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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FIEET
TLSK GROUP FIFTY«BIGHT POINT THIEE/THIRTY«EIGHT POINT THIEE

FB2=1/116=3/vgn .

Serials 0069 R 18 June 1945,
SwliaCoRel=T

Proms Commander Task Group FIFTYEIGHT POINT THREE/THIRTY<EIGHT POINT THREZ.

(Rear Admiral FRUDERICK C. SHERMAN, Commander Carrier Division ONEG,
UsS.S. ESSEX, Flagship),
To ¢ Commander~in«Chief, United States Fleet,
via ¢ (1) commander Task Force FIFTY«EIGHT (Commander FIRST Carrier Task
Force, Pacific)y
(2) Commander FIFTH Fleet (Commander CENTRAL Pacific Task Forcoes),
(3) -Conmanderein=Chief, United States Pacific Fleet and Pacific Occan
.Aroas, ,

Subject: (@porations of Task Group 5843/38.3 in Support of Occupation of OKI=
NATL, during the period 14 March « 1 Junc 1945, roport of, including
the following actionss

1, First KYUSHUwINLLND SEL Strikos, 18«19 March 1945,

2+ Socond KYUSHU Strikes, 29 Mareh 1945,

3. Battlo of ELST CHIN. SEAy 7 &pril 1945,

4e Third KYUSHU Strikos, 13=14 lay.1945

5e¢ Dircct Support of OKINATL Occupation, 23=28 March, 30 Marche6 Lprii,
8 Aprile12 Moy, 15«28 May 185, -

Rofercneos (8) PacFlt Confidontidl Lottor 1CILeASe
CorFIFTHF1t OpPlan le45,
" (e) CorFINSTCarTaskForPac (CTF58) OpOrder 2w=/45.
d) CorPhibsPae OpPlan Alws4S,
e) CorTaskGiroup 58,3 OpOrdor 5=45,

Enclosuros g; LireSoo Roscue Oporations, Toble of -&L‘] ‘ %
Napoln Piroe Borbs, U.S.S, RLNDOLPH lotfor concerninge” - .7~ 7. (7 cex
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" PART I » FOREUORD LND COMP'OSITION
1, This roport will highlight tho actions during tho subject period fron
the point of viow of the Task Group as a wholo, and will not go into dotails

covored by action roports of the individunl ships, A1l datos are Rast Longitudo,
and 211 tincs aroc TTEM («9)e

e B

2e Oporations covercd heroin wore in support of tho Oecupation of OKIe
NiLe Task Group 58,3 oporatcd as a unit of Task Force 58 (0TC, Vice Ldnmiral
Mare A, Mitsehcr), which in turn oporated as a part of the FII'TH FLEET under cone
nond of Ldniral Raynond fie, Spruanec,

3¢ L4t tho boginning of thosc oporations, thc composition of Task Group
58..3 was as followss

ESSEX (F) a5
51; BUNKER HILL (FF) (V4dn Mitschor) 20V
2) CLBOT 1 CVL
() Task Upit 58,3,2 = Heavy Support « Viee Admiral Welie Loo
Es; SOUTH DaKoTL (F)
4) NET JERSEY 2 BB

() Iosk Unit 58,3.3 = Light Support = Roor idrirel J, Cary Jonos

PISLDENL (F)

SPRINGFIELID

ASTORIL

TILKESeBAITE 4 CL
(5) INDTLNLPOLIS (FFF) (Adrirnl Spruanee) 104

(d) Tagk Unit 58,3.4 = Scroon  Captain Higgins

DesRon 62 '

DosDiy 123 DosDiy 124

Lurr (F) HLNK

ENGLISH BRIE

C.Ss STERRY J. e VEEKS

TZALDRON TeLe LIND

Doslion 48

QesDiy 92 DogDiv %

ERBEN BLLCK

STEMBEL CHAUNCEY

LLKER BULL.TD

HLIE (7) XD 17 DD




(0) Footnotosg

f 1) Dotachod 11 Moye
2 " 9 Lpril,
3 " 11 Moy
A " 22 March; rcjoinod 8 Lprilels fpril,
5 " 23 Marche
6 n 9 Lpril,
(7 " 11 Aprils

(f) The folloving ships also oporated with this Task Group during the
periods indieated:

SLRRINIS

HLNCOCK » 22 lMarch « 9 fpril,

ENTERFRISE e 10 April « 14 April; 6e16 loy,
RINTOLIH e 17 Liprilel Junec

BATLIN « 22 Morchel? April; 26 Lprilel Junc,
MONTEREY « 12 Maywl Junoj

BLTTLESHIIS
LSHINGTON e 22 March = 8 Lpril; 15 /pril « 1 Juno,

NORTH CAROLINA w 22 March w 8 Aprily 15 April e 27 fpril
LLIBLY, » 12 Moy = 1 Juno,

CRUISEIS

OLKLIND = 7 /pril « 1 Junc,

ZSTLOYERS

Doslon 52 = 17 Lpril « 1 Juno,

RosDiv 103 DosDiv 104
OEN HICKOX

MILLER LE IS H.LNCOCK
THE SULLIV.INS HUNT

STEIT'HEN POTTER ILRSHALL
TINCEY
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Operating
4 in Area
ke
* ' 4 ik Mar. Jortis
16 kar, Fusling
o 18 Mar. Kyushu
Q 19 Mar, Skikoku
L3 D 22 Mar. Fusling
o P B 2)=1k Mar,. Ok inawa
[+ 2% Mar. Fusling
A 26=77 Mar. Ok ipawa
E 28 Mar. Fuel lng
29 Mar. Jap Flast Unltas
A IO Mar. = 1 Apr. Ok inawa
D 2 Apr. Fusling
A 3=k Apr. Ok lnaws
[+ 5 Apr. Fueling
A &=8 Apr. Ok i naws
Lu ZO“ E 9 l.fr. Fusling
A lo=1) Apr. imaml-Elkal-Tokuno
E Ly ggr. Fusilog
A 15=17 apr. Tokuno=Eyushu
E 18 apr. Fusling
B 19=20 Apr. Uk lnawa
A 21=22 Apr. Ok lpawa- Amami
4 2} Apr. Fuslling
A =20 APT. Ok {nawa
E 7 Apr. Fuslling
A 28-30 Apr, Ok L nawa
D 1 May Fusllng
A 2=4% May Ok i naws
D & May FPuelling
A 7=9 Kay Ok Lnaws
i 10 May Fusling
B 11-12 May Ok {nawa
1}=1s ay hyusbu
b 15=16 May Fuslling
B 17=18 May Okl nawa :
D 19 May Fusling |
A 20=22 May Okinawa /
z 23 May Fualing
A £k May Cklnaws
B 25=26 May Ol L na wa
- 27 May Fuslling
B 28 May Ckloava
29-11 May Eorouts Leyte
1 Juoe Anobor San Pedro Bay,
Layte Gulfl
o Thy |
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OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF OCCUPATION OF OKINAWA, 1k MARCH - 1 JUNE 1945
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PLRT II « BRIEF SUMMARY
be _ Chronology of Actione |

14 March  Task Group 58,3 sortied ULITHI at 0830 and proeccoded independently
on northerly eoursos conducting gumery and air group exerelscs,

15 Mareh  Rendezvous vith other Groups of TF 584
16«17 tarch Rofucled and onrouto KYUSHU,

18419 March FIRST KYUSHUWINLLND SE[ STRIKES, TG undor oxtrencly hcavy air ate
tacks (Details on pagos 7=10),

<0=21 March Covoring FRLNKLIN!'s rotirémont and cnroutc fuoling rondozvous,

<2 llarch Roplonished. Task Forecc reoorgonizationy NET JERSEY dotachodj ILiNe
COCK, BLT/.LN, NORTH CAROLIN., and TUASHINGTON, reported for duty,

23=2/ March Pre=invasion Strikes on NANSEI SHOTO, and special photographic
covorage of landing beaches,

25 March  Replonishnent,
26=27 Varch N.LNOCEI SHOTO Strikes continucde
~8 larch Replonishnent; norning Strike on MINANI DLITO JIMA,

29 March  Search for Jap Fleet; and Strikes on Southorn KYUSHU, (Dotails on
poges 11-12)

2031 Mareh NANGEY SHOTO Strikos continuod,
i April Diroct Support of Landings on OKINAUL,
2 Lpril Replenishnont,

3=4 Lpril OKINAUL Support eontinucd; major Air Battle on 3 April with 46
Japs shot dotm over target arca ond 5 noar TGe

5 Lpril Roplenishrient,

6 hpril Strikes on TOKUNO and KIKLI; major Alr Battlo with 19 Japs shot
dovn by CiF and 71 plus 9 proboblos in AMMI arca, HLYNSTIORTH hit
by suicider; scvere matorial damage and porasonncl ceasucltios;

7 spril Battlo of East China Sea ©inking of YLIUUTO, ACLNO, ond TD8)e - (Do
tails on pages 12«14)e - HANCOCK hit by suicidery extonsivo
naterial damago; 28 killed, 52 wounded, 15 rissing,

g Lpril Soarch for Jap Fleot Romnants, and for dowmed pilots,
9 April Roplenishnont; Soareh for dormod pilots eontimued, HANCOCK and

HAYNSTORTH dotachod to proceod to roar arca for ropairs of battlo
damngog C/BOT detachod to roturn to UNITED STATFS for ovorhaule
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10 Lpril  Strike on MIN/MI DAITO JINL, ENTERIRISE and OLKLAND roported for
duty,e

11 4pril  TOKUNOeAMAMI Strikcs, TG undor heavy cir attack, with 11 Jeps
shot dowm by ships'! gunfire; DONTERIRISE had 2 damoging noar nise
ses; IPSSEX ono; HANK narrovly nmisscd, damaged by strafing; HLLE
had dannging near nissy BULLATD also roecived sonc damages KIDD
hit by suicidor, detached and returncd to ULITHI,

12 April OKINA4 Targoet CAP; major Lir Battle, dostroying 53 airbornc Japs,
2 by AL, 2 by CAP, and 49 over targot,

13 Aprid Target CLIS,

14 Lprid Repleonishnent; NNTERPRISE, HINK and HILE dotachod for ropair of
battle damage at ULITHI, NI JERSEY also dotaehed, i

~5<16 April OKINATL Support and S, KYUSHU Sweops; major Air Battle with 36
Japs dostroyed in air, 6 by C/P, and 30 in target arcas on 16
ﬁpl‘ﬂ-

17 Lpril OKINA'/ Support ¢ontinuod, BLTLIN had noar niss by Kamikazo,
Task Force roorganization again offoctod, dissolving TG 5843, and
assigning BANDOLTH and DosRon 52 to TG 583. BATLLN was detachod
and reported to CTG 58,4 for temporary duty,

~€ Lpril  Roplenishnont,
19=22 Lpril OKINATL Support eontinucd,
~3 Lpril Roplonishnent,

74 Lpril  TUoeathered out, Jossible subnmarinc contact covered from 0310 until
' 1701, with nopative reosults, last possible contact at 0352,

25«26 Lpril OKINL'. Support econtinucd; KIKAI=/IUII patrols, BLTAAN rojoincd
on 26 April,

27 April Repleonishnont, NORTH CAROLINA detached for onmrd routing to
Peorl Harbor,

«€+30 Lpril OKINA '/ Support contimued; major fir Battle on 28 April dostroyoed
33 encny plancs over tarpgot aroca,

J May Roplonishnont,
<=5 May OKINATL Swpport and AMAMI GUNTO Strikos and TCLPs, Major Alr

Battle on 4 Mey, destroying 51 ond danaging 2 enemy airborne plancs
in tarpot aroca, -

6 Moy Roplonishnenty SOUTH DAKOTA had powdor oxplosion in handling roon {
of magazines of #2 turrot (killing 11 ond injuring 21 others)e. °
Y May OKINATL Swupportj AMAMI GUNTO patrolse, [
\
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8 May Troathored o’i .

S May OKINAL Support; AMAMI GUNTC patrols,
10 May Snall Striko on MINAMI DLITO JIMA; replonishnent,

11«12 Moy OKINA'L Support; LMLMI GUNTO patrols; major Air Battle 11 lMay with
38 airborno cnoryy planes destroyod, 31 ovor the targot arca, and 7
noar the Task Group, vith 4 of tho latter by ships! punfirc,
BUNKER HILL hit on 11 May by 2 suicidors vhich achicved comploto
surpriso, showing on no shiphd radarj very oxtonsive material dare
age; 352 killod, 52 missing reoporteds SOUTH DLKOTL and BUNKER
HILL detached 11 May for return to roar arca, LLIBAMA and HMONTDIEY
reported for duty, CTF 58 shifted flag to CNTERPRISE,

1314 Hay THIID KYUSHU STRIKES, Vory light airborne opposition ovor targets,
with 17 oncry ploncs destroyod in air and 73 destroyed or damaged
on tho ground, Hoavy air attacks on the Task Group, with 4 oncry
dostroyod by CLP on 13 May, and 23 noar Group on 14 May, 18 by CAP
and 5 by Ale INTERPRISE hit by sulcidor; oxtonsive matorial dane
age; 13 killed, 32 woundede (Dotails on pagos 14e18),

15«16 May Roplonishmont, CTF 58 shiftcd his flapg to RLNNOLTHe ENTERTRISE
dotached 16 Moy for roturn to rear aroas,

17=18 May JMAMI GUNTC Strikos and Patrols,

+9 May Roplonishnont,

20=21 May  OKIN..L Support; AMIMI GUNTO Patrols, On 20 May a speeially bricfed
Support nission bombed and destroyed cnery positions within 50 yards

of UsSe lincs, paving way for immediato capture of long and bittorly
contostod position, _

<2 May .catherod out,

23 lay Roplenishnont; Strike on MINJMI DAITO JIML; JMAMI GUNTO Patrols,
24 loy LMHI GUNTO Patrols; KUSHITA Lirficld Sweops

25 Moy AMAMI GUNTO Patrols = alnost ecomplotely weathored out,

26 lay TToathered out,

27 Yoy Roplonishmont,

28 Moy OKINLTL TCLES; foul woathor, ConFIFTHF1t and CTF 58 rclicved by

CorTHIRDF1t and CTF 38 respoctivoly. Designotion of TG 5863
changod to TC 38436

29 Moy Enroutc LEYTZ GULF, TG 3843 having beon dotachod to procood LEYTE
GULF for 10 days rchabilitation, ‘RANNCLIH with oscorting NDs doe
tachod by CTG 38,3 for GUIM carrying ConFINSTCarTaskForlase

30=31 Moy Enroute IEYTE GULF, eonducting gannory oxoreisose
1 June Entored LEYTE GULF on 80th day after doparturo fron ULITHI e 14 Marche

R ¢




PART III & ACTION HIGHLIGHTS

5 LB_.MFI}: Tho launching point SE of KYUSHU (3040 N., 133+00 E,)
was roached at the scheduloed tinmo for pre=dawn lounehing, but without tho
olonont of surpriso, for snoopors had approached the Forec as ocrly as 2150
of tho procoding night, ond romained in eontact almost continuously thoroe
aftor, Nunorous bopoys elosod this Task Group about 0500, dropping several
groups of 12#20 flares, and at 0503 a bandit vhich approached within rango
was splashod by TG gunfiro, &4t OG5 TG CAD splashed a FRANCES 60 milos to
the north,

6. Shortly aftor dawm tho cnony staged a substantiol attack on the
Force, rosulting in somo damapo to the INTREIID and ENTERIRISE, in othor
Task Groups, but both ships econtinucd oporating, No dircet attacks devclopod
arainst this Task Group,

Te Moanvhilo, launeches wore being made as schadulod, against tho
KYUSHU airfiolds assignod this Task Group, in Arca Nunbor 2 as shown on tho
chart folloving this papos & prowdawm launch at 0415 scnt 3 VF(N) intrudere
over MIYLZLKI, vhich wog offeectively strafed in the parking arcag and Installaw
tions, sotting scveral firos,

8a The First Sweops, launched at 0610, covored a)l the cast coast
ficlds (MIYAZLKI, S/DOHLN., NITTAGLHARL, KARASEHARA, and TOMITLKA); HITOYOSHI
in tho contral part of the island; and as far wost as KIKUCHIL, TNMITAKL was
loaded with planes, as later photographs showed, but also had a large airborno
contingent of approximately 30 ZEKES, TONYS, and OSCLIS vhich wore cngaged by
Swocp planos in a sharp soteto, and vhich provonted an attack on the fioldg
Lt the ond of the battlo our forecs had roglstored 4 surc and 2 probable kills,
and had lost 2 plancs, the pilot from 1 of which wms lator rodovered in o fino
Toscue by an 0S2U elosc to the onomy shorce Anothor mroup of tho Swoep, range
~ng to the wost, had oneountercd cn estinmatod 12 VIIS or NATES, and dowmod 1
before thoy seattorod and took rofuge by flying at low altitudes in the vale
loyse Thile strafing MIYLZLKI, onc of our fighters crashed on tho ficld,
causo Unknowmse

% Thoe Morning Strikes hit lIW.ZLKI, IZUMI, and NITT.GAHARA in wolle
coordinatod attacks, MIVLZLKI was dovostatod with virtually «ll tho buildings
et the fiold rodueod to ashos, as showm in the accompenying photographs, In
addition, nunorous plancs on tho fiold wore destroyod or damapeda Photogrophs
of tho domage at TZUNI also show axecllont results with 6 hangars and 2 shops
burning, and 7 hangars danapgod By the aecurato bonbinge At NITTACLHARL tho
hanrars wore well hit, but without the consuming firos that doveloped at !MIVie
ZLKT and TZUNIe The rummey wos also damaged, and a sma)) town SE of tho ficld
uas firode Tvo ploncs wore lost in thosc Strikos, Y COISLIR to AA ot MIYAZLKT,
and 1 LVENGEL. vhich lost a wing while diving and erashod at NITT.GLHLRIxe

10, In tho noantine, at 0825 the Task Growp Ll opcnod up on a lone
JUDY vhich nmado 2 surprisc but unsuecossful borb attack on tho BUNKER HILL, and
splashod it inmodiataly thoroaftor,
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11, Tho Soeond Sweeps roportod burning 2 hangars and a fuel durp at
HITOYOSHI by rockoting and strafingg fAirficlds ond installations woro thore
ourhly strafod at SIDOHLRL, KLIUSEHIRL, and KUMLMOTC ¢ith damapie unobsorved,
Excopt for 1 ZEKE shot dovm noar MIYLZLKI, no onemy plancs wore scon in the air,
and fow eould bo found on tho grounde

12, In tho Lfternoon Strikes, BESSEX planos apaoin hit NITTIGLHLRL, ine
flicting furthor heavy damage, loaving at least 5 of the 8 hanpars unscrvicos
able, and destroying 5 singlosonpino planes on the pround, Both tho BUNKER
HILL and CIDOT plancs erossed tho island and struck stunning blows in the
ONURA arcae DExtonsivo borb and fire danmape was inflicted on the landplano and
scaplano hanpars, large fires woro sot in fucl tonks south of the ficld, and
sovoral dircet hits wero seorod on the noarby aireraft factorye Of somc 30
PEITYS on tho ficld, 13 worc belioved goriously damaped, and nunorous othors
in losscr dogroos Intercoption of tho Strikec was atterptod by 12 RUIES and 4
TOJGS, of which 4 RUFES and 3 TOJCS wore shot dovnhy and 1 of oach was damajed,
ul. was hoavy, moderate, and acecurato, but all our planes returncd safoly,

13, Tho Third Swoops hit the KUMAMOTO aireraft factory with an ostie
natod 50=60 rockets, leaving nunorous fircs and hoavy srnokes Thon back at
the ocast coast tho sccond major air battlc of tho doy was joined noar TONITLKL,
7ith the cnonmy in a proup of 30 or nore firhtors, of which 14 ZEKES, 5 FRLNKS,
and 2 unidontifiod singles woro definitely splashod, and 2 more woro probably
destroycdy Onc of our W was shot dowm in theo battle,

14, Photo missions flown in tho morning and aftornoon obtaincd oxeole
lont coverape of most of the ficlds in tho arca, Near KIKUCHI ono flight
shot down a lono NLTE, and noayr ISLHLYL tho socond flicht wos jumpod by 4 VLIS,
) of which was immediatcly shot dowmn, and the othor 3 of vhich wore damagod
and probably destroyod,

15 L posurio of tho doy's aetivitios showss
Sortics ovor tarpgot 308

Enory plancs = destroyed 45
« probably dostroyod or damagod 53

Ovm plencs lost « combet 7
« oporational 4

Ovn aviation personncl lost e combat, pilots 5
- crow 1

- operational 0

Bonbs dropped (tons) 7
Roekots firod 704

16, : Fron midnight to 0400, whon heeklors wore aprain launched

apgoinast KYUSHU airfioclds, tho onomy eontinucd approssive shadowing and intore
nittont attaeks on the Foreo, Flarcs woro droppod froquently, and t-ieo
7ithin 10,000 yards of TG 58,3, but no dircet attacks on this Group matorinle
lzede &4t 0422, vhon boroys apain boran elosing, Condition ONE in tho AL bate
torios was sot, and maintainod throughout tho day until 1910, whon all day
rissions had boon rocovored, and cnormy attacks hed apparently subsidod,

17,. During tho night of 18«19 Mareh the Task Foree had moved to tho NE,
to launch attacks apoinst Japancse Floot units econcontrated at KUIE and KOBE,
spottod by roeonnaissanco flirhts on tho proeoding doay, This Task Group and
Task Grouwp 58,1 woro assignod Japancse Floot units and “oek faeilitics at KURE
as targots, whilo Task Groups 58,2 an” 58,4 hib E0BE,

o 8a
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TG 58,3 = KYUSHU - 18 MARCH 1945 MIYAZAKT AIRFIELD UNDER

ATTACK AT 0900

'




TG 58.3 ~ KYUSHU - 18 MARCH 1945 MIYAZAKI AT 1430

COMPARE WITH PREVIOUS PICTURE.




TG 58.3 - KYUSHU - 18 MARCH 1945 IZUMI INSTALLATIONS
BLASTED AND BURNED
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18, Tho First Syocps, launchod at 0540, covered KOCHI and MATSUY.IL
airficlds on SHIKOKU, ovor whieh the Strikes onrouto to KUIE ono hour lator
would pass, A4 sharp roaction was provokod at MLTSUYAIL, vhore 25 to 30 JLCKS
anc OSCLIRS wore onpaged while the ficld was boing thorvoughly strefod, 4t
least 4 JLCKS woro shot dovm, and 2 JLCKS and 1 OSCIR wore probably destroyods
No air opposition was met at KOCHI, vhore the ficld was strafod and bombed,
with 5 hits obsorved in tho hanpar aroa.

19, Strikes wore launchod at 0630 and proccoded directly to KUIE twith
virtunlly no air opposition, But flak of all ealibors vhich was thrown up by
tho shoro batterics and by the large numbor of ships in the harbor far sure
passod in intensity anything cneounterod by our pilots beforo or after,
cchioving an almost tangible cone of fire over tho target arca,

20, Dospito tho intonsity and accuracy of tho LA, 2ll attacks woro
prossod home to good borbing lovels and vith oxcelleont results, docling cone
sidoroblo danago to major units of the Jap Fleot at anchor, end to ground ine
stallations, Hits on Naval units aro sunmarizod as followss

CV « Lt locst 2 x 1000 pound borbs, plus soveral
rockcte _

YLILTO » At 1cast 1 bomb (500 or 1000 pounds)

BD « (bclioved HARUNA) = 2 x 500 poundors and
possibly 1 x 1000 pounder

Ci = 4t loost 1 x 500 pouncer

CVE =« 2 x 500 pounders

CVE = Fircs obsorved on sccond CVE aro belioved

caugad by plancs of this Task Group

e Nunmerous hits scorcd on the docks and on tho Naval Arscnal loft
/, good fires burning on rotirencnt, and 4 bomb hits in the Shipyoard Forgo
shop aroa wore nade with damape undetermined in the heavy smokce A8 the ate
tuck groups retirod, bonbs whieh had hung up during tho KURE Harbor attack
wero dropped on installations on KURAHASHI SHIML, southwsst of KURE, and suce
cooded in starting a larpe gasoline or oil fires

22.' Tho attacks had bean highly succossful but rclatively eostly,
with 5 HELIDIVERS and 1 AVENGER lost by this Group to flak,'

23 Moanwhilo the dawn attack on tho Task Forco had assuned major
proportions, Tho pattorn was tho samc as on tho precoding doy, and onc that
o8 to becone faniliar in tho wocks that followede Many raids of fronl to .
3 plenes each would appear, veory often simultancously with the lounching or
racovery of planos, taking advantape of the saturated radar scope to avoid
detectiony and of overy availablo cloud to gnin optimum position for launche
ing bombing ond suicido attacks, During the height of the carly morning
cnd noon attacks, which worc tho most porgistont of the doy, superb AL pune
nory in this Task Group knockod dowm 6 attacking planocs and C/P destroyed 3
oro ovor tho disposition or in tho noar vieinity, Tho ESSEX was narrowly
nissod tviec, first at 0743 vheon Task Group munfire disrupted tho dive of a
hombeearrying Jop planc vhosc bomb or borbs landod elosc aboard tho stare
board side, whilo tho demaped plano barely cleoared tho flight deck and
oplashed closo aboard tho port bow, At 0815 a socond onermy planc, bolioved
o JUDY, wags hit vhilo diving on tho ESSEX and landod elosc on the port boan,
No mgtorinl damape wos roported fron cithor attacky

“%¢.
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2lye While these actions were in progress, roports were received fronm
other Task Groups that the YORKTO'N had sustained ninor damage fron glancing
bomb hits, the \ASP had roceived a diroet bomb hit but was able to rosune
flight deck operations in an hour, and tho FRANKLIN had boen soveroly damaged
by a bomb, with tromendous fires and nany econtinucd explosions visible fron

this Group,

25¢ puring tho attacks fron noon to about 1430 two notablo and oute
standingly couragoous kills wore made.by CAD of thie Task Group, The first
was at 1220 vhon this Group was under hcavy attaek, and a JUDY had slipped
undotoeted through the outer dofenses, Onc of our CAI' plancs launched at
L1200 wus woctorecd to tho noarby bogoy and spotted the cnery plane beginning
lils dive from 4500 foct altitudos Tho CAP pilot immecdiatoly dived in hot
pursuit and continucd, in total disrcgard of tho veltor of AA pouring fron
tho Task Group, until he finally shot the cnormy flaming into tho wator jJust
chort of the BUNKER HILLe

26 The 8ceond incidont was a very sirmilar kill of a MYRT, diving
dircetly at the strickon FRLUNKLIN, Again tho CLP pilot refusocd to broak off
docpite the AL, until tho anomy vas dostroyod, mell sithin the serecn sure
rounding the FRLNKLIN,

27 Tho Socond Swoeps, launchod while the Strikes wore still in tho
air, roturned to KOCHI and MLTSUYLIL, but without boing ablo to arousc any
uir opposition, oven aftor "gambit" withdravals from KOCHI attomptod to lure
the onecry into the air. The attack on tho ficld at KOCHI heavily damagoed
and burncd 3 hangars, firod a fuel durp, destroyed 4 twins and 2 singlos on
tho ground by strafing and roekoting, and damaged an ostimated 6 to 10
cthers in varying dogrees, 4Lt MLTSUYIML 2 twins were burncd on the ground,

28, Tho Third Sweops, whieh wore the last offconsive missions of the
day, rovisited NITTLGLHLIY., on KYUSHU, to neutralize tho many disporsocd and
canouflapod plancs, apparently operational, spotted in tho photographs takon
tho precoding daye Tho attacks wore methodiezlly and accuratoly doliverod,
agoinst only modorato AA and nil air borne opposition, and tho rosults voro
oxcolleont, L total of 16 tiin bonbors, 2 singlos, and 1 transport woro doe
scroyed, in addition to 18 twins, 5 singles, and 1 transport danngod noro
or loss soveroly, for a total of 43 planca dostroycd or danagode Othor danw
ago included destruction of a power station ncar tho field, and a train
‘badly shot up, with cstinmatcd serious damage to tho locomotivo,

29, 4 rosunc of the day's operations shovos

Sortios ovor target _ _ L L L e e e e A7
Encty planos dostroyed _ _ _ Lo c ecnao 48
probably dostroyod or damagod _ _ 32

Enery ﬂhipﬂ damagod = 2 BB’ 1 GV, 1 Cliy 2 CVE
Ovm planes lost mcombat _ _ _ _ __ oo 7
-opnmtionul____.. - e 8
Ovn aviation porsonncl lost e« conbat, pﬁotﬂ* VRRE
orow 5
0
75

» oporational _ _ .

Borhe dopeed (tees) _ . o oo L
Roekata firod

-——-----h—------Fi’q

o 10«




IG 58.3 - KURE HARBOR - 19 MARCH 1945 MAJOR ELEMENTS OF

JAP FLEET EFFECTIVELY ATTACKED IN INLAND SEA




JAP CV AND CVE UNDER

CH 1

TG 58.3 - KURE HARBOR = 1

ATTACK
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TG 58.3 - KURE HARBOR - 19 MARCH 1945 BOMB ATTACK ON NEW

JAP CV




TG 58.3 - OFF SHIKOKU - 19 MARCH 1945 ACCURATE AA SPLASHES
ANOTHER BANDIT, ASTERN OF BUNKER HILL.,
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30. Task Group 58,3 in corpany with TG 58,4 procécedod on a northerly
course to a launching point south of KYUSHU, at 29«15 N,y 131e15 E,, to striko
onony Floot Units roportod in southern KYUSHU waters, Socarch plones, armed
with roekets, werc launched at 0520 to cover both sidos of KYUSHU to a dise
tanco of 250 milos from tho Foreo,

A, Lt 0545 Strikeos and Thoto toams wore launeched by all earriors
of this Task Group(vhich on this oporation wore ESSEX, BUNKER HILL, HANCOCK,
BLTLLN, ond CABOT), with ordors to procced in eompany to a position near
TLXE SHIML, 3049 Ney 130=26 T,, and thon to skirt the st eoast of KYUSHU
7o a distance of not morc than 200 miles from the launching point, If Floot
mits wore not sightod, or reported by the Scarch by that tinme, Strikes wero
"o hit KLNOYL airfiocld in southcastern KYUSHU, oxecpt that plancs carrying
“orpadoos wore to attack shipping tarpots of opportunity,

- Xy The Scarch found no evidonce of the Jap floot in an arca which
cxtonded to SLSEBO on tho west, and to the Inland Sca on the cast, Tho
ftrikes roturncd to the KLGOSHIMA Bay arca, and finding tho ceiling at KLNOYL
*00 low for borbing, attocked othor ficlds elosor to the coasts, 4t TOJDle °
DLWy on the wost, the only plane sichted on tho fiold was promptly strafod
el burned, and all other efforts wore dircectod at the installations, Dombe
inz and rocketing corplotcly destroyed 2 warchouses and sevoral smallor
buildings; sovorcly danaged 1 double hangar, 3 shops and a warchousoj and
danaged in lossor degree anothor double hanpor, a barracks building, and Sowe
oral snallor struecturcs,

33, At IBWSUKI and KLGOSHIMA a good haul was made on grounded planocs,
Gestroying 1 EMILY, 3 JLKES, 3 CHERRYS, and 2 RUFES, in addition to damaging
/. KBS, 4 CHERYS, and 1 NUFE. Installations ot CHITAN, IBUSUKI, KIGOSHIMA,
FURUE, and WMLKLTL woro woll hit, rosulting in domolition of a wharf, 6
varchouses, and 4 dwellings at FUﬁUEg hoavy danage to the docks at IB{EUKI
and YAGMLKLLL from the 14 torpedoos fired at them, as wcll as bomb, rockot,
end strafing damage to 5 tmrchousos, 4 barracks, 3 largo hanpars, a radio
station, soarchlight, 4 railroad cars, and a railroad station,

3o Upon eompletion of tho above attacks, a large mumbor of miscolle
anoous shipping units worc diseovored and attackod with oxcollont results, At .
~0nst 3 Sugar Bokers, 1 Sugar Dog, 1 subchaser, 2 schooners, and 4 fishing
boats wero sunk; 2 oilors of tho Sugar Able elass, 3 Supar Pors, 2 luggors,

« sampans, and 2 fishing boats weoro heavily damaged and believaed probably
runk; lessor damoge was inflieted on a total of 3 Sugar Bakers, 2 Sugar
¢varlics, at loast 16 Sugar Dops, 2 fishing boats, and 1 lupgers On no
ctnor singlo day worec so many shipping targets prosented, or was so ruch
cailpping danage inflietod by this Task Group,

35 In tho moantimo roscuo oporations had boon sot in rotion to ate
torpt reeovory of a HELIDIVER pilot downed in KAGOSHIMA Day as the rosult of
°n operational aecidont, The pilot?s position was scarcoly a happy ono, only
3 niles fronm cither side of tho bay and 15 pilos from its mouth within short
rango of mumorous onory airficlds, Two 0S2Us with 24 fichtors for oscort
wore dispatehod to tho arda, in tho hopo of roscuing not only tho pilot but
also his gumer, vhosc parachute had boon soen to openy Unfortunately whon
the rosecro planes arrived no traco of tho pumnor eould ‘bo found, The roseuc °
nission was intorecptod by aggrossivo Jap fiphtors, and a sharp battlo onsuod,
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during which ono of our VF pilots wms downed an? Aitched noar tho VB pllot,
Finally aftor 5 ZEKIS had boon splashod and tho air had been elearcd of
opposition, tho (S2U's slipped quickly in, and recovered both pilots, snatche
ing then fron the very grasp of the oncny,

36, The Forecc was undor attack almost continuously fron noon until
1530, but only 1 enomy plane slipped through the CLD and LA dofenses, His
borb attack on the CADOT was unsuccossful, and ho was splashod by tho CiP
Just outside the sercen vhile rotiringe Two othor cnemy plancs wore destroyed
by the CIT over er noar tho disposition,

37. A rosunc of tho day's activities showss

SUFLLON OWEE TOREOE & o o o 0 e w0 210
Enory plancs = destroyod _ S e Sk | E
. = probably destroyed or damaged _ _ __ - 10
Enory ships « sunk (tons) _ e il _ . 5550
« probably sunk or daraged (tons) _ _ . _ 20000

Ovn planes lost ecombat _ _ _ L o e c e e e e = 6
-Opﬁrﬂtiﬂnﬁ P ———— T

Ovn aviation porsonnol lost = combat, pilots _ _ _ _ 3
SN s o 1

» oporational, pilots _ _ 3

orow _ 6

Soebs Seompol (omad ~ _ - oo o o = 2T
Rt BE  r e d ke e Y
Torpedoos launchod 14

LHSE 3 ~ BLTTID OF THE BLST CHINA SEL e 7 April 1945

38, This Task Group wes oporating in company with TCs 58.1 and 53.4
SL of LMUII GUNTO, with tho sanc earriors as on tho Second KYUSHU Strikes,
nanoly, ESSEX, BUNKER HILL, HANCOCK, BATLLN, and CLBOT. Tho onomy's allwout
air offort, bogun on 5 April and eoordinated with a major drive by their OKIw
KiNL land forcos, machad its highost intensity, for this Task Group, at
icast, on 6 npril. On that day ships and planos of this Task Group destroyed
or danapod 105 air borno onerty plancs, 94 of thonm sure kills, and dostroyed,
or damaged an additional 17 on the grounde Following tho hoavy lossos ine
flicted upon tho onemy camo a report that units of tho Japancse Fleet had _
toon sighted hecading south fron Bupgo Channol, poasibly to join in a triphibe
ious offort to halt tho occupation of OKINALAL,

3% Intensifiod Searches had boen flown on tho 6th but with negativo
aurfaco results, Searches out to 325 miles from the Forec wore agein schods
ulcd for the 7th, with proospoets hoirhtoned by furthor reports during the
night that Japanesc Floct units, including at lcast 1 battleship, had beon
ocirhtod along tho oast ecoast of KIUSHU,

40s - 411 offonsivo missions wore held on dock pending results of the

Soarch, At 0815 a flash roport fron Scarch plancs of this Task Groyp gave

a sighting at 30wi Nep 12910 E, of an onermy foreo eomposed of 1 BBy 1 or
2 GLy and 7 or 8 DD on courso 300 Tey Spocd 12 knots, Voathor at tha cone
tact was poor, with coiling 3000 feot, visibility 5 to 8 miles, and ocecose
sional rain squalls, Fiftoen minut.aa lator tho onomy course was yoported
changod to 240 Ty vhich soomed a probable eormitnment tovard OKINATYL for cow
tion rathor than t.owqrd SISEDBO for a ehange of FYoot base, which mipght have 22'
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boon irmpliod ir the course of 300 T, In any event, this Task Group launchod
at 0905 a Spocial Tracking Team of 16 VF plus two Jeplanc Comrmunieation Links
to track and roport oneny mvmants.

AR LAyodng of all availablo VD and VT was cormioneed immediatoly, and
at 1000 a total of 106 VB and VT with 80 VF as oseort woro launched for tho
attack, TG 58,1 launched at tho samc tine, Planes of tho two Groups woro
ordorod by CTF 58 to make coordinatod attacks, to be followod by TG 5844y
which launched about one hour later,

42 4t 1115 the Tracking Toan piekod up the cnory, now on course 200 T,,
and mointained eontaet until tho Strikes arrived, having drawn considorable
hoavy punfire in tho moantinc, but with no damage sufforcd, No cnomy air ope
position was oneountorod during this porfods In fact during tho ontiro ace
tion, boginning with the first sighting ot 0815, plancs fron this Task Group
caw only 3 cncmy plancs in the vieinity of tho :ra ancso Foreco, Two of thoso
woro 8plashod (tho third oseaped in the elouds), nnd a1l threc woro bolioved
transicnte, not diroctly eonnocted with the Flaot noverionts .

43 Lt approximatoly 1230 plancs from TG8 58,3 and 58,1 bogan arrive
ing at tho secno of action, Dotailod action roports of the participating Air
Croups arc not available at prosont writing, so this roport can only skotch
in brood outlino tho action and resulis of Task Group 58.3's attackse

Lo Woathor ot tho contact had doterioratod, and throughout at least
tho first phase of tho battlo hoavy recurront rain sqm‘.lla rroatly multiplied
tho difficulties of tho Targot Coordinatorts task in dirceting the attaeks
end assoseing immodiate dumge during tho hour and a half ovor vhich tho ate
taﬂks woro sproady

454 Ono of TG 58,1's Air Groups was first on tho scono, and was die
roctod by tho Targot Coordinator to moko the first attaeck, fo].{ownd by Alr
Groups of this Task Group (oxcopt that the HANCOCK Group r.-un lato and novor
succooded in loeating the target in tho bad woather), Mojor attacks wero
concontratod on tho YIMATO, and it is consérvativoly ostimatod that plance
fron this Task Group scored a minirmun of 8 torpodo and § borb hits on tho
battloship, with a possibility of sovoral moro hits if tho estimates of each
of tho 4 partieipating Air Groups ean bo substantiotod, Thon TG8 5843 and
58.1 had finished their attacks on the YLMLTO she was smoking heavily anide
ships and listingy ond althourh still ablo to mancuver at pood speed wos
obviously badly hurt,

4B, Meanvhilo, intcnse and accurato Al had been oxporiecneod fron
ships of tho Jap Scman and attacks apninst thom had boon initiated to fow
ciiitato tho attacks on t.ha YLMATO, Tho CL AGANO wos sdriously damasred by
bonba and a possiblo torpodo hit b'y this Task Group, and was loft burning,

oad in the watore This Croup definitoly oxplodod and sank 1 DD by torpodn,
pmbnbly sank a socond DD, also by torpedo, and inflieted hoavy damapge on 2
additional DDsy, ona of 'bhc latter two boin'? of tho TERUTSUKI elsss, and all
tho othors buliovad of tho TLKANAMI elass,

LT Then the Groupts planes had corploted thofr attacks thorc was
no question that tho YAMLTO wos as tough a8 roputed, for sho had taken enough
punishnont to have dostroyed any but hardicst of shipsq Dut thore was also
na. doubt that sho had boon moasurably woakonod, and that hor oseorts had boon
larpoly incapaeitatod, paving tho way for finishing blows doalt by lator ate
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484 This Group's lossos wore 3 plancs by flaks 1 HELLDIVER, 1 r.mmm,
and 1 HELICLT, Tho fichtor pilot made a wator landing closo to tho Task Foreco
and was roscucd, but tho othar 2 plancs eranshed at tha secna of aetion with no
survivors of tha 2 pilots and 3 airerowmon,

49, In the neantine, beginning about 1200 the cnory!s air attack of
tho provious day was rosuned apaingt the Task Foreo in intonso and unremitting
assaults, L total of 18 attacking plancs wore dostroyed at or noar the Foreo,
15 by Cii’ and 3 by shipa! gunfiro, Eﬁt 1 suicidor slipped throush the dofensos
and erashed squarcly on tho flirht deek of tho HLNCOCK at 1211, Fortunatoly
the matorial danajzo and porsonncl easunltios:wore relatively lipht with 28 row
ported killed, 52 wounded, and about 15 missinge Furthor flirht oporations
wero provontod by a 20 foot square holo in tho flight doek, upward buekling of
the forward olovator, and both catapults being put out of cormission, Firocs
wore undoy eontrol 'by 1230 and wore oxtinguishod with cormondablo spood and
cfficioney,s Hor Strike plancs wore takon aboard at 1615 by mamunl operation
cf tho barriors, and the ship romainod vAth tho Task Group until tho noxt roe
plonishnont day,

PILSE 4 w THIRD KYUSHU STRIKES = 13«14 Mav 1945

50, 43 Moys Offonsive air oporations had beon eancolled at 1215 on tho
proceding day ond a northorly course sot for tho scheduled launehing area off
KYUSHUs TG 58,1 accompanicd this Group, to whieh tho MONTEIEY had roported on
12 May, naking 5 carriors in all with the ESSEX, ENTCIURISE, RLNDOLIH, and
BLTLLN, This Group was assignod Target Arocas 2 and 34, indicated on chart
foilowing page Te

e  Since rojoining the Group on 6 May the ENTCRRISE had donc vale
ucblo night heekler work on tho airficlds of tho IYUKYUS and southorn KYUSHU,
Dut hor groateost offcetivonoss was dononstratod during the nights procoding
those Third Strikes on KYUSHU, Sinco sho was the only nirsht earrior vith tho
Task Forco, her scope of oporations eoverod tho ontire island of KYUSHU, and
during the two niphts proecding thosc Strikos hor hocklers attacked virtually
cvory alrficld of importaneo thorcons T'rlor to tho day launches on 13 May,
VF (N) and VT(N) bonbod (with ineondiary eclustors), rockotod, and strafod aire
fi0lds at KLNOY4, KLNOY. ELST, KUSHIRL, SHIDUSHI, KOXUDU, KLGOSHIIL, CHIRLN,
ond INUJO in tho extromo south; MIYLZLKT y Nmmmt., and TONTTLK., along
the ocast coast; and KUMLIIOTO, OMURL., and SMBEDO in the middle woste Numorous
fires and oxplosions wore roportod causcd by the attasihe, and 1 RUFT was
splashed and 1 GEORGE smoked as the attackors reotired fron tho targot oroae
Niht fichtors of the Dawm TC/Y shot dowm a total of 8 oncriy planes in the
KLNOYL. aren, Closer to tho Foreo, the Task Group Damm CLP dostroyod 2 JLKES
and 1 TONY, for a total of 12 kills and 1 damgod by VF (M)

52¢ Tho Piret Swoops found no airborne opposition whatover, dospito
coverare of tho cast eoast fyonm MIYLZLKI to SEEKI and as far west u.n KIXKUTOMI
and KIKUCHI. Installations at tho two lattor ficlds wore thorouchly strafed,
rockotod, and bombed with domape unobsorvods Noar MIYLZLKI a loconotiva wna
strafod and the train stoppod, but it 1s bolioved vithout sorious damnpe to
thc locomotive, as the train had moved whon the aroa wos apnin eoverod o fow
hours lator, 4 pood firo wos sot in tho towm of MIVLZIKI, in tho abseneo of
any worthwhile targots on the fiocld itaclf, Vory fow nonerovettod plancs
woro obsorved on any ficlde by thosc carly Swoops, but satisfactory rosults
woro achioved at KIKUCHI (RLIFU) whoro 1 DETTY, 1 FRANCES and 1 VAL wore 24_
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YAMATO AND SIX OF HER ASCORT JUST PRICR TO FIRST ATTACK

TG 58,3 - BATTLE CF THE EAST CHINA SEA = 7 APRIL 1945
YAMATO STILL MANEUVERING AT HIGH SPEED BUT WITH FIRES

AMIDSHIPS AFTER BOMB AND TORPEDO HITS BY THE GROUP.
TERUTSUKI CLASS DD, RIGHT FRONT, NOT YET DAMAGED, 25
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TERUTSUKI CLASS DD STILL MAKING GOOD SFEED, BUT BURNING
AVIDSHIPS FROM EARLY ATTACK BY THE GROUP




TG 58,3 - BATTLE OF THE HAST CHINA SEA - 7 APRIL 1945 CL
AGANO IEFT DEAD IN WATER, DOWN BY THE STERN, HOLED ON THE
PORT SIDE, AND DAMAGED TOPSIDE AFTER ATTACK BY THIS TASK
GROUP'S PLANES




FIRST TAKANAMI CLASS DD, D&AD IN WATsR, AND OTHERWISs DAMAGED

B . g < v

TG 58,3 - BATTLE OF THE EAST CHINA SEA = 7 APRIL 1945 SECOND
TAKANAMI CLAS3 DD WITH LITTLE OR NO WAY ON, AND SERIQUSLY
DAMAGED AMIDSHIPS, WHEN THE GROUP'S ATIACKS WERE COMPLETED

4 DD WERE THE ONLY UNDAMAGED SHIPS ON THE SCENE,
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burnod, and 2 sinfles woro damaged, In oddition 1 tvin was roportod destroyod
at TOMITLKE, -

536 Tho Morning Strikes werc divided botwoon TLMUNA and S/EKI, Tho
first vas woll hit with bonbs eonecentrated on the hanpar arca, and with good
firca started in a large hanpor and bLuildings in addition to blast danape,.
L sampan was strafod and sunk aftor tho attack on the fiocld,

544 At SLEKI 4t was found that tho De29 raids had burned out most of
the hangars (although apparontly all wore still standing and looked in good
ordor fron a distance), and part of the fiocld had boen thoroughly eraterod.
/.t tho land fiold tho Strikos! bombing was eoncentrated on the hangars, and
107 1 triple and 1 quadruplo hangar at the north ond of the row burning
hevily, Across the narrow waterway tho seaplane station was likewisc woll
his. vith moro diversifiod damage, At lonst 2 hanpars wore hit and the oneo
faothest to the northwost was burnod, 4 building bolioved to be Administroe
tivo headquarters was bombed, and a gasolino or oil dump oxploded with
flanos shooting to 1500 feot, In addition, shops and misccllancous buildings
voot of tho athlotie fiold, the landplano Administration building and the
north bridge botweon the two fields all had direct or ncarby hits and wero
roderately to seriously damnged, Tho AA was accurato, with tho 1light caliw
o particularly intense, One HOLLDIVER was shot dowm and crashed in tho
- by & parachuto wns scon to opon at least partly, but no survivors woro
spotted during the Strike or by lator Reacuc planos.,.

5% The Second Sweops attacked TOMITLKA and KUMAMOTO with nmoderately
good rosults, Numerous Seottod planes ST of TOMIT/AKL field wero borbed,
rockoted, and strafed, but lowelovel axanmination convineed most of tho pilots
thut the planes wore probably nonwoperational bofore the attack, AN wos
maager to noderate, of light and nmodiun calibor, and no approciable danage
wos suffered by our planos, Upon retircmont, a radar station to tho NC was
hoavily strafed, eand 1 of the 4 Luildinrs was loft ablazo.

564 At KUMAMOTO, of aw estimated 14 planes on the ground, 4 twins
(TOESYS or DETTYS) were destroyed; and just north of the field a train was
strafed and the locomotive exploded, as showvn in the necompanying photograph,

57 The Aftornoon Strikes wore apain divided, hitting EIKUCHI, and
SLEKI for the second tine, At KIKUCHI the hangar area at tho S©7 ond of the
licld was accurately and heavily hity cocusing large fircs and mmorous oxe
plosions, and reported destruction or oritieal danapo to 5«8 hanpars and -
nurorous snaller buildings cloce by, SLEKI seaplane station was attaeked with
rcported pood results, althouph accurate assossnent of damape vwas impossible
in tho heavy smoko and dust that quickly obseurcd the arca, Diroet hits woro
obeorved on 3 large buildings, including one of the scoplano hangars, and on
scovoral slichtly smollor struotures in the barracks or warchouse areca, Tho .
Storage areo north of the railyard was also well bombed, but with undotorminod
rosulte, Tho light AL was apain intenso and aceurato, and shot dom 1 HELle -
DIVER and 1 LVENGER, Thero was a possibility of onc survivor fron tho AVENGER,
but none eould be locatod by Rescue planos which covorod tho aroca thoroughly,

58, Tho Th:l.rdﬁweo;:s attomptod to roconnoitor SLSEDO, but o thicl:
snoko screon provonted aceurato observation, other than dofinite visual roco
nition of 2 largo warships among a sizablo numbor of other ships, At OMURA
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TG 58.3 - KYUSHU = 13 MAY 1945 SAEKI LANDPLANE HANGARS,
PREVIOUSLY GUTTED BY B-29s, PROVE STILL GOOD TARGETS FOR

PIN-POINT BOMBING
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- KYUSHU - 13 MAY 1
ARE ACCURATELY BOMBED

TG 58




TG 58,3 - KYUSHU - 13 MAY 1945 DESTRUCTION OF
LOCOMOTIVE NEAR KUMANOTO




TG 58.3 - KYUSHU - 13 MAY 1945 KIKUCHI (WAIFU)
CAMOUFLAGED INSTALLATIONS UNDER LOW-LEVEL RECONNAISSANCE
AT 0645
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TC¢ 58,3 - KYUSHU = 13 MAY 1945 KIKUCHI (WAIFU)
UNDER ATTACK AT 1330
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CETTYS rovotted cast of the ficld wore straofod, with undetormined dﬂm'fn, end

shops north of the soaplanc station woro atrnfud rockoted, and borbod, starte -

ing sovoral firos, and dcstroyinr at loast 1 shop, At tho ’ ontranes to
NIDL 6 MTDg of 754100 foot, oach carryinr 2 torpodoes, and 22 smallor boots
ostimtod 25«40 foot wore discovered and attacked, None arc knomm sunk, but
L of cach typo boat wore loft burning and dead in the wator, Ono Supar Baknr
was also attackod and damaged north of NAGISLKI,

5% TLCHILILI was thoe second major airficld attacked by the Third
Swoops, and with pood rosults roportod, Dombg and rockots blasted buildings
and smaller shope at the Mi of tho ficld, sotting 1 large building afire, and
Loaving tho arca covored with snoko, On tho ficld only 3 or 4 plencs wore
“cune Al woro attacked, and one, a DETTY, was burnod, It was obsorvod thet
[ ‘vrious attacks, bolicved by 1‘1-295, had aavarely damagod the remaining ine
cui.llations at thu fiolde

60, Lt MIYLZLKI only 1 operational plano was found, It was promptly
strafod and burnod,

€1, ENTEICRISE night hoeklors apain ranpod far and wido dure
12 tho nigh 3«1/ May. Tho 17 fioclds coverod inecludod the familiar ones
i1 southorn uaatorn and wostorn KYUSHU, plus GLNNOSU and ITAZUKE to the
ru~tnvost; SLEKT, OTTL, USh, and TSUIKI to tho northoasts and MATSUYAMA TEST
and KDGHI on SHIKUKU. At KOCHI an ostinmatod 45 oporationcl planos wore
caucht on tho ground and heavily strafed vwith many reaulting fiross Roported
borb danago on at loast 4 ficlds was vory substantial, including munerous
fires and oxplosions of nodorate proportions in addition to throo ospeeiclly
notable incidonts, At MIYAZAKI bombs wore dropped in the north eentral part
of the fiold and rosultod in sovoral small fircs, vhich in turn were followed
5 ninutes later by a total of 24 scparate larpe oxplosions, At GLNNCSU,
aleng tho west odpo of the ficld 10 fircs followod by oxplosions wore boe
liovod possible aireraft destroyod, Tho KLNOYL Naval Isir Depot was the scono
of tho third incidont, o vory substantial firo and oxplosion ecusing unknowm
damapes Total orcnance expendod on thoso attacks was 47 roekots and 6,6 tons
of 100 pound GePe bombs, and ineocndiarios, In oddition to tho damape on tho
reound, nipght plancs shnt dotm 1 (SCLAR ovor tho tarpot urna, and 3 hand:l.ta
noar tﬂo Foreo, 1 DINLH, 1 DETTY, and 1 ZEKE,

62, The fine work done by the night hocklors and fightors undoubtodly
oribarrassed the cnomy, but did not provont hin fron launching an oarly and
sustained attack on the Forco, Dofoys wore on the scrocn with 1littlo intoiw
wuption during most of the night, Shortly aftor 0600 bogoys bogan elosing
and nunorous raids woro plottod during tho noxt half hour, At 0652 o TONY
was splashed by CiP, At 0655 anothor bopgey was picked up 4 milos fron tho
fcrnation, and tho Task Group immediatoly oponed fire, but 2 minutes lator a
asulcidor dived into the ENTEIPRISE, hitting the flight dock slirhtly to store
board and just abaft #1 olovator, The olovator was complotoly dostroyod and
tho flight doek was badly bulpged, Othor matoriscl dammpe wns fortunatoly node
orate, and personnel casualtios vory 1licht undor the eireumstaneccs, with 13
rc*:mrtod killed and 32 woundode, Rosulting fipes woro woll controlled novor
ac ~uninr najor proportions, and woro complotoly oxtinpuishod by 0800. A1l

ENTURIRISE planos in the air woro safoly landod aboard ships of TG 5841, .
r.'hir»h ms froc fron attaek at tho 4ine, Enory attacks eontinuod tumr:ﬁtt:lnm
until about 1030, by whieh tino a total of 20 planos had beon shot down within
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or noar tho disposition (oxeluding the 3 dostroyed by nicht fichtors), 5 of
thon by AL, and 15 by CiP, No furthor onomy air activity was oxporicneod
noar tho Taak Group. During the morningts action, tho DLATLAN wos hit on
tho port quarter by a salvo of 4 x 5 inch shells cuuainp 1light da.mpo, but

unfortunatoly killing 7 and wounding 27 onlistod men, 4 emall fire was soon
oxtinpuishod, and flight oporations econtinued without interruption, .

63, Liummhilu dospito tho air attacks, the Task Group flight oschode
ulc had boon closcly adhumd to, vith only minor dolays in launchos and roe
covorios,

644 Tho throo Swoops launchod throurhout tho day had gubstantially
tho samo oxporicneo as on the procoding doy, namoly, virtually no air oppose
5t_on, and vory fow plancs observed on the ground, All airfiolds in Arcas

3. and R, and u11 in Aroa 2eD t GORYU, ISLHAYS, and SASEDO woro cove
crode Mtucks on TSUIKI, OMURL, and KIKUCHI yinldod geod rosults, and at
tho ond of the day; inecluding tho plance hit by the Strikes, a totul of 22
had boont dostroyed on tho ground, 24 probably dostroyod, and at loast 16
damngody Of tho fow alr borno cnony sirhtod, 4 woro uhot down by Swoep
planos; Ono of a proup of 5 TONYS wme damagod, and all 5 immodiatoly duckod
into tho clﬂudﬂi

65, surfaeo tarcots of opportunity woro also attacked by tho Swoops,
and by osecorts of roseuo plancs, rosulting in a total tomnagc of 11,000 dane
ared or sunk, Of this total 1 Tare Dokor and 3 lugrors wore definitoly sunk,
and 1 luggor probably sunk, Tho rost, ecomprising 3 Sugor Ablo Supars, 1 -
Supar Charlio, 1 Sugar Dog, 4 luprara, 5 barposy 2 tugs, and 1 motor ‘buat.,
wore dorogod ! in vorying dogrocs, |

66, Tho Morning Strikes, flown by oaeh of tho 4 day earriers, all h:lt
B4 airfiold installntions, Prior damre by De29s was vory comiduru.blo,
the added woight of cxplosives dropped by tho Strikes is bolioved to havo
loft tho aroa worthloss as a futuro tarpot, Duildings at the N7, SE, and
gouthorn odpos of tho fiold offorod tho bost targots and wore thoroughly
boribod, Hoavy dust and sroke ovseurcd tho results, but.mmorous dirocet hits
end et loast 4 larro fires wore roported, Six sinrlowonrino plancs clong
tho north odpo of tho ficld woro strafed with no rosults obsorved, and it is
bolioved theso planos woroe probably dunrndos, Eirht to twolve rowotted plancs
woro barbod and strafod with wnknowmn rosults, Jecurato AA shot domn 1
LVENGER whieh erashod with no survivors, and 1 HELLDIVER, vhiéh mado a smtor
landing in the Inland Soa, within 3 nilaa fron tho nhom of tho pnn:l.nsula
northoast of B,

67 So many finc airesoa roscuos havo alroady boon mado eloso to
onoryy positions that thoy aroc beeoning almost o cormonplaeo, but is boliovod
that fow if any havo oquallod or surpassod tho roseuc of tho pilot and punner
of this HELLDIVER, Ls tho two non oseapod fron tho ditehod plano, VF osecorts
.of tho Strikc woro dotachod to orbit thom until rosewo plancs could arrivo,
Gunfiro fron shoro positions was not ospoeially bothorsomo to the dommod avie
atorsy but two onory vossols whieh hoadod for then prosonted a sorious hagard
vnt.il thoso eraft woro attackod and drivon fron tho aroa, bodly danapod, by
the orbiting firhtor planos, Moomvhilo 2 (B2Us fron tho LSTUIH-&, wvith 61-’
corts, wore onrouto to attompt tho.rosewo, No aly opposition appoarod,
tho surfaeo aroa wos kopt eloar by tho firhtors, but tho shoro gattorioe boe
cano o vary roal throat to tho soasplanos, Oneo apain, howevor, thoy pulled
it off, ond caeh of tho KINGFISHERS," '-'!:lth fino airnanship and soomanship,
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pluckod an aviator from under the onory's muns and out of his formorly privato

sous Modorato 4L fron shore battorics farthor south was fairly aecmto, tut

i':‘:ind no danaro, and tho return to tho Forec was eomplotod without furthor
dont,

68, The Lftornoon Strikos woro assirmod OMURL airficld and tho KUlle
HOTO Lireraft Faetory as primary tarrots, Dad woathor in tho ONURL area
foreod a divorsion, and that scetion of tho Strike attacked IZUNMI adrficld end
tha IMINAMLTL pla.nt of tho Japan Nitrogoen Fortiliszor Company, Tho lattor toye
7ot was woll hit, with nost borbs hitting tho cloctrolysis buildinpg, and some
borba on the cm:q:-maor and synthosis buildings, and on tho nitrie aeid unity
Many lerge firos woro stortod, somo of vwhich woro atill burning 2 hours later
when a Photo Mission passed the aroa, At TZUNI, hanpars cast of the fiocld
wore roekotod and strafod, scttinr 2 rood firaa- ono wvarchousc s sovaoroly
damared; additional emturﬂ woro put in tho runmays; and of 9 planes attaekod
in rwetnunta scuth of tho ficld, 2 woro burnod and 2 othore hoavily damnrod,

69 Lt KUMANOTO tho bombing foreo was divided, as it was found that
the aireraft foetory hod alrecady ‘buun hoavily dnmmd. Only thc dive boribers
struck this target, and pood hits wore obsorved, 48 o rosult of tho cumloe
tive domare, this foetory was roportod no lonrer a worthvhile terpote Tho
LVENGEES wore dircetod to attack an Lrry Lir Dopot building ST of KIKUCHI,
Tho aroa wos well hit, with munorous fires and oxplosions resultinge Tho
LVENGETS also dostroyed the only romaining hanrar on tho fiolde Plancs in
cho dispersal arons wero pivon a thorouch strafinge Two wore burned, and
othors worc scon snoking but could not dofinitoly bo eloined as doutroyod-

70, L briof statistical swmary of tho 2=day Strikos, rﬂ't.hnut attorpte
ing to itonize tho rrownd damno inflietod, shows tho following rosultss

Sortdes over tarmot _ _ L L L L et r e ea 57
Enoryy plancs « dostroyed .
probably dostroyod or denagod id,

Enory ships = sk or damagod (tons) _ _ _ . 11000
Own planos lost e combat _ _ _ _ o o oo oo 6
- oporationa) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1

Owm aviation purammul lost = canbnt, pilots b
" erovw _ 5

' - npomtinnal 0

Dorbs droppod (tond) _ _ v v e cewece—- 286
Nockots firod 800

THISH 5 =« DIRCCT SUITORT OF OKINA'L OCCUTLTION e

423-28 liaxch, 30 March = 6 Loxdl, 8 Loxdl e 12 Moy 1528 Moy

lator Jdx Dottlog

n, Durine tho 79 days ovor vhich tho ontiro oporations of this Task
Group oxtonded, offongivo missions woro flowm apainst tho oncry on o total
of 52 days. On sovoral days thoso missions wero eonfined to Tarpot CLP on
ac~ount of poor woathor ovor tho land tarpot arcas, whieh also prevontod any
unonv contacts, Tut on cach of 34 doys eontoet with onomy planes wmas nodo,
and nt loast 1 bandit shot down, However, tho distribution of plancs shot
dovm ovor thoso 34 doys waos vory unovon, with 384 of tho total 632 erowded

3

]~




into 8 doys, ene of which, 18 Mareh, has becn described cbove, Summary figurcs
for these dnys are aa followss

Targot 36 1.671493033 5 31
Favee 23 S 020 2 8 .0 0 2

Total 3 5 9% 2 3% 3 A 3%

T2 With the excoption of 18 lareh, when tho score wos run wp in the
First KYUSHU Strikcs, cach of theso days found tho onomy launching lorgessenlo
adr offonsivos against tho landing forees and tho Floot at OKINLTL, and with
TF 58 froquontly ineluded as o targot. Howover, as indieatod in the above
tabluy a relativoly smll proportion of tho onomy plancs was dostroyed noar
tho Foreo, and in most instareos our planos succcoded in intorecpting and doe
stroying the bulk of the onomy foreces bofore thoy eould ronch their targot
aroas, Tho majority of the intoreoptions wore as far north as LMUII GUNTO,
with others just to tho north of Ol?igNLWL. It is probably consorvative to say
that at lcast 50% of thesc dostroyed woro cithor bombeeorrying or suicido ate
*ack planos, Had thoy succocdod in gotting through to OKINATL, tho Floot and
Tanding Forcos would undoubtedly havo hnd a far roughor timo than thoy dide

T3 en 3 April our Soarch plancs wero returning to base vhon the Coms
munication Rolay toam spottod cnomy plones on TOKUNO fiocld and immodiatoly
attagcked, Strafing dostroyed 3 and sovoroly damaged 4 or 5 othors, As tho
oull-ocut was being made, our plancs sightod an ostimatod 9 singloecngine
#i4ndwlandingegoor ploncs (fdontifiod as MLRYS ¢r SONIIS), covorod by 4 to 6
TONYS approaching tho ficlds Tho Rolay team turnod to attack and shot dowm
2 TONYS followod by 2 MiRYS, 4s tho battle continuod more Search planos are
rivod, similtancously with o large onomy grewp from tho north, part of which
joinod tho molco at TOKUNO, and part of which was ongaged by Swoop plancs
ncar KIKLI, At tho ond of tho fight, our plones had shot dovm 40 Japs out of
an ¢stimated 45 in tho vicinity, thoroby drawing the sting fron tho first
nmajor nir countoreattack, and at ono of the most wvulnorablo stogos of our
landing foreo oporations, This Group's loas was 2 HELICLTS, of vhiech 1 pilot
was roacucde CIF 58's mossage to CTG 58,3 said, "Your Group cortainly pars
formed o marvelous job today, [oll donge®

The 6 April saw the Japs launch a coordinatod allwout attack in tho

olr and by thoir land foreos at OKINLTL, loading wp to tho Banzai ehargo of

20 YIMATO on tho 7th, Tho Task Foreo was also gubjootod to a porsistont
2«hour attack boginning at 1055, During this prolonged assault CAP of this
Task Group shot down 19 eneryy plancs, and AL accounted for 3 moro, Howovor,
tho largost bog of tho day was collgeted by tho Aftornoon Soarch from tho
FSSEX gwhich again intorecpted tho main body of the Jop air attaek, In thoe 3
hme ongagenent that followod, a total of 49 Japs woro shet d 8 by BUNKER
HILL planos, and tho root by ESSEX plonose At tho eloso of tmay o grand
total of 90 onomy plancs had boon destrayod in the air; with 69 aceountod fop
by Lir Group 83 aboard tho ISSEX, oqualling tho roecord for that ship for qno
doy's oporations, : _
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75« - Alr battlos on sueccoding days followod substanti the sano
pattorn, with tho oncmy foreos about ovonly dividod botwoon ZEKES, and lator
model fightors, as oseorts, and bombwearrying or suicide plancs, many of
:201;‘ proesar modols, oven ineluding tho biplanse intormediato trainor Typo 93
] -

QKINGL Sypport Missions

76, Fron 23 Moreh wntil the landings on 1 April offensivo nissions
flown by this ¢ wore deveted prinarily to nowtralization of air fiolds,
and to attacks an boach dofonsos, Tho offieioncy of nany of thoso nissions
was oxcoodingly diffieult to ovaluato, sineoc many of tho targots assignod
woro gun positions, tronehos, and eaves, on whieh damago assossnient 4s noxt
to impossiblo, Shipping wmse nlso a hié priority targot, and during theo
first 2 wooks eonsidorablo tonnago of modiwnm and snoll size ships and boats
vas suceossfully attaekod, Thoroaftor schipping targete appcarod only 8poSe

nodiecally,

e Following tho landings on OKINAA oa 1 April, tho Strikcs and
Support:-nissions wore froquently dircetod to hit targets of opportunity, or
to dunp thoir cxplodivos on towms for gonoralearoca dostruetions It was
agoin diffieult to assess tho offoctivoness of any ono of those rdasions or
of thoir eurmlative total, although in tho aggregnto tho damage dono a8 unhe
doubtodly vory substantial. Among the wide varioty of targets attackod on
nmany oecasions, in addition to thosc noted abovo, woro faetories, warchouscs,
barrocks, storage aroas, eamouflaged boats on the beaeh, midgotesuboaring
pors, dooks,’ troop eoncontrations, radar and radio stations, fuol and annunie
tion durps, bridpgos and eausoways, lichthouscs, truecks and tanks, and oven
haystacks in soareh of eonecalod pmrmunition durps,

78, Two attaeks are particularly notoworthy, the first a series of
Strikes on tho midgotesubnaring base at UNTEN KO, and tho sceond a good oxe
arrlo of closo ground support, At UNTEN KO tho first attacks roported 1little
succoss duo to tho axeollont camouflage of tho submarine pens and noorby ine
etallations, Howovor, elosc eoxanination of photographs taken during those
attacks rovoalod a mmbor of eoneenled pons and provided an opportunity for
briofing the pilots an tho pinepoint targots, Pormission was obtained fron
CiSCU to hit tho aroa goin, and tho rosults woro oxeollent, with 3 or 4 pens
deostroyod to the accompaninont of hoavy oxplosions and hupe firos, Addle
tional pons woro loeatod on pleturos tokon during this attaek, and tho vhola
procoss ropoatod twiee apain, onding with a total of 11 pons wroeked, scve
ciol MTBe and midpot swbmarinos doetroyod, cnd gonoral dowestation of tho
buildings, fuel dumpe, and loosc stores, as wmoll as tho prineipal doek fom.
silitios, '

7% Tho outstanding instanec of clocoesupport of the ground troops
caro on 20 May when a Support mission was dirceted to land at KATENL ficld
for spoeinl bwiofing, Thoro it devolopod that a snall ridgo, surnounting a
natural anmphithoator sloping to tho southward, had hold wp our ground forecs
%o the NE of SHURI for ovor a wooke Moro thon 300 mon had boon killod in ate .
Lorpting to tako thio position, Tho ground forecs had finally doeidod that
closomsupport borbing was tho only ramaining alternativoy and had agrood to
accopt the risk of bord Yovors® into thoir lincsy Tho Support nission wma
carofully dricfod with a blowmtip photograph of tho position, and a Marino
Licutonant todo in tho Striko Loadorts planc to eocaech hin on to tho preeiso
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{gﬂitian. Thon, with our ground foreos atop tho ridge only 50 yords awmy, tho
LVENGEFS eanc in in paire at 200 to 400 foot altitudo, caeh dropping 2 x 500
poundors with 4 to 5 socond dolny fuscs on occh of 2 runs, blasting cnony gun
positions and dugwouts at tho base of tho ridgoe L8 tho last pair of 4

nado thoir drop, the artillory reoponod its barrago ond the troope swarmoed ovor
tho rideo, finahy socuring tho position with a loss of only 2 non, Of tho 48
borbg » only 1 had boon *long", and that ono, fortunatoly, wns a dude
Ground forcoe aeelainod the attack as "tho acro of ground support®, and tho
taking of that position proved two days lator to have boon the koy to tho wholo
saliont, which had beon doadeloekod for noarly 3 wooks, and thon foll apart
through tho axploitation of this position,

80, A resume of operations during Phase 5 showst

Sorties over target 4 o mm v mc e @ - = e 10
Enenty planes probably destéwped er damaged _
Ovm planes lost e oombat _ & o v v e v e we
e gperational | _ o=

Owvn aviators personnel lost - combat, pilots
T erow

= oporational, pilots

erew
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TG 58,3 - OKINAWA - 23 MARCH 1945 PRE=-INVASION BOMBING OF
TNEMY BEACH DEFENSES NEAR MOUTH OF BISHI GAWA,




TG 58,3 = OKINAWA - MARCH 1945 AT UNTEN KO A NEST OF MIDGET

SUB PENS WERE DESTROYED. SEVERAL BURNT OUT AND BURNING ARE
SHOWN ABOVE,




TG 58.3 = OKINAWA - 1 APRIL 1945 ROADS CLOSED BY PIN
BOMBING ON "L" DAY




TG 58,3 - OKINAWA GUNTO - 3 APRIL 1945 TOWN ON IE SHIMA
BURNS FIERCELY AFTER BOMBING ATTACK BY THIS GROUP. AIRFIELD
IN BACKGROUND, CITADEL AT RIGHT CENTER. ;H.




TG 58,3 = OKINAWA - 20 APRIL 1945 SUGAR LMILL BOMBED AND

BURNED NEAR NAHA IS TYPICAL OF MANY SMALL INDUSTRIAL TARGETS
DESTROYED BY THE GROUP.




TG 58.3 - KIKAI SHINA - 9 MAY 1945 NAPAIL AKD =001TT

o LU LN O i A=
~TTACKS BY VF OF THIS GROUP START HEAVY FIR=3 IN DOCK
A NEAR WAN AIRFIALD.




RATR. XV « STATISTIOAL SUMURY

&. Dotailed statisties for the ontiro operation 14 March « 1 Juno,

;rukm dovm by phascs, sot forth ¢m Whert aTso? page @,arc summariszod as fole
owsg \ '

Task Group 58,3 « March 14 « 1 Juno,

(a) Doataxuction of Enomy Alreraft

(1) Doatroyod dn air by &6 _ _ o . 632
Dostroyod in alr by Al . o w =

43
Dostroyod on ground _ o v« « = Adbe———
Total dostroyod _ oo o 826

5l
. —

(@) .
Iﬂairwﬁ - e e s e e oae we
Onm--------—-u

() Dazazo to Enory Shizping | |
Type of Probobly |
Jogsed, Supk _Sunk Damagod Iotal
BB 2 < S
cY 1 p |
CL 1 1
CL 1 1
CVE . 2 2
D .. 1 1 6 8
Midget SS 1 1 2
SL 1 ) §
™ 1 I e
SLY 2 a
F1C 1 1
8.8 3 3
SB 3 3 b 10
SBES 1 5
FTD 3 " 8
SC 2 & 4 10
D & q a. B

16 24, 62 102

Misc, 6mall ' 4 '
oraft 124 69 294, 487




C)M ®

(1) sirerart W WHN) VB VI fTotal
Combat _ _ _ 60 6 12 11 89
; Oporational_ 65 1 g 8 402

125 7 30 19 19
(2) Lviation Porsonncl Pilots Crow  Total

o R | 50 18 68
Oporational _ .. 23 - 3
V5] 25 92
() Batildo Damago to Own Ships
HLNCOCK 6 April Hit by sulcider, Extonsive

naterial damogoj- 28 killed,
52 woundod, 15 missing,

HLYNSWORTH 6 Lpril Hit Yty suicidor, Sovoro mee
torial damage and porsonnal
casualtios,

NORTH CLROLINL 6 fLpril Hit by 5" sholl in fomﬂn-
tion of #2 dircctor; 13
killod, 44 woundod,

ENTERPRIGE 11 Lpril Noar missos, light damago,
but battlo ofﬂeionﬂy OONee
sidorably impaired roquire
ing avadilability at ULITHI.

KIDD 11 April Hit by suicidor; ship holod
above watorlino; fortard
fire roon ruinod; CIC dow
molished; 20 doad, 60
wounded, ineluding C.0e

HLNK 11 Lpril Strafod by suicidor, #4=40
M dircetor badly damgodg
othor danage {

Klled, 1 wuﬁad, nissing.

HLIE 11 April Noar mise; rupturod fuol

tank; othor damngo suporfie
oinl; 1 man slightly mw,

BULLLFD 11 Lpril Vory ninor danage fron closo
niss by suieidor,
ESSEX 11 Lpril Conecussion fyom noar bomb

hit d4id nisecllancous domngo,
affoeting battlo officioney

only in easc of radar SC boe

ing rondorod inoporative, and

SK loft 605 officient; 1 80%e %

fous and 19 ninor injuriocs,




BUNKER HILL 1% Moy

BLTLLN

ENTERPRISE

L, tay -

14 loy

Hit by 2 sulefidors; vory Oxe
tonsive materiadl donmapos 352
killod, 52 missing,

Hit by salve of 4 x 5" shells
fron 7¢3 7 killed, 27 woundods
considorablo light damago,

Hit by suieiders axtonsive
natoriel damages 13 killod,
32 woundode



g
FART IV FHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE ) FHASE & FHASE 5
THIRD DIRECT SUFPORT OF
OKIMANMA OCCUPATION
= 1 afGdl = &5 SEF 20 | 2220 28 N
TOTAL SORTIES 70 | 2047 13270 12704
ot = tetal 525 210 251 757 10770 12513
Resse-StrTxes 459 a2 69 27 767
"EL'P - - %
Pee 3 =2 :
ote
. = = - 77 z
- total 185 127 99 290 &500 5201
E b s 437
| 4 -
mr. - - -
CHRAFT 5 ae
[] i tens tens tena ton 2 t Bl t
Reokets 3 g! = ’f— L. E— 4%:‘” % ong_
-Fl- - - - -
Ierpedess = 1L 113 = -
DAMAGE TO ENEMY [+
- 1o air iﬂ' 25 ; i 2
= 80 ground U - -]
s % 41 0 5 75 § 59 5 1.9 ﬁi e
Apaged - in air - | 2
= o0 greund 69 10 | = [’ ;29 29
.41 » (» BEn 1 19 9 202 L}ﬂ
OTAL 170 0 _| 26 113 786 Ad2;
ENEMY A/C DESTROTED BY '
BEIPS' GONFIRE _8 3 5 27 t 42
| |
ﬁﬂw 38D SB,13D,2scheoners 4 110D 1TB,3luggers,lsam= {250 4SD,1midget 55,3MTE,1 |
filhll beats, 1 sub pan 1w!1n; ﬂﬂft.]i“ﬂll.g sui=
ohasar, olde boats,Blugszers,b) mis-
6330 tens gellsncous small oraft
Probably Sunk D 25AI,35L,2 flahi 10D LNTB,5 small oraft |3SBS,45C,55D,3FTD,1 suloclde
beata,2 quirl. [beat ] lupul,i Im-rl
SABmpARS, |1.1u|11|nuul small uuri
i 10900 tens |
4 D.'I.d. BII ({Eenge) (38B,250,1680,2 fishe|TAMATO J3A5,158,15C,150,5 |200,100D/DE J-lidilt- 53,184, 1
fmmget | yaMa u'hu 8, I'qulr. 1 CL luu-r.,ﬁ hlr;u’: 335'15(1 ll{t 165D B 1':
l:. ur I & DD |t-u.|.l.1ul11 orart, |125f ﬂlhlu vessal, 15 small
|1 CA morobant 'lllllll.j-dﬂ'pt!lr-
2CVE 1 TB | beats,2suioide beats,2 large
| -llnd!.ng oraft,28luggers 224
{ miscellaosous small oraft,
q.b; Eﬁﬁ |
nes lest = im osmbat VF=5VE -
= sperational ly . 1 —
Porssansl lest = in oembat 10 mlt. = 6 orew ats - 1 arew
speratienally - = = =- r T]
TOTAL LOST 110 piTets = & orew | = 8 = 3 ar
GROUND TARCETS DAMAGED OR DESTROYED
FIEST KYUSHU= Hangars, sheps, barracks and miscellaneocus buildings at XKOCHI, EKARASEHARA, NITTAGAHARA, MIYAZAKI, IZUMI, HITOYOSHI , OMUHA bheavily
hit, Twe 500§ bembs and 50-60 reokets caused fires and heavy smoke at KUMAMOTO airoraft plant. Four fires started im XURE ARSENAL
AREA, Heavy strafing stepped 2 tralas.
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barracks and warebhouses at TOJIMBARA amd at TAMAKAWA 85 severely dapaged, Deck iostallstienms apd radic statien
= dook itself bit by terpedeoes with resulting large explesien. Dooks apd warshousss at FURUE, TAKASU, FURUCKO and
NAGATA bembed and strafed,

Eadiec Statiom TAKE SHIMA destroyed.

ounded h:r bembas and rnkiti tr- Task Group planes
IZ0MI, KIKUCEL TH:EII-P.ILI. TAZAXE ,

hpln l.ﬂ-rmn hn!.u“r (! lant at m—

RR Station in tewmn pear SAD eatroyed and

El.nrr lh-pn warshouses and misoellanscus bulldimge at fellewing airfields
u‘ (:ﬂ'%ﬁ beoklers; USA, OITA, SAEXT, MIVAZAKY, EANOTA, EOEUBU, EAGOSH
Amsunitien and rul.{ Itbﬂﬂ dumpa 'I'H"l eIpleded at ﬁﬂ.l ﬁﬂl’
lll.'!l. hﬂ!nr dl-;ﬂ with -n,r largs rires stil hu-nht hours after t-hi strike,
asarby factory damaged. KUMAMNOTO airoraft plant again hit. 2 lecomstives destroyed.

m - ll.rrlnkl, faotories, warehcuses, reads and bridges, strongpeints inoluding gun smplacements and
fuel and ammunitien storage, redio/radar installations, dook areas, troop conocentratiens, truo
pens -u-rl-u- apd airfield installations at » EADENA, rm.
I = Blmutl. factories, storage areas, fuel 411 d ook areas, gun positiens, redio stations and fmoilities at EOMIYA.

- Barracks,warehousss,nisoellanecus bui d{ fuel dumps,dook .ll.'l.lt-l.'l..{ltiunl ?m positions and airfields & insallatiocna
[ L{}“ﬂ“' punt, sugar mill, deok ulitlhtinnl. storage area, ampunition storage, gun positions, and airfield
: ens
.iirﬂt.ldt apd airfield installations at KUSHIRA, EANOYA and EANCYA EAST,

Eiuhnu. oaves and cdher
s and tanks, midget sub=

11-
ﬂ“ﬂllﬂllﬂl targets on islande througheut the NANSEI SHOTO area were hit inoluding lighthouss at TSUKIN SHIMAj;ligbtbouse,airfield

and buildings at IJ yAadic Statiens gt ACUNI SHIMA, TAEKARA apd OAJA SHIMA; redie statien and warebcuses at CKINOYERABU; small

facteries at IKE SHIMA; radie statien, warsbouses and fusl dumps on YORCH ﬁlm. apd airfields - SUKUMA, HIRARA, TANEGA,
Bbips eof this Task Groeup destroyed a tetal of 68 mimes during the emtire peried ceversd by this aotiea repert.




PaRT Vo= COuMiNTS aivD RuCuia'iNDWTIONS

TuCTICS sND OPERATIONS

SUSTAINLD OPERATIONS AT Sia,

82, This Task Group operated at sea for 79 continuous days. This was
made possible by the excellent replenishment services rendered by Task Group
50,8, by the rugged construetion of our ships and machinery, and by the sweat
and ingenuity of the thousands of men in the Task Group who fought and labored
to keep the ships afloat and in operation,

83, These extended opepations at sea have proven beyond a doubt that our
"ieet has murvelous ability to keep the seas close to hostile shores., The
devalopment of our seca=going Replenishue:.v Task Croup permits our Fleet to
operate for protracted periods at distances over 1000 riiles from our nearest base,

8L, However, this extended period at sea took its toll from both ships
and wen, OQur machinery was not designed for such long continuous combat steaming.
“s a result, there has been an accumulation of repairs that require a long pericd
21 port to effect, For the destroyers this approximates an overhaul., The general
efficiency of the crews deteriorated under the wany days of action and constant
tension caused by the ever-threatening Kamikaze attacks which sometimes struck
with little or no warning.

85. It is estiuated that after the 79 days at sea, 30 days should be
allowed to bring ships and men back to the fighting trin necessary for another
sustained operation,

86, This long period of replenishment, overhaul, and recreation reduces
the fighting efficiency of the crews, so that a period of training is necessary
about half way through this time., This, of course, interrupts machinery overhaul
and replenishment, but wust be accepted for the overall fighting efficicency of
the Task Group,

Recoumended: That for the maintenance of material and personnel
fighting efficiency a 30 day period at sea be followed by 10-12
days at anchor as the optiuuwn at this time, *

&7, The greatest single asset of the fast carrier is its mobility. any
erployment which fails to capitalize on this fact is not utilizing them to their
rullcst effectiveness, A considerable amount of fast carrier enmployment during
tals operation was in such category. They were retained in a fixed area and used
‘or close~in support of OKINAWA. &8 one wit described it, the Fast Carrier Task
Yorce was a "multi-billion dollar worm on a hook,"

(a) In the first place, by such employment we gave the enemy the
offensive and placed ourselves on the defensive, which is always an undesirable
situation for air power, which is primerily a weapon of offense,

(b) Secondly, fast carriers are a weapon that have tremendous striking
sower, However, they are very vulnerable, especially against an snemy who is
willing to destroy himself in order to inflict damage upcn our carriers,

g8, In the past we have been successful in obtaining tactical surprise in:.
our fast carrier strikes, The enemy scems to have been completely disorganized by
these attacks, and generally has offered no effective countur attack during the
first day., On the second day he seems to have been able to gather his forces and 5\
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his wits together sufficie to strike back with varying Qraas of success.
The longer we remain in the arca the less we gain from our initial surprise and
the more the enemy can reorgandze his counter-attack., Thorofore it would appear
that the most effcctive employment of the fast carriers, balancing dama;o in-
flicted upon the enemy against own losses, is in lightning-like strikes against
the enemy, inflicting maximum damage possible within a two day poriod, and then a
rapid withdrawal from the area, with a renowal of the same tactics later but

without a fixed pastern.

89, For continuous operations of a defensive nature in support of amphi-
bious operations it is considered that CVis should be utilized, Their small size
and excellent maneuverability should make them a more difficult target for the
Kamikazes, If they are lost, they can be replaced more easily then can ths ex-
pensive and complex fast carriers.

90. The fast carriers can more effectively support amphibious operatiouns
by fast strikes against the source of the enemy's air power, This will serve to
disrupt his planned movement of aircraft to the furward airfi.lds and bring about
a state of confusion that will prevent effective attacks being launched against
our amphibious forces, This plan of employment also gives us the advantage of
assuming the offensive against the enemy and docs not allow him freedom to plan
and execute attacks against us,

Elinination of Battleships from the Fast Carriepr Task Groups,

91, The fast battleships which-have been included in Task Group 58,3 have
linited this Task Group tc 26 knots formation speed, For sustained cruising the
battleships have been unable to maintain even 26 knots, as demonstrated during
this Task Group's dash from Ulithi to the Philippines fur the Ormoe Bay Strike in
November of 1944, Only one of the three fast battleships was able to maintain
the 26 knot speed, All other ships of the Task Group = carriers, cruisers, and
destroyers, can readily steam at better than 30 knots, and there have been
nunerous occasions when 30 knots or more was required for expeditious flight oper-
itionu. Now that enemy threat of BBs or heavy surface ships no longer exists, it

8 =
Recommendeds That the battleships be eliminated from the Fast
Carrier Task Groups so that the maximum speed of these groups
can be utilized both for fast run-ins to target areas and for
flight operations during conditions of light airs, Aassignment
of additional CLs and CLA.s to each task group would coupensate
for the loss of the battleship's heavy aAd battekries,

Operation. of Five or more Carriers in a Task Group.

92, During the recent operations Task CGroup 58,3 demonstrated the feasibile

ity of operating 5 and 6 carriers in one task group, The advantages of a greater
nunber of carriers per task group are:

(1) Increase in size of strikes.

2) Better cuordination of strikes,

3) Smaller percentage of fighters required for own CAP,
Larger number of oapriers can be oferafediip & given area
ana air space,

(5) Fewer nuuber of supporting ships (BBs, CLs, DDs) required.

(6) Better coordination due to fewer task groups,

(7) Improvement in commnications by reduction of nuuber of
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task grau;.,. .

It is considered feasible to operate up to cight carriers in one task group.

Recommended: That in order to profit from the advantages .
in operating 2 largcr nuuber of carriers in each task
group, the trend be to increass the numbor of carriers
assigne. to each task group,

AIR OPERATIONS

INTENSITY of OPERATIONS

¥ 93, Probably the best measure of the intensity of the recent operations
is in the record of air Group 83, which cperated frouw the LSSiEX,. the only carrior
of this Task Group which was present throughout the entire operation, CaG=83
flew a total of 24,853 hours, an average of 10,163 hours per month, whi¢h com=-
pares with 3,622 hours per mcnth for the highest of previcus air Groups opar=
ating from the LSSLX. CaG-83 had 52 days of coubat -ut of 79 days at sea come=
pared with 61 days of combat out of 139 (not cuntinu.us) days at sea (highest
yrevious averag.).

9%, & breakdown of total flight time for the entire period by type of
plane and hours per pilot of air Group 83 shows:

F6F(N) F6F FLU  SB2C TBY
Total hours 612 10412 8993 2321 2515

AV, per pilot # 76,5 186 163 93 101
-n.?, Of 10
highest pilots  w---= 203 200 110 110

# Based on average pilot conmplewent per squadron,

Arming Plan for Attacks on Naval Forces,

95, For use against heavy combatant ships (Bss or Cas) it is believed
that the torpedo is by far most effective weapon, In order to pernit the torpedo
to do its work of sinking these vessels it is considered that the most effective
employment of the dive bomber and VFB is-in support of the torpe.c attacks. The
function of the dive bomber and fighter-bomber is to knock out the enemy As and
peruit the VT to make unopposed torpedo runs, The most effective arming for the
VB and VFB in accomplishing this task is the GP bomb with instantaneous onm- .0l
second delay fuse, In the attack against the YauaTO it is believed that 1/2 of
the VF should have been armed with rockets for use against the enemy DDs, It is
extremely difficult fur fighter bombers to hit a destroyer. If 1/2 the fighters
had been equipped with rockets it is believed that none of the destroyers which
screened the YALnTO would have escaped,

Requests for Air Support,

96, The requests for air support were frequently received late at night,
an examination of thess requests revealed little or no change in the requirement
from the preceding day, It is believed that CSa shoul. have been able to deliver
his support air needs to the carriers early the previous day, This would permit
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! proper briefing of pilots and orcerly spotting of carrier deck and arming of
§ planes without breaking out the crews in the mi 'dle of the night,

97. h frequent complaint of the pilots on support air missions was the
long delay in assigning tarpets, Frequently the planes would report on station
and be ordered to orbit and wait, 4 few minutes before the scheduled departure .
time for return to base the CSA would assign the target, Time did not permit
pilots to find the targets on the chart, procced to the area, check the location,
and then deliver zn effective attack., This caused the flizht to be latc in re-
turning with a consequent disrupticn of the Task Group operating schedule, which
in turn caused succeeding fligzhts to be late on arrival, On several cccasions,
near the end of the period on station, flights were assi;ned a general area in
vhich to look for targets of opportunity. again the time allowed was not ade-
quate, and either the bombs werc hurriedly dropred or else the flight was late
in returning. On one occasion a flight was crderea to jettison their bumbs at
sea in spite of the large eneny~held portion of OKINaWa that existed as a targct.
Socn after this, a jettisoning zone on OKINAWn was established at the sujgestion
of the Task Force Commander,

Recommended: That in future Support air missions the pilots
be given their target assignment sufficicently early to pernit
a well planned attack and return to carric¢r on schedulc, It
should also be standard procedure to scot up a jettisoning zone
deep in cnemy territory so that bombs jettisoned would kill
Japs instead of fish,

98. Pilots ordered to rsgort to CSa for Target CaP on scveral occasions
reported that after checking in with Coa they were not given adequate directions
to fly an effective combat air patrol. In soue cases they were not assigned any
altitude for station,

PLANNING OF SUPPORT wISSIONS

99, It is proesumed that the froquent long delays in assigning targets to
the Support Missivns were probably the result of CuSCU's desire to have a strik-
ing force on station and ready at hund to meet any requests from the ground
forces for quick close-up sugport, However, the fact is that throughout the many
Support iissions flown by our planes, only one such call was apparently made, 4
very large proportion of the Supports were directed, apparently as last-minute
resorts, to bomb villages and towns, although the planes were not loaded with
incendiaries, It is believed that far more effective utilization of ocur forces
would have resulted from: (1) Reduction by 1/2 or 2/3 of the number of Support
ilissions kecpt "on call" in the air; (2) use of a planned incendiary program
against the towns or villages with properly loaded planes, .

Jap Degassing or Self-sealing of Grounded Flanes.

100, The increasingly smaller proportion of fires started by strafing of
grounded planes since the First TOKYO Strikes in February leads to the conclusion
that the Japs are usually degassing all planes except those standing-by for
irmediate operations, The possibility also exists that self-sealing tanks may be
far more widely used now, but the fact that air-borne enemy planes continue to
burn readily when hit by 50 caliber m,g. fire tends to refute this contention,

It was found, howsver, that better-than-average results in burning grounded planes, .
particularly revetted ones, was obtained by the VF of air Group 84 which were
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equipyed with 20 mm guns, It is believed that liarge-scale, positive destruction
of revetted and dispersed planes will not be reechieved until the 20 mm gun is
in general Fleet use on the fighters,

Composition of VF and VFB Squadrons,

101, The ESSEX had a mixed complement of F6F and F4LU fighters, This
caused considerable reduction in operating officiency and maintenance,

‘Recommended: That carrier air sroups be trained and equipped with
... ‘oither all F6F or sll F4U fighters,

Napalm Fire Bombs.

102, Following the unsatisfactory early results obtained from the use of
Napalm Fire Bombs, the RANDOLPH experimented and eventually obtained excellent
results by using wing tanks, Attention is invited to the report of these results
contained in Enclosure (B),

Photography for Target Reconnaissance,

103, Photographs taken of the KYUSHU airfields proved to be of immense
value for target selection, Pilots returning from the initial fightcr sweeps
ani strikes reported few enemy aircraft could be observed on the fields attacked.
Development of photos taken during these attacks revealed literally hundreds of
aireraft, mostly in revetments, and in some instances cleverly camouflaged,

These photos were used to brief the pilots for further attacks and as a result
many revetted aircraft were destroyed, Attacks on well .efended eneny fields
must bc delivered with all Jespatch possible in order to prevent an alerted a.a,
defense from shooting down our planes, or to prevent enemy fighters from adjacent
arcas from rallying for a counter-attack, This does not permit pilots to orbit
the target and look for concealed aircraft, By the use of photos, pilots can
know beforehand where to go for the hidden planes,

Hecommended: That photos of enemy fields taken by thec
frequent army air Force photc missions over the Lmpire be
provided tc the fast carriers for use prior to future
attacks on these objectives,

104, another example of the use of photography in target selection occurrad
at UNTLN KO, OKINAWA, where a midgetwsubmarine base and MIB base had been
previously discovered, The air group assigned this target made sevcral attacks
upon visible installations and then roported to the Commander Support aireraft
that no worthwhile targets remained and requested assignuent of another target,
Later, photo reconnaissance revealed that at least a dozen cleverly camouflaged
midgetesubmarine pens existed, Pilots were carefully briefed on the exact loca=
tions and achieved amazing success &m destroying many of thesc installations
which in some cases contained midget submarines and MTBs, On several subsequent
days photo reconnaissance revealed new targets which were carefully pinpointed
and destroyed by the attacking aircraft, None of these successful attacks'would
have been possible without the excellent photo reconnaissance to assist in brief-
ing the pilots,

Shore Bombardment.

105, Cruisers, battleships, and dest}oyﬁrs of this Task Group carried out ‘E;E;'
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shore bombardments of linama Daito Jima and Okii.awa, Detailed reports are
contained in individual ship action reports,

bnemy Planes Destroyed by Asi.

106, Throughout the operations, a total of approximately 55 enemy attack
planes, either bombers or suiciders, approached within gun ran e of this Task
Group and were taken under fire, It is believec that a total of 43 werc defin-
itely shot down,

bk Coordination,

107 The AA coordination plan was very effectively used by this Task Grou.
411 ships have been unanimous in praising its use by this Group, 4 good analysis
of its effectiveness is contained in the U,S.S. ESSEX action report part VIII P,
The following are some of the major aeconplishments of the plan as used by this
Croups

(1) Prompt warning of enemy attacks direct tc gunnery
stations on all ships,

(2) aiding pick up of contacts by giving solutions
obtained from tracking ships.

(3) Preventing firing on friendly planes in several
instances,

(4) Close~in CaP and night fi_hter interceptions from
fire control radar data passed to FDO.

(5) Lxcellent flow of tactical information enabling the
OTC to more effectively maneuver the Task Group,

108, The AA c.ordination plan can only reach its maxinmwi effectiveness
with (1) IFF on fire control rauar equipment, (2) an overhead search radar, and
(3) 4 close-in search radar, which is ur_ent,

an training,

109, Sleeve and TDD drone practices were held on replenishment days and
enroute to and retiring from the operation, It is believed that sleeve practices
are valuable as training although high-speed tar.ets would be ewen better,

Recommended: That maneuvering towed lider targets,
rocket targets, and lcnger rangze control of TDD drones
be developed to the point where they can be successfully
emplcyed by ships in the forward areas.. a practical
target for radar controlleu firing is also needed, If
possible, large drones should be provided at sea in the
forward area,

Performance of laterial.

110, siaterial in general did the job it was desizned to do, However it
is felt that the MK I computer is already obsolete, especially against high-
cpeed radically maneuvering tarpets such as suicide divers and Baka bombs, The
- lack of new equipment was keenly falt,

e
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111, Outstanding performanee by all units resulted in the rescue of 8%
cf all the downed airmen who it is believed had a good possibility of surviving a
parachute jump, crash, or water landing. The morale of both pilots and air-
crewmen continues te reflect the tremenduus lift provided by such achievements,
\hie outstanding rescues of 2 pilots from KAGOSHIL.a Bay, and of a pilot and his
sunner from deep within the Inland Sea (described above in paragraphs 35 and 67),
S 99 uarch and 14 May respectively, not conly demonstrated again the courage and
.21l of the 0S2U pilots, but also have been the suojeet of continued favorable
connent by aviators of the Group sincc their occurrence. Credit should again be
~rvflected on the pilots of the ASTORIn, whose planes performed both of these

noteworthy exploits,

T.essues by US2Us,

112. In all, the 0S2Us were dispatched on 15 rescue missions, and recover..

votal of 20 downed airmen. On 2 occasions the seaplane's engine failed t.
“L_rt after picking up the survivors, The parcnt cruiscr and escorting destroyer.
vere dispatehed to the scene in one instance, but the OS2U pilot finally succocds
.n starting his engine, and returned safely to basc, In the other case a destru,-
¢r was rushed tu the scene and succeeded in rescuing both the original survivor
and the pilot of the stalled plune, after which the plane was destroyed by gun-
fire,

Pescues by Submarines,

113, Excellent services were rendcred by the submarines, 3 of which (SLa
v=VIL, TENCH, and BOWFIN) recovercd a total of 7 downed airmen,

figscues by Dumbos.,

114, Fine cooperation was alsu received fron the Dumbos furnished by CTU
51.10, whosz services were offered whenever practicable, a total of 13 aviators
vere rescued by the Dwibos, In generaly Dumbo services were requested only when
the distances were too great for the 0S2Us, as it is considered that use of seu-

.lanes from the Task Group afforded bettur control of the rascue operations and
Hubsaquent dispositivn of survivors by the Task Group Coumanders & detailed
Listing of air Sea Rescue operations will be found in Enclosurc (a).

COMBAT INFOK\nTION CENTER.,
fiencral,

115, This operation, the longest and most str:nuous of the war thus far,
zave the Combat Informaticn Center more opportunities tu prove its &bllltf than
>ny previous coperation,

116, 4n idea of the enemy strength encountered during the operation may bo
.btained from the fcllowing statistics:

Tctal day raids plotted durlnL operatlun 183
Total night " B 174

Total all " " " " 357 57
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(Above figures do not include numerous friendlies showing
bogey., )

117. Tha most etremuous period of operation for CIC was from 2100 on 17
liareh to 2L00-on 19 uarch, during which time 44 night and 42 day raids were
. a~xed up, for a total of 86 raids in 51 hours, During this time there was only
~J hours and 46 minutes during which enenmy plancs were not reported,

RaDaliS

118, The expeditious and efficient carrying out of yroup Fighter Direction
(.*+ies in 58,3 was handicapped by the condition of the flagship's (USS LSSEX)
raiars, Due to the extended period she has foregone yard work all ship's radars,
an particular the SC and SK, have operated at 3 fraction of efficiency. «s &
result of the near niss experiepced by the ESSEX on 11 april the SC radar antennc
v15 lost and the set put out of commission for the balance of the operation, T
:Z with its inherent 90 degree blind spot (due t. location of antenna just out-
Loard of stack) only cperated at about 35% effitiency but was the only radar
71ilable for early warninz, The ship's Si radar suffering likewise from long

.ge without ample overhaul was most unreliable in determining altitude, and

, a total loss in determining friendly from bogey contacts,

119, As a result, the ESSLX depended almcst entirely on radar information
passed to the flagship from other units in the group, The cooperation and
information obtained from ships in the Group were excellent, The outstanding
rnits, in addition to the carpiers, were the WILKES~BaRIik and the SFRINGFILLD.

120, During the operation numcrous high-flying snoopers were encountered
(see Taetics below), The inability of present rasdar scts to pick up and consis—
tently track with any amount of accuracy these sn¢cpers flying between 25 and
5% thousand feet is excecedingly serious, On one acegsion the presence of &
high flyer was detepmined only by the window dropsacdy which remained in the
vicinity for 45 minutes, This was the first time thZls Group had encountered
vindow during day light. '

121, 8 a Yesult of this shortcouing TG 58,3 .agperirented on tracking
onc division of CaP at angels 1 out to 30 miles, ase.nding at this point to
sngels 25, Thy following conments were reccived fron. ships in company on this
¢ Xperiment:

ALaBiiln = "Information normal up to angels 25 with usual fades."
SPHINGFIELD - "Usual fades up to angels 15, good results to angels
20, unreliable above that.’
WILKES=-BukRe - "Performance better than wsual at wedium Angels,
Information above sngels 20 unreliable,
LONTEREY = "Information poor cn SP up to angels 15, Between angels
15 and 21 inforumation good,"
RaNDOLFH = "average to good results at alld, altitudes on SK and SC
radars,”
BaTaaN - "Information and angel determinag§don erratic up to angels
15 above 15 consistent througly 25, ,

The second run .was started with the divisijon at angels 25, range
30 miles, They proceeded out tc 80 miles at angels 24 and returned at angels 30,

ba,

ViaSHINGTON reported, "On run-in had track from 45 to 4O miles. at 53’
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no othar time canld the diwision be pieked up,"
ESSEX - "Had fair information {oonsidering condition of radars) from
50 miles in to 13 miles,"
SFRINGFIuLD « "Spotty traeck on outbound leg, Had one plot on inbound
leg at 75 miles,

WILKES=-B4RRE = "Two plots only at distance 26 and 22 miles,"

MONTEREY - "Tracked to 47 miles, lost there on both SP and SK and
never definitely established contact again,

RaNDOLPH - "No track out between 4O and 80 miles, Good track in from
62 miles to 12 miles with only 2 fades of 6-8 miles each.,"

PaSaDENA - "Only one contaet at 75 miles,"

122, There is a need for interrogation equipment gn Fire Control radars.
Cuch equipment would be especially valuable when high-flyers are in the are:,
lier present conditions, it being impossible to track them on approaching the

~-ce, the Fire Control radars often have no time to be coached on a definite
ko .oy contact,

waospherics,

123, On 16 and 17 May while operating just east of Okinawa unusual atmos-
pnorie conditions persisted which played havoe with radar information, During
this time land was picked up at 275 miles and surface contacts at 80, whereas
112 Radar Picket Line 30 miles away was in a fade, During this same period air-
craft were picked up by one of the guard ships at 375 miles and "lights only" at
00 miles, This was during one of the B=-29 raids on KYUSHU.

RADIO

124, VHF communications on this operation were the best that have been
«xoerienced, This was due primarily to the use of individual Task Group CaFP and
ttrike channels, The use of HF channel 3000 gave excellent inter- task group
communications and was superior to 2096 which was used during the first part of
the operation but which was too c¢crowded with beach traffic from Okinawa,

125, MAN proved unsatisfactory for gencral inter-group work due to its
unreldiability beyond 30 to 35 miles,

126, Feed=over of the Task Group MAN 3546 me. into the Forees. MAN 37.6 me
is still the cause of many repeats, Use of this same equipment by other task
groups on adjacent frequencies is becoming inereasingly noticeable, Communicotior.
vere eomplicated not only by this feed=over but also by poor radio discipline of
cseveral amphibious groups using this frequency, including many extraneous trans-
missions and even music and basebuall scores,

127, The location of the antennae may be the cause of many of the feed-
overs of VHF channels experienced in many CICs, It is believed that a careful
.urvey should be made in order to locate all antennae in the best possible spots
co eliminate the feed-overs and directional feature which are now being experienc-
%df.

128, Numerous instances were noticed of VHF channels being completely
tlocked by a shorted circuit or microphone throwing a continuous carrier wave on
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Logistic Uses,

129, During this operation for the first time extensive use was made of
VIF for the transmission of logistic requirements,

aimospherics,

130, Radio reception was affected by the atmospheric conditions referrdd
.o above, TBS and VHF transmissions were hcard from Tusk Groups over 100 miles
IH‘;:’(.
I4CTICO
131, The eneny is becoming increasingly shrewd in his method of attack,

vith the exception of the raids on 21 March and 6 april which were picked up av
.Jium altitude, detection of eneiy contacts was most diffiecult, Extremely highi-
.1 reconnaissance planes at 25,000 to 35,00C feet were used successfully,
. .roper information on these high flyers once they have been picked up,
nerally between twenty to thirty miles, leaves much to be desired., &as a resul!
Ly approximately one quarter of these scarch planes was successfully intercept.

Sl p

132, apparently the enemy has learned from experience and from his own uss
of radar that the chances of a large bombing group successfully approaching the
“oree without long-range interception are smoll, Consequently he is now showiis
2 tendency to send in several singles .or two-thres plane raids at the same time
nn cZfferent bearings., Such multiple single attacks were hard to intercept
eupecially under the weather conditicns generally experienced, low ceiling, pocr
raeibility, Other eleuents that hindered the interception of this and other
onids were: (1) radar screen still cluttured with friendlies; (2) lack of
_mucdiate positive altitude determination = especially on high flyers; (3) lack

Iy

of clear radio channels,

133, The shipboard VHF equipment (8C639/640) presently installed in the
£55EX and BaTanl is the only equipment of that type presently installed in the
fast carriers, While this equipment has functioned satisfactorily, it is be-
coming increasingly difficult to obtuin spare parts, erystals, stc, It is re-
woimmended that BSSLX and BaTaal he furnished with their full allowance of thae
-I'¢<RCK radios as sooun s practicable,

FIGHTER DIRECTION

134, It is felt that no useful purpose would bé served by inclusioun herc
of a complete chronological summary of CIC operations. The following paragraphs
:uimarize the lessons léarned throughout the cruise:

(2)We learned through the sad experience of the damaging of the
SUNKER HILL that the Jups can or rather did in this particular instance come in
‘ully undetected by any radar in the Task Group, The first warning at 1009 caue
‘rom a screening vessel (USS »ULT) that bandits had bcen visually sighted over-
aead and within a minute two Kamikazes had crashed onto the BUNKER HILL. & 60

-y'-




third was knocked down by ships! gunfire, The Task Group at the time was in
i 2 victor formation with Aa bztteries in conditicn 1lE,
(b)The last report of any bogeys prcricus to the aULT's had been cne
Trom Task Group 52,4 at 0955 in which they reporied their CaP splashing one JILL
“earing 090° - 70 wiles from Task Group 58.3.
(¢)It is believed that the planes that attacked the BUNKER HILL cume
n very low and upon sighting the Group climbed rapidly into the clouds that were
sy prevalent over the Force and then proceedud to close rapidly. On this, and
n other occasions, once the bandits got over the Force and in the clouds, it
croved almost impossible tc pick thewm up by radar and distinguish them from any
.riendlies that were orbiting overhead becausc¢ of the characteristics of our
entification equipment, This brings out again the importance of the lookouts
wv only being alert but also adept in recogniticr,

PHOTOGRAPHY.

¢ 135, an unusually heavy photographic schedule was assigned this group at
4 b5 beginning of this operation., However, the assignments during the latter pory
of *:s gperavion required little photography other than that for damage assess-
vient  vrposes, Due to the excellent cooperation of photographic pilots and
phe to.ravhic lavoratory personnsl above-average results were secured on all
v.0s-aphie missions,

136. On 18 larch, excellent and cumplete coverage was secured of all the
mijor alrfields of central KYUSHU that were assigned, Three reported locations
‘1 minor airfields were photographed, confirming the location of two of them and
. roviding negative inJormation in the third case.

230 On 19 warch, complete and above=average coverage was secured of the
ncienoce Fleet units at KU in spite of intense anti-aireraft fire,

138 Trimetrcson coverace of the eastern hall of southern KYUSHU was good
tu only about 50% completed die Lo 1iverse weather conditicns and cloud cover,

139, Excellent and coumplete low=oblique beach coverage of the east coas®
of central KYUSHU was obtained in both black and white and color photography

140, On love minus & day excellent and complete low=obliquc beach covera. o
f the assigned arvas in OKINsiA and adjacent ezstern islands was obtained,
wrimetrogon mapping coverage of southern OKINalin was only about 75% completed
cuz to low ceiling and the mechanical fuilure of iwo cameras,

bl The southern third of alalil O-SHIlL. and all of KIKAl SHIka werec
nipped with excellent results,

152, bxcellent vertical coveragc of YOKO.T» was obtained., The reported
n1:'ficld on this island was proved to be non-existent, Complete coverage of
S.aiRa proved the reported airfield to be only a very poor cemergency landing

.jp.

43, nll photo pilots on the CVs and CVLs, as well as the photo reconn-
~issance unit, carried out their assignments in a very satisfactory manner,
‘uring the period covercd by this report only one photo pilot was lost, the plane
being shot down by anti-zireraft fire over OKINAWA.,

IR Thg supply of photographs and photo interpretation reports from




Interpron TWO, Glbua, was much more cowplete, ar' usuch faster, than during any

previous operation, Much needless duplication ¢ photography could be prevented,

“.ovever, by a closer cordination of photographi: assignments and a better diss=-

coination of photc raphs between the task groups, Some exghanging of selected

cohi Dotween the various groups was done, In each case the exchange photographs
> aclpful as basic intelligence material until the arrival of morc complete

Zormation,
LOGISTICS.
seneral,
145, The logistic services rendercd to this Task Group at sea by CTG 50.8

vere in every way excellent, Of special interest is the success of the ammunitioi

~nd stores transfers at sea, Many ships have expressed a preference for restock

‘ng at sea rather than in port, due to the ease of the operation and the faster

. uinsfer rates which are realized,

neling,
2l at all times first priority was given to fueling, Supplies of fuel
.l aviation gasoline were plentiful and efficiently dispensed, but the

voppdy of aviation lube cil was not always sufficient for full replenishment,

Oth=i_Services,

B In addition to their primary mission the tankers performed a number
othier services sucn as giving fresh, frozen, and dry provisions and stores tc
o1 3 Taciroyers; carrying airplane drop tanks for the carriers; delivering and
cobieroing UaS, mail; rorciving empty ammunition containers; and delivering re-
-4lensnk personnel end lurgently needed" items of frieght, The efficiency of
"ae replenishment operation by the Logistics Group was very commendable,

o

. roandtion,

L3 35 There was a shortage of certain fuses and depth charges bub in
genoral. the service was very good. Some of the AEs were slow in transferring
ammardtion at their first replenishment but they soon caught on, The transfe:
of zmmunition to carriers was at the rate of approximately 30 tons per hour,
+hich urder good conditions can be increazsed to 35 tons per hour,

Recommerdad: That the personnel complement of the aEs be
increascd tc permit faster "breakou' cerviece,

149, On several occasions the individual aEs wcre found low or completely
~.~2king on a number of items of ammunition, thereby requiring the eombatant ships
t,> go alongside two or nmore nEs to complete their requirements,

Recommended: That only wlis with stocks oi 21l commonly
used items bes retained in the forward replenishment areas,

IOres.,

150, The procurement at sea of "urgently needed" materials is of the
'iighest importance, lany items, which because of their critical nature are not
vegularly available or available only in limited quantities in the forward area, 67/ .
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and other items, for which the rate of expenditure has been especially unpre-
dictable and severe, are so essential to the operation of the ships that their
“ock can affect seriously the military efficiencs of the entire Task Group,
f Tege items are for the most part aviation mater 21, ordnance material, electronic
rerial, and certain ships spare parts,

= The Task Group's "urgent" requiremsnts were transmitted to CTG 50,8
-0 ous of a multitude of items regquested (ranginys from airplane engines to nuts
:nd bolts) fulfilled from his own ships on the spot approximately 1/3 of the
couests and attempted procurement of the remainder at his ports of replenishment.
w7y ships in the replcenishment group, especially the CVEs, willingly gave up
..eir own stocks to help the Task Group,

Recommended: That wherever possible the CVEs! allowance of aviation
@ terial be increased,

152, Stocking of radio and vacuum tubes by one of the supply ships proved
2%, valuable, and it is considered that this practice should be continued if ot
.1 iractiable,

o To date, approximately 10% of this "urgently needed" freight has been
.¢nutved from GUAM, The Naval Supply Depot Guaw is to be congratulated on its
efficicnt follow=up system and on keeping the flect informed as to what procure-
ment action has been taken,

Recommended: That a Fleet Service Unit be established at
GUAM to handle all the "urgent' carricr task group needs
and to cxpedite delivery.

Jeed There were not sufficent F4U drop tanks available to meet the Task
aoup nceds,

Recommended: That steps be taken tu corrcct this situation,

L9« For operations over 45 days in duration it is mandatory that provision:
he lulivered at sea for destroyers and very desirable for the other ships of the
Aroape  The use of an AF loaded in the U.,S. is especially desirable, Other than
2wk, prooably the greatest morale aid was for the men to get apples and oranges,
= ch ship was routed at lsast twice alongside the aLDEBaRAN (4F)., In order to
“Ltain the waximum amount of provisions it was found to be more effieisnt to
'eave a battleship alongside a number of hours ond have it function afterward
18 an 1ssue¢ ship to the destroyers., The U.S.S, .liCURY was able to take a heavy
ship on the port side and a destroyer on the stuarboard side while the ALDEBaltul
7.3 able to take a heavy on both sides,

ail,

.56, On the whole, eonsidering the length of the operation &nd the un-
.ervainty as tc the future movements of the Task Group, it is considered that the
wlivery of Air Mail and First Class AMail Was generally satisfactory, However
.\ is believed that had mail of other classes been delivered, the boost to morale
would have outweighed gre.tly any adverse considerations,

Recommended: That provision be made for delivery at sea of

madl of ull classes, especially during pretracted operations, 3
s b
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7iect Personnel Replacement,

o5 During replenishment rendezvous at sea with units of Service Squadron
SiX. orlars brought out drafts of general service ratings from ULITHI as fleet
veplaconents, These men were made available by Commander Service Squadron SIX

G 30.8) for assignment by Command:r Task Groun 5843, and were assigned by him
Yo 1ne ships of warious types under his command, Frincipal employment was re=-
.~ csencnt of battle casualties occuring throughout this extendsd operation, and
wouendarily to fill vacancies and shortages generally, & small residue of men
wL e3signed during the cruise were transferred on arrival in port for allocation
*u fleet units by Commander Service Squadron TEN's Fleet Personnel Distribution
‘0%, The greatest need was for non-rated men, whereas rated personnel were fre-
veatly a drug on the market,

i
L1
[

neonaczement Planes and FPilots.

£g. A very marked improvement was noted in the quality of both planes
ro pilots, With very few exceptions all planes received were new and in good
soovnting condition, also the TBi=3E with the ash gear and Mk-8 shackle is a
e- 2t _mprovement over the TBl=3,

159, In all cases the replacemcnt pilots have fitted in with the squadrons
‘n o very satisfactory manner. The only point which might require careful
ottt ontion is the assignment of relatively senior aviators with little or no
vistion experience as leaders of VF combat teams. It is often difficult to fit
{rn=m in as division leaders when there are many juniors who have much more ex=-

TECYTENNG,

60 On 7 april a liarine replacement unit of 4 VF recently received
.nwoard tne ESSEX was launched as one of the Communication Relay Teams during the
.racking of the Japanese Fleet, The division became completely lost and event-
nlhy Liaded in the water when fuel was exhausted, Extensive searches finally
~ceoyarad 2 of the pilots on the seeond day following, far from their projected
“wack,  Jnsxperience is considered the underlying cause of the loss, The pilots?
avioniion was carefully checked before takeoff, but excellent navigating could
ot o ll-cet difficulties into whieh lack of expericnce lead them, Direet causes
ket trouble were: (1) keeping station at 20,000 instead of 10,000 feet,
20l tat.vre o compensate for the high velocity winds at the upper altitude; (2)

.ots lroapility to read YE signal at any time (believed probably due to
cotance): nad (3) the fact that the lost planes were never identified on any
(ader serzen of this Task Group at any time,

INTELLIGENCS

161, The length and nature of the recent operation presented intelligence
proviems differing widely from any previously encountered, Freeattack briefing
vocpeciflic targets was largely limited to the KUUSHU Strikes, the ome other
wtuble exeeption being the attacks on the UNTEN KC midget-submarine base
qozeribed coove, In the diresct cupport phase at OhINaWa, CaSCU speeified the
waher and loading of planes in advance but targets were not designated until
NJanes were on station,

162, While operating against KJIKAI, TOKUNO, and aMaMI attempts were made
vo maintain a damage assessment chart of the target arsas, but ths effort proved

ko a




of little value, primarily for two reasons: (1) the targets generally did not
lend themselves readily to damage assessment, a:d the multitude of pilot reports
received were frequently contradictory and misleading: (2) owing to the irregu-
larity of operations in the area, complete, dail, photographic coverage was not
feasible for the individual task group, attempts were made to interchange
photograpisbetween the task groups, and while this proved helpful, it was certain-
ly not the final answer,

163, One of the difficulties lay in the fact that from the Fleet and Task
Forecs points of view the primary targets were aircraft in the air, aircraft on the
ground, neutr.lization of airfields, and shipping. The major effort was accord-
ingly devoted to these objectives, and any other targets were daefinitely second-
ary considerations, Very often neither shipping nor aireraft targets were pre-
sented, and the pilots had to resort to targets of opportunity, attempts to
differentiate and assign priorities on such targets of opportunity did not prove
practicable,

164, Centralized, regular photographie¢ coverage and rapid dissemination
of the resulting prints would possibly have helped, ' It is recognized that this
would have placed a heavy load on the Force Flagship, but there seems no other
way to achieve the desired results, Whether the additional effort expended
would have been justified by greater damage to a very thin target area is a
gquestion to be decided in higher echelons,

Flak Intelligence,

165, Flak Intelligence officers were severcly handicapped during these
operations by the general lack of Flak Intelligence material available prior to
departure, and the negligible amount of current target data received while at sea.
However, it is believed that the type of Flak Intelligence maps received upon
arrival at LEYTE, and the recently instituted system of dissemination of latest
information by dispatch represent excellent steps toward the solution of this
problem

GENERAL

166, It has been noted that the recent trend in awarding engagement stars
has been to m:ke the star virtually the equivalont of a campaign rather than an
engagement award, It is recognized that on comparatively short operations in-
volving a limited numbsr of actions such a policy neay well be dictated by a desir.
to avoid issuing too many awards, However, it is believed that the star shoulu
signify an actual engagement with the onemy rather than simply being present
during a campaign and that one star for an entire period does not constitute
adequate recognition of actual participation in combat with the enemy, It is
accordingly recommended that each of the following five actions be designated as
meriting the award of a star to be worn on the Pacific-asiatic Campaign Ribbon
as provided by Navy Department General Orders Nos, 194 of 4 June 1943, and 207 of
7 February 1944,

1. FIRST KYUSHU-INLAND SEA STRIKES 18~19 bMarch 1945
2, SECOND KYUSHU STRIKES 29 wmerch 1945
3. BATTLE OF THE EAST CHINa SEa 7 april 1945
4, THIRD KYUSHU STRIKES 13-14 May . 1945

5. Direct Support of OKINAWA Occupation 23-28 March 1945
30 March=6 april 2945

8 April=l2 May 1945 65

15-28 May 1945
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167, It is [urther recommended that the anncuncement of the above awards
ke made as expeditiously as possible to permit prompt publie recognition of the
~wts played by perscnnel rcturning to the United States from the active areas,

%M i“""‘"""‘i\ O : ['L’J?A; e
FREDERICK C, SHERMAN,
Rear aAdmiral, U. S. Navy,
COMuaNDER TaSK GROUP FIFTY=-EIGHT POINT THrbb
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' s-rioution:

vominCh 1l ecc via airmail
C-nCPac 3 ¢cc via airmail
ComairPac 1 cc via airmail

C:1aCPac (adve Hdgtrs.) 1 ce
CTG K8,L 1 ¢c
CTCG 78.4 1 cc
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AIR - SEA RESCUE OPERATIONS ENCLOSURE (4A)

Personncl
Rescued
. Nb!ﬁﬁéte Ship Type Mission  Rescue Unit Yes No Reiarks
arch .
1 14, Bunker Hill VT Exercises None *3 Wings broke off in
50 dive,
> 1L Essex VT Exercises USS WEIYS 2 Water landing in fom
mation
3 15 Bunker Hill VMF CAP USS WEEKS 1 Crashed on down wind
. leg of approach,
L 16 Bunker Hill VMF CAP USS YALDRON 1 Crashed immediately
after takeoff
5 18 Bunker Hi1l VMF  Sweep #1 0S2U USS WiW JERSEY 1 Down off Miyvazaki
0 18 Essex VBF Swcep #3 noscue Sub 1 Scen in Liferaft off
Tomitaka
7 18 [Essex VBF Strike "a" U3S "JALDRON 1 Ran out of gas 30
yards astern,
: 8 18 ZEssex . Strike "A" USS BOWFIN 2 Hit by AA over Kure
9 18 Essex VB Strike "A" None *2 Wing shot off by AA
over Kure
10 18 ©Hssex VB Strike mAW None *¥2 Hit by AA at Kure-
crashed in flames
1l 18 Essex VB Strike "AM None 2 DBelieved to have made
. water landing south ¢
of Ilure :
12 18 [Essex VMF  Sweep #1 Rescue Sub *1 Last seen burning
off Tomitake
13 18 |©Essex VIiF  Sweop ifl Re3cue Sub 1 Possibly it by Zeke
near Tomitaka
1, 18 |[Essex VT Strike "A" None *2 Shot down over Nitt-
agahara-exploded on
impact,
15 18 [Essex VE Sweep ifl USS WALDRON 1 Jater landing in
tormation,
16 23 Cabot VT Strike "B" USS WALDRON 3 A11 in good conditiam
17 2l Bunker Hill VF Strike "A" (1) vOS -~ USS ASTORLL *1 Gshéawud on arrivdal

b




AIR = SOn RESCUE Oroi.TIONS

P Personnel —
Rescued _
; No. Date Ship Type lMission Rescue Unit Ycs No Romarks
~ March e
18 2L, Butaan VT Strike "in VOS=WILKES=BaRRE 2 Both in good conditim?
19 24  Bunker Hill VF Ccombat VO8-USS SPRING'LD 1 Condition good,
20 24 Bunker Hill VB Combet VOS-USS LSTORL. 2 Condition good but
tired,
2l 24 Hancock VF Combat H.S WHELP 1 Rescued 70 miles W,
. of Okinavia
22 24, Hancock VF combat USS MCGOVWLIT 1 Down within 10 miles
_ of TG58.L.,
23 . 26 Hancock vF Search 1 U3S W.LDRON 1 Creshed ofter launche
_ ing.
24 27  Issex VF TCLP 16 VOS=USS ViSH'TON 1 Hi% by light ..
over QOkinawa
25 28 IHssex VF - - - - USS CHLUMNCEY 1 Plane blew off fane
tail
26 28 Essex VF - - % = USS CH.LUNCZIY 1 Plane sicidded off
2VB port bow
27 29 Bunker Hill 2VT Strike VOS USS WILIES= 2 *8 Five plancs lost due
1VT B.RRE =USS ENGLISH 3 to mid-air collision
enroute to Okinawa
Made screen and dite
ched,
. 28 29 Hancock TF Strike VO0S=USS ..STORL. 1 Pickcd up in Kagos-
hima .an
29 29 Hancock VB Strike VOS USS 4LSTORL. 1 *1 Picked up in Kagos=
nima Wan
30 29 Hancock VF Rescue Zscort VOS USS ASTORL. *1 Shot down over Kag-
oshima ‘Wen, no res-
cue possible,
g ] 29 Hancock VF Btrike USS STEMBEL : - Waterlanding due
combat dauage
32 29 Issex VBF Search #1 None *¥1 Jumped by L Zekes .
cest of Sasebo
33 30 Bunker Hill VB - - - USS ZRBEN 2 Landed within screen
3, 31 (Essex _2VE capport ™" - 0S2U - TF52 & ¥3 Mid-air collision =
ENCLOSURE (4) (2) near Unten Ko 1 combat photo'er missing,

rd '_r :".' ®
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olIR = Sii RESCUR OPERLTIOLS :
Personncl
Rescued
No. Date Ship Type Mission Rescue Unit Yés _ No Remarks
Mcreh
35 31 Bssex VF TC.P #3 UsS ENGLISH 1 Off portside on
: tekeoff,
April
365 <} Issex VFP  Photo None ¥]1 /[ hit over Naha
S Essex VT H=55 Strike UsS LUSTIN 2 Hit by ... ot Kedensa
. 38 Nk Hancock VB support USS COLHOUN 2 Ditched 5 wmiles E,
3 . of Okinawe :
29 -3 Cabot VT Suponort Dumbo 3 Landed Okinawa, padG=
dlecd out to sea
L0 2 ossex VEN rerry USS HilZ 1l Flyable Dud mede
nearby landing
41 > Lssex V3F Strike USS IZZKS 1 Flizht deck crash
ke 3 Bataan VE Strike Dumbo 1 Down in Viecinity Kilm
L3 3 Bataan VF C..P USS ..ULT i3 Rescued within TG58.3
3 Cabot VF Strike Dumbo 1 Londed near Kikail
k' B Runker Hill VF Swecp 1 USS STHIRE 1 Ditched within Form,
L6 I Hancock VB Strike USS ZINGLISH 2 Ditched within Form,
L7 6 ~ Hancock VP Sweep 72 None *1 Downed by .. near.
"' A Eekal — T
L8 6 Issex VF Search j'2 Dumbo 1 NI Okinawa scen swime
ming close ashore,
49 6 - Dssex VB Strike "B VOS kiission rccalled 2 One pcrson sczn to
pcrachutc close ashe-
ore Kikai
50 6 Bunker Hill VF C.P USS H.L& 1 Ditched in rormation
) Hancock VE CuP {ff 2 None *¥] Crushied on takeoff,
5% 7 nssex VB Shipping Strike UODS TIliCH 2 Rescued of £ GajeShim
| 53 7 Jssex LVBF Coumunication Relay 41l out Scarch
USS SE.. DEVIL 3 1l .11 ditched dus to
ENCLOSURE () (3) aerial navigation crror

b




ol = Sihs RuECUL OPuBRATIONS

" Personnel ~
Ruscued
No. Datel Ship Type Mission Rescue Uuit Y5  No Rerarks
fi.j_‘.'I'i
o 7 Bataan VF CAP USS WuKS 1 Landed in Formation
55 8 Bunker Hill VF  SearcheBhipping Dumbo 1 Rescued 45 miles SW
Striﬁe of Kyushu
56 9 Issex VBF CLP i3 USS AULT 1 Out of fuel near
f base
' 59 10 1Essex VE CLP #3 Special Searches 1l Lost in weather 68
miles from TG
58 11  [Essex Ve C.F # 3 None *¥1 /., exploded plene
near Kikai
59 13 Zinterprise VFN TNCLP fHi Dumbo 1l Last heard from N,
of Oxinawa chasing
Bettye.
60 13 IEssex VF C.P i USS J.S8. WiikS 1 Loss of power 1
mile from base
61 15 Tssex 180 Air Support #1 U33 W.LDRON 1l sng.failure shortly
after tekeoff
62 5 Bunker Hill VF Kyushu Sweep USS LIRBIN i Picsed up within TG
63 16  Essex VF Kyushu Sweep Dumbo 1 Rescued from Kagw
oshime Bay
6, 16 |[Essex VI Kyuchu Sweep None *¥1 Crash landed near
lkmlloya wast JJ-/F
. 65 16 1Essex VF Kyushu Sveep Dumbo 1 LuuGing 12 miles S, . .
of Kyushu
66 16 issex VF CiP #3 UsS " aLDRON 1 Water landing within
formation
67 16 Betaan VF CiP #1 USS SPERRY 1 Water Landing within
formation
o8 16 Bunker Hill VF CiP #2 US55 MCCLEILL.ND 1 Ruscued off Okinawa by
= RIPI‘
69 16 Bunker Hill 2VF Kyusia Swucp Noac *2 Aa ndt both planes
over Kanoya
70 17 ZEosex VEN NC..P Duzibo 1 Hit by Betty before
‘ | splecshed
ZNCLOGURE (4 (de)
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RESCUE CPZERATIONS

ENCLOSURE (.)

W Lk
i il Personnecl G
Rescued
Ne. Dater Ship Type Mission Rescue Unit _Yes_ @ ______Remarks
ApTrl

71 17 Bunker Hill VFN RiPC.P None *1 Oxploding Betty ca-
used VF to crash

72 17 Bunker Hill VB Support #4 ICI-764,DD685 2 Landed offE.Coast
of Okinawa

73 17 Randolph VF - - - - Plane guard 0D 1 Tail hook pulled

; out on lunding

74 17 Randolph VB support #3 None 2 Last heard reques-
ting clearance to
Yonten

75 17 Essex VB Support #2 USS WiLDRON 1 *1 Spunin on takeoff ¥

76 18 Dssex VF C.P #1 Plaie guard-C..P;l *¥1 Defective Catapult
launch

77 18 [Essex VB Ferry Plane Guard-CAb#l *1 No crewman aboard,
waterlanding after
wave=01f,

78 19 [Dssex VBF REDCLP #3 UsS SPLRRY 50 Lngefailure within
Formation

79 21 Randolph VB CLP USS TINGEZY 2 ‘JaterLanding in TG

80 21 Issex VB Support #1 USSs LILL:ER 2 Eng.¥ailure in Dig,

81 26 Issex VB Support il VOS-U.3 WILKES- 2 Mid=-air collisic:

B..RRT returing from Okinsaw-a
82 26  Bunker Hill VF - - - - USS TINGIY i &
83 28 Bunker Hill VF TC.P #7 LCs &1 1 sttacked by Zekes
- near Tori Shima

8L 29  Randolph VFN Kikai Dusk Bat USS TIMNCEY 1 Hit by flak-ditched
near ship

85 30 ssex VF C.P #1 None *1 Crashed after dive
in Plrsuit of Fra-

: nces from 25000!
86 May 2 Randolph AVFN Kikai Dawn C.P Special Searc_.es 2 Kikai-/imami ireas
87 3__ Randolph vr Kikai Pat.#3 Dumbo 1 Downed off Okinawa |

(5)
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a ¥ o IR e Gl HISEUE CPIRLGTTONS EHCLOSUR. ()
5 Personne
Rescued
. Ep._gpte Ship Type Mission Rescue Unit Yes o Remarks
ay

i Randolph VF Kikai Pat.;3 Dumbo 1 Downdd off Okinawa

88 3 Bunker Hill VF Sweep #3 V0S=U3S ..STORI. 1 Ditched 60 miles N,
of Disposition

89 3 Bunker Hill VF Sweep i3 None 1 Goad water landing
Se. of Tanegu Shima

90 L Randolph VF amami Pat.#5 USS WLILKIR 1 Water lanaing near-
picket line

gL & Randolph VF TCiAP USS LIND 1 water landing near
picket line

92 &4 nssex VBF CiaP #2 Special Search 1 Hit by Zeke 20 miles
south of Tokuno Shia

33 5 Randolph VT. Support #2 USS ZRBEN 3 Rescued within TG

9, 9 Interprise VFN Dawn C..P U5S ZRBIN ¥1 Crashed aft.catapult

95 9 Bataan VF Tokuno Paoto None ¥l EHit by flak o0ff 0w
kuno

96 9 Assex VBF Kikai-Agmami Pat.#6 Planes scarched 1 Downcd by .u 0If
Kelkeroma Shima

97 11 Bataan '8 TC..P #1 Duinbo 1 Rescued in good
conaition

98 11 Assex VP TC..P i US3 RILLuR i Ditched after take-
off

99 12 Randolph T Support #5 None *]1 CuGl2 shot down be=-
hind encmy lines.

100 13 nssex \'20) CiP USS ZRBIN 1 Taxied ofi catapult

101 13 Essex VB Strike "A" None *2 (C0,VB83 crashed at
Sceki,possibly one
survivor

102 13 33sex VB Strike "o None *¥2 Ju. hit plane over
Saeki; crashed,

103 13 Monterey VT Strike "3v None 3 possible one sur-
vivor; light [A hit
over Saeki,

104 14 Rendolph VB3 Strike "A" V0S=USS 4LASTORIA 2 Rescued Trom Inland

4
= -2

f] Z-




LR v 0w leouus QPN TLONS

e R R T e T R T T e R R A P T "_PT;?E‘_UEEJI_
Rescucd
r No. Date  Ship Type i.ission Rescue Unit Yes No Renarks
May
105 14 Batean VT Strike w," None *3 La hit, crashed in
Suo Nadg
106 14 Randolph VI swecp Planes scarched ¥1 Hit by iy at Sado-
hara
107 18  Essed VT Strike #4 PELi-Search Plene 37 TFlek off s. amami
108 18 assex VT Strike it None ¥3 Bxploded over Kaker
oma
. 109 18 Randolph VF K=Y Pat. #6 None ¥1 Crashed on Tokuno
110 20 Jssex VF TCLP U3S IRBIN 1if Spun in while in
circle,
3% 20 lionterey VF CiaP USS HICKOX 4 Landed inside screen
112 21 Randolph 2VFN Dusk TF C. 2 Specail 1 pilot said he pora=-
Scarches chuted, ¢ollided in
mid=eip- near TG4
i1l 23 os3ex VF Message Jdrop UGS TINCEG 1 ~-ng. failure short-
ly after l1aunch
118 25 Randolph VT Minami Strike VOS=U S ".SHINGTON 3 Rescued 8 iiles off
target
&15 23 Randolph VT Minami Strike U275 LRB2N 3 Ditched off star-
‘ board bow
# 1 eircrewnan'died on Okinawa mfter being rescued.
, 1l P’ilot died on U.S.,S. CRBIN after being picked up.
. : * No chance of rescue
R=i=C=/i=P=I=T=U=L~..=T=0~-0=-N
2ILOIS CREW TOTLL
Rescued 74 28 102
Missing 52 2L 76
Total down 126 52 178
Less non-rescueable personnel 52

126

Rescued successfully 8l of downed airmen who were considered possibly rescucble
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A16-3/JHF/ jwe UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

{1 TASK FORCE :IFTY-EIGHT
§-E~CReE-T | ¢/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco,California.

FIRST ENDORSEMENT tos

CTG-53.3/38.3 Secret lir, i AUG 2-1945

FB2-1/A16-3/vgm, Serial |~
0069, dated 18 June 1945.

Fromg Comnander Task Force FIFTY-EIGHT (Commander FIRST Carrier
Task Force, Pacific),
To 1 Commamder-in-Chief’, United States Fleet.
Via 3 (1) Cumman?ar FIFTH Fleet (Commander CENTRAL PACIFIC Task
Foreces).

(2) Commander-in-Chief, United States Pacific Fleet and
Pacific Ocean Aress.

Subjects Operations of Task Group 58.3/38.3 in Support of Occupa~-
tion of OKINAWA, during the period 14 March - 1 June 1945,
report of, including the rolliowing actions:

1. First KYUSHU-INLAND SEA Strikes, 18-19 March 1945.

2. Second KYUSHU Strikes, 29 Harch 1945.

3, Batile of EAST CHINA SEA, 7 April 1945.

4be Third KYUSHU Strikes, 13-14 May 1945.

5. Direct Support of OKINAWA Occupation, 23-28 March,
30 Marech-6 April, & April-l2 May, 15-28 May 1945.

1l Forwarded.

2e The recommendation that the engagement stars be awarded
as speeified is strongly concurred in.

3e Except ag noted below the comments and recommendations
are concurrsd ing

. (a) Elimination of Past Battleships From Fast Carrier Tagk
Groups - It would be desirable if all ships of the
Fast Carrier Task Groups were capable of at least
r 30 knots speeds The IOWA class battleship can make
- this speeds The battleships are the best antiair-
craft ships now available. It is probable that there
are insufficient CL's and CLAA's available to effect
a replacement. There are times when heavy bombard-
ment of areag not near amphibious operations is de=-
sirable. In view of the above ComFIRST CariaskFor
doeg not concur in the recommendation to eliminate
battleships from Fast Carrier Task Groups.

(b) Operation of Five (5) or More Carriers in a Task Group =

It has been repeatedly advocated that the ideal carrier
tack gfoup should contain 3 CVs and 1 CVL, This come
bination gives Lhe optimum nmumber of striking planes.
Any greater mmber of operating carriers within one
(::) task group reduces the efficiency of operation bys
(1) Reducing the air space available to an air group.

it
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AL6-3/JHF/ jwe UNITEU STATES PACIFIC FLEET
X E GRE'I “ASK ¥ORCE FIFTY-EIGHT
e U P s L
Subjects OQparations oi Taiek Group 58,.3/38.3 in Support of Occupa-
tion of OKINAWA, during uvhe period 14 March - 1 June 1945,
I'E'ir"-’t"‘h 'Di v

(2) Overloading airborne communication chanrels,

(3) Increasing the tite into the wind on any gsiven
operation thus regtirieting maneuverability of
the task group.

(4) Leps compact formations for AA., defense.

Althougi five (5) carriers (3 CVs & 2 CVLs) can be
operated efficiontly together the mumber of available
CVLe wlli rol allew &n equil number of similarly cone
stituted sask groups,

r" :'./:r'l.l ﬂ. J.'-"'ITLGHLR,
Ulcﬁ' ;"l'l':"'::.f'til; U. e Ti.:'!.?y

Distributions

CominCh 1 ce
CinCPac 3 ce via airmail
ComAirPac 1l cc via air mail
CinCPac (Adv.) 1 ce
CTG 58.1 1l ce
CiG 58.4 1l ce
CIG 58.3 1l ce
CTF 58 1l cc
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