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PREAMBLE

This history of Fleet Air Wing Seventeen of
Aircraft, SEVENTH FLEET, admittedly is not a complete and

detailed glossary of the Wing!s war effort., It was compiled
under adverse conditions usually accompanying forward-area
endeavors, Handicapped by a lack of personnel to devote
full energy to the job of recording its history, the Wing
also suffered from the disadvantage of not having been
apprised early enough in the war that such a responsibility
would fall to it. Many records, necessary for a minute
recitation of the Wing's work, were lost or destroyed in the
hustle-and-bustle of keeping pace with the fast-moving and
farflung Pacific war, However, a bonafide effort to retrace
Fleet Air Wing Seventeen's operations has been made, and
this history is the result, It is hoped it might prove of

some value to future historians and students of the recent

hostilities,

Carroll B. Jones,™
Captain, U. S. Navy.
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15 September

15 September

20 October

3 December

7 May

3 July

9 July

Q'LEET ATR WING SEVEN"I

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

1943
Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen of Aircraft, SEVENTH

FLEET, commissioned at Brisbane, Australia, with
Commodore Thomas S, Combs, USN, Commanding.
(Commodore Combs also was Commander Aircraft,

SEVENTE FLEXZT) .

§gpad§pns Attached

Fleet Alir Vling Seventeen Headquarters Squadron
commissioned at Palm Island, Aust:alia,'with
Lieutenant Commander G, S. Hodges, USNR,Cormanding.
Captain E. R. Peck, USN, reported at Samaral
Island, New Guinea, as Deputy Commander Fleet Alr
Winp Seventeen,

Commander Aircraft; SEVENTH FIEET, transferred

headquarters to Samarai,

1941
Captain C. B. Jones, USN, relieved Captain Peck
as Deputy Comander of Fleet Air Wing Seventeen,
Captain Jones relieved Commodore Combs as Corunander
of Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen,
Rear Admiral Frank D. 'agner, USN, relieved
Co.r10dore Combs as Commander Aircraft, SEVENTH

FLELT.
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Rl Julf Fleet Air Wing Seventeen Administration de=-

parted Naval Air Faclility, Samarai,

27 July Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen Administration arrived
Seaplane Base, Lumbrum Point, Manus Island, The
Admiralties,

7 September Fleet Air Wing Seventeen Administration departed
Seaplane Base, Lumbrum Point, Manus and established
headquarters at Seaplane Repair Base #2 at Woendi
Island; Schouten Islands,

26 September Fleet Air Wing Seventcen Headquarfers Squadron
departed Seaplane Base, Lumbrum Point, Manus,

29 September Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen Headgquarters Squadron
arrived Scaplane Repair Base 2, Woendi Island,
Schouten Islands,

14 October Commander Fleet Air Ving Seventeen arrived Morotal
Island, N. E. I,

19 October Heavy and medium landplanes commence operations
from Morotal,

3 January Commander Fleet Air Wing Seventeen flew from
Morotal to Leyte Gulf and hased aboard the U,S.S,
TANGIER.

L, January Commander Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen assigned

administrative functions of Commander Aircraft,

SEVENTH FLEET.,




20 January

23 January

2L January

27 January

27 January

31 January

5 February

8 February

26 February

2 March

Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen Headquarters Squadron
dissolved at Woendi,

Commander Fleel Alr Wing Seventeen flew from Leyte
to Lingayen Gulf and based aboard the U.S.S.
CURRITUCK,

Commander Aircraft, SEVENTH FLEET, reassumed ad-
ministrative functions taken over by Commander Fleetb
Alr Wing Seventeen earlier in month,

Fleet Alr Ving Scventeen Staff arrived Lingayen and
based aboard the UT.S.2. TANGIFR.,

Commander Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen moves from U.S.S.
CURRITUCK to U.S.S. TANGIER,

Commander Fleet Air Wing Seventeen placed in command
of all ﬂaval Alr Operations in Philippines north of
12=00 N,

commander Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen and Staff based
at Mangelden, Luzon, P.l. ' |
ACORN THIRTY FOUR arrived Dagupan, Lingayen Gulf,
from the United States,

Commander Fleet Alr Wing Seventcen and Staff
arrived Clark Field, Luzon, P.I.

Aircraft under Fleet Air Wing Se?enteen began

flying searches from Clark Field,
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1 May

30 August

2 Septcmber

30 September

Commander H. M. Drake, USN, (70026), Flcet Air Wing
Seventeen Operations Offiger; missing in action on
flight over Hainan Island,

Flect Air Wing Seventeen, with Captain Jones still
commanding, became a unit under Commandcr Alreraft,
Philippine Sea Frontier,

Japanese Empire surrenders subject to provisions of
Potsdam Declaration, Flee? Air Wing Seventeen
continues regular searches,

Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen commissioned as a unit of
the Fifth Fleet, Orgapization summarized above
becomes Northern Group, Fleet Alr Wing Ten, Captain

Cc., B, Jones, USN, detached and Rear Admiral H. M.

Martin, USN, assumes command Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen

in Tokyo area,
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Fleet Air §ing Scventeen of Aircraft, SEVENTH FLEET,
destroyed more than one-tenth of the Japanese mcrchant shipping
blasted into oblivion during the /L months of warfare in the*
Pacifie,

Theo Japanese; them&ulvez; admitted at the end of hostili-
ties that 7,000,000-ton merchant flcet had been sent to the bottom;
and Flecet Alr Wing Seventeen claims destruction of 717,025 tons of
that total,

Alrcraft operating under Flect Alr Wing Seventeen's
ggidagco sank or damaged 1,91, encity merchant ships totaling
1,168,160 tons, helping cut thec Jap's supply lines to the south and
assisting in blockade operations in thec waning days of the war,

0f these vossols; 966 totaling 717,025 tons were sunk
definitely and 948 totaling 451,135 tons werc damaged, '

The Wing's alrcraft also «destroyed 173 enemy aircraft,
sank 151 barges and destroycd a host of enemy targets such as
blockhouses, warehouses, railroad yards and rolling stock and
various military installations along the Jap-held China coast and
outlying islands of thc empire,

Commissioned 15 Sentember 1943 in Brisbane, sustralia,

the Wing ated primerily to handle administrative duties for

iireraft ' FLEET, and its first commandcr was Coiiodore

Thomas & , USN, who at the same time was Commander Aircraft,
o
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SEVENTH FLEET, But as the war wore on, Flcet Air Wing Secventeen's
responsibilities increcased and it assumed operational as well as
adninistrative control of various patrol and bombing squadrons,

In keeping pace with Gencral Machrthur!s advance to the
Philippines; the Wing moved its hcadquarters seven t imes, going
from Brisbane to Samarail Island off the eastern tip of New Guinea;
then to Lumbrum Point, Manus Island; Woendi Island near Biak;
Morotal Island just north of Halmahera; Leyte Gulf, Mangalden in
Lingayen Gulf, and finally Clark Fiold! Luzon,

‘ The first operations dcmonstrated the astonishing,
effoctiveness of the old-fashioned Catalinas in night attacks
against enemy shipping. At the time the Japanese threat was very
real, ©Strong forces were reported at the encily naval bastion of
Truk and at Rabaul, Over a one-month stretch in the wuning'duys
of 1943, the Cats damoged a Jap cruiser, thrce destroycrs and a
submarine, and probably sank two subs, They also sank or probably
sank 35,000 tons of merchant shipping and damaged 19,000 more tons,

Besldes this, they flew air alert and rescue missions,
convoy coverage, night supply drops; special administrative and
Army courler missions, radar counter-measure flights and evacuation
fligshts, On five evacuation flights in the Sepik River; New
Guinee area for example, the Cats carried out 219 .iustralian
officers and men and 25;000 pounds of machine guns, radio equip-

ment, and miscellaneous gear,

.
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Group command of the Black Cats was started by Commander

W. 0. Gallery, USN, who personally conducted tactical experiments
for inproving night bombingq and .helping to isolate Rabaul,

A plan to improve air-sea rescuc was inaugurated during
these days and proved popular with [cemy airnen operating in and
around the Bismarck Sca area, Air-sea rescue rrocadure then was
very simple, The Cats only lerft their bhase when a call fo» help
was sounded, This plan was socn dlscarded., howesver, and two ©o fsu;
Catalinas were sent out to patrol arcas where the Amny wae striking,
and rescued Army pilots soon wore singing the praises of the Biack
Cats,

Two wceks before the scheduled invasion of Hindcrhafen
(30 October 1943), Commodore Combs and his chief staff officer,
Captain Edwin L. Pcck, USN, arrived at Samaral Island whcre a
seaplane base designed to facilitate the Bismarck Sca searches
hed been under construction since July 1943, Captain Pcek stayed
at Samarai as Deputy Commander of Flecet Alr Wing Seventeen,

The Japanese on their drive south never reached Samaral
except when they passed by on their abortive attempt to capture
Milne Bay, but the .ustralians had applied the "scorched earth®
policy when they pulled out of there early in 1942, Hence when
Company "A" of the 84th Naval Construction Battalion moved in,
its four officers and 129 men practically had to ;tnrt from scratch

in building up the base, They patched up a wharf, brilt a sea=
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plane ramp, and Samarai was a going concern by late October,

At this period Captein Peck established hils headquarters
on Somarai Island and placeq the squadrons under the skippers of the
two tenders at nearby Namoia Bay. Plans were being formulated to
improve the mecthods of striking the enemy's vital supply line in the
Bismarck Sea, The famous battle of the Bismarck Sca wherc the Army
annihilated a convoy in those waters took place in Nove ber, The
enemy then realized the impossibility of supplying thelr outposts
by vulnerable daylight convoys and accordingly played into the hands
of the Black Cats by making all their runs across the Bismarck Sea
at night, Thc advantage of Samaral as a base then became apparent,
The foresightedness of Commodore Combs and his staff resulted in a
basc, relatively close to thc cnomy; being ready at exactly the
right tine,

The way that the old, slow and obsolcte Catalina was
turned into an cffcetive fighting machine descrves mention at this
tine,

ALl 1ts disadvantages such as slow speed, lack of
maneuverability, and altitude limitations werec turned to advantages
by using the Cat for masthead attacks at night,

Flame dqmpcners were installed and the hulls were
painted a dull black,

The welght carrying ability of the old Cat was strctched
to the limit here, Technical orders and other restrictions were

jettisoncd in favor of striking the encmy with maximum effort,
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A good thumb rule for determining whether or not a plane would take

off with the load imposed upon it was whether or not it would float
after launching, If the planes floated with thecir hcavy load, they
could get into the air,

Various methods of attack on active enemy targets in
the Bisnmarck Sea were experimented with at this time in order to
develop the methods most acceptable to the pilots and most effect-
ive in destroying enemy shioping., Flares were uscd on scveral
attacks, but werc discarded on the unanimous recormcndation of the
pilots as they were blinding the plilots and bombers, Flores were
uscd occasionally upon retircment aftcr the attack to blind the
gunners on the target ship, This did not prove very cffective and
often lighted the attacking plane and was eventually discarded all
together, The mcthod of attack cventually dececided upon as most
cffective was to come in at lﬁw altitude with no illuminntion; pick
up the target visually and attempt to pass over the target from bow
to quarter or quartcr to bow, Various loadings of bombs werc used,
and for the most part the pilots preferred four 500-pound bombs
dropped in train with 2 spacing of about forty feet., 4ill drops
were made visually by scamant's cye from altitudes usually ranging
from 150 to 50 feet, It was found advantageous to carry a load of
perafrags which were tossed out through the tunnel hateh for the
purpose of harassing the enemy gunners, Thié arocedure was very
effcetive in reducing the volume of firc from the enemy shins upon

retirement, During the first attacks, the enemy made no attenmpts
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to maneuver or change speed, apparently relying upon thec cover of
darkness to hide thom completely, This made 1t very casy for the
Cats since the wakes of the ships werc plainly visible on the darke-
¢st nights, Soon, however, the enemy realized that darkness alone
was not sufficient for them to avoid detection and attack, They
then resorted to mansuvers, or, if the attacking planes were de=-
tected early enough; they stopped dead in the water in order to
hide thelr wake, This ruse was also a failure since the Cats could
meke their original detection and the first part of their approach
by use of radar, The antiquated radar in use at that time was not
directionally accurate enough to make a bombing approach, However,
the crcws were able to maintain and direct the approach sufficient-
ly accurate to require minor changes of course when the target was
picked up visually, 4lso the enemy held their fire in order to
avoid detection, Soon however, they learned by bitter experlence
that this was almost totally ineffective, so accordingly began
firing at the attaqking planes if they came close enough to becoue
a nenace, However, thelr fire except on bright moonlight nights
was directed mostly by guess, since the Cats remained invisible to
thom, end was generally ineffective, Ordinarily the Cats strictly
avolided using machine guns for strafing the targets since their
best protection was their relative invisibility. However, strafing
as resorted to on occasions where a ship was badly crippled and

it was helped on its way to the bottom by pouring armor plercing

and incendiary fifty calibers, 1t was found, however, that fixed

wlos
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forward fire power would be of tremendous advantage under the many

circumstances and was used against most enemy targets which were
not worthy and profitable bombing targets. ILieutenant Lehodney of
VP-52 got to work and designed an installation of four fixed .50
caliber in the bow, The muzzles projected through a steel plate
which was situated forward of the bomb window, This installgtion
worked excecdingly well and was very popular with the pilots,

Proof that the Cats were really hunting the enemy was

evidenced by their attempts to stop the Cats before they could get
into the Bismarck Sea, The Nips established lines of flak ships

across the entrances to the Bismarck Sea at Dampier Strait and St.
George's Channel as well as reinforcing the anti-aircraft batteries
along the shore lines, It then became routine for the pilots mak-
ing passage through thosc straits to fly through a flak barrage
every night.

Also the Nips began to patrol their convoys with night
fighters, These were annoying, but generally ineffective,

So far material and equipment have becen discussed, How=-
ever, it is obvious that material could not be effectively used
against the enemy without the skill; bravery and determination of
the flying personnel, Bad weather was always encountercd during
sorie part of every flight., Dampier Strait, St.George'!s Channel and
New Britain Island were usually covered by low clouds, Rain pre-
vailed in the Straits which were usually negotiated entirely by use
of radar, It was not unusual for pilots.to spend three-fourths of

their over-night flights on instruments,
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At that time Captain Peck had under his administrative
command two patrol squadrons (represcnting 12 PBY-5 aircraft and
about 60 officers and 250 enlisted men}, two small ren?lano tenders
and Headquarters Squadron 17, stationed at Palm Island, where major
overhaul and maintenance work was handled. ' ;

In mid-~November, Vice Admiral Thomas C., Kinkald, USN,
relieved Vice Admiral Arthur 3. Carpender, USN, as Commander,
SEVENTH FLEET; and Captain Peck flew to headquarters at Brisbane to
confer on future operations, espccially ;n connection with project-
ed landings at Arawe and Capec Gloucester, scheduled for December
15th and 26th, These landings would secure the eastern defenses of
the gateway to the Blsmarck Sea,

Comodore Combs transferred Alrcraft, SEVENTH FLEET,
headquarters to Samarai, and Captain Peck rulieveq Cormander
Gallery from operational control of all squadrons,

The seat of operations of the Black Cat Task Group was
changed from the tenders, U.S.S, HALF MOON, U.S.S., HERON and U.S.S.
S/N PABLO, to Samaral Island the last of Decehber._ The Naval Alr
Facility at Namoal Bay, New Guinea, was employed as an auxiliary
bese and to accomodate excess personnel from Samerai,

The recreatlion problem for men cooped up on Samaral was
solved by handball and softball, The squadrons put into effect
their own rotation program, sending tired crews to Perth,Australia
for rest and training, Captain Peck also approved a similar plan
which allowed two per cent of Headquarters Squadron 17 to be at

Brishase for week-long rcst periods,

wl i
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Alr-sea rescue and armed reconnaissance patrols continued
throughout January, Squadron 52 flying thc rescue patrols and
Squadron 34, fresh from a rest at Perth, dealing out the punishnent,
Mcanvhile VP-1llt's officers and men relaxed and trained at Palm
Island,

Lt least 11 officers and men from Army bombers and transe
ports were snatched out of the sea from under the very noses of the
Japs during Jenuary, and 43,500 tons of shipping were destroyed in
low-lcvel night attacks, ' ‘

Late in January, the tender, U.S.S. SAN PABLO, ran into
sone spirited action in the Langemak Boy, New Guinea, area, The
U.S.S. SAN PABLO was sent into the arca for refueling duty and at
the request of the Advanced Echelon, Fifth Aiir Force, which was

operating a new air base at Nadzab,

The tender underwent 20 alerts, Eneny aircraft dropped
bombs in_thc vicinity on two occasions, but though nearby activities
suffered, the U,S.S. S/N PABLO came through unscathed,

Although threc Cat squadrons and three tenders were opera=-
ting under Fleet Air Wing Scventcen, the deputy cormandcer!s staff
at the tine consisted only of thrce officers, These were ; Captain
Peck, thc deputy commandori Lieutenant Robert Z, Collings, WE, USN,
the nedical officer; and Licutenant Commander F, M, Nichols, USN,
the opcrations officer; additional personnel being ?orrowed from
Hoadquarters Squadron as ﬁecessary. "Captain Nick", as the
operations officer was famillarily known , was one of the most

colorful figures to appear in the Wing'!s history. He canec to the
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Wing after a tour of duty as Squadron commander of VP=52, b3

Already ready to meet all comers in any game known to man,
"Captain Nick" was a favorlte with the nersonnel of the Samarai base,

Farly in l9hh, the Army had completcd plans for occupying
the Admiralty Islands, beginning with seizure of Los Negros late in
February., The enemy had two air stiips there which could be utili-
zed for Army strikes against Palﬂu and Dutch New uulqea and for ex-
panding Naval land-based searches, Gonsequently, the Catalina night
reconnaissances of the Bismarck Sea and the Admiralties grew in ime
portance,

Squadron 34 handled this assignment until mid-February when
relieved by Patrol Squadron 33,#recently transferred from Perth,
Enemy barge traffic was most hard hi} during this prserj’,c::rcl;I but two
attacks are especially illustrative of the great work the Cats were

doing,

One pilot sighted an enemy merchant vessel, a midget sub

and five small boats laden with troops and proceeding under cover
of darkness, He went roaring in to attack at masthead-level with
four 500-pound general purpose bombs, 30 fragmentation bombs and
1700 rounds of strafing. A}l the vessels were sunk excepting the
submarine which disappeared,

Another pilot spotted a 10,000-ton tanker escorted by two

destroyers, Two 100-pound bombs hit s quare on the tanker, It burst

into flemes, beached and was listed as destroyed,

w1 b
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After being relieved in mid-February; Squadron 34 remained
based at the tender in Langemak Bay, flying mostly air-sea rescue
natrols, Although the sleep of pilots and men of the squadron was
interrupted nearly every night by the call to general quarters! the
squadron carried on, turning in some remarkable rescue efforts,

Braving continuous fire from enemy shore batteries, Lt,
(jg) Nathan G, Gordon, USNR, made four landings near the beach at
North Cape in Kavieng Hakbor and rescued 15 Army airmen shot down

by Nip anti-aircraft, The War Diary of Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen

described this action of 15 February 1944 as one of the most out-

standing operations ever carried out by Catalinas,
But rescue work wasn't all the Black Cat pilots were doing.
Lieutenant J. F. Merritt, USNR, landed six Army Rangers at the south

end of Momote strip on Los Negros on 27 February, The following day
another Cat piloted by Lieutenant (jg) W. 0., Pierce, USNR, swooped

down, picked them up and roared away in a safe getaway from under

the noses of the Nips,

Meanwhile, Commodore Combs and Captain Peck held forth

in the "Governort!s Mansion", a big white house at the top of a hill

on Samarai, As Naval Task Force and Naval Task Group Commanders,

respectively, they were in charge of Catalina operations., Butb

Captain Peck directed much of his efforts toward keeping the
squadrons at a high malntenance standard, ironing out especially

administrative kinks in the maintenance setup,

] P
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The occupation of the Admiralties didn't alter, *c

f s
i—]

then, Squadron 34 continued to fly mostly air-sea rescue missic. .

from Langemak Bay with Squadron 33 handling the Black Catting out of

Samarai,

£

Landing at Talasea, Ncw Britain, late in the ev~.li~py of
9 March, Lieutenant Commander T. A, Christopher; U, pickad v+ 1l
wounded Marines less than a mile from Jap lines and returned "I 7 ©O
Langemak Bay for hospitalization and treatment, He had to take off
at night in the open sea to accomplish the mission,

Two nights later; Li:utenant Corviander C ristopher laided
near Wakeo Islend in the Schouten Group to rescue one officer cnd
four men from a PT boat (No«337) lost in action at Haﬁsa Bay, New
Guinea, 6 March,

Squadron 33's principal job was conducting night scarcl c¢s
for enemy task forces that might jeopardize our forces recently
landed in the Admiralty Islands, but it also got in some har?i Tlel s

R i
CGU £.

against barges on the Rabaul run, and at the end of liarci I.ce

[

Wing Seventeen's records showed 151 Jap barges destroyed (See
destruction figures in appendix).

Shore targets were not neglected either, One Cat drocoped
a pair of 1000~pounders on an ammunition and fuel dump at Tadji .d
set a blaze visible for 60 miles,

Early in March, Lieutenant Commander Isaac J. Heizer, TOINR,
took cormand of Headquarters Squadron 17, thereby relieving Licute-
enant Commander Hodges who héd been selected to supervise setting up

-] 8
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a new seaplane repair base at Luwabrum Point, on the south .l
Seeadler Harbor in the Admiralties,

As our troops weat ashore on Manus Island 15 March, C - in
Peck journeyed to Nadzab for three days of conferences with officoers
of the Advanced Echelon, Fifth Air Force, regarding futurc opcrations
of Navy search planes,

Among the toplcs of conversation was the sched . ~d nornoba
ion of a Navy Liberator squadron at Nadzab; and Liberaters of . .l
Bombing Squadron 106, the first Navy land-based patrol bombers to
operate in the Southwest Pacific urca; began flying fror thore llarch
25th,

By that time the pacification of Seeadler Harbor was fox

enough along to allow Commodo;e Combs to start working under a ncv
operations plan, At Seeadler, the Commodore transferrcd his fl: g to
the U.S.S. SAN PABLO and assumed direct operational control of all
seaplanes, At thc same time Captain Peck was relicved froﬁ onc: te
ional control at S maral, and ordered to Nadzab on teuporary (i "3
Naval Liaison Officer with General George C. Keaney, Co.mionler 2 ded
Forces; who had operational control of Squadron 1063 Lih.ratorsa
Squadron 52, resting at Palm Island, joined Snund:ion
at Seeadler to help fill the new Naval Air committacnt <= £lr-ine
5Q0-nnile daylight sector searches between 320 and 030 dogy ~a, 7 .
sides this, the Cats also supported Task Force 5&!s attucks o.

Palau with four consecutive diversionary strikes on Wolca. in

] O
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Carolines during the final week of Morch., Adding to the ™ . &

e

presented under such a program were cnemy snipers at Seca..ir
blazed away at the Cats as they came in for landings and while ' 7
were secured to their moorings. _ '
AT this time the U,S.S. TANGIER, a large scan.i.ic tender,
reported at Milne Bay, New Guinea, and was placed undex aanots

administrative control before moving forward to Seeadlexr ™ o™ €%

the month's end, becoming Aircraft, SEVENTH FLEET, flags' 1o,

In April, Commodore Combs again assumecd active dutics as
Task Group Commander and guided the searches from the Admiraltics,
under operational control then of the 13th Air Forcc, Squadron 34
came forward from Langemak Bay to fly rescue missions for Army
strikes in the Biak area, The Cats also conducted snceial scarc.cs
in conjunction with thc simultaneous landings at Hollendia, Aitans
and Tanahmera Bay on the 22nd of April,

When Squadron 106's Libcrators left Nadzab for Los Nooins
ik April; Captain Peck was reclieved from temporary duty at I
and returned to the Wing's Samarai base, Ten days later Comacondor
Cerroll B, Jones, USN, (soon to be promoted to Ca.taln) reportcd s
relicf for the Deputy Commnnder of Fleet Alr Wing Scventeci,

Captain Peck and Captain Jones flew to Se: dler Faolir to
report to Comnmodore Combs preparatory to the change of or nd,
During five days there and at Hollandla, Captain Jones gu i«
operations of Navy search planes and inspected the seapli.ic B
Lumbrum Point to which Fleet Air Wing Scventeen was to be trans’crred

in a few months,
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Both officers rotwrcsd wec Juaral 7 May and Captain Jones,
who won the Navy Cross &nd tic Dlclineuisghes Flving Cross for cxtra-
ordinary heroism in leading his scuadron against the enemy in the
Aleutians campaign, relieved Captain Peck as Deputy Comaander of
the Wing, ‘ '

‘ During March, April and May, the Wing's toll of cnemy
shipping had dcelined as the Cats were occupied mostly with rescue
work and spccial missiouns, Howevcer, with the advent of thc Liberator
daylight searches, thc bag of enemy aircraft leaped considcrably, In
Anril, Squadrons under the V/ing dcstroyed 14 Jap plances; they added
1l more in May.

Search operations from the Admiralties werc cxpanded mean-
while, Liberators of Squadron 106 begon flying from Momotec strip,
Los Negros, 12 April, and scctors ranging as far as Palau and Ulithi
were flown with machine-like regularity until June. It was during
this period that tho bog of cnemy plancs soared upward,

Catalinas during May still were out front in the advance
westward along the coast of New Guinea, By mid-month, the Cats were
operating from the tenders, U.S.S. HALF MOON and U.S.S. ORCA, at
Hollandia, doing air-sca rescuec work undrsaurching for Jap shipping,

Besides their nightly prowling, the Cat s also spotted for
friendly Task Forces supporting the Wakde Island landing 17 Moy and
the Biak invesion 10 days later,

With Wakde secured, a strip soon was ready for the Navy

Liberators, and on the 26th of May, six Libs of Squadroh 106 flow
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in from Los Negros and started flying ch:cc d.il7 3earcehes deep into

b

chomy-held territory to the west, The searches rcaished to Halmohera,
passed the northern shorc of Morotai Island and tcushed ¢s far as the
Talaud Islands,

Replacing the six planes of Squadron 10(, which had moved
to Wakde, half a dozen Liberators of Squadron 115 f.cw to los Negros
from Green Island, Other elements of Squadron 11£ soon went forward
to Viakde to aid in the long-distance searching, ¢uic by the month's
end, Squadron 1ll5 was handling all searches from Thoye,

From Viakde, Squadron 115 sent the firirs Allied plane to
fly over the Philippines since the islands' comp..wte eccupation by
the Nips in 1942,

Mcanwhile, Liberator Squadron 101 had relicvad Squadron
106 ot Los Negros, and Squadron 106's officers and mcn went back to
the United States for a well-earned rcst,

At Samaral, Captain Joncs moved to inercase tha efficiency
of the scattered units under his administrative control, Importance
of efficient communications and maintenance was stressed, Patsus
17=-1, 17-2, and 17=-3 werc formed from thc maintcnance personnel of
Hedron for greater flexibility and more efficient administration,

The Allicd leap-frogging had progressed so far in May it
was decided to abandon a plan to set up an intcrmedilate seaplanc re-
palr base at Hollandia, nnd instead to create Scaplane Repair Base
i#2 further forward in the Bieck area at Wocendi Island, The tender,
U.S.5. HERON, began "rolling up® thc seaplane base at Palm Island
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and prepared to move to Woendi,
Personnel and equipment of Headquarters Squadron 17 were
put ashore temporarily at Samarai, and a skeleton force was left

bchind to finish the "roll up". Headquarters Squadron 17 expanded

facilities at Samaral to permit meintenance and repair of the Wing's
Catalinas,

During June, the number of units under the administrative
orbit of the Wing continued to increase, PATSU 1-12 reported 5 June
to scrvice seaplancs aboard the U.S.S, TANGIER ap Seeadler Harbor,
Nine days later the first contingent of Venturas, Patrol Bombing
Squadron lhé; arrived with its service unit, PATSU 1l-8, They were
bascd at Pityilu Island, one of the islands forning Secadler Harbor,
Soon afterward the tender; U.S.S. WRIGHT, anchorcd in Seeadler,

Squadron 146 immediately went to work, flying anti-sube
marine reconnaissance -nd daylight sector searches,

With Commodore Coibs duc to return to the United States
under the rotation program, Captain Jones flew from Samaral to
Seecadler for conferenccs and an inspection of the base ncaring
completion of Lumbrum Point,

On 3 July, Captain Jones relieved Commodore Combs as
Commander of Fleet Alr Wing Seventecn,

Six days later; Rear Admiral Frank D, Wegner, USN, re-
licved Commodore Combs as Commander Aircraft, SEVENTH FIEET, with
flag aboard the U,8.S. TANGIER.,
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When Admiral Wagner assumed command, Search Plan BAKER
(see appendix) was in effect, Another sector had been added to the
original three being flown from Wakde. The program of four Liberator
searches out of Los Negros remained constant, but a sixth sector was
added to the 500-mile Catalina searches fanning out northward from
Seoadler, These sectors! right flank was protected by four Ventura
searches out of Emirau Islind, and the Cat searches north from Green
Island were rcduced to two, Besides thesc patrols, Cats of Squadrcns.
52 and 33 flew Black Cat and air-sea rescuc missions out of Hollandla,

Samaral, in the meantime, was becoming far removed from the
scenes of operations; end the Wing preparcd to move up.

Under the Wing at this time were: Squadrons VP-~l0l at Los
Ncgros; 115 at VWakde, 146 at Pityilu; 11 at Samaral, 33 at Hollandia,
3 ot Secadler; 52 at Hollondia and VP-101 (scaplanes) at Samarai,
Green and Emirau Islands; the tenders, U,S.S. TANGIER at Seeadler,
U.S.8, WVRIGHT at Hollandia, U.S.S. SAN PABLO at Sydney, Australia,
U.S.S, FALF MOON, U.S,S. ORCA and U.S,.S. HER&N all at Follandiaj
PETSU'S 1-2 at Los Negros, 1-8 at Pityilu, PATSU 1-12 at Sccwdler,
17=1, 17=2 and 17-3 aboard the tenders; Naval Alr Facilitics at Palm
Island, S.marai, Lumbrum Point and Vioendi; two Landing Craft Tanks
and five AVR'S,

The Army had overrun Biak and was engaged in mopping up
opcrations on Noemfoor Island, west of Biak, Owi, a small island
just off the east coast of Biak was found suitable for a heavy
bomber strip, end on the 15th of July, Navy Liberators of Squadron
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115 discontinued operating from Wakde, and began flying from Owi,
These missions were carried out under Scarch Plan CHARLIE under the
Fifth Air Force,

The move to Owl represcnted a long step forward., Liberators
now skirtcd the castern approaches to Halmahuru; forotal and the
northecastcecrn tip of the Celebes, patirolling the straits between Hel-
mahera and the Celcbes., They also covcroq Davao Gulf and the castern
approaches to Mindanao in the Philippines,

There was little alteration meantime in the scarch programs
from the Adniralties, Emireu and Grecn Islands. Squadron 52 moved to
Woendi 17 July to fly alr-sca rescue for the Fifth Air Force's planes
oncrating from Owi, Thc Naval Air Facility at Woendi had not becn
completed then so Squadron 52 based aboard the U.S.S. VRIGHT.

Admiral Wagner effccted a new operations plan on the 20th
of July; and Captain Jones assumed opcrational as well as admine
istrative control of all Naval gircrﬁft in the Admiralties, under
dircetion of the 1l3ith Alr Forece,

The Wing Staff, now grown to nine officors, left Samaral
2L, July and went ashore threc days later at Lumbrum.Point. Head=-
quarters Squadron 17 joincd the staff soon aftcer,

Taking advantage of comparative "swmmer lull™ in action
during June, July and August, the Wing staff was built up for the
more important operations in the not to distant future., By the end
of July, the Wing had 16 officeors listed on its roster. The chicf

problem was keeping in the air the old Catalinas which had been pay-

ing such amazing dividends,




But when General MacArthurts forces occupicd Sansapor,Dutch
New Guinea, on the 30th of July, Fleet Alir Wing Seventecen was rcady
for the more important work it might be called upon to perform in the
narrowing drive on the Philippincs,

The "lull" continued through the first half of August. The
two Cat squadrons at Iumbrum Point found the pickings rather slim,
and nost sectors covered by land-based plancs were uniformly negative
in kceping with the transfor of the fighting westward., From Biak,
however, both land-based aircraft and the Black Cats found some good
hunting and helped boost the total of ships sunk during the month to
19, totaling 19,015 tons,

Scarch Plan BASY becanc c¢ffeective 19 August, necessitating
a further recarrangement of Naval aireraft, Libcrator searches from
Los Negros werec discontlnued, and Squadron 10l's Libs moved 750 miles
west to Owi to join Squadron 115, Owl scarches were increased from

five to ten dally,

Black Cats of Squadrons 34 and 11 continued to lead the for=
ward drivc; flying night search and attack missions off tenders
anchored at Middleburg Island ncaor Sansapor =« the most cxposed posi-
tion in the Southwest Pacific at the time,

Sectors from Green Island were discontinucd, but one Ventura
search a day was imaugureted to safeguard Hollandia area shipping
from submarine attack, Four 500-mile sectors continued to be flown

from the Admiralties by Venturas of VPB-1L6,
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The 10 Liberator searches from Owli now covercd a quadrant
from the north coast of the Celebes to the waters east of Palav, 1n-
cluding within an 800-mile radius northern Halmahera, Talaud Islands,
Davao Gulf and Palau,

The Wing Staff departed the ﬁdmiralties for Woendi, taking
up quarters at Scaplane Repair Base No, 2, September 7th,

Captain Jones preccded his staff by saveral doys to confer
with Jdmiral Wﬂgner; whose flagship was anchored at Wocndi; regarding
changcs in plans brought about as a recsult of the schcduled landings
fn Morotal and the Palau group. These invasions were set for 15
Scptember,

Headquarters Squadron 17 followed the Wing to Woendi at

the end of the month,

Woendi was a much morc comfortable spot than Lumbrum Point,

thanks to a plentitude of shade trees and an obligling brecze from the

soa, It rained frequently, but there was no mud. It was uninhabited
by natives reportedly because of an ancient burial ground thore, On
the 1sland were a scaplanc base, a PT boat base, a hospital, a Naval
Opercting Base, three officerts clubs, two movies; tennis courts and
baseball diamonds,

The comparative "lull" which had prevailed during June,
July and August was over, and the Navy patrol-bomber pilots carved
out a record-breaking month for themsclves during September, They

sank 117 ships totaling 111,040 tons and damaged 55 totaling 56,370

tons,
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Dealing out most of the destruction were the Liberator
Squcdrons 101 and 115 f£lying from Owli, and the Black Cats of VP-33
operating from tenders off Morotai,

After the Morotal landings, /Admiral Wagner sailed his flag-
ship Fo Morotal to be closer to the scene of operations, Captain
Jones,with headquarters at Woendl, assumed operational control of the
Liberator squadrons at Owi,

Most of the Japanese shipping destroyed during the banncr
month of September was blasted out of existcnce by masthead~level
tactics at which the pilots of the big four-engined Liberators and
the ponderous Catalinas were becoming so adept.

But some of the pilots were becoming a little too "cager".
Licutenant Merritt, executive officer of Squadron 33, returned fron

a mission with a section of thc mast of a ship he had sunk still im-

bedded in the Cats wing,

This prompted Captain Jones to pen a Jjovial warning (see
appendix) to the Lieutenant, advising against "ramming of ships by
alrcrafth.

However; this didn't deter the Cats of Squadron 33; and
they continued to exact an unbelievable toll of enemy shipping. On
33 ?onsecutive nights; beginning on the 1l9th of Septcmber, they sank
103,500 tons of Nip shipping.

High spot of the period oeeurred October 3rd when Lieutenant
(jg) W. B. Sunpter, ignoring heavy anti-aireraft fire fron escorting

vessels, dropped his entire bomb load on a K.tori class light cruiser

and watched it sink.




As operations moved closer and closer to the Philipplnes,

the scaplane maintenance and repair bases at Palm Island and Samarail
were decommissioned, and by September most of the minor overhaul work
on the scaplanes was being handled at Voendi, Lumbrum Point took
over major overhaul Quties.

In October, detachncnts of PiATSU's 1-8 and 1-2 moved into
Morotal and began building & camp for the Navy search units which
were scheduled to start operating from the Pitoe strip ncaring
conipletion, ‘

After the unopposcd landing on Morotal, the invading
troops fenced off the south end of tho island with a line of bunkers
and alloted that space to the 13th Alr Force and Navy search plancs,
The spot given to the Navy was less than 500 yards from the perincter,
Pcrsonnel lived in tents, and roads werc practically impassable until
main bodics of the P..TSU units arrived from Owi October 1l0th and be-
gan setting up a more poermancnt canp.,

The invasion of the Philippines was set for 20 October,
Captain Jonés insisted that the place for & Wing Commander was with
the most forward and most important secarch group, He accordingly
departed for Morotal on 12 October to »prepare for the arrival of
the land based squadrons and to assume direcect overational control on
comacncencnt of Sperations.

Search Plan FOX became effective 19 October, calling for
the Navy to fly from Morotali ninc sectors covering Palawen and the
sulu Sea from the northern tip of Borneo to ebout 60 miles from

'

Mindoro; one sector cast of the Philippines to 15 degrees north, and
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a dog-leg scctor along the northern coast of the Celebes and sonth
in Makassar Strait as far as Ballkapan, Four intervening scctors
fell to the Venturas, However, Search Plan FOX was revised immedi-
atocly upon its commencement, The Owi searches were reduced and the
Morotal searches increased to provide two new sectors covecring the
Philipplnes to Mindoro Strait and the Sibyan Sea,

On the 21st sections 1, 2 and 3 werc extended to 1000
miles and sector 3 was flown by two pluncs, In spite of thcse pre-
cautions carly contacts with the Japanese fleet on ips way to the
battles of Surigao Strait and Leyte Gulf were missed,

Sector 1 was shot down by fighters on the 22nd in the
vicinity of Balbac Straits, the day that the Japanese Fleet sortied
from Brunel Bay,

The "San Bernardino Force" transitcd the arcas covered
by scctors 2 anl 3 during the night and should have bcen contacted
the next morning by scctor Xray., Contact was prevented by the Japs
combat air patrol over this forcc which intcrcepted sector Xray,
shot out one engine and drove hin to cloud cover,

The doubled up sector 3 contacted the *Surigro Force™
(which had transited Balabac Straits in the aftecrnoon of the 22nd
and run across the Sulu Sea toward Mindanao Straits during the night)
but was unable to get his contact through duc to a congested circuit.
Ho accordingly tracked this force until forced to return due to low
fucl, Beforc lcaving he had the plcasure of seelng the enemy being
attacked by our carrier aircraft, It was latcr discoverod that the
contact and amplifying reports seﬁt by sector 3 had bcen intercepted
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by eomc station and rebroadcast on another circuit, Whether thls

report resulted in the carrisr plare atitack is not known, The Jvner

plene in sector 3 contacted a force o crulsers and destroyers in
the north Sulu Sea, Hc too wag unable to got his contact through,

This force was probably a part cof the “San Beranardino Force',
Numerous contacts with the remmnante of the Japanese fleet were made
in the next two days and they were ewventually tr-ocked tc Brunel Bay
where they werc abortively atbackcd by B-RL4L's of the 13th ..ir Force,
It was considered highly probeble that the retreating Japancse rleet
would stop at Coron Bay in the Calamian Groun for refucling, How=
ever, day and night observ tion of Coron Bay falled $o revecal more
than two destroyocrs there at »ny time, The war in tho air, liks
sca and ground fighting, produces weird experiences that usually
are hard to believe, An incident of this nature occurred in Wing
history on 19 October, the first day of scarching from Morotal,

i @

Commander J. 4A. Miller, USN, Comnmanding Officer of Squadron

#

101, failed to return from a patrol over Palawan, The followling day,

the pilot in Commander Miller'!s sector c¢ouldn't find any trace of
the Cormander or his crew, but he did shoot down 2 twin-engined Jap
bombgr which crashed in flanes on the shorc of tiny Ramcsancy IS
land, Not until weecks later when Oommandor_Millcr and crew had been
rescued did the amazing facts come to light,

With characteristic daring, Commander Miller hwd.destrmyed
shipping and planes in a raid over Puerto Princessa, Palawan, but
was shot dewn by automatic wcapon firc,

Thrce enlisted men lost thelr lives in the cerash, After
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scveral hours in the water, thc survivors made their way to the boach
on Ramcsaney.

Next day they tried vainly to signal to a patrolling Navy
Liberator, and watched the Lib shoot down the twin-engine Nip bomber,
The Jav bomber crashed near Comm:'nder Miller ﬂnd_pnrty on the beach,
killing another man and wounding other survivors,

One of the Jap bomber?!s motors rolled up the beach and
over the leg of Liecutenant Read of Commander Millert!s crew. . lqne
Nip survivor came out of thec bomber wreckage, apparently unhurt,
Brandishing a knife in cithcr hand, the Nip started for the hclpless
crew, all now disabled, but changed his mind when the Licutenant rose
and threatened him with a coconut in each hand. When last seen, the
Nip survivor was out a2t sea clinging to soume vwreckage.

Aftor noic adventures with Palawan guerrillas lending
valuable assistance; Commander Miller and crew were rescued and re-
turned to Morotai by submerine shortly before Christnas,

When Captain Joncs noved up to Morotal, thc only Wing
officer to accompany him was Lieutenant B., L. Davis, USNR, whose job
it was to ‘E‘*f‘ as communication lialson officer with Army Alr Forcos
prescnt, the Army being responsible for Navy comumnications at lorotai,
Transportation difficulties and other comuaitients prevented moving the
Wing co.munication equipment to Morotal and its absence was sorecly
felt., Captain Jones sent out the first daily summary of operations

fron Morotail on 19 October, Except for these daily dispatches the
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18 other officers of the Wing at Woendi knsw nothing of the conziant
strain of enemy bombing and night ground attacks,

Back at Woendi, Commander Nickols acted as hcad of Wing
adninistration until an attack of gall stones forced hin to rolinqu—
ish the cormand, He was rellieved by Commonder JAllan W. anes, USHR,
a Navy plilot in World War I,

The U.S.S. SAN P.BLO left Woendl for Morotal early in
October to continuc enti-subnerine cporations. .anti-sub flights
also were flown from Woendi under dircction of the Wing.,

In nmid-October, planes of Squadrons 23 and 34 began
arriving at Woendi to await the call forward to the Philippines,
Night and day P.TSU mechanies workecd over the scaplanes on the ramp,
Experts briefed pilots on survival in the Philippnines, and at dawn
23 October, olements of both squadrons flew to Leyte Gulf where they
were transferrcd to the jurisdiction of Fleet Alr Wing Ten.

Two days later, the officers and nen of Squadrons 33 and
34 witnessed the Naval engegericnt in Surigayo Strait from a tender
anchored almost directly in the line of fire,

Four days later the Battle of Leyte Gulf, four escort alr-
eraft carriers of Rear Adnlral Sprague's original group of egix linmpe
ed into Woendl Lagoon after having stood off the Jap fleet off Leyte
Gulf, All beer in Mgﬂndi's three clubs was free to the carrier
personnel that night,

From time to time Catalinas flew down to Wocndi for repair,
or flew from Wocndi to replace many Cats destroyed by a typhoon in

Leyte Gulf 28 QOctober, A4 woek later, the first Mariners of Patrol
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Beribing Squadron 30 stoppcd at Woendi on thelr way to Leyte to start
flying scarches cast ¢of Luzon Novembcr 5th,

Although theilr prinary mission was to sight nnd,report
shipming; the Navy Liberators, OPD;uhing in new territory, accounte@
for = fair share of enemy shipping, In the last 12 days of October,
they sank 30,400 tons of shipning and damaged 11,900 tons, They also
sho¥ down 26 enemy aireraft to boost the Wing's total for October to
38,

The cost was heavy, however. Three Venturas and six
Liberators were lost on patrols, while four other Liberators were
destroyed on the Morotail strip by eneny boribing raids,

In these days, the Japs bonbed Morotal regularly, Throughe-
out the night alerts sounded, and plilots and ground personnel ducked
into fox holes. Wing officers; arriving by two!s and three'!s from
Woendl, caught the share of these alerts, The Japs were usually ex=
pert enough not to nmiss theoir target -- the bomber strip, a quarter
of 2 nile from the Navy camp. But continued lack of sleep bothcred
both squadron and wing personnel,

Another sourcce of anxiety and danger was the proximity of
Jananese ground forces, Alnost continuously bursts of rifle,. machinc
gun and mortar fire could be heard on the perincter, One night the
Japs infiltrated as fer as the anmupition dump just west of and ad-
joining thec Navy camp, The Seanan Guard was doubled aond jeeps were
parked with headlighte ready to shine on the jungle's edge,

Nothing of a serious naturc happened, But the danger was

ever ‘'resent, The Jape frequently broke into supply stores and as
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late as December it became necessary again to double the guard around

the camp, Souvenirs and trophies in the hands of visiting infantry-

men indicated not all the firing heard on the perimeter had been de-
signed to frighten off the enemy,

Snakes of the python variety were another unpleasantness,
It was too often cormon practice to dispute ovnership of a foxhole
with a snake during an air-raid, TFalling trees were a constant ‘menace,
Many tents were flattened by them and one evening a tall mahogony tree
crushed the Wing administration tent, narrowly missing two enlisted
men and reducing the home-made office furniture to kindling,

Soon after the Navy had insured control of Leyte Gulf,

&

Search Plan FOX was again revised 5 November, TFive sectors now
could be covered by Fleet Alr Wing Ten's Mariners flying north from
Levte 600 miles to Batan Islands between Luzon and Formosa; thereby
allowing our sector covering the Philippines' east coast to be can-
celled, Liberator searches from Owi were discontinued, That area
could be covered more readlly from a new strip at Pelilieu Island,
Palau,

Under this plan Fleet Air Wing Seventeen's land-based
squadrons at Morotal sank during November 28;800 tons of shinping,
damaged 45,350 tons and destroyed 16 Nip aircraft., This was a tre-
mendous‘let—down from the record-breaking months of September and
October, but the occupation of Leyte had constricted eneuny shipping

to an extent that left the targets fewer and not so fat,
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Late in November Squadrons 115 and 146 went home for well-
earned rests, Patrol Bombing Squadron 104, relieved Squadron 115,
and Scuadron 137 relieved Scuadron 146,

Patrol Bombing Squadron 71, consisting of 10 PBY-5A's,
arrived on Thanksgiving for Black Cat work, Their missions carried
them to well-defended lMindanao, the Sulu Archipelego, Borneo and the
Celebes, In addition, two planes and crews were loaned to the Army
Second Eumergency Rescue Squai'ron, flying rescue missions, covering
gtrikes over the Philippines, evacuating survivors and reconnoiter-
ing parties from the enemy-held coastal area and searching for sur-
vivors at sea,

These flights were unique inasmuch as one Arrmy and one
Navy pilots were at the controls and the remainder of the crews was
equally divided with Aruy and Navy personnel, The experiment worked
with scarcely a hitch,

This was the typical of the close cooperation and harmony
the Army and Navy achieved on llorotai,

The Commander of the Fleet Air VWing Seventeen held daily
conferences with the Coumanding Gencral of the Thirteenth Air Force,
and sat in on the daily briefing in order to obtain a complete over-
all pleture of developments and to discuss any possible changes in
the next day's Navy search operations, This information Captain
Jones passed on to his division officers at Fleet Air Wing Sevene

teen's daily sessions.
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Wing headquarters was moved from a tent to a building
aliiost large enough to house the staff, The building scemed always
crowded, but the work was donc despite the hub~bub of personnel, In
one end of the aduinistration building, pilots off duty perused in=-
telligence reports, studied charts and other information posted on the
wall, In-flight sighting reports droned into operations continually,
The aerology division carried on as best it could on a small table in
the corner, In another room some 20 radiomen and six communications
officers struggled with the traffic, no longer dependent upon the
Arny for anything except daily news reports,

All responsibility for operations at Woendi was turned
over in November to Headcuarters Squadron 17. The principal duty
was anti-submarine patrol handled by two planes daily, one flylng
daylight and the other night patrols,

An air strip at Tacloban, Leyte, was ready to accommodate
Liberators at the beginning of December so Search Plan FOX was
modificd again by the inavguration of six searches fanning out west-
ward into the China Sca and north along western Luzon to Lingayen
Gulf and on to 19-00 North, This called fro some reduction of
Morotai-based searches, but a new and important scctor was added: a
dog~leg taking in the northwest coast of Bornco to Brunel Bay, To
handle the Tacloban searches, Scuadron 104 moved up to Leyte,
Squadrons 101 and 137 covered the Morotal sectors, At the end of
the month, Squadron 130 relieved 137 .

The "hunt for eneny shipping from Morotal became less re-

warding, The .Japs were forsaking the old trade routes and staying
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closer to the Asiatic coast, moving mostly at night and hiding under
camouflage during the day, But the stories of returning pilots were
packed with action, So much so that to repeat them all here would

become monotonous, A couple picked at random will serve, however, to
] ]

-

show the wvaried experiences and the depth of Navy alr penetr.tion
into Jap territory in December of 1944,

On D3cemhar Srd, Lieutenant Comander Whitney Wright ,USN,
skipper of Squadron 104, spotted a 4LOO-ton SUGAR CHARLIE just outside

--

the harbor at Balikapan, He Zzoomed in at less that 50 feet and i ™

(]

dropped threec 100-pound bombs under the vessel's stern, Then he
turned to makc a strafing run, but didn't havc time, The boilbs eX=-
ploded and the ship sank before he could get another pass at her,
A little later he spotted a 1500-ton SUGAR BAKER. Roaring in at
nasthcad-level, Licutenant Commander Wright scored a straddle with a
pair of centurics, On & second run on the vessel he scored a direct
hit with a 500-noundecr and she exploded, the blast sending flames
1500 fcet into the gir

Later on, he encountercd an armed Patrol Craft and went
in after her at low level, He aimed his last bomb, a 500~pounder,at
her, tut antl-aircraft fire from the Patrol Craft forced Licutenant
Co.mander Viright to jink and the bomb over-shot the target about 50
feet. Turning quickly, the Liberator madd a strafing pass over the
encny veesel and startcd a fire around the deck house, It wus soon
extinguished, but some damage vias inflicted,

A few days lator, Liecutenant (Jjg) Joseph D. Shea, USNR,

B
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of Squadron 104, bombed and strafed numerous targets around Bruneil

Bay, He dcstroyed a steamroller and an airstrip being near Brunel
town and also damaged a truck, Circling south, he came upon a motor
convoy loaded with troops and gave them a sound strafing. Results
were unobserved as the trucks ducked under somec trees, JFlying over
the harbor, he made threc bombing and strafing runs on shipping,
setting a 1500-ton SUGAR CHLRLIE afirec and damaging a 300-ton SUGAR
DOG xnd six 50=foot luggcrs, Onc lugger and river boat were sunk,
and a large warchouse -long shorc was left burning furiously.

Ack-ack from ships and shorc batteries put a lot of holes
in the Libcrator dur.ng thesc actions, and onc burst punctured the
gas line from thc main wing cell, Dangerous fumes fillcd the plane
and bomb bays wecrc opened to freshen the air, Two crewmen, Qtto A.
Adams, Aviation Machinist's Matc, third class, and William E. Abbott,
Aviation Machinist!s Mate, third class, scurried to thec bomb bay to‘
check damage,

They found gasoline pnouring from a severed hosc connection
between the No. 2 tank and the No.2 selector valve, Abbott attenpted
to trinsfer gas from the No., 2 to the No, 3 tank by holding the hose
together with his hands, A third cnlisted man tried to help out but
was nearly ovcrcome by fumes, But Abbott and Adwns stuck to it;
transferring fuel until Abbott was overcome and slipped off the cat
wallk,

Adams grabbed Abbott's legs and held on for a minutc of
agony, then slinving into unconsciousness, himself, and Abbott fell
through tho bomb bay doors to his death, Adans was dregged to safoty

by a fellow crcw member,
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It was discovcrcd later that these two men had managed to
save 100 gallons of fuel., And when the plane landed at Morotal, 1t
had but 90 gallons of fuel lcft,

Another occasion denonstrates what tough adversarics the
Liberators werc becoming for intorcepting Jap fightor planes, Licut-
cnent Henry S. Noon, USNR, also of Squadron 104, spotted thrce Nip
destroycrs in Balikpapan harbor and was going in for a look and maybe
a rnid, Suddonly, however, he found five Jap fighters on his tail and
six morc dead ahcad of him,

Lioutenant Noon whirlecd his big four-cngine bomber around
quickly, heading streight for the Nips on his tail. This maneuver
bewlildercd the cneay teuporarily and helped the Liberator out of a
tight spot. But thc battle wasn!t over yet., It ensued for 55 more
minutcs with the Libcrator shooting down onc encmy plane and probably
getting two .orc, The Nips ran out of gas and had to brecek off the
attack, but not before they'd put holcs in all four of thc Liberator's
propellors, the No, 2 engine, the bombardicr's compartment and the
tail and after station, Lieutenant Noon brought his ship back safely,
though, and only one man vas slirhtly wounded in the affray,

In December, thc Wing got A ncew operations officer,
Cormander H. M. Drake, USN, relloving Coumander Ames, the Wing Exccut-
ive Offlcer,

Search Plan GEORGE became effective 23 Deccmber, trans-
ferring the focal point of searches from Morotai to Leyte, Liberators
and Venturas still flew from Morotai, but thc Libs covercd only two

sectors reaching to north Borneo and the Venturas flew three including

a doc=-locg down lMakassar Strait, Liberators under Flcet Air Wing Ten
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flew 10 scetors out of Tacloban, covering the South China Sea from the
region of Salgon, Indo-Chinu; on the south all the way to Kiirun,
northecrn Formosa's greatest port,

For the first time therc werc no wholly search-frce shipping
routecs betwecn the Indics nnd thc encuy's homecland,

Fleet Air Wing Seventecent's toll of dcstroyced shinping fell
off during Janu-ry and February, but this was bccouse the Wing was in
a transitory status wost of the time, making thc moves that scnt it
from Loyte to Luzon and finally Clark Ficld where it wound up the war,

Late in Deccmber Admirel 'agner ordercd Captain Jones to
base aboard the U.S.S. TANGIFR ot Tacloban and to prepare to move his
staff there by January 1l0th,

On January 4th Captein Joncs assumed the administrative
functions of Admiral 'lagner, including the ¢scort carrier pool at
Samar Island, to permit the Adairal to take his flagship, the U.S.S.:
CURRITUCK, in on the Lingayen Gulf lnvasion,

Commander Amcs as Wing Executive Officer turned over to
the Comranding Officer of Squadron 101 the Wing's responsibilitics
for scarches out of llorotai, Thils allowed the Wing time to move to
Leyte,

| The Wing left behind all but four elements of Squadron 101
and 130 to fly sectors set forth in Search Plan HOW which wus effect=
ive from 31 December to 31 January 1945,

' Fleot Air Wing Ten at Leyte had administrative and opera- |
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and cdministrative control over Mariners operating from Leyte and

Mindoro,

Squadron 104, flying out of Tacloban, got its first
lcssons in patrolling the Chine coast, Formosa and Nansei Shoto,
lessons which stood it ih good stcad when Clark Ficld scarches were
begun threce months later,

During its transitory status, Fleet Alr Wing Scventeen
retaincd cdministrative control of two Catalina squedrons and one

ﬂnﬂer. oquadron 33 continued to fly rescuc missions from Grecen Is-
land, the Admiralties and "oendi until cellcd forward to Leyte on

15 January. Throughout the rest of the month, the Cats of Squadron
33 flew anti-sub patrols out of Leyte and Hindoro.

Gotting ready for another move forward, Captain Joncs
flew from Leyte to Lingayen Gulf in January and based aboard Admiral
Wozncr's flagshlip until the arrival o few days later of the U.S.S.
TANGIER carrying Fleet Alr Wing Seventecn's staff,

The Captain turned the administrative duties of Alreraft,
SEVENTH FIEET, back to the Admiral who took his flagship back t
Leyte,

The Viing's trip from Leyte to Lingayen had not becen un-

ventful, At dusk off Negros Islond, the .convoy beat off an enemy
attack, but not before one ship was danaged so badly it had to
return to Leyte,

On 31 January Flcot Alr Wing Seventeen was charged with
control of all aircraft SEVENTH FLEET operations north of 12 degrecs
latitude, the area to the south going to Fleet Alr Ving Ten,

).
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A new Task Group was fo ,el operating from Mindoro and
labeled Fleebt Air Wing Seventeen, Group One, Commander I, W, lMac
Donald, USN, former skipper of VPB~117, was glven the comuand,
Malzing up Group One were Squadron 117, clements of Squadron 111 and
Conbat Alr Service Unit (F) 55, 0ASU{F) 56). {(This group has sub-=
nitted o separate history and its detailed vperations 2:¢ not in-
cluded herein,

b

Cpcrating vinder Secarch Plan HOW and under tactical control

-

of the Fifth Air Force, the Mindoro-bascd Liberators flew five sect-

-

ors ranzing as far as Indo-China and thec northecast coast of Halnan

The Wing moved off the U.2.8. TANGCIER and took up quartvers
at langalden strip on 5 February, The cneny still was 1in this terri-
tory and frequent bombings werc cxpcrienccd., Ma golden strip, from
which Marine SBD'!'S were flying ground support for General MacArthur's
forces advancing toward Mtnila, was planned &8s the tenporary base
fro:. which to oporate a task group of Privatcers, Liberators and
venturcs during the dry secason, and until a new all weather base
could be e¢stablishocd,

Honce it was deccided to transplant thc Leyte-bused
Liberators and a detachnent of Venturas to Mangalden 2s Soon 4s
possible,

The field ot Mangalden was u@de by filling in the irri-
gotion ditches and dricd-out rice paddics, Veather statistics in-
diccted there wouid be little rain during February, and for o while

tho dust which whirled into the Wing quarters confirmed the fore-

il s :
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But then i!IlLined --= for two days, As a result, the
strip was unserviceable,

Captain Jones immediately informed Admiral Wagner that it
was not practicable to operate from Mangalden, It was a difficult
report to make, for on the strength of it Search Plan JIG, opening
up new hunting grounds, had to be launched from Leyte, and Fleet
Alr Wing Seventeen faced three more weeks of reduced operational
activity,

The Liberators and Venturas at Mindoro and VPB=71 conduct-

ing Black Cat operations from the Tangier and Mangalden carried the

ball for the Wing during February. Mariners that were tender~based

at Mindoro flew four sectors reaching nearly to Hainan Island aug=-
menting Group One's operations from there,

During February, the Wing's search planes began cooperating
with submarines in destroying enemy shipping along Indo-China,

These sop-called "pro-submarine® operations were highly

successful,

During the month Squadron 117 alone destroyed 12 ships
ageregating 10;575 ton;. 1t also bagged 1l enemy aircraft, Another
22 vessels totaling 20,025 tons were damaged or probably sunk,

The administrative responsibility of Fleet Air Wing Seven-
teen was extremely flexible during February., For every time a
aquadron; tender or service unit crossed the demarcation line of 12

degrees North, it came under the Wing's control,
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Tothngalden came Acorn Thirty Four with Commander H. J,
Murray; USNR, commanding; CASU §77°'CASU §.1; Aircraft Emergency
Units l; 2 and 3; which supnorted the Cat Squadron 71, and Con-
struction Battalion Maintenance Unit 606, 1In Lingayen Gulf were two
tenders serving Squadron 17's Mariners for rescue duty for the Fifth
Air Force and Squadron 71 engaged in Black Catting since mid-January,
Besides the Liberators and CASU 56, at Mindoro was a small tender
gservicing Mariner Squadron 28 which flew Plan JIG sectors until the
Liberators took over.

The Black Cats prowled from Lingayen Gulf to Formosa, the
Pescadores and the China coast during February, and Squadron 71
claimed destruction of eight ships totaling 14,740 tons and damage
to nine totaling 29;180. These Cats went back to Leytec at the
month's end,

With the Mangalden strip unserviceable, it was decided to
handle Search Plan JIG commitments from Clark Field, Wing officers
had visited the field still under fire, and reported favorably, _

The move to Clark Field got underway, and by 25 February,
the Wing Staff was situated in its camp arca of no trees and ankle-
deep dust between the village of Dau and tho Amy's Fort Stotsenburg,

CBMU 606 pitched tents supplied by Acorn 34 while tanks
. rumbled up the road toward Fort Stotscnburg where just beyond in the
Bambales hills the infantry battling ocould be observed day and night.

Still remembering the Morotal bombings, all hands hastily

dug foxholes in the sandy, dusty soil., There were but two air raids,
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however, and the rapid American advance soon pushed the enemy more
or lees out of range,

Some Nips infiltrated at night; but the Navy camp area
came through unscathed, Nearby Army outfits suffered, though, and

- the eneny succeeded in blowing up some transport aircraft parked

within a hundred yards of Fleet Air Wing Seventcen's canmp.

The Liberator Scuadron (104) and a squadron (119) of the
Navy's newest four-cngine patrol-bombers--the Privateer--moved into
Clark Field, 1 March; and the Wing had everything set for imnediate
operations,

Pilots were briefed that evening by Ving Intelligence
Officers, And the next day at dawn, the Libcrators and Privateers
were off on the long sectors as laid down in Search Plan JIG.

The first day's scarchcs brousht bounty. Licutenant John
W. Holt, USN? bagged the deay's top prize--~a FOX TARE BAKER off north-
cast Okinawa, Sighting a convoy of throcc destroyer escorts and threc
FOX TARE EﬂKERﬁ; Licutenant Hold; ignoring thc ficrce ack-ack from
the destroyer esccrts; sent his Privateer diving in at masthead-level
strafing and bombing as he went. His bombs missed, but his traccrs
started a fire on the fan-tall of the 5000 to 7000~ton freightecr-
transport., The blaze set off an explosion which touched off addi-
tional blasts that crceped along the FOX TARE BAKER's hull until she
keeled over on her side and sank,

Not eontent, Licutenant Hold trained his guns on one of the
destroycr cscorts and set it ablaze and started a fire in the supcr-

. structurc of anothor FOX TARE BAKER, He had to break off the attack 49




finally for lack of ammunition, The Privatoor came through undamaged,
(two :onths latcr on May 1st; Licutenant Hold failed to return frou

a mission over Fainan, with him on that fateful trip was the Wing's
Operations Officcr, Commandcr Droke),

Flcet Air Wing 3eventeonts pilots startcd blasting cnemy
shipping in a fasion reminiscent of tic record months of Septembor
and October of 1944, and by the end of the first month cf opcrations
from Clark Ficld, they had sunk 132 ships totaling 90,375 tous and
damaged 132 vessels aggrogating 101;315;

In an effort to quell this tide, thc Nips started sending
intorceptors out after the Navy patrol-bombsrs., But this didn't stop
them, and before April lst Fleet Alr Vilng Seventeen pilots had marked
up & new Wing rccord of 99 enemy aircraft destroyed--the best month
thoy had in 23 months of fighting.

The Viing roached a high peak of operating cfficiency at
Clark Ficld, and closc coopcration betwocn Navel Air and the Aray's
Fifth Air Forece was enjoyed, |

Intclligence information and photographs were pooled by
the two services, and the alr sprip used by Navy Liberators and
Privatcers was opcrated by the Fifth Air Force,

Daily confercnces attended by all commanding officers and
department heads soon developed into a routinc that left little
chance for any problem to escape prompt attention, They opcned with
a summary of the preceding days scarches and the Army Air Forces!
strikes as wecll as the intents for the current day, Then followed
a roundup report of war developments throughout the world, Mainten-
ancc officers reported on fuel supplies and consuaption and bombs

o
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anc cmaunition used and on hand.

Thon followed s general discussion in which the Captailn
ronged from air combat tactics to policing of the camp and even the
"sour? notes thc base bugler was blowing cvery now and then., Many
difficulties and problems were solved with dispatch in this open
forum,

The most pressing problem in thesc carly days at Clark was
fucl, At Mangalden arrongemeonts had boen made with the Army to allow
the Wing to draw gasoline from a pipe line to be laid from Lingayen
Gulf to Clark Field,

The pipe linc encountcred difficulty after difficulty, in-
cluding sabotage by infiltrating Jopancsc, and it wasn't ready for
usc uwntil 1 April, Beforc that all gasolinc was flown from Lingayen
Gulf or Subic Bay by the Aray Air Foree, and the margin of rcserve
never was sufficient to eliminate that causc of worry.

By early Moy, CBMU 606 had made a good stert toward trans-
‘forring the Clark Ficld camp from a tent-city into a community of
Quonsct huts capable of housing 2500, The camp, carcfully planned
and neatly laid out, became one of the best in the Paciflc war theatre

It boasted an open air theater, a barber shop, a libr;ry;
a Ship's Store, a chapel, two galleys for enlisted men ond one
officer's mess.

Unfortunately, the opening of the officer's club had to be

postponed when wind blcw over the bomboo palace that was abuilding,

The club later held forth in an edifice of Quonset huts,
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For recrc.m there were sovera..seball diamonds, tennis
courts, badminton and table tennis., The Wing had teams representing
the officers and cnlistcd porsoancl in two softball leagues,

With Floet Alr Wing Ten opcrating from a new base at
Pucrta Princossn; Palawan, from which Liberators could range as far
as Singapore, Search Plan JIG was rovised 4 March, The base at
Palawan made superfluous all but onec of thec Morotal sectors, Bub
thore was little alteration in opecrations from Clark Ficld, the only
change being a slight ox?unsion to the north just beyond 30 degrees
North latitude,
A detachment of six plancs from Ventura Squadron 137
arrived at Clark from Leyte 1l March and the following day took over

coverage of thc shorter scctors to the China coast. Tho Venturas

had little success in the way of ship sinkings their first two months
at Clark Ficld,

fowcver, a plan was inaugurated that brought the Venturas

into their own. On Moy 1lO0th, four Venturas, armed heavily with

rcckots and bombs and led by the squadron commander, Licutenant

Comnandey John A. Poirter, USNR, staged the first of o scries of

This first strike hit a

speceicl sortios against &olected targets,
Butanol Plant at Mato, Formosa, he Venturas scored 23 direct rocket

hits on the plant, inflicting serious damagc, After that the Venturas

left the searching to the four~engined bombers, and finished up their

tour of duty by conducting strikcs through mid-May. During thoat time

they dcstroycd cight land targets and inflictod scrious damage on

seven differcnt Butanol plants on Formose and 38 othor assorted tar-

gots, Their nost offecetive loads werce rockots and 250 pound parademos,
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During &pril May and June Fleet Alr Wlng Seventeen's
rol-bombers continucd to sink numcrous ships, but the big frulpht-
ers and transports wcre disappcuring from the scene. They sank 10l
vessols during April but the total tonnage was estimated at Dn;y
56,865; in May thcy sank 114 and the tonnage dropped to 38,485, It
a8 cven vorse in June when 110 sunken Nip veoesscls were esscsscd at

20 ;760 tons, In July, they tallicd 82 sinkings totaling 11,000 tons,

and in Avgust -~ in the two weccks beforc the Japancse surrcndcered ==

#

]

they bagged 20 totaling 1,215 tons,

Statistics on tonnrge damaged durlng thesc nonths fell far
below thc tonnage sunk, indicating that the pilots were not lctting
crippled small craft got away.

During these months, as the scarching patrol-bombers were
finding similar pickings on the sca, they started looking overland
for targets, blasting at blockhousces, warehouses, railrond yards and
rolling stock and various military installations along Jap-hcld China
const and outlying islands »f the enpire,

The Japs didn't take this licking lying down, hcwover, AS
Floet -Air Wing Seventoent's planes started ranging overland they found
Nin anti-aireraft gunners becoming morce accurate, and from time to
tine the Wing's plmncs either failcd to rcturn or were foreced down
in places like China, Luichow Peninsula and Helnon Island,

Operation casu“ltios grbw especlally severe in lMay. From
the 13th to the l9tn, inclusive, s8ix four-cngine airecraft werc lost,
one planc vanishoed without word, Another lcoft scattered wreckage

aftor ditching, indicating it had cxploded on hitting the wator,
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Another ditched ofl.ngnyen aftor runniwgt of fuel as a result
of hoving a wing tank puncturcd by ack-ack over H inhong, C'in:. The
pilot and an enlistecd men were lost., Tho remainder of the crew was
rescued by a destroyer (U.S.S.CONWAY) after 19 hours in the water. On
the same day and in the sanc vicinity; anothcr pilot was forced to
ditch because his fuecl ran out., The ditching was carricd out success-
fully, Another planc had to be surveyed the samc day because of an
unusual accident., The No, 2 propellor flew off and cartwheclcd "'4.
through the pilot's compartment, breaking thc pilotts arm and injur-
ing the co-pilot slightly., A forced landing was made at Mangalden
strip, but thc plane was too badly damcged to be saved,

The following day anothe¢r Liberator was shot up by ack-ock

from a small Jap freighter and had to make a foreced landing at Chang-

ting, China, This incident served to cmphasize the work of the Wing
Intelligence Division in briefing pilots on emergency airficlds in
Chinn, Tho Changting strip was reportedly a hazardous onec, but the
pilnt; Licutenant Ira B, wost; USNR, sct his plane down safely with

one cngine gone, The plane was in no condition to takc off again,

and the crew was flown to Kunming where they were trcated royally for
a weck pripr to their return to Clark Fielad,

Anothcr plane shot down over Luichow Peninsula in June
didn't make out so well, however, Licutenant Frank D. Murphy,USNR,
was blinded by small caliber riflc firc while attacking a convoy of
five trucks, and his planc erashed. Lieutonant Murphy and four

members of his crew survived.



The following day special scarch planes located the wreck-
age of his Privatccr; ~n¢ established there wcre some su?viving crow
merpers,  Fleet Adr Wing Sevcntcen; Squadrons 119 and 28, the
Co.rwander U, S. Naval Group China; the Fifth .\ir Force and AGAS
China pitched into a concentrated rescuc offort, and finally managed
to get Lioutenant Murphy and the surviving crow niembers out alive.

A detalled roport of this incident is contained in the appendix,

The disscmination of all types of information to Fleet n%r
Wing Soventeen loft nuch to be desired. Charts of the China coast,
for example, wore unsatisfactory. 4 pilot in bad weather was cone
fused when his rader indiceted a 20-nile long island which didn't
apoear on his chairt, |

The ovcrsimplifioﬂ charts of Chinat's coast failed tc in-
dicrte the many hideouts available for cnemy shipning which sailed
by night and hid by day.

Different sets of charts varied so greatly that pesitions
on latitude and longitude were subject to misunderstanding.

apart from charts, more than one-half of the intelligence
natter unloaded on the Wing had nothing to do with the Wingt's area or
prospective area,

_ And rmch inrormation, esvecially that on escape and Bur# |
‘vival procedure, often arrived too late, In this connection, MIS-X e
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back tm Alrerqft, SEVENTH FIEET, in Manila Bay, and finally to Clark
Ficld, Much information was obtained by1our pilots from direct ob-
servation and by returning survivors,

The Wing was fortunate, however, in having a subnarine
officer from the SEVENTE FLEET on temporary duty with the Fifth Alr
Force at nearby Fort Stotsenburg when it inaugurated in mid-ipril a
pro=-submarine progran conparable to the one which had worked out S0
well with Group One at Mindoro,

This officer furnished Fleet iir Wing Seventeen the posit-
ions, calls and frequencies to be used the following day by patrolling
American submarines and those on "Lifeguard" duty., Pilots, thereafter,
began communicating with the subs in hope they night be able to lead
themn to a fat convoy, But the days of fat convoys were over,

During May, squadrons under the Wing were faced with pro-
blems arising fror the abandonnent of the policy of relieving entire
squadrons by complecte squadrons, and the substitution of a crew-by=-
erew relief program, This was found to lower squadron csprit de
corps and to foster less efficient oporation, In this connection the
Wing Cormander conferred with the Cormander Alrcraft, SEVENTH FLEET,
who dispatched a letter to COMINCH and CNO suggesting a review of the
practice, (Sce appendix).

To single out every pilot and every department which co-
operated to give Fleet Alr Wing Seventeen such a proud record of its
23 months of combat would make a treatise c¢f this sort such too bulky,

It should be noted, however, that the Wing's aerologists,
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wheoee weather predictions and advice on storm evasion saved countless
lives and kept the planes in the air without interruption, wrotec &
grcat and contributing chapter in the Wing'!s history.

The war's end didn't mcan termination of the Wing's
services, t continued operating after V-J Day under Search Plan
LOVE, which had beccome effective 12 August, and MIKE, cffective 21
Septcaber,

These post-war missions were concerncd chiefly with re-
porting movencnts of shipping, dropping nedical and food supplies to
prisoncr of war camp survivors, and flying weather recco to assist

in the occupation of Japan,
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It is believed appropriate in congtion with the Wing
History to comuient bricfly on various phases of and conditions perti-
nent to the operations conducted by units attached to the Wing., The
opinion and conclusions are those of an individual but affected by

those of others concerncd,

Coneral,

The Wing, likc many other good things in this world, was
born of nccessity, When the war, centered in the Solomons, began to
crcep westward, advance inforuation on cnemy forces and supply convoys
moving toward encuy bascs was vital,

The few scuadrons available in the Southwest Pacific area
were concentrated in VWestern Australia, Justralia itself was too far
reroved from the cnemy supply lines to provide a suitablc buse for
scarches in tho Bismarck Sca area, that area being the nost desirable
ags it was the route of thc main eneny supply line.,

Aecordingly advﬁncc bases within cnemy range werc c¢stablishe
&d, Flect Alr Wing Sevonteen was formed, and opcrations comrienced
with such forces as could bc sparcd fron Western Justralla,

The decision to makec thcese scarches at aight was based on
the fact that the obsolote Catalinas (the only plancs available)
could not penctrate the then strongly decfended area without extremecly
heavy losses, The decision to make the searches offensive was based
on the foet that nost of the enemy novcehnlent took place at night and
could not be attacked by the .Lrmy Alr Forces who were unprepared for

night anti-shipping strikecs, The day shipping alnost ceascd to

ol o

23




xist after the Battle of the Bismarck Sca and interruption to the
enci.y supply was vital, The great success achieved by the “3lack
gcats® nade it profitable to continue night offensive missions for the

remainder of the war,

When the Southwest Pacifiec area becane nore inportant and
nore aireraft were available, Liberatnrs and later Privatecrs were

introduced for dar zearches.

o

The 1o level. vonbing vactics used so successfully by the

Blaclk Cats werec also enpleoyed by the heavily armed and well protected

LT

PB4LY's when the tactieal situation psrriitied, The primary nission

¢

of the day secarches was, ol course, ecueny intelligence, When the

=

necessity for gaining that intelligence was paramount the searchers

L]

were prohibited from engaging in any offensive missions,

blfect of Operations

- —— R e e ——————

The effect of the operations conductcd by the planes of
the Ting on the encny mast be obvious when one looks at the figures
of shipping sunk, and danagoed. .An idea of its effectiveness can be
gaincd by imagining cursclves atvtenpiting to conduct offensive opera-
tions on a lerge scale at groat distances and suffering vnroportinate
losses, Further avteompt to visuwalize being harried dey and night
in waters supposedly so far rcuoved from eneily bases that they should
normally be considered safe. The cffeetivencss of the Black Cat
searches was clcarly dcmonstrated by the cnemy's usc of thelr shipp-
ing in Western New Guinea and the Dutch Bast Indies before the long

range day searches were lrnitiated in force, The enemy actually chose
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to move in the daytime and to hide in harbor’or anchor close to
shorelines at night to escape detection and damage, This was proved
by the observations of the Black Cats themselves who after finding
the sea lanes vacant at night were forced to find and destroy their
shinping targets in protected anchorages, When the day searches came
into the picture the Nips shifted their shipping routes further away
and discontinued any attempt to supply their beleagured garrisons,
Credit for the havoc wrought to enemy shipping must, of
course, be shared with the Army Air Forces, who conducted shipping
strikes when the targets were numerous and planes could be diverted
from their other missions, But nevertheless the main burden of dis-

runting enemy supply lines by sea fell upon the Navy Patrol Bomber,

Organization

The general organization in the Southwest Pacific area was
complex and at sometimes confusing. The Wing for instance being
affected directly or indirectly by orders from the Supreme Commander,
Commander Far Eastern Air Forces; Commander Allied Air Forces;
Cormander Seventh Fleet; Commander Aircraft, Seventh Fleet and the
Conmanding Generals of the Fifth and Thirteenth Air Forces., The
chains of command where the Army was concerned were nebulous; but
when direct control was atteapted confusion usually resulted,

That the organization worked is a tribute to the diplomacy
and patience of the wvarious commanders; the trust and latitude-of=-

action given subordinates; and, the fact that no one forgot for a

moment that all hands were engaged in the same mission; that of seek=-

ing out and destroying the enemy wherever he pgight be. The organi-
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zavion of Aircraft SEVENTH FLEET was flexible and sound, The units

of the Wing changed rapidly as they were shifted from Wing to Wing

as necessary to meet the ever changing situation., Wing Commanders
were Task Group Commenders and exerclsed operational control over the
task units under them; but mainly those in the immediate vicinity.
Emvhesis was placed on "the man on the spot™ and only supervisory con=-
trol of outlying task units was usually necessary.

The Wing organization was normal and it became the sound
practice of landbasing the Wing headquarters in the most forward area
with direct control of the most inportant operations,

Navy organization in the area was entirely satisfactory. The
only criticism considered anpropriate is the occasional failure of the
Service Force to realize its recponsibilities for the landbased Navul
air organizations,

With the complex Army organization, however, constant per-
sonal contact was necessary to keep the operations running smoothly,
Misunderstandings often resulted when sep.rated from a close liaison
withh the Army Alr Forces, but everything was remarkably smooth when

in direct contact with then,

Tactics

The tactics employed in attacking shipping:

Attacks were made at the lowest possible altitude and nax-
imum speed,

Surprise was attempted whenever possible,

Bombs were dropped in a string with a maximum of forty feet

spacing.
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To obtaing; maximum number of hg a run from bow to
quartcr or quarter to bow was attcmﬁted.

Strafing with all guns that could be brought to bear was the
Trule for day attacks, At night strafing was resorted to only when
detected or the targets werc lishtly defended.

Generally, it was inadvisablc to mwake more than one attack
on an armed target. It beccame gencrally lknown among the pilots that
"You may get one free pass®, After that anything could be cxpecected
but usually the worst,

| Heavily defended convoys 1n daytime were usually not attack=-
ed unless the cscorts could be mancuvered out os position, Escorts
were, as a rulo; avoided and few successful attacks on them in day-
light were expericnced,

Teamwork was resortcd to whenever possible to divide fire
of defended or armed ships,

Cooperation with submarines was introduced by Group One
of this Wing operating from Mindoro, It was worked'out and began
operating successfully just in time for the last big convoys,

Search planes werc given dally positions of our submarines
and both submarines and planes were bricfed on mecthods, times and
ability to coumunicate on both CW and VHF, When a worthwhile target
was sighted by our planes it was ilmmediately transmitted on the sub-
marine frequency or by VHF to the nearcst submarine. -He in turn
would pass the word on and if in favorable position would close in to
attack after being coached on by a plane, The cooperation resulted

in the sinking of much shipping that otherwise would have escapcd.,
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On one occasion by coordinatioii setween the search planes,

submarines and Army aircraft, an entire large convoy and its escorts
was totally destroyed,

Weopons and Armanecnt

The armament and weapons of the Black Cats has been dis-
cussed elsewhere in the history. No mention was made of torpedoes
which were used with no success on one occasion against a convoy in
the Bismarck Sea, The torpedo was rejected as a weapon for Black Cats
because of its weight and "one shot" feature combined with the diffi-
culty of making a good anproach run on a target. The targets would
outmancuver the Cats on an approach with a torpedo., Also, of neccss=-
ity, tho first part of an approach to the target was made on radar,
then alterations in course effected when the target was picked up
visually, The radar was not dircctionally accurate enough to ensure
a proper position for dropning when visual contact was made,

The grcat flre power of the PB4Y's was the major factor
in the success of that type, It was possible with well directed fire
to smother enemy gun positions on ships. The grcat volume of fire
that the Liberators and Privateers could pour out gave the crews con-
fldence that enablecd them to attack and destroy,

The substitution of the APS radar in nlﬁce of the belly
turret on the PB4Y-l was not popular with the pilots at first but
they became reconciled to it after cxperiencing the great advantage
of this type radar, The advent of the Privateer left nothing to be
desired in the way of fire power,

The fire power on the PBM was good and its bomb-carrying

we OO
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canvacity adequate, Two PB!M!'s on a daylight search could be expected
to take care of themselves very well,

The selection of bombs depended upon the size of the tar-
gots to be encountered, Four to five second delay fuses were used in
all cascs, Against large shipping the 500 1b, bomb was nreferred due
to its greater penetrating and destructive powers, However, & cOli=-
promise was generally accoptcd by the PBLY's by using 250 1b, bombs
since a greater number of these could be carried. When the big ship-
ping could no longer be found 100 1lb, bombs exclusively or a mixture
with 250 1lb. and 100 1b, was preferrcd, Considerable success was
adhieved against small wooden ships with inccndiary clusters,

Nopalm was a disapvointment against shipning targets. The
Venturas uscd it to very good effccet against land targets and were
quite onthusiastic about it.

Rockets werc not used extonsively against shipping because
of the limited range of thc Vontura(the only planc equipped for use
of rockets), The cxtra drag of the rockets cut down the range of the
Ventura just cnough to keep them out of the fruitful shipping lancs.,
It was disappointing that whenever good targets appearcd that could
haye becen handled by the rocket carrying Venturas, the Venturas were
not immcdiately available, Thc few occasions in which rockets were
uscd against shipping were disappointing. Accuracy was not good
and the destructive capacity of the 5" rocket was far less than
bombs,

When the Venturas were scnt against land targets within

their range they were devastating, They used a combination of straf-

ing, rockets, napalm and 250 lb, parademos. The latter bccame their
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fovorlte weapon., The strafing accuracy of the fixed guns and their
volume of fire was excellent on the Venturas, Remarkeble success
was achieved against small shipping by strafing alone,

SWOD was never available to this Ving, and was only avail-
able for a short time in the Southwest Pacific arca., The potential-
ities of this weapon appear to be enormous, It is considercd that
SWOD 1s the ideal weapcn for loag range search planes and it is ox-
tremely regrettable that it was not avallable in March and early April
of 1945, whon heavily dcfended conwvoys worce making their last muns
from the south to the Impire,

Communieations

As long as the Wing had its own communication perscnnel
and equipment communications were cntirely satisfactory. Difficultics
arosc when the Wing communication department was not able to come for-
ward with the Wing and co:maunications werc dependent on the Army.

articularly bad was thc situation whercin the Army con-
trolled the frecuencies assigned to the scarch planes and did no%d
allow transmission to those planes cxcept by their organization, The
circuits assigned lacked any semblance of circult discipline and
powerful land stations, in violation of the Army's own lnstructions, ,
used the circults to clear any kind of traffic, All transicnt alir-
craft were also assignhed to the search frequencices,

Numerous lettcr and vcrbal protests against this situation
werce submitted and finally got results, The Navy was allowed two way
cormunication on the alternate search frequency. Excopt for units

such as tcnders and vases not in dirceet landline comunication with
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the Army, two way communication on the primary froquency was not

allovcd, The circuits were cleared up and properly monitored also,
but all this took place qgite late and after the urgency for a clear
circuit was at its lowest,

In depending upon the Army comnmunications for other traffic
the results were also disappointing. Practically all Army traffic
was "Urgent®, The lowest priority on the Army circuits was "QP", The
Army further complicated things by assigning a HGW’pT?GDdGﬂGD to des=-
patches originated by the various commanding gencrals, This preced-
ence was highor than "Urgent™ and was called "Arrow" with the generals
name attachoed, Assigning a "P" precedence or lower to any despatch
filed with the Army was tantamount to sending thc message by carabou
cart. The same situation of assigning too high a proccdence to Navy
communications existed, but to a lcsser degree and could be kept with-
in thc bounds of rcason.

Enemy jamming and attempted deception on the primary search
frequency was coron, but not very effecetive, The altcrnate freq-
uency was resorted to when jamming occurrcd, The Nips never scemed
to rcalize that we could use an altcrnate frequcncy. Deception con-
gistecd of sending out messages using the call of onc of our scarch
planes, usually in plain language or with commonly used code groups
from the currcent issue of CSP 1270, Use of authenticators preventcd
this method from being effective, On one occasion a Jap station in
Mindanao had obtained a CSP 1270 in currcnt use, and sent mossages
using it until it was superceded, Although the Jap operator used the

authenticator table he scemed unable to get the hang of it as he

never used it correctly,
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Another method of detecting "phony"™ messages was by come
paring thc position of a false contact report with the probable
position of the plane purported to have originated it. In evcry case
the position of the contact was hundreds of miles from the position
of the planec,

It stands as a tribute to the operators that not once were

they deccived,

Trainigﬁ

At thc beginning of opcrations from Clark Field it was
found that the newly arrived squadron and subsequent replaccment and.
roelief crows were defielent in the following phases of training:

(a) Cruise control.

(b) Engine operation,

(¢) Radar navigation, s

(d) Strafing.

(e) Masthoad bombing,

(f) Recognition.,

() Photography.

(h) 6ontaut and amplirying reports,

-Thﬁ'ahm?o darieianuiea were aurpriaing Binua aqaadr@na and

rior to February mﬁ«




ance, One plane ran out of fuel on final approach (at night) and
barely made the strip. Two others had thcir engines cutting out on
final anproach and ran their tanks dry while taxiing to the parking
arco, Othe? planes of the same squadron were generally dangerously
low on fuel, A discussion with the squadron commander and pilots re-
vealed that the majority of pilots had little or no knowledge of the
principle of cruise control, They excused their use of high speed on
patrol by claiming that the Privatcer cruiscd over 20 knots faster
than the Liberator and that the higher weight of the Privatecr made
it necessary to use exceedingly higher speeds. Both the above con=-
tentions were later proved to be mainly false, Exomination of the
settings used of manifold pressure and revolutions revealed that both
werc too high for economical cruising and that instead of using pro-
gressively lower rovolutions with an almost constant manifold pressure
the pilots were progressively lowering their manifold pressures and
maintaining almost constant high rcvolutions, Lectures werc started
immadiately; covering the rudimentary principles of cruise contrﬁl
and a rough cruise control chart was drafted and mimeographed for the
use of all pilots, This project was handicapped by the lack of accus:
rate cruise control data on the Privateer, Consolidated figures were
found but did not help much because the data was obviously collected
from tests on a new airplanc cleaned up and stripped for the occasion.
Furthermore, the highest weight used in the tables was 6?,000 pounds
which is deslgnated as the maximum gross overload for the airplane,
The normal weight for the Privateer necessary to accomplish its

mission, was in the ncighborhood of 70,000 pounds, (The Bureau of

ab5e
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Aeronautics to this date still refuses to accept any figure above

66,000 pounds although Commander Air Force Pacific Fleet readily ad-
mitted that higher weights must be used and issued valuable infcrma-
tion in the bremises). It was understood that accurate information
on performance of the Privateer vas gained by flight tests conducted
at Patuxent but these figures werc not available, Eventually it was
found that the Privateer could be cruised as econoanically as the
Liberator,

(B) Numerous engine failures caused by burnt pistons and
valves, and valves with stretched nocks were experienced at the begine
ning of the operations with the Privateers, Thege failures were found
to be caused entirely by lack of knowledge on the part of the pilots
of enginc operation. Exccssive power was being drawn from the engine
in automatic lean and maximum allowable BIMEP was often exceceded,
Education of the pilots eliminated these failures entirely., Many
casecs of broken connccting rods were also cncountered, These were
found to be caused by the practice of failing to leave the mixture
control in idle cut-off after stopping the cngines. Subsequent opera-
tion of the fuel booster pumps would cause raw fuel to be drawn into
the cylinders and hydreuling would result in the broken rods, Educa=
tion also eliminated this fault, It was furthcr found that none of
the pilots ever exercised the engines in high blower, Consequently
all the blower . motors became inoperative from sludging and were So
far gone that they could not be de-sludged, The condition of the

blover motor was discovered through attempts to intercept and shoot

down cnenmy aircraft making overnight runs between Shanghal and north-

bHm

10




| | l

ern Formosa, Planes were placed on gtation ncrth of Formosa at

dawn and evening twilight, The Liberators obtained netable success,
shooting down three eneny alrcraft within ?bout four days, But the
Privateers failed to catch any plane at 10,00C or over feet even when
they had slight altitude advantage. Noedlsss to say this impressed
the pilots with the necessity to xeep thelr high blower operative and
affer routine engine changes littieo trouble was expericnced in that
line thercafter,

C) Two planes werec ditszshed at night because of faliure to
&

use the radio navigatioral aifs avialiavle or refunal to belisve the

| B e o - o1 [l =
information obtained, Training iua thix phase was ncecssary
] o o L L 1 P 1beaney B e e 1Y Ty 1 = . - s
(D) Photographs of strafing cenemy ships or targets gave

conclusive proof that the sarest place for the enemy was on the tare
get., This was duc to lack of knowledge cf the gunners in droop and
trail, They almost comsistently almed directly at or cven led state
lonary targets instcad of sclecting a point of aim bchind the target.
Instruction reosulted in immediate improvcment.

(E) In spite of previous training received in anti-sub-
marine bombing tho btombing of enecmy shirping targects from masthead
hoight or higher wae not goods Besilde the inaccuracy, bcam instead
of quartecring runs were attempted, attempts were rnadé to hit by
dropping single bombs, and when bombs were dropped in train, the
snacing was oo great,

(F) Apparently too much emphasis was placed on recognition
of shins like the HARUNA, ATAGO, SKOKAKU, cetc,, at the cxpense of

the JMST system, because the new pilots were very inaccurate in their
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recognition of merchant types and small escorts, whioh;‘with rare
excontions were all they encountercds It was usually necessary to
scale down the sightings one or two sizes when photos were not taken,

(G) No doctrine existed in the new crews regarding photo«
graphs, 1t seemed that the K-20 would be used by someonc who happen~
cd to think of it at the tima; if it happcned to be at hand, Many
valuable action photos were missed beforc this situation was rcctif-
ied, The Privatecr pilots complained that 1t was extremely difficult

to take good pictures from the Privateer with tho K-20, which was
true, But when asked about the K-25 the astounding information was
forthcoming that the K-25's werc on hand but not installed, The
above situ:tion was rcetified,

(H) The new squadrons and crews were woefully lacking in
instruction on the clements of a contact report, Inaccurate and in
complete reports were numerous, The pilots fclt no responsibility
for checking the reports for uccuracy, and no system of decoding the
encoded rcport for accuracy oxisted, A form was made similar to
that of the old contact pad where the complcte rc?ort wis constructed
by filling in labeled items in windows of a cardboard cover, This
remedial measure helped; but the complete solution deponded upon ine
doctrination and instruction,

To improve all the foregoing, courses of instruction and
checks were instituted and new crews were not rcleased for patrol

until checks in all phases had been passed,
One good quality that all crews seecmeod to have was their

ability and confidence in flying on instruments,
-8 ST
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The foregoing criticisms are not intended to detract fron
the bravery and aggressiveness of the new crews, Those qualities
existed in all and good results were cventually attained, Some crews
arrived with experience gained on previous tours and left nothing to
be desired, Rather it is a criticism of the training they reoceived

before arriving in the combat areas, There is no doubt that the

training activities had good intentions and an inclusive curriculum;

but in the cases of the relief and replacement crews the system is

believed to be mainly at fault. (See Commander Aircraft SEVENTH

FLEET lctter on this subjeet in the appendix).
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FLEET AIR WING SEVENTEEN ~ COMBAT RECORD

(As Compiled by Intelligence Scction of
Commander Aircraft, Seventh Flcet)

SHIPS DESTROYED  SHIPS DAMAGED ATRCRAFT

& GROSS TONNAGE: & GROSS TONNAGE: DESTROYED
Septenber (15=30) 1943 2 = 1;700 l~- 500 -
October 1943 - l =~ 4,000 -
Noveriber 1943 3 - 26;000 2 - 19;000 -
Deceriber 1943 6 = 41;000 2 = 18;000 -
January 19LL 9 - 43;500 2 = 5;500 -
February 1944 L - 15;500 3 - 12;250 =
March 1944% b 7;800 b 12;500 -
April 1944 16 - 5;705 25 = 17;600 1,
Moy 1944 5% 505 2 = 250 Tk
Juno 1944 9 = 5,875 b = 7,165 10
July 1944 16 - 25;065 15 = 8;010 5
August 1944 19 - 19;015 20 = 10;180 -
September 1944 117 -lll;OLD 55 = 56;3?0 i)
October 1944 78 -102;050 36 = 17;2h5 38
Novenber 194L L7 - 36;885 35 = 28;035 8
Decenber 1944 Ll = 35;705 L5 = 23;000 16
January 1945 b - 5;050 ef = 13,100 s
February 1945 25 - 15;930 23 - 13;050 15
Moreh 19L45 132 - 90;3?5 132 w101;315 39
April 1945 101 - 56;865I 67 = 28;280 9
Moy 1945 114 - 38;&85 90 = 15;225 2
June 1945 110 - 20;760 139 = 11,;270 L
July 1945 82 = 11;000 168 = 23;780 1
g
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SHIPS DESTROYED  SHIPS DAMAGED ATRCRATT

& GROSS TONVAGE & GROSS TQWNAGE — DRET.:
august 1945 20 = 1,215 L9 - 2,515
Totals; 966 =717,025 948 = 451,140 173

* In the months September 1943 through Merch 1944,
151 barges-were also destroycd,
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.UNITED STATES FLEET}?

FLEET AIR WING SEVENTZ

SQUADRON _COMMANDARS

CATLLINAS
VPB-11 Lieutenant Commander C. MarCAMPBHITix«,Ue.S% . Ne.
VPB-29 Lieutenrnant Commander Lauren E, JCHNSON, U. S. N.
VPB-33 Lieutenant Commander Fernald P, ANDERSON, U. S. Ne.
VPB-34 ILieulenant Comuwander T, A. CHISTOFHuR, Us Se N,
VPB~-Ll Lieutenant Commender G. S. BOGART, U. Se No
VPB-52 Lieutenant Co.mander H., A. SOLIER, Us Se Neo (relieved
September 1944} :
Lieutenant Comirander Reunlx JONES, Jre., U.S.N.R.
VPB-54 Commender K., J» SANGIR, U, S, Ne -
VPB=71 Commander Normen C, GILLAETTE, Jr., U. S. N,
MARTHERS .
VPB=17 Ljeutenant Co.umander Kennety A, KUEHNER, USNR

(reklevod June 1945)

Lieutenant Coimander Leeds C, CUTTZIR, USNR.

VPB=-20 Lieutenant Commander Robert 1, HARPER, USNR
(relieved June 1945)
Lieutenant Commander James M., BRANDT, USLR.
VPB-25 Lieutenant Commander J., C. SKORCZ, USNR.
VPB-28 Lieutenant Commander John L. ELWELL, U. 5. N,
VENTURAS
VPB~128 Lieutenant Command er Jay Be. YAKWLLY, Jr., USNR,
VPB~130 Lieutenant Commander Charles R, DODDS, USN (relieved
liay 1945)
Lieutenant Commander Donald G, WHITL, U.s.N.
ViB-137 Lieutenant Commander John i, PORT.R, USKR.
VPB=~146 Commander J. P, ROBINSON, USN.
LIBIR&TORS
VPB-101l Commander Justin A. MILLER, U.3.N.
Lieutenant Comma.der Marvin T, SIITH, UsN
(Latter was acting CO during November, December
1944 when LIILLLR in MIA status - himself lost
January 1945)
VPB-104 Lieutenant Commander Vhitney WRIGHT, U.S.N. (relieved
July 1945)
Lieutenant Commander William COLE, U.S.l.
VPB-106 Commander John T, HaYWARD, U.S.N. (squadron released June

1944, )
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Squadrons Conmanders (Continued) .
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VPB-111 Lieutenant Commander James V. BARRY, U.S.N. (relieved
May 1945)
Lieutenant Commander Gomrdon R. EGBERT, U.S.N,

VPE=11l5 Commander James R. COIPTON, U.SNe

VPB-117 Commander E., O, RIGSBIE, Us3eN. (relieved Dec 19L4L)
Commander H. W. MGDONHLD U.S.N.(relieved Jan 1945)
Lieutenant Commander T. P. WULVIHILL, USNR (relieved
April 1945)
Lieutenant Commander R. J. CROWLEY, UShR.

PRIVATEERS

VPB-119 Lieutenant Commander R. C. BALES, U.S.N. (MIA April 1945)
Lieutenant Commander lalcolm S, RAGAN, USNR.
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25 June 1945
serial: 00137
Frori: The Commander Aircraft, SEVENTH FLERT.
PO 8 The Cotmander in Chief United States Fleet

and Chief of Navel Operations,

Via : (1) The Commender, SEVENTH FLILT.,
(2) The Connander Air Force, United States
PACIFIC FLEET.

Subject: Rotation of VPB Squadrons.,

lo Until 31 July 1944 VPB Squadrons in the forward
areas werec relieved as squadrons. On that date relief of squad=-
rons by new squadrons terninated and subsequently the crews of
squadrons have been relieved by fresh crews according to a ro=-
tation program,

2e Initially an unexpected advantage accured fron
the relieving crews, for the reason that within the squadrons
there were set up factors and scores to deternine which crews
should go home first, The resultont intra-squadron competition
had @ healthy effect. That advantage now has disappeared bo-
cause the old crews who had been in the combat area the same
autho.natically dictatés that the crew on station longest 18 the
first to go hone,

3o The plan to relieve individual crews rather than
squadrons has been in effect long enough to warrant coument and
specific recomnendation., It has become very apparent that for
a squadron operating in a forward area the disadvantages of the
crew relief system far outweilgh its advantages.

The disadvantages are:
(a) The squadron never is entirely fresh.
(b) The squadron is in a constant state of

flux. The crews8 do not know each other
and squadron spirit largely disappears.
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P16-1/(05=3jf) 25 June 1945,
Serial: 00137
Subject: Rotation of VPB Squadrons.

S ewm e s e o= - S s e B e B Se S e s B B = S B R BB WM SE ay M S W W = e

(¢) The squadron comnander learns the capa=
bilities of his squadron only from the
reports of the actions of the individual
crews., He receives the incoaing crews in
the war zone and is required to send themn
on war tine missions without sufficient
ppportunity to judge their cepabilities.

(d) The squadron coumander never becomes the
vetern of the squadron until he and _ais
crow are about to leave for homeo, Ac=-
tually he coumands each crew for an aver-
age of threc (3) months,

/(e) The steady induction of new orews re-
quires that constant effort be placed on
instruction in fundamentals. This is
undesirable for a squadron in combat
areas wherc the instruction efforte
of experienced personnel should be devoted
to inproving combat techniques or tacties to
neet changing conditions or new eneny
tactics,

The doubtful advanteges of the new syston are:
(a) A part of the squadron always is fresh,

(b) A part of the squadron ig familiar with
the area of operations,

ko Under the old system of relieving the VPB Squad=-
rons with other squadrons, the squadron was formed in the United
States. The squadron comnander organized his squadron, trained
. it and brought it into the war zone at the culmination of his
troining and with intimatc knowledge of its-strength and weak-
ncss, The squadron fought with high morale, with a unified
spirit arising from close associaetion, and with high efficiency.
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The squadron then left as a group for home,

5e This entire comnond has watched the working of
tho new system and having had complete experience with the old
systornn is unanimous in recommending a return to relief by squad-
rons at tho earliest possible moment. This unanimity of opinion
is oxproessed by Comaander alreraft, SEVENTH FLUET, Counander
Floct Air Wing SEVENTLEN, Commander Fleet Air Wing TEN and each
squadron comuander in the areas.

/s/ TF. D. VIAGNER.,
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(RS3~3U=Bt) 25 July 1945
Serial: 001778

2nd Endorsement to

ComAir7thFlt secret ser,
00137 dated 25 June 1945,

From: ComAirPac,
e 2 CominCh and CNO,
vig 3 CinCPac Adv, Hqtrs,
Subject: Rotation of VPB Squadrons,
1l Rehabilitation of multi~engine squadrons by a systen

of combat aircrecw replacemsiit in lieu of returning full squadrons to
the continental U,S. for reforming was insituted only after careful
deliberation of &ll the factors involved and with full cognizance and
appreciate of advantages and disadvantages of each system,

2 To support the present multi-engine squadron flight
erevi replacement system, a very extensive training organization was
established,

3e The disadvantages-of the present systom enumerated in
the basic correspondence as (b), (¢) and (d) are counterbalanced-to an
cxtend by the fact that operations of multi-engine squadrons arc, in
the nain, sorties of single aircraft, Squadron tactics are not in-
volved to the same extent as that required for single-cngine squadrons.

La The guestion of squadron "morale" and “spirit" is
irrevocably bound to lecadership and loyalty. A resolute leader is
irrcvocably bound to leadership and loyaltye A resolute leader or
combination of leaders will instill "morale" and "squadron spirit"
under any system, while the opposite may prevail when leadership is
weak

e The statement that replacement crews require "instruction
in fundamentals"™ cannot be literally acccpted, The inital crew train-
ing given by the continental training comiand plus the specialized
training given by fleet caumands arc gearcd to produce combat rcady
flight crowse. It is felt that theso agoncies are doing creditable work,
Therc is no way for these agenciles to teach cexporiencc, which can only
be gained in contact with the enemy.

6o It may be pointed out that the following adventages, in

addition to thosc listed in the basic correspondcncc, must bc considered:

(a) Combat oxpericneccd personnel-arc returned to the
forward area, inflight crews, in approximatcly 5
months, The former roforming intoerval for squadrons
totalled 7-8 months.

e R
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(b) Individual combat crocws are trained by a single
agency to bring them to a uniform level of combat
proficicncy .

(¢) Variations inhercnt in a systcm whoreby the pro-
ficiency of a sqguadron 1s a measure of the ex-
perience and ability of an individual squadron
comiender as a training officer are therety
eliriinated,

7o A sysvem of rotaticn by full squedrons requires that
there by in commission at all times more squadrons then the number
acutally deployed for combat operations, the exact number being de-
pendent upon the established rotational policy, Previously. this
requirement had been onc squadron rehabilitating and rcforming for
overy squadron deployed for combat., Approximately half of the
authorized combatant units arc conscquently den'loyed in rear re-
habilitation and reforming areas. The overhead in aviation billets
redquired for squadrons rotaticn excoeds by far that necessary to
SUD}D“t rotation by combat alrcrews. It would be mogt dlfiicult

at tiils time to revert to a system of rotation by sgquadrons.
Be ComAlrPac rccommends against changing the present corbat

aircrow replaccment program for multi-cngine squadrons,

/s/ A. E. MONTGOIZERY.
Copy to:
Comiir7thFlt
Com7/thFli.
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Sorial: 545 27 Scp 1944

From: The Commender Flect Air Wing SEVENTLEN,

20 e Licutenant dames F, MiPRITT, A-ViNI,. USNR.

Via : The Commanding Officer, Patrol Bombing Squadron
YHIRGY FRERE

Subject: Ramming Tactics, Plane versus Surfaze Ship =~
Dsaagproval of e

1. The history of naval warfarc is replete with inci-

dents of ramming as an elfective method of destroying onposing
ships. - Students of history will recall such battles as Salanis,
Actium, Lepanto and Lissa wherein remming was the primary mothod
of sinking. JFcrmidable pointed rams were provided by the naval
constructors of thosc days on the underwater partc of the bow.
Even in modern times, underwater rams were built ianto the bows
of battleships with the expectancy that ramming tactics might

be emplyed, However, except for antis-sukbmarine tactics, ram-
ming has not becn effectively employed sincc the days of our own
Civil War. Evem in the times of Nelson and J. P, Jones ramming
tactics assumed a sccondary role in ship to ship contacts The
placing of a ship alongside an encmy for the purpose of boarding

being preferrcd,

20 Except for isolated instances by the Japancsc, tho
ranming of ships by aircraft is without precedent.s A cursory
comparison of the construction of aircraft and surfacc ships
will recadily reveal that in a case of contact between the two
the plane will come out second best because of its lighter cone-
struction, Furthermore, a careful inspection will reveal the
complete abscnge of a ram dcvice on aircraft,

3 In consideration of the foregoing, that part of
your action on the night of 16-17 September 1944, wherein you
dcliberately rammcd the ship you wer~ sttacking, is disapproved,
It is considered that factors contributing to tho-destruction of
the ship-can be asscssed as follows: bombs, 98 %, machinc gun
fire, 2%, and ramming 0%,

L e The official report covering your action has not
yet been received but it is assumed that being so imbued with
naval tradition you issued the proper commands to your gellant
crew when the decision to ram was made and that your boarding
party was properly equipped and indoctrinatcd,

A
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Serial 545
Subject: Ramming Tactics, Plane Versus Surface Ship -
Disapproval of,
5 It is cntirocly possible, due to shortage of critical

matorials in the Japanese Empire, that Japesnesc surface Ships may
oventually bec ligltly cenouvgh conatructed to make ramming tactices
by aircraft profitable. At such time your experience may prove
invaluable in the indoetrination and training of ercews in thosec
revoluntionary tactics,

C. B. JUNES
Copy to:
Comiir7thFlt
CFAW-10
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Detailed report on rescue of Licutonant Frank De MURPHY
and other survivors from Luichow Peninsula crash:

on 17 June 1945 Licutonant Fe D, Murphy (157527), USKR,
VPB-119, flying Navy Privatoer Bu. Nos 59427 failed to return from .
search patrol of sector 16, Secarch‘Plan KING, He reportcd that
Fort Bayard was empty at 1055 Item, but no further communication
was receiveds At 1700 Itcm ComFAirWing 17 made numerous attempts
to contact Lieutenant lMurphy without success, At the rcquest ofl.
ComFAirWing 17, the 5th Bomber Command joined in the attorpt using
the facilities of 309 Bomb Wing and 310 Bomb Ving ag& well as their
owne The radio logs of scearch planes in other sectors werg check=
ed to sce if any of such planes had been in contact with scctor
16 after 1055 Item but no contact had been madoce ComFAirWing 17
notified ComNavGroup China by urgent sccret dispatch at 1942 Item
that scetor 16 had failod’to roturn from Patrol, gave the lest
message received from him, and asked for all possible assistance,
Less than an hour lat or camplete information was seat by urgent
dispatch to ComAF 5 Air Sea Rescue,

Following is a day by day account of the action taken by
ComFAirWing 17 and Commending Officer, VPB-119 to cffcctuate the
roscue of the five (5) survivors of the crash;

18 June 1945 - Two (2) search plancs were assigned to'cover scctor
16, flown by Lieutenant W. P. Comstock, USNR, and
Licutenant T.R, Alkire, USNR, both 3f VPB-119, The
sector was divided between the two pilots in order

to insurc complete coverage of the area in which
Licutenant Murphy might have gonc dewn, The two
adjoining sectors, Lieutonant(jg) J.H. Wolf in-sector
15 and Lieutenant(jg) A.L. Lindsell sector 17,

both of VPB-119, were to make thorouvgh scarches in
their respective scetors and then use any fuel re-
maining to search in sector 16, All‘'pilots were
thoroughly briefed on their missions 4

Lieutcnant(jg) Wolf was successful in locating the
wrcckage of a plane on Luichow Peninsula wnd
positively identificd it as a Privatear, This ident=-
ification was later confirmed by photogrephs taken

by Licutcnant Alkire, Liocutonant (jg) Wolfe contacted
Licubenant Alkire and called him over %o thce scene

of the wrockage., They both made scveoral runs ovor
the wrecknge at low altitude but found no sigh of
life, The wrecokago appeared to be old and it was
thought it might bc the wreckage of ono of two

planes praeviously lost in the area. Ljieutenant (jg)
Wolfe proceeded on hig search., Shortly thercafter
Lieutenant Alkire caught the flash of a signal mirror
from a position about one mile east of the wreckage,
an examination of the position disclosed at loast

one survivor, Licutonant Alkire immediately notified

105




19 Junc 1945 =

20 Junc 1945 -
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base radio and gave the position of the wreckage

as 20-29N; 110-50E, This position wasg later revised
to 20-26N, 110-50E, ComFAirVing 17 advised Lieut-
enant Alkire to remain in the area as long as possibleos
Ho did so until relieved by Licutenont (Jg) Wolfeoe
Licutenant (jg) Wolfe dropped ecmergency rations and
medical supplies, then boing of the opinion that

his presonce might attract the enemy, returncd to
base, The information scnt by Licutenant Alkire

was passed to ComAF 5 Air Se« Rescuc, ComNavGroup,
hina, and ComAF 14 for action and to other Zntorested
commands for information,

After thorough discussion of the information at hand,
ConFAirViing 17 and Comnnding Officcr VPB=-119 de-
vtormined that no attempts at rescue should be aade
untll advices had been received from ComNavGroup China,
and becausc of the possibllity of attracting cnemy
attention to the position of the survivors, all

search planes worc briefecd to stay clear of tho
immodiato area and to hunt elscwhere for Licutenant
Murphy as the wreckege might not be his. The same

day ComFAiriling 17 wes advisced by ComNavU 14 that

a parachutce jump was planned to cescort Lieutcnont
Murphy from the a roca.

o

ComiiavGroup China advised ComFAirWing 17 that they
had contacted Lieuvenent Murphy, that all twelve
menbers of the crow were in safc hands, and that

four of thesc were injured. The information as to
the number of survivors later proved to be inaccurate
as five were eventually rescued., This information
was passed to ComAir7thFlt and ComAl' 5§ Air Sea Roscue.

ComFAiriling 17 rececived a dispatch from ComNavCGroup
China advising that Lieutenant R, C, Scott and an
unidentified army officer (2nd Licutenant Naylor-Foote)
had parachuted at 20-5011, 109-50E to assist Licut-
enont liurphy and would move toward the survivors.

The dispatech rcquested thet a patrol planc contact
Lieutenant Scott thoe following day and olso arranged
for a system of parachute sighalsSe

Licutenant Ts R. Alkire was assigned to-rspecicl search
and briefed to contact Lieutenant Scott, while Licut-
enant Commander li. S. Ragan was to scarch sector 1lb6.
Lieutenant Alkire had little difficulty in finding

the parachute signels, ‘Lieutencont Scott wrote out

a message on the ground, using a parachute, roquest=-
ing that a rodio be dropped to him the following

day. Licutenant Alkire dropped cmergency medical
supplies and continued his sector securch, advising
basc radio of the information recoived,
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23 June 1945 = Lieutenant (jg) Wolf flew sector 16 this dar, Whe 1%.a
pilots who were meost familiar with Tl ‘o
assigned to this seector daily in crde: NLEE
the possibility ﬂ? ﬂ;ﬁﬂj;ﬁ contects Lieutenantc ()&
Wol?f dropped a Haply-Peligis radio and within & [3w

minutes was in vo" e ¢cormication with Lieutenant

Scott at 20~4iN, 109-55E, Lieubanant Secott advised

that he had broken lLils ankls on parachutiap in and

would be unable 1o mvv* f*w a tiue. e £eURESTAd
various medicel suppliss, arms aad ammunitlon. AX

1300 Item Lieuterapt ffgj JJ“.G mrdﬂ-cantﬂﬁt with

Lieutenant Murphy at 20- 20N, 110-23%, his atteunibion

be atirected by the fla E“ cf a sigrnal mirror and

a flare, One cof the co-pilots positively idenvlfied

ons of the men as lLijeutcnant Murphye. Lieutenants{ig)

Wolfe dropped a note .uolliag Lieutenent liuepay tiiab
Lisuienant Scoty P’f.?ﬂf-.Auxuj 1o the north and
would attempt to ccutact nim, Lieubtenant (jez)

Wolf reported thaz hhe?? were three or four giurvivors
in addition to Ijcutenant ILuyrphy.

In view of the fact bthat the survivors had worked
thelr way to within a ghert diztance of the uiﬂ't
and of the fact that the seavch piane pi.lois resorted
that the area appcared fcesible for scuplane 1apd14g,
ComFAirifing 17 and Comnand ng Officer ViB~il9 de-
termined that a rescus attempt should be nade the
following day. Plans wers laid that-evening at a
neeting of represenvatives of FA=-1l7, VPBE.i19, axd
ComAF 5 Air Sea Reccue., A PBY-5A was cdirected to
take off from Floridea Blanca at daybreak to reach
the rendezvous point on the southeastern ccast of
Inichow Peninsula‘at 1230 Item, Lieutenant W. P,
Comstock, VIB- -119, was to arrive over Lieutenant
haipay's position at 1100 Item, drop a radio and
give Lieutenant Murphy instructions. Thereaficr
he would ccver pickup operations and then drop
additional sunolies t0 Lientenant Scott., Lieutenamt
(ig) Wolfe was to fly in the PBY-5A because of his
familiarity with the aresa, ComNavU l4, 1l4th Alr
Force and ComNavGroup China were advised of these
plans. Lieutenant Comnstock was succecsiul in dropping
the Handy-Talkie to Lieutenant Ilirphy and in esbablishe-
ing voice communicationss He instructed the swrve
ivors that the PBY=5A would arrive in an hour and a
half and that he would zoom their position in the
direction he wanted them to proceced, He crashed as
he was in his final turn, 4n eye witness account
of this crash is contained in Annexes A through E.
The cause of the crash has not and can not be de-
termined. Three of the survivors went to the crash
scene and reported that the Privateer had blown up

in a mass of flumes, that there was nothing left other
than cherred wrackagc, and that there were no survivors,
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The PBY-5A procoeded to the‘rendezvous point, pilot~
ed by 1lst Liesutenant Honeck, COMAF 5 Alr Sea Rescus,
Lieutenant Honeck, not being able to contact Lieub+
cnant Comstock called Lieutenant R Neo Atzonwellor,
USNR, VPB~119, who was flying sector 15, and a3ked

for cover. Lieutcnent Atzenweller came over and flew
cover while Lieutenant Honeck set the PBY down on the
water, A ribber life raft was put ashore, manned by
Lieutenant (Jjg) Wolfe and the navigator of the PBY-5A.
In two trips the five survivors were safely put aboard
the PBY-5A and werc flown back to Ckark Field, Lieute
enant L.urphy advised Licutenant Atzcemweller that Lieut-
enant Coiastock had crashed, so Licutenant Atzenweller
flow over the wrcckage and advised base radio of the
events that hed transpired., a report of the rescue
was contalned in FaW=1l7 Sunnary that evening.

25 June 1945 - ComFAirVWiing 17 sent a dispatch to ComNavGroup China
and to all intercsted commands advising thoem of the
information which Licutenant liurphy had obtcined
during his week on Luichow Peninsula. This infor-
nation is sunmarized in paragraph 4 of this rcport,.

Licutenant H, L, Gossage, UoNR, VPB-119, flew sector
16 and dropped additional supplies to Licutenant
Scott, informing hiii of the rescue of Lieutenant
Murphy and other interested commands were notified
that a plane would be sent the following day to
arrango for the evacuation,

26 June 1945 - Lieutenant Atzenweller flew sector 16 but was unable
to contact Lieutenant Scott., 1lst Lieutenant Hanna,
ComAF 5 air soa Rescue, accompained Lieutenant Atzenw-
weiller to oxamine the area for a feasible landing sight,

27 June 1945 = Lijoutenant T. R, Alkire, USNR, VPB-1l19, flew scctor
: 16 and established voice communications with Lieut-

enant Scott, Lieutenant Scott requested that arrange-
nents be nede to pick him up, together with 2nd Lieut=
enant Naylor-Foote, on 29 June 1945. He stated that
he would proceed to the west coast of Luichow Pen-
insula and would be in a Chinese junk off shore on
29 June at 1200 Item. A rendezvous point anpnd a
gystem of identification signals were agreed upon,
All arrangements were to be confirmed by sSecta 16
the following day., ComAF 5 Air Sea Rgscue was agein
contacted and arrangements nade for a PBY-5A t0
pick up Lieutenant Scott and 2nd Lieutenant Naylor-
Foote on 29 June. Lieutenant Hanna accompained
Lieutenant Alkire on this flight. ComNavU 14 and
ComNavGroup China were notified that arrangenents
had been nade to evasuato Licutenant Scott and 2nd
Licutenant Naylor-Foote to the Philippines on 29 June,
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Lieut t Gossage flew sect 6, dropping additicn- #
al supplies to Lieutenant Scott end confirmed tic ‘1
arrangenents for the rescue the following day, '

Licutenant Atzenweiler again flew sector 16 and
located the junk carrying Lieutenant Scott and 2nd
Lieutenant Naylor-Foote, establishing voice communic~
ations, Lieutenant Scott still was carrying the
Handy-Telkie radio which had been dropped to hil
previously. Playmate 17 (PBY-~5A) arrived at the
rendezvous point but after examination of the water
deternined that it was to rough to land. Licutenant
Scott and Lieutenant Atwenweiler then made arrange-
nents for a pickup the following day at the same tiue
and place, Playmate 17 advised Lieub enant Atzenweiler
that he would proceed to Nanning, remain overnight
and return to the scene the following morning --

then proceed in a northerly direction., Lieutenant
Atzenweiler advised base radio of the developnents
and reconmended that arrangonments be nado for a
PBM-3C to niake the pick-up the following day. He
then continued on patrol.

During the afternoon Playmate 17 sent three dispatches
to V BorCom air Ground that he was ditching. The
first, at 1725 Iten stateéed that he was "ditching at
rendezvouse" The second, 1755 Iten, read "An landing
at point of rendezvous forced landing.' All rescuc
facilitics worc advised including FAVW-17 search planes
in adjacent sectors, That ecvening arrangenents were
node by ComFAirt/ing 17 and Comrending Officcer VPB-119
for a PB-3C of VPB-28 to makoc the pick-up the followe
ing day, and Lieutcnant Alkire was again assigned

to eover the opcration,

30 June 1945 - Vhen Licutenant Alkire arrived at the sceone he found

Pleymate 17 riding on the water, out of gasoline

with Licutenant Scott and 2nd Licutenant Naylore
Foote aboard, and inmediately advised base radio,
Licutenent (jg) A. L. Lindsell, USNR, VPB-119, flying
sector 15 was also in the arca,‘ The PBl=3C, piloted
by Licutenant Hermanson, VPB=28, arrived shortly *
thereafter and landed safely, taking Lieutcnamt Scott,
2nd Licutenant Naylor-Foote and the crew of Playmate
17 aboard.: ‘he advisibility of sinking the PBY was
considered, but Lieutenant Scott and the pilot of

the PBY left the Chinese guerillas in charge with
instructions to strip the plane of the guns they could
use and to sink the plane if it was not picked up
within two days. Lieutenant Alkire advised base
radio thet the rescue was successful and the PBM=3C
was returning to base. It landed at Lingayen, and

on July 1, 1945 Lieutenant Scott and 2nd Lieutenant
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Naylor-Roote were flown to Clark Field., ComFAirWing
17 advised ComNavU 1L of this fact on 1 July 1945,
The PBY-5A was picked up by Army authorities on

2 July 1945, flown to Nanning for fuel and returned
to base,

During this time that he was on Luichow Peninsule, particularly
while spending two days with Dr. Kem Stan, Lieutenant Murphy was
given a considerable amount of information concerning guerrilla and
eneny activities., This infornation was forwarded by secret dispateh
to CouNavGroup China in 25 June-1945, with ComNavU 14, ConAlF SWPA,
COAF 5, COMAF 14, ComAir7thFit, Com7tnfit and CounirPac as inforw
m tion addressees. ‘On 26 June 1945 the Conmanding Officer, VPB-119
end the ACI Officer, VPB~11l9, passed this information orally to
LIS=-X, lanila, Fo I. The following information was given to Lieut-
enant liurphy by the guerrillas with whon he was in contact.

The guerrillas, both Chinese and Hainanese, are in control of
a substantial portion of southeast Luichow Peninsula, The perimeter
of this friendly area is difficult of definition, but gene rally
speaking it includes the area south cf 20-25N, and east of 11l0~12E,
Tho outer limits of the area on the west and north are subject to
constant change by reason of periodic attacks by eneny forces. In
addition, the guerrillas hold the southwest tip of the peninsula
to approximately 20-18N, The guerrilla controlled area in the
southeast includes the towns CHINNAOYU, CHUICHISHSHLH and CHIENSHANYU,
On the north it extends almost to CHOUFENGSHIH, On the west it
follows an irregular linc to the east of the roadwey running north
fron HSUNEN. The Japs have been evecuating troops by junk fron
"HOI HOW BaY across HAINAN STRAIT to the vieinity of HSUNEN and then
north by truck, The roedway running north from HSUNIN is constently
patrolled by eneny forces. It was on this raadway thet Llcuhenant
Murphy was strefing trucks at the time he crash landed, The coast
line of this southeastorn aresn was includsd in the area pointed out
to Lieutenant liurphy as friendly, and the Chinese are operating
potorized junks along the coagt. The junks are operated by scil
most of the tlime and oniy usc notors at tiues of energency.

The guerrilles are both Chinese and Hainanese and are well
organized. Dre. Konm Stan is the number one :fnn and is conpletely in
charge of all guerrilla operations in the area. The name of the town
where he nakes his headquarter is not known. They naintaln constant
patrols and in nany places have telephone coi.unications, Dr, Kan
Sten stated that there are three or four thousend guerrillas in the
aree =2nd that they are badly in need of arms, annunition and medicel
supplies. They carry old rifles and pistols of varying types, They
have at least one radio station and appear to be in touch with soue
point in China, ‘As a rule guerrillas wear the ordinary peasant
typo of clothing, including & lerge hat, and can be identified by
e red band worn on the left arm. Without question they are extrenely
friendly.
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Dr, I-g_um Sten estgted that there are 5,’0 Jap troops reneining
on Hoinan Island and stated that Pakhoi is campletely friendly. It
wes to Pckhoi that he intended to evacuate Licutcenant Murphy.

Comment on the recommendations of Lisutenant liurphy and his air
crewnen with regard to evasion and escape equipment seems desirable.
We again have a case where the survivors escaped with only such gear
&8 they had on their persons, which was very little. The importance
of wearing this gear can not be over-enphasized. In most cases, par-
ticularly where a plane. goes down on land, there is no time to
look for gear. All personnel nust leave the plane as quickly as
possible =-- ammunition and bombs are likely to go off at any noment,
This raises a problem with turret men as thgy are cramped for spade
and any excess gea r impedes the operation of their guius, but at
least they should carry as nmuch equipment in their pockets as possible,
A signal nirror, smaell compass, blood chits, and the medicinal packets
fron the 1¥-17 emergency kit will readlly fit into the pockets of
e flight suit, and they should be so carried where a gun belt is too
cuwibersone,

One oi the nmost valuable pieces of equipment, in tho experience
of these iien, was the Emergency Signalling liirror (ESM/1) from the
E-17 kite On at least two separate occasions the attention of '
the search planes was attracted from considerable distance away,

The pilots of these search plancs reported that the flash of the
nirror was responsible for their locating the survivors,

The use of the Handy-Tclkie radio in establishing air to ground
conimnications was highly sueeessfuls The first of these radios
was dropped to Lieutenant Scott and within a fow iinutes he was in
voice coununications with the, search plane., Froo then on there was
no difficult in ascertaining his noeds and working out plans for
his cvacuation. The difficulty of comnunication without voice cone
tact is apparent. A4Again, on 24 June 1945, a Handy-Talkle was dropped
to Lieutenant lMurphy with highly successful results -~ within a
very few ninutes Licutenant Comstock was able to give range of these
radios far exceeded expectations, one pilot reporting that he be-
lieves he had Lieutcnant Scott for a distance of 10 niles, and on
several occasions he was contacted by voice before any visiual
contact wes made. 4n adequate supply of batturies nust be privided
for they last only a short time. Replacment battceries were dro pped
to Lieutenant Scott almost dailye. It is strongly recomnénded
that a Handy-Talkie radio be carried as standard equipment in
every search plane and that it be rigged for parachute drop on
first contact with survivors; it is believed that wvaluable tiue

will be saved.
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SrB~CR=E-T , S-E-C-R-E~-T
The lack of mediedl supplies seriously hgwered and endangered

Lieutenant‘liurphy and his nen, While each pan was provided with  *
& E-17 kit, and standard medical equipment was carried in the plane,
the five survivors had only ono kit with them when they escaped

fron: the plane, There was a couaplete lack of medical supplies in
the areca in which thev landed, Apain the importance of keeping such
essential goear on. your person is cmphasized., Goodwin, K., A. AMIFlc,
points out he was unable to roach his gear even though it was hang-
ing directly over his head., Lieutenant Murphy strongly recormends
that all air crewnen wear protective c¢lothing at all times, particule-
arly a flight jacket. His flight jacket was slashed in mgny places
and he believes it save hin from seriocus flesh woundsa

Finally, the old adge "truet the Chinese" bears repeating. It
has been repeatcd time and tine again, but can not be over~emphasized,
The Guerrillas on Lulchow Peninsula were 100 per-cent friendly and
did all in their power to get these nen to safety. Thelr help was
invaluable,
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Sr-E~C-R-Z-T ’ 9 S-E-C-R-E~1

The lack of medical supplies seriously halipered and endangered
Lieutenant liurphy and his men. While each rnan was provided with
a E=-17 kit, and standard medical edquipment was carried in the plane,
the five survivors had only onec kit with them when they oscaped
fron the plane, There was a complote lack of nedical supplies in
the area in which thev landed. Again the importance of keeping such
essential goear on.your person is crphasized. Goodwin, K. A. AMMFlc,
points out he was unable to roach his gear even though it was hange
ing directly over his head., ILieutenant Murphy strongly recormends
that all air crewnen wear protective clothing at all times, particul-
erly a flight jacket. His flight jacket was slashed in mgny places
and he belleves it save hin from sericus flesh woundss

Finelly, the old adge "truet the Chinese" bears repeating. It
has been repeatcd tine and tine again, but can not be over-enphasized,
The Guerrillas on Lulchow Peninsula were 100 per-cent friendly and
did all in their power to get these men to safety. Their help was
invaluable, '
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OPERATIONS OF BOMBING SQUADRON 115, JULY, 1944,

VB 115 carried out four long-distance searches on over, -
July, with the eoxception of a 51nglo gector on three diffoc... . )
noking o total of one hundred twonty one scarches during tic i
For the first sixtoen days the secarches radiated to distuucou T 0
five to eight hundred miles from Wakde Island end during the rei.i. dor
Of tho.nonth to soven-fifty end cight~hundrod nmiles from Owi Isluiic,
During the first two woeks boribs werc dropped on secvon b rﬂbtu cul.Liste
ing of cnemy supply and camp arcas and machine-zun positions, with

dannge obsorved in five casos, but after July 19, owing; Tn 2 dhortag
of bombs at Vakde, it was forbiddcn to usc them on rmv Lot Sa
The paragraphs Wthh follow also recuxd the destruction OF i jo
alreraft and the damge brought to a total of fiftcen shi, iu - t .rcts

on nine separate occgsions.

1/7/44 Ensign J, D, GREGORY cxtended his 500-milc sector to inveostige

-ate installations on Songorol Island. Onc run over the island
was made, gliding from 1500 to 1000 feect, Tho pilot rolocsed
threc bombs by pickle from the cockpit which were obs 0?Tp1 to
fall on a group of fiftcon warchouscs with-rctal roofs in
settlement on the west shore of the island, but no upucirlﬂ
results werc obscrved, 1000 rounds of .50 caliber arriunition
woere oxpended in strafinge. No A/A fire roccived,

2/7/L4 Roturning from the for ond of an oight hundred mile‘scarch
* fron Vlakde, Licutenant S, ATWOOD was eruising at 10,000 fent,
threading ﬁls way through towering cumulus clouds, on & cuirse

of 060. The co-pilot, Ensign R, C., SNODDY, sighted an 11 .Y
coming around a cloud at a distance of five miles, at 9500
feet, approaching on a 270 course at a speed af approxi : U.ly

160 knots. Military power of 45 inches of mercury and .-~
RPM was at once applied to the PBLY which gained a speu.

200 knots, After making a climbing turn, the pilot e

first run over the ELILY from its port quarter. The ena.
plane was overrun on this pass, but the bow, ton cnd tail
turrets and the starboard waist gun got in good ™ursts, luock-
ed out the EMILY's top and tall guns, and raked the fuscle e,
Flame and smokoe immcdiately broke out just above the sten in

the fuscelage, suggesting hits on fucl cells in shet are
During the rest of the actlion the fire sproud Llwouvaovnt “lio
fuselage, The port engines also were sot vuwnli: o,

A 90~degrece turn brought the PBAY cguin ovoe o ML,
which meanwhilc went into a straight glide, DIy cutti

throttles, the pilot kept our planec dircetly oa t.. i

quarter, and all guns and en cxcellent torget at :iL’

rangc. By this time the EMILY was burning lUPiUH ;‘_ ST
it was pulled up to a stally; and fell off again, Tho .. .¢:d °
timo it plunged into- the Wgter from about 2000 foot ¢ altivde,
During its last divc, the EMILY oexploded and its wings and tail
asscembly fell offe Only an oil fire remcinced on the water,

11
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OPERATIONS OF BOLBING SQUADRON 115, JULY, 1944 (CONTINUED)

5/1/ bk

Possiblo 7,7 MM firc from the EMILY's starbour:
ggs tho only roturn fire reccived, ATWOOD!s planc ...' "
Te

The EMILY goave cevery appearance of being cormplotely sur-
prised, Its waist hatchos were closed until it had alreid?
been crippled by our first pass., Had its pilot becon alert,
he should certainly have been able to sco the PB4Y during
its oapproach.

Ensign T. R. BARKER was flying the oross log at tho ena of

a 640-milec soetor from Wakde Island at 8000 feoeot ¢lti'wul~ whon
a 300-foot AK({SB) and a 1l00~foot escort gunboat (sac 1rct ¢
ships) werc sighted one mile off Capo Lelai, Holeihow: 1.l ind,
on a coursc of 260 dogrces truc Meading into Knoc Baya. Woithe
er conditions worc favorable, with scattcred 4/10 cunmlus
clouds in the immedlatc area, and a front lying 30 nilcas to
the northeoast,

Six 100# bombs only were available for an attack, as 2 X
500# bombs hed already been cxpeonded on gun positions and
buildings at Mecrir Island, with good rcsults, Two of tho LOOF
boribs could not be fused becausc of dirt in the thrceuds.,

On the first of two runs over the ships at 500 fect, vhrce
bombs were pickled by the pilot with minimum interval, cnc
hitting amidships and the othors feclling necr. Fire broke
out on the bridge after the first strafing burst by the buw
turrct, On the sccond run three norc 100# borbs (two auds)
were dropped but fell short, Both ships were strafecd on bsath
runs.

A lorge explosion was scen and felt from the dircet hic,
and the ship began to burn fiercely. For forty idnutes tlio
fire inoreased, and the crow worc scon to abancon ship by
boats and by jumping overboard. The escort vesscl clso lolt
the sccne and headed into Kaoe Boye

A/A fire, mostly 20mm, from the escort vesscl wis inft 1o
but inaccurate, falling far short. No A/A wce rocc’ Jul
the AK, and no guns scen. No hits werc rocclved o 4

On the same doy, Lioutcnant W, LINDGRuN bombed and sti:ied
cnony machine-gun-positions and the ecaup arco on llerir Th'inde
3 X 500# GP bombs, 4-5 secand dolay fusc, and 2 X 10u; +
also 4»5 second declay were dropped froo low~level cnd LU(0O
rounds of <50 caliber anrmnition wore oxponded in four v,
Slight machinc-gun A/A was obsorvoed,
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6/7/kk Licutenant J, J, COONAN rcported onc 350~foot Fox Trrc
Charlic, one destroyer (probably DE), and onc fl .
(probably a Rufe) et 1245K, throo niles off Cape i-
the entrance to Kaoe Bay Htlmchcra course 160 dogr .o
The PBLY attempted a low-lovel nttgck on the FTC but we«
drivon off by intensc A/A fron the destroyor, Tho plans
circled, climbed to 12,000 fect and dropped 3 X 500F GP
bornbs which missed by 300 feet, The Rufe appecrced from tlo
dirdction of Kanog Bay during the climb but did not intcrccpts

12/7/L4 Liocutonant R. L. WHITE dropped 2 X 500# GP borbs on boarhouse
arca at Sonsorol] Island from 8000 foots Hits werce obgeurveod
in the target arca but rosults werc not krowu,

16/7/L4 Lioutonant J. F. LITTLE sightod a 3GC«LOU-cht frfigx”t
transport (Fox Tare Charlic) accompanied by L00-150-1c
escort gunvoat 15 miles northeast of uior otai Tsj wnd on ¢ ougse
from Halmoherce to Palau, After mancavering tho cscort out
of position, the PBLY madec a low-lovel cttack., Violent
change of course by the ship cocused the planc to sido-slip
in‘order to compcnsate.for the turn of the ship, 2 X 500
GP, 4=5 sccond dclay bombs werc dropped but fell 50 feot
astern becausc of the side-slip, Strafing by all tvrrots
(1100 rounds) scored mony hits and Tircs werc obscrved on
the after deck of tho ship, Tac ship C LU0 to & stop indicite
ing probable danage. Lioutenant R, L. WIHITL droyc;u 2 X 500#
GP boribs on Tobi Island from 9000 feet obtaining hitec onn
warchouse arca,

18/7/4L Ensign P. R. BARKER sightod & 100-foot lugger cnd @100 1 %
stcol coastal vossel ct 03-10N, 127--3L4E, coursc 250, ﬂg_u

12 knots, Four bombing runs werec made at 150 foet. On the fir " 0
runs no boubs were dropped. On the third run a 5004 0
fell 100 feet short and danaged the stoeel ship so t“.;
gtopped dcad in the water and did not again get undocivy: r.
The fourth run was redo on the luggor. A 500% (G L-ﬁ (o ond
delay bonb cxploded 20 fceot off tho port quarter ond scobtisrod
wreckage over a wido aroa, As 2200 rounds of ,50 enlibn:
aruunition werc pourcd into the ships on three norc ctr "1ng
runs, firos werec observed,

21/7/L4 Licutenant W. LINDGREN sighted‘a BAITY ct 07~107, 1)

1430K at 8000 foct, coursc 240, 13 niles cict: ri. L

wes on course 150 dogrecs and closed disterico repic ., wn
nilitery power was applicde Tho plane opened firc ., ¢
yards, at which time ovaslve action had not boown t L

the BETTY, Firc fron the belly, bow and top turec! |

the cockpit and starboard cnginc innediateiy. 500 romiyu of
050 caliber amrmnition caused the Jop plane to go out vi conte
rol in a steep spiral until it-crashed into the son. Evidontl:
the pilot was killed instantly, for at no tirne did the BEIT
burst into flame although the starboard cngine wes sioking.
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OPERATIONS OF BOLBING SQUADROL 115, JULY, 194Le (CONTINU'L)

it Liocutcenant LINDGREN sighted two destroyors of =n' . . vk
Class at 07-00N, 130~00E, course 090 decgreces, spu.y_iﬂ & by
No attack wrs pressed as the plano was low on gasolirz o Uht

anti-cireraft fire from hecvy guns was poderate il alcul'ti e,
On the same day, Licutcnant Coiander He d. ROBINGSGN sighe d
o Tess over Taloud Islcond an attack wos precsscd for twont)
ninutes until the loss of one engine cnd consideruble cloud
cover ccused the attack to be broken offa

22/7/LL Licutonant M, WENNER sighted a 100=foot luggor ot 0¢ -0Ui.
127-25E at 1230K, coursc 180 degrees. 48 no boub: h & noen
carried, tho pilot nede six low-level strafing rouu. Ihony
large fires woro started as 1500 rounds of ,50 ecclivcr -rore
oxpended, A hoavy cloud of black smcke was obscrved ovor the
ship and o0il was burning on the wator alongside, Personncl
worc noticed jupping overboard and the ship was considerocd
sunk,

23/7/&& Licuteonant Pe. J. BRUNILU attackcd o 100-foot lugger ticd up
at a pior in Beo Bayj; Talaud Island. Two low-lovel runs vigcroe
nade and 2 X 500# GP, A-E sceond deley bowubs wore dropped
but nissed by 100 fcote X 100# borb was dropped on the
second run but, becrusc af P defective tall vono, fcll
erratically, srlppod and deriolished a warchousc no r tho ploy,
Seven noroe strafing runs werc ncde cnd two oz plDrLDnS Wore
obecrved rocking the ship badly, Illany sncll fires werc astarto
as 2500 rounds of .50 caliber crrmnition were cxpended. The
bow gunnor wes slightly wounded by A/A nochinc-gun fire

2L/7/LL Bnsign P. R, BiRKER sighted a 100~foot’lugger cnd an 801
trawler tied up to the pior in Beo Bay, Teloud Islund, .
a 50=~foot boat in the Harbor, Throo low-leovel booblung’iuw.
strafing runs weroc node, On the first rua 3 X 3004 GP, /=5
sccond delay bonbs wore dropped, falling on the bouch 50 rcot
short of the target, On tho- sccond run no boibs were dropwcd,
On the third run 2 K 300# GP, 4-5 sceonl delay ~*-bﬂ wer
dropped closc to the ships. lhc conoussion crn ivod the trawe
ler and fire brokec out on the luggor, c:ius Li o ) “iﬁn 4
fall off and a heavy rire to start, 1100 r>uxds »f 40 - .ibe;
arrmnition wure oxpended in cll, darnging BUL L
foo% boat in the harbor.

25/7/h4L Licutenant M. WENNER attecked the sanc g2.p3 ot tlo
Boo Bay, T alaud Island, dropping 5 X 100F and 3 7.
L=5 sceond delay bonmbs froa low altitude., o hito wo
scrved, clthough strafing runs causcd Goinge,.
29/7/b4 Licutenont H. M, DAWES found o 60-foot power boat in Boo ESy,
Toloud Island, and after nmaking one bonbing «nd strafing run
ct low=lcvel, blow it out of tho wator with o dircet hit fron
e X 100# GP bonbs with L-5 sccond dolay fusos , 118
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OPERATIONS OF BOLBING SQUADRON 115, JULY 194) (CONTTNUED)

30/7/L4 Licutenant R. L. VHITE found in Beo Bay, Talcud Le

100=foot stecl lugger and a 70-footbt wooden vassal UL

the pier.  Six bonbing and shtrafing runs wene padae v :
hoad height, INo borbhs weroe av ”wcd on tho rlzal L rl )
but on the third rmun 2 X 300 and 2 X iGLJ (+7 boihg wierc
dropped ond nnde dircct hh 8 on tho wooden vessel, whicli gp_

ploded and was denolish d Two norec strafing runs were fwdo

on the stecl vessel and 1 X 300# G bonb wes drop od, otuSLn@
cnage,’ 48 holes in the p]unr Wor o absuzf,i'w“u, 't returned
to base, nostly botwccn stations 4,0 cnd 0.0, byt oo L

the dariago was Soriolse
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PATROL SOUADRON FIFTY-TWO OPERATIONS DURING JULY 194k
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From 1 July through 16 July Patrol Syucdron Fifty-." o .

based on the U.S.S. ORCA at HUMBOLDT B.Y, HOLL.NDIL., ondc o 5Cr
15 July at WOENDI LAGOON, BI:K, ongaging in night operotlonse
Thesc flights worc of threc types: sScouting on-bohalf of
friendly surfeco forces, anti~shipping nissions,ond PT coop-
cration,

Four scouting or Tomecat nissions were flown, two c ch on tho
nights of 1-2 and 2-3 July. By arrangcnent with ¢ . .mnder

ask Force Seventy Five, two socctors covering the e sporoacho.
to Noenfoor Island weroe soarched the night beforc the 1150T
aftcer the landing thoro, The prinary nission of T o Tatl'08

wes to warn tho cruiser-task forces of the approcst. «f cr2y
surfaco units, Howovoer, 4 X 325# dopth charges wore carriud
for usc agoinst subnarincs., Thesc nissions wore oll wneveusful

Bloven Blackcat nissions were flown-’on which the pluncs werce
arred with 4 X 500# GP boibs, fused, for o 43 sccond deloy.

On thosc nissions tho planes operated clonc, thoir prinary tars-
got being surfacc vegsels of 1000 tons or larger. Ninc of
those flights sonrched the VOGLLEOP erca, concentrating on

tho north coast., On 6 July Liocutenant (Junior Grado) He lePIKE
strafod a barge’ just ofter it hod sought the shelter cof tho
boach at 00-22S, 113-13E (west of MaNOKILRI). The results
werc unobscrved., The noxt night Licutenant (junior grade)

H., S. GRAHAM found a 100-foot barge off C.0’B SiFSAPOR t¢nl hoovi
gstrafed it, It was left down by thoe bow and doad in tho wi Uore
The Bleockeot nissions were otherwise unproductives 4 fow
astrafing rung woerc nade on the jotty ot IIIDDLEBURG ISL.ND,

with no hits, but theso attacks were nede lergely for practice,
The other two Blackeat missions wont to CER.II nnd HAILLILK.,
but no sightings werc made on clther.

Eleven PT cooperation flights weorc nade. On theac the plances
carricd L X 500# GP boumbs with daisy cuttor fusors Tho Hrire
ary rission on those flights was to find targots 1'or the LT
boats, illuninating, strafing and bonblng thoi us appoarcd
practicableés, On the night of 5 July Lioutcnont W, J¢ LPaiTl30N
had loft the PT's with which he had been worilng end hroccaced
to JOP Island in lower GLLLVINK BaY, whon he I uac a 50-tn
lugger just off the southern tip of tho isliné. Br te ti ¢ ho
elinbod to bonbing cltitude tho lugger had ro.chod th o oo
of KORLL BAY, but ho straddlod it with his bonbe, 4la ‘v i
strafing runs on it using his four bow 450%8. Tho Au . "8
probably loft unserviceable, This was tho .only target 7 outed
n&-or thoso flights, Thoy all covored the aron rrou u

fow i )
arine soarch clong tho north ooast of BLL'
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PATROL SQUADRON FIFTY-TWO OPER.TIONS DURING JULY, 194 (CONTILU

S-B-Q-R-E-T
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Beginning 17 July,‘the qnu dron flow *1r—ﬂ~“-roscn“ e
Iron Ustabs WRIGHT, corfiplet. ng a totol of Ll. Doz
period, aboul’one-tLird of i'u ﬂfn?ufunfu PuTLOonIOL

for rosb canp, 80 nost o tnose fllghts weclo iddac uit¢=d_w
two pilots, fuur crow rombors and a pharnacisc's ruto ab
They covered strikes in the CuRal, HalMLdiiRa o fﬂ?ﬁELJK}
those lost missions beine usced on sovernl ocowpi o to
port porsonncl and nmeil hotweousn the baso ond 0. ;J.;nﬁ
MADJT. : On 20 Julylioubtonont (iunior grade) . L )
effocted tho only re3zae nado during lhl ' [ MLE
orblting at ROON ToulND whewn he nasard thot h 325 1 i Yy 11
pie tho souhh ¢oaio. 0% 6L & SR : iy ol DTG '

b
gl o
L
ke
I

[ ....l'

g poriod..

T = 4 —y v
LLiJd l;f} Jf'.""

plcked up tho pilot and wwes oW 2Uniers, tno. only .ur:il v
Tho ldﬂulﬂb and take olff wora wichownt incident, Tho threcd
survivors wero Tiuayai oy tho #hayvpoeclist ' ] : Al
plane was Tu.”ll U0 basoe O S0 daiys - Llonkenns
(JIMIlJr grade hc iggﬁliiuj"Chﬁ Uloa if pecgatlstot i
thc “1r—wusj'um station on Ll afiBial,. boack o O 2%
D*URUI 5, and brought hiin back to the WRIGHT for hospitol
zhtlon, Licuteaans {(jwrlor grade) McPIKE wes dirccted to
rimke the ﬁrﬂ“‘rg wirlic ho was orbiting s o roscuoe pliho &

i
r
A\ -IOO]__ T KT 1. At Apneandt A amar rpr e o ' 4 B
NOJ J.:E' | -».I..plll'-'.f..- b --_"_'-"4. o it oad LU i L A ) B [P e Todl 1 IE S 1 1 R L

-y - ] . 4 " et n LAl .I..r
sl ny s } * MLNE v i | L ' b ' e

[ ] Tl -l

a speecial n;x:fn Loy & nissing hez ﬂzf;f; ing in

W I+ Mo EEs Janyrl on cadade, el T LS LR AT 1
tl'\--}n Wlt... i.j"'-r'_r'-' - ! ._|.'!...LJI..I .:.i-"1'.L__ 'Jf.. o .11.'...4.1.”"_.-" .'.'I"‘ 2_]_ P,Jrn,;] \ i
Sovoral times GQuiiag tho day an unknown svaftion celled ot
voleo roadio saying it wes Carnation 10 (e call used by

roscue plancs at ono tiuo) and that it had pickoed up tho

gurvivors of the crash, The station was obwiously F;“;;L.
Floot lights which Licutcnant (junior ;”'.1“11,.01 OLSON ana &
B=24's investigated, were bolieved to hmve bcen an onc

T % o = o ol - . it = fl e 1 L = 1 - -—.‘
doaov NO sigu 0f d=T1Ev.S wag over found, ©Ln tho ni~%.
~ ~ A [ T A i PR, - tra : . T 4 o :

“ »;.J...." Ot J Ui 1" i "-‘j_"-"..-'..u 'n.... S0 e i- Vil ) !u.'nr"u lll‘:lil[a"tll;',l'-tlf.l\.
nql el . g 1: ] ¥ oy o5 i g 1 s T 'l:.- r
oL, u.:r‘...r..'x- f]’ f't.: 1.].L.". _.Jil L) _,.._J.ﬁj ._-|':..I.,1 P_I, s WO g ‘{.J' .,[.L
V57 ¥ da " 1 4 -l " 1 y o N 1 v A * 1
oporasional f1light otheor than thoe roscuo flssisnc ido

during tvhe neriod,
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VP 33 OPER..TIONS DURING JULY. 194l .

S=L=C=R=l=T

i

During the first two wocks of July VP 33 cireraft wvrb ot =1e 188
et Sancral while crows conplotod thoir rest period and at IHuwub
Bay where L5 cir-scc roscue uissions were flown. On 16 auly Gl
ron roved to Los Nogros cnd flew 35 negative patrols and six ..ur
roscuc nissions,

The rescuc nissipons scved o B=R5 crew cnd two .-R20 crcis,
About 1300K 14 July o Cotolina flown by Lioutcnant (junior radc)
Ge Use FLVORITE and co=-piloted by Lieutcenant (junior gr:ﬂw) SR
RELEVES, II, landed only cight rileos frow Cope Lili, Holialoxo, o
plckud up ﬁll gix nenboers of the B-25 crew. On the way n. 0 M
another roscue inission the sapie Catalina ;-1*cw gizhted apy. wsd oy
ton Jepconese cttenpbing to escape by boat froir Cape D'Wrvlil.: , o ich
Now Guinca, strafed the boat and killed 3/ of tho cnony.

-t

Licutonont (junior grade) J. Re ZUBLUR, also flying o roscuc
Liission, spotted two sinll cnony shipu off the wost const of Bia.
He cklled in his fightcr cover, U, S, arny P-38Ys, who destroyot the
vossels by low~altitude struilng¢

VP 3L OPERATIONS FOR JULY. 19)k,

During the month of July, VP 34's plancs flow 8l day sorrchos
(21l negative) fron Socﬂﬂlcr Herbor, tﬁbr“¢dg 7C5.8 hours, anfl 2!
Blackent petrols fron Woendi, totnlling 338.3 hours. Tho Pirot
night patrol began 17 July,

™

Pour of the potrols during July ongaged the enecny in coetion:

21/7/ bk

le i Catalina, connandod by Licutenont N, L, DAXTON, was on
search rission in North Helnahora on 21 July 1944, «bou*
Ol00K it entored Knoc Buy frow the east side ond, aftor
invcutig1ting radar indications which provod %o be s.ill
islands, prococoded nlong the’shore in ¢ northoast.rly Cir.
cction, The night was cleor, but thore: w'w no o L‘ i
the plane passed Vesile Tan (D19 Qo 1o T29° 530" i vsh
waeist lookouts saw a ship anchored 1/8 Lllf ¥ i gl Pt 1 0 T
facing oast. The planc innedievely cireluwd towi.rd i
target and ;mde o bow-to-storn run, ¢ wfiencins ut i Le
titude of 600 feot and passing 200 foot over the o Y. R
T he intervaloneter foiled to funetion.and no hH ik
i seeond run of the scme-charactor was rede fron pors
quertor to starboard bow, dropping four EOU“PJHEL %y
by cnorgency rclecso, The first two foll 150 feob off
tho port quartor and tho second twe landed 150 fbub S
starboard bow,

o
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VP 3L OPERATIONS FCOR JULY, 1944 (CONTINUED),

e

No anti~aireraft fire was received from ship or shore insislla=
tions during these attacks, although lights were observed b. lnk:
ing from Wasile Town nearby, The darkness preventec ' .. T
estimate of the size and class of this ship, but “ne . . -
states that it appeared to be ebout 300 feet long. Iv ... ..
lieved to have been a medium freighter-transport of about ...00
tons, No damage was noted.

23/7/L4

2« On the night of 23 July Lieutenant (junior grede) R. Vs
BALL's PBY sent in a contact report from Cape Lolco in
Keoe Bay, North Holmahera, indicuting that he was & ..
ing a terget. Garbled radio transmissions, weuk i /..l .,
were picked up from this plane as long &s an hour .G . werter
later by another Blackcat, then ceased. There hos been Ro
further clue as the fate of this missing plane.

30/7/ Lk

3, Lieutenant (junior grade) J. F. BiLL was flying a patrol

of the Amboina = Ceram area on the night of 30 July 1944.
Entering Piroo Bay from the north at 0200K, the plone siented
and strafed a three-masted schooner, with unobserved rcsulb:.
It then proceeded toward Amboine and took up & southwesterly
course five miles off the north coast, ‘A small lugger woo
sighted at 0R50K, in position 03° 30' S, 128° 06! E, and thoe
pilot put the aireraft into a glide preparaetory to a giral.-
ing attack., At that moment the radar operator reported

three indications at two to three miles off thc port boum.
The attack on the lugger wes immodiately discontinucd, -r- % .
pilot circled to epproach the ships into the qwoon, whicli

was setting along the western horizon, AT one mile a lex
ship’with e long superstructure could boe scen’in the nool.-
path, travelling slowly on coursc 070 degrecs, ..An cgcory

was scen a mile astern, with two morc located z mlile cuq Ono
mile off its starboard bow, At the scmo time thc cacort
closest to the morchantman opencd up with o fow roundg of
inacourate maochine-gun Tirc which soon ccased,

Commencing its run from cn altitude of 600 fcot, the
planc passed ovor the large ship from bow to stern ond
dropped four 500-pound bombs Irom 200 foct at & speod of
120 knots, with tho intorvelometer sot for 4O focu, a0
knots, The lookouts in thc waist clearly observed ¢l
four bombs hit the ship on or ncar the superatructurac,
followed in a fow seconds, by & huge explosion which roicicd
high over the shipe. Throughout tho attack no firc was

dircetod at the plance
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VP 3L OPERATIONS FOR JULY. 1944 . (CONTINUZD)

The pilot made a wide circle and returncd to the seduc.
arriving at the oxact spot in which the attack had L1 (
about five minutes ago, Tho only sign of tho ship
frothing cirecle on thec sesa, with largce bubblcs ¢.uphd
the surface, The radar onorator at this time picicd up
throc smoll indications locatced relatively in the provious
positions of tho three oscorts. The planc thon loit the
aroa, roceiving further light inaccuratc machinc-:nn fire
from one of the escorts as it departoed,

Several crow members, including the pilot cnd cu-nilot,
werc able to observe the salicent featurcs of the ven-
vessoel in the moonlight, and positively identify i
L000 - 6000 - ton transport (Tarc Baker Two Stoek: ).
transport was considercd sunke

31/7/L4

Le On the night of July 1944, Licutcnant N L, PAATON, 53
in command of o Catclina scarching the north coast of Koo
Islend, onc of the Soola Group located in the south liolucce
Sca. The night was clear, with a 3/4 moon, no clouds, onc
visibility in cxccss of ton milos. At epproximetcly 02002
while procceding on a westorly coursc and carcfully scerchiliy
the shoreclinc,‘the pilot saw an cscort vessol, belioved tu Lo
of the DE type, lying in a smell cove, at position 01° L9' 8,
1259 30t E, The pilot made & completc right-hand circic Vo
put the plane in position for o run into the moon-path, t!
moon at the time boing about 40P cbove the westorn horiwzo
While cireling, the crow sighted two additional vegsele in
the cove, a large freighter-transport and & sceond esnr.t
Tho ships wore spacod at intervals of # mile, with tho
merchantmen in the center, cpproximetcly z milc off sherc.

U

L =t
oW A N '

The plane commenced its run at an altitude of 690 foot,
distancc 1% miles, gliding to 200 fcot and dropning Four 599
pound‘bo bs with L~5 sccond delay fuscs ¢t & spocd of ®110
knots, with the intorvclometer sot for 40 foot, 100 knots.
The run was perpendiculor to tho port beamas ALl Hhrco TOIL0 1S
opcned firc a fow scconds prior to tho drop with raeclkino
guns and 20 or 40mm cannon = &n egtimntod ton gune in -l
This fire continucd as tho planc retiroed over o nuer -0 loud to
the wost, and coased at a distancc of ono milc.

The bomb drops wore plainly observed by moemberi of
erow in the waist towere Onc hit about 30-40 foot rliIv
of the port beam; two bombs struck thc suporstructurc ¢ nd
oxploded; and the fourth landcd ¢ fow fcet off the staxe-
bocrd beam., Ag thoe planc mado & wide cirelo and headod
oost, two large fires could be scon in U ho smperstructurc,

124




S-I-C-R-E-T ® |

VP 34 OPERATIONS FOR JULY, 194k ,(CONTINUED)

Hoavy damagc was rcceived from the anti-afreraft £iros

A sholl oxploded in the loading cdgc of tho storsory ;
tho starboard ailcron control cablc wi.s SCVOIL ! :
propcllor, and both wing pcnels wore holod; nd tiic i

was dentod by shrapncl. Becausc the condition of thc wiinz.IU

it was not doemed advisable to rcmein in thoe arca to

observe further offeets of the attoeke The stote OF tho fircs
which werec blazing-cmidships when tuc ploanc loft ©To.c SCCHC
indicates, howcver, that the ship probably stnk.

The bright moonlight provided an cxecllont oppor Lunit;?
for cstimoting the class and sizc of the vossol cth-e 0.
Tt is bolicved to hove boen a 7000-8500-ton frole.
transport (Fox Terc able), having tho charccterigtio
thet class: Large superstructurc and four scis of gotl-
PO StSe
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~ Bombing Scuadron 1ll5's PB4Ys flew 136 patrols from Owl Island
during the nonth of August. On 19 August Southwest Pacific Search
Plan "Easy" was put into operation. The old plan "Charlie" had called
for four PBLY searches out of Owi each day; two sectors for a distance
of 750 miles from Owi and two for 800 milesj and a special Sector
Love, included in the search made by the plane assigned to Sector 1
and covering the area to the northwest of Halmahera. Plan "Easy"
increased the number of PBLY searches to ten, all originating from
Owi, To search this expanded area, VB~1l0l was shifted to Owi and
shared the new search sectors with VB=-115,

The bomb lcoad on the 750 and 800 mile sectors was three 300~
pound and five 100-pound GP L-to=~5 second delay bombs. On the 1000
mile sector, the search-plane loaded only the five 100=-pound bombs.,

For the shorter sectors, 2800 gallons of gasoline were carried; for
the 1000-mile searches, 3200 gallons,

~VB-115 planes reported sightings on 18 of the. 31 days covered
in this suwmary,

1/8/L4  ENSIGN P.R. B.RKER, USN, and his PB4Y crew sighted three
unidentified single=engine planes off Davao Gulf, Mindanao,
at 06-00 and 126=50E at 1205/K on a course of 150 degrees

true, Later, at 1R45/K, the airmen sighted another un-
identified piane at Oﬁ—iUN and 128-~00F on a course of 090

degrees true,

2/8/4)  LIWUTEN.NT R.L. VHITE, USNR, attacked two small coastal
1 vessels at Tobi Island at 1245/K., The bombing was from 9000
i feet, as a power=-su»ply failure made the turrets inoperative
and thus prevented an attack from lower altitude. On the
second of eight runs two 100-pound bombs missed only 10 to

15 feet, During the seventh run one 300=-pound and two 100~
pound bombs were released and a direct hit blasted a probable

warchouse on the beach about 50 feet from the vessels, A

300=~npound bomb dropped on the first run and a 300=pound bomb
and a 100-pound bcmb dropped on the eighth run were all misses.

4/8/LL  ENSIGN P,R, BARKER, USN, flying a scheduled 800-mile search
from Owli Island, sighted an eneny convoy at 1032/K at
07-10N, 131-4O0E, moving on a course of 070 degrees true at
an egtimated speed of 15 knots: The convoy consisted of one
5000=ton freighter (Fox Baker),,two 80-foot stacke-aft vessels
(Sugar Charlies), and three gunboats, two about 125 feet long,
and one about 175 feet long. The PBLY made one bombing and
strafing run on the freighter from 400 feet and dumpe® the
entire load of five 100-pound bombs and three 300=pound
bombs at the target. The bombs pickled by the pilot at

-1-
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minimum spacing, fell into the water just aft of the
freighterts stern. No danage was seen,

Under operational instructions from the 308th Bonb Wing,
Fifth Air Force, to shadow the convoy as long as fuel would {0
pernit. the F3LYV circled the enemy ships until 1215/K, then ol
nede five morec strafing runs. The first two attacks were {
on the Fox Bakcr and third and fourth on the two Sugar 4
Charlies and the fifth on both the Fox Baker and the Sugar ¢
Charlies., Two Sugar Cnarlies were fired and one of themn !
blased fiercely. They were still burning when the plane

left the area at 1235/X.
A total of 2700 rounds of .50 caliber machine-gun fire was
expended in strafing. Light and mediun aati-~aircraft fire
was intense and fairly accurate, mostly frcm the escorting
gunboats., Shrapnel from a cldse 4O0mm burst hit the port
horizontal stabilizer just aft of the forward .12ain spar and
danaged seven ribs, put one hole in the logldiang edgo of the .
stablilizer, and another hole in the cowling of the Number
g engine. The Patsu Unit, however, was able to repair all

CIAEE o

8/8/4L  LIEUTEM.NT H.M, D.WES, USNR, scarching a 1000-mile sector
from Owli Island, sighted at ll}EﬂK an eneny destroyecr at
08-00N, 129-05E, sailing on a course of 060 degrecs true i
at an estinated 15 knots. Intense hceovy antiaircraft fire M
prevented the plane from attacking the warship. i

9/8/LL At 1345/K from 8000 feet a PBLY piloted by LIFUTENANT VI,
LINDGREN, USNR, spotted a 150-foot freighter transport tied
up at a small pier in Beo Bay, Talaud Islands, during the
return leg of a 750-nile scarch from Owl Island.

Thc bomber made two horizontal runs at 7000 feet with the
Norden sight, On the first run a 100-pound bornb and a 300=
pound bomb overshot without damage. In the second attack
one of the three 100-pound bombs dropped was a near miss,
Then the PBLY let down to 200 fcet and made two bombing and |
strafing runs, using the Gale sight. The two 300-pound boubs i
releaced on the first of these runs and the 100~pound bomb ’
released on the second run all fell long, did no danagc.
Stafing during the two low=level attacks used up 2000 rounds
of .50 caliber machine=gun amaunition.

The plane drew noderate light .:achine-gun fire from the ship
during the first of thc low-level runs, but this fire was
silanced by the time the second run was nmade. \There vias ho
damage to the aircraft,

» 2 -
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12/8/4L

lk/ 8/LL

15/8/L4

LIEUTEN.NT J.J. COON.N, US in commend of a PB4LY on a
1000=-milc search, aighfcd a 100-foot armed stoel trawler ab
1220/K at 08-00N, 129-40E, hexding on a course of 120
degrees true. The trawler was beliecved to be on anti-
submarine patrol, as it carried several-depth charges aft

on the deck, A shiclded gun on thc bow, two riore at the
bridgec amidships, and fourth on thc stern also werc notcd,

Eight bombs werec dropped in six low=-level attacks but all
nissed. Strafing danage, howover, causcd the trawlcr to
lose speed and trail oll, Light anti-alrcraft fire was
nmoderate but inaccuratc, and the PBLY was not hit.

LIEUTENANT (Junior grade) G.M, MONROE, USNR, strafed a 100
foot coastal vessel off Boo Village, Talaud, but the bombs

falled to release., The PBLY drcw moderate light antie
alrcraft fire from two positions near the village pier but
was not damaged, Two dereclicts were sccen north of the Pier,.

On a 1000-mile search from Owi Island, LIFUTENINT R.H. :
FAGERLAND, USNR, and his PBLY crew sightcd a Betty at 1250ﬁ(,
15 niles away fron the PBLY and flying toward Davao from
07-4L0N, 128-~30E, at an altitude of 5000 feet, A 3000=foot
altitude advantage cnabled the PBLY to overtuke thc Betty
during a 15 minate chasc. 'hen the range was c¢losed to two
niles, the ene.y plane cane about in a2 tight eirele, fired

a few inaccuratc bursts with i1ts bow 20mn gun, and passed
imnediately under the PB4Y, Thc PBLT's belly turret, which
had been left retracted to galn speed during the pursuit,
could not be lowercd in tine to fire, but the bow, port
wailst, and tall guns got in short burst®, Many traccrs were
scen to entcr the enciay plane but avpparcntly the Betty was
not secriously damaged. After pessing under thc PBLY, the

Betty entcred a cloud in a Glil'.lbiﬂ% turn. The PBLY pursued
but was unable to gain, and the action was broken off.

LIEUTENNT (Junior grade) G. M. MONROE, USNR, took off from
owi at 1230/K on a special search of the area west and sowth

of Halmahera Islend for a VP-34 Blackecat nissing from ni%ht
patrol. Visibility was good, but a search west to 126-006E
along the Bquator and around the soubhern tip of Halmahora
at 2n altitude of 700 fect revealed no s:gh of the missing
lane. Many eneny barzes, however, were sighted anong the
slands west of Falnahera,

A PBLY comranded by LITUTEN:NT J.E. LITTIE, USNR, at 1035/K
sighted an unidentified two-engine aircrart 15 niles away

at 03=27, 130=32E, at an altitude of 6500 feet, Tho plane
entered ciouds and contactcwas broken,

% 3w
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17/8/L4 4t 1415/K during a 756-nile search out of Owi, LIEUTEN.NT M,
VVENNER, USNR, and the crew of his PBLY sighted one Natorl
Class iight cruiser and two modern destroyers at 09=50N,
130-508E, advancing at 25 knots on a course of 060 degrees
true., The warships swung at once into violent cvasive
naneuvers, with the destroyers kecping formation on the
cruiser, The PB4Y shadowed fthe enemy force ior 45 minutes
at a distance of three to four miles and an altitude of 5000
feet, despite intense hecavy anti-aircraft firec, nainly fron
the light cruiser, which appeared enveloped in flame at eadh
salvo, The shells burst short, below, and behind the PB4Y,

19/8/4), LIEUTEN.NT R.H. FAGERLAND, USNR, flying at 8000 feet in Sector
9, sighted an unidentified fighter at 1300/K, 3 niles away
on opnosite course at 07~00N, 133-55E, No attack was pressed.

COMMANDER J3R. CCOMPTON, USN, squadron cormanding officcr,
searched Sector 1 over Halmahera and OCelcbes and observed
nany eneny ships in the area as well as barges concentrated
arjong the islands in the viecinity of Makian Island, After
crossing the Molucca Passage, Cormiander Comnpton saw a 1000-
ton auxiliiry schooner in the Belang Bay area of Celebes,

In a level run at 8000 feet, one 300-nound bomb anc four
100=pound boribs nissed the vessel by 150 feet., Thc PBRLY
thcn flew on to imoerang Bay, Celebes, and made o low level
attack on a groun of small AKs at the Amoerang Pier and in
the inner harbor. One’of two 300=-pound boibs dropped frmm
150 feet on a bean run, landed close astern of a 3500-ton
freighter transort anchored near the pler and danaged the
ship., Strafing caused nore danagc to the freighter transport
and started snall fires aboard one of two Sug.r Charlies
nearbys .. second freichter transport, not scen before the
attack, sent up iicager, inaccuratce 20mm fire. Anothcecr 100e
pound bomb dropped in g low-level attack on a third Suger
Charlie'underway ncar. the mouth of the harbor was a close
nlss astern, but demage wa:c not obscrved. This ship was:
strafed in four tore runs, and when the PBLY pulled away, the
Sug.r Charlie's gunwales were awash, A nouent later the fail
gunner reported that the Suger Charlie had sunk, The PBLY
drew mecager, inaccurate fire from one nachine-gun anidships
on the Sugar Charliec,

20/8/LL LIEUTEN.NT=-CO!ILNTER HIE, ROBINSON, USNR, sighted two 80«foot
schooncrs at the southeast tip of éiaoe, Sangihc Islands, at
1140/K and fropped two 100-pound bombs on cach sheooner,
~One ship blazed brightly and was beached, iAn unidentified
two=-cngined airceraft, probably a transport, was scen flying
at 3000 fcet over Sinoce on a morthwest coursc but dise-
appeared in the clouds shortly afterword, Possible Ship-
building ways were obscrved at Hoelocsiaoe,
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21/8/44 LIEUTEN.NT E.F.K. JENNINGS, USNR, and his crew sighted three

200--foot AKs and 16 smaller vessecls in Anocerang Bay, Celebes;
a 250~foot escort ship at 0l-15N, 124~10E on a coursec of

70 degrecs; a 200~foot AK and several smallcr vessels in
Menado H-rbor, Celcbes; a 300~foot 4K, o R00~foot AK, 3
stack~aft vessels and 3 barges in Lembeh Strait, Celebes;
and many sm2ll craft scattored along the north coast of
Celcbes, The nen also observed a new 5000=foot atrstri

with construction of thc runway,  taxiways, and dispersa
arccs nearly complete, at Sidate, Celebes, but saw no
Elrgraid,

ENSIGN P.R, B.RKER, USN, spotted three stack-aft-messels ==
two 150~Toot Sugar Bakcrs and one Sugar Charlie -- off the
southwest end or Siargac Island, Phidippine Islands, on a
course oI 300 degrecs, Because the PBLY!s gasoline was
running low, no attack was nade.

LIEUTEN.NT H.M. DAWES, USNR, sighted two snall ,Xs near
the roadstead west of Garreru Island, Palau, and ene 3000-
ton AK beachcd on the east side of Ngaruangl Reef, Palau,

Two silver fighters, probably Tojos, attackecd the PBLY flown
by LIEUTEN.NT W.B, G..RRISON, USNR, at 1000/K 4O niles west
of Balau. The two fighters were first sight¢d at 9000 feet
two milesawar” on a course of 90 dogreces true, while the FPBLY
was hcading 345 degrecs true at 8000 feet., The PBLY nade
diving turns and headed for cloud cover, but with a 1000~
foot altitude advantage the eneny fighters quickly closed

on the FBLY fron two-otclock above, The fighters then
pressed five attacks, mainly fron ten to two o'clock above,
passed under the PBLY to either side, and rolled away with-
out observed firing. The PB4Y's dock turret could fire ohly
a few bricf hand-fed bursts because the armunition belting
was defective, The belly, tail, and nort waist guns appeared
to hit one of the fighters as it rolled and passecd below,
Black smoke streamed bricfly from its engine, One of the
fightors then stayed at 2500 to 3000 feet at four 0feclock
while thc other nade a level attack from six otclock but
fired inaccuratcly., Both fightcrs scored a 20rm hit in the
aftcr station beforec the PBLY rcached cloud cover. RElevator
and rudder control cables on the side were shot away by the
burst, and both pilots had to struggle hard to kecp the
plane from whipping into an uncontrolled s»in until JMMle
A.J+ PRYBiAL, USNR, ingeniously improvised straps and fittings
for the cables from energency stowage fixtures. Vhen theo
PB4Y emerged from the cloud a few ninutes later, the crew
gfgliz.:.pscg: onc of the fighters astern, but no further attacks
were riade,.
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23/8/L

2L/ 8/l

LIEUTENNT (Junlor grade) G.M. MONROE, USNR, made low-level
bombing and strafing runs on three:1l00-foot schooners anchore
off the west shore of Siaoe Island, but damage was unde=
ternined despite several ncar nisses., The PBAY returned to
Owi on threoe engines after the propellcr governor of Number

2 engine stuck,

Two nearly black Oscars intorcepted the PBLY under cormand
of LIEUTEN..NT W. LINDGREN, USNR, at 1345/K at 06+00N,
135«-00E, approximately 90 miles south of Palau, One Oscar
renained out of mange at four ofclock above, while the other
Oscar nade two passes out of the sun, The fighter started
its attack from twelve ot'clock high above, passed on the
port quarter, then swung up to make'a second overhead run
fron six o'clock high above, On the first run a 20m ex-
plosiwn knocked out tho Number 1 engine and causcd a snall
fire that burned an 8-inch hole in the lower flap surface,
On the second run a 20mm shell burst in the after station
and several 7,7mm bullcts holed the fuselage at the wing
roots, The PB4Y slipped into cloud cover shortly thereafter
and thc attack was broken off, As the Number 1 engine's
propeller could not be feathered, fuel consupption:was
excessive., ./lthough boumbs, amnunition, waist guns, and
niscellaneous loose gear were jottisoned, therec were only

BE gallons of gasoline left when the planc finally landed
at Oowi,

On a-1000~mile search across Celebes, LIEUTENNT J.J. COONAN,
USNR, and his crow found fiwe stack-aft ships, two freighter
transports, and 20 barges in /moerang Harbor., Fron 8000 feeb
the PB4Y ained two 100-pound bombd@ at the dock freighter
transport, The bombs fell 30 feet wide without observed
damage. Meager, inaccurate nediun antiaireraft fire was
receilved fror the-ship, In Lembeh Strait-the patrol noted
one Fox Tare Able, five Fox Tare Charlics, ten Sugar Charlies
and many barges, and off Lembeh Island, a Fox Tare Baker °
escorted on & course of 240 degrees true by 2 DE and a Zeke,
The Zeke did not attack, One large unidentificd ship and
four snaller ones were reportcd passing throuch Bangka
Strait. An unidentified planc was scen at Langoan Ficld

and consideraple activity noted at the Sidage airstrip.

The PB4LY found no convoy in this area,

LIEUTEN.NT A.P. .ANDERSON, USNR, nade a special scarch of
Scotor 2, from 0305/K to 1347/K; for a convoy reported
moving from Zamboanga, Mindanao, to Menado, Celebes,



7/8/L4 Returning at 8000 feet from a 1000-mile search to thr 2ol -
Sea, LIEUTENANT R,L., WHITE, USNR, and his EFB4Y C.L3 Leh o

SUIEMG_ ‘-I"-T
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at 290 knots Jas from a low—level attack on a 120-foot uear
Charlie seen entering Amoerang Bay. During the Hﬂ}i?i“” the
PB4LY drew 4Omm fire from the bow of the Sugar Chaviie 7 .G
12,7mm from amidships. Twelve to fifteen 40mm bursts ..l lowed

the plane by 100-~150 feet, but one 1l2,7mm slug set fire o
t e ammunition box in the bow turret and another holed =whe
port wing outboard of the Number 1 engine before strafing
knocked out the ship's machine guns, Failure of the creep
lock on the bomb bay door »revented release of the bombs-

by the pilot's pickle, After the lock had been adjusted,
one 100--pound GP bomb was released from 150 feet in a test
run on a 60~foot schooner nearby. The bomb overshot 20
feet and did no vislible damage, The PBLY then strafed

and riddled the schooner and three 30-foot sailboats in the

vieinity,

The attack then shifted to a 150-foot freighter Transport
heading into Amoerang Bay at 5 knots., On the first of two
beam-on bombing and utldfiﬂb runs from 150 feet, two 100«
pound GP bombs, pickled by the pilot at minimum 1nterval
straddled the Shlp. On the second run the fir:-t 100~ pound
GP bomb hit amidships at the waterline, and the second 100~
pound bomb fell long. The ship was throoughly strafed on
both runs., The freighter's after hatch was covered with
canvas and the forward section thatched with palm branches,
No antiaircraft fire was received and there wa. no &ggn of
life on deck, As the PB4Y finally pulled away, the ship
was dead in the water and burning.

27/8/LL TNSIGN J.D. GREGORY, USN, sighted an enemy destroyer speeding
at 20 knots at 10-15N, 130-17E, on a course of 285 degrees
true., At 8000 feet and three miles away the PBLY drew
falrly accurate heavy antiaireraft fire but was not dmmaged,

28/8/LL, LITUTENANT H.,M, DAVES, USNR, and his crew observed one
destroyer and one small freighter transport aground at
Ngaruangl Reef, Palau, and one gunboat and ohe Sugar
Baker anchored off the east shore of Kayangel Island, Pal au,
An Asenhip Class destroyer was seen heading at 20 knots on
a course of 160 degrees true in Kossol Passage,

Two olive~brown Oscars approached a PBLY flown b LIEUTENANT
P.J. BRUNEAU, USNR, as it crossed at 8000 feet over the line
of the lower Sangihe Islands on the outbound leg of a 1000
mile search sector. As there was no cloud cover, Lieutenant
Bruneau pushed his plane into a fast glide, but the Oscars
wasily overtook the PBLY at 10-15N, 130-17E. One fighter
started a high overhead run from ten o'clock andthe other
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29/8/ L

an a similar run from one o'clock, Before the fighters
§ closed to effcoctive range, the PB&Y'S top turret fired
shor+ burgte 2l the Pilohsers turned aside, The (Oscars

gtunted out o2 range Jor « few minutes, then leftT,

~R-E-I

LIBUTYMANT W, LINDIREN, US8D, =ud his PBLY crewmen were
1ntuvoupuua av UMJJ feoct by Lhrse d1f1, olive-brown (Oscars
west of Lembeh Stralt, uLLOJDS, at 100/K., The Oscars,
approaching from the directicn of Mapanget Airfield with an
altitude advencage of 2000 fcet, made several half<hearted
runs., ILieutenant Lindgren ﬁlV“d the plane toward the water
at the first contact to counter possible overhead attacks,
Fire from the PBLY?s turrets effectively discouraged the
fighters- gunnery runs. FEach Oscar, however, apparently
carried four phoajhorua bombs and the eneny fl chters seemed
more interested in dropping these bombs than in shooting.
The bombs were releascd from 500- to 1000 feet above, mainly
during overtaking runs from astern or from either quarter,
though two or thrce were dropped in runs from ten ot'clock
to two o'clock, At lecast two of the dozen bombs would

have hit the PBAY had it not been skidded violently. TFor
the most part, the Oscar pilots scemed inexperienced and
lacking in coordinated tactics, After about &$en minutes!
contact with the PBLY, onc of the Oscars suddenly disappeared.
PBLY crewmen in the aftor stations reported seeing a large
splash and smoke, possibly accounting for the missing
Oscar, Thce other two fighters did not break off from the
PB4Y for half an hour, The PBLY escaped untouched from the
combat,

The only ship obscrved in Lembeh Strait during this search
was an Itsukushima Class linelayer, which threw up a few
rounds of lilnaccuratec heavy antiaircraft fire.

Flying North along the eastcrn coast of KMindanao at 1145/K
LIEUTINANT COMUANDER H.E, ROBINSON, USNR, and his PBLY crew
sighted from 7000 feet 11 small wvessels (Sugar Charlies and
Sugar Dogs) six miles away at 08-10N, 126-30E, at 1145/K.
The convoy was heading south a half-milc off shorec at a speed
of five knots, Nine ships were in linc astern and two
maneuvered individvally. Two level bombing runs with the
Nord#en sight were made at 7000 feet. Three 100-pound GP
bombs, armed in thc plane with instantaneous fuses, were
salvoed on the lead ship, a Sugar Charlie, All thrce bombs
werc ncar misses at the bow, On the second run, the tw
remaining 100=-pound bombs were aimed in salvo at the f ourth
and fifh ship in the line. Both bombs straddled the fourth

ship but caused no visible daunage,
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The PBLY L-ik'm on thce first shl vhich had lost headway,
and stre E‘.—t--_*_._;n POUD NS W";re’ke out, and the ship
regained scpe headway and susoiad To 1d the -beach, When
last seen, it was still swiw’uy. Meauehlle, the other

ships had changed course anc Swang 1a toward the shore,

Fourtcen miles farther nort:, the PBLY crew sighted an 80=-
foot lugger and strafed it six times. <Some of the cargo on
deck burncd readily @dring the strafing. Vhen the PBLY
finally broke off the attack, the lugger was burning fiercely
and sinking, and bodies of the crew could be seen in the
water,

The only antiaireraft fire encountered during the mission
were meager light machinegun bursts from the forward side of
the lecad ship in the eonvoy.

VB-101 OPERATIONS DURING AUGUST, 1944

PBLY's from Bombing Squadron 10l covered fully five search
sectors of 800 to 1000 miles from Mokerang Alrfiecld, Los Negros,
each day from 1 August through 18 August. For the most part the
sectors were quiet, but bombing and strafing of Jap installations in
the sectors occasionally relieved the monotony of negative searches.
Fais Island was bombed seven times and strafed fourq and Ngulu was
attacked twice,

on 19 August, after. completing five search missions from
los Negros the day before, VB-10l began operating from Owi Island
and sharing the new Plan "Easy" searches with VB-1l5 ., During these
searchos VB-101 planes sighted 22 enemy warships, 1 hospital ship,
38 freighter transports, 67 Sugar Ch.rlics and Sugar Dogs, 8 luggers,
and threce large sailing vessels., From 19 August to 31 August VB=-101
aircraft flew 65 search missions from Owi. Twanty-seven of these
searches covered 800-mile sectors, 22 were fromlOOO miles, 1l for
850 miles, and 5 for 750 miles, Among the 22 enemy warships-
gpotted were nine destroyers or DEs, 1 minelayer, 3 gunboats, 1
Toshima Class minclayer, and 8 armed launches, The hospital ship
Fuso Maru was sighted procceding into Palau on 25 August.

As a result of VB-101l attacks during this Owi period, one
Sugar Charlie was sunk and five luggers, one barge, and two large
sailing vessels werc scriously damaged. Threc times cneny fighters
intercevted the PBLYS., On two occasions the interceptors were two
7ekes and on the third occasion, two Zekes plus two Hamps., None of
the flghters showed any desire to punch ho.ic its attacks., An :
Enily was chased for 20 minutes before it eacaped into cloud cover,
Three V-1s and six Rufes also werc sighted but only at a distance,

Herc is the narrative of the squadrods action during August:

1/8/LL,  The PBLY flovm by LIEUTENANT A.Y. BELLSEY, USNR, unloaded
five 100-pound bombs on Angaur Island, Paiau, with unreported

rosults., Four Hamvs chascd the PBLY but would not press an
attack, This uwnwillingness to closc and kill also marked
Jap intorception in subscquent strikes. When LIEUTENANT

My 3 8 3
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10/8/Lk

11/8/kk

14/8/h4

16/8/L4,

19/8/4L4

20/8/LL,

21/8/Ll

SOMMANTAT M. T, SUTUO TIEN®  ran irto a lone Tajo off Palau,
he fade £ L oee QLo o o 16 August when
LIEUTL AN , ik | ~ue Zokeos-and four
Hamps escoruiodg LR Loy Is'and, Palau,

The onemy fighters maede 2370 & “uw pafehasarted runs, all
breaking awsy o LR0U Terg

LIEUTEANT [Tuaior grade) (. FORBES, USUR, and his PBAY
orew atvtacial (216 wiJa Yhate }?LqH Gn Tals Esland. ‘Tares
250=pouid vowbs Wwone dlopped ¢n the bullilongs, waich allo
were strafed soveral times ITrom low lovcl, [urirg thage

strafing runs seven L4O0-foot wooden barges werc soon WiLLsT
a shed on the bceach.

LIEUTENANT R.C. OPTWIN, USNR, bumbed thc seven +0-fODu WOOQ =
en b.r.cs sighted the day bcfore on the beach at Fais Island

with 500-pound bombs, but results werc not known,

LIEUTENANT (Junior grade) H,H, LEWIS, JR., USNR, cdropped
incendiaries on buildings ncar thc bargu Shed ot Fais

Island and started sevecral fircs.

COMMANDER J.A. MILLER, USN, squadron commanding officer,
made a thorough rcconnaissance of the perimetor of Babel-
thuap Island, Palau, and dropped five 100-pound bombs on -
the bauxite plant ncar Ngardmau, without reported results,
The PBLY also heafily strafcd buildings around the &trip
at Airal on the southeastern side of Babelthuap. Heavy
and light antiaircraft fire was inaccuratc and caused no
damage to the plane,

LIEUTENANT (junior grade) G. FORBES, USNR, and his PB4Y
ceew rcturncd to the barge shed on tho becach at Fals Island
and droppcd five 250-pound bombs that blew the roof offf the

target. Four barges were reported destroycd and three
badly damegecd.,

LIEUTENANT (junior grade) G. TORBES, USNR, and his PBALY
créw, flying out of VB-191l's new Owi basc, made thc first
daylight rcconnaissance over the inner Davao Gulf and
Davao Town but saw no action.

COMMANDER J.A, MILLER, USN, squadron commandin officer,
bombed and strafed two luggers off Pisok Point, lcnado
Bay, Cclcbes., The attack drove both luggers ashore,

The PBLY under command of LIEUTENANT R.E. BOWEN, USNR
made threce runs at 8000 fect on a 1l25-foot Sugﬁr Ceriie

o O i
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S-L-C-R-E-T . . j»BeG=R-L-T
VPB-1l RETURNS TO ST.TIS

after 19 nonths outside the continontal linmits of the United
States, Patrol Bonbing Squadron 1l completed its tour of duty in
this nrou 23 Novenbor e

The current phase of this tour got underway 22 July when VPB-1l
returned from Westorn jmstrclia to the New Guinen areoc, where its
PBYs werc osgigned to anti-sub duty, Two wecks later, it was decided
by CTG 73.2 thot in order adequately to cover the sculanes cnd cocste
lines of the Molucca Passcge, Celcbes‘Sca, Bando and arcfurc Secs
and tho approaches to the Philip ines; it would bec neccssary to in-
cronse the nunber of nightly Black Gnt nissions froi three (buing
conducted by VPB-34) to five,

VPB-11l was ordercd to furnish thc two planes and crows nightly,
in addition to its antiesub oporations, and on 6 .ugust the squadrun
bogan Black Cat strikes, operating frou Woendi Iogoon, f[Hhe duty
was not now to the squadron or its votoran patrol plane co:ruianders,
In ton weeks of operation, extending fron 12 Soptenber 1943 to 22
Novenbor 1943, the squadron had been among tho pionocers in changing
the prinary missian of the night flying Catalinas fron reconncissance
to offensive strikes,

Tho first phase of VPB-1l's 1944 tour of Black-Catt ing kept its
planos operating from Woendi until 22 iugust, Handicapped by littlo
or no noonlight and thoe distances to be covercd before thore was anys
chance of contacting cnony shipping, the Cats found little opportunity
to exorcise their talonts during this period, Then cane the nove 2,
awgust to Middleburg Islond where tho erows were based aboerd the ’
U.sSe8, (RCi and the U.S.S. HALF 1OON, Frowm that time to 17 Septerhrr,
with coneny shipping lanes:.and ports nore acccssiblo, VPB-1ll poured
it on, Operations wore suspended 17 Secptenber ot Hiddloburg md o 'U.06
at Morotal 19 Septaenber.

In addition to Black Cat operations, the squadron during .uzust
end Soptember assigned three planes and four-‘crows, to anti-sub work
cnd avoragod onoe patrol o day. 4 total of 1,400 hours of thils tyoe
of duty was flown in Soptonboer, Crows not cngaged in anti-sub woerk
weore assigned to air-sca roscue after tho move to Morotel.

7 Sept = Licutenant Covey scriously daneged o 700/800-ton cemoufleged
loaded with luiaboer in unnarung B&y.

8 Sopt - Licutcnant (jg) James D, Dyer, USN, sank a 10 000-ton tenker
in Malusan Bcy, Basilan Islané Modiun antiw-tireraft firo
was encountoerods

10 Sept - Lioutenant (jg) Hond's Cat beachod a FOX TURE CHARLIE off
Kosa Island, and dancged a large barge and a SUGLR CHLRLIE
on the south side of Babi Island,.

Lt

i ‘_a,.r“ y "y
/ g




% 7]
sl

S~E-C-R-E-~1 & i
26 0ct = Tawitewi Islond was tau Latgnt as o 27 lown b Lioubop o 3
Clark strafed trucks, boats, iaunches, personncl and sv | .5,
with unobserved rcsults. Ho went in at 50 feot and wer o€
with hoovy, light cutomatic fire. Tho Vege Vonturc we. it
six times ﬁy smell caliber firo, tho oil cooleor and roir
nnin gos line being puncturod, Tho gas lino hit rondorcc
a 120-gellon tank usclesse By conscrving fucl, Licutonans
Clerk nmenagod to roturn to Morotel with 70 gollons of gosow-
linae, bodides tho unuscd tank,

27 0ct =« Licutcnant Bradshaw cncounterced threc PETES 20 nilcs ccst
of Loytes His crow made four passes at tho cnery aireralt
but tho guns Jannmed and rosults wore nogativo.

28 Oct ~ Lioutcnant Willion Je Decker, USNRy; Licutonsnt (jg) Thesdore
Re. Thornburg, USNR; Portor; Hnzol; Brockncn, Robert G.;
Garela, BElaer; cnd Androws, John &,, failed to roturn froo
a 600«~rile soctor scarch ccst of the Philipoines in PV bureau
L8810, cnd subscquontly wore declarcd nissing in action,
Several scorch:planos were flown in this scetor for throc
deys following, but no traco was found of the nissing cirows

31 Oct « Licutonant Richard G, Johnston, USNR, ond crow dropped two
bombs on cneny installations on Tawitawi Island, the Phil-
ippincse

The squadron is rogularly flying fivo patrolse "A" and "B" go to
575 niles, "D" to 330 niles and "5" and Y6" to 600 niles, The plero
load is conprised of 1130 gnllons of gas, & crew of s8ix, 2150 roun's
of 450 callbar, 24,00 rounds of 430 caliber ané six 100-pound 4=5
gocond cdolay bombs,

VPB~34 OPERATIONS FOR SEFTIIBIR, OCTOBZR

ATter its.tour of Black Cat duty aboard the U.,S.5. ORCA ot
Middleburg Island in .ugust, Patrol Bombing Squadron 34 wes relicved
in Septenber by Patrol Bambing Squadron 33, Tho'forner outfit ro-
ported to Floot .Lir Wing 10, basod at Los Negros, and its crows wereo
sent on rchabilitetion leave, in incrononts of fivoe crows at o tliice-
Crows rcnnining ot Los Nogros wore trained in anti-subniarine warloroe,
consisting of lccturos by porsonncl of CTG 70,2 and flightse . fow
negative scoarches were flown,

Luring tho first wook in Ogtobor, four crows werc sent to Woonrld
for anti-subnarine oporation under Fleot [ir Wing 17. Thosc oper:tions
consisted of onc dey and onc night scctor secerchos to the northwast
of Bicks On 15 October, tho squadron coruioncod Loving to Woeondi,
awaiting a call to the ‘Philippincs, Meanwhile, anti-subnorine
flights worc continuod,

137




20 Oct -

20 Oct =

20 Oct =

21 Oct =~

21 Oct =

22 Oct =

23 0ct =

R3 Oct -

25 Oct =

R=f=C~R~-E-T Q
19 0ot = Lioutonant HePborv V. Odsurse, 1IT0 .

A

B ok o8 £ Wl
Mindanco by dropping baceu Li: o 400 wosowid daley

Licuteonant (jg) Gordon L, Pocl, Ushi Lioutenant (j. )
Benjomin L, Lyford, USNR: Johnson, Floyd W.; Donson, C 7. li.;
Stewart, Weyne He.; and Berdami, Joscph B., in planc nu b2
34885 crashod out of control, presurcbly s o rasult of
enti-oirceraft fire at Labo, Mindanao, burning rnd killing
all honds, This planec wos with two other YV's npiloted by
Licutenant Dudley C, Welton, UdNR. Licutenant (jg) Pool
evidently spotted a RUFE on tho water, HHc wic ivcn £0
pull up in & stoop turn at 800 feet, fall off onc ono wing,
crash and burn, Licutenant Bradshaw then torchea tie RULD
with .50 calibor firce

)

Licutenant (jg) Williaa B. Taylor, UXNR; Ensign Robort .
Delop, USNR: Ensign Kennoth Re ambulo; Udlik: Robinson, -
George V.; Harris, Francis R.; Layton, Harl .i.; Kondell, John
R.s falled to return from combat arca potrol toward Nortl
Bornco in plono numbor 34799, cnd subscquently wero decl-red
nissing in action,

¢

Licutenent Williom T, Sorensen, USN, and his PV crow struck
at Songa Sangns Island whero thoy blew up ¢ dock; sank two
loeded bargos cnd strafed living quartors., Return fire put
cight hits in the PV, slightly wounding the radionan,

sugic L, Montgonory.

One SUGHLR CHARLIE wes firod and another wos left dead in tho
wator near Sang Sanga Island os a result of bombing and
strafing attacks by Licutenant Hadley M. Lowis, USNR, cnd
his crow,.

fa g

Licutenant Enil B. Henson, UslR, wus tho jlane courund.r !
a PV which strafod five barges off the northwest tip of Jolg,
the Philippinos, sinking two nnd blowing up & like nuuber,

Licutenant Erling G, Olson, USNR, and Licutcenant Cherlic
Hanley, USNR; éropped’eleven 100=-pound boribs on warchouscs
at Goront .lo, Colebes, torching onc warchousc c¢nd blowing up
part of anothor.

Licutencnt Soronseon scored neor rmisses with thrce borbs on
warehouscs at Gorontalo Bay, Celcbes,.

Threo small wooden craft werce strafod off north Bornco by
tho crew of a 2V flown by Licutencnt (jg) John P, Berbep,
USNR.

Licutoncnt James Ee. Clark, USIR, strafec wnd sonk two burgoes
end bombed SUGAR CHARLIE under canouflago at Sanga Scnga
Island, Bombing rosults worc not observed,

138




8 o frhr Jﬂlrlu mf ﬂc;r:h duty, opcr.ting out orf PLLYE -0,

1 sbing Scuadron 146, vith 16 piares
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iecr, The outfit cut 1us bathl --'?_'.;1 th carly. Ang it took soumc
unishiment. By the cnd of the month, one of its PVs had been shot
down, burning and killing all hands; tvc othecrs ;.hiL.F to relturi
*vom bombing strikes and cir erows vers subsenquently decclared
missing in acvion Tl fition, four plancg we Wolcd@ by cnemy
fire., A swmmary of sonc of the missions follows:
1C 0ct,=-- Licutcnant Commandcr Robinson and the crow of his PV
cichtcd 'n airport undcr construction, a sceplauc DASC
nd throe JAKES ¢nd one POTE on the ! ntor at Sanga San-
ga Ioland, Sulu Archipclage, the Philippines, Oric JAKE
3 noored clongside a wooden scaplanc ramp, 0n tho
first run, tvo 100 pound, L-5 sccond declay boinbs viero
f?nﬁﬁkﬂ n ur; raup froa an altitude of 30 fcet 1 ith
the sults on the JiFD unobserved. 4 loadced JUL”Oﬁnol
buT;c AS tLT&T-C, hit and run cgrouha on a rocf by
the sceond run. Living quuartcrs on the island were
strafcd heavily vith .30 caliber and )0 calibcr on
the bhirﬂ run. Onc of the JAXTS was strafcd on the
th C

o)
next run ond on the fifth thrce 100 pound bombs scored
on a fucl dump, causing an cxplosion und larse fire

|

3 i -1

]
vhich destroyed the PETE, On the sizth and final run,

!

the third JA® *as strafod and set on Iirc, The
boutbing runs were mode at cxtremely lfr JLtltndac and
o = "a

the strafing donc Trom 1,000 dovn to 50 feet. On the
three finel runs, 13.7 ;nul—rwrnrﬁfu CTnil 4mprﬁﬁli”*u1y
six guns vas enc countered, beginning light and inaccurate
and becomi u; intensc and 'accurate on the last run. The
acl=ack oo b the port engine, cutting the hydraulic
line and nG“Vurlh( one Dn;i“. mount at the firecwall,
U»non his return to Morotal, Licutenunt Commondor

Robinson JUUHd that the whcoel cmergeney extenslion gear
would only @liow thec port wheel to trip from tle Upe
locks, Hc eirelcd over the base for 45 minutcs trylng
+o lower the starboard wheel and then brought his PV

in on the port whecl., He made a full stall landing

at 75 knots and kept the starboarg wing up until he lost
aileron control at 58 knots., All switches werc cut and
the throttles put at idle cut-off as scon as tlic plane
touched tiic ground., The PV ground-looped, bu®t no one
was-injured, (On a visit over the strikc area the nemt
day, anothcr pilot of VPR=-146 obscrved the second JAKE
turﬂ?d over near the beach, while the third was burned
out .

-..i‘qr__.

133




L ]

29 Scptb,

30 Sopty ==

Bhio Loteol: Mo Bt
fcpur;to nti-cirerisn
tiic plide 30
rigy Bao &

LSt L0

Y gt fin
Intounge -.nd
ey blhio dials DGl Lale

Lo, oty tho ¢ atrol e..bles .ué
pawor unit oil linc, The erow w..g

GG sunk Dy
two hurs,

ek
BV G
1xC

tgstructl 'n 2 tho 4000~t3 shil), tirco - 15 1
GG TUC 81X bArsce « 20 a8 6«Cile Lo [Niike coul
goon 75 nilcs CWOYe
o 10000«t 11 Boukor .:.L*..’.. - 3O0REAY sErTY 8hid W
O 10 Sen Rifael Bey, Jl.¢+- il MLV
By ¢ $BY o2 .adcd by Liuuuuhhxb (jti B ol -
JD+y ULHR, On awr f‘ Et ruir, & 50%2=prund
yi.rds gliort of tho t Koty Ot Blic Bowly & D
loendod i thie ".fher=aic Lk Louse oy B ST
poundor just L tic port bch_. i O il B Ay
n tho sicllor sidin, "1In 'Li;u, 1300 2 '
and 450 ecaliber wero uvasd i; ERCTINT, 10N 6iG
oft bocouso of 1ow Jagaline supbhdy, bl tin
gottlod sixz or scven floct by t“bnxtq*h.......”
PBY hrrosscc CACILY Arfdelcas 3 dHaloolwne Wit
ceses of c.ipty beer bottloo.

icutenc.nt (1 Y O aines bepohael Palviars o
di 5CL}—11;LEM1 W Londos (i hnoo striy just 1
& loncans .LEGT.LL, EoRe I Co. LY 1t; ¥
pounder wog Cropood ol *”Fi;u ble sbedy b Oy

as nal }} -"II1II‘|_:;II r;i' ‘ l:_.l t - I.i '.-.l.. ’ .:J .-i-': = :. ¥ “: 'f",' J:,_ e ,-l_ -

500=nound o

‘PL SININT oD dte of 1wu, liﬂj-;x;Lu1Q¢J*ﬂ e oV
NG TPL oD tiohe WeE Gronped 2 Aoy Jap aues

ulLJ,J;; ccusLt il nu oY us 8¢ =c_l =t TR AT IR )

T lnltofiso, LOOYY Soltelelk, G0 »Hiiao : o5 e iy

140




“y ; - JRC
S=ll=C=R=]=T snlimCmRedi=T

.H.J:Ji.lt 081}5/:{ 9 OGt —'I.-ur Llﬂut':uuﬂt (,]L.,] J.LJ..-]-. ;:Iij" I_ it

the threc Cate 1iscs, ande redis oontcet with Licubchcnt Fe M ey &
closc fricnd cund squadr u ni.te, Hc inncdictoly requestod ..o -
toncnt Gordncr to sond MO's on 500 kiloeyelos so that Lo ¢ u Yaule

on tho cowned Cot, Tho 81fu“lu, ot first, oo in welk cind woule

tont K & boaring of 255 truo, but grow strouger stoldlly s U ©
roscuo plone flow clong this Ju ihg. - wfbor galng on the 2557
ho .ding for 80 nilces, Licutoncnt Hell siglitadtlio stricion Cot ¢
holf ﬂilc of f lLis part gido,

at 0935/1, Lioutoncnt (jg) Holl ncdec s:ao-th londing
rough sct, .ftor tho IFF oquipﬁcrt hed beon torn out U :
and ¢ll souaficonticl acttor ronovoed, tho erow wae trol foiii.c¢ 2 &
rubber roft to the roscue planc, It hiocdod intu the lLicovy swells
cnd by 0955 hod bruncod cloar of tio weves,  Licutencnt (Jj&) Ucll
cireclod tho dorolict Cot cnd had his gunnors strofe cud siil Lir,
Fivo hundrod rounds >f .50 ccliber Lnd 300 riunds of 30 eclbber
cawmnition wero oxpendoa in the strifiag. ..t thio toko=-y8Lf, Licu=
toncnt (jg) Hell ostixctod his crrivel ti.o ot tho USS TLLiGLER to

be 1330, Ono .inutu chocd of selicdulo, ho sot his planc doun
tho water oSff tiio scopline toender,

Said Lioutenant Gardacr: ".Jhonh I got to Frisco, Iti golng 10
Tiarow & »erty in honoxr of ..y bost girl === tict beoutiful "Gibeon
Girln,

VEB=29 S ITHCHLS TO BL..CE=C.ITING

SJJEur ploting 1ts tour of rescuc duty, Tl;lol oved o
Lorotol and i 1 Octubor chcnzed its doﬂlna tl to VPB q; U ovod
;?ba“rﬂ the Uso ELLF MOON, its PDYs bogtn ¢ Uctl 5 nizhtls nie

ot .ilssi ns cgelast Jop shipplag in the lhlllgllhcunhsrLL -5t 1rbot

orote ooas of thoso 1ncluuuu.

23 Sopte ===Two pliiog operatod - with Lioutcncat (o) Jonepl G,

Cucl lJ.- Ju, LUU.LL, and Lluutﬂuk' v {j_}) Garaner L. LHLES 6 i
UoNR, os putrol plone oswcnders, Tic foroor, ~

swoop southwost »f Mindonco, gtrofod & e.uwdy A 'aven,
sacll, oorgo siips off Lfeoncbuten Doy wilth 1600 Pouwii.s
3 430 and 450 eclTbore v 300=L5m o,r“; shdd wWn gok

on firo. Tho socond PRY .ilsscd o 1500«toh Preisule: e
tronsport with fivo boiibs ot 03=25 N, 122=00 &, Lutl

strafod ships with 900 rounds o 30 cnd (50 ¢ Xho 2,
end soecurol hits wiith two R3=pound porcfr.cg, ..G=

gsults un>bscrved,
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Five minutcs cfter the foreod landing, tlic "putt=putt™
auxilicry power unit usuilly so rug.od ond relicble, I 1)

offarts to repcir it woro in wiin, To got casugh power oo i
%strc 88 ccll on thi %rao di: Bao: pitot bad o Bl no
er CAgiNnc, 1L ol cnhnt crdnbe f}v‘x, sleancd the wev: . vig

lontly "‘inst tuc hull oponed tho scuns, thrcecotencd ©> split tino
hull,

lioanwhilo, Liocutonunt (jg) .illion H, Siuon, gr., USNR, who
was on o alssisn to northoast B rnco, roccived word ... the tosk
unit Cormicndor o soceh for tio plunce &t about 0115/I, & (it -
ber, Lioutonacut Si.on locited tle PIYS cad wr*viﬂuﬂ oTehi 0% - S ) NN i
doylights -Throe ti.ies, Licutencnt (Jjg) Siuin stto ot ¢ e
plano down, but caeh tic hit & wove Cnd bameod off, k¢ woud
to orbit, welting for doyligit to try cgaln, Down, Lowevel,
brought ¢ froatal gtorn, foreing hin €5 roturn to the USH T.. L.7IR
without couplotiag tlic roscuc,

4t 1900/I, 8 October, Licutontnt Gurducr storted Lis port
ongino ceelin ciad sont the following lossuge in e>de wver tiec 0=
connoisscnce froquoncy: "Roquost dcyligiht realegvous toloirow )=
L5 N 123-00 B, »ill tronsait MO's (ou) 500 kilocycles, G..a;.-a,-'. uins
listonlng woteh »n rceconnaissainco (froquoncy).® Tie nesscyc Wes I
deyed to tho USS TWLHGIER by tho Jrny «.ir Foreo Stction ob Ouwi Is,

The following nmorniing, Liocuteaant Gordocer hid the "Gibsoi Girl
brought out On the wing, but tic wiad hed SuJﬂlﬂUd with tie gtorn
cnd tlickite thot waes toearry the zntennc cloft would not l?. o
took thwo kite and r .n fron ono wing tip to tlio otiaor sceverd] Ul oy
but still wcs uncable to acko it stoy airborne, Tho balloon L. S
ccrio with the "Gibs.n Girl® wes thon infloted witi hydro ¢:u riv wars
sont cloft boiring the FntCLJm. The non spollod cach oticr ou 1ke
ing tho gonor..tor in order t» neintain ¢ ¢ atinuous flow 7+ e,tont
for tronsiission, The aorning dreggod Ha, but with 1wy, v
weathor tlio zion's hopes wore 8t%ill high,

In tho nonnti-o, twd rosocuc Cotoliace in cdditi Tiocu=-
toncnt Sino..'s Bleeock Cot hod beon sont subt froa tho USEH Tiul: .00 the
poraing the plono hod boeoa foreot duwine Oac Cotnlilc rou 1 w on
Tuel caf wes Tforood to roburn oo besg before rotcilly the onui.ctol

position of the downcd erows Tho osther sc.rehed . Sy o
nogativo rosults until ohasod by ¢ Zoke, palabod i o '
zlgzag brown, .. FBLY DLod clua gecrelicd, wut foupd
scdond ' aorning, three resouc Cotolincs ook L Lot
0325/I, to scok to rondozvous ot deybreck with the orc
cripglc& HLN0 .
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Tho roscuc cxperiences of Patrol Bonbing Squadron 29 cu
tour of duty outlined above stood thot outfit in GoCd gtand .
in October, when a Catelin flown by Licutonant Joscph T. Gardic:,
USNR, Exccutive Officer, was forced down only 30 miles fror onuny
tcaeritor in tho Phillppines, Tho squudrun sent scveral plones 10
tic tssistonee of Leitenant Gordner and his erow of nine, cand th,
downed plane was finally-located by cnother Catélina flown by L
tcnant % Jack S, Ecll, USNR, wh "honeod" to rodio signals trLHQ-
nitted bg "Gibson -Grirl”,I Licutenant (jg) Hell noncged the opens-
sea’ londing perfectly, picked up the 10 follow rmenmbers of his squad-
ron, ond brought thon safely back to their base, aboord the USS
T.NGIER, at loroteai,

Here's ¢ stary of thc roscuc in nore detailed forn:

it 2215/I, 7 October, during & Bleck Cet anti-shipping nission
in the Sulu archipelego, Lloutenknt Gordnor, patrol plone comncnder
of o PBY=5 (squhcrgﬂ 1rcrgft nunber 4 cnd Burcou of dcroncutics
nuchr 08143), cnd his crew of nine wore farccm down in cncny woters
1pproxinatoly 30 niles in & beoring of 1609 truc fron Karangdate
Point, Jolo Islcnd, after fcilure gf the stoarboard engine,

Licutcnant Gerdnert!s Black Cot was flying towcrd Jolo Islcond
at an altitued of 1000 feet o 05-25N 120-28EF when suddenly the
plauo!s sterboard engine dropped to 500 R, P, M., then cut out withe-

out even & coughs The pilot pushed the ﬂunlfOld pressurc on the
port-cngine up to 50 inches of nerecury and inerecascd the R,P,M to
2800 but the Cotalinc slowed to 65 knots and lost altitudo repidly.
He ﬁruorou the crew to"zot cverything off" to lighten tho circraft,
The erew begon Jutt153n11p boibs, weist guns, crmunition, cnd loose
cquipacnt, which ia the rush hccldentally included the plgno's two
sct. anchors, The Cotalinc, however, continued to drop. "4All the
bombs were put on "scfe" and releasced frorn only 200 feet, Two of
these, appareatly o 500=~pounder and 2l00-pounder, exploded when
they hit the water, but luckily did not donage the Blcek Cot as it
glipped down for a fjrocd night landing, Fvon cn cstinated altit-
udsé of 100 feet, Licutenant Gordner could rcko out whitceaps in
the derk below and found he was swinging cround to the right and
heading downwind, It appecred to be as good an-approach to the
rough sec as any. Even if ho had wished cnotor, it was too late,

‘The plane struck the water without too sharp & blow, bounced
high, thon dronpod hord against the waves, Strogus syurtod through
uhrcc holes in the bow cnd two or three norc in the aviction neche
cenie's conpertnent where the sudden inpoet of tho sea cgainst thoe

thin Cotalino hull hcd shorn off rivets,
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30 ihuﬁ. .-

—

31 jug, ==

-

nso, JcGiua ~ntl-

cf a violent oxplosion, tol
10 went Jver Montd:u L K. o,

1i
firo brockodtod the Cot as
but did n> dontzos

Licutenant Pexton flew >ver aanbon Boy, .abon Is
600 foot, just below ¢ 9/10 eloud cover, Iansid
the cntr.ico to tho boy, o surficc ¢ ntact was 1..41
six niles cvicy on tho roadar scapc, but fadod off o
nllos, .8 the Bloeck Cot eontilnued o2n clriz tio eanst,
at 1130/K, Licuteoncnt Paxton scw o siediuwr froi itore
trcnsport, It vwics idogtifiod o8 o Fox Tore Crrlic ond
Wo8 on & course of 240 true cbout 200 to 300 y:rds
froi shoro, Tho Bloek C. .t storted o storiet:<h 4
ctteek, but voorod >ff wiwon 1t boeduic appire t .o
appeoceh was poor, It swung oround, ccso in oa -
to=gtcrn run, and relecsed four (00=nound bLo..DhE Lur
perafrag froo 150 feot, The 500-prunders svershot,
but tho closcsg’ buib burst wes withian o fow foob £ tlo
sliip's stern., Tlien two 100epound GP, 4«5 sce ud=Ccli .y
bonbs cnd two asre pardifri gs worc dripped in o goe -
run ¢long the shipts trick, Tho porcirogs foll wild),
but tho l0J=poundcrs burst cluso »>ff tlc froeightor-
tronsportts »ort boam, .8 tie Bloek Cot cwie low

over tho suip in soverel strafing cttoeks , tic plane
crow scw tlhct the suip was listing sh.rply, had c

loarge 1olo in its storn, <nd w 8 drifting broadsido
toward the shorces It ron cground Lo dnutes ofuoi

the first cttock and wes still thcre the followins
night, During the attcek, 500 rounds of 30 c.li=-

bor crmunition cnd 