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(b) Manual for Historical Officers NavAer 00-250-26.

Enclosures: (A) History of Fighting Squadron Forty-Seven, 15 May
to 31 December 1944,
(B) Squedron Roster and Departmental Organization.
(C) List of Squadron Members, Ages, and Home Addresses.
(D) Squadron Picture.
(E) Biographicel Data on Commanding Officer and Executive
Officere.

18 Enclosures (A), (B), (C), (D) and (E) are herewith submitted
as directed by reference (a).
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FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN

CONFIDENTIAL ¢/0 Fleet Post Office
____________ San Francisco, California

VF=47/A12
Serial 036 I. CHRONOLOGY 22 February 1945,

15 Mﬁy' 1944

Fighting Squadron Forty-Seven was commissioned gt NAS, Atlantic
City, N.J., with an authorized complement of 39 officers and 14 enlisted
men. The authorized complement of planes was 24 F6Fs. From 15 May to

7 October the gquadron operated under the administrative and operational
command of Commander Fleet Aircraft, Quonset Point, Rhode Island.

Commander Walker Ethridge, USN, of Meridian, Missgissippi, assumed
command of VF-47 and CVLG-47 on the day of commissioning. Torpedo
Squadron Forty«Seven was commissioned at NAS Quonset Point, Rhode Island,
on 15 May 1944, Lieutenant Rudolph Karzmar, USNR, of Chicago, Illinois,
reported as Commanding Officer of VT-47 on 3 July 1944 at N.A+A.F., San-
ford, Maine,

28 June 1944

Two planes piloted by Ensign L. E. Scott, USNR, of Coal Center,
Penn., and Ensign H. D. Baits, USNR, of Smithboro, Illimois, collided
in mid=air while on a training flight from NAS, Atlantic City, N.J.

Both pilots were killed.

1 July 1944

The squadron's base for training operations was transferred, as
of this date from NAS, Atlantic City, NeJd., to RA«.A.F., Sanford, Maine.
Training was regumed on 4 July 1944,

7 October 1944

The squadron was detached from the Naval Auxiliary Air Facility
at Sanford, Maine, and ordered to report to Commander-in-Chief, Pacific
Fleet, on or about 15 October 1944,

19 October 1944

The gquadron reported to Commander-in-Chlef, Pacific Fleet via
Commander Fleet Air West Coast at San Diego, California, and awaited

transportation west,
26 Cotober 1944

The squadron embarked aboard the U.S.S. ALTAMAHA for transportation
to Pearl Harbor.

(Enclosure A)
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1 November 1944

The squadron arrived at Pearl Harbor end was trensferred on the same
day to the Navel Air Station, Puunene, Maui, T.H., where treining operations
were resumed under the administrative ard operational commend of Commander

Air Force, Pacific Fleet,

20 December 1944

Ensign Dell Harvey Russon of Venice, California, crashed ard was killed
after dropping « live bomb in a training exercise off the com st of Oahue

II NARRATIVE

On the sunny morning of 15 May 1944, Fighting Forty-Seven was com-

missioned with a simple yet impressive ceremony held on the hangar spron
at NoA.S., Atlantic, N. J. Captain J. M. Hoskinas, USN, addressed the

squadron briefly, and Commander Wglker Ethridge, USN, the squadron and
group commanding officer, who had reported that morning, made his first
official eppeerance before the squadron.

Throughout the training period from 15 May to 31 December 1944, the
squadron program has been characterized by approximately 50 hours of flying
per month per pilot, by a reguler ground school schedule five days each
week, with special emphasis on recognition, survival, and operation intel-
ligence, end by required athletics at least four days each week.

The squadron's authorized complement on commissioning was 39 officers
and 14 men. This included 36 pilots, an ACI officer, an administrative
officer and a gunnery officers In June the complement wasg inareased to 40
officers with the addition of a flight surgeon for the air group, snd in
August the complement was increased to 41 to permit addition of a racog-
nition officer for the air group. Ny gunnery officer has ever heen ordered
to the squadron, but an aviation equipment officer has been assigned to

the squadron since 18 August 1944. The enlisted complement was increased
from 14 to 15 in September to include a photographer's mate,

VF-47 and VT-47 joined forces at Sanford, Maine, on 4 July 1944.
CVLG=47 was the only group at this facility from then until the time of
trensfer to San Diego, 7 October, 1944,

Although there was a BOQ at Sanford, the majority of single and
married men lived in cottages at Ogunquit on the ocean or at nearby Mousam

Lakes It was during this period of olose companionship, both at work and
during free hours, that Fighting Forty=Seven built up the strong gquadron

loyalty and spirit which are now such integral pearts of the squadron's being.

-2-
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The gquadron was based at Puunene, Maui, T.Hs throughout the period
from 1 November to 31 December. During this time the squadron has undergone
a thorough=going training in all phases of gquadron and group tactics, combat
air-patrols, fighter direction, fixed gunnery, live bomb drops, rocket firing,
air-ground support operations, and night and day field carrier landings. The
proximity of other air groups in similar stages of training has permitted
numerous combined operations and attacks on targets in the area. Likewise
there have been many simulated attacks on fleet units gperating in this area.
Through arrangements with the Operational Intelligence gection of ComAirPac,
the air group has received special instructions in jungle survival, escape
and evasion, ditching and air ses rescue, and evasive maneuvers against anti-
aircraf't.

At Puunene the officers and men of VF-47 have lived in small cottages
surrounded by lawns and attractive flower beds. Social life naturally has
been greatl; reduced but the period at Puunene saw increased athletic activ-
ity on the part of all squadron members. Basketball, temnis, softball and
touch football have been the chief gports, although many officers have done
a good deal of swimming and sight-seeing on liberty days and Sundayse The
squadron basketball team (known as The Green Weenies) led the gtation l:=ague
with nine wins and no defeats from 1 November to 31 December 1944, A weekly
squadron news and humor gazette also made its first appearance at Puunene
and has served as a record highlighting the less serious side of squadron
activities.

Fighting Forty-Seven has always been a particularly happy squadron.
Rarely would one find a group of 40 officers and 15 men who get along as
well as have the members of this unite It is noteworthy that there has
been & minimum of friction and cliques. Team spirit and gtrong squadron
loyalty have been outstanding characteristics of the squadron. These were
made manifest early when all squadron members made war bond allotmentse For
this 100% participation in the War Bond allotment program, the gquadron
received a special commendation from Commander Air Force, Atlantic Fleet.
These same characteristics have been demonstrated again and again by the
enthusiastic paerticipation in all squadron projects, by the backing given
athletic teams and by the numerous parties, clambakes, beer busters, etoc.

which the gquadron has enjoyed as a group.

The squadron's tactical structure has been built about four 8=plane
divisions, The gection, flight and division leaders have been set, although

the few supernumeries have alternated with various of the regular wingmen,
The squadron's departmental organization is shown on the squadron roster

attached as Enclosure (B).




Enclosure (B) | - iy . e ST

ROSTER 0F OFFICELS ! Date of
Navrers 353 (12-43) Ship, Station or Activity: FIGHTING SOUADRON #CRTY-SEVGN Roster 1 January 1945
Authorized Complement
Capt. Comdr, Lt. Comdr, Lt, bt 3E) Ens,  Total " Total on
Board
: G A G A M T 2 AR S IR
1 ¥ 3 5 2 1 16 L1 L1
. 102 The Chief of Naval Personnel.

4 ~ J R & S N e ) TR s 12 13 AR 15
File ©See Naue jate of N... MM Mo. DPrirary  Total Collateral Duties Pros. Date Courses
No. Inst.(last)(Initial) Rank Present N.E O P at 21y lours Duties in of Quali- & Quali-

2 sy o Ranke © Qlase BhDiSes o0 I i Training fication fications
73557 - DIFP ETHRIDGE, W. (n) comdr, 2=1-44 1934 8 8§ 8 Comdg. Cfficer 2600 Morale 09 WD WM

3 H.T.A, NA
85347 DIF CL.NCY, A.H.,Jr. Lt.Comdr. 10-17-44 1940 8 8 8 Ph C, officer 1046 Ass't Morale g%mgq. Qual. 09 WD
T A N\ = 881‘

206100 SFUNCK, W. (n) Lieut. 9=23.L2 (4A) 6 6 2 trcag Qfr, 92
207040 FRaNELIN, E. (n) Lieut. 9-2L-42 (MC) 5 5 5 Medical Off.
2470373 STURTEVANT, W.N. Lieut. Jely =13 (8) . 7 7°2 Adoin, OfF 66
86124 DIF REPLOGLE, M.C. Lieut. Fali30 tal) 8.8 & H.T«.d. NA 20%0 Flight 0ff. Exec,s Off.Qual, 09
iglEf% DIF WrIGHT, J.W., Jr. Lisul. YJ=l=l3 AT B 8.8 HiTaAs N4 5-0 Gunrnery Off.Exec, Off.Qual 09

4017 pIF HIRRARD, S.B. Lieut, 10-1-43 (Al) 8 & 8 H.T.a., NA 2207 Ass't Fit. Off .Exec, OfFf,1-15-45 09
116216 DIF VILSCH, ‘Bt Lieut. h=1=L) (4)l) B8 8 8 H.T.i. HA 1942 Comm. Off. Exec, Off.Qual, 09
116393 DIF McCULﬁY C.B. Lieut, L-1-44 (A1) 8 8 8 H.T.4A. NA 1699 Material Exec, Off.Cual, 09
125007 DIy BURSIK, V.D. Licut, 7-1-4) USN. 8 8 8 H.T.A. NA 996 Inginécring Exéc., 0ff.Qual, 09
124,795 DIF CELTON, s T Lieut. Toleht LAE] B § 8 H.T.58. WA 1690 Training Off, F1t., Off. Qual, 09
121961 DIF LINDVALL, J.H. Ideut, @ Jsivhl (A1) & 88 iAss’ 1.8.0, 147 L. 84 0, - Febulis 0l
124370 DIF PODSEDNIK, x.L. Lieut. 7=1=44 (Al) 8 8 8 H.T.A: NA 1711 Radio Comm. Off.Qual., 09
121933 DIF SISLEY, J.7, Lieut. 7=l<ht (A1) B 8 8 H.T.4. N& 1942 Asstt. Mat. Mater'l. Qual, 09
140860 OTETSON, D.M. Lieut. 7=1=44 4{1) B8 2 H:0ile BOfTs War Bond Historical 14
116887 FR/SURE, H.R. Lieut., 10=-1=44 (A)L 0 O 4 Admin, Off
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ROSTER OF OFFICERS
' NavPers 353 (12-43)

The Chief of Naval Personnel

FIGHTING SQU..DRON FORTY-SEVEN

1 December 1945

&
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Jomdr., USN, Commanding

To:
- - 3 L > <R - 5 AR gl i I3 1%, 573
. File See Name Rank Date ofN.a. 11 M Mo. Primary Collateral “puties ~ Pros. Date Courses
No. Inst. PresentN.R. O P at Duty Total Duties in of Quali- & Quali-
: 2 (Last){Initial) _Rank ClassB D Sea Hours Training fication fications
58240 Gh, H.F.  It.(Jg) 1I-1-LL (A1) 8 8 8 H.T.A. N I123 Navigation - - Flight 1-15-45 09
5991 DIF BEGIN, D.R.  Lt.(jg) 1-1-44 (Al) 8 8 8 H.T.A. NiA 911 Ass't, Gunnery Gunnery Qual. 09
- & Photog.
223791 DIF WESTBROOK, R.L. Lt.(jg) 3-1-44 (Al) 8 8 8 H.T..4. 1\ 1236 Ass't. Gunnery cunnery Qual, 09
278204 DIF TRIGG, L.H. Jr. Lt. (jg)8-1-44 (Al) 8 8 8 H.T.A NA 850 Ass't.Flight Flight Qual. 09
337242 DIF CLAPP, W.C. Ensign 12-1-43 (5i1) 8 8 8 H.T.A. Ni 718 Welefa re Communication Qual. 09
337701 DIF DUVALL, B.d Ensign 12-16-43(4Al1l) 8 8 8 H.T.a. Ni 662 Safety Equip. Ilaterial Qual. 09
24,7083 DIF IGLESIAS, E. (n) Ensign 12-16-43(Al) 8 8 8 H.T.A. No 776 Ass't. Navigation Navigation Qual. 09
"347085 DIF KRUG,C.T. Ensign 12-16-43(.:1) 8 8 8 H.T.se NA 746 Propeller Engineering Qual. 09
337731 DIF LOSSON, H.I, Ensign 12-16-43(Al1) 8 8 8 H.T.A. N4i 688 Athletic llaterial 1=15=45 09
337736 DIF McSWEENEY, E.F. Ensign 12-16-43(A1) 8 8 8 H.T.A. NA 703 Ass't., Commun, Radio Qual. 09
34,6806 DIF MAYHEW, M.A. Ensign 12-16-43(Al) 8 8 8 H.T.A. N4 757 Ass't. Material Material Oual., 09
338037 DIF RAISON,F.C. Ensign 12-16-43(Al1) 8 8 8 H.T.A. NiA 792 Ass't. Gunnery Gunnery Qual., 09
34,6817 DIF STEPH.NSKY, R.(n)Ensign 12-16-43(4Al) 8 8 8 H.T.A. "4 746 fuel System Engineering Qual. 09
337764 DIF SYKORA, R. (n) Ensign 12-16-43(sl) 8 8 8 H.T.4A. NA 730 Ass't. Flight Operations Qual 09
337768 DIF VEIOCK,T.I. Ensign 12-16-43(s1) 8 8 8 H.T.A. NA 703 Ass't. Gunnery Gunnery Qual 09
337769 DIF WALLACE, R.M. Ensign 12-16-43(Al1) 8 8 8 H.T.A. N1 741 /sst't. Gunnery Gunnery Qual, 09
9530 DIF GRAY, G.D. Ensign 12-31-43 USN 8 8 8 H.T.A. NA 785 Ass't. Engineer Engincering Qual 09
3 1872 DIF WAGNER, D.F. Ensign 1-24-4) (A3) 8 8 8 H.T.A. N4 834 Hydraulics Engineeri Qual. 09
334819 DIF SWISHER, O.L. Ensign 1-25-44(A3) 8 8 8 H.T.A. NA 657 Ass't. Comm, Communication 1=15+45 09
34,8667 LEACOCK, W.R. Ensign. 1-31-44(A) 4 4 2 Avia. EquipmantAsst. Material !Material 3-15-45
354795 DIF RINK V.B. Ensign 2-1-44 (Al) 5 5 5 H.T.A. NA 591 Parachute Material 1-15-45 09
351825 DIF KOCH,J.L. Ensign 2-1-44 (Al) 6 6 6 H.T.A. Ni 653 Ass't. Flight Flight 1-15-45 09
354690 DIF CLRPENTER, J.J. ZEnsign 2-1-44 (4l) 55 5 H.T.A. NA - 440 Ass't. Engineer bngineering 1-15=45 09
363711 DIF ELDER, W.H. Ensign 3-16-44(4i1) 5 5 5 H.T... NA 602 Ass't. Engineer Engineering 1=15=45 09
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LIST OF SQUADRON MEMBERS, AGLES

NAME

ETHRIDGE, Walker (n)

EGIN, Donald R.
BURSIK, Vlada D.
CALTON, Otis "B".
CAPENTE Ry James Je
CIANCY, Albert H., dJdre

CLAPP, Walter C.
DUVALL, Benjamin A.
ELDER, William H.
ELZINGA, Howard F.
FRANKLIN, Emil (n)
GRAY, Gzorge D.
HIBBHR-], Samuel B

IGLESIAS, Bdward (n)

KOCH, John L.

KRUG, Charles T.
LEACOCK, William Re
LINDVALL, John H.
LOSSON, Harry M.
MAYHEW, Myron i.
MeCUiRY, Claude B.
MeSTEENEY, Eugene K.
PODSEDNIK, Raymond k.
RAISON, Francis C.
REPIOGLE, Max G.

RINK, Viotor B.
SHUNCK, William (n)
SISLEY, John F.
STEPHANSKY, Richard (n)
STETSON, quon M.
STURTEVANT, ™illiam .
STISHYWR, Oliver L.
SYKO R4, Rudolph (n)

ADDRESSES
OFFICERS
Comdre. 31
(USN)
Lt. (jg) 24
Lieut.USN. 26
Lieute 26
Ensign 22
LteComdr. 25
(usw)

_Ensign 20
Ensign oC
Ensign 22
Lt.(jg) 29
Lieut, 40
Ensign USN 23
Lieut, 26
Ensign 25
Ensign 2
Ensign o4
Ensign 4
Lieut. 24
Ensign 21
Ensign 29
Lieut. 26
Ensign 23
Lieut. 28
Ensipgn 22
Lieut. 28
Ensign 24
Lieut. &7
Lieut. 28
Ensign 20
Lieuts 29
Lieut. 44
Ensign 27
Ensign 2l

As of 31 December 1948

» AND HOME

ADDRESS

Official: 1109 = 36 ive.,
Meridian, Miss.
120 Frisco Dr., Warrington,

Pensecola, Ilcriaa.
12 School Ste, Salem, Mass.
719 Milan Ave., Revanna, Neb.,
Columbia, Lecuisiaaa,
219 Sve. Pearli S5t., Albion, Mich,
215 No 7th St.,

Albuquerque, New !Mexico.
4739 Powers Ferry, Rd., Atlonta, Gao.
4407 Springdale /Ave., Baltimore,lid.
Toledo, Illinois.
Ellsworth, Michigan,
3016 Negs ¥n 91:,1ilwaukee, Wis.
583 W, 6th S54., Freeport, Texas,
1770 Emerson .ive.; S., Minneapolis,
3175 Porter S+., HelWe,

Washington, D.0.

Sullivan, lMissouri,
274 Brookline L'e., Bogton, lasgs.
o5 Tyson Rd., Woreester, li,gg,
439 Page.,ave.; Malvern, Ark,
316 W, 2ixie A By EliZﬂ}.ﬁﬂth{D"-’";, 1""}"-
5279 Emoe™son Awe., Ste Louls, !0
2428 - 36 A e., N., Birmmingham, /la.
80 Brown S4,, Pawtucket, R. I.
Bynum, Texes.
Ellensburg, Wash.
Coldwuater, Kansas.
Route 7, Wichita, Kansas.
Bloomfield Iiillg, 1, ch.
293 S. View Drive, Athens, Gu.
103 Holmes Si., Ne Quincy, linss.
Hoenover Center, Muss,
86 Kaloram& Circle, Washington,l.J.
Bowling Green, Va.

Jaugen, Wisconsin.

*Those designated USN are so mrked; all others are USNR.

Bnelosure (C)
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MTMMDIERR, AO1Q,

As oﬁ. Doverbe » 1944,

AND HOME
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NAME

TRIGG, Locke H., dJr.

VEIOCK, Theodore 1.,
71 GNER, Donald F.
WAELACE, Robert M.
WESTBROOK, Robert L.
WILSON, Richard I.
WRIGHT, John W., Jre

FRASURE, Herold R.

BRADLEY, James S.
BURT, Everett G.
CIIVINGS, Henry C.
DIFARR, John G -
DUGERY, Villiem M.
GLYKEN, Ellis V.

GREENSTEIN, Philip (n)
KOCHER, Jerome T.
MAID, Raymond R
ROTHMAN, Milton (n)
SCHNEIDER, Elmer J.
SIMS, Albert T.

THOR/AHLEN, 7illiam
TODD, Jack Melvin
WERTS, Chegher F.

T
ile

Jre

I1T.

ADDRESSES
RANK AGE
Ensign 23
Ensign o4
Ensign 20
Lt. (jg) 23
Lieut. 24
Lieut. 28
Lieut., 25
ENLISTED MEN
AlM3o, USHN 19
AlM20, rit
AOMle, USN 30
AM2e, USH 21
AMMlo, o4
Atl2e, o4
Yle 34
AEMlo 3
Pholl3e 19
AOM3 o 27
ACMM(AA) 27
AMli2e iy
JI!LC Hﬂ(iuk) 2‘5:
PRle USHN 23
ARTle 2l

Enclosure (C)
-2
Enclosure EC )

ADDRESSTS

11{‘! H_lldﬂel‘ﬂ DI‘i?G, Ghﬂuthnq q:.::j
Tenn.
412 - 16th Ste, New Brightor, . .

283 Beanch S5+., [Rochester, ...
Sacranento, Califormia.

1408 West 6th, Pine Bluff, .rk.
5627 Milson A,e., Fresno, C,.1l.
Edgewood Country Club, or fathor's
address 2105 Xanawha Dlvdi.,
Charleston, M. Va

]

636 E. Muiberry St., Leancastor,;0.

543 E. Vialdberg Ste., Savannah, Ga.
325 Stark St.,,Deerlodge, lont.
3407 Brannsn Ave., Chettanooja,Tenn.
2009 12th St.," 8%. Potersburgh,Fis
4008 Greenlea Pl., St. Louils, llo.
177 Park ive., VWiillston Park, L.I.
New York.
3529 Ludgate Road, Cleveland, O.
940 Dresden /Ave., oSteubenville,O.
4012 Clarence Ave., Berwyn, Ill,
819 Hunts Point /ye., Bronx, N.Y.
3333 Ste Vincent St., Phils., Pa.
1216 Spruce Aves, Ws Palm Beuch,
Florida.
728 Frenklin Sf., Napa, Celif.
101 N, Juckson; San Angelo, Texas,.
1429 56th Ave., Oall.ond, Oale
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¢/o0 Fleet Post Office
VF-47/A12 San Francisco, California
Serial 036 22 February 1945,

Commander Walker Ethridge
USN.

Commander Walker Ethridge, USN, Commander of CVL Air Group 47 and also
Commanding Officer of Fighting Squedron 47, was born 1 February 1913, at
Meridien, Mississippi. He attended Meridian High School and gpent one year
at Mississippi State College, before entering the U. S. Naval Academy on
17 June 1930. He received his commission as an Ensign in 1934 and was
assigned to the U.,S.S. MISSISSIPPI from then until 1937. He took his flight
training at Pensacola in 1937 and 1938, and subsequently served in Bombing
8ix from February 1938 to August 1940, From then until August 1942 he
served a8 jnstructor, chief flight instructor and later as Executive Of-
ficer of 1D8-B at Pensacola. He was Assistant Air Officer on the USS,
CORE in 1942 and 1943 and was subsequently Assistant Operations Ofiicer on
the gtaff of Commander Task Force 22 in the Atlantiec Theater until May 1944,

He is married. His brother, George, is a Lieutenant in the United
States Navel Reserve, and his sister, Martha, is a Yeoman Third Class in
the WAVES. A second brother, Felton, is a Sergeant in the United States
Apny Air Corps. Commander Ethridge's official address is 1109 35th Avenue,
Meridian, Mississippi, but he gives a8 hig present home address; 120 Frisco
Drive, Warrington, Florida.

Lt. Comdr., Albert Hs Clancy, dJr.
USN.

Lieutenant Commander Albert Harrison Clancy, dJr., USN, Executive
Officer of Fighting Squadron Forty-Seven, was born 2 August 1919, at
Sants Fe, Now MNexico. He attended Albuquerque High School, and spent one
year at the University of New Mexico. He entered the U. S. Naval Academy
13 July 1936. Hs received his commission as an Ensign in 1940, While at
the Academy he wes & varsity lettermen in Cross Country and was captein of
the team in 1939, From September 1940 to September 1942 he gerved in the
gunnery department aboard the U.8.3., HONOLULU. He received his flight
training at Pensacola, Floride, from October 1942 to April 1943 when he
received his wings. He took his operational training in May and June 1943,
and then served as an operetional instructor at Melbourne and Sanford,
Floride, from July 1943 te March 1944. He is married. His home address
is 215 Ne 7th Street, Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Enclosure (E)
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FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN
4 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

17 September 1945,

VF-47/A12

Serial 087

CONFIDENTIAL

Froms The Commanding Officer.

To The Chief of Naval Operations. (Attention: The History
Via (1) Commander Fleet Air Alameda.

(2) Commender Fleet Air West Coast.
Subject: Fighting Squadron Forty-Seven - History of.

References: (a) Aviation Circular Letter No. 74-44, Op-33-J 6-JEJ,

Serial 356333, dated 25 July 1944.

(b) Manusl for Historical Officers Navher 00-25Q-26.

(¢) VF-47 Letter, Serial 036, dated 22 Feb. 1944, to Chief
of Naval Operations, enclosing History for period 15 May
1944 to 1 January 1945.

(d) Chief of Naval Operations Letter, 118433, OP-33-J-6-JEJ,
dated 14 March 1945.

(e) Aireraft Action Reports (ACA-ls), Air Group 47, No. 1 -121.

Enclosures: (A) History of Fighting Squadron Forty-Seven, 1 Januaery 1945

to September 1945.

(B) Enemy planes shot down.

(C) Ship Damage.

(D) Awards.,

(E) Squadron members' home addresses.

(F) Roster of Officers.

(G) Losses during combat tour.

(H) Letters of CAG-47, Serial 040 and 080, reporting on
operations of Air Group 47.

(I) Squadron Song Book.

(J) Miscellaneous Photographs.

! LA Enclosures (.ﬂ.), (B), (G): (D)j (E)p (F)I (G): (H)l (I)! and
(J) are submitted herewith. Enclosures (E), (I) and (J) are submitted only
with the original of this letter.

Qe L

ALBERT H. CLLNCY, Jr.
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SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

17 September 1945.

CONFIDENTIAL

HISTORY

1 Januery 1945 to 17 September 1945.
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FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN
4 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

PART 1

CHRONOLOGY = 1 January 1945 to = September 1945

1 January 1945

ing Squadron Forty-Seven continued training operations at the

Naval Air Station, Puunene, llaui, T. I., under the administrative and oper=-

ational command of Commander Air 'or ce, Pacific Fleet.

18 January 1945

Ensign George Gray, USN, of Freeport, Texas, was flying on a night
navigation hop when his engine cut out. He was forced to ditch his plane
; O wd - vl Loaprm oo £ - 1 g Ly 1 awves ¢ A TNl PRY " Rsls)
about 85 miles southwest of HMaul at 1917. Planes of VI=47, a FBY, and a

crash boat searched all night but were unable to find him although a red Very
otar was glightea in the area at 2230, Shortly after sunrise, however, Lieu-
tenant William Collins, USNR, of Minneapolis, Minn., and hu.(j:: Kenneth E,
Wheeler, USHNH, of East Frovidence, R. I., both VI-47 pilots, sighted Gray in

Collins dropped & liferaft which
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was directed to the
spot and picked Gray up at 0900, Ensign Gray suffered no ill effects.,
30 January 1045

I L

Air Group 47 transferred base to the Naval Air Station at Kaneohe,

I

on order of Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet, Training oper=-
gt S smes gt Ve % 7 b T 5w o o g 1 -1 S b . . d- 2 .
ations at Kaneohe continued under the administrative and opera tional command

of Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet,

ot

ComAirPac confidential dispatch 280538 (Feh,) ordered CVIG-47 to
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.o, Bataan at Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T, H, The
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report for duty to ti

group completed transfer of base to the Bataan on 2 Narch 1945.
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plane was hit by anti-aircraft, set afire and crashed into the sea.
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t. Commander Albert H. Clancy, Jr., USH, €5347, Executive Cfficer of VF=-47,

sign Francis C. Raison, USIR, 338037, of Ellensburg, Wash.,
de an ¢ lergency landij & after alri g of f on routine CAP, e failed to T":l"CJI‘
is belly tank before coming aboard and it fell off on the flight deck, burst=
ing into flames, Ensign Haison was seriously burned. e was subsequently
transferred to & hospital ship at sea and died 27 April at Guam,
The afternoon CAP assisted in shooting dc one Frances.
22 to 29 Marc
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the Okinawa area.
Lt.(jg) Tony R. Royster, USNR, 173845, of Wichita Falls, Texas,
Ensig . Jo Azbell, USHR, 395552, of Los Angeles, Calif,, Ensign W, D.
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ents, barracks buildings, factories, radio stetions gnd other wor1

29 March
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Twelve VI and © VT were launched with orders to strike the enemy

E -

fleet reported in the vicinity of Southern Kyushu. The enemy fleet was not
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found, but air group planes attacked Chiran Airfield, Southern Kyushu, damag
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Okinawa invaded., VF=47 flew support missions throughout the da

in conjunction with VI=47, Pilots bombed, rocketed and strafed gun posi-

tions, trenches, caves and other defense installations. On 2 april the Task

| s
Group fueled,

_? :-L_TL'_]
12 VF cr: ed airfield at Kikai an a 2d two single engine

lanes on the field, While mreparing to e a rocket run o e field the
SWCED wWas Jumped Dy a group of enemy fighters, VF-47 planes shot down 4 Zekes

d 3 Tojos. One Helle ith its pilot, Lt.(jg) Robert L. We: brook, III,
USiit, 223791, of Fine Bluff, Ark., was missing after thig e igagement, shot
down either by AA or an enemy plane, tnsign Uliver L, Swisher, USINR, 334819,

on retvurn to the Task Group. He was rescued in rood condition
The VF-47 combat air patrol over the Task Group splashed 2 Nicks and
one lony during the day.
b=6 Arril

oweeps and siriles made against Amami, Kilei and Toluno. On ¢ April

the CAF shot down one Zeke.
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7 April

An enemy Task Force of 1 BB, 2 CLs and 8 to 10 DDs was reported steaming
south of Kyushu. All carriers in the Task Force were ordered to be ready to
launch an attack. At 1016 the Bataan launched 12 VF with 2 five hundred pound
bombs each and 9 VI carrying one torpedo each.

At 1211 e Kamikaze diving on the Hancock was taken under fire by Bataan's
guns. The plane hit the Heancock starting fires aboard her. At 1420 a plane
dove on the Essex but was shot down.

The strike was recovered at 1529. Results: 4 torpedo hits on the starboaré
side of the battleship, identified as the Yamato; one direct bomb hit on a CL,
followed by an explosion with clouds of smoke; 2 direct bomb hits on a destroyer
followed by explosions, smoke and flames; one direct bomb hit plus a very near
miss on & second destroyer followed by an explosion, smoke and flames. On de-
parture of strike, all 4 ships were dead in water and all subsequently sank.

The VF-47 CAP shot down two Frances over the Task Force.
8-15 April

VF-47 flew support missions over Okinawa, strikes on Minami Daito, and
numerous sweeps and patrols in the Amémi, Kikai Tokuno area. During this period
there were numerous attacks by Kamikazes on the Task Force. One Tojo was shot
down south of Amami on 1l April.

16 April
8 VF of CAP 1, later jolned by 8 more VF scrambled by the Basaan, engaged
about 40 sauthhouhd enemy aireraft in the vicinity of Amami and Kikai islands.
Results: 13 Zekes, 7 Tojos, eand 2 Tonys shot down. Meanwhile the Bataan's

CAP over the Task Force had shot down a Frances, Total: 23 enemy

planes shot down by VF 47. One Batean plene, piloted by Lt.(jg) Richard

Stephansky, USNR, of North Quincy, Mass., was hit by AA of the Task Force




tch but was rescued in good con-

Ensign (now Lt.(jg)) Victor R.

slightly wounded in the air battle.
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peretions at Okinawa and patrols

and Tokuno, A Judy wes shot
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The Bataan rejoined Task Group 58.3.

VF=-47 continued air support operations at Okinawa and patrols to the
North ag far as Yaku Shima., Patrol planes usually carried bombs and attacked

targets of opportunity at Amami, Tokuno or

*

O HNay
T 1 s ; o 3 . = < Al o - 1-
Photogr ic mission obtained photos of Tokuno Airfield and Shitooke
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airfield, Kikai, and of shipping at llaze Ko, Amami, One FEF=-5 of the photo-
graphic escort was shot down over Tokuno by anti-aircraft fire, crashing in

m1 . oy |

flames in the water just off the beach. The pilot was Ensign Jack D, Ezell,
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The Task Group fueled, At 1621 a scramble was launched for attac!
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on Minami Daito where Jap planes had been reported. The Runway there was
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cratered and four single-engine planes strafed. Lt. Marion Marks, USKHR,

86141, of Eugene, Oregon, Lt, Stanley F, Wear, USIHR, 125257, of Ventura,

alif., Lt. Robert I, Talbot, USNR, 130298, of Cumberland, Wis., Lt.(jg) G.

P Averv. USNR. 315708. of FA AR TR e R S :
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USN, 397166, of Danbury, Conn., joined the squadron as replacement pilots,

transferring aboard from the U.5.5. Bougainville,
11 May
At 1011 the U.5.5., Bunker Hill was hit by two enemy suicide planes,

LY

Fires were started aft of the island, The Bataan was forced to make emergency

0
=t
-
'!_I
]

turns to avoid the Bunk

The Bataan's morning Target CAP over Ckinawa shot down 10 Tojos, 1

w

Frances, 1 Zeke and 1 Hamp., Four other Batsan planes on the second TCAP shot

'Y




down & Betty carrying a Baka. Total for the day: 1l4. One Bataan plane
was forced to make a water landing north of Okinawa, The pilot, Lt, Max C,
Replogle, USNR, &€6124 of Coldwater, Kan.,, was picked up in good condition
by a Dumboy

SN Y Sl S s a ed dad MPOAAD i A e s e v ol o se o L +lm 1 :
[F=47 planes provided TCAPs and a support mission in the morning.
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In the afternoon Task Group 58,3 began the run in for the next day's attack
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A morning strike ol /F and € VI was launched at 0537 against Klkuchl

A2 ety i B e L Tim s o i T [P y dadmad Randalwih wlea . m _—
Airfield, No, 334, Kyushu., Bataa lanes joined Randolph planes. Two or more

@angars destroyed. umerous additional buildings in the hangar area were also
damaged or destroyed by bomb hits,

The afternoon strike of 7 VI and 9 VT was launched at 1129 against

e A4 rfdal \ ARE Arradw Erndeamwn T & v S - . £ 1 Pe ala
Waifu Airfield, No. 335. Again Bataan planes joined those of the Randolph.

The three main hangars were destroyved., Other buildings were damaged and set

on fire.
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r of the Task Force, Bataan's CAP splashed two Zekes and assis
Randolph plane in splashing a third,
At 0059 the Bataan took a Judy under fire on the port quarter., The

Judy dove on the Enterprise, Although hit by AA and burning the plane




crashed the Enterprise on or near the number 1 elevator. The Enterprise wes
on the Bataan's starboard beam, distance 3,000 yards, A fire started on the
Entermrise,

At 0806 the Bataan shot down or assisted in shooting down a Zeke mak-
ing a suicide ,4ye on the ship, The enemy plane crashed 50 to 100 feet on
the port quarter, A moment later the Bataan opened fire on a Tojo passing

low overhead. The Tojo hit by AA fire from the Bataan and other units crashed

L

k

close astern the Essex,
At 0812 other ships of the Task Group fired at a Zeke on the Bataan's
starboard bow. From 0814 to 0815 five inch guns of other units fired at an

enemy plane coming in on starboard quarter, The plane crasied in flame on

m1

the starboard beam, The Bataan then commenced firing to the starboard on a

dive bomber which crashed in flames on the starboard quarter.
At 0816 the Bataen was hit by four 5 inch anti-aircraft shells, caus-

- o

ing four holes 3 feet above the water line at the port quarter and starting
a small fire,” The fire was brought under control almost immediately. Casu-
alties: 5 killed in action, 2 died of wounds, 27 others wounded,

The Usa Pfrihc group returned at 0927, Many buildings in the hangar
and facllities area at the airfield were destroyed or badly damaged. Fhotos
taken after the strike by VF-47 photo plane showed 75 to €0 per cent of the
buildings in the area destroyed,

The afternoon strike took off at 1215 with the assigned target

m

Kumamoto aircraft plant. Dataan planes again joined Randolph planes., The

Commander Air Group 47 was strike leader. Reconnaissance over Kumamoto indi-

cated that the aircraft plant had been previously damaged, so the two groups
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were ordered to strike Army Air Depot facilities
No. 335, nearby, Numerous buildings and installati

single engine planes and eight twins

soutl

4 P
wd

west of Waifu Airfield,
ons were damaged or de=

were strafed and hit by

the strike. At least four of these were left smoking.
15 = 23 lay
The Tagk Group steamed southward to a fue area on 15 May. Fueling,
replenighment and arming took place on 15 May a 16 Vay, On 17 May the Task
Group returned to the Okinawa Theater for the usua. support missions and
patrols., These continued through 23 May.
2/ lay
At 1412 & sweep of 22 planes was launched from approximately 26-30N,
129-50E to patrol the island chain of the 1gel Shoto as far north as Kushira
Airfield on Southern Kyushu with Essex planes, is sweep was recovered at
1843. Two of three airborne Zekes seen over Kushirz airfield, No. 313, were

= 1

shot down., No enemy aircraft were observed on the ground on the part of the
airfield assigned to Bataan planes,
25-29 Nay
During this period the Bataan and Task Group 58.3 steamed southeast
of Okinawa flying CAPs, TCAPs, and fuellng., Bad weather held up air support

operations,

At 2400 27 lay the unit designation of Task

1

Task Force 38, Task Group 56,3 become Task Group 3¢

Q

At 0957 29
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May Task Group 38,3 departed

Okinawa, proceding to the rear base at Leyte Gulf,
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Philippine Islands.
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Air Group 47 on 20 June e had been serving as Acting Commander Air Group 47.
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planes of the Task Group included those on the Chiba Peninsula, east of the




slgla

8
]

N 1-

7 ]

- ™
- W

[ ]
A
ol

Ll LUad
11
1 S

L

.
-

Q

divisio

Four enemy

(]

n-ll-'

2test concentrations

landed back




on the Bataan late after covering the fourth fightcr of the division while
ne made a water landing near the southern tip of Chiba Peninsula. The
ilot, Lieut, Robert I. Talbot, USNR, 130298, of Cumberland, Wis., by the

submarine, USS G&bilan., FPrevious to his ditching Lieut, Talbot had reported

baving trouble with !ds propeller governor., I[is plane was not hit by flak,
At the time Air Group 47 completed its cruise ahboard the U.S5.5. Bataan Lieut.
Telbot had not been returned to the ship, so that further details are not now
available,
11 through 13 July _
F-4'] fighters flew co t ad trols onl

mti. M aitls T 1 . vand a 1 [P B J i, o e T 5T g F e v e T o
ilne lasik rorce hacd moved northward To the lHokkaldo=North HOnshu &area,

attack the primary airfield targets because of the low overcast of 1000 feet
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Honshu ln The same area a sea-going dredge was run aground with 3 HVAR hits.,
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cancelled because of adverse weather conditions., The strike was directed 1

hit shipping targets in Hekodate Ko, and the Tsugaru Strait Area. The two

» -

Bataan fighters on this strike bombed a large merchant vessel (FTB or FTC)

near Hakodate with unobserved results and strafed three small craft in the
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gtreit, One of these smaller vessels was left ing, another smoking.
Other results of ig strike based on damege claims by the 7 VI planes
include: Three medium=-sized merchant vessels d ged in Hakodate Ko, one
being left burning and the other two smoking. Two Sugar Dogs sunk, one
Sugar Dog set aflame and a sea-going dredge (the one hit by the fighters
the day before) left with its bow blown off, all i sugaru otrait. The
gtrike also d 1 the wester arehouses at , larget 975, wit
3 bombs, and the lighthouse at Shiriya S: th rockets., The
redio stati at Zenikame Waza was desiroved b onbs, IFlak was intense
and accurate and of all calibers. Iive of seven Batasn VI 1n the strik
jere hit, The fighters were untouched,

Lt., John W, Wright, Jr,.,, USNR, 101233, of Charleston, W, Va., failed
to return fro L T reconnaigssence flight, 1 , Which wags with
him, als 1led 1« turn. For details, ' rative, Part II.

1 i Ju -]_
>trike Able-1 of 8 VF to ff at 0341 to attac irfields on Northern
onshu, The assigned airfields were closed in, with a ceiliing of 300 feet.
Accordingly, t ] 1 cked targ: of opport . A Sugar Dog was
gtrafed and lef 1 0 gt of Shiriya Saki, lugger left king
i akodate Ko, and a Sugar Dog damaged by strafing in Teugaru Strait, An
car train.was strafed and its locomotive blown up near Ohata, A radio

station and lighthouse at ( Salki and radar inctallations at Shiriya Sakd
lere strafed amd rocketed, DBombe were jettisoned because of the low celling

ke Able-/ of 7 VF and 1 VF(P) was launched at 0737. Again assigned
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airfields were closed in except for Yokot

Q

s 476, where photographic coverage
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was obtained., No planes or installations were observed. A&kita airfield,
451, was also reconnoitered, but there was no evidence of an operational
field. An Emily, flying boat, was strafed and burned at its moorings on
Lake Hochino in NW Honshu. Five locomotives were destroyed by strafing and
rocketing in the vicinity of Yokote,
Strike Able-7, composed of only 3 VI and 1 VF(P), took off at 1335.
As usual assigned airfield targets were closed in by low overcast, so the
flight flew across lonshu and strafed a DE steaming off Noshira Minato on
the west coast, The ship was hit by strafing but was missed by bombs and
rockets of the three planes,
16=17 July
The Task Force fueled on 10 July an i EIE of Tokyo for
ri Lhe ne: Tokvo Plain area, C » 17th the Baker 2
strike of 3VF & 1VF(P) took off at 0547 to jo tandol in patroling
1 photographis irfield » the Tokyo Bay area. The gtrike was unable
> reach 1 target ar cauce of the persisti low overcast. All further
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The bad weather of <t past few days showed slight improvement but

| ad 14 & 1 : e el T +talecs +he altar 2 strilk 3 YR
ow ceilir - n trevailed, Nevertheless, the Paker 2 strike of 3 VF and
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1 VF(P) finally was launched at 1237. Again the Randolph was the leader,
This strike was unable to attack fields inland because of the weather but

bombed and rocketed Konoike Airfield, 1465 witk unobserved results. Oblique
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photographic coverage of tle field was obtained,

Meanwhile 6 VT of Air Group 47 perticipeted in the attack on the

Nagato tied to a dock at Yokosuka Hartor. The Bataan VI hit AA positions
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close to the ghip with 500 1b, G. P. bombs equipped with VT fuses. AA 1n
-

the area was reported to be the most intense encountered to date by planes

of VIi=47,
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the Kure Area, St Charlie 3 o; F, 1 VF(P) ¢ took off at 0849,

ataa lanes were ordered to ni ti=-gaircraf itions in &2 coordinated
attack on the BB Hyn ith Randol 1 Ba o Hyuge and other major units
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gake ohima as directed. > VF and 1 irorned on the a itself ag much

could not be observed, On the return trip 3 luggers and 1 patrol craft were
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damaged in the Indand Sea by strafing. One VI of the gtrike assisted in splash=-
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sition as did the first, DBataan planes again bombed AA positions on Kurahasghi

ombed the Hyuga itself, which was badly
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damaged, OneTBM bombed the CV ASO, anchored nearby, with unknown results,
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2 sampans were leftl smoking, and a tug and 2 small craft were damaged by
EXPRE e A oy 1 o o -
strafing=--all in the Inland Sea,
25 July
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to the survivors from & rescue plane, was heading towards a lifeguard sub
3 miles away when the subcap was relieved. The occurants of the raft were

later reported rescued,

31 July

The Task Force retired east of Honshu and conducted fueling and re=-
plenishment operations, VF=47 flew only routine CAPs and required training
Ju I - -

i llilud e
9 August

On the morning of this date the Task Force was operating in the vicinl
of 37-58N and 144-4E8E for another series of strikes on Northern Honshu., The
Bataan launched its Easy-3 strike of 8 VF and € Vi at 0716, Four of the VF
bombed AA positions west of Misawa Airfield, R2&8C, ile 1 remaining planes
bombed and rocketed the north dispersal ares U 1irfield, The area was
well covered and five identified planes were destroved by bombs and one
da: d by strafing. lNone was seen to burn.

['he afternoc ich orbited over a lifeguard sub off the east
coast of Honshu, rocketed and set afire a Fox Tare Dog anchored in liiyako
harbor with 2 HVAR hits., These were made by Lt, Samuel B, Hibbard, USHR,
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The ship was observed the be re
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location with its masts protruding above

Strike Easy-0 took off at 1351. This
. 1 I - 1 T T s ol L y | AL
1 VF(P), and 8 VI. The VT again bombed the

Four of the VF dropped on AA positions; the

division.

m1

ing were unobserved., Three

singles were da

t the same
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strike was composed of 7 VF,
orth disrersal area at Misawa,

remaining VF formed the photo

Except for one plane known to have been burned results of the bormb-

naged by strafing but did not burn.
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10 August
Task Force remained in the vicinitv of I rthern Honshu for a second

o~

day of strikes, Strike Easy-3 of & VF and 7 VI took off at 0713 to attack

Pay. The Commander Air Grouj
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targets of opportunity
47 led this hop, BRataan planes were joined by those of the Monterey. Results
of this strike were: 7 Jakes were burned off Futago Shima in Aomori Wan; a Tare
Baker 2 stack anchored off loura Shima in the same area was rocketed and set
afire; the lonai oil storage tanks, terget 995 wre bombed, causing many large
fires, accompanied by thick heavy smoke and big explosions; a large industrial
plant 2 miles south of HMiyako damaged by two bombs and 8 rockets after being
attacked by the returning morning subcap,

The afternoon subcap covered a lifeguard submarine off the east coast of
Honshu while it rescued a downed Randolph fighter pilot and the pilot and air-
crewman of a downed Randolph Helldiver, Enroute back to base a factory building
3 miles southwest of Iwaizumi was strafed and rocketed with unobserved results,
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otrike Easy-0, launched at 1334, was composed of & VF and /T which

joined with the lionterey group. Lionterey led, taan planes were ordered to
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calibres, a destroyer was hit with two rockets; the Ominato oil storage area
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many near misses on several other destroyers in the Harbor. Other targets hi

by planes on this strike included: +the Shirogane oil storage area where oil

'ires were started; the Hachinohe railroad marshalling yards which were bombed;
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three lugrers damaged by strafing and rockets at Shirogane; and three smll

craft damaged by strafing at Cbuchi Hama.
At about 2100 10 August while most of the pilots of VF-47 were at a

movie, Deanna Durbin in "Christmas Holiday," in the wardroom, a communicztion
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officer read the announcement that Japan had made a peace offer.

11 and 12 August

L 1/ 2

The Task Force was overating in the vicinity of 35N and 143E in order

to make strikes against Tokyo, It had been expected that the day's strikes
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11.E1 Tt be called off or that the Jaranege surrender would be announced. At
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0100 the day's gtrikes were called off, buf 0330 all strikes were again
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assigned target was 1 Tokvo Shibaura Electriec FPl: - i 0 U ecause of bad
weather the Mssex strike 1 er ordered planes to strike a large dustrial
r -}" v, == '.: -. 1 -'\" 1 I:1.\1n'-! [T T o ek .ﬂ-.' ~ 1~ T Ml ] 4 4 o F T Fa ) ol al -: - = - e
1 mE-yoy LL U & _:.n_‘J:L’. e LU LIS & ¢ - ke -.-'_._I e o i ¥ el a2 L ] ,'__._1 E [ ._.L\'_ ] ] f.',,:l.l,,j__,_l. ]

The Randolph led thie strike, Kisarezu Airfield, 373, on the eastern edge of
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two hits scored with 500 pound GP bombs in the hangar
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ires, A radar station on the coast at Choja was thoroughly
gtrafed and left smoking. 4 boat yard at Okitsu was rocketed, with one HEAR on
one building, and one on each of two wooden vessels under construction,

The afternoon subcap, covering a lifeguard sub off Suno Seki at the tir

)a Peninsula, covered an Army Dumbo while it rescued a pllot and two
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crewmen 1n lokyo Bay,
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The Bataan cruised east of Tokyo in the fueli area, Only routine
CAPs were flown.
;1 alugus T
Air Group 47 transferred at sea o an olle: and thence to the U.,5.5.
San Jacinto of Task Group 38.1, while Air Group 49 of the San Jacinto
transferred at the same time to the Bataan,
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1/ September

The San Jacinto with Alr Group 47 sboard arrived at N.A.S.
Alemeda. During the nexit few days the squadron remained at N.A.S.

Alameda awaiting orders, leave or discharge, as the individual csse

might be. The squadron is scheduled to be decommissioned.
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ihe Usa strike group returned at 0927, Uany bulldings in the hangar
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engine planes and twil were strafed an Lt by the sgtrike., At least four

‘ter the two days of strikes on Kyushu the Task Force returned to the
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Okinawa area for fueling and routine support and patrol missions. On 24 lay
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airborne Zekes encountered over 1 gairfield were shot down. For the next
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ad weather held up air support operations,

At 2400 27 llay the unit designation of Tagk Force 58 changed To lask
Foroce 38, Task Group 56,3 becoming Task Group 38.3. &t 0957 29 lay Task
Group 38.3 departed from the operating area off Ckinawa, proceeding to the
rear base at Leyte Gulf, Fhilippine Islands.

The USS Bataan and Task Group 38.3 dropped anchor in the ILeyte Gulf,

Philippine Islands, 1 June. Captain W. C, Gilbert, USN, succeeded Captain

J. P, Heath, USN, as Commanding Officer of the Bataan., During the month
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of June the ship was replenished, rearmed for future operations.
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The air group held ground training classes on the following subjects:
Carrier and Fleet Doctrine, TFI-2, Contact Reports, Approach Frocedure via
3 ) i 3 of
Tomcats, Geography of Japan, New Lalls and Communication Procedure, Air Sea

1

Rescue Procedure, Arming and Fuzing of Bombs and Rockets, and other pertinent

subjects, On 20 and 21 June Task Group 38,3 conducted air operation and

e e e e Pl e P R e, I L e el e wn] £ -1 e ot bl i ST ;
training exercises east of the lLeyte Gulf., These consisted of squadron and

el

alr group tacties, ICYF rune on slicks, practice of the approach procedure,
and coordinated attacks on the Task Group.

{hroughout the period during which the Bataan was at anckor in the Gulf
recreation parties were taken ashore daily to the officer's club &t llacarata,
danﬂq’and to the nearby Fleet Recreation Center for ithe men. The Nacarata
CGlub consisted of a large open air pavilion withkh tables and booths for crink=-

ing beer and stronger concoctions; and for exchanging the best stories of the

sl

vwar. There wag also a2 beach with a raft and ‘jviﬁ? tower moored off shore,

fhe club was atiractively located in & small cove between two rocky hummocks.

-

lall palms provided shade from the hot sun, and most officers confined their

visits ashore to drinking beer, taking an occasional swim, bartering with the

w
i
[
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natives for trinkets, and shooting the breeze with friends from other shirps.

A i

A fTew offioers O tne all SIOUpD mace special

[ =
H

g to Tacloban, Leyte,
but this city was out of bounds for regular recreation or liberty parties,
Lt. Commander Albert H, Clancy, Jr., Air Group Commander, made a special
trip to Menila at the direction of the Task Force Commander to observe the
results of bomb damage and the Japanese devagtation of the city.

By virtue of staying in the Philippine Theater for over 30 days all

members of Air Group 47 qualified for the Fhilippine Liberation Ribbon and

were given certificates, signed by Captein W, C. Gilbert, USN, of the Bataan,




stating that they had so gqualified,
Tagk Group 38.3, Rear Admiral G. F. Bogan, USN, Commanding, sortied
from the Leyte Gulf 1 July 1945. Carriers in the group were: USS Bataan,
USS Monterey, USS Essex, USS Randolph ard USS Ticonderoga. On 10 July Task
Force 38 cruised off Tokyo and launched strikes against airfields in the Takyo

Bay Area.

During the day the Bataan launched three fighter sweeps and two strikes
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A midday subcap of VF=47 escorted the lifeguard south of the entrance to Tokyo

Bay where three survivors of & I nterey VI plane were picked up.

-

The afternoon fighter sweep over Yokosuka encountered terrific AA, but
no plene was hit, Ope of the VF-47 fighters, piloted by Lieut. Robert I.
Talbot, USIR, 130298, of Cumberland, Wis., was forced to ditch after having
trouble with his propeller governor, le wag rescued by the submarine, USS
Gabilan, Lt, Talbot was taken back to a rear area by the sub and did not
rejoin the squadron during its cruise,

OCn 14 July the Bataan launched strikes in the Northern Honshu~Hokkaido

I ma

area., These were the first carrier strikes in this seciion of Japan, The
weather throughout the day was extremely poor, with a low overcast (below
1,000) over assigned targets. In many cases PBataan planes were forced to
strike targets of opportunity, but these were plentiful. A Jake, Jap float

plane, was destroyed on the beach north of Kabayama, northern Honshu, In

the same area a sea=-going dredge was run aground, Other shipping damaged
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included 1 large merchant vessel (Fox Tare Baker or Charlie) a Sugar

Dog left burning, a tug and two luggers sirafed. The VI planes of the

air group had a field dav against merchant shipping as is noted in the

chronclogy., g e
At 0738 14 July a weather reconnaissance flight of 1 VF and 1 VT took

off with orders to fly out 200 miles on bearing of 115 degrees., Cb-

s
}

servations were to be {aken and a report made to CTF 38 aboard the Shangri-
la by message drop. Lieut. John W, Wright, Jr., USMR, 101233, of Charleston,
ut.(jg) Clifford L. V. Fluitt, USNR, 351447,

W, Va.,, piloted the figkter. Li

b

@
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piloted the torpedo bomber., Also in the TBN were William R, Browning, CAERH,
382=14=18, USN, and Robert J, Thoms, ACkZ2c, 710-73=-99, USHR, The FéF-5 was
loaded with 400 gallons of gasoline, the TBll-3 with 435 gallons. No recovery
pecified, The two planes failed to return,

Efforts by the Bataan to establish communicetions with the flight and
vector it beck to base began at 1015, At 1135 communication was established
with Linut.(jﬁ) Flultt via an Essex CAP plane relay, Fluitt was direcied to

flash his emergency IFF and to fly on a SE course. lNo planes showing emer-

H

gency IFF on the Dataan radar screen were observed to fly such a course. At
1230 the Essex relay plane was relieved by a Dataan plane, At 1240 Fluitt

wag directed via the relay plane to fly a heading of 330 degree. He aclnow=
ledged by keying his transmitter button, At 1255 Fluitt reported he had &C
gallons of gasoline, From then on no further transmissions from the flight

were heard, although Fluitt occasionally acknowledged receipt of messages

by keying his transmitter buttoR. From 1315 on no further signals were re-

ceived from the flight,




Ihroughout the afternoon and until long after the lost pilots! gas
would have been exhausted, all friendly contacis were checked in the area

where the flight might have been expected to be. 4 division of CAP was
sent out To investigate all friendly contacts, and later that afteruocﬁ
a search of the area was made by Bataan planes. The search, extended,
was repeated again the next morning. Results were negative,

The Task Force remained in the vicinity of Northern Honshu and Hokkaido
on 15 July and agein launched strikes against aircraft and shipping. The
weather continued bad,

VF=47 planes were unsble to reach their assigned targets on their
first sweep, so attacked targets of opportunity. A Suger Dog was left burn-
ng southeast of Shiriya Saki, a lugger was left smoking Hakodate Ko, and
anotier Sugar Dog was damaged by strafing in Tsugaru Strait, An 8 car train
wag strefed and its engine blown up near Qkata, and a radio station and

lighthouse at Cna wSKl, and radar installatlions a7 =-01riya oKl were strafed

S e, e e
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The other two sweeps that dav burned an Emilv, a large Jap flving boat
- [} J [ 11- ,

at 1ts moorings on Lake Hachiro, destroyed five locomotives by strafing and
rocketing in the vicinity of Ohata, and strafed a DE off Noshire Minato
on the west coast of Hoashu.

After a day of fueling, the Task Férce returned to the Tokyo area.

On the 17th the Bataan launched only one photo divis:

on against the target

o

area, but the weather was so bad that it was unable to reach its target.

-

The next day., Lowever., Lhe photo division joined with Randolvh planes and
' ’ !

bombed, rocketed and photographed Konoike Airfield. That same afternoon
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6 VI of the air group participated in an attack on the BB Nagato at Yoko-
suka, The ghip was seriously damaged.

From the 7th to 24th Bataan planes flew only combat air patrols and
anti-gubmarine patrols during fueling and replenishment. But on 24 July

the Task Force steamed in the vicinity of 31-30N and 135E, near Southern

e area, Bataan planes

M
H

onghu, for strikes against warships in
participated in two attacks on the hermaphroditic battleship Hyuga (BB=-XCV),
which was anchored near Nasake Shima. The battleship was sunk. Smaller
craf't damaged en route to and from the primary target included five luggers
and a patrol craft, a Sugar Dog, five small craft, end a tug. Lt.(jg)

Robert M. Wallace, USIR, 337769, of Sacramento, Calif., assisted in splash-
ing & Zeke in Dungo Suido, south of Shikoku, while returning from one of

the gtrikes.

Bad weather on 25 July mrevented Bataan planes from reaching their
targets. .he afternoon subcap of the Bataan remained on station off Southern
Shikoku for two and a half extra hours until a Randolph fighter pilot, who
was orbiting over two other downed Randolph pilots in the Imland Sea, was

5

ble to fly to the lifeguard sub and ditch. This Randolph pilot had de-

o

cided to orbit over his downed squadron mates as long as possible in +the
nope of assisting them in being picked up by a Dumbo., 48 @ consequence,
his fuel ran so low that he was unable to return to his ship. The extended
patrol of the Dataan subcap pilots, Lt. Vlada Bursik, USN, and Lt.(jg)
George Gray, USN, permitted him to stay over his squadron mates until the

last minute and then quickly find the lifeguard sub with the assistance of

Burgik and Gray, Without their assistance he would not have been able to

find the sub on his limited gas supply. As it was, he ditched beside the




sub and was picked up immediately i:

The Task Force, after fueling and replenishing, reiurned to the Kure

ares f-;,;ii‘ 2¢ ._‘f'l‘..‘:_.. In the If];)l‘*_'.il'ig ,_:.‘.;'i...i--'.;'."l J]_;;__;_;;. attacked the eavy Cruls-

(*

er, Tone, with the fighters hitting AA positions on Kta Shima. The lone vaa

;_'iu‘_.l.hl;-‘-il, damaged by eight hits by 500 1lb. bomos dropped by VIi=47.
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Tokorazawa Airfield twice. A&n unidentified industrial plant was demaged

near Fuji Airfield. Anotherlactory was rocketed and set afire near Gotemba.
FPhoto coverage of Tachikawa and Toyooka Airfields was obtained.

After this Tokyo strike day, the Task Force retired east of Honshu and
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of f Futago Shima in Aomori Wan, set fire to a large Tare Baker (g stack) ofi
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Moura Shima: and set fire to oil tanks at llonai. A returni

a large industrial plant two miles south of Iiyako.
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In the afternoon Bataan planes bombed and rocketed several destroyers
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in Ominato Harbor, Ome was definitely hit by two rockets. Other targets
hit on this strike included. The Shirogane 0ll Storage area where oil fires

T

were gtarted, e Hechinohe railroad yards bombed; three luggers and three
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movie, Deanna Durbin in "Christmas Holiday", in the wardroom a shrill-voiced
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comnmunication offi er

a peace offer. It looked as though VF-47 had made its last strike, but
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two days later after fueling the issue was still oubt and on 13 August

3o m1
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the Bataan launched two strikes against the Tolkyo Bay area. The first

bombed through a hole in the overcast and set afire a large industrial plant

=]
near Hachioji, southwest of Tokyo. The second strike bombed installations

at Kigarazu on the east side of the Tokyo Bay

M1, -

The afternoon subcap over a lifeguard sub off Suno Saki at the tip of

= 1

the Chiba Peninsula covered an A,my Dumbo which mede one of the most spectac-

ular rescues of the war in Tokvo Bay., A pilot and two crewmen from the Ti-

e [y = RL i (W o= s Dk 3 i y 4 TN T - mi. b
cCOnaex D.:PL I'ia FULIC oW INgl1Ce + 12 DAY noruvieagt ol AlsSarazu, 1he CWOo

‘ms, Harold

o e oy e
it Y 3

k=
L ]
——
-
L
o)
[
0
e
] 3
L
U
F
L]
I"\F‘
=
O
L_r

Hellcatg on subcap piloted by Lt

A

Azbell, USHNR, scissored above the PBY dumbo while the pilot flew through

A

the mouth of Tokyo Bay, narthward past Yokosulka Naval Base where the Japs had
one of their greatest AA concentrations in the Empire, and on ia the spot
where the tlhree men were togssing about in their rubber raft. While one
°BY landed to pick up the three survivors, the two Hellcats strafed a Jap
destroyer that was firing at the PBY., The dumbo narrowly missed being hit,

but managed to take off with the three rescued airmen and escape down the

bay with the two fighters covering his retirement.
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It had been exXpected that the San Jacinto would proceed immediately

to the U.5.A., but hopes were dashed when Air Group 47 was ordered to oper-

ate from the San Jacinto for an indefinite period. The first flight was
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The Sen Jacinto with Air Group 47 eboard arrived at N.A.S.
Alameda on 14 September. The air group disembarked and took up residence
in BOQs a2t N.A.S. Alameda during the next few days while awaiting orders,

lerve, or discharge as the case might be.

The squadron and air group is scheduled to be decommissioned.
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The Administrative set-up for a CVL air group is somewhat different
than for e CV air group. In the case of Air Group 47, the air group com-
mander also served as commanding officer of the fighter squadron. There was
an administrative officer for each squadron, &n ACI officer for each squadron,
a radar officer for the VT, an aviation equipment officer, recognition officer
and flight surgeon essigned to the group. This type of orgunization was closely
knit and worked well.

The squedron adminisiretive officer, Lt. Harold Frasure, USNR, handled
all routing, correspondence &nd personnel metters. The recognition officer,
Lt. Comdr. Williem Shunck, USNR, conducted a thorough progrem of recognition
training for both VF &and VT previous to the combat tour, but while aboard the
Batean he served as operations officer, lieison officer with the ship and also
handled awaerde for the fighting squadron. On fueling days or during rest
periods he conducted recognition classes, but there was no time for these when
the squadron was actually opereting. The Air Combat Intelligence Officer, ~
Lt. Demon.M. Stetson, USNR, planned the treining program in conjunction with
Lt. Comdr. Shunck prior to the combat tour. While sboerd the Bataan he
handled briefing of pilots, interrogetion after missions, flash reports, and
action reports. He slso served as wer bond officer, squadron historian and
public inform:tion officer. The aviation equipment officer, Lt.(jg) Williem
Leacock, USNR, end flight surgeon, Lt. Comdr. A, Darrel Berry, USN, were
equally available to both squadrons.

The character of Fighting Forty-Seven is exemplified by the excellent
morsle which persisted throughout e long six month tour of duty. Beceause of

the sustained character of the Okinawe cempeign and relentless Third Fleet

raids of July and August the squadron put in fer more combat time in its tour
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the lugubrious "Hearts and Flowers" while egpeci v gifted terors, bassos
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mautomatic recor , e ready roo sic in the air,
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riefing favorite which was played in the minutes between final briefing and
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the order to man planes. It was: Too Late to Worry - Too Soon to Cry."
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The favorite books for men so far from home, women, and the gay life

of training days were on the light and sexy side. "Forever Amber" and a
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resurrected copy of "Studs Lonigan" made the rounds., H. Allen Smith's "Life

in a Putty Knife Factory" and "Lost in the Horse latitudes" were among the

most popular. Others on the list included "McSorley's Wonderful Saloon',
"Kitty", "Low lMan on a Totem Pole", "God's Little Acre", and "Bedside Esquire”,
The favorite games, as might be expected, were poker, acey=deucey, and
cribbage, There was very little bridge. There was a big poker game nearly
every night around a large round table covered by green pool table cloth in

the ready roon,

There were movies in the wardroom nearly every night aboard the Bataan,

S

During July and August operations, however, reveille was usudly between 0100
and 0230, On nights before strike days the movies were dispensed with, but
pilots still managed to see three or four a week,
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Fighting Forty-Seven was & singing squadron, too, At parties they inevit-

ably ran through the list of favorites and ended up with "That was a very
fine verse., Sing me another one, too," The success of their songfest was
primarily the result of their own squadron songbook, called "A Pocket ful
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of Rye" put out by Lt., John Sisley, USNR, of Athens, Ga., and Lt.(jg) Robert
i, Wallace, USIR, of Sacramento, Calif,

The squadron's insignia was a gaily colored Fighting Cock, with a bloody

razor tlied to one leg, Early in the squadron's training period, however,

it acquired the nickname, "Green Weenies." This was used almost as much as

that of "The Fighting Cocks,"

L

The combat and operational record of Fighting Forty-Seven is summarized
as follows:
During the four months of actual combat the Fighting Squadron flew a total

of 2792 gorties averaging 72.0 hours of combat flying per pilot per month,
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The first month of combat each pilot averaged 99 hours of combat flying, and
during the strenuous Okinawe campaign with its numerous support missions, CAPs
and TCAPs, the fighter pilots flying regularly averaged 200.43 hours (13 March
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to June 1). The number of hours of flying during the Third Fleet operations
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pecause of bad weather and more frequent retirement periods, but these oper-

ations were even more hazardous beceuse of the concentration of AA at such

targets as Yokosuka, Tokyo &irfields, Kure, Ominato and others, lioreover,
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arly, while aboard the San Jacinto, e end of the month while occupation
forces were moving into the Tokyo area,
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light cruiser, 1 FIB, 1 FID, 2 Sl

and two luggers. VF=,7 fighters also assisted in the

ginking of the BB Yamato and BE-XCV Hyuga.
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Shipping Damageds 48 ships, including 1 IST, 1 DE, 1 Tare Baker 2-stack,
1 DD, 1 FC, and many luggers. Also 41 smaller craft,
Locomotives Destroved = 7.
Extensive damage to airfield facilities, factories, warehouses, barracks,
emy Iinstallations.
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FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN Enclogure (B)
4 FLEET FuS a FICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Enemy Planes Shot Down

[

Enemy planes shot down are listed below with the dates, {ypes, and
1 o whom credited:

Record of FPleanes

ct

3/19/45 Myrt Lt.(jg) Locke Hiclman Trigg, Jr., USIR.
3/19/45 Tojo Lt. Samuel Bushnell Hibbard, USNR.
Lt, Claude Berry McCurry, USIR.

ijh Benjamin Alfred Duvall, USIE.

b il LU. Richard (n) Stephansky, USIR,

:ﬁ.-‘;lg,f"-'r.-r-’ Nick Lt, amiel Bushnell Hibbar ’1 ‘{,EJ R.
Lt. aL&UGE Berry licCurry, ia&h.

Lt.(jg) Benjamin Alfred Duvall, USIR.

It.(jg) Richard (n) Stephansky, USIHR,
3/20/45 Tojo Lt.(jg) Robert lLafayette Westbrook, III, USNR.
3/20/45 Judy Lt. Samuel Bushnell Hibbard, USIR.
Lt.(jg) Richerd (n) Stephansky, USNR.

(jg) Oliver lLee Swigher, USIR.,

3/20/45 Myrt Lt, Claude Berry MNcCurry, [g R,
I g Oliver Lee Swisher, USIR,
)

(1)
3/21/45 Francgs Lt.(jg) Rudolph (n) uT“DTﬁ, USNR.

: F4U 1“ {NOW! }
3/29/45  Judy Lt, Hax Cumings Replogle, USIE,
;;,f'f;ller.'il-f Jud; Lt. :.:'ui_:_:.";:el Bug! :1(3]._:_ HAl uLHﬂ, UohH .,
Lt.(jg) John j10“1 Koch, USHR,
b/ 3/ +0jo Lt.(Jjg) JU ard () } IleJJ';, USIR.
b/ 3/45 Zelke Lt.{ig) I wald Frank :a-]FT, USIR.
4-/{3;"’:’- Zele Lti Dr::lh?.ll:‘. Robert ._r-* , USIR.
L) 3/45 Zeke Lt. Vlada Donald "lIL ¢, USN, _
4/3/45 Tojo Lt.03g) ijcwr-r- Durant Gray, USN,
L/3/L5 Tojo It. Samuel Buginell Hibbard, USIR.
L/3/45 Zeke Lt.(jg) u]:'."'-}'i_'i ILee Swisher, USIR.
4/3&&5 To It.(jg) Harry lantle Losson, USIR,
&/ 3/45 C Lt.(jg) }‘c‘arf (n) Stephansky, USIR,
Lt.(jg) Charles Theodore Krug, USIR.
ffﬁ/ﬂﬁ c Lt., John Franklin Eialﬂy, USNR.
n iy

4/6/45 seke I.te Samuel Bushnell Hibbard, USHR.
L/T/45 Hru:cus Lt. Donald Robert Begin, USIR.

L/ T/45 Frances Lt.
L/11/45 Tojo Eng

'R

jg) Donald Frank Wagner, USIHR.
William Huffman Elder, USNR.

o

Lt.(jg) Edward (n) Iglesias, USHR,
g) Oliver Lee Swisher, USIR,
L/16/4L5 2 Zekes .(jg) Robert MacLean Wallace, USNR,

Robert Maclean Wallace, USHNR,
Harry ilantle Losson, USHR.,
Harry Mantle Losson, USIR.

e

E

! ’ (
L/16/L5 Frances Lt (
E

4L/16/L5 2 Tojos (
(

L
4L/X6/L5 1 Tojo L
L
L

i Ci ittt c

0a 0

L/16/L5 1 Zeke
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FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN
4 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

1 o

oquadron

L P T - R . } L1
ficially Credited to I'ilots of the
0

ame Rank lotals
BEGIN, Donald Robert Lieut. 2
BURSTIK, Vlada Donald Lieut, 1
JALTON, Otis "BM Lieut, 17
A ks T . A

CA ;M-V;ﬂ, James Jackso Lt.(je) 1
o r 1. T 4+ " )
CLANCY, Albert Harrison, Jr.Lt, Comdr. 7
Pl X ~
Lr.;_u.'..u..l. [ +l...il-1 er (J \lEe L'JI:-.'I_\IJ '_, do

DU aﬁn-'_ll_’ i;cl"f;jtil.'..'.; d.l: ol - 'ﬁ .-F!- . (:i; -].f}-?
ELDER, William Huffman Ensign b

ELZINGA, Howard Franl
GRAY, George Durar
.I-..e f]..n.-*, bJ‘t..ll.L{.l th 11'](3

o

BT T C
i d AI-LJ-_-’ Jiles Ll

i

J_ _nJL.JJd,sJ, SLOW 411 ',..3'1'],' l_.u "‘(n..l J ::-'.
.s'-lu ..’ e i..':' | .n:l...:.‘ L® l:r:.;.(!j :.' ,-:.j‘.r.‘ll
UG, Charles Theodore Lt.(jg) 35
LANMBORY, William Davant Ensign 1
LOSSOlN, Harry liantle Lt.(ig) A
HECUHRY ﬂla.wt Berry Lieut, 1
ilcSWEENEY, Eugene ¢rL_ cis Lt.(jg) 1Z

i
U

0TI v P Sy e TR
RINK, Vlictor Burkhart

i e

.
L

-
P —

I CF e i 2

ROYSTER, Tony Robert t.(jz) 2
oloLEY, John ;1‘1‘:;;:: 11 Lieut, I
STEPHANSKY, Richard (n) Lt.(jeg) 3=1/3
SWISHER, Cliver lLee Lt.(je, =5/
SYKCHA, Rudolph (n) Lt.(je) 1
L,Iuﬁ, Locke Hickman, Jr. Li.(jg; 1
-L{T, Theodore Ira, Jr, Lt.(if; 12
hmiiﬁh, Donald Frank It.(3g) g
WALLACE [ £ ( ‘],F_” 3

3uhcrp lla cLea)
n:.__lu,.' ) L'-a.- ,'D‘U':\I‘ L ]-i. I &

T COry y o 1 P T A
willoOl, Richarda lrving

WRIGHT, John Wesley, Jr.

l'jt L] ( 1.l1t~r!-}
Lieut.,
Lieut,
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Enclosure (C)

SHIP DAMAGE

\ction of 7 April 1945 the following pilots
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Albert H, Clancy, Jr., USN, in Aomori Wan on 10 August and was left
3 L

A destroyer was hit by two rockets fired by

Lte(jg) Rudolph Sykora,

UolR, at Ominato, North Honshu, 10 August.
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In the numerous attacks made by VF=47 fighters on merchant shipping
. S— = " — memaanthla 4 B R | s L mAAderd A .  g— N
E_].,'! Wars EE-J A [} o J - t-\:‘l 'r_..ni_:.. LA LD LO o L r."."c: :::‘:L'..- ks Bk ,_'q'l?..l_ utr-]_ oomop Qﬂd

rocket: hits. The record of damage done bespeaks the success of the
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Enclosure (D)
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ANARDS

Only two officers of the squadron had been cited prrior to the squadron's

i
-
o

combat tour. These were Lt. Vlada Donald Bursik, USN, who held two Air Medals,
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and Lt. Marion O, Narks, UohNi, who held a Distinguished Flying Uross and an
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Lt, Howard F. Elzinga, USNR, Lt.(jg) Victor B. Rink, USMR, and William M.

Duggan, AMMlc, USIiR, have been awa rded Furple Hearts for wounds received
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»laney, Albert H,, Jr., LU, Comar,, of Albuquerque, New Mexico,
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Recommended for Silver Star for leading his squadron agai an enemy
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Recommended for a DFC for shooting down two ene planes and assisting

Hibb Samt B.y, Lt.,, of Minneapolis

Hibbard, Samuel B., Lt., o eapolis,
necommﬂndeﬂ for a DFC for his part in East China Sea Batt
for another DFC for shooting down two planes 10 May.
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Recommended for DFC for his part in East China Sea Battle 7 Arril,
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FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN
4, FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
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LIST OF SQ,UADRUN LMELBERS, AGES, | JME AND LBAVE ADDRESSES

TALE RANK LGl ;_DRESS
CLACY, Albert ., Jr. Lt,Comdr. &6 215 Ne 7 th 8t.,
Usli. buguerque, Hew Liexico,

* L7 Cervantes Blvd.,San Fran-
cisco, Cal.,

AVZIRY, Glenn E. Lte(Jg) ol 632 Tnonas Ft. Leavenworth,
Lansas .
AZ—JELL’ Harold J. Ensizn s | 540 77, 90th St., Los angeles,
BGIT, Donald R. Lieut, gl 12 School St., Balem, iass,
BERRY, Albert D. Lt.Comdre 33 339 77, Center St., Fallon,
Usil. Nevada. '
BURSI., Vlada D. hlent.,US" <0 719 ldlan uve., Ravenna, ileb,
CALTO!, Otis upw Lieut. 26 GD¢U&J1dJ Louisiana,
ARPIITTER, James J, Lteljg) 23 219 So. Pearl St., slbion,lid
GLAPP, Yalter C. Lt.{jg) 21 4739 Powers Ferry . aﬁnﬂanxyu*
DUVALL, Benjamin A. Lt.{]e) X LLOT prlugug;e AVEa,
Balt i LOIE’ ﬁ-
ﬁaDuR, willian H. Ensisn 22 Toledo, 1llinois. .
3LzIGA, Howard F. Lieu% 30 BEllsworth, ldecli,
FR&SURE, Harold R. 410ut. 25 637 . iulberry St.,
A Lancaster, Ohio.
GRAY, Georze D. Lte(js)USN 23 Lake Jucnson, Texas
HIu_.A y, Sanuel B. Lieut, _27 1770 Emexrson AVEa,y
‘ S. idinneapolis, idnn,
fGLISIAS, Fdward (n) Lt.(jg) 3175 rorter Su.,;.--, v
rﬁSui.ls‘ILOﬂ Dl C-
£0CH, John L. Lt.(jg) 2, P,0., Box 2686, Sullivan, iio.
KRUG, Charles T. ILt.{ja) sy 27l Brookline ave.,3ostonliass
LA CAVA, Jdames J. ”aulg‘ A 39 austin St., Danbury, Coqh.
LAMBORI, Williaw D. Ensicn =2 Lake Road, Short Hills, Neda.
LasC 00K, William R. tolje) 2. 25 Tyson Rd., “orcester, Mas
LOSjDE, aarry il Lt (je) 22 316 W, Dixie ave.,
§ Lllz D Lthwn, Ky.
I'AR’S, larion O, Lieut. 29 Rt. ”2, Jusense, C“euon.
o 506 | -a-.m.; Ol LAVEa 4! Harnil LU..:., 0-
MAYHEW, lyron A. Lt.(js) 23 5279 Liierson Ave. ,uu.bDul%ﬂmL
MeCURRY, Claude B. Lieut. 20 2617 32nd Ave.,l.,
Biruing hm,, slae
McS"EENEY, Bugene F. Lt.(jg) 23 60 Brown St., Pawtueket,RyI.
PODc .DHIL, Raynond ~, Lieut. 20 Bynumn, Texas.,
* Box 523, Hillsboro, Texas.
REPLOGLE, llax C., Lieut, 28  Coldwater, Lansgs.

* 1217 ililan ave., Coral
Gables, +lae.

RIIT, Vietor B. @t.(jﬁ] L3 Clearwater, uLJ_aa.
ROYSTER, Tony R. Lt. (Jg) 23 1301 Burnett St.
""lehita Falls, Texas.
HUNCL, William ‘(n) Lieut, 36 166 . Vaghington Ave.,
Battle Creek, Liich,
SISLEY, John T, . “Dleut. 29 293 8. View Drive, Atiens, (&
STEPHAISLY, Richard (n) ILt.(jz) Ak 103 Holiies St., e uiney,
1A8S5 s
STETS0N, Damon Li, Lieut. 30 Hlan over Center, liass.
SWTSEER, Oliver L. Lt.(Jje) 22 Balty, Vae i _
3YXORA, Rudolph (n) 6l je) R2 PO Box 76, J.i'].uE,Eal, Jisconsin
TALBOT, Robert I. Lieut, 2L Cunberlanad, "lisconsin.

TRIG(‘J Locke L"p Jr. -L‘E-(J;r_;) :3 11l "r'rj.ilﬂ.i-.lel-u DI’lVE,
| Chatunoosa, Teni.

VEIOCK, Theodore I.,dr. Lt.(jg) 23 12 = 2€th St How,; Brir hton, Pa.

WAGTER, Robert I, Lte(jg) 2l 263 Beach LH}RULJUhtchJ Y
W-:-L'L'ﬂc‘:? 3 Hﬂbir :’l' 'b. [ J&) ,30 280{3 V 3G o ’l:"t.sbJ. = J.;bﬂ, 8L e
WZAK, Stanley F._ Lieut s 2L t.#1 Box 305 Ventura, Cal,
wILS0!T, Richard i. Lieut, 25 5627 Wilson Ave., Fresno, Gal.
¥

Ledve and home address coinci¢ except where leave addregs is
marked with an *. i |
All officers are USNR except .ose designated otherwise.




FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SHEVEN

SAN FRANCISCO,

The followli ¢ nelx
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CULBERTSON, Harry Hardy
;J.t-' = Ml 1__-| LEImn 1‘;1'
T A
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Fod W= &

-.:J...'-..u._;CI_.CGE’ Vance

1T PTE Y & ¥ .
I B Ll AN William s
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UL EJ; faul o,
PATTON, Charles J,

REICH, Russel F.

oLALDTRUN, Henry X,
bt ].- 4k y <4 20] [

B ey |
LJ.'..JA..'.LJ: EMUS.L

l}’:.

- §

The other enlisted me;

CUMMINGS,. Henry C.

=

DUGGAN, William M.

WiilS, Chegter F.

9, FLEET POST OFFICE

CALIFORNIA

transferred to VF-47 from the Bataan for
UeS.A, with the squadron:

Rate Age Address
CPhoM(T) 32 200 W, 54th St., N. Y. City.
Alile,USIHR 27 2435 SW., 23rd St., Miaml, Fla,
FRlc,USII 32 210 - X ot., Dunbar, W. Va.
J00(C)1e(T) 25 LR, No. 3, Somerset, Ky
ACRT(4A)(T) 24 203 East 236th St., Wilmington,

SNE Calif,
AEM2c, USH 20 29/, Second St., Algona, Wis,
Allille, US 23 tern ive., Augusta, Naine,
ARMlec, USNR 3€ Buckhannon Pike, Nutter Fort,

~”-‘ T-'rﬂn
CPRlec, USN 30 2648 No., Francisco Ave,,
Chicago, Illinois,

AFC2c, USHR R7 Route 4, Oconomowoc, Wis,
Al fiC; o[l 25 4,8 » iin ~3-t-3 J -":'L;"L-CJH'-‘-} NeX.
ARNRe, US] 23 5 Kirby, liobile, Alabama.,
ACIM(T), USN 25 261 Misenheimer Ave., Concord,

:Tl‘ C.

who are returning with the Squadron are:

~-

29 2812 S, Cicero Ave,, Cicero, Il1,

ACOM(AA)(T)

USN.
AMi{lc, USMR

25 4,008 t. Louis, lio,

I..-J,'_._lll. -

Ylc(T), USNR.3% Ludgate Road, Cleveland, Ohio
Ste Vincent St., Philadelphia,

m

56th Ave,, Oakland, Calif,
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FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN
4 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
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NavPers-353 (12-43)

Ship, Station or Activity

U.S.S. BATAAN (CVL 28)

Date of Roster

AUGUST (945 :

the previous monthly roster of oflcers and the gquarterly

within the appropriate organizational unit,

2.The following symbols shall be used when appropriate is column 2:
TO-Technical Observers;

Relieved; H-Treatment in Hospital;
DIF-puty involving Flying,

priority detachment list.

Names

D-ordered Detached When
R-0ordered to Report- T-Temporary Detached Duty;

are to he

Directed by Commanding Officer;

rrouped by cctivity and listed according to rank

*D-0ordered Detached When
U-Not Physically Qualified for Sea Duty;

8."Courses and Qualifications,” column 14,should be designated by the appropriate codes shown in Enclosure (A) of BuPers Circular Letter No.217-44,dated
81 July 1p44. If an officer has complefed any other course or school which is not listed,indicate the name of the course or school, the place and date
of completion in column 14.

R{BTER OF OFF'CERS | Authorized Complement VF-47 SQUADRON ﬂnT;z:lrd
To: The Chief of Naval Personnel i car. | Le. car o be AR s S0 (DENE) b
; 1 10 13 18 42 43
1 2 3 4 5 B 7 Y 9 10 11 12 13 la
File See hete of NA or NR |Mos. | Mos. Mos. Duties in Prospec. Courses and
(Last) {Initial s) Cruise
VF-47 SQUADRON
85347 | DIF CLANCY, A.H.,]Jr. Lt.Cdr. 10-17-44 1940 15 4 15 CO, VF-47; CAG-47; Morale - - 09,WD
Naval Aviator
86124 | DIF REPLOGLE, M.C. Lieut. 3- 1-43 (A1) 15 15 15 Executive Officer; Asst.Morale Command ing 9- 1-45 09
Naval Aviator
*593 DIF BERRY, A.D. Lt.Cdr. 3- 1-44 |[MC(USN) | 3 3 4 Flight Surgeon - . - Grad.Avia.Sch,Med.,
Pensacola,Fla.5-9-42
6100 SHUNCK, W. Lieut. 9-23-42 (A) 13 13 13 Recognition Officer Aide to Air Group Comdr|. - - 92
86141 | DIF MARKS, M.O0, Lieut. 3- 1-43 (A1) 3 3 7 Naval Aviator Operations Of ficer Executive Officer 11- 1-45 09
104017 | DIF HIBBARD, S.B. Lieut. 10- 1-43 (Al) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Asst. Flight Officer Flight Officer Qualif. 09
116216 | DIF WILSON, R.I. Lieut. 4- 1-44 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Comm. Officer Executive Officer Qualif. 09
116393 | DIF McCURRY, C.B. Lieut. 4- 1-44 (Al) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Training Officer Executive Officer Qualif. 09
125007 | DIF BURSIK, V.D. Lieut, 7= 1-44 USN 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Engineering Officer Execut ive Of ficer Qualif. 09
124795 | DIF CALTON, O.*B- Lieut. 7- 1-44 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Flight Officer Executive Officer Qualif. 09
124379 | DIF PODSEDNIK, R.L. Lieut. 7- 1-44 (Al) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Radio Officer Communication Off. Qualif. 09
121933 | DIF SISLEY, ]J.F. Lieut, 7- 1-44 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Material Officer Executive Officer Qualif, 09
140860 STETSON, D.M. Lieut,. 7- 1-44 (A) 15 15 15 A.C.1. Officer War Bond Officer y - - 14
125257 DIF WEAR, S5.F. Lieut. 7= 1-44 (Al) 3 3 7 Naval Aviator Asst. Gun, Officer Gunnery Officer 11- 1-45 09
116887 FRASURE, H.R. Lieut,. 10- 1-44 (A)L 7 7 11 Admin, Officer - - - -
130298| DIF TALBOT, R.I. Lieut. 10- 1-44 (A1) 3 3 7 Naval Aviator Asst. Eng. Officer Engineering Officer | 11- 1-45 09
158240 | DIF ELZINGA, H.F. Lieut, 5= 1-45 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Navigation Officer Flight Officer Qualif. 09
145991| DIF BEGIN, D.R. Lieut, 5- 1-45 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Gunnery & Photo, Off, Executive Of ficer 11- 1-45 09
tﬂlﬂi DIF TRIGG, L.H.,]Jr. Lt. (jg) 8- 1-44 (Al) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Asst. Flight Officer Flight Officer Qualif. 09
73845| DIF ROYSTER, T.R. Lt.(jg) 9. 1-44 (A1) 4 7 Naval Aviator Asst, Flight Officer Flight Officer 10- 1-45 09
315708| DIF AVERY, G.E. Lt.(jig) 1= 1-45 (A1) 3 3 7 Naval Aviator Asst. Eng., Officer Engineering Officer | 11~ 1-45 09
337242 DIF CLAFP, W.C. Lt.(je) 3- 1-45 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Welfare Officer Communication OfFf. Qualif. 09
337701| DIF DUVALL, B.A. Lt.(jg) 4- 1-45 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Safety Equip. Officer Material Officer Qualif, 09
347083| DIF IGLESIAS, E. Lt. (jig) 4- 1-45 (Al) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Asst, Nav, Officer Navigation Officer | Qualif, 09
347085| DIF EKRUG, C.T. Lt. (jeg) 4=« 1-45 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Propel ler Officer Engineering Officer { Qualif. 09
337731| DIF LOSSON, H.M. Lt. (jg) 4- 1-45 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Athletic Officer Material Officer Qualif. 09
337736| DIF Mc SWEENEY, E.F. Lt. (jig) 4- 1-45 (A1) 15 15 15 Naval Aviator Asst. Comm, Officer Radio Officer Qualif, 09
INSTRUCTTONS : « This fn:;'ru (in duplicate) is to be subwmitted monthly es of the first day of ecch wonth to the Bureaun of Naval Personnel. It supersedes

L "B




NavPers-353 (12-43) Ship, Station Accivi U.3.S. BATAAN (CYL 29) Date of Roster | AUGUST 1945
[t oG g B e T AT T S R i s e i Total s
ROSTER CF OFFICERS I bt zed Complement l On Board
?—f—r'mf“ﬁ*T"]“' s T T o e T oo ' R
To: The Chief of Maval Personte! r e W | __{_ e I Lot e 1‘_ 3! ! ) JeR I
; | . * i !
i o ELTE e W T P T O T N T N T A T R S g
File Siep ! KA o Ni Iﬂﬁh Mo Mos. Dut in Prospec. Courses and
i I”it- iy i P o Iﬁtl . ﬁ;;li “:1-§:.I ¢ : I B L e, I T;f&ili{ {éﬂi?l:;:;::::::i; 3)
{Last) (Initials) | erui ;o |
I
| ‘ VF-47 SQUADRON (CONT'D) i
346806 DIF MAYHEW, M.A. } Lt.(jg) 4- 1-45 | (Al) 15 i 15 15 Naval Aviator ; Asst. Mat, Officer Material Officer F Qualif 09
346817 | DIF STEPHANSKY, R. Lt.(je) 4- 1-45 (A1) 15 | 15 15 | Naval Aviator | Fuel System Officer Engineering Officer Il Qualif 09
337764 DIF SYEORA, R. Lt.(jg) 4- 1-45 (A1) R LR e 15 Naval Aviator Asst, Flight Officer Operations Officer | Qualif,. 09
337768 | DIF VEIOCE, T.I. Lt.(jg) 4- 1-45 (Al) 15 ‘ 15 15 Naval Aviator | Asst. Gunnery Officer Gunnery Officer [ Qualif, 09
337769 DIF WALLACE, R.M. Lt.(jg) 4- 1-45 | (Al) 15 | 15 15 | Naval Aviator | 1st Lieut, Gunnery Officer ‘ Qualif. 09 —.
329530 DIF GRAY, G.D. Lt.(je) 4- 1-45 ; USN 15 | 15 | 15 l Naval Aviator ! Asst. Engineering Off.| Engineering Officer | Qualif.| 09
351872 DIF WAGNER, D.F. Lt.(jg) 6- 1-45 (A3) 15 | 15 ' 15 Naval Aviator ' Hydraulics Officer Engineering Officer | Qua]if.' 09
334819 DIF SWISHER, O.L. Lt.(jg) 6- 1-45 (A3) 14 14 | 14 Naval Aviator Asgst. Comm, Officer | Communication Off. 5 Quulif.i 09
348667 1 LEACOCK, W.R. Lt.(jg) 6- 1-45 (A) 11 11 ! 11 Avia. Equipment Material Off.; JOOW | Material Officer | Qualif. -
3547495 DIF RINK, V.B. Lt.(ig) 6- 1-45 r (A1) 22t 12 1 12 i Naval Aviator I Parachute Officer | Material Officer : Qualif, 09
351825 DIF KOCH, J.L. Lt.(jg) 6- 1-45 (A1) | 13 i 13 13 | Naval Aviator | Asst, Flight Officer Flight Officer E Qualif. 09
354690 DIF CARPENTER, J.]J. Lt.(jeg) 6- 1-45 (Al) | ‘12 é 12 12 i Naval Aviator | Asst., Engineer Officer| Engineering Officer | Qualif. 09 .
363711 | DIF | ELDER, W.H. Ensign 3-16-44 (Riy: |~32 | 12| 12 i Naval Aviator | Asst. Engineer Officer| Engineering Officer | Qualif.| 09
395552 DIF AZBELL, H.]J. J Ensign 6- 1-44 f (A1) ; 4 4 8 | Naval Aviator | Asst. Comm. Officer j Communication Off. 10-1-45 09
395568 | DIF LAMBORN, W.D. | Ensign 6- 1-44 | 5 o e B T R 8 | Naval Aviator Asst. Nav, Officer | Navigation Officer 10-1-45| 09
397166 | DIF | LaCAVA, J.J. | Ensign 7- 1-44 | USN | 3| 3 7 | Naval Aviator | Asst. Material Officer| Material Officer | 11-1-45| 09
| | | |
! |
|
i
R - 0 |
INSTRUCTIONS: This form (in du}liuate: is to he submitted monthkly os of the first day of arcl £ » Burean of KNaval Personnel. It supersedes
the previous monthly roster of officers and tha quarterly priority drtechment list. Names are to he srouned by cctivity and listed according to rank
within the appropriate organizational unit,.
2.The following symbols shall be ujed when appropriate is column 2: D-Ordered Detached When Directed by Commanding Officer; *D-Ordered Detached When

Relieved; H-Treatment in Hospital;
DIF-puty invelving Flying,

8. "Courses and Qualifications,® column 14,should be designated by the appropriate codes shown in Enclosure (A)
If an officer has “ompleé€ed any other course or school which 15 not listed,indicate the name of the course or school,

31 July 1944.

of complation in column 14.

TO-Technical Observers:

R-0Ordered to Report- T-Temporary Detached Duty;

U-Not Physically Qualified for Sea Duty;

the place

of PuPers Circular Letter No.217-44,dated

and date




FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SHVEN

4 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Enclosure (G)

LOSSES DURING COLBAT TCUR

Date Name and Home Town File No, Location
20 HKarch Comdr, Wialker Ethridge, USN, 73557 ohot down by AA
of Warrington, Pensacola, over TG off
s B F i d il oa =2 ¥ T O A _*
la, (Originally from Kyushu, Japan.
» iy .J‘.- L =l I|IL|
4 ( ,..' '1_.':..1 ’ e -JI
21 March Ens. Francis C, Raison, 338037 Seriously burned
Uollik, of Lllensburg, wash, after making an
emergency landing
a'@urﬂ Bataan.
Died 27 April at
Guan
r'-\ = f = = — ~y ey ~ e =l P =
April Lt.(je) uDhEl* L. Westbrook,III, 223791 Misging after air
USNR, of Pine Bluff, Ark. battle near Kikai
Ji\.";a.
0 Mo wr o T ale T S o 1 3D TOEEEC 1 - [P i~
J |\.-|-.') LllE » I.JLA.C . J. _!.:-la'_lc-.-ll_. L] .[.'h.-‘ Ll g .--'-:'-r"!.r‘,.-"'- I--' IO'l'--l 'l:!D“I..J }-.-?:}r ':' Ei'-lﬁr
of Salt Lake City, Utah, AA over Tokuno Jima,
Tas | - T+ |’ 1 fl_','_-d 1 2 o | = -'-I 17 o A L ! Ir"!"'!_'\- + [ = '-J b J"='..'\
l.r:lr.l_. K L,; : AL ] L D.J\_j e !,,al_ ;_' li:r.. i B & 4 I'Ij tal |! I.'- J,Iaj__jl T [ ! Lr L | ) Li L

CE T
USNR, of Charleston, W. Va, rcc:_ﬁ:iusarce flight.
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FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN “
4 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
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VF=47/416=3 21 Avril 1945.

serial 040

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commander Air Group FORTY=-SEVEN,
A0t 3 Commander-in —C‘hL¢, U, S, Fleet,

Via : (1) Commanding Officer, U.S.S. BATAAN,
(2) ﬁd.h&ﬁﬁir Task Group FIFIY-EIGIT POINT THREE,
(3} Commander Task Force FIFIY-EIGIL,
(4) Commander FIFTH FIEET,
(5) Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet,
Subjects Summary of Actlon of Alr CGroup FORTY-SEVEN for Period
18 Mexrch - 17 April 1945,
i Air Group Forty-Seven went into action on 18 March 1945
in the attack on Kyushu and subsequently has taken part in nearly every

important strike with the exception of the one on Kure,

2e The Fighting Squadron has shot down 47 enemy lecrufu, heir
sl g

Tam s la - " gre— r: A - - & + — R ] 5 £ TRT ]
1igh day being 16 April 1945, when a group of 16 VF ghot down 22 June “lﬂﬂﬂu

in & pitched battle near Kikai without lose. At the same time & CAP division
the total for the day to 23.
le

over the Task Force shot down a Frances, raising
Fighting Squadron Forty-Seven also clrlls one DD ft dezed in the water, another
DD hit twice by 500 pound bombs, and a zht cruiser hit by a 500 pound bomb
during the fleet action in which the Yam;to wes srnl. Torpedoa Squadron Forty-
oeven claims four hits by torpedoes on the starboard side of the Yamato which
materially aicded in her sinking, Torpedo Squadron Forty-Seven also claimg hits
on a CVE and a CV in Kobe Harbor, these being confirmed by photographs. These
arc the only concrete claims nade. It is ;m}ossﬁﬁlc to agsess the damapge dome
airfield and town installations made by numerous attecks on these install-
ations by the Air Group on Kyushu, Minami Daito, Okii nava Amami O Sh md, Kikai,
and Tokuno. The fighters have been used as P1C' ag fighter bombers as in their
pnormal caracity. In the first month Air Group, Forty-Seven dropped & totel of
266 tons of bombs of which 181% tons were dropred by the fighters.

L3

3e For the “CT{DG 1€ March = 17 April the pilots of Fighting
oquadron Forty-Seven averaged 99 hours of combat flying, For tae same period

ilots of Torpedo Squadron Forty=-Seven averaged 50 hours of combat flying.

a5 The Air Group's personnel Josses have not been high. The Torpedo
Squadron pilots and two ajvcrqpen were lost over Kyushu due to enemy A.A. fire,
The Air Group Commander was lost over Task Group 56.2, shot down by Task Group
A,A, while pursuing a Jap plane through the formetion. Another fighter pilot
wag lost near Kikal, cause unknown, believed shot down by enemy fighters.




VF =/ ?,r’:fxltf:}“B 7 n. ril 1945,
Serial 040

Subject: Summary of Action of Air Group FORTY-SEVEN for Period 18 March
COIF IDENTIAL to 17 April 1945,
" o Comments:
% A 1.'-|1|--|-‘r1'; "
(a) FACTICS

Meny coordinated attacks by groups were excel ent but on some
occasions the strike leaders showed very poor judgment in utlllzﬁfﬂ
the safety facltors at their command. These tactical considerations
are many and 1f all of them cannot be used, as many as possible
gshould be, These factors include steep c'“ of ﬂlves, coordination of
dives between VV and VI and between groups, position of sun, recovery
marectlol, flak analysis, wind direction, direction of dive to give

Jxll‘m l.,:qg for hits. This is repetition but only in repeating
L'Dw: is the maximum damage going to be inflicted with the
minimum 1055 to our own groups. The tactics used by Air Group Forty-
oeven in delivering combined attacks or VF attacks ere considered
sound, as safe as they can possibly be, effective, aggressive, and
certa 1+”i'u¢u uptive to enemy A.A, Tdt nunber one consideration
1s altitude, Approach the target from at least 12,000 feet or higher,
veather permitting. Judge the approach angle so ?h t it is 90° %o
the attack direction. When fairly close to the target begin a high
speed, gliding approach with VF and VI, respectively, in columm, VF
higher and inboard of VI to give the former a steejfr, 60° or better
dive. The VI leader will glve the HJLMCJ r*; 1 when his group is
abreast of the approach line and normal ite AE his group makes
a simultaneous turn into the target, ﬂ;ﬁ ”” makes a simultaneous
turn in at a steeper angle and because of their greater speed arrive
at the target ahead of VI by a narrow enough margin so that & high
degree of coordination is accomplished and A.A. is split or hit. The
direction of attack is picked to give retirement over wat: r, & dom
gun run, a8 down wind run, @& the most full deflection HDLE to the
A.A, gunners. This set of tacties or any squadron tactics should be

used for every run. Time and again it hes been observed that a gun
which hasn't fired for two days begirr again the third, Treat every
field or every target as a potential hotbed of A.A., even on return
engagements after a light reception., Carelessness breeds danger,
On one combined attack on Kikai airfield a VF squadron made a shallow
gliding attack over the full length of the island. Two fighters
were hit before they even reached field, one crashed, It is felt
that had this attack been a high speed, steep one, this loss would
not have occurred, Because A.A, has become our major problem, each
encounter with it must be treated with great respect, an intelligent
approach, and complete briefing of all pilots,.

I'“.I

On fighter sweeps over enemy airfields a more accurate account
of the number of aircraft operational or even existent on the field
may be had if each pilot is given a section of his own, or so many
revetnents to observe, In this way the pieces are put together for
a total rather than having each pilot attempt an assay of the whole
field which usually results in no information at all




B 21 April 1945.
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oerial 040
CONFIDENT JTAL
Subject: Summary of Action of Air Group FCRTY-SEVEN for Period 18 March
to 17 April 1945.
Apain the old hue and cry about torpedo planes being on strikes
where enemy aircraft on the ground are the prime consideration. With
a VF and VI combination only one attack on the field can be made if
cover for the VI is mandatory after }

I:_L
o

attack., With VF alone,
loaded with full ammo and rockets, repeated attacks can be made pin-
pointing aircraft in revetments which could not be damaged by a

mass attack, It is disappointing to attack a field, see good planes
in revetments on the recovery, and not be able to go back because

of cover requirements.

8 — } 1 5

A 5 ry T B L Ll . . o =W b= a4 J.:‘
Air battles still require conformity to the age old adage of

- I o v s « o s T /" Prades 4 . o et PR - e K il e 1 T
- v =ls L \..'D__' Jl'l '_.:I]‘l 'J.‘ -'lr-p-l|| --I.l i e Mitt M whes = '-":r.‘-’.‘"-d.i ‘JU J:'..'_ e Df‘f -L C Sj-"{JlE
i L Tl | I &) 5 . -"'.'.H r g e A [ 3 '.“1 t 1 1 i £ 1 .| g M
Jap planes which always exist when a fight develops, divisions must
Lr:A‘ u 0 sections but it is mandatory that the section never
1 3 . 1

I good ball, as so many have previously recom-

?:'cﬂ} to keep the fight in one locality, odd sections heading back

into the Tiﬁﬁ]ﬁ of i?e nelee so thet mutual protection can be rivew
stiﬁl use the split "S" as their primery evasive

everyone, The Jap
maneuver, They 11 cannot be foW”o jed in this meneuver by the F6F,
In air to air combat most of the kills were made by elther small or

no deflection shots, The Japs stlll a ar to have 51?(101“d no de-

. i e e 1 . - S P PBTEE T PEN L O . e .
fensive tactlics, the column being their most noteworthy formation.

The bombing accuracy of the fighters leaves something to be

desired. I believe that if during the training period, a bombing
training schedule were ra*ﬁﬂcfeﬂ which paralleled the rochet train-
ing program, & greater degree of interest would be aroused. X realize
that a great deal of bor ¢1Jj is done in training in the Iaweiian area
but in other than the Live Bomb flights on towed targets there are
inadequate facilities “-:ur bombing where drop errors can be ascer-
ained, 4 pilot loses interest with continual bombing when he can
never accurately tell wﬁcrn his bombs fall,

Communications are still the same headache. Only with rigid
Alr Group disci line can the channels be kept clear of the many
totally unnecessary transmissions.

Fry

Ihe rendezvous problem for large combined strikes can be
gimplified if a standard procedure is set and followed, It is

suggested that when all the carriers in a Group are sending strike

groups on & combined strike, the different strike groups remain in
their own rendezvous sector until each strike group is completely
joined up, each carrier strike leader notifying the Tasgk Group

trike Commander when his join-up is accomplished. Upon cnmpletion
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Serial 040
Subjeet: Summary of Action of Air Group FORIY-SEVEN for Period 18
March to 17 April 1945.
of all the join-ups, the Tagk Group Strike Commander then announces

that his group is mroceeding on course, All the groups head put on
course and cloge in enroute, This does awey with the confusion of
all groups proceeding to the senior group's rendezvous area anpd
cireling while the normal join-up is being effected.

N TOMNTIT T A TTOTT
{ 0) TSCELLANEQUS

1 indoctrinated to wait until they are cleax
the Task Group formation before teeting guns. On pre-dawn or
davm launches pilots should wait until it is light before testing
guns. It is a weird ing to see tracers filtering through your
rendezvous area during & pre-dawvn join-up.
Four water landinge by VF pilots and two by VI pilots were
all successful. Three fighter pilots got out of the cockpit with
chute on and one with chute unbuckled. DNo difficulty was exper-

ienced in any case, It is recommended that pilots get in raftis
immediately even if rescue is imminent, Two narrow escapes have
occurred where pilots were 11ﬂj¢ﬂ% down K; water-logeed chutes when

Mg [t + o - D27 ada S s s F et ! 41 1k

Mae Weste deflated. Pilots were attempting to save the chutes,

miy, 2 L on Man . R o e e o e - LR T e y 1

This Air Group is h&lﬁﬁ a new type of single-point-release harness
with geat ack and st dﬂiﬂﬂ;;;; Tﬂ'iﬂlf.

TR R

Availability of planes kept by ship's maintenance has been
] - o |

1 o 5 o ST . v a 4 e o oo
excellent, There is rarely more than one plane downed at a time
. = b P L1 o
and seldom that.
i ST e T s il o, Tl S S Al aut ALY A o 8
1 118 J 107 SUlL adiE DEen oanned i1rom use ‘b‘_- Liae vi 8 :-.JEJTDH
because of its inflammable nature.,

-

[he flight schedule for the month has been fairly rugged.

ith a routine of three or four f:rs of operations and
one day of fueling, it is felt that sufficient re: st is given the
pilots to continue the same routine i: “:-::f:?_.‘-n'..-;x; ly as far as physical
endurance is concerned, No evidence of "rilot fatigue" has been
noticed in this group. The one complaint is that seven or eight
hours of flying under combat corditions in one day is too much,
This is necessary when over 36 sorties are scheduled for the VF
squadron., To obviate the necessity of two hops per day, it is
recomnmended that the VI' gquadron be allowed 18 pilots and the VF
squadron at least 40 pilots.

To go a step further, it is believed that a single 36 plane

k

VF squadron could operate more efficiently and with just as much
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FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN
4 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFCRNIA

CAG=-47/A16~3 15 August 1945,

oer .] o -‘l C’LL'

CONFIDENTIAL

b=

Froms Commander Air Group FRTY-SEVEN.
To Commander-in=Chief, United States I'leet,
Via : (1) Commanding Officer, USS BATAAN.
(2) Commander Task Group Thirty-Bight Point Three.
(3) Commander Task Force Thirty-Eight.
(L) Commander Third Fleet.,
(5) Commander~in-Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet.
Subject: Heport of Operations of Air Group Forty-Seven during the
period 1 March 1945 through 15 August 1945,
Reference: (a) Pacific Fleet conf., 1ltr. 1CL=45.
(b) ACA=-1 Reports, Air Group Forty-Seven lNumbers 1
through 121,
Enclosure: (A) Comments by Commanding Officer VI-47, on Operations

=

1 Marc .'i ro1 1e ly August 1945,
Comments by ACI Officers, VF-47 and VI=47,

—
r—
L WL
T

i On 15 August 1945, the day hostilities ceased, Air Group
Forty-Seven completed a 5+ month's tour Df ” 1ty on board the U.S5.5. BATAAN,
During that period the Air Group hit targets on each of the four main Islands

of the Japanese Empire, Iyushu, Honshu, b. ﬁ1 1 :nﬁ lokkaido., In addition
to that the ship and Air Group operated continuously for a period of 80 days
at sea from 14 lMarch to 1 June in attacks agains jvug-u and the Nansgei Sﬁnto

m

E

LT
in sunr t of the invasion of OQOlcinawe he 1 ult f nd manyv st C
in support of the invasion of Okinawa., The resul of a good many strikes
made by the Group could not be asgessed becausge D: Lﬂc nature of the targets,
a8 in air support or because the opposition was so strong that visual recon-

naissance could not be made. However, certain concrete results are listed
below:

Air Group Fortv-Seven's Combat Record

Combat lligsiong = = = = = = = « = = ¢ = = = = = == 173
SOTItES = = = = = = = = o @ = = = = = = = = = = =« = 3553
Strikes by Air Group on Japan = = = = = = = = = = = A0
otrilkes on Nansei Shoto Iglandsg = = = = = = = = = = 72
Flanes Shot DowWn = = = = = = = = = ¢ = = = = = = = 67%

During Air Group Forty-Seven's 5% months tour of combat
duty its planes participated in attack on 15 war ships which
were sunk or damaged. The tonnage of these ships totals
194,900, Seventv-two merchant vessels, totaling 49,200 tons
sunk or damaged, Among the major fleet units hit by the
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CAG-47/A16-3 15 August 1945.
Seriel 080

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: Report of Operstions of Air Group Forty-Seven during the period

1 March 1945 through 15 August 1945.

During Air Group Forty-Seven's 5% months tour of combat duty
its planes participated in attaecks on 15 war ships which were sunk
or dameged. The tonnage of these ships totels 194,800. Seventy-two
merchant vessels, totaling 49,200 tons were sunk or damaged. Among
the mejor fleet units hit by the group were: BB Yamato, BB Nagato,
BB-XCV Hyuge, CA Tone, CV Ikome, CV Aso, CVE Kobe, an Agano class
cruiser, and several destroyers. The torpedo squadron has also been
credited by Cominch with sinking one submarine in colleborztion
with four destroyers off Okinawa. Extensive damage wes also done
to airfield fecilities, factories, warehouses, barracks, end other
enemy instellations.

2e LOSSES.

Losses for this period are deemed especlelly light. VF-47 lost five
pilots, two of them from operational causes. VT-47 lost four pilots and four
aircrewmen, one crew being lost from operational causes. It is felt that the
light losses incurred were due to the insistence that every target be treated
a8 & heavily defended one and that sound, proven tactics be employed in each
case. It cannot be toc strongly stressed that weather permitting, the very
minimum sterting eltitude for any etteck should be 15,000 feet end against
strongly defended tergets such as those found in the Tokyo aree, or Kobe or
Kure, the minimum should be 20,000 feet. Too many strike leaders do not reqguire
this and as a result the striking groups end up too slow and too shallow in

their ettacks.

3.  MORAIE,

Only two pilots of VF 47 had to be grounded for a totel of four days
during the entire tour of duty with a diegnosis of fatigue. No VT-47 pilots
were grounded. Exceptionally good pilot availability was kept up despite a
continually heavy strike day schedule. The reeson is felt to be due to the
high spirit in the Group and the pilots'! ability to inject humor into any
serious situation which otherwise might have proved depressing. The good
spirit which preveiled was due alsc to the excellent cooperation between the
ship's officers of the Batean end those of the Air Group.
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THE COLLECTED SONGS

INTRODUC TION

In the past year the Fighting Cocks
have flown, drunk, and sung their way
from Maine to the Nansei Shoto. Dur-
ing this time the catchy lyrics of
John Sisley and Bob Wallace have help~-
ed to keep spirits high and parties
gay . This collection of the Squad=-
ron's Own plus the Squadron's Fave
orites should help to lighten future
evenings aboard the old Bataan in the
Western Pacfic, Kemikazes may come
and go, but the Green Weenies of
FlghtigﬁnForty Seven will go on fore
evers d perhaps on some not too
distant day you' turn to the guy
beside you at a-San Francisco bar
and say, "Lesh singi"

And he'll say, “Leshl"

If he's the guy I hope he is, you'll
soon be singing: "eseeethe sons=o- -
b's ARE on their kmees so let's get
drunk again." -

s




THE SQUADRON'S
Al-nla LIIater...'-..‘....I'.“""l
Fif:,ht Songi.'."'...-'."-"l.l
PDDl DaySi.iiiii.ililiiiiiliiiz
DD‘.".’H 'Em All-u-ua..--tiitiltnlz
The Read to PuunenE.-.--....:.B
Hail the Fizhting COGR---:..--B
Thﬂughtﬂ on CiAlPiilllliiiltlih
Dream Girlesececcessscscosccech
Green Weenie Dandyeseessccccseed
A Long‘WHYIlGi.iltitlilli.ibll5
Drinking HymNheeeseesssccseseeslh

. THE CLASSICS
Bell Bottom TrouserSeccecccsece?
I Wanted winGSOil.iliiilitiiiiB

THE OLDIES
When You Wore a TulipeseseseselO
DﬁiSYi!liitiilltll!'tli'llIilllo
Clementine..‘..'.".....-'.."ll
The Sidewalks of Ni Y-------.-lz
The Uld Beer Bottlesesessseeesl?
In the Evening.-.-.-..-.--q...lj
Carry Me Back to 01ld Vaseseessl3
The Good Old SummertimE--tiioolh
You Tell Me Your Dreams.esessell
There's a Long Long Traileeessll

. SURE, AND THE IRISH
Bridget D'Flynn..--.a--.....-.lﬁ
Hﬁrrigan.--..----.-..........-15
Patty MUTDHYii'it--t-io-titivolé
Mamie Rileyesessososeccsccceeel?
Ge We EXtracececcescsscssesessl?
KathleeNesesosvoesoscessssessseld
Irish.Eyes......--.--...-.-.-.18




DEDICATION

To the TFighting Cocks, alias the
Green Weenies, of Squadron Forty
Seven-=gpawners of the memorable Ter-
rible Ten and the Big Assed Indians
who will sing anything, this col-
lection of ditties is dedicated,




AIMA MATER
(Tune: Cornell's A. M,)

From Ogunquit's rocks and'rye
West to God -knows where,
We shall hold thy name on hlgh
Oh, thou green and fair,
Weanie Weenie, dear old Weenie
Belchlng fore and aft,
Keep a weather eye upon ‘us
Lest we get the shaft,
Amen

FIGHT SONG
(Tune: Ramblln Wreck)

I'm a wbenie green

As you've ever seen

From Fightin' Forty-seven

I can't be late

For Itve got a date

With Tojo's sons of heaven,

So off we .go

With a TALLY HO, '
To hell with the Emperor's men,
When the sons-o-b's

Are on their knees

We'll all get drunk again}d




POOL DAYS
(Tune: School Days)

Pool days, Pool days,

Dear old Casu Pool days;

Hands around glasses

Instead of a stick,

Brass rails for rudders

And haze mighty thick,

e had our queens

And Yo-=-Ho=Ho,

We mustered each nite

At the old Chateau,

And drank till we all got vertigo-
Then pancaked and taxied back home.,

DOWN *EM ALL

(Tune: Bless 'Em All)

Down 'em all, down 'em all,
For any old reason at all--
If the o0il in your engine
"ill not overheat

Just think up a lie

For Ye 0Olde Yellow Sheet}
So CGreen Veenies

Let's throw in the towels,
Leave the nite flying

Up to the owls;

Lets all have a squawk
'Stead of flying we'll walk,
S0 cheer up my boys

Down 'em all,




THE ROAD TO PUUNENE
(Tune: Road to Mandalay)

On the road to Puunene
"There the Flying "'eenies play,
"here the quarters shake like thunder
And the fire pumps blaze away,
Oh, the road to Puunene
Yhere the 0-Club reaps our pay,
And our guts are torn asunder
Eaeting Spam three meals a day.

HAIL THE FIGHTING COCK
(Tune: On Yo Burgundy)

Hail the Fighting Cock

The leader of the flock-

That game old bird we all adore'
search until you're blind,

You' 1l not his equal find

On this or any other shore.

If you cross him

H e will quickly whirl,

And you'll wish

You'd been a baby girl.

You who likewise think

Sit down and have a drink

And you who doubt it hit the door,




THOUGHTS ON C.A.P.
(Tune: California Here I Come)

San Francisco's gonna crack
When the Veenies all get back=
Qur passion, we'll ration,
Throughout the nite,

Each sector, we'll vector
Till--Tally Ho

A blonde's in sight

Ve'tll have a snake ranch everyplace,
Drink John Walker by the case-

"Top o' the Mark" our Poison Base,
vhen we hit the beach again.

DREAM GIRL
(Tune: Sweetheart of S. Chi)

The girl of my dreams

Is a certain girl

""ho. used to cause me woe,

I hit the sack

And my mind drifts back

To the gal who always said no:
She knew all the ropes

Like a deck-hand does,

And she stopped me, I'l! confess-
But when in my dreams

There's a change so it scems,

My dream girl she always says yes.




GREEN YEENIE DANDY
(Tune: Yankee Doodle Vlandy)

I'm from Squadron Forty-seven,

A cocky ﬂlghtln' Cock am I-
A real Green Weenie

From the old Bataan,
Born with a wink in my eye:

I've got a teeny "eenie Sweetheart
Viaiting in the U.S.a.

Let the Jappies do their damndest
Phooey on old Tojo!

I am a Yeenie all the way.

A LONG WAY
(Tune: Tipperary)

It's a long way to San Francisco,
It's a long way to go,

It's a long way to San Francisco

Vhere the Scotch and Sodas flowe

Goodbye to Okinawa,

Farewell old Kikai,

It's a long long way to San Francisco,
And God but I'm dry!l




DRINKING HYMN
(Tune: Battle Hymn of the Republic)

Mine nose has gniffed the odor
Of some Scotch and Bourbon old,
lMine hands have found some glasses
To contain the liquid gold,
o0 let's make haste, it's not each day
Such treasures we behold,
The whiskey's flowing one
' (Chorus-Glory, Glory)

Mine feet have pushed the rudders
Of a Grumman fighter plane,

Mine hand has pumped the throttle
Till my wingman’'s gone insane,

But for tonite let's skip the war
And all the bottles drain,

The whiskey's flowing on.

1fine nose has whiffed pure oxygen
At thirty-thousand feet,

I've landed from a C.A.P.
With blisters on my seat,

But for tonite let's skip the war
And let our glasses meet,

The whiskey's flowing on.

I've landed cn a carrier
A thousand times or more,
I've got more time upon the sea
Than most guys have ashore,
But talking ol my escapades
Is something I abhor
While whiskey's flowing on,

I've been to all the islands
Of the Empize of Japan,
I've seen the Kamikazes dive
And get it in the can,
I'd tell you more but modesty
Befits a Navy man
While whiskey's flowing on. (Ghorus)
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BELL BOTTOM TROUSERS

Once I was a barmaid

Down in Drury Iane,

My master he was good to me
My nistress was the same;
Yhen along came a sailor

As handsome as could be,
And he wgs the cause

Of all my misery.

Chorus: Singing Bell Bottom Trousers,
Coats of Wevy blue,
He'll climb the riggin'
Like his daddy used to do.

He asked me for a candle

To light his way to bed,

He asked me for a pillow

To lay bheneath his head;

And T like an innocent maid
Thinking it no harm

Climbed into the sailors bed

To keep the sailor warm. (Chorus)

He left me in the morning

Before the treak cf day,

He handed me a five pound note

And untc me 4id say,

"You may have a daugater,

You may Lave a son,

So take this my darling

For the damaze I have done". (Chorus)

(cont'd)




Now if you have & daughter

Bounce her on your Knee,

And if vou have a son

Send the bastard out to sea} (Chonus)

The moral of my story

As vou can plainly see:
Never trust a sailor

An inch abcve your knee.

Singing Bell Bot-tom Trousers-
And coats of Nav-ee Blue.

I WANTED ¥/ INGS

I wanted wings .
Till I got the goddamn thingcs,
Ilow I don't want them anyvmore.
They taught me how to fly
And they sent me out to die,
I've had a bellyful of war!
Now you can save those Zeros
For your goddamn heroes,
For Distinguished Flying Crosses
Do not compensate for losses
Busterst

(Chorus)
I wanfied wings
Till I got the goddamn things
Now I don't want them anymore.

(cont'd)




I'11l take the dames

While the rest go down in flames,

. I've got no desire to be burned.

Air combat's called romance

But you haven't got a chance

I'n not a fighter I have learned.
.You. can save your Mitsubishes
For those eager sons~of=-bitches,
For I'd rather kiss a woman
Than be shot down in a Grumman}
Buster! (Chorus)

I'm too young to die

In a goddamn PBY,

That's for the eager not for me;

I'd never trust my luck

To be picked up by a Buck

After I'd crashed into the sea,
I would rather be a bellhop
Than a flyer on a flat-top

__With my hand around a bottle

Not around a goddamn throttle
Busterl!

I wanted wings
Till I got the goddamn things,
Now I don't want them anymore!







WHEN YOU WORE A TULIP

When you wore a tulip

A big yellow tulip

And I wore a big red rose,

When you caressed me

tTwas heaven that blessed me
"hat a blessing no one kKnows~-
You made life cheery

“hen you called me dearie,

'Twas down where the blue grass grews,
Your lips were sweeter than julep
When you wore a tulip,

And L wore a big red rose.

DAISY

Daisy, Daisy

Give me your answer, do=-

I'm half crazy

All for the love of you,

It won't be a stylish marriage,
I can't afford a carriage,

But you'd look sweet

Upon the seat

0f a bicycle built for two.




C LEMENTINE

In a cavern, in a canyon
Lxcavating for a mine

Dwelt a miner, forty-niner
And his daughter Clementine.

(Chorus)

Oh my darling, oh my darling,
Oh my darling Clementine,

You are lost and gone forever
Dreadful sorry, Cleilentine.

Light shewas and like a failry
And her shoes were number nine,
Herring boxzes without topses
Sandals were for Clementine,

Drove she ducklings to the water
Every morning Jjust at nine,
Hit her foot against a splinter,
Fell into the foaming brine.

Ruby lips above the water
Blowing bubbles soft and fine,
Alas for me, I was no swinmer
So I lost my Clementine.

Now you Boy Scouts learn the moral
Of this little tale of mine,
Artificial respiration

Might have saved my Clementine.

How I missed her, How I migsed her,
ow I missed my Clementine,

But I kissed her little sister

And forgot my Clementine.




THE SIDEWALKS OF NEW YORK

East side, West side

All around the town,

The tots sang "ringe-around-rosie",
"London Bridge is falling down",
Boys and girls together,

Me and Mamie O'Rorke,

Tripred the light fantastic

On the sidewalks of New York,

THE OLD BEER BOTTLE

It was only an old beer bottle
[floating on the foam,

It was only an old beer bottle

A million miles from home;

Inside it was a message

With these words written on,
"Thoever finds this bottle will find
That the beers all gone',

The beer's all gone,

The beer's all gone,
"’hoever findes this bottle will find
That the beer's all gone'.




IN THE EVENING BY THE MOONLIGHT

In the evening by the moonlight

You could hear those darkies singing,
In the evening by the moonlight

You could hear those banjos ringing,
How the old folks would enjoy it,
They would sit all nite and listen
As we sang in the evening by the

moonlight.

CARRY ME BACK TO OLD VIRGINNY

Carry me back to old Virginny;

There's where the cotton and the
corn and 'tatoes grow.

There's where the birds warble
sweet in the springtime.

There's where this o0ld darkey's
heart awn long'd to go.

" There's where 1 labored so hard

for old “agsa,

Day after day in the fields
of yellow corn.

No place on earth do I love
more sincerely

Than old Virginny, the state where
I was born,




IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME

In the good old summer time,
In the good old summer time,
Strolling down the shady lané
with wou, baby mine.
Sshe holds your hand
and you hold hers,
And that's a very good signe=
That she's you tootsy wootsy
In the good old summer time.

YOU TELL ME YOUR DREAMS

You had a dream dear
I had one too,

IYine was the best 'cause
It was of yous:

Come, Sweetheart, tell me,

Now is the time,
You tell me your dreams,
I'll tell you mine.,

THERE'S A LONG LONG TRAIL

There's a long long trail awinding
Into the land of my dreams,

“"here the nightingales are singing
And the white moon beams.

There's a long long nite of waiting
Until my dreams all coms true;

Till the day when I'll be going

Down that long long trail with you,

14







BRIDGET O'FLYNN

Bridget 0'Flynn
"here have yau been?
sure it's a fine time
For you to come in}
You say you've been
to the big paradee-
The big parade me eyel
There never was a parade that took
So long in passin' by,
Look at your shoes,
Oh, what a sinl}
Don't let your father
catch you comin' ine-
Now stay away from
those dancin' halls,
There's no one there
worth knowin' at all,
That's where I met your father,
Bridget Darlin'}

HARRIGAN

He«A~-=double Re=I

G==A=-=N spells Harrigan,
Proud of all the Irish blood
That's in me,

Divil a man can say a word
Agin mel

He=iw=gouble R=~I

G==-A--N you see,

Is a name that no shame

Ever has been commected withe-
HARRIGAN===that's me}

15




PATTY MURPHY

The nite that Patty Murphy died

I never will forget}

some of the boya got drunk that nite
And some ain't sober yet}

The awful things we did that nite

Still fill my heart with fear,

They took the ice right of'f the
corpse

And put it on the bveer)

)Chorus)
Now that's how they showed
the1r respect for Patty Murphy,
That's how they showed
their honor and their pride=-
their honor
That's how they showed
their respect for Patty liurphy
On the nite that Patty-=-
Now that's how they showed
their respect for Patty Murphy,
That's how they showed
thelr honor and their pride-
their honor
That's how they showed
their respect for Patty biurphy
On the nite that fatty died.




MAMIE RILEY

Oh Memie Riley

How do you do today?

Oh lMamie Riley

Going far away}l

Come Kiss your daddy 'fore you goe
Oh ljamie Mamic Mamie Riley!

Slide Kelly slide, you bastard,
Casey's at the bat}
Oh Mamie Riley
Yhere'd you get that hat?®?
Down in Kentucky,
0ld Black Joe=-
Oh lMamie Mamie Mamie Rileyl!

-~=-==aNnd a4 Green Veenie Extra
THERE'LL BE A HOT TIME!}

One dark nite

All the peorle were in bed,

Mrs. O'Leary

Took a lantern to the shed;

The cow kicked it over

And winked her eye and sald,
"There'll be a hot time

In the ‘o0ld town tonitel"




KATHLEEN

I'll take you home again, Kathleen
Acrogss the ocean, wild and wide.

To where you heart has ever been
Since first you were my bonny bride.
The roses all have left your cheek,
I've watched thom fadc awaly and die.
Your voice is sad whene'er you speak
And tears bedim your loving eyes.

Oh, I will take you back, Kathleen,

To where your heart will feel no pain,
And when the fields are fresh and green
1'11 take you to your home again.

IRISH EYES

When Irish eyes are smilin'

Sure 'tis like a morn in spring,

In the 1ilt of Irish laughter

You can hear the angels sing.

VVhen Irish hearts are happy

Sure the world scems bright and gay,
.nd when Irish eyes are smilin'

gsure they steal your hecart away.




FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-SEVEN
4 FLEET POST OFFICE
' oAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Enclosure (J)

Miscellaneous photos taken during VF-47's tour.
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Air Group 47 planes attacked shipping in Kobe Harbor
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16 March, The results are shown in the following two
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1945.
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Alameda, California
( 01518

95 SEP 1945
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No}- Chief of Neval Operations. (History Unit,

Op=-533=-T-6) .

Subject: Fighting Squadron FORTY-SEVEN - History of
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