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Executive Officer, U.S.S5. FRAPANITO Film No. 96

Lte Summersell:
Todey 1s 2u COclober 1944, Leacquerters of the “ommander Submarine, Force

Pacific, "he Intervies is with the executive officer of the U.l.E. PAKPANITO,
Lt. Comdre L:ndon L. Davis, Jr. Comasndcr Devis, will you give me ile narretive
of your personsl experisnces concerning the lest jetrol of the P/ 110 and
the rescue of the prisoners ol the ship thetl wes sunk by ihe ° LIONY
Li, Condre Lavis:
2 We were peirolling off the hainan coest onc afternoon on the surface whlen
we bugan to see some wreckage end lifuboats and other loogse e&nd niege.laneous
gesr in the wator, We hed sunk sveral ships in the vieinity recertly end we
hed seen lots of wreckage, As we drew close Lo some of this we r.slized Lhat
il wes vore than just wreckaye, w could sctually ae»ifoma people on & certaln
group of w. ecksge cut there, pretty fer sway. So we went ¢ litile closer and
it turned out that thiore were & bunch of peopls on iv=-they were reelly pretiy
bed lookinge-sbout fifteen on it. The e wes s floet nede of cergo, deck hatches,
ﬁieoaa of log leshed together, loose 1 rbe:r, tinber, and sll these men were
grouped on ii, helf in the weter and yelf out, We couldn't recognize them,
we didn't know whet thqylnere. S50, nol knowing who they were, that they migit
be, we broke out our ¢éck guns and went in close to exrmine them; ua wanl right
alongside of ther end even them we weren't sble Lo sgy whel kind of jpcople they

weree -hey were ell hollering end screeming et the top of their voices, in faot,

A
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80 much thel thet is the resson we couldn't understand tiers The captein
thought they were Duteh, :lnd we felt pretty sure thei they weren't Japs be-
ceuse 1 sew one of them injperticuler who hed curly heir, tut they: were

goveréc with oil and groes: end thelr clolhes were all torn and Lhey hed

on pert Jep uniforms, as a matier of frele Bul one of themy when we s otied
then, had curly heir and we knew ihat t.ey weren't Japse Anotier thing, we
Leerd one of ihem talking; end we did recognize :lt--we.l herrd, "Save us, please,"
end we heard his please very distincily--but enybody could sey pleese in slmost
eny languegees S0 we still didn't know whet tley weres We decided to pick

tLem up; we put the guns svway, mede e big circl: and cams beck to thews lbe

biggest problem with the first bort loed wec to keep the sons-of-gung from
| junping‘i.otf the refts Thoy wanted to jump end swin eboard right away. By
this time we roalig-d that they were British or Anuricens or sonotiing bee
ceuse tliey were speaking ‘ng;l..{-h-nc cculd recoinige it ell r@t. We put

t mﬂmwwmlm-,thqjmpdwarmd mntuthhnrtlnd
B .Mmmaumnu.mur.m-mmmmnuam
“ﬁnﬂﬂﬁpmmm«uummmmmﬂmm. thq
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ebout four ceys end didn't he e mueh sirength lefts We didn't koow exsctly

" what to do with tiemeethey were just ee heppy es they ecould bee~I remember
the first one that ceme up=-he ectuplly kissed the man as he pullec him up
on deck, he wes so heppy to get on there. They were quite in & -stsie of
hysteris, they had prectiicelly given up and when they finally got picked up
by us, even though they had been in the weter four deys, they were very cxeited
end roved eround fast, were nervous end just full of very profuse thanks and
Saorything else, tried to gita us some jumbled stories. We finelly tigurnﬁ
uutifram the first boetloed that they were survivors from g ghip that hed
been sunk sbout four nighte ege end there had be n about thirteen hundred of

 thenm on the sbip and prectically ell of them hed gotten off into the water,
In the meentine the officer of the deck !ed sighted verious other groups of
paﬂriu-im little mekeshift refts ell eround the Lorizon end we hed teken true
bearings on them end merked the spols so, as soon as we got this first group
pink%d up, we hesded for the others, went to get thems . DHeeh group wes just
nbumﬁ the semes They were very thenkful, I remember they seic, "You bloody

Innk‘, you sink ue one night end pick us up the next.® Tiey were teken below
afﬁnr we geve them o good weghedown topside, We had e pharmecisi's mote up

irt and two o ihree men sround with buckets of wet.r. We geve t. em weler

:2:ht ewey, thet wes their biggest necd--they Ladn't hed any wetere Some of
i

?hnu couldn't even drink the litar, we had to give them & wel rez-tb chew on
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in their mouth, Others hed very be¢ skin conditions, we tried to wipe the
oil in big buckets topside endé with thét fuel oil we ransged to wlipe most
of the heavy gresse ofs Cut all their cloties off end thres them eway.
A few of them led a8 money belt, wellet or somcthing, strepped srcund tieir
weist, but other then thet they hed nothing et ell., That d;l wé: reel.y
the seving factor; it kept them werm in the night time end i;rt the sun off
of them in the daytive. %hey were &ll subjeot to immersion foot beceuse these
refts weren't like boets where you co.ld keep yourself dry, they were ectually
hanging helf in the weter al. the timg and their feot and hends were 8l greatly
wrinkled, eané very loose, poor condition of the skin,

As I sny, eael  roup, we picked up end geve them ¢ good swrb-down es
best we could Lopside end then sent them below eand took them s2ll to the after
torpedo roors Of course, the phrroecist's mete in the meantime was as busy
es @ bird dog, we had to give ebout 12 or 15 hypo shots #s they cemp on board,
tc meke some o them snep out of it, some of them would just ke.l over es soon
eg they gol up on ceck--end they nowted e little treetment, Othors Led culs
end bruises thst we couldn't Qo much sbout right eway, & couple of ¢ther hed e
broken rib--tlhey were irerted -ezily &nd sent below, We pot, altggit!ar, 73
of them out of the weters I kiow--tley 10ld us the story, rc we ceme along,
tliet the Jeps Lad been by 1o plek their survivors up but hed left thaem on the
refts end 1l ey were pretly dern upset sbout thats This one gont thet we came

to wes on @& reft by himself end he wes elecping on his beck,

- /o™
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We tlought perhepe that he was derd when we first ceme up to hims As he ceme
rigit alongside the submerine he: siill didn't move snd it wesn't uniil a man
Jumped over ihe side with @ line end made e splsh in the weter thet this gent
did wake up, end when he did he wes scered, Lo looked up end sew the bow of a
big submerine ri ht et the side of bim end he rlmost jum ed over the side,
right on the spot, but we persieded him to stey on ithe raft enc we brought him
on beerd end got him below, That perticuler f-l.ow wee the only one who ciled,
of ell thet we recovereds :e Lad been on this reft by himself end lLe wes ex-
Lrenely dohydretede-the condition of his skine
iaide from having been in the weter for four dsys without eny food &nd

precticelly nothing to drink, these men hac been sleves in the lksley Peninsula
for three years, since Singspore fell, and they themselves were in nc drrn

rhysical stepe to withstend eny _ru fﬁé'lur immediete problom wes to

get ithem Lolow and gt them in & bunk ard give them some foode We did thatee
prepered sime soup end broth for them--l1 remember that night we geve ticm some
br ad, it wes the first white bread they lLed had in three ye:rs. Ve gsve
them some broth, werm weter, tee, end they wore sti.. very ¢ 1ive all that
nighte-we finighed recovering them just about derk, and ell that night the;
were vory sctive, teiled, told us stories of how their ships had been sunk

in @ eonvoy, end how thenkful they were, end rbout their life in the Army
beforshends But next mo ning, when we went cown to look et them, boy, they'
were rerlly tired out, there wasu't a one of them rol ing ar uné « bii, it

had been cuite a mental sirein end they Jjust keeled over completely,

g 5o
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:'ha story they told us wes that they, some of thes, hadn't even been in
the Army two weeks end they were shol right up to Singapore io reinforece the
gerrison up theres After they got there, sbout threc dly;, Singepore fell

end they were taken prisoners, put up inte various partu'bf the Melsy Perinsule,
. end their most recent job had been to build e reilroed doﬂn the Peninsule.
Thqy, all during this time, had sufiered quite & few | erd‘hipu. They hed no
food, thet they vwere used to s sll, they had rice only.ﬁ They hed precticelly
no medicel cere, they hed no clothes, they all went blrefq&htm. Every one of
them on boerd hed nelerie, moet of them Lad peliegra, barfbari, ved cesvs of
scurvy, and then they hed selt-weter sores on them that tuy when they were
in the water before being r<covereds Our phermecist's mete z&:@;aily feced
with » problem, he hed to make inrediete ingpection of ell of then“tqkrind
anybody who Led scrious injuries thet he could fix up end then lLe hnd tn slowly
work through the rest of the crowd end fix up the litile scretches and bruises
end cuts end things like thet, which he dides We were running & sort of short
of medicel supplies too, 1 know, we didn't heve enough geusze or bendege to
teke cerc of thesc 73 mens About 10 or 12 ceses were critical, We i8d to put
tiem in bunks ‘n the efter bettery wiih e special nursemsid--they were rotusl
bed patients, where to otherg, boy, you should heve seen them stecked up beck
there, We put iwo in esch bunk end four in eech torpedo rsck in the after

torpedo room and we were very profusely epologising for the leck of sjece we
hed to offer them end they were very profusely saying, "Thet's all 'righf. you
should Leve secn the spece we've been living m,i becsuse ihey eeld that ﬂ:ﬁ | ;
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uped to juet stack them in the these troop-iraznsports, ere%Lhere they wculd
goj when they would ride in trucks snywhere, tiey would just sisck them in
like bundles, and then didn't mind this little spsce at all,

There were no é(ficers in the group, they were all British and Australian
soldiers, a couple of gergeents, end we appointed onc of tho sergeents to be
chief of the prisoners and he did & pretty good job, he handled al. their proe
blems end put them into shepe ﬁnd they were Just es nice es they could be, it
wesn't but iwo or thrqu deys before they were ur on Lheir fect and were utlndihg
their own litile "billet watches"™ es tiey e¢rlled it, to help Lake care of the
plrce, cleen up the compertment end wait on their Adn sick people, and we
worked out @& very nice little schedule with tlems In the mesntime, of course,
the officers, like eny good American, wents to get & story out of everybody he
finds, end they were writing ctories down from ell the peo;le end two or three
of them wrote down their complete disry, so to speak, of wi:t heppened to
them since the iime Singepore fei., and we lwe those on boerd, very interesting
recordse Ané I, nysclf, wes (uite surpriged when I found thet sbout six of
them knew » g od friend of mine in the Austrelien Army anc Led Leen with him
in Singaporee Wien 1 wes down in Austrelis I met t!is femily, end their broe
ther wes & prisoner of wer teken et Singspore, end I wes ¢uite s.rprised to
find thet six or seven of these men we picked up, froﬁiErinbanu,‘luatralia,

knew this Eire Long thet I had known,
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Ne cut their clothes off wien we first took tl.em on bosrd, so we had to
donete thom sidvvies end t ings to wesr on boerd, endsme; gewetthem biahhets to
make bunke out of end they made off proit; well for themselve:,

Aftor sbout the first two dpys they bLegan to went @ litile bit mers Ll en
Just broth end t.e end soup, end then we begen 1o ;ive them scrembled eggs end
breed end pome other more sieble food end they certeinly did like thet, it
just perked them up end with 24 haurs they were back up on their fe t sgein
end reed; to do enytiing.

It wes (uite surprising how much these men knew of whal wes _oing on
in the world; we thought for a while that they would went to know elli about
this thet rné the other of the wer progress, bul they knew quite # bit, Une
gr up of them hed been way up in the mcunteins with en evietion unit thet hed
& redio enc they picked up ‘mericen broesdcests end knew all the story. But
they were feirly well informed of the lendings in Seipen end in furoje end the
progress of the war,

ihe reesson those prisoners were being trensported wes something thet we
wented to know sbout end we esked them &b ut it, They weren't qﬁita pure in
their ovn mind whether they were going beeck to Japan to bo: st uy the morele,
o show the people bLeck there thel they hed & lot of prisoners, or whether
it wes & very far-gighted viewpoint to heve prisoners for exciange, or whether
tiey wented to get them out of that Melasy Pensinsula down there becceause Lhey

knew they were going to lose it, 4 know one thing; of the 1300 tiey hed on
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bnlrd,'thut they were the 1300 strongest of the group thei were down in the
Melay Gro.p. They seid that all the others, who hed physical difficulties,
who hed dysentery or serious ceces of malerie, end cliolers and ell that, did
not come beck up. These men, whom we thought were physicel wreeks, and they
were, they said were the sirongest of the group thet were down thura,' |
&ortlinly f;el sorry for the other poor jokers who didn't malke it,
I know one gent whom we picked upe-=he wes by hinself also, no raft et elle-
he was just flnatiﬁg in the weter, end it iln elmogt derk, nighteiime, and
we say hil'lnving whet I thought wes e white het or & hend, or something like
thet, npﬂ we ceme eslongside end the only thing he had been weving wes his own
hand, }kmy were so &ta from the salt wrter immersion thet it luqkad like ¢
!hit-“ll&ut of peper, anc we never would heve seen Lim if 1e hedn't been waving
bis kand there in the derk of the night. It ween't lung before, with a little
e :, his hand got huck into shape egein, but we certeinly did lne hil that time
th thlt very lhait-lhita hand Le hed, When we pinhud th.'prindnorl up we
dlpretty longmntngotoport Butnmon-am-thrwghm
i trm m ﬁ- mfna m headed tann supn. nnt e u.p.m :,p, .r mm.
[telling them tm ne were mc. end the amtmu. mmj‘_ f""_""_.'_ | &
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hourl end he was just plein worn out, Not meny of the mep sciuel.y neoded
nedicel troetment, whet they ne.ced--with the exception of two or threes=-
wes Just somebody to tend io thelr ceres, sores, cuts and bruises, all the
time end that wae why ﬁur dnutgr wes conpletely worn out, éo we didn't irensg-
~ fer them to the daatrqjar althﬁugh thﬁy wore all set for taking tlen hed we
wanted to, we figured thet 1t.naa & rough sea end & smell boet wo.ld meke
it dangerous work, We cerried them on i1rto Seipen end got tlicre snd transferred
them all to the Army generel hospitel. They certeinly were & thenkfil looking
lot too when they went over the side, they geve & big cleer fbr the captain
and they were nothing but smiles from one to the other,

Of the 73 we picked up, sbout 20 of them were “nglish enc ell the others
were fusirsliense They wore cscallered from all perte of Austrelia and fngland,

too, end ccotlend, I thirk thet most of the Australiens were st the seme unit

but the British--ilere wes quite & varied cssortment of thems 1 con't know
whet unit they were with--I know 1 found su ¢ rom brisbene, some from Sydney,
some from Victorie, som: from Quecnslend, end ell peris of Ausireliss I know
that we esked & couple of them about w at they thought of their trip up to
Jepen in this trausport, end they hed been told when they le’t “inge cre thet
if they ever got to the Fmpire they would be lucky, end tley seid that es long
ag thoy were right off Singepore they ;ara OK but once they ot into the Chine

sea thet tLey would be walking on American periscopes &ll the way, end tiey
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were, too, they welked over aicovple of them thet night, 'Iiien, 1 remember oneee
two or three of them hed heerd t.hil one Japenese offiger =sy tt at 't.har- vas
ne doutt in his mind that the le “mpire would imn lose the llhr, it wes just
a question of time until they got ell folded up.

| The experiences thet these ren had hed with tle Jeps were very interesting,
.The;r hed been prisoncrs end, es such, had been subject to 1“,? sort of rise
{rutmt-quit- & few beetings, lsck of food, and verious [-'t.;;pea of punishe
ment, I don't believe that there were eny cases of nctual.?nrtura of eny of
the men that we hed, excent thet snybody who is & priunne:‘ gétu kickec in the
seet of the pents “very now end then, an¢ ihey haé been aubjmt; 10 such treete
me:_it eg gtanding in the sun in the midcle of » couryerd el! de; 1nn¢, because
of | some utinor infringement of & rule, but tuey hedn't Leen subject -’t&x\tnr-
tires that people lead you to believes Their own story was thet thuy ;Qre
enlisted men erd, es such, didn't know anything and the Japs did not um;a&o
question tiem beceuse they knew ti ey couldn't get anything, but they did l\q
that officers were tortured, particulerly if they were high ranking and tho}
thought thet they hed scme dope thet they didn't Lesitete to do nost nnything\
to them to get some dope from thems They lLed come irto cnﬁunt with bLoth the b
regular Im erial Army, with the reserves, and wiih the :orean Gusrdse 1 know'
their perscnal opinion wes that the reguler Jap mperiel Army soldier was @

. pretty stelwart figiter end not a bed charscters, The Ressives were very weak
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end disorgenirzed, e lot of telk, end farstie in quite e fow wa s, end the korean
buénﬁn, who hed beer ;. erding them on boerd the trars orts on lhe wey to the
Empire, were ﬁtr:lctl;_;itht paid solcier t)pe, they were doing duty for the Japs
and they did whet the Jeps made ithem do and no riora then thete' 1 knoweethey

told the story thet when the torpedo first hit their trensport ihat there was

a working perty topside end the ship didn't sink right ewsy so tiis working party

« had & chence to go down end reiespged e&ll 1300 of the prisoners, enc in the

four or five hours between thet end the time the ship sunk luey Led en opportunity
to fill a few canteens with water and get lifejeckels and Lear the dec’ hetohes

off end meke something to ride on in the weter, There wesn't e bost at all,

ell the Jeps took the boets, but they did have m!’n lifejecketsy 8 coupla of A
conteens of weter end what mekeshift raft they were sble to put toget{nl' in
thn runtim. Untnrtmtuly, we could pick up only @ smell pmntr ge' or them,
It wag & good Wﬁr us thet we were sble to pick up every nin;h m“thnt

ila:l.lhtu! t.hm nm't e quﬁtim of hnh. to meke e douh:[on | 'u‘

f/? flnrqrx mu- m of men we h-d ltchm :ln ﬂem ';_ld he 1’1&" NS W

t:l;tm mumwwxmmwmu%- ecision




Golmlimfmdopm mlio]=]=A=k
Lte¢ Comdr, Lendon Le Devisy Jre = 13 Film Nos 96

total of sbout 150, 1 believes 1 know in the newspeper report thet we ssw

sfter vo got Leck here, the Jape reported thet they thems lves lisd picked up

170 some survivors from a ship that 'IB-E torpedoed by /Americen submarines,

Thz detes didn't exscily jibe but I belicve the’. tiey referred tc some of that

they hed picked up from the seme convoye Tokyo Roee, of course, hec her saye

so sbout it, it wesn't ten lLours after the thing heppened that she brought out ‘
the story ebout e transport with s bunch of prisoners of wer being sunk at quite

e loss of life to Americen, -nglish, and fustrelian people on boerd, Bui it

¢idn't hother the people that we pickec up, they srid they wers darn g'ed they

were sunk, when they were in the convoy coming im they would ghaer every time

they sew a torpedo hit amun.if it did 2t their own ship, because Lhey wrnted

to see the eons-of-gung go dow.s One of the most gratifying things thlt. we

hec on board in this ccntect with these Britigh end Austrelien uurvivurl wes

the whole=hearied cov.erstion thet our crew put out toward ttapa peoples=they

steyed up uytr: hours waiting on man and talking cere of them, 't.hny gove \hﬂ

clothes to weer, they gave them n:é_ndy, they wrote letters for them, and ti l{

tulkel) end chetted to them and n{ ;na just amazing to see ihe trotherly lp:lﬁ;l
betw-on the two of them, It's qufto soldom in the submerine nrvy thei we pnl;~

in contsct with the ectual ao-cu%{hﬂ Lorrors end disegreceble side of Ilrpzl
We g0 merrily eslong and sink e uﬁ!p and then go under the weves and never E

see ithe results of the thing, buti this wes one time when our whole crew m

exposed to one of the most thrj,iliu end interesting stories that I bﬂu mur

.'|
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L'_n.

witness«d uyself end you conld see cvery m@n on boerd get & big relief end e "
1ift i hie Ceeling end a greet lnte for the Jepe, too, efter contecting these
pcrr:fellnnn who heé been subjoet to thelr mistreetment for three yeers, and
thefﬁ ween't & cne of us who wouldn't go ot of .ur wey now to take & good

rard sock et those Jeps, wheress belore we were sort of noncomnittiel sbout it,

even Lhough we were fighting the wer very h%riﬂﬂﬂlb.
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