139=44,
146 OFUNA gBears 310°%, 1,5 mi. from YAMANOUCHI 35=20 139=-33
town).
212 TAK ATONOBA 35=42 139-42
36 DENEM CHOFU MONASTERY 35-35 139~42
One camp 1.5 mi, west of ¥f5 KAWASAKI 35-31 139-40.5
248 YAMASHITA #1 bearing 130 1.5 mi, from
YAMASHITA TOWN, 35=22 139-05
—— No number or name. 35=22 139-30

— Aeross river from HITACHI refinery (2
camps, one in valley, the other on hill-

side). 36=36.5 1,0-38

— No number or name 35=45 139-47
—— Vieinity of Ohara, 36=57 1,0~5L
75 KAWASAKT EUHSHO #1, plus 3 Earracks 35~31 139-42

bearing 060°, 1 mi. distant, * Also 1
camp 1.5 mi. west of Camp 75.

138 NARASHINO 35=42 139=59
* 152 OMORI #8 35=35 139=L4 <5
* 189 SHIBAURA DOCKS 35~37 139~45.5
192 SHINAWAWA #1 35-36,5  139-45
239 URAWA 35~51 139-39
e Between OSAVA and NARIMASU; Tall radio
tower west of camp 35-49 139-42

- s S S S B B S M O G S e e e G G S e e s G s e

* Indicates supplies dropped,
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i ® ®
: CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT
¢c/o FLEET POST OFFICE

?AG‘-BB/ NEwW YORK, N. Y. ‘/lrb

Al2

Serlal: .

C=C-N-FoI-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

From: Commender Carrier Alr Group EIGHTY-EIGHT,

To ¢ History Unilt, Op—&&-J—G; Office of Editorial
Research, Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department,

Via: (1) Commander Fleet Ailr, Quonset Polnt,
(2) Commander Air Force, Atlantic Fleet,

Subject? History of Carrier Alr Group EIGHTY-EIGHT
to 31 December 1944,

Reference! (a) Aviation Circular Letter 74-44 of 25 July

1944,
Enclosure: (A) Subject History,
In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (A)

1s submlitted herewlth,

& ,,Q/] 44//@(,0

: A : . B, Searcy ﬁﬁ‘

3 Q {:’ y ‘_.'; _ ! uDr“‘T‘anﬂ.EI‘ GD 5
3! k!

s ‘ | Commander, CAGHBB




CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

C=0=N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

- ——— _——

HISTORY OF

CARRIER ATR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT

PART ONE

( 18 August to 31 December 1944, )

(1) CHRONCLOGY

18 Avcuet 1944 Carrier Ailr Group EIGHTY-EIGHT wae formed
and commlssloned at NAS, Atlantilc City, N,J,, by Commander
Seth 5, Searcy, Jr,, USN,

The three component squadrons had been commigsioned on
15 August 1944, VF-88 ot NAS, Atlantic City, N,J,, VB-88 at
NAS, Wildwood, N.J., and VI gt NAS, Quonset Point, R,I, The
latter squadron moved to NAAF, Martha's Vineyard, Mass,,
shortly after commlssioning, As customary the Group was com-
missioned at the same statlon as the Fighting Squadron, and
these two unlts remelned together until the three squadrons
assembled about mid-way through thelr tralnling perlod.

Commander Searcy assumed command and reported to the Chief
of Navel Operations, vla Commander Fleet Alr, Quonset Point,
Commander Air Force, Atlantic Fleet, and Commander-in-Chief
Atlantic Fleet,

Commander Searcy's home 1s in San Antonlo, Texas, where
he was born,

Also on board at the time of commissioning was the

Admlnistrative Officer, Lieut,Comdr,, Roland Palmedo, USNR,

cIs E

ENCLOSURE (A)
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CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT
¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Plane complements at commlissloning were 36 F6F, 36 SB2C
and 18 TBF, (not including 4 VFN, the pilots for which were
tralning separately and were not attached to the Group during
the initial period of training),

Pilot complements at the time of commissioning were 150%
of the number of planes assigned, plus 10% excess pllots 1if
pogsible,

24 Avugust 1944 Action was Ilnltlated to comply with in-
structions of Commander Air Force, Atlantic Fleet, to increase
VF squadron to 50 aircraft (excluding night fighters) and
reduce VB squadron to 24 aircraft, pilot complements belng changed
from 54 to 75 and from 54 to 36 respectively, (10% excess pilots
not included in each instence), All or a large part of the
additional pllots needed by the VF squadron were to come from
the VB squadron, Actually a total of 14 VB pllots were in

this instance transferred to the VF gquadron,

29 Avgugt 1944 The Recognition Officer, Lieut,Comdr,, Albert
Tilt, Jr,, reported on board,

1Q0 September 1944 The Ordnance Officer, Lieut,(jg), Edward
H, Peterson, USNR, reported on board,
16 September 1944 The Landing Signal Officef, Lieut, (3g),
George D, Carns, USNR, reported on board,
September 1944 The Flight Surgeon, Lieut,Comdr,, David
M, Marcley (MC), USNR, reported on bosrd,

20 September 1944 The A,C,I, Officer, Lleutenant Harvey

-

ENCLOSURE (A)




CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT
¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE

CaO=NaFoI=D_E_N_.T_I-A-L NEW YORK. N. Y,

S, Reynolds, USNR, reported on board,

29 September 1944 The Aviation Equipment Officer, Lieut,
(3g), Chester J, Serkland, USNR, reported on board.

1 October 1844 The Assistant Lending Signal Officer, Lieut,
(Jg), Franklyn L, Williamson, USNR, reported on board,

14 November 1944 The Group Staff, along with Fighting

Squedron EIGHTY-EIGHT, moved from NAS, Atlantic City, N.J., to

NAAF S Otis Fleld, Camp Edwards, lass,

1 December 1944 Bombing Squedron EIGHTY-EIGHT, moved from

NAS, Wildwood, N.J,, to Otis Field,

»

9 December 1944 Torpedo Squadron EIGHTY-EIGHT, moved from

NAAF Hyennls, Mags,, where it had been temporarily located for
speclalized torpedo work, to Otis Field,

1l Pecember 1944 Reorganization of squadrons of the group
commenced 1ln order to revise pllot and plane complements as
directed by Commander, Fleet Alr, Quonset Point, Plane complements
were changed as follows: (a) from 50 F6F=5 to 32 F6F=-5 and 37
F4U-1; (b) from 24 to 15 SB2C, snd (e¢) from 18 to 15 TBM,

1) _December 1944 The Rsdlo-Redar Officer, Ensign Walter

E, Hagnson, USNR, reported on board,

25 December 1944 A despatch was received from Commander
Fleet #ir, Quonset Point, advising that effective 2 January
1945, complements of certain alr groups, including Carrier Air
Group EIGHTY-EIGHT, had been modified to include 36 VF, 36 VBF,
15 VSB and 15 VTB; and directing that on that date VF squadrons

- -
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CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EICHT
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE
C=O0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L NEW YORK. N. Y.

affected be reorganized to include 28 F6F-5, 2 F6F-5E, FE6F-5P,
4 FeF-5N agircraft; and that VBF squadrons (short title "Bom-
fitron" )with same group number be commlssioned with 37 F4U
aireraft (including ComCAG's pleane), VF and VEBF gquadron
pilots are to be feamiliarized in both "Hellecats" and "Corssirs"
wilith approximately 10 hours in each type,.

(Reference is made to the Historles of the component
squadrons for further detalls relating particularly to thelr
units, )

(2) NARRATIVE

Carrier Air CGroup EIGHTY-EIGHT was formed as the Air Group
intended for the U,S.S. ANTIETAM (CV-36), Its origimal composit-
lon wes three squadrons, namely a Fighting Squadron, a Dive-
Bombing Squadron and a Torpedo Squadron, Several changes in the
complement of these squadrons were made during the first four
and one-half months of Squedron and Group Training, ended 31
December 1944, as recounted above, At the end of this perilod
a directive was recelved to form and commlsslon a fourth squadron
of bomber-fighters ("Bomfitron"), as detalled above.

The perlod between the Commissioning of the Group and its
Squadrons and the embarking of the Group on board ship is in-
tended for the development of squadron and group tactleeg,
along with continued practice of gunnery, bomblng, torpedo drop-
ping, night flying, navigation, rocket firing and other prectlces,

and lndoctrination in recognition, survival, aerology, first

i K ENCLOSURE (A)




CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE
CeQ=NeF_I-D_E-N-T-I-A-L NEW YORK. N. Y.

aild, and other subjects, Thls tralning was conducted as
prescribed by ComAirLant Confidential Training Syllabus

seriel 01124 dated 29 June 1943, ComFAlr, Quonset Secret Opera-
tion Plan 2-43 and ComFAir Commissioning Manual for Carrler
Squadrons,

During the first part of this training period, while the
Squadrons were located at different flelds, lndlvlidual exerclses
and squadron tactice were pursued, whereas after the assembly
of the squadrons at Otls Field, the primary emphasis was on
group tactles, wlth ground school 1lndoctrination continued
on an unslackened schedule,

At Otls Field the Group attempted to hold group exercises
on Tuesdays and Fridays, However, unfavorable weather conditions
interfered conglderably both with flying schedulee and the
maintenance and servicing of planes,

While the squadrons were at different flelds, an element
of the ANTIETAM CASD ascembled at each fleld, Personnel were
attached to the local CASU, and assisted the latter in main-
tailning and serviclng the squadron planes, As the squadrons
assembled at Otls Fleld, the CASD elements accompanied them,
and were merged, coming uhder the command of CASU-26,

During the brief period the squadrons have been at Otis
Fileld the handicaps to the maintenance of a close and crowded
schedule of training under locel conditions have been well

demonstrated, Chlef among these obstructions i1s the weather,

=B = ENCLOSURE (A)




CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE
C=O=NeF.I-D_.E-N-T-J-A-L NEW YORK. N. Y.

which throughout New England 1s general and in the Cape Cod
reginn in particular, 1s adverse for flying durlng a long
season from Fall through Winter until Spring, Low cellings,
poor visibllity and hlgh winds which directly prevent flyling
operations account for only a portion of the interference of
weather with maximum accompllishment, Low temperstures, rain
and snow serlously hamnper the proper servicing and maintenance
of alreraft, particularly when hangar space ls 1inadequate

and personnel limited and largely inexperlienced, Snow covered
and lcy runways occaslonally prevent tske-offs and landlngs:?
sea condltions prevent torpedo dropplng practice and carrier
lending practice and qualification, The necessity of making
alrcraft secure for Storm Conditlon A, which occurred five (5)
times during the period 15 November to 1 January, and the

the work of reversing thls process, extended the perliods of
non-flying weather substantlally,

Aside from the direct and indirect interference of the
weather low alrcraft avallablllty caused flight operations to
guffer conslderably, A lack of adequate replacement parts,
small tools, equlpment, faclllities, etc,, was a contributing
factor, Poor materisl condition of F4U aircraft received in
December coupled with the fact that there were no F4U parts
avallable at Otls Field and that the local CASU was unfamiliar
with thls type severely handicapped operations in this type.

Numerous engine changes, due to the fact that 65% of the planes
-‘6-
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CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT

c/o FLEET POST OFFICE
C=O=N-F-TI_-D-E-N-T-I-A-L New YORK. N. Y.

recelved had more than 3756 hours per engine, tended to hold
down availability; and an insufficlent number of engline pre-
heaters delayed morning flights on cold mornings,

During the month of December several conferences were
held between the Alr Group Commander, Squadron Commanders,
CASD Officer, and other Alr Group Officers on the one hand,
and the prospective Executive Officer, Alr Orficer, Asslstant
Air Officer and other officers of the U,5,5, ANTIETAM detall
on the other hand,

Squadrons are required to submit to ComFAir, Quonset
Point semi-monthly progress reports which include the following:
stage of tralning practice or exercise (stated in terms of
number of pllots qualifled ln each exerclse, number expected
to be ready in two weeks, and number expected to be ready in
one month), description of crashes, statistics on flight
operatlons and gunnery, report on physical trainlng, ete,.
Detalled iInformatlon concerning the squadrons during their
tralnlng perlod may be found 1ln these progress reports, as
well as iIn the Squaﬁraﬁa war dlarles and hlstorles,

(3) APPENDICES

(No appendices are attached, 1lnasmuch as the applicable
important portions of directives received have been lncorporated

in the Chronology and Narrative above, and references have

R
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CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT

¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE
C=C-N-F-I_-D_E-N-T-I-A-L New York, N. Y.

been made in the text to the instructlons under whlch the group

is training,)

Feepectfutly submitted,
\1_/ ‘f‘)

Roland Palmedo,
(Lieut,ﬂﬂmﬁP., U.S-E.R¢r)

Historlcal Officer, CAG-88,

ENCLOSURE (A)
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File No. UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET YO
| FLEET AIR, QUONSET POINT |

95 JAN 1945 T iﬁg

. W
FF13-2/A12-1 n {, TILES 05-dae
Serial: LN . Bonm 0 AIR FORCE, ATLANTIC FLEET
(*ONFE 1 O~ , (Administrative)

VINE UL 17t U.S. Neval Air Station
G-Q-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L il _ Norfolk 11, Virginia
SECOND ENDORSEVENT to: A9 / et
CAG-28 conf. 1tr CAG-88/M2 i A [/ Lececfolesr’ Y
Seriel 032 dated 1 January 1945.

From: Commander Air Force, Atlantic Fleet.
To @ The Chief of Naval Operations (History Unit, Op=33-J=6,
Office of Editorial Research).
1 Forwerded. 972
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CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT i S
CAG-88/ c/o FLEET POST OFFICE /1rb
Al2 NEW YORK, N. Y.
Serial: .
C=0=N-F=I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 1- MAR 1945;
From: Commander, Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT,
To : History Unit, Op=-33-J-6; Office of Editoral Research,
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department.
Via : Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet.
Subject: History of Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT from 1 January

to 28 February 1945.
Reference: (a) Aviation Circular letter 74=44 of 25 July, 1944.

Enclosure: (A) Subject History.

Ko In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (A) is submitted
herewith,

L iy
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CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT
¢/o FLEET POST OFFICE

NSYOFomICIY .
CoQuNeFw]wDwk«}«T =T=A=]
HISTORY OF
CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY EIGHT
PART TWO

(1 Janmuary to 28 February 1945)
(1) CHRONOLOGY

2 January 1945 1In accordance with orders received by despatch from ConFAir,
Quonset Point, and BuPers, Bombing Fighting Squadron EIGHTY-EIGHT (VBF=£8 or
"BomFitRon") was commissioned by Lieut.Comdr. Hart, USNR, at Otis Field, Camp
Edwards, Mass,, with brief ceremonies held in the hangar, Lieut. Comdr, Fart
was relieved as Commanding Officer of VB-E8 by Lieut,Comdr, J, S. Elking, USN,
who had been Executive Officer of the squadron, Most of the pilots of the
new scuadron were transferred from VF-88 and one from VB-EE8,

This reconstituted the group with four conponent squadrons, and with
complements of planes as stated in Group History, 28 December 1944.

23 Januery 1945 Mailgram was received from ComFAir, Quonset Point order=

ing Group to depart its present location at Otis Field on or about 10 February
go a8 to arrive IMN,A.5,, Alameda, on 15 February and report to CinCPac, the
Group having tecome a spare group by designation of ComInCh,

26 Jenvery 1945 The Ordance Officer, Lt.(jg) E. H. Peterson, who had been
with the Group since just after its commissioning in August, received orders
detaching him, due to the fact that the Group staff complement did not provide
for an Ordnance Officer.

5 February 1945 A large majority of the officers and certain of the

enlisted personnel departed to return their families to their homes, or to visit

home for a few days en route to Alameda.

—

10 February 1945 A special Troop Train with the majority of the enlisted

-1-‘
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CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE

C=Q=NeF=I-D-E=N-T=I-A-L MW HOBRNOYX

men and a small number of officers departed Otis Field, Lieut,Comdr., Tilt, Staff
Recognition Officer, was senior officer on board,

15 February 1945 The officers and men travelling under individual orders

reported to CinCPac at Alameda.

16 February 1945 The Troop Train, which had been sent over a circuitous

route and delayed, arrived at Oakland and personnel ahoard reported to CinCPac
at Alameda.

18 Februvary 1945 The Group embarked as passengers on a CV,

20 Febrvary 1945 CV departed Alameda,

24 February 1945 CV arrived Pearl Harbor, A majority of the officers

proceeded immediately to NAS, Hilo, by transport plane,

25 February 1945 The remainder of the officers and the enlisted personnel
proceeded by transpcrt planes to N,A.S., Hilo, except two officers and five
men, who accompanied the Group's Gear on the U.S.S, SWAN (AVP),

26 February 1945 The U,S.S, SWAN arrived at Hilo Harbor, This small AVP
could stow only about half the personal luggage in her hold. The remainder of
the personal gear, and all the squadron and group boxes and crates: were stowed
on deck along the bulwarks from bow to stern, on the fantail and on the boat
deck, On account of the low freeboard and inadequate tarpaulins, the equipnment
was badly soaked by roush seas and heavy rains, doing considerable damage to
the wide variety of contents.

Flight and ground training was promptly resumed under what promiged to be
better weather conditions and more adequate facilitles,

(NOTE: Reference is made to the Histories of the component squadrons for

.2-




CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT

C=0=N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A=L ¢/© FLEET POST OFFICE /1rb
Nswodoxrodioy .

further details relating particularly to their units,)

(2) NARRATIVE

Training, During January and until 5 Februvary flight training was pressed,
against extremely adverse weather conditions and inadequate facilities, in acord=-
nance with the training directives of ComAirlant and ComFAir, Quonset Point,

The handicaps imposed by the weather, described in the last paragraph of page
5, of Fart One of this War Diary, aprlied with increased effect during this
training pericd,

Perticular emphasis during this period was put on day and night carrier
qualifications, air support training at the Impact Area, Ayer Field, and rocket
firing, Up to 21 Jamuary, pilots of the Group had made a total of 1349 carrier
landings with only 17 instances of material damage, and no serious personal
injury.

Ground Training was continued, with particular emphasis on recognition,

Reorganization The two December revisions of the complement of the group

involved the following changes: a VBF squadron was added to the group, with a
complement of 36 FAU type aircraft and 54 pilots; the VF squadron, which had
been increased to a total of 73 aircraft (36 F6F-5 and 37 F4U-1) in mid-December,
was reduced to 36 F6F-5 at the end of the month with proportionate changes in
pilot complement;the VB squadron was reduced to 15 aireraft, less than half its
original size, the pilot complement being reduced from an original 5L7t0 23,

By - products of these changes were the following: the creation of new
squadron at a time when the original squadrons had four-and-a-half months of

training, with the result that this squadron was far behind the others in train-
ing and organization; the assignment of many pilots tc the new squadron who had

3




CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY-EIGHT

C=0-N=-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A=L ¢/0 FLEET POST OFFICE /1rb
s o) ey ned

never flown F4U type planes, such pilots being in the majority, and of some
pilots who had never flown fighter planes of any type before; a lowering of
the esprit-de=-corps and ambition of the pilots and other personnel of VB=88
to whom it seemed that successive reductions were bringing the squadron toward
the vanishing point, and who suspected that their efforts to acquire a specialized
technique were likely to prove futile, as they had for the many squadron-mates
who had previously been transferred out of the gquadron and out of the type; a
discouragement to the pilots transferred out of the squadron and group, who
reverted to a pilot pool; and a general disruption of the training program, which
had progressed in a steady and coordinated fashion in spite of the handicaps
of weather and facilities previously referred to,

It is realized that changes in complement of planes by types, and therefa e
in complemert of pilots, as between squadrons, are dictated by tactical ccnsider-
ations, and that time is of the essence in bringing them about, The points mentioned
in the peragraph above are brought out in order to emphasize some of the incidental
effects of such changes, so that by taking them into consideration, their desrup-
tive or démoralizing effect mey be avoided or held to a minimum,

(Notes: Reference is made to the semiemonthly progress reports of the
squadrons for this period, submitted to ComFAir, Quonset Point, for further details
and comments, as well as to the Squadrons war diaries and histories,)

(No documentation is inecluded as the sense of applicable portions of directives

received have been incorporated in the narrative above, to the extent required., )

(3) APPENDICES

letter of commendation end citation was received from Commander Air Force,
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CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHTY EIGHT
CVG-88/ c-0 FLEET POST OFFICE,
Al2 SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Serial: 0176
25 October 1945,

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commander, Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT.
History Unit, Op=33=J=6, Office of Editorial Research,

To ¢
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.

(1) Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet.

Via @
(2) Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet.
Subject: History of Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT, from 1 June to
25 QOctober 1945.
Reference: (a) Manual for Historical Officers, (Navier 00-250Q-26).
(b) Fleet Air Wast Coast Conf. ltr. No. 15-45.
(¢) ComCVG~-28 Conf. ltr. Serial: O46 of 1 June 1945,
to History Unit.
Enclosure: (A) Action Report of ComCVG-88 aboard U.S.5. YORKTOVWN,

1 July to 15 August 1945, without enclosures.
(B) Action Report of ComCVG-88 aboard U.S.S. YORKTOUN,

16 .""".ugllst to 2 Sept- lg-'{lv5-

1, Reference (c) carried the history of Carrier Air Group

EIGHTY EIGHT up through 31 May 19,5, on which date the Group and component
squadrons were located at N.A,B, “arpi Point, Saipan. In accordance with
the instructions of reference (a), submission of histories was discontinued,
during the period the Group was ship-based. This letter is being submitted

in accordance with reference (b).

2e CHRONOLOGY

10 June 1945 = Group embarked as passengers on U.S.S.
MAKASSAR STRAIT at Saipan.
16 June 1945 = U.S.S. MAKASSAR STRAIT arrived Leyte Gulf.,

17 June 1945 - Group transferred from U.S.5. MAKASSAR

STRAIT to U.S.S. YORKTOMN for operations.

23 October 1945 - Orders received to disembark and decom-
mission Group and component squadrons, which orders are in process of being

carried out as of the date hereof.

(Reference is made to the histories of the component
squadrons for further details and comments.)

3. Enclosures (A) and (B) arefi:Z?i;::7 hergwith.
.,-.é’)_ ,/V
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CONFIDENTIAL - Jan Francisco, Calif,,
12 September 1945,

From: Commander, Carrier /iir Group EIGHTY-EIGHT.
T 3 Commander-in-Chief, UNITED STATES FLEET.
Via @ (1) Commanding Officer, U.%.S. YORKTO"N, CV«1O.

(2) Commander, Task Groun THIRTY EIGHT POINT FCUR (ComCarDivSIY).

(3) Commander;, Task Force THIRTY EIGHT (ComSECOND CarTaskForPac.).

(4) Commander, THIRD Flect,

(5) Commander~in-Chief, UNITED STATES PLCIFIC FLEET AND PACIFIC
OCEAN LREAS.

Subject: ACTION REPORT of Commander, Carrier /ir Group ZIGHTY EIGHT, Air
Operations against SHIKOKU, HONSHU and HOKK.IDC, aboard U.3.S.
YORKTOVIN = Period 1 July to 15 .ugust.

Reference: = (a) PacFlt Conf. ltr. 1CI~L5,

Enclosure: (A) 2CA=1 Reports Nos. 1 = 36 of VF-£2,
(B) ACA=1 Reports Nos. 1 = 43 of VBF-32,
(C) ACA=1 Renorts Nos. 1 = 17 of VB=8%,
(D) ACA-1 Reports Nos. 1 - 17 of VT-88,
(E) Summary of Combat Record of Carrier 'ir Croup EIGHTY-EIGHT.

i PRELIMINARY.

These were CVG-83is first combat orera:ioas. The Croun was com=
missioned 15 ‘ugust 1944, /fter training at various "typz fields" on the east
coast the squadrons first assemiied as a group at N.,/./.i., Otis Field, Camp
Fdwards, Mass., on 1 December anc¢ underwent group trairing at that field until 1
February 1945 when they departed for the west coast. /riiving at Pearl Harbor
from San Francisco on the U.S.S. INTREPID on 24 February, the group at once
went to N.A.S. Hilo, Hawaii, and was based there for furiher treining until the
end of April. On 27 /pril the group embarked on the U.S.35. CURTID for transp-
ortation to N./..B. Yarpi Point, Saipan, where it was based for four weeks and
then embarked on the U.S.S. M/KiSS/!R STR/IT for transportation to San Pedro
bay, Leyte, P.I., arriving there on 16 June, 1945,

I, EMBARKATION and SORTIE

The group embarked on the U.S.S5. YORKTOWN at Leyte on 17 June,
1945. On 27 June the ship sortied for a one-day operation for the purpose of
landing its Corsairs from the beach and familiarigzing pilots with its flight
deck procedure. On 1 July the YORKTO'N, as pzrt of T.G. 38.4, sortied from
San Pedro Bay for the subject operations, in accordance with C.T.G, 38.4 Op~=
Order 4=45.

i OPER/TIONS EN ROUTE TO TARGET ARE.,

From' 1 to 9 July, while the Tesk Group was en route to the launck-
ing point for D=-Day, the .ir Group conducted routine patrols and training exer-
cises, including a dress rehearsal for the D-Day flight schedule. One SB2C,
and one FG-1D were lost due to operational causes. No personnel were lost. ’
Both planes were replaced from the Replenishment Group prior to D-Day.
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12 September 1945.
CONFIDENTILL

“ubject: ACTION REPORT of Commander, Carricr .ir Group EIGHTY~-EIGHT, Air
Operations against SHIKOKU, HONSHU and HOKKAIDO, aboard U.S.S.
YORKTO'N = Period 1 July to 15 /ugust,

L . T T e I I e T T T T T S —

IV, ATTACK ON TOKYO ARE!. AIRFIELDS- DOG DAY (10 July).

The primary mission was thc destruction of enemy A/C, airborne and
on the ground. The airfields attacked were: KONOIKE, SHIROI, KCKOD:., K ASUMIC-
AURA, KATORI, TOKOROZAWA and IMBA. No airborne enemy planes were encountered.
Rockets and VT fuzed fragmentation bombs were employed against grounded A/C,
which werce so widely dispersed and well comouflaged that it was extremely dif-
ficult, cspecially for pilots with no previcus expericnce in this type of
concealment, to sec them or select a point of aim from above L000', at which
altitude it was necessary to release bombs in order for the VT fuzes to arm,
This was not due to lack of information as to location of dispersal areas,
for pilots had bcen thoroughly briefcd on this subjcet and carried overlays and
photographs of these areas. They also were informed of the latest available
plane count on each fieldy and specific areas, and even particular revetments,
were assigned as targets in carcfully mede tactical plans. However there was
no way of knowing just where individual planes would be locoated on that part-
icular day, and in sever-~l insteonces an assigned field was exemined and passed
over in favor of an alternate field because no planes could be secn on the
former. Later inspection of photographs taken on the same flight often showed
a considerable number of planes cleverly dispersed and hidden, but in no case
were these photographs available to a subsequent flight atticking the same
field, On a one-day strike, this is inevitablc for the first threc flights,
but as for the last three flights there will normally be no reason why they
should not have the benefit of photos bLaken on the earlier flights. Conversely,
the fields attacked in the morning can be photographed in the afternoon for
purposes of damage assessment. In this way both nhoto hops will have a definite
tactical velue. The maximum value of this procedurc will be realized, how=-
ever, only if the photo pleanes are besed on the same ship as those planes com—
posing eweeps and strikes, thercby enabling pilots on thc latter actually to
see the pictures of the planes assigned them as targets. It is felt that a
pilot who has certain knowledge that there tre one or more planes in a certain
revetment, and who knows what they look like, will see them more easily and
will press home his attack more effectively than will a pilot who is merely
assigned a certain numbered revcetment as a point of aim.

The characteristics of the VT fuzes used on these strikes render it im-
possiblc to claim certain damage or destruction to more then 2 few sircraft,
and so they arouse little pilot enthusiasm. There were several instances where
pilots thought that bombs so fuzed exploded at altitudes of from 1000 to 3000
feet, prcsumably as a result of falling close together, and there was suspicicn
without confirmation, that Ens. Emhoff's corsair, which crashed in flames,
was destroyed by such a bomb rether than by flak. llowever in the opinion of
most pilots the fuzes performed as intended #nd detonated 50 to 100 feet above
the ground - effectively it is hoped.

In at least one instance, notebly Strike C-2, target changes were ordercd
Just before take-off end flights were ordered to attack fields which had not
been previously assigned as their targcts, instead of the fields on which
their briefing and atlack plans had been concentratcds It is felt that this
should be avoided, in the absence of some impelling reason. In the case of
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12 September 1945,
CONFIDENTILL

Subject: ACTION REPORT OF Commander, Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT, fir
Operations against SHIKOKU, HONSHII and HOKK.IDO, aboard U.S.S.
YORKTO"N = Period 1 July to 15 lugust.
Strike C=2 the attack was diverted from Kasumigaura A/F, where a most careful
assignment of targets had been made and where thgre were a known 109 aircraft,
to Konoike A/F where t!icre were only 40 - 50 planes. This air group had no
D-Day photos of Konoike (which presumably had been photographed by some other
air group) nor was it among the six =lternative fields whieh had been assigned,
and studied, as targets for the strike,.

Two planes were lost to flak on the day's operations - one Corsair and
one Helleat. The Corsair pilot went down in flames over thce tecirict. The Hell=-
cat pilot ditched near the task force and was rescued.

A summary of the day's operations is as follows:

Sorties: Offensive - 122, Photo -~ '@, Patrols - 46, Total - 186,

Bombs Dropped: 46.3 tons,

Rockets Launched: 140, |

Own Losses to Flak: 1 Corsair and pilot, 1 Hellcat.

Damage from Flak: 3 Hellcats, location unknown, 1 Corsair at
Tokorozawa, 1 /venger and 1 Corsair at Fasunlgaura, Total 6.

Ships Sunk: 1 Sugar Dog. :

Enemy fircraft DGStPDJ&d on Ground: 3 at Konoike, 3 at Shiroi,
Total 6 .

Enemy lircraft Damaged on Ground: 5, plus an unknown mumber out' of
10 in revetments saturated with bombs, at Konoike, 3 at Kokoda,
unknown number out of 40 in revctments saturated with bombs at
Kasumigaura, Total 8, plus possible 50 additional,

Ground Installations Damaged: 1 Hangar each at Katori, Shiroi, Imb-
and Tokorozawa, Total 4 Hangars.

V. ATTACKS /AGAINST SHIPPING AND GROUND INSTALLATIONS ON HOKK/IDO AND
NORTHERN HONSHU ~ DAYS- XRAY AND XRAY PLUS ONE DAYS (1i-15 July)

Following the strikes ageinst the Tokyo Plain airfields on 10

July, the Task Force retired to the north-cast and fueled on the llth, On the
12th it was again underway to attack Hokkaido. During these two days the air
groups operations werc limited to routine combat air patrols, of which ninete-
en were flown, At 033C on the 13th (X day) the YORKTOYN was at the launching
point, ready to launch the first flight., However, thick fog blanketed the wholc
force and remained throughout the day. !'» air operations werc possible and the
Force Commander accordingly re-designated the l4th as X Day and ordered attacks

to be carried out on that day in accordance with the original schedule.

On the 1l4th the weather was still thick but the ceiling hed lifted to
1200 feet near the force and Sweeps A=l and B-l :nd Strike C-1 were launched
according to schedule, The ceiling lowered to zero as the plancs approached
the target and it was necessary to c¢l’mb through the overcast., On Strike C=1
Lieut, Commander Richard E., Crommclin's plene collided with another, at low
altitude, during such a ¢limb and he has bcen missing since, without trace.

The primary targets assigned werec rircraft and airfields, with shipping
and the coke ovens of the Muroran Iron Vorks as alternate targets. The fog was
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12 September 1945.
CONFIDENTTAL

Subject: ACTION REPORT OF Commender, Cerrier Air Group EIGHTY EICHT,
Air Operations against SHIKOKU, YONSHU and HOKKAIDO, abosrd
U.S.S. . YORKTOWN = Period 1 July to 15 August, 1945.
so thick over southwest Hokkaido that none of the assigned airfields could be
found nor attacked. The coke ovens were reassigned as battleship bomberdment
targets. This left shinping as the sole remaining target. There were suffici-
ent holees in the overcast at !uroran and Hakodate Harbors to permit mest-
head or shallow gliding attacks on the considerable number of 1'V's, DD's DE's
PF's, luggers and Sugar Dogs which were present. /dditicnal targets of op-
portunity were railroad locomotives encountered on the line running along the
coast of Uchuin Bay. Vany of them were destroyed or damaged by strafing and
rockets,

In view of the fact that the airfields were closed in, the second
series of sweeps were cancelled, though the second strike was launched end
attacked shioping.

On the 15th (X # 1 Day) the weather was somewhat imnroved, though
still heavily overcast, with great petches of fog, and launching of sweevs and
strikes, according to plan, was begun at 0328 and continued thkrough the day.
Launchings were made at average renges of 211 miles from jurcirer, which meant
that the distance to the assigned targets at Otaru wes between 240 and 250
miles. All flights were airborne for more than five hours. Lt.(jg) Odom and
Ensign Crumbo, who were cirecling a downcd pilot, landed after 6 hours, 39 min-
utes in F6F's, But Lt.(jg) Roberts and Eng. Downing, also cireling downed
pilots, set the record by remeining in the air for 7 hours, 35 minutes in
“G-.].Dfﬁt

Otaru Bay, which was helf covercd fram NE to ST by & solid fog-
bank -roved to be a flak trep, the flak coming from shore batteries and also,
with great accuracy, from frigetes and other armed vessels in the harbor.
Flak batteries took full advantage of the restricted course and limited
altitude imposed on planes by the low overcast and cneroaching fog bank. Two
Corsairs and one Hellcat were shot down over the bay, as well es one Shangri-
la chicken., None of the pilots were saved. One crashed in flames, one drowned
after getting out of his plene at low eltitude and two are presumably prisoners
of war since they were left drifting in rafts. No rescuc was effected by
cruiser seaplanes which were sent to their air, but which for some reason
never arrived, though the pilots in the water werc constantly circled by rel-
ays of friendly fighters for over 7 hours.

The two days of operations at Hokkaido cost iAir Croup 88 a Souadron
Commander, three other pilots and six aircraft, ncarly 211 of which losses
were directly or indirectly attributable to thc wecather,

A summery of the two-day operatiors is as follows:

Sorties: Offensive sweeps and strikes - 154, Photo = 39, Search -
L, Patrols - 80, Totel - 277.
Bombs Dropped: 61,3 tons.
Rockets Launched: 398,
Own losses: 3 Hellecets end 2 pilots, 2 Corscirs and 2 nilots,
1 Avenger., |
Ships Sunk: 1 old DD, 1 D&, 6 Luggers, 4FTC, 13 SD, 1 Fishing

—
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: ACTION REPCRT of Commander, Carricr Air Croup FIGHTY-EICHT
tir Operations Ageinst SHIKOKU, HONSHU and HOKKAIDO, eboard
U.S5.S. YORKTO'N =~ Period 1 July to 15 August .1945.

boat, 2 Tugs, 1 "TD, 1 Trawler, 1 SAS,
Ships Dameged: 2 PF, 4 FTC, 2 FID, 8 Luggers, 1 FTB, 1 Smell WV,
1 Fishing Boat, 10 SD, 1 SBS, 1 3AS, 2 Trawlers,
1 Tug.
Ground Targets Destroyed: 24 Locomotives, 2 Radar instellations,
St res, 4 Highway Bridges, seversl small
buildings.
Ground Targets Damaged: 5 Locomotives, "fanishi Iron orks and Coke
Ovens, Wanishi Reilroad Yards, Sarawa
Barracks, COgifushi RR Bridre, Factory at
Tomakomai, ".crge Building in Hekodate, Pulp
Mill end 1aper Tactory at Tomakomai, Control
To 'er 2t Sepporo A/?, "actory and 'Terehouse
at Iwanazawa, Roundhousc ot Tekeikewa, Light-
house at Shiya Saki, "'archouse at Fodomari.

VI.  ATTACKS ON TOKYO AREA ATRFI'IDS AND ACAINST BB "NAGATOW AT YOKOSUKA

e e i W W B S W o me

NAVAL BASE - XRLY PLUS THREE D/Y ( 18 JULY),

. i — e ———_ 2

iLfter retirement from the Yokkeido area on the evening of July 15
the Task Force spont the léth refueling, snd re¢plenishing its airereft. Air
Group 88 received as renlacements six Hellcets, onc SB2C and one TE!, During
the night of the 16th the Task Force mede ite high specd run=in to the
launching point for thc first fighter sweep on the 17th.

At 0350 (Item) on the 17th the Task Group bore 248°, 129 miles from Konoik:
Airficld in the Tokyo plain arca, and Sweccp /-1 was launched zccording to plen.
Tt arrivcd over thc target arca to find a solid overcest stecked up from the
deck to 12,000 feet, It was unable to make any sort of attack and returned to
base. Swecp B=1 found conditions cven worsc at OLL5 ond was oblig:d to turn
back before reaching thc target area . The remcining swecns agrinst airficlds
and thc strikes ageinst the BB NAGATO ot Yokosuka Navel Bese were therefore
defcrred, and & weathcr hop was sent in from the night carricr. l.canwhile rein
sct in, the wcather worscned and at 1230 all further sweeps and strikecs were
cancelled, CTF 38 announced his intention of carrying out his X £ 3 Day nlsn
on the following day, the 18th. Sorties ."or the doy were: Off'cnsive = 24. Photo
- l,, Patrols = 4O, Total 68,

The morning of 18 July wes 2 repctition of that of the 17th. Lerly Flight
Muarters was at 0250, and apein pilots were reedy to man nlencs to carry out
the scheduled air opcretions. However thce weat' r was still thick, with fog,
low cciling poor visibility and occasionsl rain, The lesunching of Sweeps -1
and B-1 agrinst the Tokyo Ploin airfic’ds, ond of Strike C-1 ageinst the
"NAGATO" at Yokosuks, were successively deforred and pilots put in Condition
13, ncnding report from a special weather flizht which hed been launched to
investigete and report the weather at thc targets. The weeather plenes reported
imoroved weather and increased ceilin~ uver the trrects. Sweeps A=1 ond B-l
and Strikc C=l were ordercd to be armed and launched as soon #s possible. The
sweeps took off ot 1125 ~nd 1250, coch consisting of 12 Hellcats or Corsairs,
~rmed with four HVAR, They attacked ground:d aircraft and a2ir instell-tions et
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject:  ACTION REPORT of Commender, Carrier /iir Group EIGHTY-EIGHT,

Air Oporations apainst SHIKOKU, {ONSHU snd HOKKAIDO, aboard

U.5.5. YORKTOWN - Period 1 July “o 15 lfugust 1945.
KLSHIVA, KATCRI, KOMNOIKE and KASUI'IGAUR! Airfields. Flak was accurate.
Enemy aircraft were degessed and thoroughly ~amouflaged and dispersed, so that
the number of planes definitely destroyed by burning wes much smeller than had
been hoped. Rockets damaged or destroyed som: eir instellations. Put the exper-
ience of this dey ond of the 10th mede it apnarent that in the Tokyo srea, and
presumebly throughout the Jananese home. islands, the completc destruction of
all airecreft ~nd installations on a given ficld can no longer be expected to
be accomplished without unduc losscs except by throwing overwhelming power
ageinst onc ficld at 2 time, knocking out its . A defenses ond air instelletior
by coordinated, coneentrated attack, and thercby cnabling VI to search out and
burn hidden nlancs with minimum altitude strafing. In this day's cttack, which
rosulted in only four groundcd cnemy eireroft certainly destroyed by burning,
two Corsairs were lost = one disintegreted by a dircet hit by heavy fA over
Katori and thec other missing ovcr Kashiwa,

Strike C-1; consisting of 11 FéF, 15 TEF" and 15 SB2C, each cerrying one
1000:# G,P, bomb, took off with similar flishts from cach carrier in the Tosk
Force, at 1330 to attack the BB NAGATO, Interpretation of photos tekon by
carrier plancs on the 10th had shown very heavily concentre=t d /4 dcfenscs at
the Yokosukz Nevy Vard, Therc was also - {lak ship lying ncar the NAGLTO dir-
cctly on the line of pull-out. Thesc heavy defenses, plus the fect that the
ship, lying dockside, could be ef“cctively rttacked only from within a 90°
ouadrant on the port becam, made thc target look like a flek trap end it was
feared that casurltics would be heavy, However » magnificent attack by CVG-85
on the AL\ nositions with frrgmentotion bombs, ~n¢ on the flsk ship with tlousend
nounders, disruoted the AL fire suffiecicntly to eneble EIGHTY LIGFT's plznes
to priss home their sttack ageinst the NAGATC without losing a plane. The attack
was commenced at 12,000 fect, in stucp dives, all plenes diving clean, at very
high spced, end pilots were most cnthusiastic about the coordination cnd suc=
cess of the attack. VT and VB werc able to obscrve that they had made a total
of seven hits, and two misscs closc cnourh to heve the ‘desired mining effeect,
but further obscrvation was imnossible sincc the ship was obscured from sight
by clouds of smokc. Lvaluation of thc cxtent of the damage cen only be doter-
mined by post—=attack photogravhs. ‘mong the nictures taken by combzt eircrewmen
during their pull-outs onc shows o dircet hit on the stcrn at the moment of
imnact, In the others the ship is hidden by smoke. Damage to ncarby installat-
ions in the navy yard from misses is olso indiceted, In spite of the" fact
thot weother permitted only one strikc ageinst thc lNegato to be made, instead
of thc planned two strikes, the attack must be considercd to have been highly
successful from the vicwpoint of this /ir Groun, within thc obvious limitat-
ions of thec bombs cerried, sincc 1000# G.P. bombs clcarly will not penctrate
bottleship armor, though they mcy be exnceted to cruse demage topslde and to
thc supcrstructurc.

A summery of thc days operctions is as follows:

Sortics: O fcnsive - 65, Photo - 8, Patrols - 12, Total 85.
Bombs Dropped: 20 Tons,

Rockets Lrunched: 72.

Own Losses: One Corsair ond ‘'ilot Lost.
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CONFIDENTIAL
Subjeet: #CTICH RAPORT of Commender, Carricr iir Group EICHTY-EIGHT,

tir Cperetions ageinst SHIKCKU, HONSHU and HOKK.IDO, ab *rd
U.S.5. YORKTO'N ~ Period 1 July to 15 Jugust 1945.
Own Flrk demoge: 1 Helleat over Konoike, 4 Corseirs over Katori
1 Helldiver ~nd 1 /venger over Nagrto.

Ship Damaged: BB Nagato by ot lcast scven hits out of 40 1000:*
G.P. dropped, extent of demarc unknown, shio obscurcd
by flamc and smoke,

/Areraft Damaged on Ground: 4 ot Konoike,

Ground Targcts Destroyed: 3 Locomotivcs.

Ground Targets Demeged: 1 Locomotive, 2 Hrongnrs at Honoike, Navy

Yord installations at Yokosuka.

VII RETIREMENT /ND REPLENISHMENT (19 = 23 JULY).

Lt the conclusion of air operrtions on 18 July the Task Force re-
tired, rcfueled ond renlenished its eireraft at sea, consuming the 19th, 20th
and 2lst of July in so doing. /ir Croup 88 rcccived as renlacements four FG-1D
~ireraft, On 22 July Commander Task Force 38's On Order 3-45, ordering & further

rics of 2ir operrtions ageinst the Jepanesc homelend, was received s2nd dur-
ing th t day and the 23rd the Task Force was underway for the lsunching point.
The 'ir Group's oncrations during thc period 19-~23 July consisted of 83 sorties
of which 28 were air petrols, 54 were cxcrecises end 3 were utility flights.

VIII. ATTACKS /GLINST VESTERN HONSHU _.TRFIELD3, NAVLL VESSELS LT KURE

---J--F\-i---—--l--lrl-i-ﬂ- R S

NAVAL BASE, SHIPPING IN M..IZURU LU 'ND_TSURUG/. HZRBCRS - ZBLE /1D
B/KER D! xs (2L = 25 JULY).

On 24 July (ible Day) the weather over Honshu and Shikoku greatly
hampered opcretions and prevented several flights from attacking their EuSigﬂﬁd
targets, UbllFlﬂg them to attack either secondery tergets or mere targets of
opportunity. Since thc weather tended to be better along the coast, more than
onc sweep whose orimary target was aircraft and airficlds found itself attack-
ing coastwise shipping, instead, as the only rcveilable target. .ind those sweeps
which did reach ~nd attack sirficlds found that their cxtreme distance from the
launching point and the short time nallotted for making the flight left them
with insufficicnt time over the terget in which to ferret out cleverly con-
cecled and dispersed plincs and meke effeetive ottacks on them, One nass at
L4000 = 5000 fcet or occassionrlly two passes were all that the aveileble time
permitted. The VT fuzed frog bombs, which had to be relcased a2t above 4000
feet to arm, and then offered danger to low-{lying nlanes through influence
detonation, tended to rirevent pilots from nressing home the low-level strafing
attacks which werce ond are nccessary to destroy dispersed eirceraft, In fact,
where time permits only onc pess, the VI fuzc makes low straiing imnossible.

It is feclt thet rockets would be more suitable arm-ment ageinst dispersed air-
craft.

ABLE Day'!s operrtions consisted of four fighter sweceos and two VF - VB -
VT strikes. The carly morning sweep found 1iho '‘rfield, on the north shore of
'onshu, entirely closed in, as werc 2ll other fields in that erea. The swcep
attempted to reach its secondary tergch ares near Osaka, but found the time
too short and so was obligcd to rcturn to bose, expending its bombs on wherves

_?_




o

cve-ge/ . . C/RRITR /IR GROUP '*::IGQ-EEHT . /Irb
A8 |

12 September 1945.
CONFIDENTI'L

ubjeet: ACTION REPORT of Commender, Carricr «ir Group EIGHTY-ZIGHT,

;ir Operations agoinst SHIKOKU, HONSHU and HOKK..IDO, aboard

U.S«Se YORKTO'N -~ Period 1 July to 15 i‘ugust, 1945.
on the southcrn coast rother theon jettisoning them ot sez. The ceiling lifted
for subsequcnt swccps, however, ond they succceded in reaching the attacking
Hanshin, ITtami, ¥ineji, Yonago and 1iho .irficlds. Few aircraft were scen and
it was not until photogrohs, tcken on thesc ilights were printed that lerse
numbers of nlrnes were spotted, well hidden ond disperscd, cxpecially at /ragawn
and Miho., Unfortunately, the pictures werc availeble too late to permit pilots
on the lzst two sweceps to cxamine them, 2lthougih en unscceessful attempt was
made to divert the lest sweep to /ragawa aftcr it had devoerted for the target.,
This agein voints up the desirability of nlenning the carly photographic mis-
sions so that their results will be availeblc to pilots, on the samc ship, who
arc to attack the seme ficlds on later swecps.

Two strikes were launched agrinst navel vessels at Kure Navel Base, where
the BB Herun~ ond the CL Oyodo vere assigned as the tergets of this air group.
The Oyodo's position wes known, but the Horuna's was not. No scperote search
for her hod becen ordcred end there was no time to conduct one by plrnes cf the
strike., Heavy ../ was intense and eccurote over the herbor srea, which was
covered by broken clouds so thet orientrtion was difficult and terscts herd to
identify. The first stiike did not sisht the Herune et all but made its attack
on the Oyodo, which was in her expected nosition, #nd on the Tone, which was
disoovered anchored necarby. Six hits wer: scored on the Ton. sn?! eleven on the
Ovodo. Returning from this strike the first airborne onposition encountered by
this air groun was met, It consisted of eight or ten Jacks waiting over Pungo
Svido, who jumped two VF. Two Jacks wcre shot down, Cne of the FéF's is missing.
Three other of our plenes were lost in the attack on the Tone, due to flek. Cne
nilot was rescued from within 5 miles of Kobe harhor, by a dering Dumbo see~
lene. The second strike attacked the old BR & ttsu (now disermed ond classifi-
ed 28 an/G), under the impression that it wes the elusive Haruna. Several hits
were scored but only superficisl damrge was observed from the G.P, bombs. Ongc
Corsair pilot was lost in a mid-air collision with & plenc from the Shangri-~la,

summory of the day'!s operstions is as Tollows:

Totel Sortics:~ 191 (offcnsive = 125; lir Patrols =52; Jeath r = 2:
Rascue - 12)

Bombs Dropped - 56.3 Tons.

Rockcts Lﬂ.uﬂﬂh(}d - 6? HU:LR*.

Areraft Lost to enemy action: 2

AMrcraft Lost Operctionally: 4.

Pilots Lost: 3. 3

Downed Pilots rescucd: 3.

Wounded: 1 :ircrewmen.

Ships Sunk: 2 Suger Dogs, 2 Luggcrs,

Shipes Damaged: 5 Sugar Dogs, 1 Treuwler, 1 Surer "ble Sugar,
2 Sugar Baker Sugers, 1 Tere Beker, 1 Fox Tere Char-
lie, ..G SETTSU, CL Cyodo, CVL HOSHO, C.. TCNE,

Airborne ircraft Destrovcd:2 Jacks, 1/2 Oscar (jointlw with

Cowpens Ci.P).

Ground A/C Destroyed - 5.

Grounded ../C Probably destre, cd: 1,.

Grounded !/C Demeged: 15.
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Ground Torgets Destroyed: ° .2 Locomotives, 2 Cil Tenks.

Ground Targcts Domeged: 3 Locomotives, 3 Hengars, 2 "herves, 1
Warehousc.

Plancs Demceed by Flek: 1 VT, 3 VB, 1 F6F.

BAKER Day's opcrations werc cven morc hempered by heevy overcast weather,
which nermitted only four swecps ~nd onc strike. Of thesc, onc swicep was uneble
to rcach or attack thc target (Himeji A/F) ond on the strike only the VT suc-
cceded in breaking through the weather. It found thet }.IZURU harbor was closed
in, and so it attacked locomotives and rrilrosd instellations 2s the only vis-
ible targets of opportunity. The swecps ¢ htaclied eirersft and instellations at
Yonago and }iho .Lirfields. The most noteworthy event of the day was the rescue
of Licut. He }s Harrison and a Shangri-ls pilot from the Jepan Sea off Miho by
a PBM Dumbo from Okinawa, which, escorted and cencouraged by Lts. Proctor ond
Sahloff of its escort VF, flew through instrumcnt weather across the island
of Fonshu and through the flak of Miho, made th. rescue and then returned and
‘itched in the midst of the Tesk Force becausc of insufficient fuel to return
to bﬂ-ﬁﬂi

The summary of the day's opcrations wns:

Sorties Flown: 131 (Offensivo~- 79, .ir Patrols 50, “cather 2.)

Bombs Droppcd: 20 Tons,

Rockets Launched 64 HVIR,

Mreraft lost to Enemy ction = 1,

Pilots Rescued: 1.

Ships Probebly Sunk: 1 Fox Tare Cherlie.,

Shios Domaged: 2 Sugor Dogs, 5 Luecgers.,

Grounded Aircraft Destroyved: 16.

Grounded ."ircroft Dameged: 33.

Ground Targets Destroyed: 3 Locomotives, Roundhouse, Bridge, Tunnel
Closed.

Ground Targets Demoged: 6 Hengars, RR Yards, RR Station,

Plenes Damepred by Flok: 3 F6F. :

e LTT..CKS ON WESTFRN HONSHU .IRFIELDS /ND NAV/L VESSELS ..T KURE
NAVAL BL.SE - LTEM D..Y¥ ( 28 JULY).

Following thec operations on ABLE and BAKER Days the Force retired
to the south and refucled on the 26th and 27th. .ir Operations of this air
group during these two days consisted of only five sorties (3 utility flights
and disposing of 2 flyable duds) and the landing of 8 renlaccment zircraft
from the Renlenishment Force.

The Op Order hod designoted July 28th as CH/RLIE Day, with airfields in '
the Tokyo - Nagoya area as the targets, Houcver on the 26th the plsns for CHARLIE
Oay were cancelled and ITEM Day planswere substitutcd instead. Targets for the
two strikes werc the BB Heruna and the CL Cyodo, both now known to be anchored
at Kure. Targets for the sweeps werc ~irficlds in the Miho end Osaka areas.
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The strikes were delivered in the face of intense flak from ship and
shore which shot down one plane and demaged five. Five hits and four ncar mis-
ses were scored on the Oyodo and scven hits on the Heruna., The Oyodo capsized
as & result of the morning strike by this and other air groups and was not
further sttscked in the afternoon. Sincc the lest plenes to hit the Oyodo in
the morning were VF. of this air group, they m~y well claim heving administered
the coup de grace. The Haruna was ettacked by both strikes and ‘set afire,
Photogrphs teken during thec sccond striize show thc ship smoking, with her main
deck and hull damaged at the bow, and aft of No, 4 turret, where the main deck
is blown off from side to side for & distoncc of about 65' fore end aft, One
gun 1s missing from the No. 2 turrct and the supcrstructurc is 2 mass of wreck=-
age. Seven luggers and 2 Sugar Dogs werc 2lso demagede.

The swocps attacked Yonago, 1'iho and Henshin Airficlds, destroying and dam-
eging parked aireraft, hangars and other instellations. Strike B-2 was particu-
larly ably planned and led by Lt. Hall, who nin-pointed hidden cnd disnersed
aircraft and analyzed AA positions so well thot his flight was ablc to carry
out its strafing sttacks at low eltitude and burn &ix aircraft et Hanshin
(Oseke) and-damage threey; without loss to itsclf, as well as destroying 12
locomotives, 4 tank cers, a transformer station and other ground targets.

A summary of the dey's opcrations is es follows:

Sorties: 167 (Offensive 101; Photo 8; Subcap 163 DCAP 16, RAPCAP 16)
Bombs Drooped: 53.4 Tons.

Rockets: 69,

Aircraft Lost: 1 SB2C=-3,

LAireraft Drmeged by flak: 5

Personnel Lost: 2,

Shinas Sunk: CL Ovodo, capsizced and lying on side,
Ships Damaged: Bgogaﬁuna; Ch Tone, l}O Ciy 1 DE or DD, 2 Suger

Dogs, 5 Luggcrs.

Grounded Aircraft Destroyed 1l.

Grounded fircraft probably Destroved: 20,

Grounded fireraft Damaged: 15,

Ground Tergcts Destroyed: Hengrrs, "rrnsformer Plant, RR !'zrshalling
Yards, & Locomotives, Roundhouses, 4 Tank
Cerse. Ground Targets Damaged: "‘arehouse,
Hongers, lirfield Shops, Radio-radar stat-
ien, Factory, 2 Oil cers.

& ATTACKS AG/LINST TOKYO PLAIN AIRFIELDS AND SHIPPING IN BAIZURU AND
TSURUGA HARBORS = DOG DAY (30 JULY)

The Task Force retired southward on 29 July, during which day the
air group flew 12 air patrols, During the night the run=-in to the DOG Day laun-
ching position was made end launching on the 30th begen in cccordence with sch-
cdule, From this point, however, thc actual onerations bore little resemblence
to the original plens, which were to eoncentrote all sweeps and strikes sgeinst
airficlds on the castern Tokyo plain. Both of the first two sweeps found the
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target area weathered in and were unable to reach their assigned targets. ‘
Thev therefore made their attacks on targets of oovnortunity to the southwest
of Tokyo. These consisted of submerines and minor naval and merchant vessels
discovered in coves along the western shore of Sagami Nada, and fectories in
he Fujisawa area.

Strike E~3 was diverted from the Tokyo airfields to shipning at Tsuruga
"an and damaged a Fox Tare Baker with at lcast one 500; G.,P. hit and five
very near misses. Ground targets were also successfully attacked.

Sweep A=l succeeded in attacking Utconomiva and Iida Airtields, destroying
five aircraft and damaging four. Cn the way back to base Sweep A-4 discovered
several nests of submarines at Taga, Koshihama and Shimoda and sank one small-
submarine and damaged seven others, large and Snﬂll,hlth rockets and strafing,
Unfortunately they had no bombs. The two remaining strikes, one cut down to
fighters only, were directed against shioping a' " aizuru and Tsuruga Wan.

One of the highlights of the day was provided by the offensive operations
of the escort fighters of two photo-mapping flights and of an air-sea rescue
Dumbo, These planes, in addition to their escort duties, found time to destroy
5 locomotives, 2 boxcars, one Jeke, one }avis and onc Pete, as well as damag-
ing one large end six small submarines, one sub tender, four locomotives, one
electric train, two tugs, scveral small craft and a hangar.

The rescue from the Japan Sea, off Maizuru, of Lt.(jg) Penn and then of
Lt.(jg) O'ieara (who was & Dumbo escort shot down during the rescue of Penn)
by an Army PBY from Iwo Jima, piloted by lst Lt. Jehn E. Rairich, USAAF, was
a performance meriting the highest preisc. Rairaich undertook the rescue
knowing that he would have insufficient fuel to return to base and that he
would have to ditch in the open sea in thc dark unon his return to the task
force. He picked up Penn from the water under constant fire from an encmy
destroyecr and took off, Then, still under fire, he again landed »nd rescued
G'Lear; who was one of his escorting FéF-S(‘) from the YORKTOWN, when the
latter was shot down by the destroyer while counter-attacking it in protection
of the Dumbo.

The deays summary was as follows:

Sorties: Air Patrols 32, Secarches 4, Photo 'issions 24, Cffensive
Missions 99, Dumbo Hscort 4, Total 163,
Bombs Dropped: 42.8 Tons.
Rockets: 124,
AMreraft Lost to Flek: 2.
Down Pilots Hescued: 2.
Shivos Sunk : 1 Fox Tarc able, 1 Fox Tare Charlie, 1 Small
Submarine, 1 Sugar Do-, 1 Oil Barge. | {
Ships Damaged: 1 Sugar 2ble Sugar, 2 Fox Tare Cherlie, 11}V I
Unidentifi 4, 2 DE, 4 SS. 1 Sugar Charlie Suger,
1 Fox Tarc Nog, 5 Sugar Dogs, 1 Lugger, 3 Sugar
Charlie, 1 PT, 2 Tugs, 4 Patrol Craft.
Grounded Aircraft Destroved: 8
e i (e
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Grounded Aircraft Damaged: 4.

Ground Installations Destroved: 3 Hangars, 4 Locomotives.

Ground Installations Damaged: 4 “'actories, 4 Freight Cars, 1
Sunply Depot, 2 Hengars, 2 Airfiecld
Shop Buildings, 8 Locomotives, 1
Boxcar, 1 Dlectric’ Power Plant, 1
Radar Installation, 1 Elecctric Train,
1 Turnteble, RR I'arshalling Yards.

XI. LTTACKS /GAINST AIRFIZLDS AND GROUND INSTALLATIONS ON MOKKAIDO AND
CTNTRAL HONSHU — GEORGL, GEORGL PIUS ONI, GRORCE PLUS TUO0 DAYS

(8,9,10 AUGUST). U8 ONE, GO

The period 31 July - 7 fugust was narked by repeated chenges of
plans. Following DOG Day the carriers retired snd the air group began its nlans
and briefings for attacking the CV Hyataka, CV Kasagi and CVL Ibuki, at 3asebo,
and the airfields in the Kobe-Cseka=Nagoya areas, on EASY Day, 2 fugpust., A
typhoon forming to the southwest, however, forced the Tesk "orce to nroceed
well south to avoid its anticipeted track =nd EASY Day was postponed to the
3rd, to the 4th, tc the 5th and then was cancelled entirely. Thercupon the air
eroup mede its preparations for attacks ~n the Tokyo plain airficlds, on Fox
Day, the 7th. But FOX Day was next cancciled and GEORGL Day operctions against
Hokkaido were ordered for the 8th. During this period, July 31 - August 7, air
opcrations consisted of 217 sortics of hich 38 =erc air natrols, 156 were
tactical cxercises and 23 were utility hops. Cne replececment aircraft was re-
celved.

GEORGE Day (8 fucust) = At 0400 Chitosec A/F bore 322°, distant 210 miles,
from the YORKTO"N,., A nea=-soup fog blcw in gusts across the flight deck and et
timcs it was impossiblc to see the after cnd of the flight deck from primery
fly, However, plenes werc manned and cngincs sterted. But they werc soon cut
and all hends stood by, waiting for the fog to lift, lcanwhile two bogies
approachcd to within 12 miles before turning away. [t 0946 all strikes and
swoeps were cancclled and a weather scarch of one VF(N) and onc VT was l-unched.
The fog gradually thinncd in spots during the next fow hours to the extent that
a CAP of 8 VBF were launched at 1312, but the weather plancs rcported that the
target srca was still closed in with fog and at 1515 word wes rcceived that
opcrations sagainst Hokkaido wcre concelled end that the next dey 's ettacks
would be agrinst centrel Honshu. Twentv-five minutcs leter the CAP splrshed
o Dinah, 35 miles from thec ship, cnd then rcturned to “ase., A DCAP of L VF(N)
was later leunched but hed no.contacts. This concluded the eir operations for
the day.

GEORGE PLUS ONE DAY (9 AUGUST) - Trrgets essigned to this Task
Group were airfields in central Fonshu, bctwecn Lat. 37° - 350 N, Information
as to these ficlds was very measgre. Twelve fields were known to exist but there
werc photos of only six. /s to the remrinder, the only informstion sveilable
was their spproximote latitude snd loneitude. However, excent for Sweep -1, i
which was prevented from attacking Niigate A/F by a low overcest =lone the-
west cosst, the two sweeps end four stri'cs found very good hunting. Iwaki,
Koriyema and Harano /irficlds werc thorc 'ghly bombed, rockctcd 2nd strafed and
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their hangars and other installations were very largely destroyed., Thirty-
five groundcd A/C were burned, 3 were probebly destroyed, 40 were known to
have been dmameged. /.n undetermineble, but probably largc, additionzl number
were demaged out of 60 to 80 rore 4/C which were thoroughly worked over but
refused to burn, Meanwhile, sterting in the middle of the afternoon, the
Kamikagzes begen attacking in earncst. Two succecded in crashing Tomecat 1
~nd one narrowly missed the "7.SP. Of ot least 20 shot down by the Foree during
the day thc Yorktown's CAP had 2 chaonce at only two, botl: Craces, which were
both splashed by VF-88's plancs about 4O miles from the ship. It was on this
day thet Russia declared wer on Japan,

The dey's summary of air opcretions was:

Sorties Flown: 161 (Offcnsive - 122, Photo - 8, C/P3 - 32).
Bombs Dropped: 32.9 Tonse
Rockets Ixncnded: 313 HV/R
Planes Lost, Operational: 1 Corsair.
Pilots Rescued: 1.
!irborne Encmr 4/C Destroyed: 2 Graces.
Grounded Enemy ./C Probsbly Destrorud: 3 = Iwaki.
Grounded Tnemy /./C Dameged: 40 = Iuaki, nlus an unknown number at
Kuriyema and Herano.
Ground Installestions Destroyed: 2 Hengars et Koriyami, 2 Hangers at
Twaki, RR Bridge north of Iwaki,
Ground Instrllations Damrged: 3 “arrecks ¢nd shops ot Koriyams,
Hengers end ‘erchouse ot Yabuki, Jenen
Re”ining Co, Buildinrs ot Iwanuma,
Own Plenes Dem~ged by rlak: 4 Helleots, 4 Corsairs, 2 /wvecngers.

%
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GEORGE PLUS T'0 DY (10 /UGUST) - Opcretions on the 10th werc
similar to those on the 9th, excent theot nirfields in the southern Tokyo area,
in addition to thosc of central Honshu, werc included as tersgcts. "cather
cgein orotected Niigate //F from attack so the swcen attacked shipping in thc
harbor, which, with the low ceiling existing, provcd to bc » flok trop. Alth-
ough considerablc demoge was done to shinping by the bomb-lecss fightcrs one
Hellecrt was shot down in flrmes and scven others were severely damaged.
Kisaragzu S.S. also was loaded with flek, as was MNobara. Two Corsairs were so
badly shot up that they werc bsrely able to gct two miles off shore before
ditching, wheore they were nicked up by the Lifeguard submerine PERCH, and 8
othcrs were damaged to a2 lesser degrec. Other rirficlds thet were attacked were
Vinayawa, Iwaki, Koriyoma and Horano,

The day's operrtions summarized as follows:
Sortizs Flown: 156 (Offensive = 120, Photo - 4, C.PS = 32),

Bombs Dropped: 37.5 Tons.
Rockets Launched: 329 HV.R.
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Pilots Lost to Flok: 1
Down Pilots Hescucd: 2, by PERCH,
Ships Damaged: 1 FTC,
the water
sct afirc,
Grounded ./C Destroyed: 20 = Ive
Groundcd //C Damaged: 10 = 1inchm

Ground Instellrtions Dostrowved: 5
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cr ir Croup EIGHTY=-EICHT,

HONSHU and HOKK.IDO, abcard
- Period 1 July to 15 ..ugust 1945.

Flak:2 Corsairs, 1 Helleat, 1 ‘venger (jettisoned

i i

b

9th).

flck dameoe on

1 FT.., 1 SAL, 1 Ingger - all laft dead in
and burning,

1 FTC strefed, 2 Luggers
i, 1 - Kisarazu.

y 11 = Koriysme, 1l - Harano
Barrecks, Chemicrl Plent, 1 Loco-

3
18

motive

Niigata.
2 "angrrs £t Tineyrwa, Aevetment drea
Instellrtions, Fectory, Bridge, RR
Station, Tunncl - ﬂll EL Iweki, Henger
~t Kisarazu and iobera, 6 Barracks,
Tr-nsformer Stotion, 2 "'archouses, Ges
'orks, Pridge = all ot or ncar Koriyens
Own /C Drmegcd by Flek: 9 Corsairs, 8 Hellcats.

ell vt ‘orl"“m:, 011 Tenk 2t

(round lInstellrtions Dam-ged:

b A

L

T

X1I, PLUS FOUR D

X £33

The Tesk Force rectired during th. night of 10 Jugust. fugust 11 - 1z
were spcent fueling ond waiting out a tynhoon, For these two deys the air group's
opcerotions consisted of only scven sortics, six of which were weather scarches
~nd onc a utility flight., Throughout both drys, ahd until early morning of the
13th great uncerteinty cxistcd as to whother offensive overations would be
continued on the 13th in view of the Jrp's conditionrl zccentance of the "Pots-
dem" surrcnder terms, the Big Four's countcr=-proposition ~nd the enpcrent im=-
mincnce of the cnemy's surrcndcer., However, oftcr strikes had been ordered,
countcrmonded ~nd re-ordcred, they were finelly leunched on schcdule, although
unon so little noticc thot it was not possible to arm the first swcep with
cithcr bombs or rockets.,

TT.CK ON TOKYO PLLIN LDS-FO . UGUST).

' .
L¥]

o}5]

‘irficlds attecked by the four fighter swecpns were Pv*knrlgﬂh“rc, Yatcbe,
I1to, Tateysma, Kasumigeure, Kasumigeure 5SS and Kashima SS. Onc of the VF -
VB = VT strikes ~ttacked Tokorozawa cnd Irumepon, The other strike was assigned
the Tokyo Shibaura Flectronics Plant No. 2, ot Hawasaki, ss its trreet but
found it closed in with a thick overcrst ond so ment seecrching for submarines,
which had bcen renorted hlddan ~long thc western shorc of Sapami Wan. Not find-
ing ony, it sttacked minor shipping and other tergets of ooportunity found at
Shimodo ~nd Inrtore.

[ =]
=

L summery of the day's air operrtions wes os follows:

139 (Offensive = 79, Photo - 16, SUBC/P = 4, DC.LP -
24, RILPCLP - 16,

Bombs Dronped: 22 Tons. : ’
Rockets Lounched: 140 HV/R.

Own ./C Lost to Flak: 1 Helleat.

Sortics "lown:
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Pilots Lost to Flok: 1 : .
Own ../C Demrged bv Flck: 3 Lelleats, 7 Corsairs.
Shivs Damrged: 3 SD, 6 Fishing Boats, at Inatore; 1 Lugger, 7 Boats,
at Shimoda.
Mrborne Enemy L/C Destroyed: 1 Irving,
Grounded Enemy !/C Destroyed: 16 -~ Tol:orozawa; 1 - Hyukurigahara,
Grounded Enemy 2/C Damaged: 1 - Yrtabe; 8 Hyakurigahara: 3 -
Kesumigeaura; 6 - Kesumigaura S.S.;
11 - Tokorozawa.
Ground Installations Destroyed: 2 Warehouses, 2 Buildings, Dock,
at at Shimoda. Hengers end shops
at Kesumigaura, Hyakurigahara and
Yatabe, Factory south of Kasumigeurs
3 Locomotives south of Tokorozawa.
Ground Inst~lletions Demeged: "'archouse necar Kesumigaura SS, Factory
and warehouse at Kawagoe, Factory end -
buildings 2t Katsuura, Hangars at Mito,
Yetabe end Hyakurigahara, Bridge near
Shimoda,

XIIL, VICTORY D/Y « AIR OPFR/TIONS AG/INST TOKYO AREA (15 August)

S — - e S S R S e

The task Force retired on the night of the 13th, snd refuecled on the
14th. News of Japen's surrender was expected hourly. However, plans were mede
for continuing the offcnsive on the 15th ~nd 17th end the ..ir Group Commanders
of TG 38.4 mct on the YORKTOUN to confer conccrning futurc operations. During
the 14th the cir group flew 18 sorties of which 17 were C./PS rnd onc was a
message drop.

On 15 l‘ugust launches commenced at OL15 sccording to plan. Six Helleats of
Sweep /=1 had reached itsugi '/F and werc cireling prior to att-ck, at 0645,
vhen they received orders to cancel all offensive operatioi.s eand return to basc.
In comnlisnce with this order they did not attack and sterted to return to the
ship. Still loaded with wing tanks and rockets they hed procceded ebout five
miles when they were suddenly jumped by 15 = 20 Frrnks, Jacks and Georges. A
melee cnsued during which nine of the encmy werc shot down, but when it was
ver four of our six planes werc missing »nd the two which menaged to rcturn
were badly shot up. Strike C=2, which was the last offensive flight launchcd,
had not vet rcached the coast when it was recelled and thus ended thc offensive
opcrations of this a2ir group, one year cxactly aftcr the date of its commission-
ing. The President's announcement of the surrcnder of Jepan was rceceived at
0812,

Llthough hostilities had supposcdly ceesed at 0645, bendits continued to
be splashed by CAPS near the Tomeats end the final combat sction of ‘ir Group
88 was suonlied by 2 Dumbo CAP of VBF which shot down three Merts, loaded with
bombs, as thoy were taking off from Hokoda ../F.
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Thus, ironicelly, the air group's mumericelly greatest air-combet successes
and losses took nlace after the war had supposidly cnded.

The summary of thc /ir Operations of ugust 15th was es follows:

Sortics Flown: 103 (Offcnsive - 51, Rescue C.P = 16, DCAP - 20,
RIPCLP = 16).

Rockets Leunched: 4 HV/R.

Own ./C Lost in ‘crial Combrt: L Helleats,

Pilots Lost in crial Combat: L. '

~irborne Encry i/c Destroyed: 5 Frenks, 1 Oscer, 3 Jecks, 3 'yrts.

Ground Instellations Damagcd: Lighthousc end Factory, Shimoda; Bor-

racks, Choshi Point.

XIv. COMMENTS ..)D RECOMMEND.TIONS.
1, Teil }erkings on Cerricr Bascd lfirersft: The lettered teil markings

used at present on eorricr brscd eircreft erc not strisfactory. They are dif-
ficult to see ot any 2ppreciable distrnecc ~nd recognition is practicrlly °
impossible at ranges grcater thon 100 yards. They are of no apprccisble help
in rendezvous 2s were the old typc mrrkings which could be seen at long renges
and rccognized. It is extremely difficult to rccognize the new merkings from
aborrd ship even when aircraft arce flying closc aboard. It is recommended that
the old style marking bc reinsteoted immedintcly.

2e Rendezvous: It was found thet rendezvous after toke-off could be
materislly speeded if smrll, circular paths were flown by the first olones to
reach the rcendezvous arcza. Succeeding and following vlones joined on the first
arrivals and & largc group formed as ouwickly a2s possible. This large croup
was much more rcadily scen by planes enroute to thc rendezvous nrea end there
was no attempt to scparatc types by ~ny apprceiable distence, 1t was 2lso
found that a smell (as smell es practicsblc with adeguate safcty) circular nath
was superior to the recommended "raoce Lrock!" pettern which covers too much
air space ~nd tends to sprend out thc rendegzvousing plenes. Once 211 planes hed
~rrived ~t the rendezvous ~nd werc positioned f-irly well, types joined into
st~ndard formrtions ~nd opencd out until the completion of the rendezvous ond
deporture for the Tnsk Group rendezvous scctor was tecken,

3. Procedure ot Tomeats: Frequently it was found thot Tomeats would
not give clcorance: to formotions of sircraft after they hod checked in and
werc cireling, Under poor wvisibility conditions this practice is most un-
desirable ~nd, ~t times, very dangerous. On onc occasion there were nt lecst
twelve large formotions circling the Tomeat under the overcost at 500 to 700
feet with » visibility of one quarter to onc mile, ond zero in rein soucrlls,
Tomeat would not release the formotions with the result thot an extremely
dangerous situntion existed. In cleoor wenther vwith sufficient ceiling this
procedurc is not dangerous, but often causes flights to be lote in returning
to base. Delrys of os long »s twenty minutes werc cxperienced ot times, It is
reccommended thot Toments clecr formaticns automatically upon completion of the
recognition turn, espccinlly when the wenther is poor, the ceiling is limited
and visibility is reduced.
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Ly Boresight Puttern of VF/VEF3; Prior to sortie on July 1, 1945, VF=8i
and VBF-88 obtained permission to change the boresight of the fighter aircraft
to 2000 feet and 1500 feet respectively. This echange in boresight was made in
anticination of the increased amount of strafing that VF/VBF would be called
upon to do. The assumption was correct and strafing of grounded aircraft was a
primary mission of all fighter swecps, This increased-range boresight was found
to be more effective for strafing than the standard 900 foot range, and results
nbtained were good. However, all replacement aircraft come aboard with the 900
foot pattern already set up and since it is most .difficult and, at times, im-
possible to change the boresight while underway, such change was not attempted.
This mixture of fighter eircraft, some with a long range bhoresight and others
with the conventional boresight, is not desirable from the pilot's standpoint.
It is confusing to fly a plane with a 2000 foot boresight on one flight and- one
with a 900 foot boresight on another flisht, later in the day. In addition,
on the Hellecat it is mechanically difficult to meintain the 2000 foot boresight
pattern accurately because of inadequate movement of the rear mounting poust on
the guns. This trouble is not experienced on the Corsair, set at 1500 feet.
Because of the above difficulties both the VF and VBF Squadrons have voted in
favor of retaining the 900 foot boresight pattern, although all agree that the
extended range boresight is much more effective for strafing.

5 VT Fuzed Bombs: Many VT fuzed bombs vere carried and dropped durir -
this operation, It was this group's first experierce with such fuzes. The 260
pound fragmentation bomb was the one most commonly used with the VT fuze (T50El)
These bombs were expended ageinst revetted aircraft and concentretions of parked
aircraft. On several occasions they were eglso used ageinst AR positions,
Damage to aircraft from these bombs was difficult to evaluate from the air, ard
the only results that could be observed were that the bomb fragments appeared
to cover the assigned area, completely or partially, as the case might be. It
was noted that, on sevocral occasions, the use of VT fuzed bombs arainst land=-
based PA positions materially reduced th= volume of fire, The pattern of the
VT fuzed fragmentation bomb is noticeably a double lobe, or clongated figure-
of-eight, the long axis being in the dircetion of dive of the dropping aircraft.
An undesireable feature, except when area bombing is being conducted, is the
fact that the release of the VT fuzed bomb must be accomplished above 4500 feet,
(This relates to the T50El fuze uscd on the fragmentation bomb and the T50EL
fuze used on the 500 pound G.P, bomb,) Accuracy is reduced materielly when
irooping from this altitude if the pilot is attcmpting to hit a pin point target.
f'or such purpose rockets are preferable. It is recommended that when VT fuzes
are used the dropping aircraft pull orh immediately after release and that
pilots be cautioned against diving directly behind 2nother plane. Also pilots
must not reclease higher than a set maximum cltitude in order not to endanger
following planes which might be caught in the blast of a premature cxplosion.
Doctrine of this group prohibited the 1:lease of VT fuzed bombs above 5000 feet
over the target terrain, If & pilot wishes to continue to a lower altitude
after releasc of hit VT fuzed bomb, it is rccommended that he "stair-step" his
plane and pick out a target beyond that on which he dropped his bomb. This
action enables him to get well clear of his bomb so that he will not be affeeted
by & premnature burst.
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e VF_and VBF Sqguadrons Emplowring Two Types of Fighter rireraft: It

e e o B

el

is felt that an air group employing botii the F6F and FLU type of aireraft

runs into confusion and inefficiency not expourienced by grouns using only one
type. This is perticularly true of oncrations aboard & CV. When this air group
reported aboard its parent carrier it was found that therc were 24 FéF~=5s,

6 FbF=5P's, and 6 F6F-5N's, and 37 FG-lDs. The Lir Croup moved aboard with

54 VF pilots (including 6 night fighter pilots) and 54 VBF pilots. On hoard
and atteched to the staff were 6 F6F photo pilots and 3 night fighter pilots.,
During combet operztions VF(N) plenes could not be used excent for night
fighter flights and infreguent weather flights. The Fé6F=-5P's could be used
only for nhoto missions and occasionzl C.A,P, duties. In rcality it thercfore
worked out that there wecre, for general offcnsive use, 24 F6F~5s and 37 FG=1Ds,
This meant that, of necessity, the VBF pilots (Corsair) took the majority of
the sweeps and strikes althourh the toteol pilot complimcnt wes less than
that of thc VF (Helleet) Souadron. Complaints werc reccoived from the VF pilots
that thecy were not getting enough of the offensive missions, Deck spot was
always & problem becausc a Corsair pilot could not man a “ellcat nor could a
Holleat pilot man a Corssir. There wes & contimel reshuffling of fighter
types on the flight deck and respot had to be carcfully planned =nd much fore=-
sight used throughout the dey end '‘night. The teke-off runs of the two tyoes
differs, which adds to the¢ confusion. It is not belicved that eny meterial
adventage is gnrined b using two different types of fighter aireraft ond it is
defindtely a herdship on the Air Denertmint of a2 CV. Dngincering and Supply
also suffer in that additional sperc par*s heave to be cerri.d zloard, end
maintcnance suffers temporerily whilc planc capteins ond mechrhics bucome
familier with the new tyve coming sboerd (thc Corsair in this case). It is
strongly rccommended that air grou-s bc furnished end treincd in only one tyne
of fighter aireraft for the VF end VBF Squedrons.

Te Comperative Notes on the F6F-5 and the FG=1D Aircrait: (a) Avail-
ability of both tynes was uniformerly cood. (L) The FG-1D is not as rugged
as thc F6F=5 for carricr-bascd opcrations, ~nd pumcrous teil-wheel compression
strut feilurcs were exocricnced in the FG=1D. (e¢) The FG=1D mekes 2 better
landing aboard a CV than the F6F-5, The approach of the Corsair appcers slower
and it settlecs to the dock more easily than the Helleat. The visibility is
better during the approach to landing in the Corseir than in the lecllecet, (d)
The FG-1D is quicker coming out of the geer then the F6F-5, primarily beceuse
of the positive oction of the hydroulicelly controlled teil hook which is fast,
(c) Spot forward after landing is accomnlishcd morc cuickly with the Corseir
because of the hydreulic wing folding featurc which is accomplished while
the plane is moving forwoerd un the flight decks It is not nccessary to stop
the plane and fold wings by hand as in the case of the Helleat. Becouse of
this featurc there is less denger involved to flight deck personncl, as no
wing=folding crews arc needcd. If & pllot forgets to closc his wing flaps
before folding his wings therc is no harm done in tic Corsair, which is not {
truc of the Helleat., (f) The FéF-5 is more cuickly launchcd than the Corsair f
bocause it can be drawn out of its deck spot ond wings snrcad by hand immediat~
clys, With 30 knots or morc of wind seross thc deck it is neccssary to jockey
the Corsair from sidc to side in order to utilize the¢ wind to sprcad the wings.
This tekes time and deloys launch. The take=off interval is definitcly faster
for Helleats thon for Corsairse (g) The hook action of thc FG=1D ap»cars morc
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positive in engaging wires than on the FéF-5, The position of the hook on thc
Corsair secms to bec the rcason., (h) In the 2ir the Corsair is definitely faster
than the Helleat and acecleration is better. For distance covered the gesoline
consumption of the Corsair is less then thet of the Helleat. Throughout this
operation it was necessary, in mixed fighter swecps (Corsair and Helleat),
for Corsair pilots to throttlc back to allow the F6F to keep up with the form-
ation. Othcrwisc the high power and R.P.M. settings recuired by the Hcllcet=
ran them short of fuecl. (i) The Hellcat is more zcccssible for metal work and
cngine repairs than the Corsair. (j) The FéF scems to be more ruggedly built
than the FG=1D and is capablc of obsorbing 2 grcat decal of punishment by
enemy AA and VF opposition., However, sevcral Corsairs rcturncd to the ship
nretty well shot up, but still in onc nicces (MNote: Not a singlc Corsair
fusclage was buckled in landing cboard. This was NOT the cesc before the fusel-
age was beefed up around the cockpit arca. There were soveral cases wherein
fobric tore off the Corsair's wings when it wes subjceted to hish-speed dives.).

8, ASH Reder: It is rccommended that ASE redar be corricd on 2ll sweeps
end strikes if poor weether is cxpected in the target arca or evround the ship,
Frequently when 2 large strikc force rcaches the enemy corstline after an
approach ahove a solid overcast, it is virturlly imnossiblc to dctermine the
position of the forece, /in officient ralor opcrator can obtein ¢ relieble fix
by noting shore linc featurcs and cen thus rclieve the strike lceder's un-
ccrtainty as to where he is. It is also practico™'c to "area bomb" through the
wercast when the target is located neer casily recognized rader "reflectors”
such s rivers, lorge airficlds, etce. . .SH rrdar is invaluable in returning to
basc with a minimum smount of lost tim¢ during voor weather. “'eather fronts,
linc squalls and rain storms can be picked un and evoideds In extremely poor
weather it is rccommended that cach VB and VT division leader cearry ASH radar
cquipment.,

9 Communications: Throughout this operation 211 aircraft communicat=-
ions werc gencrally good. Ls 21l aircraft were equipped with the ARC=1 VHF
rodio transcivers, the problem of interference betwecn Task Groups was greatly
reduced. It was the cxception rathcr than the rule when any one circuit was
so jommed that it was not usable, The common LHF channel (LL75 kes.) wes most
reliable and although it was frcouently jemmed, or vartially so, by the Japan-
cse, it was nearly aluways posaible to get air/sea rescue calls, flash ond
weather reports, and other messages through to the base, Some YE frequencies
arc set much too close together. It was a rere occnsion when only one set of
YE signals wes picked up when tr{ing to home on the Tomcats, Tuning of the ZBX
can not be maintained sufficiently sharp to proevent picking up a strong trans-
mitter on o frequency only 15 kes. diffcrent from the strtlon to which the ZBX
is tuned. Thesc "bastard" signals overridc ond build up on the primery signals
with the rcsult that a pilot, if completely lost, is unable to determine just
which coursc to steer. It is strongly rccommended that YE transmitter frequenc-
ies be scparated by ot least 50 to 100 kcs.

10. Radio Discinlineg: One obvious fault of mrny pilots is thet of cut- §
ting into otMEYtronsmissions, without waiting for the cireuit to clear. Breek- i
down of radio disciplinc scems to be co: ‘agious. For long periods during &
flight discitline will bc good, All at once someone will mcke on unnccessary
transmission, another will answer, ond then everyone hss somethine to say =
always irrelavent . It is nccessery for the strike/swcep leader to stop this
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immediatcly. One recommended method is to order the air group which is most
guilty to return to basc if the violation is not discontinued immedistely,
This hes nroved most eficctive. Air/sca rescuc colls must have top priority at
oll times. Yost gencrally pilots respeécted this priority snd thesc calls went
through without trouble. Occasionzlly, howcver, somc nilot would cut into a
long rcscue treonemission and cut it out complctely, This mecant that the entire
cell and message had to be repeated, relayed, ete., and much valusble time was
lost.,

11, Air/sea Rescue Plone [hoard TG Flreships: It is recommended thot
some type of amphibious aircraft be carried cboard the TG flagships for use -
os Adr/sca rescue plenes. The JRF could be used although this planc is large,
bulky, slow and heavy. It t-kcs up considersblc space on a carrier deck 2nd is
hord to handle. However, it is felt that even thic model is worth its weight

nd size if it can be available ot 2 moment's .otiec to procced on an 2ir/sea
rcscue mission., In scverel instences drring this opcretion, hed there been a
rescue plrnc ~ttached to the TG flagship it could, in £11 likelihood,have been
launched with adeounte VP cover (mrde un of VP pilots who hed just returned from
n dovined nilot ond know exnectly his position, strtc of seca, ctc.), nrocceded
to the scenc and cffccted rescue with 2 mininmum amount of lost time, This
held true perticulerly when pilots were downcd in the Inland Sca and the Sea

of Japan. Our pilot losscs off Otura Hrrbor, Hokkeido, werc good exemplce of
cases where 2 carricr besed cir/sca rescue plone would have becn invelusble.

12, Nced of Positive Doctrinc for Foul “'cather Rendezvous, Climb Through

: Overcast, Etc.: is poor wenther was the rul¢, rather thrn the excep-
tion, during this opcration, it is strongly recormended that air groups hrve
a definite and simplc doctrine for effecting rendezvous ond for climbing throu i
the overcest. Rendezvous is the most difficult end therc appears to be no
snswer other then using assigned YE scctors -t a speeified altitude. Occasion-
0lly it is impossible to rendezvous in the cssigned YE sector. In such case
the flight lcader must designcote 2 new scctor in the comparetive clear, being
crreful not to interferc with other grouns rcndcozvousing. Lerge numbers of rir-
croft climbing through oan overcast con be extremely dangerous if a definite
procedure is not stondard doctrine, known by 211 pilots. Separ-tion of types,
courscs nnd climbing snceds must be cccomplished without delay or confusion or
milling ~round will rcsult. The forecgoing apnlies coually to lect downs through
soupy weother, On only onc occrsion was there on onerationr]l accident and loss
of pilot during a2 flight in poor weather, and in this instence group doctrine
was not adhered to.

13, 20 VM Guns for VF/VBF: Bcerusc of the greater cffectivencss of the
20 I'M gun in strafing attecks, it is rccommended thet VF/VEF sgurdrons be equip~
nod with this gun. A suggestcd armoment is four .50 celiber ¥/G's and two 20 MM
~uns. Provide at lcast 40O rounds per 20t gur. cven &t thc expense of am- £
munition available for the 1'/G. It is “clt thet two 20 1¥ cannon and four M/G l
ore more cffective then six M/G for strofing nurposcs, espceirlly rgeinst parked
end degasscd cnemy circraft,

14, Need of Lorger VF/VEF Swecp~: It is felt thot lerger VF/VBF fighter

sweeps would be morc effective thon the smaller sweeps now sent against the
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target arces. It is realized that, in order to sccomplish this, the number
of swecns would have to bc reduced, but it is believed that a larger number
of VF/VBF aircraft could more efficiently cover ond blonket a given terget
sroa. Occasionally, for the seke of normel sofety, it is nceessery to keep
onc or two divisions of VF/VEF orbiting above the trrget rrea to prevent
surprisc sttacks from cnemy s2irborne airceraft. Communicotion reclays are often
necessary. Some few VF/VBF will not get off the deck, some will roturn to brse
becouse of mechenicel trouble, etes These ~nd other foctors 21l 2dd up to a
reduccd number of offensive aircraft ot the terget ~rea and it is recormended
thrt thc number of fighter sircraft participoting in sweeps be incressed over
thc number used during this oncrotion,

15, Nced _of Morc Thorough Planning and Foresight for Spcecial Offensive
Operations: It is rcalized that suddcn changes in the tactical

c1tuotion may sometimes rcquire last minute ch-nges in flight schedules and the
diversion of sweeps and strikcs from proviously assigned targcts. However, if
at all possiblec, it is strongly recommended that in such ceses, when the new
target is heavily defendcd and at 2 great distance from the base, more time,
planning snd foresight be given to such operntions. A case in point is the
VF/VBF- swecp ordered agoinst ¥isarezu Adr Ficld - Yokasuka ‘ir Stotion on Aug-
ust 10, 1945. Thirty six VF/VBF werc scheduled to attack the above tergets and
destroy parked and revetted aircreft. The lrunching nosition (leter cranped)
wes 300 nouticel miles fram the target. CTG 38.4 ordered extra gasoline tanks
instelled (two 150 gellon pylon tanks on the Corseirs), which prevented any
bomb locd. Eventually 211 Corsairs werc cotapulated in order thet six HVIR
could be carried. At Yokosuka /ir Station therc were 110 barrels of heavy AA
weapons which bore effectively on plencs sttacking the field. Plenes within
13 miles of the station coame within renge of some of thesc guns. There were
97 barrels of automatic weapons on end cround the ficld. 't Kisarazu “ir Field

there were 22 berrcls of heavy /.. wcapons and 86 barrels of autometic weepons.
Thirty six VF/VBF wcrec schcduled for this mission. Wo fregmentation bombs
could be carried for usc ageinst ... positions (as was donc very effectively et

the time of attack on tiic BB Nagato) and even k~d cach plenc on the swecp been
assigned onc battery of autometic weepons (forgetting completely ebout the
heavy A/ guns) there vould not have been enough nlenes ef ectively to reduce
the sutomatic weanmon hnzard. Of necessity, to be effcctive, a fighter sweep
whose primary terget is perked and revetted aircraft must get low and search
out hidden and cemouflaged planes. In thc face of such concentrated LA as sur-
rounded the above targets it is felt theh an ettack such as 1.cs ordered is
impractical and unnccessarily hazardous, and that the results obtainable will
not warrant the losses very likely to be encountercd.

16, TI!E OVER T/RGET /RE.5: In many flights planes had insufficient
time over the target. The pressurc to get back to the ship and land aboard

~t the scheduled time was so great that, at tincs, this secmed to be more
important than damaging the cnemy. It is hopcd this situation can be improved
either by launching thc planes nearcr the terget or by allowing more time for

flights.,

17, USE OF WINDOW/ROPE, AND ELECTRONIC JAMMERS: On all strikes wherc~

in targets were attacked which were def.nded by heavy AL, window, rope and
clectronic jrmming werc uscd to cnuntcrlfadar controlled firc. It is the
5 S 2- —




oVG-88/ " . CARRIFR /IR GROUP 1‘-‘:1@1—51*1?-31@. Jlrb
12 Scntember 1945.

CONFIDENTI/.L

Subjcet: ACTION REPORT of Commander, Carrier ir Group LIGHTY-EIGHT,

Jir Operctions ogeinst SHIKOKU, HONSHU snd HOKK'IDO, akoerd
U.S.S5s YORKTOWN = Period 1 July to 15 ~ugust, 1945.

—— — —_— — — — - —_ — —_— - = — — —_— - — — - — — — —_— — —a — —_— —_ - — e e - -— —_— —

opinion of the pilots of thils group thot these countermcasures were

ceffective and hecavy . erqt freouently legged behind and above the attacking

force when ropc and window werc dispcrse:. prior to push over.

XV, ACTION REPORTS OF SQU/ADRONS.

R i R L i-l-.u—--r

Enclosures (f), (B), (C) and (D), consist of the /C.=l renorts of
V-8, VBF-88, VB=-88 and VT=-88 covcring the subji.ct actions. They arc forwarded
:;:‘rﬁ‘.’fi th .

XVI, SUMERY OF LIR GROUP_OPER/TIONS.

Enclosure (E) consists of a statistical sunmary of the combat
opcrations of this air group for the subjcct period.

Submitted by:

H. 3. Reynolds,
Lt s Comdr . TTSHT:: 3
/CI Officer, CVG-883,

\PPROVED :

7

_ i{-*%J{mnyQ{(}i,?-Cx L~ , //ﬂr_
& R Seafcy, dJr. ; /




, NDER, CARRIER AIR GROUP EIGHT GHTq
CVG~-88/ s . 'I

A8 ¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, Calif.,
12 September 1945,

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commander, Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT.

o ¢ Commander-’n-Chief, UNITED STATES FLEET.

Via : (1) Commanding Officer, U.S.S. YORKTOWN, CV1O.
(2) Commander, Task Group THIRTY EIGHT POINT FOUR (ComCarDivSIX).
(3) Commander, Task Force THIRTY EIGHT (ComSECOND CarTaskForPac.).
(4) Commander, THIRD Fleet.
(5) Commander-in~fhiéf ,United States PACIFIC FI™T AND PACIFIC

OCEAN AREAS.
Subject: Action Report of Commznder, Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT~ Air

Operations over HONSHU, aboard U.S5.S. YORKTOWN, during Armistice
Phase. Period 16 lugust to 2 September 1945,

(a) PaeFlt Conf, ltr. 1CL-45.
(b) ComTHIRD Fleet dispetch 021410 of September 1945.
(¢c) ComTHIRD Fleet dispatch 221402 of fugust 1945,

Re ference:

Enclosure: (1) Summary of Sorties.
(B) List of Adrfields.
(C) List of P,0.W. Camps.
1. In accordance with references (b) and (c) this separate action

report is submitted for the period 16 lfugust to 2 September 1945.

2 No sguadron /ACA-1 Reports are submitted because no action with
the enemy was involved.

3 Air Group EIGHTY EIGHT's cverations during the subject period
coneisted of: (a) Combat air patrols over Task Force 38 at sea, over United
States and British Naval forces in and near Sagemi Wan and Tokyo Bay, and over
tsugi Airfield: (b) Photographi¢ and vigunl reconnaissance of Honshu Airfields
lying South of 37° North and East of 135 East: (c) Photographic and visual
reconnaisance of prisoner-of-war camps in the above area of Honshu: (d) Dropping
of food, medicines, messages and supplies to the above prisoner-of-war camps,

L. In carrying out the sbove mir~sions this lir Group flew 902 sorties,
and visited 38 airfields and 29 prisoner-cf-war camps.,

56 Enclosure (A) consists of a statistical summary of the sorties
fl':'wn-
6. Enclosure (B) consists of a lict of +he airfields reconnoitered.
i ¢ Enclosure (C) consists of a list of the prisoner=-of-war camps
reconnoitered.
SUBMITTED BY: , d{/ﬁj
H, 3. Reynolds," 'fﬁﬁfS. Barcy, Jr., /4
Lt.Comdr., USNR, Commander; U.S.N,,

"+C.I, Officer, CVG-8E, Commander, CVG-88.
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SUMM/RY OF SCRTIES FLOVN p

16 fugust = 2 Seotember 1945
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COMBLT AIR PLTROLS:
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. 38 - 166
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TOKYO B.Y - 88
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. '. cvo-88 |
i LIST OF AIRFIELDS RECONNOI
I 16 August - 2 September 1945

-_-Fl'—-——---!—-————-i——l-—-—---—!-_--——-—-——b—-l--lrl--*

2772 KOIZUMI 2777 MATSUYAMA
2798 TATEBAYASKI 276l K/SHIWA
2781 MOBARA 2783 NARIMASU
2780 MIY/KAWA 14,07 SHOWA

1463 KASHIMA S. S. 1408 TOYOKA
337 HANEDA 2788 OSLAVA

2808 YOKOSUKA 2760 IRUMAGAWA
2797 SHIROI 1,06 TOKOROZAW.
1416 MATSUDO 2797 SHIROI
1465 KONOIKE 15404 TACHIK. WA
2756 IKISU 2792 RYUGAS/KI
2809 YOKOTA 1466 KASUMIGAURA
2663 KOMATSU 1491 KASUMIGAURA S.S.
1415 TAKAHAGI 1474 YATABE
2660 KAMAZAWA 2758 IMBA

2794 SIKLTO 14,10 EDOGAWA
2795 SHIMAZU 2786 NII JIMA
2765 KATORI 2789 0 SHIMA
2768 KITAURA 14,64, CHOSHI

ENCLOSURE (B)
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(1 ! ’ CVG‘SS‘ '
IST OF P.O.W. CAMPS RECONNOIT

16 August - 2 September 1945

- o R o R O e O s e e e e e e e R e R e e e mes e s e e mme sms e mmm S wes e B s e

NO. NAME AT, LONG
* 6 AKASAKA WARD 35=40 139-L44
Y FUKAGAA WARD 35-40 139-50
80 TCKYO CAMP #5 35-28 139-38
* 235 UENO PARK 35-42.5  139-46.5
#2673 YOKOHAMA YACHT CLUB 35=26 139~40
* 188 SHIBA PARK (teneatively identified) 35=39 139-45
L No number or name. 35=43 139-48
e Across from south end breakwater. 35-28 139-42
¥ - OMIYA TOWN 35-54 13938
e Possibly Hitachi l7ine 36=37 140-28
e Bearing 300°, 6 mi, from #29¢ Yokosuka 35-22.5  139-34

(Look for large buddha shrine on hi 'l
and sharply curving R.R.).

H - Bearing 350°, 2 mi, from #217 Haneda on
small island. 35=35 13914,
146 OFUNA gBears 310°, 1.5 mi. from YAWMANOUCHI 35=20 139~33
town).
212 TAKATONOBA 35-42 139-42
36 DENEM CHOFU MONASTERY 39=35 139-42
One camp 1,5 mi, west of #75 KAW!SAKI 35=31 139~40.5
218 YAMASHITA #1 bearing 130°, 1.5 mi. from
YAMASHITA TOWN, 35=22 139-05
—— No number or name. 35=22 139=30
- Across river from HITACHI refinery (2
camps, one in valley, the other on hill-
side). 36=36,5  140-38
— No number or name 35=45 139-47
— Vicinity of Ohara. 36=57 140-51,
75 KAWASAKI BUNSHO #1, plus 3 Barracks 35=-31 139-42

bearing 060°, 1 mi. distant. * Also 1
camp l.5 mi., west of Camp 75.

138 N/RASHINO 35=42 139-59
* 152 OMORI #8 A2%3D 139=44.5
* 189 SHIBAURA DOCKS 35=137 139-<45.5
192 SHINJ"JI'HJ J#L flf..]. 35-36 * 5 139"14.5
239 URAWA 35*51 139”39
— Between OSAVA and NARIMN.ASU; "'21l radio
tower west of camp 35-49 139-42

— — = — — — —— — — — — - - - — — - — —— — — — — — — —

#* Indicates supplies dropped.

ENCLOSURE (C)




UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET rl /
AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET

5 ﬁ-"‘ r"l . —
1 'L.-'-I"'ll:’-- es

v §NOV 1945

FIRST TDORSHIEIT to:
GVC-58 conf. ltr.
serial 0176, dated

25 October 1945,

From: Commender Air Force, Pacific Fleet,

o -15tor; Unit, Dn-lﬂ-.-s Office D? Editorial
lagearch, hILlDE of the "Chief of Naval Operations.

Subject: History of Carrier Air Group EIGHTY-EIGHT, from

1 June to 25 October 1945,

0 Jab

Le Forwarded.

ELEWED & Fiey ¥
Hnum 7m,r, Ash's: Fisg Searatanyl
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Copy to:
Com,CVG-88
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