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COMBAT INTELLIGENCE CENTER
SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL 11 0624

PRISONER OF WAR INTERROGATION REPORT #123

JAME RANK SERIAL NUMBE!
KAWABATA, Shigeo JOTOHEISO (CPO) SA SHI 1820
UNLT DUTY PERFORMED DATE & PLACE OF CAPTURE
DL KAVAKAZR In charge 20mm AA Gun 13 Auge 19433 VELILA
LAVELLA.
=000

1, PREAMBIE

PW had recovered from severe burns on face and wounds
in lege. Me was surly and uncommunicative at first, commenting
on the exhaustive interrogation to which he was subjected, and
which he-rappeared to resent, He was rather secure regarding names
of ships, personalities and geographical data, Otherwise, his
statements are considered reliable.

PW was born in KAGOSHIMA Prefecture 1l March 19186,
graduated from higher elementary school, and helped on farm until
voluatary enlistment in Navy in June 1935, Living relatlves were
mother, sister, wife (expectant), 2 brothers at home, both having
completed hitches in the Navy, and 1 brother in foreign office
service (see Sece 21),

24 _CHRONOLOGY

Jun 1935 Volunteered at SASEBO. 4 months basic trailning.

Hove 1935 Assigned to CA NACHI,

May 1936 Transferred to B3 HARUNA.,

Nov, 1936 Gunnery School at YOKOSTUKA,

Nove 1937 Assigned to BB KONGO, Observatlion and search=
Light dutles,

Nov e 1929 Gunnery School at YOKOSUKA, Advanced course,

Sep . 1940 Installing seéarchlight and electrical equipment

on XCV ZUIHO, completing at YOKOSUKA.

Apr. 1941 Naval barracks SASEBO, unassigned.
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’HO‘J. 1941

Decs 5, 1941

-

Decs 10, 1941
Dec, 1941
Jan, 15, 1942

Mar., 1942
Mar~-Apre. 1042
Mave 1942
May 20, 1942
May 23, 1942

Jun. (mid) 1942

Avge. 11, 1942
Avg., 20, 1042

Aus. 24, 1942

AVg 217=50,1942

Auge. 31, 1948

Oct, L, 1942
Octe 10, 1942
Nov. 1942 )

to )
May 19243 )

KAVIABATA, Shigeo (PW)

Assigned to DD KAWAKAZE,., .25mm Gun crew and
asslstant electrical maintenance dutles.

DD KAWAKAZE leflt YOKOSUKA in company with 1 ship,
name unracalledf

Arrived at TRUK,
Left TRUK,

Off TARAKAN escorting transports, Particlipated 1in
JAVA Sca Battle (sec Sece 12).

Arrlved BANDJERMASIN, BORNEO., Fuelled from tanker.
PIILIPPINE operations, off ILOILO,

Returned to SASEBO for overhaul,

Left SASEBO for YOKOSUKA,

Loft YOKOSUKA with Task Force, sortie in North
Paciflc, (see Sec. 4),

Returned to YOXOSUKA, KAVWAKAZE patrolling
TOKYO Bay aroco, moeting lncoming unaacorted ships,
etc.

KAWAKAZE left YOKOSUIKA:- for RABAUL,

Left RABAUL for SOLONMONS. KAWAKAZE alone,
rocelved instructlons by radio to raild convoy offl
TULAGI, Attacked and sank 1 DD, Withdrew at
full speed,

Bombarded alrfield near LUNGA. Attaclked by 2
ailrcraft but escaped without damage.

Three ettempte to land reinforcements on
GUADALCANAL.,  Intercepted by aircraft, succeeded
on third try. -

KAWAKAZE returned to RABAUL. PW hospitelized for
appendicitis, i

Pl left in (AH) TAKASAGO MART,
Arrived SASEBO. for further hospitalization,

Dischargoed rom hospltal end. unassigned at

f.'u—L :,._ =20 }'J' aran L..C..gu &

HE-
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KAWABATA, Shigeo (PW)

May (end) 1943 Reassignecd to KAWAKAZE and left SASEBO, escorting
provision ship IRAKO,

Jun, 1043 Arrived TRUK. Overhauled englnes which had not
been sufficiently fixed at SASEBO., Patrols
_ around TRUK ISLAND.
Jun,. (end) 1943 Sank U.S, sub about 2° north of TRUK(sce Secc.l9).
Jul, 1943 KAWAFKAZE transnorted few roplacement troops and
suppllies to PONAPE and ROI (sec Sec.l7).
Attacked by U,S. sub,

KAWAKAZE left TRUK for RABAUL,

O
>
@)

Jul?(ond) 1

hug . 2, 194% Transported troops fram RABAUL to TULUVU
(NEW BRITAIN).

Auge 5, 1945 Returned to RABAUL,

Aug e 5, 1943 Embarlked about 150 troops end lcft RABAUL with
DDs ARASHI and HAGIKAZE for KOLOMBANGCARA., One
unidentiflied DD Jolned up cnroute,

Aug. 6, 1943 KAVAKAZE, ARASHI and HAGIKAZE attacked and sunk
about 2300 hours.,

Avge. 13, 1943 PV captured on VELLA LAVELIA,

3., DETAILS OF CAPTURE

After slnking of DD KAWAKAZE, 6 August 1945, PW
belleved he swam about 15 howuwrs before reaching land. Natlives
proved to be frlendly, gave him and other survivors frulit and
potatoes, and helped them to bulld hut shelters, On landlng of
Us,S. troops, mony of these notives turned hostile and killed a
nunber of Japs. PW endeavored to escape but was intercepted and
had no weapons wlith which to defend himselfl,

4, ORGANIZATION

DD KAWAKAZE was under the command of the 8th Fleet and
part of the 24th Desbiv. DesDiv comprised 4 DDs =~ KAWAKAZE,
UMIKAZE, SUZUKAZE and YAMAKAZE, of which only the YAMAKAZE was
Imowmn to have boon sunk. Nelther UMIKAZE nor SUZUKAZE had been
seen by PW at elther TRUK or RABAUL, and PW was unable to say b
where they were presently employed, Whether in this area or not,
they wouvld still belong to the 24th DesDiv. PW dild not think a
subatitute ship would be assligned to take the YAMAKAZE's place
and 24th wouvld be maintained with 5, 2 or oven a single ship
untll extinctlion., Though not sure, he doubted 1f a division would
be revived once all ships were lost,
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KAWABATA, Shigeo (PW)

Internal organization on board was divided into 4
dlvislons as follows =

1st Division Gunnenry

2nd it Torpedo

Srd " All other departments oxcent engine
th " Engines

Total complement was Jjust under 200, there being

10 commicsioned

ACV_ZUIHO PW

835

officers,

5, IDENTIFICATION OF OTHER UNITS

workca on board from Soptember 1940 to March 1941,
leting in installing scarchlights and other

electrlcal equlpment. Belleved shilp to be a converted job and
originally intended as AS TAKASAKI, wlilch neme seomed famlllar to
PVie Claimed not to know full particulars but main charactcristica

recalled were:

#

Completlon: Date unknawvn, sometlme after middle of

1941,

I".ight Deck: Covered stern but not sure 1f extended

full length of deck:forward,

Island: None, Dridge, etc.,, were below I'light
Docl,
Steck: 1, horizontal on starboard side about

amldships.,.

Armament: 4 x l2cm AA twin mounts in sponsons,

6 x 26mm twin mouwnt MG on gun platforms
about amldships.,.

Alrcraft: apaclty unknown,

Speceds

B3s YAMATO and
MUSASHI 3

PR R S g e —— -

amidghips and a
A/Ce Seemed to

o lnowledge of deslgned speed,

PW had seen YAMATO once in JAPAN., Can only

recall outline vaguely. Features that impressed
Pl were bunching up of armament and superstructure
definitely ralsed poop which he belleved vias for
have no infomaetion gbout midget subs or of

Unecossed" after sectlon.

TRAKO (Prov,
Ship)s

e e O e - S—

CL TATSTTA s

S A —— |

AUXILIARY
ATRCRAFT
CARRIERS ¢

Was in company with DD KAVAKAZL from SASEDBO to
TRUK, end May, 1945,

-

Stlill bellieved te be in operation, August, 1943,

Several of these'had been seen in TRUK off and on
during June=July, 1943, Could not Ldentifly any
of these by name but stated that they had no
11sland" on flight deck,

“4:-
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KAVWIABATA, Shigeo (PW)

NEW '

CRUISERS: IHnd heard of ACGANO but not 0YODO, but had seen
ncither, Did not know nurber in this class, nor had
he heard ndmes of IZUWMO, IWATE, YAGUMO.xmentioned in thelr
connection, PW dld not think these names would be used for new |
constructlon ds the old ships werce still in operatlon to best of |
nls knowledge,

ARMY R~ Beling transported from RABAUL to KOLOMBANCGARA were
PLACEMENT infantry but no ilifl'crmation as to vnits.
UNITS ¢

6. IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONALITIES

e — e R I e o= el

KONDO, Nobutake (CHUJO =~ Vice=~Adm,) = belloved was successor
to Adm, VAMANOTO as Commander=in=Chiel of
Combined I"lcobte - -

MAGUMO, Chuichi (CHUJO = Vice=Adm,) = CO SASEBO Naval Base.
WAKABAYASHT (SHOSA = Lt.Condr,) = Formor CO DD KAWAKAZE,"

Tranaferred to other station Sept=~Oct., 1942,
but particu;ars unrecalled.

L

YANASE, Yoshio (SHOSA =~ Lt.Comdr,) = CO DD KAWAKAZE,
YAMAGUCHI (TAII = Lt.) = Ch. Engr, DD i .
KUZUITARA (TAIX = Lt,) = Torpe. Offr,0D " . .
I'UJII, Sanklchil (CHﬁI -~ Lte(Jjg)) = Gunnery O0ffr, DD KAWAKAZE,
7o FARTICULARS OF DW'S OHID
DD KAWAKAZI
Armanent: Noes 1 Jurret; 1 twin 12 ¢7em mount) Elevation
Nos B W e L Sednele iy ) not over
Nos & ™X oAk Bwka ", 500,

AA -~ MG 2 x 25cem twin mount, Forward ol
loe 2 stack at eacin: glde of superstructwure,
Sichtiang scale rangos Max, 3800 meters,

Amioé¢ Ordinary end tracer, proportion 3 or 4
to Ll Believed 1000 rounds carried.

AA - NMG: 1 x 1%mm twin mount, Newly installed
in May, 1945 at SASEBOs Located on center line
immecdlately forward of bridge supsrstructure

n dccks,




KAWABATA, Shigeo (PW)

Torpedo Tubes: 2 Quadruple mounts, 1 each aft of each stack,

Torpedoes: Type and sizZe unknown, No spares on board
last voyage.

Armor Plating: None. DBelleved bridge, turrets, torpedo
mount casings, etec., were ordinary plate not
over #" thlickness., Vere not splinter proof,

Depth Charges: 1 "Y" D/C Thrower on fantail and D/C
Dropping Gear over stern,

Magazines: lMagazine for each turret, Also storage on
lower deéck between Nos. 2 and 3 turrets for
MG ammo., Bxtra D/C supply obtained through
hateh on fantail,

Asdlc Room situated below bridge forward of
engine rooms.

Radar Not installed,

Degaussing: 5 x about 1" colls completely around ship,

Compartmentatlion: ? bulkheads,

Engines: HePe and other particulars unknown,. !
Crulsing Range: 10 days at eco, speed 12k (2880 mlles).
Speed: 50k about max,., as engines 1ln poor condition,
Crews 10 officers and about 190 men,

8. _ARMAMENT AND EQUIPMENT

(Refer to Section 7 also)

Radar: PW was of the opinion that thils apparatus had not
yvet been installed in DDs.

Torpecdoes s PW claimed to have no knowledge of dimensions, etc.
Stated he had stood alongside and asked questions
but was refused any informatlon,

Landing Have been carried at times but none were loaded
Barges: when embarking troops at RABAUL in August 19435,

9. ENEMY METHODS

Refuelling: DD KAWAKAZE topped off her tanks lmmediately on
arrival in harbor, Had also fuelled at sea,
steamlng alongslde tankers at about 12k, speed,

n6-|l
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KAWABATA, Shigeo (PW)

Rearmament Although little had-been done to KAWAKAZE when in

of Ships: SASEBO in May, 1943, PW thought 1t would be
reasonable to expect that more and more AA armament
would be installed in all shipa, He knew of no
definite program, Both twin and triple 26mm MG
mounts were standard equipment,

Degaussings PW did not know how and when used, Control was
iln englne room.,

Watches Lookout watches relieved every 1% hours during
day and every hour at night. “Tricks for other
departments were double; 1.e., 3 and 2 hours
respectivelys All watches changed on the hour or
half hour,

Meal Hours: Breakfast 0650, dinner 1100, supper 1630 hours =
(TOKYO TIME).

12, ZINEMY SUPPLILS

PW believed that suflficient of the JAVA and BORNEO
oll flelds were back in production to take care of JAPAN?!s
fuel oll requirements, He understood that the tanliter that
KAWAKAZE went out from TRUK at the end of June 1943 to escort
in, had come directly from BORNEO, PW thought that refining also
was largely done on the espot at the wells as Jap oll companiles
had sent thelr experts out as soon as the terrltory had been
occupled, Originally both TARAKAN and BALIKPAPAN had béen burnt
out completed, PW-having seen the flres raging for days. With
rezard to tankers, PW assumed there was no shortage as he had
seen them wherover he had gone,

13, IORALE AND PROPAGANDA

PW has no rolatives in service, e has two older
brothers who have completed theilr hitches and probably wilill not
be recalled now that PW 1s listed mlssinge No losses through
war In the family,

Having been in the Navy continuously for 8 years,
PW was not well informed on domestic conditions in JAPAN., Food
and other commoditles  are rationed, rice is mixed with barley
or buckwheat In about 70«30 proportions., Dlid not think there
were shortages of rice stocks but no idea 1f domestic crop was
avugmented by importations from CHINA, KOREA, SIAM or BURMA., The
puvblic was doubtless under hardshipas but he bslieved they would
follow the dictates of TOJO without questioning. TO0JO undoubtedly
was a grent mane PW did not think that farmers were flourishing
although from the standpolnt of food, they would be better off
than clity peorle. No knowledge of the tax situatlon,

ﬂ'?_




KAWABATA, Shigeo (PW) 17 5
. Din
15, WASTAGE OR_CASUALTIES ~q

The DD KAWAKAZE was sunk off VELLA LAVELLA 6 August
1043 about 2300 houwrs., Bellieved torpedoed by MTB as PW had seen
a MTB sunk by guifire just prior, Torpedo struclk under bridge
section and shin sank in 5 minutes. All shipl!s officers
believed kllled as they would have been on bridge at the time,

The DDs ARASHI and HAGIKAZE left RABAUL 1n company
wilith the DD KAWAKAZE and were sunl in the same action., All
three ships had embarked 150 or more troops each., PW doubted
1f more than 150 reached shore and estimated that the total loss
on thls occaslon was in the neighborhood of 1000 in both services,

The DD YAMAIKAZE was known to have been sunk but date
and locality wnrecalled,

PW was in the hospital when he heard that the CL YURA
had been sunk in & naval actlion off GUADRLCATAL during the latter
part of October 1942,

PW acknowledged that while both navies have probably
lLost many destroyers, it was unfortunate for JAPAN as with U,S,.!
tremendous shipbullding facilitles, the U.S. Navy could stand
losses of 10 to 1,

16, CHEMICAL WARFARE

PW had recelved elementary instruction in gases, etc,,
when flrst in the service, at which time there was considerable
concern about this questlion in all gquarters. Thls early
apprehension appeared to have largely dissolved and far less
attentlon was belng paid to the subject when he was in JAPAN i1n
May, 1945, PW felt that nelther side would institute gas warfare
as 1t would simply mean mutual extermination.

Gas masks were 1issued in the KAWAKAZE but were stored
away and seldom used except when fighting fire, smocke, etc,

17. MILITARY AND NAVEL BASES

TRUK?S PW was secure and avolded mak¢ng any definite state=
ments regarding anchorages used, knowledge of
installations, etec, Charts wara shown but he appeared
to be unable to orientate himself from them, claiming
ignorance of 1sland names,

Floating

Dock:s Confirmed- exlstence of one, anchored somewhere between
< lslands, names unknown, Capacity = unknown; length
sald to be only sufficient for destroyers,

~O -
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KAWABATA, Shigeo (PW)
Alrfieldss Appoeared to know vaguely about one on ETEN IS,

Shipping '

& Navals Had seen 2 BBs, several ACVs and other craft but
would not ldentlfly any by name.

Radar: No insbtallations seen on any lslands,

RABAUL DD KAWAKAZE anchored in SINPSON HARBOR 1n August,
1943 and lay off the town slightly northwest from
the segaplane bage, PW was uncertaln if they had
passed to the eastward of the BEEHIVES but recalled
passing westward on one occasion when entering.

SASEBO: Shipbuilding faeilitless PW stated that there was

little activity at SASEBO as there was only 1
slipway witli"capaclity for 2 DDs or S3 at a time,
In May, 1943, 2 SS were uvnder construction,
Believed that both "It and "RQ" classes were being
bullt there,

ROI ISLAND Ship lay off some 5 kllometers from the lsland and

(RUOTTO) ¢ PVl had not been able to sece installations very
clearly. Topography appeared quite flat. Land
planes seen on the alrfield which appeared to
occupy entire length of island., PW belleved two
rodio masts and a few bulldings (hangars or
barracks) were located at one end, No .seaplanes
seen in the vicinity and no other shipping in the
harbor at the time,

18, MEDICAL

The RABAUL Naval Hospital was'not a'complete [
1natitution wvhen PW was there in October, 1942, and was known as
YASEINl BYOIN (Field Hospital). It appaared to be adequately
staffed however and capaclty was cstimated at 500, Any and all
cases were taken, wounded as well as ordlnary maladies such as
malaria,

19, ENEMY INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLIES

VWhen leaving ROI ebout the beginning of July, 1943,
the DD KAWAKAZE was attacked by U.,S. sub when about 50 miles out.
The suwb did not surface but 1ts periscope was seen at about 500
meters, The KAWAKAZE was not hit but one torpedo exploded under=
neath the bow, while a second torpédo burst in open water about
500 meters ofl a few svconds later,

L0
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KAWABATA, Shigeo (PW) |

The KAWAKAZE was not damaged, l1.e., no plates sprung
and no flooding, but electric generator was put out of commission.
The DD was attacked with depth charges but had little idea where
the sub was and it was certain to have escaped. The KAWAKAZE
roeturned to TRUK and was placed in the floating dock for bottom
inspection, and it remained in dock for 3 days.

Comments were rife on board as to what uvype of
torpedo 1T could have been, They wondered if the U.S. Navy had
developed a "time fuse" torpedo (JIGEN GYOHAIk 504

and could use it at such close quarters. KAWAKAZE had been
operating her degauvsslng apparatus at the time and they could
not reconcile that the torpedo was merely a magnetic pistol type.

JAVA SEA : :

ACTIONS ¢ On the evening of February 27, 1942, a Jap force com=
prising 2 CA and about 10 DP which had been brought
together from various tasks, made contact with the
Allied force of some 5 CA and an unknown number of
DDs. Salvos were exchanged by the crulsers at extreme
range while the Jap DDs maneuvered to close, A sudden
squall came up during which the Allied force scattered
and was lost. No sinkings on either side although
probably some damage. One of the cruisers was the
British EXETER and PW believes the HOUSTON was edither
the leading or second ship. Jap force unknown as
KAWAKAZE and YAMA~ or UMIKAZE had been patrolling
geparately until the rendezvous., CA ASHIGARA may
have been one but he did not think the CA ABUKUMA wes
there “

No contacts made February 28, Contact was again
established about nocon on March 1, but in the meantlme,
both sides had apparently split forces., The one in
which the KAWAKAZE was came across the crulser ZXETER
and 2 DDs (1 British and 1 U.S.)e In the ensuing
actlion both the EXETER and the British DD were sunk
after which the U,S« DD withdrewes This was a 4~stacker
and PW sald it showed a clean pair of heels to their
DDse This action took place off SOURABAYA.

In the meantime, the other half of the Jap force con=
tacted the HOUSTONN and other ships off BATAVIA, also
on March lst, PW had no graphic knowledge of what
happened in this actlon except that the HOUSTON was
sunke, He presuned there were some swvivorss in thelr
action some 100 PWs were picked up,.

SINKING  While on patrol about the end of June, 1943, the

OF A U.S. KAWAKAZE saw a sub swurfaced just before dawn and

SUB ORI opened up on her with her guns., A hit was scored with

TRUK the first salvo and sub immediately submerged. The

. Low
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KAWABATA, Shigeo (PW)

KAWAKAZE pattern depth-charged. the area with 10 to 18
charges and belleved was successful as a large oil
slick was later noticed. The slick was said to have
been about 200 meters 1n length and breadth, tapering
away in the fcrm of a tear drop. No other debris
noticed, It seemed unbelievable to those on board
the KAWAKAZE that the sub had not seen them and’
apparently a.very lax watch must have been kept,

In PW's opinion the Jap Navy would have nothing to worry
about 1f the U,S, Navy was composed of the regular surface craft
(DDs, Cruilsers, etc.), but their auxiliery s-irs, particularly
MTBs wilth thelr speed and maneuverabllity, were extremely hard
targets to hit and therefore.were outstanding menaces.

In the alr he felt the U.S, had superiority in all classes
excepting the ZERO fighters. He was also astonished at the .
daring of thelr maneuvers; he recalled that the KAWVAKAZE had once
been strafed by two alrcraft coming in low in the face of heavy
fire from the shipes Such tagtics have led to intensified MG
fire practice,

20y SPECIAL INTELLICENCE

33 CON=

STRUCTION: PW stated that all first-class yards were under naval
control and many of them would be building SS hulls
for completlion at naval yards later, He would not
indicate what the rate of construction was but
estimated that 2 DDs could be completed in the time
teken for 1 SS. »

WOODEN PW had read newspapcr articles about the subject but

SHIPSS wes positive that it was meant to be applied to very
small construction, say not exceeding 300 tons, He
ridiculed the ldea that 2000=3000 tonners could be
bullt-of wood. He knew nothing as to the standard-
types, specifications, methods of propulsion, otec,,
planned,

2le MISCELLANEOUS

PW!s brother, name refused, was in the service of the
Japanese Foreign Offlce at the outbreak of the war, and had been
gatationed in OREGON. He went to CHICAGO and later Joined the
Japanese diplomatic crowd. lle was repatriated together with
Ambassadors NOMURA and KURUSU on the CERIPSHOLM,.

TERMINOLOGYs The phrase "KIDUO BUTAIM™ (Task Forece) would not be

used according to PW, unless the composltlion of the
force included at least 1 Aircraft Carriler, It would not be used .
to deslignate a force such as a DD squadron which might be
organized for a speclel ralding mission,

¥

(END) - | Wit




COMBAT INTELLIGENCE CENTER %624
SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE

CONF IDENTIAL
i PRISONER OF WAR INTERROGATION REPORT #124
NAME RANK SERIAL NUIBER

TOKUGA/A, Yoshio NITOHETSO (PO 2¢) SA CHO SUI 31585

UNIT DUTY PERFORMED DATE & PLACE OF CAPTURE
DD KAWAKAZE Ammunition Hoist 14 Aug,1943; VELIA LAVELIA,
| Operatoxr
=000~

1, PREAMBIE

PW was born on & June 1917 1n TSINGTAO and at an early age
moved to SAGA CITY after *the death of hls parents, PW received
higher elementary school educatlion and after graduation (April,
1932) he worked as aen anprentice in a tailor shop in SAGA for
about 6 years until conscription, The teilor shop specialized
In western style clothes, PW 1s marrlied and has one son 3 years
olds PW!s home address 1ls SAGA-~KEN, SAGA-SHI, KANZAKI-GUN,
SEBURI~MURA, AZA JMASADOKORO.

PVl appeared to be withholdlng some information by claliming
ignorance, eand his attitude 13 not the most cooperatilve.

2, CHRONOLOGY

NMay : 1937 Conscription examination.

Jan, 1, 1938 Entered Navy at SASEBO,

Jan=May 1938 Naval tralning at SASEBO Barracks.,.
May 29, 1938 Transferred to DD KAWAKAZE,

Jun=Dec, 1938 DD KAWAKAZE on YANGTSIL River patrol.

Jan e 1939 Returned to SASEBO,
J&N, 19039) I"lect maneuvers in JAPAN coastal waters. DD

" to ) KAWAKAZE went to FRENCH INDO~CHINA and returned
NOV a 1941) in November, 1959,

Decs 5, 1941 Left SASEBC for TRUK,

Decs 10, 1041 Arrived at TRUK, went on anti-~submarine patrol

of f TRUK., L*«
el |
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Jan. 12, 1942 Arrived at TARAKAN, BOHMEO then to BALIKPAPAN
to cover landing,

Jan, (late)1l942 Stopped at MACASSAR,
Feb, 1042 Off JAVA near BALI,
Febe 2%, 042 Naval engagement off JAVA.

Mar, 1, 1942 Naval engagement off JAVA. CL EXETER sunk,
. also & DDs,

Mar., 2, 1942 DD FAWAKAZE left 35 rescued prisoners at 1MACASSAR.,

Mar, 1942 Refueoled at some port in Southern Borneo and
proceeded to ILCILO, PANAY,

Apr.(late)l942 Left ILOILO for SASERO,
May l, 1942 'Arrived at SASERO,.

May (late) 1942 R24th DESDIV left with floet towards ALEUTIAN
: IS5., returning after about 26 days.

Aug. 10, 1942 TLeft YOKOSUEKA for SHORTLAND., Based at SHORTLAND
escort duty.

Aug ., 1942 DD KAWAKAZE made a lone night raid on TULAGI

shipping.

Sep s 1942 DD KAWAKAZE. bombed off KOLOMBANGARA.
Octe 1942 DD KAWAKAZE repalred at RABAUL by repalr ship,.
Oct, 1942 Returned to SHORTLANR for duty.
NDV? 50, 1942 Participated in angagément off LUNGA.,.
Dec. 1942) Escort and ﬂuarﬂ duty betweaen SHQRTLAND and

to ) GUADALCANAT, -
Feb . 1943)
Mar, 1943 Went to TRUK: remained about a moﬁth.
ADr . 1943 Returﬁed to SASEBO, PW received Petty Officer

training for about a month..
May 28, 1943 Departed SASEBO,
Jun, 1, 1943 Arrived at TRUK,

Jun-ﬁug. 1943 At TRUK, Occasional anti-submarine patrol,

ANV o l, 1943 Vlent to RABATL,
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Aug, o, 1945 DD KAWAKAZE and 3 other DDs left RABATUL loaded
with soldlers,

Aug o 6, 1943 DDs attacked = KAWAKAZE sunk, .
Auge 9? 1945 PW drifted ashore on VELLA LAVELIA.
Auge 14, 1943 PV captured,

3. DETAILS OF CAPTURE

After drifting ashore on VELLA LAVELIA about August, 9,
PW crawled into a native hut nearby and fell asleep Irom
exhaustlone On waklng up, PW recelved some food from natlves =
coconuts and cooked shoots. He then met some soldlers who swam
ashore from the DDs and remalned with them for several days,
Then on August 14 PW heard that some seamen from the sunken DDs
wore nearby 80 made hls way there amd found about 10 men. AS
PW was hungry, thoy started to prepare some coconuts and young
shoots for a meal, Then they heard someone approaching and all
escapede PW escaped out of’thse house but was not strong enough
to run to the nearby Jjungle, so Jumped off a low ¢liff to hide.
Hore PW was found by a native who motioned to him, so PW did
not try to escape and was captured,

4, ORCGANIZATION
Fleet Organizatlon:

PW stated that present fleet organlzation was unknown,
but formerly 1t was as follows:

2nd KANTAI (Fleet)|

e

SENTAI (Dqgfonll

end SUIRATI

24th KUCHIKU TAIX (DesdivY]

DD KAWAKAZE
DD UMIKAZE
DD SUZUKAZE
DD YAMAKAZE

For shlp organlzatlion sce followlng pageo.

o ' IS
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Ship organlzation:

|Cuptmin (Lts Comdr,)
o1
L_Ezec, Oa » [T8,) I

15t BUNTAI] | 2nd BUNTAI |_3rd BUNTAI 4th BUNTAI|
Gunnory Torpedo Navigation Englne
60 mon 40 men Communilcation
Medical |
Mess
50 men

Se IDENTIFICATION OF OTHER UNITS

DD SUZUKAZE
DD TERUTSUKI

In Battle off LUNGA,

In fleet movement towards ALEUTIAN IS,,
May, 1942,

BB KONGO
BB KIRISHIMA

d

CA ASHIGARA Partlclpated In engagement off JAVA = Marel,l94%2.

DD ARASHI

PW bellevos old CAs, but could not gilivo any
detalls nor thelr locatlon,

)
DD HAGIKAZE 3 From RABAUL Oﬁ ﬂugust' 5th. Sunk off KOLOMBANGARA,
CA YAKUMO
CA TIZTUNO
CL IWATE
6

IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONALITIES

YANASE, Yoshlo = Lt. Comdr, = Captain = DD KAWAKAZE .
KUZ UHARA - by -~ Bxece Offs = DD KAWAKAZE.

o  PUJII - Lte (J&) = CO lst BUNTAI, Gunnery
Officer, DD KAWAKAZE ¢

YAMAGUCHT = W0, - Assistant Gunnery Officer.,

8 e fLRMAMEL‘T AND FQUIPMENT

DD KAWAKAZE = Flve 1lZ2,7cm 50 caliber guns 1n two twin mounts and
l singlo., ‘PW states used as AA guns but vortical
traverse only about 45° S

Three sets of twin mount type 96 26mm MGs = 1 in
front of brldge and one on each. side of forward
torpedo tubes. Use armor-plercing and tracer
ammunitlon,

-lon
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Two quadruple mount torpedo tube batteries mounted
amidshlps aft of bridge and aft of stack. Diameter
approximately 60cm. Formerly had Type 90 quadruple
tubes mounted., -

e "Y" guns, 2 Depth charge dropping mechanisgms,
No mines. Turret armor approximately 1 lnchg

Range finders: 2 « one on bridge and one aft, 7 ;8
Length about two meters,

Protoctlve armor covering over torpedo tubcse
Equipped with underwater submarine detecting dovices
No radar.

9 TRAINING AND OPERATIONS

At SASEBO Naval Barracks PW received basic naval training.
This did not includa training for ship duty.

After completion of flve months training PW wus transforred
to tho DD KAWAKAZE., PW states ho was o MUSHOHEI ( é. 3
VAR

scoman without speoclallzed school training., PW states these men
wore used where no spocial abllity 1s needod aboard the ships

PWI was o projectlile loader at flrst, then operated the projectile
holst on the single gun turret,

When PW bocame NITOHEISO ho attended a class in Potty
Officer training where he received gcneral Petty Officors?
tralninges This included commands, regulations, and handling of

TCI ¢

DD KAWAKAZE was on YRNGTSE Rivor patrol for a while,
stopplng jJjunks and othor boats for contraband such as ‘woapons

and ammunitlion,

On troaining crulses and fleet mancuvers in whilch the 24th
WDIV had partlcipated, PW sald the 1life was moro rugged thon
in actual combat, and ﬁhare wore many casualtles.

DD KAWAKAZE was on nntiusubmarine patrol off TRUK twice
and on the last patrol about July 1943, she sank an eneny sube
rarine about 130 rniles north of TRUK ut.night.

DD KAWAKAZE ond DD UMIKAZE participated in the landings on
BORNEO, TARAKAN and BALIKPAPANy; ond ILOILC, PANAY as part of
o coverlng force but met no oppositions
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In the naval engagement off JAVA, DD UMIKAZE and DD
HAWAKAZE jolned CA ASHIGARA somewhere at sea and upon sighting
the enemy on 27 Febhruary 1942, they attacked and the enemy
scattered., The Japanese force included several other DDs also.
In this engagement PW heard that the cruiser HOUSTON was sunk,

On 1 March 1942 CA ASHIGARA and DDs KAWAKAZE and UMIKAZE
m§§ t?etiruiser EXETER and three DDs which they engaged and sunk
a O 1M o

PW stetes the entire 24th Desdlv went with a task force
toward the ALEUTIAN IS, iIn May 1942, PW heard BB KONGO and
BB KIRISHIMA were in the force and DDs were far out on the flank,
After about 15 days out, the 24th TAI returned to SASEBO and PW
disclaims knowledge of further movements of that force.

DD KAWAKAZE was engaged 1In transporting supplles, cscort
duty and patrol between SHORTLAND and GUADALCANAL from August
1942 and February 1943, during which time DD KAWAKAZE made one
lone raid and was bombed severely once, The raild was conducted
on TULAGI at night sometlime In August 1942 in which DD KAWAKAZE
slipped in close to the entrance of TULAGI Harbor and saw two
cnemy DDs, DD KAWAKAZE opencd fire and shot torpedoes, sinking
onc enemy DDe In Septembor, whlle on escort duty betweon
SHORTLAND and GUADALCANAL. The convoy was attacked by dive
bombera and DD KAWAKAZE sufferod some damage on the bow and
went to RABAUL and was repairecd by the repalr ship theres PW
could not give any information on the repair ship.

Returning to escort and guard-duty, DD KAWAKAZE and
about 7 other DDs had an engagement, which they called the
LUNGA cngagement, on November 30, 1942, Thero werc some enemy
CLs and DDs, Accerding to PW, this was a hard-hitting battle
and they sunk 1 ecnemy CL and some DDs. One DD was loste

PW!s shlp DD KAWAKAZE was on the run between SHORTLAND
and GUADALCANAL about 25=30 times, mostly as escort:; They also
carried troops and supplies o few times. As escort, DD KAWAKAZE
and others beat off many attacks by planes, PTs and largé ships,
however, PW could not report any definlte ioss or damage .
DD KAVAKAZE suffered damage once.

On 5 August 1943, DD KAWAKAZE and three other DDs =
HAGIKAZE, ARASIII and one unknown, loaded troops at RABAUL and -
departed for  KOLOMBANGARA. DD KAWAKAZE had about 200 soldilers,
unit wmknown, but PW believed it was a unlt belng transferred
to somewhere on KOLOMBANGARA, - On the night of August 6, while
PV was sleeping tn the turrct, DD KAWAKAZE was hlit in the bow
by a torpedo and immediately sunk. PW could not glve any
description of this attacke
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10.__ COMMUN ICATION

PW states the following means of communication were used:
Intra=-ship:

Telephone
Volce tube = also Emergency tube.

Outside communication:
Radlo.

13. MORALE AND PROPAGANDA

When questloned about morale on the shlp, PW stated that
i1t was always high,

On the home front PW states everything 1s favorable in
splte of rationing. There 1s a shortage of cotton in JAPAN.

PW has not heard any U.S. propaganda broadcasts nor has
seen any propaganda leaflets, but he has heard of propaganda
leaflets being dropped in the BUNA Area. When questioned
regarding the soldiers reactions, PW stated he heard that the
leaflets were disregarded. PW has not heard of JAPAN using
propaganda leaflets,

15, WASTAGE OR CASUALTIES

The only casualties on DD KAWAKAZE occurred during the
bombing attack off KOLOMBANGARA when the bow was damaged. Ten
men were wounded and three men were killed.

PW had heard of the following ships beilng sunk or damaged:

CL YURA ~ Sunk October 12042,

DD TAKANAMI - PW uncertain of the name of DD
sunk in LUNGA battle,.

DD ISOKAZE - Damaged; claims to have seen
her at SHORTLAND,

BEB HIYEI = Sunk in November 1942.

TATSUTA - A hogpltal ship bombed twice,

once at RABAUL, unknown,

PW heard that a DD attacked by submarine north of :
BOUGAINVILILIE was not sunk and had never heard of damage caused

by minese. ;

Where five or six other DDs were at cnechor, PW could not
give any informatlon regarding installatlons,

Aﬁ the naval base athASEBd, PW statod thoro were 6 or 7
docks, some large enough for BBs, but eould give no other details.

20
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17¢ MILITARY AND NAVAL BASES
At TRUK PW had heard of HARUSHIMA but could not identify
the 1lsland where he wont ashorec. PW beliceveos DD KAWAKAZE
anchored somewhere in the vicinity of HARUSHIMA.
18, MEDICAL
DD KAWAKAZE had ono medical officer and one corpsmale.

20, SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE

In the battle off JAVA on 27 February 1942, DD KAWAKAZE
rcscucd 35 cnemy survivors who PW bellceves were English. Thoero
wore 4 or 5 officerd, The roscued prisoners werc given medical
troatment and food and kept undeor canvas shelters on deck, PW
belleves no interrogatlons weore conducted on board though some
offlcers spoke thelr language slightly. Lateor the rescuecd
prisoners were taken off at MACASSAR, but PV bolleves thoy wero
gsent to JAPAN later,

(END)
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uvIr DUTY_PERFORMED  DATRE & PT«.CE OF. CAPTURE
DD KAWAKAZE Orderly 13 Auge.l94S3;VELLA LAVELILA.
=000~
1, PREAMBLE _

PW was born in FUKUOKA Prefecture, FUKUOKA Clty, MANGYOJI
MAE MACHI #1 on 24 July 1921, He graduated from the higher
elementary school., Ile hags 3 brothers and 3 sls ters and hils
father 1s living. PW has worked as a postal clerk in FUKUOKA
City. :

PW seems to have told the truth though he lied about his
age, which he later corrected and stated that he was ashamed,

2. CHRONOLOGY
May l, 1942 Entered Navy as volunteer at SASEBO.
May=0Oct, 1942 Baslc training at SASEBO NAVAL BARRACKS.,
Oct- 1942
to Torpedo tralning at YOKOSUKA.,
Jan, 1943

Mar, 23, 1943 Asslgned to DD KAWAKAZE, which was 1n the d ocks
for repalrs (see Section 7).

May 1943 Left SASEBO for TRUK, convoying IRAKO MARU
(ration ship).

May=July 1943 TRUK to various islands transporting rations and
supplics (sce Section 9).

Jul (late )1943 Departed for RABAUL and remained there 2 days,
Aug, 5, 1943 Convoy left from RABAUL (destination unknown).
Aug. 6, 1943 DD KAWAKAZE sunk off VELIA IAVELIA,

Aug. 13, 1943 Capturcd on VELIA LAVELIA, :
wle
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, 3, DETAILS OF CAPTURE

After the DD was hit PW swam for 20 hcurs and was cut up
badly by the coral when he reached the beach, He got on land
alone and after dressing his wounds went to laol for fcold. Ie
ate potatoesa, papeya, coccnuts and bananes. Hos met abeut 4C-50
goldiers and sallcers from the DDs that wera sunk but no o’fiosers,
Lbout noon on August 12¢n he was regting on e tree when hn saw
3 TaSs 80lidlere lod L7 a netire coming towards lJdm. He slilpped
and was suspended In mid-alir when hiacapuci'@ camy and capvired
Liim,

4. ORGANIZA''ION %

Frdal, M o E A ———— R, W

DD KAWAKAZE was fomurrly of the 24t DD TAT, the squedron
of which JIWISU CL was the flag. DDs UMIKATS,. SUZUXKAYE and
XKENAKAZE comprised the TAL hut scince the cilier DDs weare sunk or
damaged, KAWAKAZE was belng asod for convoy and transport duty
end not attached to any dlvislion or squadron,

KAWAKAZE was organized as follows:
1st BUNTPAI = Gunnery (100 men).
2nd BUNTAI « Torpedo (50 men).
3rd BUNTAI - Miscellaneous, including Navigator,
Signal, Radio, Medlical and
Intendance (30 men),

4th BUNTAI - Englhes (20 men),
5. IDENTIFICATION OF OTHER UNITS

PW had no knowledge of fleet or squadron organization as
he had been at sea only a short time,

During hls brief stay at TRUK between May and July he- had ,,
seen-as many as 6 CVs and XCVs at one time. One CV he saw had
an 1sland on the port slde. The deck was flush with the bow and
extonded a little beyond the stern. He had not heard the name
of the shilp,

- In July 1943 PW saw 6 or 7 cruisers of the TONE clasgs come
into TRUK from JAPAN, All tho ships had the sloping after deck
with ro gun turrebs, . Ho.dld not ge¢ eny planes on the shlpses
Es heard that 0YODO ard ACANO were new CLs and that they
ra3semb led FONE and CHIKUMA. |

The Infantry unit that boarded KAWAKAZE near RARAUL 5 Aug,
was being transferrod to the 13th REGIMENT. It numbered about
200 mon and come by large landing barges. Those soldlers wereo

frrom KYUSHU, CHUGOKU and SEIKOKU. They had rifle, HMG, grenade
thirowers, and mortars,

( A
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6. IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONALITIES gt

Rear Admlral ODA, Minoru has some connection with
PW's DD.

Captain ITAGAKT CO SASEBO NAVAL TRAINING
BARRACKS,

Lte Comdr, YANASE, Yashlo CO DD KAWAKAZE.

Lte YANAKA, Elchi Torpedo O0Lflcer and
Executive Offlcer,

Lt.(Jg) FUJINO, Sankichi Gun Officer,

Lt. (Jg) " HOSODA Medical Officer,

Ensign TAKIZAWA, Hayao Navigation Offlcer.

end Lt, AKITA Amy Officer on board DD,

W.0. ISHIBASHI, Kiyoshi Gun 0fficer (No. 2 Torpedo

- Tube mount).
CPO ' YUKI, Jiro Asslistant to Gun Officer.

8, ARMAMENT AND EQUIPMENT

KAWAKAZE's main battery consisted of five 12,7cm guns in
two twin turrets and one single turret,

Additional AA protection was provided by dual mount AA MG
as follows: 13mm at bow and 25mm on both sides of brldge.

‘Rifles were also carrled for each sailor but had never
been used,

PW stated that the 8th Year Type torpedo 1s a copy of
the English Torpedo and he was taught there 1s very little
change, He dl1d not know the slze of the torpedo., In comparing
the 8th Year Type of Type 93 (which 1s the same size) wlth the
UeSe torpedo, he saw at SASEBO he thought the Japanese torpedo
was larger but could not say how much larger,

The 8th Year Type and the Type 93 torpedoes used on ships
are about the same silze but the driving mechanlsm and the
explosive charge are far superlor to the Typc 93. Type 90 are
also used on ships. The Type 96 and 89 are used by the subs
and Type 95 are used by the planes,

24
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O¢ TRAINING AND OPERATIONS
At the YOKOSUKA Torpedo School PW learned the following:

Torpedo - Nomenclaturo and different
. types. :
Mine - Nomenclature.

Goneral Elcoetricity = Telephones.

Theory of mlncesweoping,.

Torpedo tube - Nomenclaturc and firinge.
Depth cliarge « Nomenclature.

PW statod the depth chargoes are the same sizo os the ones
usod by the UesSe. Navy. PW statos there 1ls no definite spacing
or timing of depth charge in a depth charge attacke. IEverything
deponds on tho & tuation, The depths are 30, 60, cnd 90 meters,
Pgﬁdid not know the dlstance the thrower c¢en hurl the depth
CAOTEC e

The Japanesc use a 8ingle and twlin shlip mine swecps
(TSUIKANSHIKI)., On the twin ship sweops the ships drop the
parovancg over the sldeos faclng the shipse On slingle sweeps the
shlp drops paravanes from cach side of the shipe PW knows of no
cases where the paravancs wore used from the bow and the stern
of the ship at the same time,

During the various sortlcs made by DD KAWAKAZE from May
to July, PW states hls shilp carried rations, supplles, and men to
varlous 1slands, On one of tho sorties in July his ship flred

+ depth charges and sank o submarine. He stated he saw black oil

flogating around after the depth charge attacke On one sortie
they carrled alrplane parts and 3=bloded propellers. PW could
not ldentify any of the 1lslands he wont to.

When tho 4 DDs left RABAUL August 5 they woent lnfo a
diamond formation with the Noe, 1 DD as tho flag and ‘No, 4 as
the eoscort,

12, ENIMY SUPPLIES

At TRUK ratlons were obtalned from the Navy Supply Depot
which was on DUBLON ISLAND on the northwest corner .of the lsland,
There was also a refrigeration plant closo bye

' 15, WASTAGE OR CASUALTIES

After making about 30 sorties 1In the SOLOMONS, the DD -
BEAVIAYAZE came hack to SASEBO NAVAL BASE for repalrs in March,
wvhon tThe PW was assigned to 1t, W boarded J} while it was 1in
the docks for repalrs. Ho stated 1t was damagod quite badly
as one of the propellcrs was damaged and there were huge’holes
in the sldos made by bombs and torpedoes, While Iin TRUK, PW
sow o hospital ship (ASAHI MARU) which had been hit on tho
stern by Allled bombs, Ho did not know where thia happenod
hut heard the story when the ship arrived,

e
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PW belleved all the KAWAKAZE'!'s offlcers were killed when
the torpedo hit amidships as all the officers were on the
superstructure, Many of the soldlers and sallors that landed
on VELLA ILAVELLA are cut up and bruised by the coral along the
beache Ashore on VELLA LAVELLA PW heard that of the other

destroyérs, HAGIKAZE and ARASHI were also sunk but SHIGIRE
escaped,

While on a trip from TRUK to BUIN the DDs KAWAKAZE and
AKIKAZE carried rations and suppllies and they were attacked by
a8 lone enemy reconnalssance plane which dropped a flare and
machine=gunned the DD AKIKAZE, PW does not know what happened
to AKIKAZE as hls shlp escaped after unloading its load and did
not recelve any damage,

17, MILITARY AND NAVAL BASES

On one of the sortles 1n July KAWAKAZE was damaged and
was lald up on the floating dock at TRUK: The slze of the dock
1s a 1little larger than a DD and twlece as wide. PW believes
1t can héld a CA, He saw other DDs and AP-AKs belng repalred in
the docks, The repalring personnol came from shore to work,

PW states hls DD anchored in a spot southwest of ETEN IS,,
halfway between ETEN and FEFAN IS, PW saw an alrfleld on one
of the lslands and was about 1000 meters away so he could not
soe anything in detall. The airfield was on the right, going
ashore to the town from the DD,

PW had seen some I-«Type and RO-Typc subs at TRUK but knew
no detalls,

20, SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE

PW read about the bombing of JAPAN and sald 1t made the
péople get down to businesse He saw a newsreel 1In JAPAN showlng
UsSe PWs getting clothes and shoes 1in ZENTSUJI Prlson Camp.

21, MISCELLANEOUS

At SASEBO TORPEDO TESTING AND ADJUSTING SECTION S men
can 1lnspect a torpedo in a week if it igs taken apart and’ 1l day
if only checked, There were about 150 men working there.

The WATANABE PLANE FACTORY in FUKUOKA City 1s bullding
fightor planes and bombers and aviation arms,

W stated the most feared boat of the U,3, Navy 1s the PT
as 1t 1s very fast and strikes with the speod of lightning and
is very deadly with 1ts torpedocs.

(END)
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