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NARRATIVE by: GOWER, Cherlotte D., Captein, US!:CWR.
Fall of Hong Kong and Experience of Jaspsnese Prisoners
September, 1938 to June, 1942

I would like to glive you a narrative of my exveriences in Chinz fron
September 1938 to June of 1942. I went out in 1938 to teach at Lintan Uni-
versity in Canton, China. The campus of the University had already been
bombed before I got there and there was no reecl security at the time, but no
Japanese inveseion was expected. It came in October. the middle of Cctober,

went to Hong Kong. I remsined and
(Fifteen words omitted here)

Ine campus changed repidly from a university to a refugee camp tzking care of
about elght thousand Chninese civilians wiho were taking refuge from the Jsp=n-
ese wno came in. They came in without fighting tut they came in rather
violently with = grest deal of ill trestment of civili=sns. We had the refu-
gees there for more then e year. I remesined only 2 year =nd then was sent
down to hong Kong to tesch at the reorganized university.

(One parsgranh omitted here)

On December 6, 1941 we had a faculty meeting at the university and dis-
cussed what we misght do to help Hong Kong in case of an emergency. At that
time there wes a2 question of whether we should send the students awey, but the
president said that heving consulted the authorities there he had been advised
ageinst any alarm at that time, ond so was keeping 211 the students, even the
younger boye, in the middle school. This wes the morning of Ssturdsy. On
that evening tnere wes an zlarm in Hong Kong, and the men were called to their
ships, lecving, I may say, quite a number of ladies on the dance floor un-
attended. The next afternoon all civilisn shivping, that is the freighters,
etc. that were in the harbor, were ordered to proceed at once to Singaspore
under convoy. !Most people in Hong Kong knew nothing of this at all. I heard
atout it first when I went to dinner that night with a man in British intelli-
gence. He had nis radio going =nd we listened during the evening to accounts
of enormous fleet movements of the Japanese in the Pacific. They told me
that war w2s almost certain by morning. 1 was rather interested because I
had 2 rather difficult lecture to give the next dey ond didn't know whether to
prepare for it or not. They couldn't guarantee war but it seemed it wes ex-
ceedingly likely.

When I awoke the next morning, I awoke to hear a friend of mine taking e
phoune call whicn told her about the bombing of Pearl Herbor and the bombing of
Singapore. Ve went down to breakfast and during breakfast the first bomb fell
on Hong Kong. They were bombin- the airport across the harbor from the islend.
The detonation of the bombs weren't particularly loud, but the anti-aireraft
gung above our heads made a frightful racket. A number of vpeople even then
thought that this was merely a rehearssl and quite 2 number of people out from
the city had teken it eimply 28 an zir raid alsrm, a practice. DBut there wase

' no doubt for very long. That bombing of the airport destroyed the Cliprer snd
destroyed the pl:zne, the only plane that Hong Kong had had for defense.

Ea 128 '




- F:\“-— 4
e #‘-‘“—""’w
- ] L 3 ! “‘*‘h
’ b g .

(Five parsgraphs omitted here) QT T AN

|

The house where I hac been living had been teaken over in case of emergency
by the Public Works Department so I had to move out at once. To simplify
matters I moved in with one of the vice-consuls who lived up on the hill. I
spent Monday tune 8th moving and lsying in vrovender for an indefinitely lone
siege. That sfternoon there wes an air raid on vhen we were shovping. It was
one of the few air rsids when I wes down in the crowded part of the city.

People on tne whole behaved very well.

This wes llonday. On Tuesdeay I found that I could get a job as a pharma-
cist, so-cslled, with one of the first =2id posts and I reported at that post
at nine o'clock the next morning. They were rather bewildered and upset. It
was a first aid post that was being estsblished in the building of the aepart-
ment of education and nothing was resdy for first =2id equipment to be nut in.
I ran errsnds, and tried to zet a line on what my duties would be, that day.
During the dey I managed to pick wo 2 tin helmet which solved the oroblem of
what to do during air raids. As a2 member of the medical staff, I wasn't sure
but that I should go on walking around during air rsaids; bt as =2 civilian I
felt that perhavs I ought to obey rules and stey in, liost people seemed
equally in & quandary, and there was a deal of moving around the streets while
the air roid was on. With a tin hat I was safe to move any place I wsanted to,
at least I would not be stopved, and my versonal sofety wss my own problem,

The cleaning up of the first aid vost took !llonday and Tuesdsy and Wednes-
day. LNothing particular happened during those days except the constesnt revorts
from tne meinland of the Japanese advence, of British losses, not losses of
men, out 1o sses of territory in verticular. The vnlan, of course, we had known
always, tne plan wes to give up the new territory and establish the Zuropeen
community and 28 many of the Chinese as could get across in the isl-nd 2s a
sort of fortress and just hold out. Renorts that we got were that everythine
wo8 uroceeding according to schedule except on a2 rather stepped up nrogram.

It was much too fast.

On Thurscey the lest vossible refugees were taken out of Kowloon and all
connection of tne island witih the mainland severed, except I believe some mili-
tary detachments got over asfter that time. Cur family up on the hill received
some mnore refugees from Kowloon, neople who hac been obliged to leave on the
shortest nossible notice and had nothing but what they were wearing at the
time worc got to them. This was Thursday of the first week. On Fridsy the
Japanese were in Kowloon and from then on we were disturbed more by sheiling
than by air reias, but both continued. A week went on wita the Japanese shell-
ing the gun emplacements on the islsnd, doing extremely asccurate work and
rather particular work. There is only one case where veople have ever spoken
of indiscriminate bombing of the city, and that was where bombs were dropped
on the btlg market down in town and hundreds of people were killed. It was the
one case of great civilian losses all at one time.

(Six peragrophs omitted here)
The hosplital that I workec in, the first =2id post, wee shelled snd hit, I

think it would be ~bout the 18th. The shell, two shelle, hit, landing in room
13. There wes 2 doctor =sleep in room 12, end there were nurses at breskfast
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Just vnder where the shells hit. No one wss hit at all. I had an idea that
1t was rather ineffective ammunition. Ve didn't have bloek-busters or ex-
tremely hish-powered shells.

(One paragrapvh omitted here)

A couple of days after Kowloon wes evacusted our household up on the hill
was increased by the arrival of 2 Can~dian Battalion who tnolk over the house
for quartermasters' stores, ‘e were all moved upstairs =nd the military moved
in down below. This gave us some chence to get acquainted with the Canséi-n
sray, and a very good chance to get the house blacked out foirly and get our-
selves eguipvned with gas masks =nd things like that. The Cansdians took ex-
tremely good care of their civilian proteges and were very nice fellows. Ve
were inside the battalion area a2nd I had to hove 2 pass to go back end forth.
Inlis was one of the battellions that had arrived in Hong Kong sometime in
November., They were the Winnipegz Crenadiers and had seen no service excent

suerd duty in Jemaica
(Twelve vords omitted here)

Sowe o their eqminment rcot sidetracked and left off in Australia. so they were
neither particularly well trained or equipged. They were moved un into this

area where I was, I think Decause it waes a culet ares and they were more or
less reserve troops.

Unfortunately, on the 18th or 19th, the Japanese mede a landing on the
island. The first I heard of them was when I was goine over to work in the
morning

(Twenty-one words omitted here)

I went over to work vith the feeling that the Javanese were just behind me and
hzad no notion that I could get back that night. I went back that nicht and
there was no narticular difficulty, snd we continued to live, sort of, within
a mile or so of the Japanese =nd of the front, from the 18th or 19th as I said
mntil, well, I got out on the nlght of the 22nd. The men were going unp from
the house =nd the ares around the house and fighting, =nd there wes one time
when a groun of them got out and were stuck forty-eignht hours without food or
relief snd came back in pretty bad sheve. Bec use we were in = battalion =ares,
we 21lso got 2 good deal of attention from enemy shells and airnlenes. The
Japanese on the cUth began to use trench mortars and ene shell hit in our

verd that morning., Things became so bad on the 20th and 2lst that I couldn't
get over to worx and was reported missing. Quite fortunstely the report didn't
get official, so it didn't get out to this country.

Un the 22nd I did get back to work and found that my first aid post hed
been hit agaln and the building above it had been demolished. I thought thst
everyone had probably been killed, but 1 went down to see how they were and
they were =211 weshing stockings 2nd sitting around waiting for tea. No one

had been injured agein.

(Three lines omitted here)
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I resigned because I saild it wes too difficult to get back and forth, and

obviously they had no room for me and no need for = pharmacist. My resigs-
tion was accepted and it was agreed that I should #o down town pnn reunrt to
the medical services for a new job. 14
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Un my way home that night I met 2 soldier, 2 British volunteer officer I
believe, and asked him, -- one did 2sk while going =2long the rosd -- how the
road was between here and there, 2nd he said, "Whot =are you going over there
for"? I said, "I live there." He s=id, "If you live there, for heaven's scke
get out." I said, "Why?!" and he said, "Well, we are giving un that ares to-
night. My battery vwes down there (and he pointed shead of us) and it is being
moved over there." (and ne pointed to a plece off to the side) He said, "That's
going to be no plece to e this evening.! I went home rather disturbed =nd
stopped to see the Ceansdian headquarters, but that had been abandoned. There
were only a couple of soldlers there who didn't seem to know much shout what
they were going to do.

I had taken refuge that morning the same place znd they were clearing it
out becsuse it nhad become a very well marked target for the Japenese. They
gave me 2 snot of rum and I went on home feeling a little more cheerful, got
home, found everything going for dinner. The Canadicons cooked in our garsge,
snd no one was particularly upset sbout anythine., I didn't mention the alarm
I had henrd from the volunteer and we settled down for the sundown cocktail.

(Seven lines omitted here)

we ned dinner snd 1 went to bed.

About eleven o'clock I was czlled. I was swake I may say becsuse the
noise wee rather bad, and he s=2id 1 think we n=0 better move down to 2 civilien
that is, 2 non-military house olso occupled by 2r Americen consul; because if
we are taken in 2 house that is half full of ammunition, our civilisn status
will be hard to maintain. So we got up, took blankets, I =0t my vessvort, nut
slacks on over my vnajamas end went down. It must have been noseibly a2 block
to the other house and I think we were chsllenged by five different grouns of
sentries on the wey over. VWhen we got ther they let uwe in ond I went to
sleenp on some sunny sacks, -- sandbegs that hadn't been filled with sand. Ve
thought that house wss pretty full of refugees =nd went to sleen. We were
awakened Dy a frientful noise then because two ammunition dunps, that is, vhere
they had stored ammunition in garsges. both within & block of us, were on fire
and it sounded like sbout six gengster movies being run at the same time -- =
perfectly ohenominal noise. I thought at first that it was street fighting and
then decided that there couldn't be that many men firing that many guns at
once. We all got up and went downstairs and stood around shivering becsuse
some of the peoole who had been swa<e had heard the Cenadian trucks go snd had
heard voices saying, "Come on if you're going," =nd they knew that the Canad-
ians had withdrswn from their oositions and were gone to snother one outside of
that area and that we were either in Jepanese vossession or in no-men's land;

80 we waited for the Jepesnese to come hoping that they would fina out who we
were before they hand grenaded the house., we got colder and sleepler and so
we went upstairs and went to bed.
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The next morning vhen we awole it was perfectly quié%; no sien of life
anywhere, no Jzapanese, no Canadians. We stuck our heads out, esnd finally got
into a car, three of us. I was still intending to go down town and we start-
ed off down town znd the only thineg that hspnened to us w-s one shot from a
Canedian sentry. Ve were coming throueh the lines and he had every resson to
suspect that the Japanese might have borrowed one of the cars, but we mansged
to make him know who we were and we got through ond went on down town. It
was very ennoying to get downtown and find reonle reading in the newspavers
that ve had repulsed the Javanese

(Three words omitted here)

I wes there with an afgham around my shoulders and my pajemss on under my
slacks feeling terribly grim. I seid that we didn't hold them, I came from
there snd it's nonsense it says in the vaver.

I found that lMedical Services didn't zporove of my resigning my nost of
duty vecause gfter all it was war and one doesn't resign.

(One parsgraph omitted here)

After tney scolded me 2 bit for being so cesvalier and I had explsined that if
they didn't need me any more than they needed snyone up =t thet first =id vost,
that I might just as well get off the payroll. Then they looked me up and
found that I had neven been on the payroll, I had never sisned up, so they
signed me up and said that they would give me a job but from then on I was to
take orders. ©So, I siened up a2nd tney sent me vn to a hospital. It had been
a regular hospital that had been burned out =nd had been moved to a Javanese
scnool on Kennedy Rosd, eand it was 2 rother ill-sssorted groun. Chinese
nurses were hospital staff, the British volunteer nurses, = few Americans who
were in, one of them es superintendent of the hospital, men as ruaners. I
thought I was going to be a pharm cist, but when I got up there they took one
look at me and said, "Go to bed now, dearie, you're on night duty." I wess e
nurse. In this hospital we had about thirty male patients and six or elgnt
females, all Chinese civilians who h-d been wounded as a result of the shell=-

ing or bombing,
(Seven lines omitted here)

There was a certain smount of friction in the hospital, No one seemed to like
the superintendent, and the Chinese nurses didn't particul-rly like the volun-
teer nurses =and tihe volunteer nurses vere extremely suspicious of the Chinese
nurses. »But the amount of work that wss done woes remarkehle. There was one
aoctor there in ch rge who did all the operating. They used to bring the
casualties in in the afternoon =bout four o'clock, and depending on the crop

of casualties, the size and degree of injury, she would work from then on until
eleven; but one mornin: she worked until two the next morning, amputating for
the most part because the peonle came in rather Dadly crushed.

(Two lines omitted here)

Un Christmee deoy I ventured to take tne morning off and go down to the
American Club for Christmas dinrner. 1 think Christmae went as far as mince
ole nd I think we did have coffee. There wes no dearth of coffee 2t any
time during this, I mey ssy. Then that afternoon when I went back to take 732
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machine pun fire or the bite of a rifle, but nothing mucli, nothing we weren't
uite used to. Ihe next morning tne Japanese came and weren't particularly

unpleasant.
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e were ordered to leave the hospital at once but were assured of transportation.
Trucks were sent for the patients that afternoon and took them to a hospital
and other trucks came back and took the hospital staff complete.
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(Eicht paragraphs omitted here) LI L LVvlV L 1S
In regard to spies, there was a certain amount of spy talk around the
Janadian Battalion area where I lived. One morning, I remember, they found a
lan with a map drawvn on his chest ;;?;:}.;? ng all gun emplacements and battery
locations, ‘1he report was that Indians had found him and had him pretty well
cleaned up before tne intelligence authorities got him and they were trying t
I J yn,
evive him to get some more information. 4ny Cainese wno Jdid not stop when the
sentry challenged him was shot on the spot, trey were very Jjittery about the
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pitch Blackness and waited., Finally, it was announced that we couldn't

ssibly get in and we all filed out the doorway an! sat on the sidwalk, sat
on our luggage and nait 1 Tor something to happen. A crowd gathered, we
sat and were stared at and stared back and wished nad something to eat :
finally found some tnu. ;

Then word came, and we picked up our luggapge again and marched back down

the street and here was a large hotel and we dashed in. By that time we knew
what we ought to do, we ought to make the stairs as fast as we could and get
as high up in tne hotel as we could and try to get some alr on the balcony.,
00, wWe were pretty well organized that time and six of us, three wonen
and myself and two men whom they had picked up while they were living around
in peoples bathrooms, lLialls of hotels downtovn. oixX of us got two cubicles
and were ecxtpemely lucky because the ordinary assignment to each cubicle was
five people. We managed to ,rﬂtﬂn\ that we were five in each by ovin“
back and forth rapidly. The cubicles were about six and a hall { wide,
that would the length of a short bunk which was made up at L;.-'. g "if.i of
the cu f.:lt: and about ht feet long. There was one bunk in each, which wa
an oraina helf, wood, about 40 inches wide with a rather dirty straw pad
on it. No Rednin', no pillows, Llhere was ;urx-unru, & chest of darawers, and
two chairs in each cubicle, all heavy black with dust, pretty dirty. Six of

1s managed to settle down in these two cubicles reasonably comfortably. There
was some embarrassment the first night because we didn't know how we would
sleep, we didn't have any beddinz, it was cold, and the first question was
nether the lour women would try to curl up, or whether we could aivide three
and three It ended withh one of men coming in and saying, "It seems
unfair for us to have this cubicle by ourselves and i ne of vou ladies would
care to Joing us that would be quite allright, we are not undressing,! and I
aid that 1 would join them., Thev viere very sad about it because I was the
largest of the bunch. It was extremely bad for we were & L broadshouldered,
we didn't have sense enough to trv sardine fashion, but we did manage to
keep warm by having tiree overcoats over us, one on the feet, one on the limbs
and one that we could drag around our necks, but it was terribly close at first,
1 slept on the floor. Other people, of course, werc *rwﬂ.‘roﬁah-.uj_ tqan
were, because there were many cublcles in wnich the full five lived. e
had outside cubic l and in most of them were jjlsif:safll}.amﬁ 1licht, no direct
light, no direct a The lignht and air seeped through to the inner cubicles
simply because tne pe hi tions were partly glass and did not extend clear to the
celing.,

(Seven line itted here)
There was no food given to us at all in this first interment for the fi

4t hours, then we began to get allowances of rather dubious meat or fish and
rice, occasionally some greens,

(Two lines here)

In our particular hotel, the chow, the cooking was taken over by the Hong Kong

police force, pretty nell represented in the group, Ve had two servings of

chow a day and one kept a water boiler coing, so that we could pget a reasonable
unt of drinkable water. The hotel help had stayed on duty, but refused

to do anythinc at all without ratner ~hnar+41ﬁ‘ pays J[1 think that water durin
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