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The proceedings and findings in the fore ninf military
commission case of Noboru Nakajima, Captain, I.J.A.; and
Meguru Isono, Captain, I.J.A., tried in joinder, the sent-
ence in the case of Nakajima, and acquittal in the ocase of
Isono, and the action of the convening and reviewing author-

ities thereon, in the opinion of the Judge Advocate General,
are valid.

Referred to the Chief of Naval Operations (Op-22) for
information.
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Al7 AND PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS

Headgquarters of the cqml-ndﬂf[ér;ﬁﬁt'fﬁﬁﬁ

Serial- {417 ¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Franclsco, California.

thereon in the foregoing case of Captain Noboru NAKAJIMA, IJA,
and Captain Meguru ISONO, IJA, are approved. Ths findings and
sentence and action of the convening authority thereon as teo
the accused Captain Noboru NAKAJIMA, IJA, are approved.

Prior to the execution of the death sentence adjudged in
the case of Noboru NAKAJIMA, IJA, the record is, in conformity
with section D-14, Naval Courts and Boards, respectfully refer=-
red to the Secretary of the Navy.

AR

J. H. TONERS
mr‘l, U-B.Hl‘rj‘,
Commander in Chief
United States Pacific Fleet
arld Pacific Ocean Areas
and the Military Governmor of the
Pacific Ocean Areas.

Tos Judge Advocate General

Re: Record of Proceedings of & Military Commission in the
gglﬂlptlln Meguru ISO0NO, IJA, and Captain Noboru

The Proceedings, and the action of the convening authority
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

A17-25/FF12/ COMMANDER MARTANAS
13~JDbgar

10 July 1946.
BSerdal: ﬂ 3 g 7

contention. From both the extra-judicial (Ex.2) and judicial (R.p.47)
confessions of the accused plus the corroboratory testimony to the effect
that the accused was in the immediate presence of the prisoner at the 308th
Battalion Headquarters on or about 23 February 1945, there can be no doubt
that the accused slapped the prisoner. How there could be any justification
for this slapping in the circumstances as shown by the evidence is fantastic. L

Whether the slapping of the priscner by Isonc had anything to do with i
his death is another question. By the facts established I consider there f
is reasonable doubt as to whether Iscno was guilty of murder. However,
assault and battery is a lesser included offense of murder. The commission
should have complied with the provisions of section 430 Naval Courts and
Boards and found Isonc guilty of the lesser included offense. (Para. 148,
Manual Courts Martial, U. S. Army, 1928, corrected to 20 April 1943.)

Defendant, Captain Meguru Isono, IJA, has been released from arrest as |
an accused and orders have been issued by Commander Marisnas for his |
repatriation to Japan when transportation is available. '

Subject to the above remarks, the proceedings in the foregoing case
of Captain Noboru Naksjima, IJA, and Captain Meguru Isono, IJA, are approved.
The findings on the charge and specification thereunder and the sentence
with reference to Nakajima, Noboru, Captain, IJA, are approved.

f Captain Nakajima will be retained in confinement at the Island Command
Stockade, CGuam, pending instructions from higher authority.

|
| l
|

C A, [owmell |
C. A. POWNALL, 'i
Rear Admiral, U. 8. Navy, |
The Commander Marianas Area.
Tor Commander in Chief United States Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas.
Re: Record of Proceedings of Military Commission - case of
Cap*ain Noboru NAKAJIMA, IJA, et al.

Copy to:
Island Commander, Guam.
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The military commission, composed of Army, Navy, and Marine Corps
officers, in the foregoing case, was convened 5 April 1946 by the Commander
Marianas Area pursuant to his inherent authority as a Military Commander
and the specific authorization of the Commander in Chief United States
Pacific Fleet (CinCPac conf. serial 0558 of March 8, 1946) and Pacific
Ocean Areas, and Military Governor of the Pacific Ocean Areas. The order
for trial (charge and specification) was issued 28 May 1946, and served on
the accused 29 May 1946. The trial was held under authority of Naval
Courts and Boards, except that the commission was authorized by the precept
to relax the rules of Naval Courts to meet the necessities of the trial
and to use the rules of evidence and procedure pm.llguhd by the Supreme
ﬂn-anitr for the Allied Powers in his

cused War Criminals, dated 5 December 19545, as nmnry to obtain

uu ce.

The evidence clearly shows that the defendant, Captain Noboru
Nakajima, IJA, illegally beat to death, with a stick, an American priscner
of war about February 23, 1945, on Chichi Jima.

The convening authority does not concur in the finding of the commission
as to the acquittal of the accused Captain Meguru Isono, IJA. Without
presuming to usurp the prerogatives of the commission in weighing the
evidence the convening authority desires to point out the insufficiency of
the evidence to support such a finding. The evidence shows that Isono was
present on or about 23 February 1945 at the Japanese Army 308th Battalion
Headquarters, Chichi Jima, when an American prisoner of war was brought to
that headquarters. When it was reported that the prisoner was present Isoneo
went out to see him. On 13 March 1946 as a witness before a Board of
Investigation he described the events that followed in his own words as
follows:

"Captain Sato and I went out to see the flyer (prisoner) and I slapped

him once. Captain Sato slapped the priscner twice and knocked him down,
whereupon I picked him up. At that time Sgt. Wada came upon the scene,
and ut.ﬁnk the flyer one blow. We had all been drinking. (Ex.2(2) 1
and (3)). !

"] slapped him once with the palm of my hand. I did not knock him
down. (Ex.2(3)).

"] was not ordered to do it but I was drunk at the time." (Ex.2(3)).

When on the stand as a witness in his own defense he reiterated the fact
that he slapped the prisoner but in the nature of a confession and avoidance
claimed in effect that the slap given the prisoner was intended for the
prisoner's benefit. The commission by its finding of "not guilty" has mulprl
the accused's contention that he slapped the prisoner with justifiable
cause, The positive evidence as indicated above does not support this

(1)
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Jexmary 29%h, 1M7.

amt-—-.mm_

Fe, the undersigned, are forwer servicemen whe served under

Noboru Nekejime

Em-Captain, 305th Independant Batt,, 109th Division and who, ve wnder-
stend, is ot present detained in Gusm as & war erimiral, As we have & alose
perscnal kmowledge of ex-captain Nekajime who was our Company Commander we
foal Geeply for him in his misfortuns, and more oo 68 W are cognisent of the
situstion st thet time,

In this resson, we respectfully take this opportumity of presemte
ing a petition for Youpr Emeellengy's humsne intercession in consider~
ing lendency in the discharge of justiee sgeinst our former commending officers
on the following pointas,
1. As the cosmending officer, Nekajims held the firm end warm trust of the
entire compeny. HNot emly was he noted for werwth and chesyfulness, he wep
firm in feeling the responsibdlity of his position and work, We never kmew
hin to be domineering or harsh and a sort of fratermal bond existed between
hin and the renk and file of the company.
2, During the later part of the war when the situstion was woresning repidly,
Ex-Hajor Motoba, Cosmending Officsr of J08th independant Battelion end thexe-
for Nakajima's direct superior became quite reakless of what would happem and
mustering his officers held drinking bouts nearly every day, which later cast
on evil influence on the whole ramk and file,

As this situstion continued Matobs issusd an order cemsnding the death
of all eneay personnel who were csught snd tolring the bodies to him, e
are yveady to testify to existence of sush orders.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




‘his om viclatien, and we his former men are ready totestify to his pereemal

3. In view of Mukejima's claragter wo csm only believe that the erime with
which he is charged was committed vhem he wes not in his right mind or under
She inflnence of alochel, Oertadnly be could not have committed sy erimee :

eharscter st any time, :'
%o conclunde this petition with a fervent preyer %o Your Excellendy %o em= |

oreise that magmanimity for whieh we the Japamese people are already overe

whelningly indspted and to bring hope and 1ife %o Makajime's wife and helpe

less chilérenm,

Genrolu Hasogawa /»/

Bunkichd Adeshi /»o/

Burase Kuriysss /a/

Tekematou Takeds /a/

Mesae Yashire /s/

Representing Ex-Nakajima Unit of En-308th
Battalion, Jepanese Army.

Oyashiki, Natakai-mura, Mishime-gum,
Riigata Prefecture,
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tn January 29th, 1947,

Te Mls
==,ﬂlﬁll—n
W respeetfully sulmdit a petiticm in the case of e
Nobewru Nakajims, Em-Captain, 308th I.B, of the 109th Divisien,
Jepanese Arwy.
who bas beén charged with war erimes end is st presemt, we understand, detaimed
hh-f'
Te as representatives of the religien bodies to whieh the sbove memtiemed
‘,mﬁ-m“wumr-m-hm
with acoused whom we have imown since childhood and for whose spiritéal
__ w0 heve scas responsibdlity, We are intimstely sequainted with the
oal charaeter of Nakajine vho is & mesber of eur parish,
; lﬁllﬂﬂﬂt“hﬂ_uﬂhlﬂh—l-m
never known Nakajima to the other then & warm umane man with a desp sense
of respomsibility, always sympsthetic with others more wmfortunste tham
himgelf and always reafly to help othere im thedir problems,
, We are firaly convineed therefore thet if such & pewson has cemmithed
/ s crime, that action wust have taken place when be wes not in his right mind
such as under the influemce of alochel, Again war and especislly setual
battle, with its horror of blood and death and seresming nerves crushed the
ordivery hemene and eiviliged senses, fringing out the woret of the field or
Jungle, A% such times mo mam 1s in his right mind, But when the sound of
battle dies away, the eivilised men emerges again, his meture s 1ittle
coarser perhape, but still uncharged emough to feel with horror what he bas
done, end oouvinesd thet what he has done wes dene wiile in & dvesm, Cortainly
no man would Wven dresm of doing such things in ordisary normal tiwes, In Whis
_.mlﬂhh-mnﬂ--hwn 1'

) | 3 e !
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e esarnestly beg of Tour Exesllsmey to take cur sbeve ples into consider~

stiom and to gramt us the grest favewr of imterceding for lemiency on behalf

of not only the sooused but of his poor wife and helpless oidldven whe add

their prayers to ours in this our urgemt petidden, |
Etsuo Sugine, Prist of Scryuji Temple /o/ I|
Genso Nadte, Priest of Shoganji Temple /a/
Shogaku Tersguchi, Prisst of Kosaiji Temple

Onaki Village in Minsmi-Uonume-gunm,

Rligeta Prefecture,




Jem, 29, 1M7.
Petition

I, the undersigned, e the vife of Nobovu Makajime, ew-ceptain, Japmmess Ay,
attached to the former 308th Indépendant Battaliem 109th Division.

The news of the extention of Nekajime as s war orimimal in Ousm heas oome a5 &
grest shosk to me and I am stricken with grief and apprebensien as %o his fate, I ean
hardly beliove sush tervible tidings in the light of my knowledge of his chevweter, I
; have alveys found Makajime to be honest, cheerful and empletely wnselfish, In his
work, I have always been imgpressed bty his earmest sense of vespomsibility. I em e
vinesd thet emy orime with whish he may be charged, eould not heve been committed by
hin on his own volitien, HNothing has ever ceowrred im »y leng relatienship with him
4o shake ny belisf in uy Mushbend's charaeter,

I make this wrgent appeal for leniendy becsuse I beliews ia Your Emcellency's
mmanity and gensrousity towards us, Your former ememies who now lie defested, broken
and repentamt,

I appeal to Your Eweellenay's bumanity fn the name of wy belpless shildrem who
would otherwise be bereft of father and provider, I appeal to Your Emssllengy's gene
erosity in the meme of o womsn and & wife who believes in the goodness of her busbend,
I appeal o Your Exselleney’s fair sense of Justise in the neme of all fumosentes
through--ignoranee people of the world who have been duped by their lesders end foresd
into partarity of war with sll its horvors and ervelties, I sppeal to Your Emcelleney’s
knowledge of the battlefield to tale into considerstion the fact that ordinary mem ia
_ the battlefield, through bloodlust, beoeme savage bessts. 5,

In eonclusion I beg of Your Ewgellenay to aid a helpless mother and her childvem
in this matter which 1s 1ife and death to them and for which their gretitude will imew |
no bounds.

Tours OCbediently,

1. | Faka ] ios ;
& E—.mmm




Jammary 29%h, 1947
Petition
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e, the undersighed, repwesemiing the Fomen's Assosistion of Omaki-mure, Miigate-
ken, submit this petition plesding for your Exosllenay's intercession in the cass of,

Noboru Nakajima
Ex-Coptein 308th Independent Batteliem,
: 109th Division, Japanese Amy.
whoe is being detained in Ousm ap & wer erimimal,

The Wemen's Assocdation here is well sequafimted with Noborw Makajima end in view
of the pitiful posititn into shich his wifé end childven have been plased dus to his
dotentien, our mympethy knmows no bounds end we have decided to do whatever we ean to
save them in any way possidle, .

Unfortunately we wemen are not in s position to do anything positive for the
sesused beyond meking s ples to Your Exesllency for ccmpassion and begging for leme
fenay on his behalf,

We have always inown Noboru Maksfime to be a humane, cheerful person with a desp
sense of responsibility snd not the kind of person who would ccmmit any oriminal set,
I-_nm,‘mr-x.mmmﬂ-u.mmﬂ-m
consequehces of & Sutile war, Nakejima has become a vietism of cireumstanses. We are
that Nakajime was not in his yight mind end under the influence of

strongly feel that due considerstiem should be sccorded to the state of J

we sppeal to Your Exoellencay's compassin in the name of womemkind to eon-

1inmmumi-mumummmm
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W, the 392 persons comprising the emtire farmers of Omaki Village in Mimesds
Uomme~gun of Niigeta Preflocture, respectfully submit this petition for Your Rmeellemey'
magnemimous consideration,
The matter concerms & meam who was borm and brought wp emong us here end to whose
var hearted snd gentle charecter we are in the pest positiom to testify,
The men refere to im
Noboru Naka)ime
mwuu-:_—i-nwuﬂ-r-n
30842 Independant Battalion of the 109th Divisiea,
ﬁhﬂlﬂﬂh-mﬁl“hﬂiﬂq“ﬂh-i
wr eriminal and we, kis fellow villagers, have been unable te remain silent in our
wympathy snd sorrow over his fate, “ensequemtly we have unsnimously decided to boldly
tender a petition to Tour Exeellanay sttesting to Nakajima's good charmeter with the
amxious hope that Your Exssllency will land us His Ewesllenay's ususl alear-eut and
bmane consideration to our appeal, the four main peints of whish we submit as follows:
1, Mmjisa is an agriculturel expert and for meny years guided the farmers in this
district, ltﬁwﬁtﬂn“ﬁﬂ“lﬂmnm-
greatly miss hid guidance and edviee, I
2, Through our long assosiation with him, wo umenimously sttest to Nekajime's cher-
ector which was pesceful, sympathetic end esrnest, Furthermore ke was a staunch wp- _:
holder of right and truth, f
3. Asserding to the testifficstion of soldiers of Nekajime Unit, ar the J00%h |
Battalion, Ex-lisjor Metobe, Commsnding Officer of the Battalion issusd sn order demsnd-
ing the desth of all emeny perscmne]l uho were caught,

4s Ve sre convineed that amy crire he may charged with, has been broughl about Wy




sotien taken thre gh militery ondere frem his superdors, We ave sure in the light of
our kmowledge of his eharecter that any eriminal setieon which may have been takem by
ha was againet his trwe will,

In eonclusion we humbly beg of your Exeellenay's meray to see a way to freeing
Fakajise frem his plight,

In the trembling hope thet this sppeal vill merit your Exeelleney's humene and
Just consideyation,

/o/

Kenji Jasshare

Represenatative of the faormers of
Omeki-wure, Minemi-Uonume-gun,
Nigeta Prefecture,
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Petition

. January 29th, 1947.

Te His Exoellsncy
Ly

We, the undersigned, are former servicemen who served under

Noboru Nekajima
Ex-Captain, 305th Independant Batt,, 109th Division and who, we under-

stand, 1s at present detained in Guem as a war oriminal, As we have a close
personal knowledge of ex-captain Hakajima who was our Company Commander we
feel deeply for him im his misfortune, and more so as we are cognisant of the
situation at that time,

In this reason, we respectfully take this opportunity of present-
ing a petition for Your Excellency's humane intercession in consider-
ing leniency in the discharge of justice against our former commanding officers
on the following points,
1. As the commanding officer, Nakajima held the firm and warm trust of the
entire company, Not only was he noted for warmth and cheerfulness, he was
firm in feeling the respensibility of his position and work, We mever knmew
him to be domineering or harsh and a sort of fratermal bond existed between
him and the rank and file of the company.
2. During the later part of the war whem the situstion was worsening rapidly,
Ex-Major Matoba, Commanding Officer of 308th independant Battalion and there-
for Nakajima's direct superior became quite reckless of what would happen and
mustering his officers held drinking bouts mearly every day, whish later cast
an evil influence on the whole rank and file.

As this situation continued Matoba issued an order demanding the death

of all enemy persomnel who were canght and tolring the bodies to him. We
are Teady to testify to existens® op guohn orders,

e A h— R A o e e i B ol
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3. In view of Nakajima's character we cam only believe that the orime with
which he is charged was committed when he was mot in his right mind or wunder
the influence of alochal., Certainly he could not bhave committed any crimed
his omn vioclatiom, and we his former mem are ready totestify to his persomal
character at any time,

We comolude this petition with a fervent prayer to Your Excellency to ex-
ercise that magnanimity for which we the Japanese people are already over-
whelmingly indepted and to bring hope and 1life to Nakajima's wife and help-
less childrenm,

Genroku Hasegawa /»/
Bunkichi Adachi /s/
Burase EKuriyama /s/
Tekematsu Takeda /s/
Masao Yashiro /s/
Representing Ex-Nakajims Unit of Ex-308th
Battalion, Japanese Army.
Oyashiki, Katakai-mura, Mishima-gmm,

Niigata Frefecture.
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January 29th, 1947.
To His Exeellency
General Douglas MacArthur
Suprems Commander, Allied Powers

We respectfully submit a petition in the case of 1~

Noboru Nekajima, Ex-Captain, 308th I.B. of the 109th Division,

Japanese Army.
whe has been charged with war corimes and is at present, we understand, detained
in Guam,

We as representatives of the religiom bodies to which the above mentioned
belonged, respectfully take this cpportunity of praying for leniency in dealing
with the accused whom we have known since childhood and for whose spiritual
training we have some responsibility. We are intimately scquainted with the
persomal character of Nakajima who is a member of our parish,

The mews of his detention has come as quite a shock because we have
never known Nakajima to the other then a warm humane man with a deep sense
of responsibility, always sympathetic with others more umfortunate than
himself and always ready to help others in their problems,

We are firmly convineed therefore thet if such a person has committed
a crime, that action must have taken place when he was not in his right mind
such as under the influence of alechol. Again war and especially actual

battle, with its horror of blood and death and seresming nerves crushed the
ordinary humsne snd oivilised senses, fringing out the warst of the field or

; | jungle. At such times 2o man is in his right mind., But when the sound of

battle dies away, the civilised man emerges again, his nature a little

cocarser perhaps, but still uncharged emough to feel with horror what he has
done, and convinoced that what he has dome wes done while im a dream, Certainly

no man would even dream of doing such things in ordinary normal times. In this |
respect Nakajima is mo differemh fyom other ordinary men.




We earnestly beg of Your Excellemcy to take our above plea into comsider-
ation and to grant wus the great favour of interceding for leniemcy om bebhalf
of not only the acoused but of his poor wife and helpless children who add

their prayers to ours in this our urgemt petitionm.
Etsuo Sugino, Prist of Soryuji Temple /s/
Genso Naito, Priest of Shoganji Temple /s/
Shogeku Teraguchi, Priest of Kosaiji Temple
' Omaki Vidlage in Minami-Uonume-gun,

Niigeta Prefecture,
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Jan. 29, 1947.
Petition

I, the undersigned, sm the wife of Noboru Nakajima, ex-ceptain, Japenese Army,
attached to the former 308th Indépendant Battalion 109th Division.

The news of the extention of Nakejima as a war criminal in Guam has come as a
great shock to me and I am stricken with grief and apprehension as to his fate. I can
hardly believe such terrible tidings im the light of my knowledge of his character. I
have always found Nakajime to be honest, cheerful and completely umselfish., In his

work, 1 have always been impressed by his earnest semse of responsibility, I am com~
vinoed that amy crime with which he may be charged, could mot have been committed by
him on his own volition, Nothing has ever occcurred in my long relationship with him
to shake my belief in my husband's character. |

I make this urgent appeal for leniency because I believe in Your Excellency's I
humanity and generousity towards us, Your former ememies who now lie defeated, broken
and repentant,

I appeal to Your Execellency's humanity im the name of my belpless children who
would otherwise be bereft of father and provider. I appeal to Your Excellency's gen-

erosity in the name of s woman and a wife who believes in the goodness of her husband,
1 appeal to Your Execellency's fair sense of Justice in the nsme of all immocent-= '
through--ignorance people of the world who have been duped by their leaders and forced
into parbarity of war with all its horrors and erwelties., I appeal to Your Excellency's
knowledge of the battlefield to take into consideratiom the fact that ordinary men in :

the battlefiedd, through bloodlust, become savage beasts.

In conclusion I beg of Your Excellency to aid a helpless mothar mmm
hthilllttlr‘lh‘lnhhlﬂ-lnddilthtnth-lndfurlhinhthlirplﬂmmhﬂi
no bounds,

Yours Obediently,

uﬂn Naksjims
lhl:i.z-n, Minemi-Uonuma-gun, Niigata Prefecture.




January 29th, 1947
Petition

Wo, the undersighed, representing the Wemen's Association of Omaki-mure, Niigata-

ken, submit this petitiom plsading for your Exeellency's intercession in the case of.
Noboru Nakajima
Ex-Captain 308th Independant Battaliem,
109th Division, Japanese Army.

who is being detained in Guam as & war criminal,

The Women's Association here is well acquadmted with Noboru Nakajims and in view
of the pitiful positim into which his wife and childrem have been placed due to his
detention, ocur sympathy knows no bounds and we have decided to do whatever we can te
save them in any way possible.

Unfortunately we women are not in a position to do anything positive for the
accused beyond making a plea to Your Excellency for compassion and begging for len-
iency on his behalf.

We have always knowm Noboru Nakesjima to be a humane, cheerful person with a deep
sense of responsibility and not the kind of person who would commit any criminal act.
We camnot bhelp but feel, imowing his character as we do, that under the disastrous

consequences of a futile war, Nakajima has beecome a victim of circumstances. We are
firmly confinced that Nekajima was not in his right mind and under the influence of
aleochal,

We also strongly feel that due considerstion should be accorded toc the state of
mind of men in battle, whose nerves are strained to breaking peint and eath lurks every-

where, Then the finer instinots of man are stifled and the baser brute instinote

gain the upper hand,
Finally we appeal to Your Excellency's compassiim in the nsme of womenkind to com~
sider the pitiful

lhunfmﬁinilut-mmldmﬁhnﬂnumnw-




session. mm.nmdm,mmm-:mmnMp-Muhmml
hthirlttndthlirmﬁmmﬂmlﬂuh!mmmw'lfm.

/a/
Kata Nakajima and 176 others,
The Women's Association,

Omaki-mura, Minami-Uonuma-gun,

Niigeta-ken, Japan,




To His Excellency
General Douglas MacArthur
Supreme Commander Allied Powere

We, the 392 persons oomprising the entire farmers of Omakl Village inm Minami-
Uonuma-gun of Niigata Prefecture, respectfully submit this petitiom for Your Exeellemey'
magnamimous consideration.

The matter concerms s mam who was borm and brought up among us here and to whose

war hearted and gentle character we are in the pest position to testify.
The man refere to ist
Noboru Nakajima
former captain in the Japanese Army attached to the former
308th Independant Battalion of the 109th Divisien,

We have learned much to our sorrow that NMaksjimais being detained at Guam as a
war eriminal and we, his fellow villagers, have been unable to remain silent in our
sympathy and sorrow over his fate. uwtl; we have unanimously decided to boldly
tender a petition to Your Excellency attesting to Nakajima's good character with the
anxious hope that Your Excellency will lend us His Excellency's usual clear-cut and
humane consideration to our appeal, the four main points of which we submit as follows:
1. HNakajims is an agricultural expert and for many years guided the farmers in this
district, At the present time when the need forincreased food productiom is viatl we

greatly miss hid guidance and advice.
2, Through our long association with him, we unanimously attest to Nakajima's char-

actor which was peaceful, sympathetic and earnest. Furthermore ¥ was a staunch up-

holder of right and truth. ’
3, Acoording to the testification of soldiers of Nakajima Unit, or the 308th
Battalion, Ex-Major Matobe, Commanding Officer of the Battalion issued an order demand-

ing the death of all enemy personnel who were caught.
e hmwwtmuﬂnhmwﬁth,humwmw




action taken thro gh military orders from his superiors, We are sure in the light of
our knowledge of his charscter that any eriminal setion which may have been taken by
hin was against his true will,
g 1" In conclusion we humbly beg of your Excellency's mercy to see a way to freeing
Nekajima from his plight. ¢

In the trembling hope that this eppeal will merit your Excellency's humane and

just consideration,

/e/
Eenji Jasahara

Represenatative of the farmers of
Omaki-mura, Minami-Uonume-gun,

Nigata Prefecture.
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We, the 392 persons comprising the entire farmers of m
Village in Minami-Ucnuma-gun of Niigata Prefecture, respectfully
submit thie petition for Your Excellency's magnanimous eonsideratiom.

m-tiume-m-mmnlhnmdhmtwm“

here and to whose warm hearted end gentle character we are in the
best position to testify.

The man refer to is:

Noboru Naka jima
former ceptain in the Japanese Army attached to the former
308th Independant Battalion of the 109th Divisienm,

We have learned much to our sorrow that Nakajima is being
detained at Guam as a war eriminel emd we, his fellow ulimn.
have been unable to remain silent in our sympathy and sorrow over
his fate. Consequently we have unanimously decided to boldly temder
a petition to Your Excellency attesting to Nakajima's good character
with the anxious hope that Your Excellency will lend us His Ilullmrll
usual elear-cut and humane consideration to our appeal, the ro*';- i
main points of which we sutmit as follows:

1. Nekajime is an sgricultural expert and for many I]'.I.l'l guided
the farmers in this district. At the present time when the need for

inereased rood production is vital we greatly miss his guidance
and adviece, :
2, ‘Through our long assoeiation with him, we unanimously attest.

%0 Nakejima's charecter which was peaceful, sympathetio and “““‘Pﬁ"

T

g
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Farthermore he was a staunch upholder of right and tnth:. |

3. Aceording to the testification of soldiers of Nakajima Unit, of
the 308th Battelion, Ex-Major Matoba, Commanding Officer of the
lu‘hiiu issued an order demanding the death of all enemy personnel
who were caught, -

| 4. We are convinced that any arime he may charged with, has been
brought about by sction takem through militery orders from his
' superiors, We are sure in the light of our knowledge of his

character that any eriminal action which may have been taken by him was
against his true will.

In conelusion we humbly beg of Your Excellency's merey to
see a way to freeing Nekajima from his plight.

In the trembling hope that this appea) will merit Your
Excellency's humene and just consideration,
A Kaalana—
Kenji Kasahara
Representative of the farmers of
Omaki-mura, Minami-Uonuma-gun,
Niigata Prefecture

1
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Serial 3386 dated 18

Pebruary 1947. L
26FEB 194/
" Fromt Commander im Chief Pacific and U.8, Pacific Fleet,

To 1 Judge Advocate General.

Subject:t Petition in the Case of NAEAJIMA, Weboru (Case No. 30),
former Captain, Imperial Japanese Army, comvicted War
Criminal,

1. Forwarded.

CHART.ES WELLBORN, Jr.
Asasanl CLiet of Staff for ]:"I-I.I!I-i

Copy tetr (1lst End. only)
ComlARTANAS
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amen UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
Berial: COMMANDER MARIANAS
T |"’]
; n Y g rs Al 't
. ) £l 18 Pebruary 1947
, » 3386
! Froms Commander Marianas,
! Tor Secretary of the Navy (Judge Advocete Ceneral),
Viat Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Tleet.
Subject:

Petition in the Case of NAKAJIMA, Woboru (Case No, 30),

former Captain, Imperial Japsnese Army, convieted Mar
Criminal,

Enclosuret (A) Subject petition dated 21 January 1947.

i 1, The subject named war criminal was convieted by a military
commission convened by Commander Marisnas, The record in his case has
been forwarded to the Secretary of the Navy, Fnclosure (L) wes received
by Commander Varianas from the Supreme Commander Allied Powers, .and is
forwarded for information and such action ms may be considersd apvrovriste,

It 1s pointed out that many of the signatures were spparently written by
the same person,




| Ty e [ T
Sl . (. Fagh | W
SV 0 Ami IR v |

2 BFEB 1947
R ety o N5 Mefle Rt

Petition ohed
Budjeet: hﬁhd“#hh

Ll e

[ ST S .
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We, the 1716 persons comprising the entire population of
Omaki Village in Minami-Uonuma-gun #f Niigata Prefeeture,
respectfully submit this petition for Your Excellency's
magnanimous econsideratiom,

The matter eoncerns a man who was born and brought wp
emong us here and to whose warm hearted and gentle character
we are in the best position to testify,

The man we refer to is:

Neboru Nekajima
former captein in the Japanese Army attached to the
former 308th independent battalion of the 109th Division
¥We have learned mueh to our s that Nakajima is
being detained at Guam as a war eriminal and we, hies fellow
villagers, have been unable to remain silent in our sympathy
and sorrow over his fate, Consequently we have unanimously
decided to boldly tender a petition to Your Exeellency
attesting to Nakajima's good chareeter with the anxious hope
that Your Excellency will lemd us usual elear cut and human

consideration to our appeal, the four maim points of which we
submit a® follows:

5= b 1
el L e




1. ‘l!lll‘"l wife and child are in poor health and we are
overwheimed with sympathy and serrow for them,

2, Nakajima is an agricultural expert and for many years
guided the farmers in this distriet, At the present
time when the need for inecreased food production is

%, vital we greatly miss his guidaneé and advice,

3+ Throught our long assoeiation with him, we mnanimously
attest to Nakajima's character which was peaceful,
sympathetie and earnest, Furthermore he was a staunch
upholder of right and truth,

4. We are convineced that any orime he may charged with,
has been brought about by action taken through military
orders from his superiors, We are sure in the light of
our knowledge of his character that any eriminal actiom
whiech may have been taken i:: him was against his true
will,.

In conclusion we humbly beg of Your hnuuir'i merey
to see a way to freeing Nakajima from his plight,

In the trembling hepe that this appeal will merit
Your Exeellency's humane and just consideratiom,

Sukesada Bzaki JSesilasla 5"&
Kiyoshi Sakurat Atyeshi,Salucrnl

Representatives of the villagera

of Omaki-mura
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A17-10(1) THE PACIFIC COMMAND

. 4 h AND UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
md 18%¢ HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

aQ

M*-%z"

serial 4634 dated
17 March 1947.

2 2 MAR 1947

From: Commander in Chief Pacifie and U, S, Pacific Fleet,
To: Judge Advocate Gemeral.

Subjeet: Petitions in the case of NAKAJIMA, Noboru, (case no,
30), former captain, Imperial Japanese Army.

References: (a) ﬂgi:zp-nﬂt letter, serial 7417, dated 18 July
1946,
(b) Cimocpacflt letter, serial 1240, dated 26 February

1947,
1. Forwarded,
2 Reference (a) forwarded the record of

of the trial by Military Commission of NAKAJIMA et. al., and ref-

, eremce (b) forwarded a previous petition for clemency in the case

of NAKAJTMA,

JONG
ﬂopit. ot .ﬁbﬁ:“::-llTn'-::]TLl::: of Stafl
ComMARTANAS (1st end. only) o Administration

SCAP (Complete less Enclosures).
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Saciels COMMANDER MARIANAS v
1R 9 80 NG 1T MAR 1947
4634 ;
From: Commander Marianas.
To 1 Secretary of the Navy (Judge Advocate General).
Via @ Commander in Chief, U, 8, Pacific Fleet,
Subjects Petitions in the case of NAKAJIMA, Noboru, (case no. 30),
former captain, Imperial Japanese Army.
Enclopures Petition from wife dated 29 January 1947.
B) Petition from farmers dated 29 January 1947.
C) Petition from Buddhist priests dated 29 Jamuary 1947.
D) Petition from ex-soldiers dated 29 January 1947.
E) FPetition from Women's Association dated 29 January 1947.

1. The subject named war criminal was convicted by a military
commission convensd by the Commander Marianas, The record of his case
has been forwarded to the Secretary of the Navy. Enclosures (A) to (E) '
inclusive were received by the Commander Marianas from ths Suprems
Commander of the Alliesd Fowers, and thesy are forwarded for information
and such action as may be deemed appropriates,
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Petition

January 29th, 1947.
To His l:uillnnc;ﬂ
General Douglas MacArthur
‘ Supreme Wommander, Allied Powers
We, the undersigned, are former servicemen who served under
Noboru Nakajima
Ex-Captain, 305th Independant Batt,, 109th Division
and who, we understand, ia at present detained in Guam as a war
eriminal, AS we have a close personal knowledge of ex-captain
Nekajima who was our Company Commander we feel deeply for him in
his misfortune, and more sc as we are @egnizant of the situation
at that time, .

In this reason, we respectfully take this opportunity of prescnt-
ing a petition for Your Excellency's humane intercession in consider-
ing lenieney in the discharge of justice against our former command-
ing officers on the following points,

1. As the commanding officer, Nakajima held the firm and warm
trust of the entire company. Not only was he noted for warmth and
cheerfulness, he was firm in feeling the responsibility of his
position and work, We never knew him to be domineering or harsh and
a sort of fraternal bond existed between him and the rank and

Tile of the company.

2. During the latter part of the war when the situation was
worsening rapidly, Ex-Major Matoba, Commanding Officer of 308th
Independant Battalion and therefore Nekajima's direct superior

became quite reckless of what would happen and mustering his officers

held drinking bouts nearly every day, which later cast an evil




o

¢ ¥

influenee on the whole rank and file,

As this stuation continued Matoba issued an order demanding
the death of 911 nﬁ-m; personnel who were caught and to bring the
bodies to himp We are ready to testify to existence of such
orders,

3. In view of Nakajima's character we can only believe that the

crime with which he is charged was committed when he was not in
j his right mind or under the influence of aleohol. Certainly he could .
not have committed any erime of his own volition, and we his former
'Ilnjar- ready to testify to his personal character at any time,

We conclude this petition with a fervant prayer to Your

Excellency to exercise that magnanimity for which we the Japanese
people are already overwhelmingly indebted and to bring hope and
life to Nakajima's wife and helpless children.

Genroku Hasegawa 5;&,4‘;‘5114”"*-

Bunkichi Adachi /3, Adackc
Eurazo Kuriyama h:*PTIka' kﬁ”rH}aNMAL
Takematsu Tekeda 7  7a4.2/x
Maseo Yashiro 7/ j’wﬁfw
(

Representing Bx-Nakajime Unit of Ex-308th
Battalion, Japanese Army,
Oyashiki, Katakaiemura, Mishima-gun,

Niigata Prefecture.
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Petition
January 29th, 1947.
To His Excellenc

General Douglas eArthur
Supreme Commander, Allied Powers

We respectfully submit a petition in the case of :=

Noboru Nakejima, Ex~Captein, 308th I.B. of the 109th Division,

Japanese Army.
who has been charged with war crimes and is at present, we understand,
detained in Guam,

We as representatives of the religion bodies to which the above
mentioned belonged, respectfully take this oppurtunitf of praying
fo leniency in dealing with the accused whom we have known since
childhood aend for whose spiritual training we have some responsibi-
lity. We are intimately acquainted with the personal character of
Nakajima who is a member of our parish.

The news of his detention has come as quite a shock because
we have never known Nakajima to the other than a warm humane man
with a deep sense of responsibility, always sympathetic with others
more unfortunate than himself and always ready to help others in
their problems,

We are firmly convinced ,therefore that if such a person has
committed a crime, that action must have bYakmn place when he was
not in his right mind such as under the influence of alcohol. Again
war and especially actual battle, with its horror of blood and death

and screaming nerves crushes the ordinary humane and eivilized

senses, fringing out the worst of the field or jungle. At such times

Do man is in his right mind, But when the sound of battle dies away,




* 3 |
the civilized man emerges again, his nature a little coarser perhaps,
but st1ll uncharged enough to feel with horror what he has done, and
econvinced thet what he has done was done while in a dream. Certainly
no man would even dream of doing such things in ordinary normal
times. In this respect Nakajima is no different from other ordinary
men,

We earnestly beg of Your EBxcellency to take our above Plea
into consideration and to grant us the great favour of interceding
for leniency on behalf of not only the accused but of his poor
wife and helpless children who add their prayers to ours in this

our urgent petition.

Etsuo Sugino, Priest of Soryuji Temple E, Sygrna
Génso Naito, Priest of Shoganji Temple «f Walo
Shogaku Teraguchi, Priest of Kosalji Temple

Omaki Village in Minami-Uonuma-gun,

Niigate Prefecture,
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‘Jen. 29, 1947.

Petition

1, the undesigned, am the wife of Noboru Nakajima, ex-captain,
Japanese Army, attached to the former 308th Independent Battalion
109th Division,

The news of the detention of Nakajima as a war eriminal in

Guam has come as a great shock to me and I am stricken with gréef

and apprehension as to his fate, I can hardly believe such terrible 1i:
tidings in the light of my knowledge of his character, I have
always found Nakejima to be homest, cheerful and completely unselfish,
In his work, I have always been impressed by his earnest sense of
responsibility., I am convinced that any crime with which he may be
charged, could not have been committed by him on his own volition,
Nothing has ever occurred in my long relationship with him to
shake my belief in my husband's character,

I make this urgent appeal for leniency because I believe in
Your Excellency's humanity and generousity towards us, Your former
enemies who now d4e defseted, broken and repentant,

I appeal to Your Excellency's humanity in the name of my
helpless children who would otherwise be bereft of father and
provider. I appeal to Your Excellency's generosity in the name
of a woman and a wife who believes in the goodness of her husband.

I appeal to Your Excellency's fair aaﬁau of Justice in the name
of all innocent--though --ignorance people of the world who have
been 4dmped by their leaders and forced into barbarity of war

with all its horrors and cruelities., I appeal to Your Excellency's

knowledge of the battlefield to take into consideration the fact




that ordinary men in the battlefield ,through bloodlust, become
savage beasts.

In conclusion I beg of Your Excellency to aid a helpleas
mother and her children in this matter which is life and death

to them and for which their gratitude will know no bounds,

Yours Obediently,
Eikuno Nakajima

Omaki-mura, Minami-Uonuma-gun,

Niigata Prefecture,
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January 29th, 1947
Petition
To His Exocellenc
General Douglas inllrthnr
Supreme Commander Allied Powers

¥e, the undersigned, representing the Women's Association of
Omaki-mura, Niigata-ken, submit this petition pleading for Your
Excellency's intercession in the case of
Noboru Nekajima
Ex-Captain 308th Independant Battalion,
109th Division, Japanese Army.
who is being detained in Guam as a war eriminal,

The Women's Association here is well acquainted with Noboru
Naka jima and in view of the pitiful position inte which his wife

and echildren have Ween placed due to his detention, our sympathy
knows no bounds and we have decided to do whatever. we can to save
them 1anny way possible,

Unfortunately we women are not in a position to do anything
positive for the accused beyond making a plea to Your Excellency
for compassion and begging for leniency on his behalf,

We have always known Noboru Nekajima to be a humane, cheerful
person with a deep sense of responsibility and not the kind of
person who would commit any eriminal act., We cannot help but feel,

knowing his character as we do, that under the disastrous conse-

quences of a futile war, Nakajima has become a victim of circums-

tances, We are firmly convinced that Nakajima was not in his
right mind and under the influence of aleohol,




=

We also strongly feel that due consideration should be accorded
to the state of mind of men in battle, whose nerves are strained
to breaking point and death lurks everywhere, Then the finer
instinets of man are stifled and the baser brute instincts gain
the upper hand,

Finally we appeal to Your Excellency's compassion in the
name of womenkind to consider the pitiful state of Nakajima's
wife and children who lose their dearest possession, BSave them,
we beg of you, from the grief and hardship which otherwise will
be their lot and their gratitude and ours will be Your
Excellency'a forever,

/{cz?lt_z _’,}%@f;nf‘.i
Katae Nakajima and 176 others,
The Women's Association,

Omaki-mura, Minami-Uonuma-gun,

Niigata-ken, Japan.
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