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s On 15 August 1945 the ILaperial Japanese Goverrnnent
formally declared its acceptaince of the United lations' surrender
terus as contained in the Potsdam Declaration. These teriis called
for the complete surrcnder of all Japanese military forces and equip-
ment and for tne occupation by the Allied powers of certain ereas in
the Japanese Empire,

2. In aaticipation of a Japanese surrender, plans had
been cooperatively prepared by both the Coumander-in=Chiel of Army
Forces in tie Pacific and the Cormender-in=Chief, Pacilic Fleet, In
ceneral, CinCAFfPac's plan provided for the occupation of strategic
and economicall; important points in Japen aad Korea and the pro-
gressive de-militarization tnd cemobilization of the Japancsc forces,
CinCPac's plan supplemented this by preseribily. the activitics of
the flect in conjuncltion with the Army for effectin. the occupetion
-anc enforcin. the surrender teras.

3 Luediavely follovin tiie Japancsc acceptance of the
Potscan terms, General of the Aray Douzlas racallilli, Conuander-in-

Chiel of Army Forces in tho Pacific, was naved Surrene Co.nzuder for
the Allicd Powers for the purpose of receivii. tiie o.ficial Japanesy
surrenuer ana for the occupabion of Japen. Teras were leid down wiich
proviacd for the vitidrawal of Japencse forces from the imtial sreas
of oceupction and arrai.cuents were amade for the 81 nia. of tile sure
rencer docuwncats aboard & United Statoes warship in TOKYO iay. This
was to takc placc on 31 August 1945, which date was s
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poned until 2 September due to typhoon conditions which prevented the
completion of the preliminarics for a period of about two days.

lye The plans outlined a progressive occupation of certain
citics and of arcas adjacent thereto in three phases. Dates were set
for those areas to be occupied in Phase I; thesc dates expressed with
relation to a B-Day which was designated as August 15th. Zoncs ef
responsibility were allotted; to the Eighth Army, to thc northward
and eastward of a line crossing HOIISHU west of YOKOHAMA and TOKYOj;
to the Sixth Army, the remainder of the Japancse home islands to the
southward and westward of that line; and to the YXXIV Corps, KOREA.
The Phase I arcas for the Eizhth Army were (1) the TOKYQO Bay area

S

and (2) AOMORI-OMINATO area in northern HONSHU,

Do In Phascs II and III further objectives were allocated
to the Eighth Army, to thc Sixth Army, and to the XXIV Corps, in
their respective zoncs. No dates were sct but the operations of
Phases II and III were to be conducted 2t the discrotion of the Army
Commanders. In the main, troops brought in in Phase I were to be
used for the succeeding phases, although plans were made for bringing
in additional troops as necessary. The Phase II port for the Eighth
Army was OTARU, on HAKODATE, and the Phase III ports SENDAL and
NIIGATA, on the cast and west coasts of HONSHU, respectively.

6, In correlation with the assignment of zones of rcspone
sibility to these military commands the Third Fleet was assigned the
naval responsibility for the zone of the Eighth Army, the Fifth Flect
for that of the Sixth Army, and the Seventh Fleet for that of the
XXIV Corps plus any operations which might be carried out in Chinese
waters, Commander North Pacific, to be present in northern hONLSHU,
would be assigned local responsibility for that area and for HOKKAIDO.
oimilarly the three Amphibious TForces were coordinated with the re-
spective Flects and Armies, the Third Amphibious Force under tho
Commander Third Flcet for operations of the Eighth Army, the Fifth
under Commender Fifth Fleet for operations of the Sixth Army, and
the Seventh under the Commander Seventh Fleet for operations of the
XTIV Corps and of any troops which might require transportation to
CHINA,

Te At the moment vwhon the surrender offcr was made the
Amphibious Forcecs of the Pacific Flecet were widely spread over the
Pacific, from thc lost Coast to OKINATA and the PHILIPPINES, engaged
in troop movements and transportation of troop cquipment, in overhaul,
and in troop training. Plans and orders had been issucd for concen-
tration later of thesc foreecs, but these concentrations had by no
means been effected at the time of the surrender, and the provision
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simultaneously at the mounting points of adequate shipping to mect
the dates originally established for the occupation of all Phasc I
arcas was impossible,

8, The Commander-in-Chicf Pacific thecrefore, instcad of
ordering ships to mounting points for 211 .irmics simultancously, was
obliged to adopt a system of priorities, based upon thec relative
dates of arrival prescribed in the basic plans, Accordingly shipping
required for TOKYO was given the first priority, that for the Sixth
army objectives the sccond and third, that for KORE. the fourth,
and that for AOMORI-OMIN.TO (Eizhth .rmy) the fifth,

9. Furthcer, the successive availability of shipping even
in the first priorits was such that a substantial delay in the first
movement and consequent failurc to meet the planned datcs of deber-
kation at TOKYO would rcsult if the cntirc expedition, the XI Corps,
were to load and prococd to the objective as onc unit, This was also
truc later in thc casc of the ..OLORI-0LIN.TO Force which, at best,
could anticipatc considerable delay dug to its being assigned fifth
priority on shipping, The basic plans wcre thercfore modified to
provide that the sce=bornc units of the TOKYO Occupation Force pro-
ceed in echeclons, cach echclon containing a division plus a portion
of 'corps and hcadquarters troops, as soon as shipping could be as-
scmbled successively for the mounting of cach division. The AOLORI-
OFINLTO Force likewisc was to procecd in echelon of divisions. Ships
carrying the first echclon of the TOKYO Force were, upon completion
of debarkation at the objectives, to rcturn to the mounting areas
in order to 1lift succceding echelons either to the TOKYO or ,OHORIw
OMINATO arcas,

10. Prior to the arrival of the first echelon at TOKYO,
airborne troops consisting of the 1llth .lirbornc and 27th Infantry
Divisions and the Merinc Landing Force were to have securcd the
YOKOH.\lLi-YOKOSUKA areas and the area in the rear of the SiGAMI JAN
beachcs, Two UDTs assigned to the Third Flect were to have racon-
noitercd and cleared thosc beaches., It was expected that Commander
Third Flect would have swept the approaches to these arcas before
the arrival of the first cchelons. The first landings were to be
made over the YOKOH.Ji.,\~YOKOSUK.. docks, but if bombing damage or
other recason rendered this impossible landings werc to be conducted
over the eastcrn scection of the SuGidI V.N beaches,

1le It was expected that landings would be unopposcd,
However, consideration was given to the possibility of opposition
both to our troeps and to the naval clements. Such opposition, if
it occurred, was cxpected to be in the nature of localized resistance
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on land and of sporadic attacks on our shipping by suicide planes,
boats or swimmers, Prior to the arrival of the first ochelons steps
were to be taken to minimizc the possibility of such opposition by
evacuating cnemy troops from the initial landing sites, grounding
planes, removing brcech blocks from shorc batterics, ctes Neverthoe
less it was considercd advisable to provide for full air and gunfire
support for the troops and to protcet our shipping with strong air
covers The general situation indicated the advisability of adcquatc-
ly scrcening the initial convoys from submorine attack and of obe
scrving full sccurity procedurc cnroutc to the objective areas,

12, Duc to thc scason of the year, weathcr was expected
to be a morc important factor thon it would have becn had the opor=-
ation taken placc in the wintcr or spring., Typhoons arc most fre-
quent and intensc in the vieinity of JuP.ll during Scptember 2nd
October, and the definitc possibility cxisted of their retarding
the movement of thc occupation forecs to the objectives,

II, ORG.NIZ,TION OF THIRD ..PHISIOUS FORCE

13, The Third .mphibious Forcc was designated as Task
Force 32, Tts principal sucdivisions were Tesk Foree 33, the TOKYO
Force, under Roar .dmiral J. L. H.LL, and Task Forcc 34, the Northern
JiPiN Force, under Rear .dmiral R, L, CONOLLY,

1h. Task Force 33 was given the task of lifting thosc
cloments of the Eighth .irmy destined for the TOKYO arca, Thesc ele-
ments, comprising in the main the XI Corps, consisted of the First
Cavalry Division, which was loaded at BATANG.S, the imerical Division
loaded at CEBU, the Forty-third Infantry Division loaded at LUZON
ports, and Corps and Headquarters Troops cmbarked at MINIL.. .11
these units werc to be landed at YOKOH/M.., The 112th RCT was loaded
at B.T.NG.S and was to be landed over the beaches at TATEYAMLL,

15, Task Force 24 was assigned to transport the IX Corps,
consisting of the &lst Infantry Division loaded ot LEYTE and landed
at /OUORI, and thc 77th Infantry Division loaded at CEBU and landed
at OT.RU and H.KODATE, The 158th RCT was to be loaded at LEGASPI
and landed with the IX Corps in Northern JuPiN, (Later its dostie
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17, Commander Third Amphibious Force as Commander Task

Force 32 was to accompany the initial echelon of Task Force 33 to

the TOKYO Area, and therefore established a Rear Echelon at LiANILA

on 24 August 194L5. The duties of this rear echelon included the
assignment of transports, LSV, LSD and APH types to squadrons, the
organjzation of LST and LSM flotillas, the designation of logistics
points for shipping assigned to the force, and maintenance of liaison
with the Eighth Army rear echelon in the loading of troops ana equip-
ment to be moved by the Third Amphibious force,

16, Lozistics suprort in the PHILIPPINES was provided by
Commander Service Division 101 in the LEYTE-SALIAR area and by Come
mander Service Squadron 7 for vessels in all other anchorages., For
liaison with these logistics agencies, Commander Third Amphibious
Force estahlished a representative at LEYTE whose function was to
arrange for pronpt urloading of any ships assizned to the Third
amphibious Force arriving at LEYTE with passengers or cargo to dis-
charge, to arrange for logistic replenishr nt of such shippinz so
as to avoid unnecessary delay, and to screen repair requests, elimi-
nating any not absolutely necessary,

III. NARRATIVE OF OPLRATIONS

19. In general the eperation proceeded in accordance with
the plans described above, lMajor troop units and essential initial
equipment and supplies were brought up from the PHILIPPINES in trans-
port convoys, The bulk of the vehicular and engineering equipment
and of stores was carried from the PHILIPPINES and from OKINA'A in
LST and LSK convoys at varying intervals after the arrival of the
troop convoys. A turn-around trip was necessary only for one trans-
port convoy but the ISTs and LSMs were all employed in one or mnore
turn-around voyages,

20« Typhoons were prevalent throughout the period, threat-
ening many of the convoys. Frequent diversions of course were neces—
sary to avoid them, in some instances by the convoy commanders then
selves, but in 7eneral on orders from the Force Commander, who main-
talned close check on the position of all units and on such weather
information as could be obtained. In onc instancc it was necessary
to turn back one TOKYO-bound convoy twice, once to avoid a newly-
formed typhoon in its westward track, and z2gain to avoid it after
it had rccurved and was movinz along and off the coast of JAPAN,

21, A chronological narrative would, by virtue of the
many units at sea at the same time, be somewhat confusing; in cone-
sequence the conduct of the operation is described below by types
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of vessels and groups.,

TRANSPORT CONVOYS

Five and onc~third temporary transport squadrons wcre
assigned CTF 32 for the 8th Army and were allocated as follows:

Transrons 13, 16; 24 and TransDiv 65 plus 0SiGE (LSV 3)
and TRYON (APH 1) were assigned Task Force 33, and Transrons 15 and
19 were assigned Task Force 34,

Transron 16J cowr:ndcd bir Commodore HcGOVIRN, was enzgaged
in training at LING.YEY at the time of tho surrender and was, with
Transdiv 35, selocted to move to the objective as the first echelon.
The 1lst Cavalry Division and the 112th Cavalry RCT werc cmbarked at
BAT/NGAS and elemcnts of Hcadquartmrs of GHQ and of the XI Corps
werc cmbarked at 1LNIL., On 25 Ausust, CTF 32 in the NMOUNT OLYKPUS
(AGC 8) and CTF 33 in the H huFORD (;P“ 106), Transron 16 and Transdiv
65 rendezvouscd outside M/IILA Bay and he Mdud for TOKYO, planning to
land, as agreced with the Eighth .rmy, on 1 Scptember, On receipt
however of informetion thet the initial stops of the occupation were
dela;cd two days beenuse of typhoon conditions, the convoy rctired
to SUBIC Bay until the mornlng of 27 liugust when they departed for
TDKiG, to arrive on 3 September consistent with the twc—day delay
in the schedule. advices from J[dmiral H.L38Y, Commander Third Flect,
indicated however that an earlier arrival was desired and, by incre “a-
ing speed and abandoning planned training CKMTGiSuS, the convoy ar-
rived on 2 Septcmber, passing up the harbor during the surrender
ceremony on the U.5.S, MISSOURI,

The lst Cavalry Division was unloadcd over the docks at
YOKOH.iiA end the 112th Cavalry RCT over the sceplane ramp ot TATEYAMA,
in outer TOKYO Bay. Both landings were without opposition and in
fact with cooperation by the local Japancse. On completion of un-
loading about 4 September, Transron 16 was assigned to Fifth iAmphib-
ious Force and Transdiv 65 to the Seventh JAmphibious Force, and left
the area and any further operations with the Third,

The sccond cchelon of the TOKYO Force was comprised of
Transron 13, under Commodore C.RLSON. This squadron commenced loading
the Americal Division at CEBU and Headquarters of the XIV Corps at
LEYTE about 25 fugust and departed for TOKYO on 1 Scptember, arriving
on 8 September, On completion of unloading about 11 September, 5 APis
and 1 APH were made availaeble for evacuation of recovered prisoners of
war, and the remaining ships of the squadron sailed for LEYTE for a
1ift under Task Force 3L, The cvacuation ships reported for loading
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after discharge at 14 NILA,

Transron 24 compriscd the third echelon under Task Force
33, It was commanded by Commodore E. T. SHORT. Loading of the 43rd
Division and elcments of 8th /rmy Headquarters at MAVIL, wes commenced
on 1 September and the squadron sailed for TOKYO on 7 September, are-
riving on the 13th, Unloading was complcted on the 16th, and Transron
2L, w2s then assigned to Seventh imphibious Force.

Transron 15, under command of Commodorc POPH.L{, was assigned
to lift the 8lst Division plus IX Corps Hecadquarters and Basc Units,
Of the squodron, three ships loaded at K.NIL:, the remainder at LEYTE,
Transron 15 departed for AOMORI under CTF 34 (Rear admiral CONOLLY)
on 18 September, arriving on 25 September, and landing without un-
toward incident, Cormander Third .mphibious Force had procceded from
YOKOH. 2. in MOUNT OLYMPUS and was present at this landing. The 3 [P.s
and 3 .Kis which werc loaded with IX Corps Hecadquarters were not une
loaded at ..OMORI but awaited the orrival of Transron 13 and joined
those ships scheduled for OT.RU. The remaining 3 .Kis departed 30
September for MiNIL. for a turnaround 1lift, Eleven of the remaining
4Pii8 were transfeorred to the 5th Flecet and two to the 7th Fleet.

conc of the ships of Transron 13 which returned prisoners
of war to ILWNIL: werc unable to arrive at loading points in time to
make the sccond echelon of Task Force 34, so it was necessary to
substitute four ships of Transron 19, which was forming up at that
time, The newly constituted Transron 13 commenced loading the 77th
Division at CEBU and IX Corps elements and basc command units at
LEYTE, MANIL: and B.TANGAS on 20 September, The squadron sailed on
26 September, arriving 2t OT.RU on 5 October. Three /P.s and one
AKdA, loaded with the 306 RCT, were diverted into H.KODATE for unloading
on 4 October. CTF 34 was present at and dirccted both these landingzs.
The OT.RU detachment completed unloading on & September, and those
at HiKOD.TE completed unloading on 6 September. Transron 13 was then
assigned to Seventh .mphibious Force, while the .iKis of Transron 15,
which unloaded at OT.RU, were sailed for LEYTXZ for another lift.

The 0S.GE (LSV 3), loaded with XIV Corps clements from
B.T.NG/.S, moved north with Transron 13 as far as TOKYO, to which
port she was diverted. .fter unloading, the OS.GE was made available
to ComServPac for the rcturn of personncl to thce United States,

Transdiv 51, consisting of 2 .\Pis and 2 .iK.s, was formed
from ships of Transron 19 to lift elements of the IX Corps troops
from LEYTE. They commenced loading on 26 September and sailed on
29 September, arriving OT.RU on 10 October, aftcr being diverted by
typhoons, /fter unloading, the /iP.s were turncd over to CinCPac for
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further assignment and the /Kis were ordered to i/NIL. for another
1ift, :

The only other commitments for Transron 19 were four AP.s
and two AK.s to lift the 158 RCT at LEG.SPI, and 3 .\P.s to 1lift XIV
Corps and USASCOM C elcments from B.T.liG.o and ILNIL., Thesc ships
commenced loading on 26 September, departed on 4 October and arrived
TOKYO on 13 October, On completion of unloading, nll .P..s exccpt one
werc ordered to CinCPac for assignment. The .Kius plus one .uP. were
returned to MMNIL. for another lift,

The 8th .rmy did not rcquir:c the scrvices of the remaining
six .P.s and 1 .\PH and thosc were ordered to ComScrvPac for return
of pcrsonncl to the United States on 28 Septcmber,

LST - LSM

This Forcoe wrs orizinally allocated 255 LSTs and 165 LSks
for the occup~tion of liorthern JuPil by the &h Jrny. Of the total
allocated, only 208 LSTs and 126 LSlis were assigned to the Third
amphibious Forec bccousc of the urgent need for landing type ships
in other areas, 'Ath this total, all 8th .rmy shipping requirements
were met at a satisfactory rate by turning around 21l LST and LSi!
echclons in a minimun of time, in the carly stages within a matter
of two or thrce days 2t either end of the run, The greater pro-
portion of L5Ts and LSks made two round trips to the 8th .rny arca--
a few made three round trips,

About mid-October the shipping recquirements were met to
the extent that L3Ts and LSMs could be rcleased for employment in
other arcas or sent back to the rear area for their postwar assign-
ment. On 25 October, 34 LSTs and 68 LSlls were rcleoased to ..dComPhibs-
Pac M\RIANAS for other assignments., On 5 November, 51 LSTs and 4 LSls
were likewise releascd, The remainder of this typc continue to be
employed by PhibGroup 11 and it is estimoted that all shipping re-
quirements to be fulfilled by LST and LSI types will be completed
by 1 December,

356 LST trips and 205 LS trips had been made up to 5 November.

i few LOTs and LSMs, not able to meintain the regular sche=-
dule due to necessary repairs, werc normally laid up for a considere
able period of time duc to either insufficient drydock facilitiecs or
to lack of adequate sprre parts, Generally specaking, LSlis proved to
be rather inefficient eargo carriers for so long 2 haul (1850 miles)
in the weather normally encountcred in the PHILIPPINE Sea area at
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this time of year,
ESCORTS

5 Destroyers, 10 DEs, 10 .PDs, 5 PCs, 1 PCE, 1 PCS, 6 SCs
were assigned to Third .mphibious Force as cescorts, This number wos
adequate for a poaceful occupation because escorts werc assigned
primarily as communication ships and minc dispos2l ships for the
convoys, BSoth of these functions werc performed satisfactorily and
the practice of escorting all convoys was continued throughout the
operation, The SCs proved unsatisfactory as escorts and it is es-
timated that 50 per cont of them were laid up for repairs during
the operation, By 5 November, 211 the destroyers and 211 but 7 DEs,
L /PDs and 5 PCs were rcle~scd from Third .mphibious Force.

MISCELL.NEQUS TYPES

In addition to the above, 3 .[PBs, 2 .RLs, 1 .TF werec as-
signed to the Third /mphibious Force and were anployed 28 follows:

YOLO (/PB 43) arrived in TOKYO Bay in mid=Scptember and
housed the pontoon causewzy platoons of TG 33,6, Port Director and
transient personnel,

PRESQUE ISLE (LPB 44) was routed on to OMINL.TO to house
SeaBee and Port Dircctor personnel; the SeaBee personncl being trans-
ferred to the iP. 26 on 6 October. On 9 October, operational control
passed to CTF 56,

BL.ACKFORD (.iPB 45) was diverted enroute .OMORI to TOKYO
Bay, wherc it was routed to S.SEBO ~nd rcleased to 5th Fleet for
NavTechdape

ROMULUS (L RL 22) arrived TOKYO 3ay 1 October and anchored
of f YOKOSUK.. and wns retained to meet thc urgent nced of an LST
repair ship in the area.

SATYR (ARL 23) arrived .AOMORI 4 October with a ScaBee repair
crow abonrd and was passed to the operational control of CTF 56 on
9 October,

JBLKI (ATF 96) operated in the Northern HONSHU arca, ac-
companyinz LST echelons to SEN.I from her station at .ONORI, Op-
erational control passcd to CTF 56 on 9 October, and on 2 November
she roverted to opecrational control of CTF 32 nnd was directed to
return to YOKOSUK.. and report to ComServDiv 102 for duty,

“«9 -
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As noted the troops and supplies of the XI Corps were
landed over docks in YOKOHAMA, save for the 112th Cavalry RCT landed
over the seaplane ramp at TATEYAMA, In North JAPAN the AOLCRI
troop landing was made by boats, part over a low seawall in the
city and part over beaches to the eastward, Transport stores were
landed over the seawall; AKAs were taken alongside a dock and there
unloaced, In HAKODATE and OTARU docks were utilized satisfactorily,

For the third phase ports, however, difficultles arose,
Initially the Eizhth Army stated that all troops and supplies would
be moved by rail from YOKOHALA to SENDAI and NIIGATA and no shipping
would be needed. Tunnel and bridge limitations however prevented
the rail movement of equipment and it was necessary to implement
the XIV Corps headquarters and the 1llth Airborne Division at SHIDAI
and the 27th Division at NIIGAT.\ by sea,

The small port of SHIOGAMA, fifteen miles from SENDAI,
was found accessible to vessels of 24 feet draft or less and a
number of LSTs and LSlis were discharged there as well as several
transports and AKAs by boat service from an anchorage outside.

The port of LIIGATA on the west coast of HONSHU however
was blocked by mines laid by the U.S. .rmy Air Force, These included
magnetic acnustlc and pressure types with sterilization dates ex-
tending to February, 1946, Though the Japanese had reported having
swept an entrance channel into the port, it was also reported that
six of their ships had been sunk entering this port and it was
obviously unsafe to use this channel, Accordingly, an Under .Jater
Demolition Team embarked in the WALTER YOUNG (APD 131) with a rep-
resentative of the Force Commander was despatched to reconnoiter for
a suitable landing beach in the vicinity of NIIGATA. One was lecated
at SENAMI about 20 miles northeast of that port and all cargo destined
for NIIGATA was satisfactorily unleaded over this beach from LSTs

and LSMs,
IV, QPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE = NAVAL VESSELS
22, Shipping ordercd to the Third /mphibious Force was X
F ordered to report for duty when "Ready for Sca", In goneral, trans- Al
port types reported ready for extended operations and tl'ma sh:l.ps, e

f.hroughmt._ . ﬂquired Listle meictenaoss pther then B e fean
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the speed with which it was accomplished it was decided to relax the
standards of readincss normally required for an assault landing.
Landing craft types were, therefore, classed as "ready" as soon as
hulls were considered seaworthy and engines capable of making the
round trip to J.P.N, It was recognized and accepted that this policy
would create accelerated maintenance requiroments later, but in the
meantime the extreme urgency for shipping would have been met, Orig-
inal plans g¢ontemplated that three round trips to J.PilN would be
required by all ships allecated to the Third .mphibious Forcec,

3, 8 The extended duration of this operation and the great
amount of steaming requircd by all ships made it evident that pro-
vision must be made for maintenance, cspecially so since the occupation
of JiP.\N was to take placc during the height of the typhoon scason
and all Third .imphibious Forcc shipping as well as all logistic and
maintcnange facilities would remain within the typhoon area through-

Overall plans called for the establishment by Commander
ivision 102 of lo:sistic and maintcnance facilities in the
>a, However, adequate facilities werc also available in the
WR and LANIL/A~SUBIC areas, To assurc that the maximum scre
vices of CSD 102 would be available for cmergency cascs, it was
decided that Third imphibious Force shipping would normally obtain
logistics and maintenance in the PHILIPPINGES. LSTs operating between
OKIN.. /i and J.P.iN would obtain similar services through Commander
Naval Opcrating Base, OKIN.'I\. All transport types and about half
the landing craft tvpes returning to the PHILIPPINES were to be
routed via LUYTE where a minimum logistic and upkeep period would
be provided. The other half of the landing craft types were to be
routed via MINILA where they would receive similar services, (s the
charactcr of the occupation became apparent the facilities of CSD 102
were utilized more and morc until toward the close of the operation,
it had become routine for CSD 102 to effect all desirable voyage
rcpairs to LSTs, LSMs and cscorts in the TOKYO Bay arca,

25, liaintenance requiremcnts were adequately met by the
Service Forces, Storm damage and increased timc at sca duc to a
higher than average numbcr of typhoons, incrcased the meintcenance
requirements., However, this was morc than balanced by the peaceful
nature of the occupation, which rcsulted in no battle damage and
also in greatly reduced shipping requirements by the /jrmy.

V. CONCLUSION

20, The enclosures hercwith illustrate some of the fcatures
of this aperation, Attantien is particularly jnvited to the acre-
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FIE25/.:31¢-9(3) THIRD /3PHIBTOUS FQARGE 00/au
Office of the Commander
Serial: 0446

COI'FIDEN TIAL 5 November 1945
Subject: Report on tho Occupation of Northern J.PiN.

logical anncx, showing the typhoons precvalent durinz this period

and the measures adopted to avoid thems ‘thile no coubat was involved
and no opposition developed cither en routc or at the objcctives,

thc rapid and safe delivery of large numbers of men and larze amounts
of stores, 180,417 men and 272,827 tons of storcs, to the occupation
armies of JiP.N is belicved highly creditable to thc vesscls of this
Force and to the personncl manning them,

27 Throughout the operation the Commanding General of
the Eighth ..rmy and his subordinate commanders and the officers and
mcen of its various componcnts evidenced a spirit of understanding
and coopcration, doubtless the result of long experience in amphibious
operations in this war, It has becn a pleasurce for the Third J/mphib-
ious Forcc to work with and for them,

28, This operation concludes the work of the Third ..mphib-
ious Force and with its completion the Force is dissolving., It is
beliceved that from its inception as the .mphibious Force, South
Pacific in the GU.D.LC.ILL landing, through the long South Pacifiec
Campaign, and in the .P.L.U attack and the LEYTE and LING.YEIN assaults,
it has substantially contributed to the ultimatc success of the war
against JuPaN. Its constitution has voried as ships were assigned
to it for successive operations or withdrawn for assigrment to other
amphibious forces, but its identity has continued for over three years,
The present Force Commander, who has aectcd as such for nearly two
and a half ycars, is proud of the Force and of the rccord he belicves
it has made, and values highly the opportunity of association with
the hundreds of staunch vesscls and the many thousands of officers
ugd men who have from time to time comprised thc Third .mphibious
rorce.,

s ( i ,""".‘
]. e \ II_L L"‘.., b el e

T. S, WILKINSON.
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CULPOSITION CF TASK FORCE 32

Task Force 32 - Vice Admiral WILIINSON ‘
(Rear Admiral HALL Secofd in Command)

Force Flagship = IOUNT OLYiFUS - Captain DILL&VOU 1 AGC

32.1 Lscort Carrier Group - Captain TAYLOR

SALAAUA 1l CVE

CortDiv 70 less GILLIGAN =~ Commander CULLINAL

WILLIAM SEIVERLING, ULVERT L. LIOORE,
KENDALL C, CAMPBELL, GOSS, GRADY 5 DE

32.2 Third Underwater Demolition Group = Captain kcCLAUGHRY

GANTNER (F) - UDT 24

JOSEFH i, AUMAL - UpT 7

Vi« Jo PATTISCN - UDT 18

COOK - UDT 20

BEGOR - UDT 21

JALTZR XL, YOUNG - UDT 22

KNUDSON - UDT 25

JALTER B. COEB - UDT 27

8 APD
8 UDT
32,3 Screening Group - Captain ADALS
DesDiv 13 - Captain ADaliS (CDS 7)

BENSON (F), 1:4YO, 1iDISON,

HILARY P, JON.S, CHiRLES F. HUGHLS 5 DD
LPD Escorts = Captain GORDILIER

BURKE (F), BROCK, J. E. CALPBELL,

HOFFING, ODU, ENRIGHT, LEE FCX,

Jo @. ROBERTS, J. C. RUBINSCN 9 APD
CortDiv 35 « Captain LITCHFIZLD

BARL K. OLSEN, BUL0JS, GANDY,

SLATBR, EBERT, CATES 6 DE
PCE 877 1 PCE
PCS 1452 4 PCS
PC 466, 549, 1177, 1180, 1230 5 PC
SC 1316, 1323, 1341, 1350, 1360 5 8C

* ]
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32.10 Air Support Control Group = Commander IL.CCULLIN

33 = TOKYO Force = Rear jidmiral HALL

Force Flegship = HANSFCID = Commander LYIICH 1 4PA ‘

Transhon 16 (Temporary) = Commodore iicGOVZRK

TransDivs 46, 47, 48 (Temporary)

CECIL (SF) = ComTransDiv 46 (Commodore icGOVERN)
RUTLALD (F) = CowmTransDiv 47 (Captain HUTTON)
TALL.DiEGA (F) = ComTransDiv 48 (Captain ANDRE/S)
DEUEL, D/iRK&, LENAWEE, HIGHL.NDS, ST. LiRY'S,

BOSQUE, 1X530ULL, DICKENS, DAUPHIN, SHERBURNE,

GASCONADE, BOTETOURT 15 APL
TOLLAND, YANCEY, WHITESIDE, FilINA

WEDEA, LIBRA, SIRONA, TODD, SKAGIT 9 LKk

TransDiv 65 (Temporary) = Captain ROGZHS

Li\.VACi (F), CLZ.RFIZLD, SHERIDIN,
BRISCO&, CULLMAN 5 hPh

TransRon 13 (Temporary) = Commodore Carlson

TransDivs 37, 51, 35, 53 (Teupora:y)

H.RRIS (Si') = ComTransRon 13 (Commodore C..RLSUN)
GOODHUE (F) = ComTransDiv 51 (Captain ALLZIN)
CLLAY (F) = CowTransDiv 35 (Captain BLRTMAN)
ROCKBRIDGE = ComTransDiv 53 (Captain THORNTON)
HEY 00D, HYDZ, NiVARRO, OCONTC, SiiUEL CH.SE,
NIAGiRA, BRACKEN, GUSHEL, INDSOR, KITTSCH,

PIL;'L:. :D 15 J..aPh
POL.KA, UNION, WOUDFCRD, TO AV,

ROLETTE 5 i.Ki
TRYON 1 LPH

TransRon 24 (Temporary) = Commodore SHORT

TransDivs 70, 36, 71 (Temporary)

DiDE (SF) - ComTransRon 24 (Commodore SHCRT)
IONRCVIAL (F) = ComTransDiv 36 (Captain TYLER)
BROOKINGS (F) = ComTransDiv 71 (Captain D.VIS)
ORISBY, SAN SiL.., 'I.RREN, N.Pi, ST. CROIX,
ELKHART, OK.L0O0S., CLARZNDON, FULLER,

SITKh, CLINTON 1, iPh

LEO, LLHEN., L.CERT. , LELLENA,

OSTARA, ATHENE, VENANGO 7 LKA

ANN 4RUNDEL 1 AP
“ 2w
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TransRon 19

BRO..DiTER, H.RRY LiE, HEY 00D,
LEZDSTOWN, LENDOGING, SLNDOVLL,

T/ ZBNELL 7 LAP4
MULIPHEN, ALHENA 2 LKA
YOLO (iPB 43), PRESQUL ISLE (APD 44), BL.CKFORD' (iPB 45) 3 ,PB

LCT Flotilla

ComLCTFlot 16 in LC(FF) 1031 = Lt Comdr. LZ4IS

LCT 001, 406, 493, 521, 525, 536, 587, 605, 606, 642, 707,
1002, 1006, 1007, 1009, 1010, 1041, 1217, 1228, 1235,
1238, 1345, 1433 23 LCT

31 OLIIN.TO Force = Rear .dmiral CONCLLY

Force Flagship = ..PP.L.CHL.I =« Ceptain RENN 1 .GC

TransRon 15 (Tew orary) = Co:uiodore FPOPHAM

BAYFIZID (SF), BERRIGN, KERSH../, LO.INDZS,
NEWBERRY, C.TROL, FERGUS, CROCKLTT,
FILLMORE, R.MLINS, ROCKW.LL, EDGZ2CO:BE,

HAPTON, ROCKINGH.i:, FITT, CLISIE. 16 LPL
SCUTH/JPTON, ODERON, SHOSHOLE,
JRRICK, THEE:IY, CORVUS, LIBRA 7 AKh

Transion 13 (Temporary) = Commodore C.RLSON

HiRRIS (SF), SiMUZL CH..SE, BR.CKEN, CL4Y,

BL/ND, GOSHZN, INDSOR, L.STL.ND,

MOUNTRAIL, L.PORTAE, ROCKBRIDGE,

NI.GARN, KITTSON, W.ViRRO, CCONTO 15 JiPi
BETELGEUSE, ROLETTE, POL.NA,

SUFFOLK, WOODFORD, TOC" NER 6 LK
0SAGE 1l LSV
TransDiv 51 (Temporary)
FH.TJETFE 3 n'.'lub:EOﬂN 2 111P.I:.u
CHiRA, LULEN 2 LKA
LBNAKI (LTF 96) (Temporary duty) 1 LTF
CiATAMOUNT (LSD 17) (Temporary duty) 1 LSD
LCS(L) Group
ComLCS(L)Flot 3 = Captain T. C. /YLW.RD in LC(¥F) 988
ComLCS(L)Group 8 = Lt, Comdr. E., C. THOLLS in LC(FF) 485
LC(L) 11, 312, 44, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, &3, 22 10 rcs(L)

-3 -
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ComLCS(L)Group 9 = Lt, B. 4ie THILKIELD

LC3(L) 25, 38, 39, 40, 109, 110, 111, 112, 8 LCS(L) ‘

LCT Group

LCT 808, 84,8, 1248, 1341, 1374, 1422 6 LT

LST Flgtillas

The following LST Flotilla Commanders and the 1STs listed below
were interchanged by CTF 32 among the various Task Units of CTF 33 and
CTF 34.

ComLSTFlot 6 - Captain JEINTRAUB in LC(FF) 1080
ConlSiFlot 14 = Captain SinY in LC(FF) 425
ComLSTFlot 16 = Captain SE.RS in LC(FF) 763
ComLSTFlot 25 - Captain RICHTWR in LC(FF) 792
ComLSTFlot 29 - Captain PATEASON in LC(FF) 998
ComlL STFlot 31 - Captain COVILGTCN in LC(FF) 793
ComL3TFlot 32 = Captain C.3SON in LiT 902
ComLSTFlot 35 = Captain JO[MLECN in IC(FF) 424
ComLSTFlot 36 - Japtain SHL. in IST 284

LST Hull Numbers

16 376 532 679 760 838 900 982 1070
17 379 58 60 73 839 902 98, 1071
?l 395 pleih 662 770 842 903 988 1072
49 398 590 683 W22 . els 0L 995 1085
ﬁé L46 591 9 7% 84ty 908 99 1091
p LLG 593 696 779 &48 910 1Q05 1097
?3 L91 595 697 780 a8L9 911 1007 1101
70 495 605 705 781 850 912 1010 1105

133 581 606 707 790 853 915 1011 1106

= 502 607 711 791 85., 916 101, 1108
2 504 616 732 ' . 7793 855 922 1016 1109

131 539 621 713 797 857 923 1025 1135

133 535 620 721 798 858  929(H) 1032

176 536 631 722 799 867 931 1034

197 540 641 725 801 875 QL5 1035

205 545 6,2 730 802 878 936 1051

213 547 6447 131 803 88l 938 1052

230 558 651 38 805 885 950 1055

=hd 80 ° 6h3 W36 el @8k 941 osy

283 502 059 Th5 816 889 LT 1061

281, 570 660 Tho 824, 893 G5k 1052

286 572 666 4T 825 894 960 1043

288 513 667 filos 827 895 972 1064

309 590 670 752 831 896 973 1065

377 581 673 757 832 898 981 1068 +1% LST
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LS Flotillas

The following LSi Flotilla Cormanders and the LSis listed helow
vere interchanged by CIF 32 anmong the various Tosk Units of CTF 33 and

CTF 343

ConlS!Flot 1 = Corrander TALIAFEERO in LC(FF) 369
ConL€iFlot 2 = Cormender LORRISON in LC(FF) 775 (Senior)
CorL8IFlot 6 = Corvwnder QUIN in LC(FF) 532

ConLSlFlot 8 « Coumander DOE in LC(FF) 656

ConLS!Flot 14 ~ Lieutenint Commander ['eCALIDL in LSiI 396
CoulSiFiet 16 - Corrander S, J, MeKEE in LC(FF) 783

LSH_Hull Fubers

b 29 61 % 139 165 216 254 319
6 A 68 9N e I 217 259 323
7 B 7 95 144, 175 218 256 324,
8 N TR 99 U 177 221 257 3R5
11 N 73 100 150 130 226 202 326
16 3 95 Wb 151 181 229 280 331
17 9 &1 D7 154 182 220 281 332
18 M 82 X2k 156 183 23, 282 342
19 4 83 126 158 184, 235 211 346
21l A2 8¢ 120 159 185 240 312 247
22 45 87 132 160 186 244, 313 350
22 56 88 134, 161 210 245 315 370
24 % .89 1IN 163 212 247 216 379

Last Page
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292
395
39
454
455
463
471
LT
479
480

128 LSK
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INTSLLIGENCE

1, The Intelligence recuirements for the occupation of JAFAL
were noticeably reduced from those of an assault operation. The main
point in cormon with many previous operations was the short time be~
tween the receipt of the warning order and the date of Initial land-
ings, approximately three weeks ela sing between receipt of the warning
orcer and dejarture of the initial coiivoys. 4As the TOKYO Bay landing
was the tirst scheduled, time was very limited for the procurement or
production. of charts or photos. This necessitated obtaining charts
and maps from amuy depots in the FHILIFFIIL area or producing them
aboard the r'lagsh.p. Because of the short time available and the
fluidity of detailed plans only data on the TULYO vay area was distri-
buted initially aird Com.ander amphibious Group THREs was made respon-
sible for the distribution of all Intelligence ior the AQOLOLI-HOKKAIDO
landings,

2, linefields = The location of eneny aud allied minefields,
and the status or sweeping and position oi swept channels, first ror
TOKYO Bay area and later for the OiduaTO, ouliDal and LIIGATA areas were
very essential, Information provided by Cinclac=CinciOA on JaPAN was
found to be substaatially correct, although a few additional mine lines
and further cetuils oi existing lines were later obtained from the
complete report of the Japanese headquarters. The location and status
of allied minefields was much more difficult to obtain accurately as
most of the mines were aerial laid and possibly as much as ten miles
out of position, These were also the more difficult to sweep beiig
acoustic, magnetic and pressure riines, WLIIGATA was particularly
heavily mined by USASTAF, over 800 mines being dropped within six miles
ol thc harbor entrance. 4s priority of sweeping «id not permit early
clearaice of the WIIGATA area, LoT's and other craft were unloaded at
OulbAll-HAKUCHI, 25 miles to the northeast and viell clear oi the ininefields.

3. \eather - ceptember and October are the le.viest typhoon
months in the western lacific area, Because of the iiany and serious
problems jresented this is being covered by a separate section of the
report.

Le aterfront and Dock conditiocus = The condition of waterfiront
and docks at YOKOHalA and later at ACMOII and OTalkl were uncertain be<
cause of the recent air attacks by Third rleet Units. Aerial photos
oi late July, prioir to the last attack, showed a few of YOKOHALA docks
with bomb damage and sowe additional damage to buildings and warehouses
to that given in ONI report "Fort of YOKOHAIAM =OF=16-Fs57=L5 of lay
1945, A resume of this report corrected from aerial photos was dis-
tributed to the initial echelons of AFA's and AKA's, The findings were
checked by a reconnaissance party three days prior to the actual landings
with only minor changes being reported,

5 Beach conditions in oaGALI WAN and TaToYA A WAl = SACGAMI VAN
was an alternate landing area for YOKOHALA and available photos and charts
indicated it to be suitable for all types of landing craft without cause=-
ways \jest of SAGAWD GA'/A and rast of there with causeways for LoT's,
shallow mines were reported of i shore so that it would have been necessary
to clear passages to the beaches. Fortunately, changed plans made this

-] -
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necessary.

Landings were made at the TalLYalh concrete seaplane ramp based
on personal reconnaissance rather than on the beaches initia.ly re-
commended from photographs. However, these would have been adequate if
better facilities had not been readily available, UJTs were used to
check dock and beach conditions as well as rark beaches in all areas.

6. Aerial and Coastal Defenses = As the area was to be lightly
occupied in advance and the inactivation of .ajor coast cefenses, com-
batant ships and aircraft checked there was liiutle need for elaborate
Intelligence on these ratters, The primary needs were bombardment and
air support charts of landing areas for use i call support to neutralize
any local resistance that developed.

7. laps and Charts - AMS 1/250,000 and 1/50,000 maps of the
immediate landing areas were distributed to all the major crait of the
early echelons, laterial was left with Flot and Group Com anders of
subsequent echelons to be distributed to whatever ships were assigned
to their convoys,

lany of the landing craft were not believed to hold a port-
folio which contained large scale charts of the Japanese Harbors so a
linited number of the iiecessary charts were reproduced aboard ship,
including harbor charts of YOKCEALA and YOKOSULA with an overprint
shoving bomb damage ancg corrected shoreline based on aerial photographs.,

After arrival TGO Bay a revised YOKOHALA chart was produced
showing berths, docks and lz..ding point designatious used by CT¥ 33,
A gumilar chart of TOKYO Harbor was reproduced using a Jap Chart and
an overprint of the Japanese designation for docks and other points,

Japanese charts of OldNATO, SHIOGALA and OTAnU were re-
produced in sections and distributed at TOLYQO Bay to units proceeding
to the other objectives of this Force,

8+, Aerial Fhotographs - Available aerial photos were used to
the maxiiaum extent but time and the aliiost complete breakdown in de-
livery procedure prevented receipt of those requested ilown,

aerial photos of late July were readily available of the
YOKOHARA Docks but did not cover the damage from the last Third Fleet
strikes., ComPhibsPa¢ had early requested coverage of the ACIDide
HAL.ODaTu, NIIGATA and SilDAL areas at suell scale but these photos
were not received by this comend in time to be of any value, This
was partly caused by the prohibition of all aerial flights over
Japanese areas for the tuwo to three weeks preceeding the signing of
surrender terms. To fill these deficiencies CTF 33 was reqguested to
obtain photos of SHIOGxlA but these were also too late - eight days
being required for the delivery from the carrier. Consequently to
obtain the advance data on beaches it was found necessary to send an
officer of the staff with a UDT to check each beach and landing peint
prior to sending craft to use it. This practice was followed for
the landiugs at YOKOHaMA, TATOYAIla, AOMORI, SHIOGAMA and SENA!T HAKUCHI,

- 0
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9. Comments - There were many gaps in the Intelliyence for the
occu; ation of JAFAN, This was particularly true in the assuied dis=
tribution to small craft in later echelons, due to difficulties in
establishing the composition and movements of fask Units, All delivery
and comaunication systems appeared to be clojged slowing delivery,

However, the information on the two critical items, mine-
fields and weather was generally adequately received,

Last Page
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COLZ.UNICATIONS

fl- - GME“;C“HO PLJ'tI I'II:\I:‘-

1 Communication planning was aifected by the following factors:

- T

(a) The short time availuble for the planning stages of the
operation,

(b) The distance between the two objectives assigned this
command.,

(¢) The necessity for providing for alternative assault
landings over beaches.

24 Commander fuaphibious Forces had published the corraunication
annex for the OLYiL'IC (}..JESTIC) operavion. This annex was
used as the basis for o communication planning .memorandunm
issued by Commander fuaphibious Forces Pucific Fleet for the
CAilPUS oseration. The comaunication planning msmorandum
provided the for.a eround which the comaunication plan for
this force wes developed,

L

In view of the wide separetion between the areas assigned
this command it wes necessary to design the camaunication
plan to give subordinate comne:ders the widest possible
letitude in the conduct of communic:itions in their &re.s,

in overcll olan wis providea on which ewcch subordinate
comm.nder could base his staging, cruising and lunding plans.

e Conferences were held durlng the preparation of the pl:ins
in order to permit the communicition officers of subordincte
comuanders en opsortunity to clariiy all points of possible
ambiguity. Subordinzte comucnds thus received carly in-
formation enabling them to prepare their own plins while
the overall plan was being foruulated,

D The plan as evolved proved satisfuctory except for o few
ainor peoints which were progptly corrected.

B. R.DIO NETS.

1, Upon arrivel in the TOKYO Bay srea it wes discovered thet
the harbor circuits alrecdy vs:'blixhcd by Comuacnder Third
Fleet were alrezdy so locded that the wddition oi aisphibious
communications would hive seriously overlouded these circuits.
It wes therzfore docided to retain the Task Force comion
(530kes) and the Task Force VHF cummon (65.34mes). The
latter circuit wes secured when traffic on the Fleet VHI
coumon could cccomodete waphibious tratfic, The W conunon
circuit proved extremely valucble as a local aree ewphibious
comman and was retained &s such throughout the operetion.

24 The Third /m hibious rorce Task Group commander's circuit
(2216kes) was designed for communications over the compar-

U
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atively short distences involved in the OLYMPIC operation.
However, in the C..IPUS operution, the distunce between the.
TOKYO Bay .rea and the TSUG..RU Straits ..rec wes too great
to permit reliuble 24 hour comaunication. It was therefore
eecessary to obtain a higher frequency. The only evailible
frequency was 3570 kes and this frecuency, while it did not
produce optimum results, w.s gencrally saticfactory.

C. HR.DIO DISCIPLINE.

T it sea, radio silencce below 60 mes was imposed except
where otherwise speciitied by responsible comacnders. The
purpose of this rcstriction was to provide better control
of radio eircuits and to prevent their unnecessary use,

2, When radio silence wos lifted, redio discipline proved
satisfactory.

D. TRiFFIC,

) I The C.liPUS operation was conducted during the period of
greatest typhoon frecucncy, The necessity for diverting task
units from the paths of the storms, plus the necessity for
obtaining frecuent weather reports from these task units,
required considerable traffic of urgent and operational
priority preccdence which increased the comnunication load
considcrably.

2e Plans were mede to handle a large voluiue of press traffic
but' only a small amount matcerialized and this expedi-
tiously handled.

E. RADIO TEIATYPE ..ND TELEPHONE.

le CF-1-/, telephone terwinal (C..RRIZR), equipment provided
by the .rmy wes installed in the HOUNT OLYirUS shortly after
her arrival at [LJdILu., In conjunction with the VHF R.IT
equipment used ashore, this ecuipment provided tclephone
and teletype communicetions to .rumy headguarters. These
circuits expedited considerebly the interchange of information
between the landing force headcuarters end th.s command.
This circuit was also used in TOKYO Bay and provided excel=

lent teletype end good telephone CDmMUHltutIDF with ..rmy
headquarters ashore.

& The HF R.TT ecircuit to GU.li proved its value in expediting
traffic either for relay on Fox circuits or for relay via
point-to-point teletype circuits from GU.N to PE.RL H.RBOR
or the PHILIPPINAS., This equipment will have en increasingly
important place in future communications.

1. Provisions were made for the aatabli.nhmant of mh Jom el i _f_fj-

a




communications ¢s were recquired to furnish the cmbirked .rmy
troops with messs cs of interest to them, Orgoenic ship's
equipnent was made availible «nd wes used until .amy cquip-
ment wes ¢ shore and functioning.

G. R.D.R COUNTERLE SURES .

1 While it was not expected thet radar counteramcasurcs would
be necessary, provisions were mide to intercept enemy rodaer
trensmissions and to Jam if required. Howev.r, no inter-

cueptions were logged.
H. VISU..L.

Ls The lifting of darken ship reouirements reduced the neces-
sity for the usc of N.NCY equipment. In order to continue
treining in this couipment it was required that N.NCY be

uscd for routine night commnications and that flashing
light oe uscd only when nccessery.

I. M.TERI.L,

i In general, the performence of radio, visuel and redar material

was exccellent,
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NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT

A, TOKYO ARZA

1. while it was assumed that the landings in the TOKYO Area
of the troops carried by this Force would be unopposed, nonetheless
it was considered desirable to be prepared for local opposition from
unreconciled enemy units. Therefore, llaval Gunfire Support plans were
prepared to cover landings on HIRO and UE.GA beaches in SLGALI * AN on
2 September and on T.TEY/iA beach the following day. L plan vias also
prepared for a landing on the less heavily defended ICHIEU beach, about
10,000 yards to the north of T.TEYiii., should conditions at the latter
make & landing there inadvisable,

24 The area within a radius of 4,000 yards of the beaches .as
divided into sectors for which assigned ships were responsible. In
delineating these sectors of responsibility, terrain features, such as
rivers, highways and ridge lines, were used to the maxinum extent
practicable in order to facilitate orientation of ships and particularly
spotting aircraft with respect to their assigned sectors.

3 Ships were to be alert to observe and report in their sectors
any evidence of threatening enemy movement, to take under fire any
batteries offering resistance and endangering our ships and forces, and
to execute the Schedule of Fires if so ordered by CTF 32,

b The Schedule of Fires covered a period from H-120 to H plus
240 and upon order was to be entered at the time of the order with
respect to H-hour. For example, for sudden opposition at H-20, as the
boat waves advanced, the schieduled fires et H-20 were to be begun and
the schedule thereafter followed, unless M=hour should be delayed by
signal. Provision was made for the lifting of fires as troops advanced.

De The Fire Support Group for HIRO and UE.Gi. beaches was to
have consisted of 4 OBB's, 2 CL's, 2 CL's and 13 DD's; and that for
T.TEY'dii. (or ICHIBU) of 2 OBB's, 2 CL'S, 2 CL's and 4 DD's.

6. These precautions proved to be unneeded as Japanese cooper-
ation fulfilled the most optimistic expectations. FIRO and UB.GL
beaches viere eliminated entirely as landing points by the use of
YOKOH. .. harbor and docks, and the need for support at TLATEY.li. beach
vas illustrated in [dmiral F.ISEY's despatch:

"iSG VICE /DLIR.L WILKINSON X 7'ILL PROVIDE WELL ..Ri&ED
ROv BO.T FOR FIRS SUPPORT IF NIEDED X LDVISE X H.LSEY"

The hint was not lost and all preparations for fire support and air
support were cancelled.

B.  NORTHERN .RE

T Stand-by fire support, from cruisers and destroyers, and
limited air support from two CVE's were on station for the landing of

e
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the 8lst division at /.0i/ORI on 25 September but no firing was necessary
as the landing was entirely unopnoscd but rather facilitated by Japanese
cooperation.

8. Similarly stand-by fire suprort and very limited air support
from cruis¢r planes and Vii's of a seaplane squadron based at JuIN..TO,
were present at the landings at H/KOD.TE on 3 October and OT.RU on 4
October, but again were not employed.

C. SUBSEQUENT L.NDINGS

9. No fire or eir support was contemplatcd for any landings
subsequent to those noted above in the same localities, nor for land-
ings at SFIOG.ius or SEN.LI (near NIIG.T.).
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AIR SUFFORT OF uRaTIONS

1, FLAKNNING

(a) Flanning for CALFUS was executed aboard the U,5,5, HOUNT
OLYMFUS at LiLILA. Because of the very limited time permitted for
plannii.g and the lack of essential information relative to the forces
involved and the emplovment of those forces, the Air Support klan
was based on the Joint otaff Study for CALKFUS. Assumptions based
on an estimate of the sjtuation directly concerning the Thirc
Amphibious Force were J4ritten into the plan with provision for dis-
seminating detailed iristructia: by dispateh as the situation developed.

(b) The communication plan as derived froii Comthibskac Comauni-
cation Flan for OLYLFIC was adequate although designed for a large
scale assault operation., uvome cnanges in frequency assignment were
nccessary after arriving at the objective but this was accomplished
without incident.,

(c) CinCkac=-CinCFOA Air Approach Charts were used for air Sup-
port maps, distribution of which was made direct to all supporting
carrier forces., These mps were supplemented by Bombardment Charts
of the landiig areas prepared abeard the U,5,5. MOUNT OLYIFUS and
distributed with ComThirdFPhibror Cperation Flan. Maps and charts
available are believed to have been adequate for any emergency
situation which might have occurred but not for a continued assault
action,

(d) Air support was planned for initial landiugs at (1) YOKOHALA
(or SAGALT Beach) (2) TaTuYalih (3) AOMORI (L) OTARU, but was not
planned nor utilized at any subsequent landings at these ports or at
other ports.

2., ENRCUTE TOKYO BAY AREA (First Convoy)

(a) Combat Air Fatrol - see paragraph (6).
(b) Air Anti-Submerine Fatrol,

(1) Air Anti-Oubmarine Fatrol was recuested from FUAF for
cover of this force enroute efiective 27 August and until re-
lieved by the CVE Group (TG 32.,1). lio aircraft reported on
station nor was any reply received to this request,

(2) The UsSeos SalallUA (CVi=96) provided air Anti=-submarine
Fatrol commencing at 0620 on 29 septerber and until the evening
of 1 beptember, prior to arrival of this force at YUKOHAMA,
hequirements for both air Anti-sSubmerine Fatrol and Combat Air
Fatrol werc iade by dispateh. Detailed information and the
Air Flan were delivered later at sea,

(3) Plan GuOKGE FTF 223 A (2 sector) was flown daily through
daylight hours and without incident. This patrol .as controlled
by CaSCU in the U.5.5. MOUNT OLY.PUS. The net control officer

%1
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was stationed in CIC and was thus aided in tracing and plotting the
patrol by use of the radar foeilities,

3. YOKOHAMA LAIDING - 2 September,

Commander Third Fleet Operation Plan 11-45 was received
enroute and set forth supporting services for this force, In view
of the reduced requirements for Air Support request was made to
CTF 38 to delete the offensive air support scheduled and to pro=-
vide only Air Observation and Photographic missions for the landing
at YOKOHAMA, The CVE Group (TG 32,1) also was requested to pro-
vide one photographic mission to cover the aporoach of this force
to the [OKOHAMA area, Air observers from both the fast carriers
(TG 38,4) and from the U,5,S. SiLAAUA were directecd to report the
conditions of the dock area and the movement of ships and boats de=
barking troops. Photographic planes were assigned coverage of the
same, These missions were executed in an excellent manner and re-
sults were very satisfactory.

de TATEYANA L.IDING » 3 Septenber,

(a) Air Support requirements for this landing were also re-
duced to Air Observation and Photographic missions and provided by
fast carriers (TG 32,1) only. Employment was the same as for YOKO-
HAMA and again excellent coverage was provided and results very
satisfactory, VHF eommunications were used to control these missions
and were entirely satisfoctory.,

(b) ALPs were directed to establish communieations for ship
to shore liaison, Communications were satisfactory.

- Scheduled Air Support in connection with landiigs by this
force were secured at 1300, 3 September 1945,

6. FIGHTER DIRECTION,

(a) Fighter cover was rcquested from Far Eastern Air Force
for Task Foree 32 enroute to objective effective 27 and 28 August

1945, No aireraft reported on station nor was any reply received
from the request,

(b) The U,S,S, SALANAUA provided Combat Air Patrol from
29 August to 2 September 1945 inclusive, The CAP consisted of four
Fli=28 (Wildeats) and was under the control of the Force Fighter
Director in the U,S.S5, MOUNT OLYMPUS, Actual control of the fighter
aircraft wos held by that ship's officers except during the afternoon
of 31 August and early morning of 1 September when fighter direction
was passed to the SALAMAUA,

(¢) There was a total of 30 bogeys encountered enroute to
the objective, Of these 19 were successfully intercepted and proved
to be transport planes. Ten individual bogeys were "scen" the night
of 31 August and one bogey during the TATEYAMA landing when no CAP
was airborne,

; ' R e . : ;
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(d) As FORMOSA was well within range of the convoy and as there
had been no formal surrcnder, a policy was adopted to intercept all
aircraft sharing IFF Code 1 that werc closing the disposition,
Twenty-one such interceptions were made and all aireraft were identi- "
ficd as transports, \

(e) Total interceptions attempted enroute were 41, and 40
were successful, The one which was not successful faded from the
scope when 20 miles from the CAP and was never picked up again, It
consisted of several planes showing Code 1,

(f) The interccptions were well handled by all the fighter
directors that controlled the CAP, The SP Radar on both the MOUNT
OLYMPUS and SALAMAUA gave good altitude determination ‘- which was a
leading factor in placing the CAP in a position to properly inter-
cept all bogics and Code 1 aircraft,

(g) As Commander Task Force 31 was charged with the responsi=-
bility of the air defense of TOKYO Bay, the CAP on 2 September was
returned to the SALAMAUA ot 0758, At that time there was a local
CAP of 12 VF controlled by the Force CIC officer in the SOUTHERLAND
(DD=743). During the day the CAP was reduced to 8 and cffective
5 Scptember all CAP was cancelled,

7.  SECOND CONVOY,

The SALANAUA lcft the TOKIO areca after the landing of the
first convoy and met the second (TransRon 13) on & September, one
route to YOKOHAMA, furnishing anti-submarine patrol and combat air
patrol as for the first, until arrivel on 8 September,

8,  NORTHERN JAPAN.

Air supnort was supplicd by planes from two CVEs, the HOGGATT
BAY and NATANIKAU, which worc assigned by Commander Task Force 56,
Rear Admiral DENEBRINK, the local representative of Commander Fifth
Fleet., The CVEs, opcrating about 50 miles east of MUTSU “ALK, launched
a combat air patrol (4 VF), air observer (1 VTB), dircct air group
(4 VF and 4 VTB) and photo planes (4 VIB) at 0530 on the initial day
of landing, Dumbo services were furnished by VPE aireraft operating
from the OMINATO scadrome, The air supvort units wore released at
dark 25 Scptember, and the CVEs rclecased, to procced to YOKOSUKA,

9. For the HAKODATE and OTARU landings on 4 and 5 October respec-
tively no CVEs werc available, A¢ HAKODATE the cir support consisted
of one VPB from the Air Search and Recomnaissance Group (TG 53.6),
Captain TRACY in CHANDELEUR, operoting from OMINATO seadrome and one
V0S aireraft from Task Unit 34,7.3. At OTARU, onc VPB from Task Group
56,3 and onc VOS aireraft from Task Group 34,7 were cmployed, In both
operations the aireraft remained on station during the forecnoon, re-
turning to their bases by 1400,

10, In neither of these two landings wms any opposition encountered,
and no offensive action by the air support was necessary,
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LOGISTICS

In the operation under review the Commander Third Amphibious [Force was
responsible for the emnloyment and control of assigned emphibious ship: in;
in the transportetion of initial end follow=-up Eighth Army forces, with ae-
companying equipment and supplies, from mounting areas to Japan, The Force
Comnender was authorized to deal directly with the Commendin; Ceneral,
Eighth Army with respect to all details of staging, loadinz and mounting
troops cnd the preparation of rlans for esteblishing forces ashore,

The Commander Third Amphibious Force delegoted direct responsibility
for embarkation, and for the proper delivery of troops end sur:lies to the
objectives in the Tokyo Bay Area cnd in the Ominato-Aomori cnd Hokkaldo
area to Commander Amphibious Group Twelve (CTF 33) and Commander Amrl.ibious
Group Three (CIF 34) respectively; and directed that they coordinste with
ap,ropriate Corps Commanders in all metters aos necessary to effect expedi-
tious loadinz end debarkation plenning,

Loading for the operation begaen 19 August and the first echelon, Trans-
ron 16 (Temp) with the lst Cavalry Division embarked, departed for the tar-
get 25 August,

Commander Third Amphibious Yorce, and Commander Amphibious Group
Tvelve (CTF 33), moved to the target vith the first echelon. A rear ech-
elon of the Third . phi.ious Force remeined in ianila to maintain contact
with the Eighth Army Licison Group, the rear echelon of Eighth Army head-
quarters, in order to allocate shinring as it became aveileble and to plan
the overcll employment of turnaround ship-ing. Commander Amphibious Groun
Twelve (CTF 33), left his second-in-command, Rear Admirel A, D, Struble,
Commender Amphibious Group Nine (CTF 33,2), in ilanila as a rear echelon
that wes charged with the responsibility for supervising loading cnd sailing
of later echelons, Recr Admiral Struble was detached shortly thercafter
but his Chief of Staff continuecd these duties. On 18 September, ivhen Com-
mender Amphibious Group Three (CTF 34) departed for Japan in compeny with
the Coumading, Genersl IX Corps, Commander Amphibious Group Nine (CTF33.2)
tlso performed rear echelon duties for Commander Amphibious Group Three
(CTF 24). The Eighth Army Licison Group remained in Munila until 26 Sept-
ember before rejoining Eizhth Army Headquargers, and s soon thercofter cs
air Tronsportetion woas available the Third Arphibious Force Rcar rejoined
the flegship in Tokyo Bay, Throushout the operation Commender Amphibious
Group Nine (CTF 33.2) remained as & rear echelon in lanila,
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™o orerotion onerstoned by the Jdnpanese siyronder enteliled a raid
assembling of ships and men and tons of supplies and equipment, Figures '
concerning these ships, men and tons are assembled below, .

1, Loading Points

A. TOKYO FORCE (TF 33) - KANTO Plain Embarkation Group.

' ! APA' AP ' APH' AKA' LSB!' LSM! LST' LSV' TOTAL !
1 | 1 1 1 | | 1 i 1 1
! OKINATA ! 1 ! 1 1 1 1 ml i 1.12 i
1 1 1 1 1 1 | | 1 1 L]
' LAOAG. LUZON ! 1 ! [ | { D! 1! ! 3 1
1 1 1 | 1 1 ] 1 1 1 i
! LINGAYEN, LUZON ! ' I | ! 1 41 30! 1 16 !
I 1 ] 1 1 | | ] ! | 1
: ] SHE;Q LEIZDN 1 | ! [ (] 1 7! zl 1 9 !
1 1 ! ] ] | ] | I 1 '
! MANIIA, LUZON ' 19! ¥ 4 a8) o) CHEt g1 I [ - .
1 L | L 1 1 1 ] 1 ! | !
! BATANGAS, LUZON ' 2q! Lo Ry L U1 ot o L
1 1 | 1 1 1 L ] 1 | ] 1
' LEGASPI, LUZON Bk ' . D! Y aaRl APl (B,
1 1 1 1 ] 1 I 1 | 1 L]
' SAN JOSE, INDORO ! R ' ' 1 ' 11! ! 2 b S
i i 1 ] 1 1 1 ] 1 1 1
' ILOILO, PANAY ' ' ' ' ! ! SO} ' g !
i | ] i ] ! | | L i |
i LEYTE 1 1 l'l _ll 21 1 221 %_l L] 60 |
] i i | ] | ] 1 1 1 |
' CEBU CITY, CEBU ' 15! ! I MG I -\ 48 ..}
i L I | || 1 | ] ! I |
' MINDANAO ' I T S, ! - e b (R
| ] 1 1 1 L | ] 1 1 1 1
] BLELK | 1 L] | 1 ' { Qr 1 _6_ |
\ [ ] 1 \ ] ] I " 1 \
! TOTAL ST~ S L 201 ot pagl agp) ' ..o . »°
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B. OMINATO Force (TF 34) ~ AOMORI«QMINATO Embarkation Group.

I

' 1 APA' AP ' APH' AKA' LSD' LSM'! LST' LSV' TOTAL !
f ' ) ] [ 1 1 1 ' ' [
' LINGAYEN, LUZON L - L 45 e R ! 3! ' ' 3 !
' ] ] i 1 ' ] [ ' [ ]
' MANITLA, LUZON LA oo Y ' 15! 5! ! 27 '
1 \ \ I i \ 1 1 \ I [
' BATANGAS, LUZON f 1! ! ! 1 ! ' ol ! = !
! t 1 ] ] ] [ 1 1 1 ]
1 IE‘ITE ! 161 L] 1 10!. | | 29! i 55 i
.= 1 1 i 1 ) 1 i iy ' )
! CEBU Jo I ) S oI A - WL L L
1 TR i ) | | 1 : | 1
| TDT::.L l!' 33 L ] ! J:"-}'O ! » 1 lgl 54! 1 _12.5' 1

2, Ships Uned

L. TOXYO Forse (77 33) = KANTO Plain Embarkation Group.

by otk ' P41 4P ! APH' AKA' LSD'! LoM' LST! LSV'! TOTAL !
1 | : i ] ] ] | ] 1 1
! GHQ, AFPALC AT ), ' L. ot ' oot el 1 6 !
T ! I ! [ ! i 1 [ 1 ]
) EJGHTH ARiY HEE . GRS - B R oS L T+ | SRS R S
[ | | | ) | | 1 ] 1 |
1 CORP __l '_52l | ' l?I 11 1Qzl Tgﬁ! I! . 304 1
' ' ! ' ! t | 1 [ ! !
! XIV CORPS I L l t o ' 30! 43" ' gy !
! 1 ! ! ! ! 1 i | ! i
! _FEAF ! ! ' 1 ! 197 110! N L
1 ] [ ' 1 ] = Sk ' ] 1
1 ASCON "GN | 3! J 1 6! 1' &' 70! ' 13] '
| ] ] ! A | 1 1 1 |
~103AL WLIEE. " LEE. LR LN Lt LR L -, U 7 T,
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B. ONINATO Foree (TF 34) « AOMORI-OMINATO Embarkation Group.

4
{
i
|
I
1
i

' " APA' AP ' APH' AKA' ISD' ISM! LST' LSV' TOTAL '
s ) p ; ' | i ] 0 | :
! _IX CORPS L & 0 ' ' zﬂl ' 1! _ﬂ: 1 108 . o5
) t [ ' [ ' [ ] [ ' '
:.EEﬁF - ' ' 1 ) | 2 L > 8 <
[ ' 1 ' 1 ' t ' ' ) r
1 11500}'.; nGn I " ' ! ] ' ! gt 1 I 9 i
[ t ' ' P 1 ' ] [ 1 I [
' TOTAL I 33! ' 0. o), r 18" &0 ' 125 '

C. Total for Third Amphibious Force.

! ' APA' AP ' APH' AKA' LSD! ISH' LST' LSV' TOTAL *
| 1 ! ! ' 1 ! I ! I '
| m_‘_ AFPI’iG 1 ll 1 1 _21 1 | ?1 1 6_ i
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | I 1 '
' EIGHTH ARMY N Sl I RS S B o e e,
1 1 i 1 1 | 1 I | I ]
— 21 _CORPS SIS AP, SUSNUR S SO L 1 6 | s LA | T,

! ! ! ! ! | ! ! 1 )
! EIU U_g_‘_B_..PS 1 -a!_ !. £ I 91! ! an! /3! 1 Er}r !
! : ' 1 l 1 1 ! 1 '
' IX GORPE 1 33! ! ! 2D'I ! | ....l.' LA ! m '
i ! 1 1 ! ! I ! ! 1
! FEAF ! | 1 | r 1 25! 110! J. .
' 1 I 1 1 I 1 1 | | I
1 ASCOM "eH T L 1 S e RO G 1 o
) 1 [ ' R 1 . ! [ '
! TUT{;L 1 gll 1! 1! f;ql _2_! 25/, l 535_! 1! g3 !

Note: The total number of ships given a%ove is greater than the
number actually employed, because in some instances ships
made more than one run to Japan. This was most pronounced
in the LST type, where 206 LST were actually engaged in the
operation as contrasted with the LST shown; and in the LSM
type, where 127 LSU were actually engaged in the operation
as contrasted with the LSM shown.
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3. Loads Embarked

A. TOKYO Force (TF 33) - KANTO Plain Embarkation Group.

! |_PERSONNEL ! SHORT TONS '
1 1 1 |
' GHQ, AFPAC ! LR .t o.et I
1 ! | ]
VEIGHTH ARMY ' 6724 ', 11,809
! f 1 |
' XI CORPS ' Ro.067 ' 112.23% !
! ] 1 |
!_XIV CORPS O LI T - (N
i I i |
| FB!’*F 1 15 5&6 ] ﬁﬁ EBQ I
| L] ! L]
1 ,SCON "e! | Ry . 3iimoa
1 i | ]
' TOTAL ' 134,635 ' 214,001 !

B, OMINATO Force (TF 34) = AONORI-OMINATO Embarkation Group.

) :_PEHSOHHEL ! _SHORT TONS !
E IX_CORPS : 244,549 E 55,281 E
+ EEAF : L2331 3,455 :
'_TOTAL SO P L L RN |- W i SO,
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C.

Note:

Total for Third Amphibious Force.

:_ iy ks |_PERSONNEL : SL—_IURT TONS :
: GHQ, LFPAC E 1,859 : 2,544 :
: EIGHTH LRMY _ : 6,724 : 11,809 :
: XI_CORPS : 89,067 : 112,239 :
! XIV CORFS 12,615 ' 26,426
{ IX CORPS : L4, 549 : 55,2&1___%
: FELF : 16,819 : 49,735 :
1 LSCOL: G SR, SIS T B,
' TOTAL A igh1g ) gvo pon .

The above totals, as applied to the Eighth Army, are complete
only insofar as the 1lift made by the Third LAmphibious Force

is congerned., GHQ, AFPLC allocated a few liberty and Victory
ships to the Eighth Army for use in moving troops and supplies
to Japan, but their number is unknown and likewise any details
of their loading, all arrangements having been made and con-
trolled independently. In addition the Fifth Air Force transe
porsed a majority of the troops of an Eighth irmy /irborn Dive

ision and lightly equipped Infantry Divigion from Okinawa to
Japan,

L. Cumalative unloading totals for Third Amphihious Force,

Data

Sept. 2

Q-3 Ov &\

s/T Cargo
Personnel Yehicles
11210 465 1812
22116 2102 16444
22852 2141 17054
28455 2595 19155
(6) ENCLOSURE (F)
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Date

Sept,

Oct,

Personncl

37075
43251
44,316
45290
50628
65945
70451
75638
77966
81588
83098

83118

84442
86478
97015
103374
104967
105984,
108475
109355
109734

111815
112815

123187
133753
141465

141529

141550
141911
150675
151789
152414,
154753
156411
156909
157264,
160481

Vehicles

(7)

3748
4711
5269
5806
6849
8911
9385
11832
12539
13447
13973

14153

14791
15815
16359
17249
17677
17696
18443
18820
18976

19347
19693

21183
22762

24,301
24,355

24,391
26138
26188
264,04
27165
27963
23024
28036
20623

S/T Cargo
Iincl, veh, )

30148
37688
40376
42606
51587
65761
69293
85383
90387
98745
104209

107818
110548
112504
118880
124704
127803
134738
136216
136862

14181
144,056

151100
164103
182440

182860

182385
182955
193778
194428
196614
202017
209585
210461
210947
223473

3 |
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S/T Cargo

Date Personncl Vechicles (incl, voh,)
Oct, 22 161456 29605 223770
23 162835 30213 227212
24,
25 163514 30556 229553
26 164473 32259 233954
27 165404 31629 236006
gg 166487 33979 238053
30 167179 34256 24,0458
31
Nov, 1 173063 34612 255466
2 173116 34973 255730
3 175557 29509 R6284T
4 176813 35712 264712
5 179943 36080 271712
6 180417 36182 272827

5. Avercge lot'.ds carricd:

Personncl DUT
.l:..P A 1127 54’?
AKL 156 947
LST 129 323
L3N b, 133
6 [ Il-d'd Dndum L]
G;mnundur i ibicus Group Eleven arrived Tokyo Bay 2 liovomber

preparatory to effecting the relief of the Commander Third Amphibious
Foree in conducting the concluding phase of the operction, and the latter
departed Japan 7 Ilovember, At 0001 on that date various ships accounted
for in paragraphs 1 c¢nd 2 above werc in the process of unlonding, were
enroute to Jaopan to unload, or were ot or enroute loeding points, cnd data
goncerning them not being available is not included in paregraphs 3 and 4
cbove, It is presumed that pertinent figures concerning these ships will
be a part of a succeeding report submitted by Commander imphibious Group
Eleven, The ships in question are tabulated for reference:

AKA LSD L3I LSt

Unloading 5 9

Enroute 2 ki ] 26

Londing L

Enroute Ioading Point B o AL hie
‘ 1 81 %
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PUBLIC TiFORVATION 3

l. Since CinCF02 MEIY ACTITITIES “trerv voncentluted Under
Third fleet aboard the I0UJA and ANCON prior to the arrival of the
THIRD Amphibious Force in Japanese waters, only two war correspond-
ents progeeded by sea with this force from LANILA to TOKYO Bay. On
the movement to OIINATO - AOMORI, sii war correspondents ena an Army
censor were accomodated, Their stories were transmitted from the
Force Flagship,

2, In the TOKYC Bay area, press material was [urnished from
time to time to all accredited corresgondents in the arec through
tihe havy representative at GHS Public relations Office.

3. Since entering Jepanese waters, two Enlisted liavy Corres-
pondents, workin, under the cirection of the Public Inforiation
Cifficer, sent 600 individual stories to CinCPac or to the Flcet
Home Towvm liews Center in CHICAGO for distribution. The Enlisted
Navy Correspondents coverea the activities of ala's, aKa's, AFD's,
APB's, 15T's, an LC(FF), an LCS(L), a Naval Construction battalion,
a Navy iobile Communication Unit enu an Underwaier Jemolition Team,
1n addition, individuzl stories concerning the officers and men of
this Force and of ships involved in the sovement to Japanese waters
were distributed to newspapers anc radio stations in the United
otates,




30AT_POOL

l. In considering boet pool requirements for landings in the
TOKYO Area it was determined that Ariy boats to be provided by Engineer
Boat and Shore Regiments scheduled to be lifted would be sufficient to
handle lighterage and other needs after the initial landings, even as-
suning no dock facilities would be available, Therefore, no Navy Boat
Pool was planned, and this Force was concerned only with providing lifts
for Army boats,

2, 'The 2nd Engineer Shore Battalion was assigned to XI Corps
for the TOKYO landing., The following table lists the EBSRs attached to
this unit and the number of boats by type which each had to be lifted
and where they were located:

BOATS
ZBSR Lo LCVP J<BOAT LOCATION
532 100 7 3 ILOILO
542 124, 13 6 CEBU

592 115 15 5 BATANGAS
594 109 5 10 MANILA

3. Arrangements were made for Force shipping to off-load Navy
boats at the boat pools at SAIAR or SUBIC in order to load Army boats,
The following table lists the number of boats lifted by TransRons 13
(plus TransDiv 65), 16 and 24, and brought to TOKYO BAY.

BOATS
TRAKS RON BR LY VP J-BOAT
13 (Plus Div 65) 542 80 13 6
16 592 8l 15 -
2l 594 70 5 10
# Plus 12 Navy LCMs which were transferred to the Army at the

objective,

L This left a balance of 4k, 31 and 39 LCMs of the 542nd,
© 592nd and 594th EBSRs respectively, plus all of the 532nd EBSR boats,
.atill to be lifted in subsequent turn-around shipping., However, it
Appeared that the tusbay of beate airsdy JAlted would be more Shen
sufficient to meet local reg ts, and on 14 September General
EICHELBERGER directed that no additionsl 2nd BSB units be lifted to
ﬂu ohmmm Lifts amwﬂf&' additionel boats were therefore




6.  TransRon 13 lifted 55 LCMs, 8 LCVPs and 3 J-boats to
HAKODATE and OTARU, boats at the latter port being used for unloading
and then returned to MUTSU JAN where they were offw-loaded to proceed
to AOMORI under their own power. The balance of those to be lifted ‘
were carried direet to AOMORI in TransRon 15. :

Te In early October, after ComServDiv 102 had become established
at YOKOSUKA, a boat pool for his use was considered desirable, and as
directed by Commander FIFTH Fleet, 44 LCVPs and 10 LCP(L)s were ex=
peditiously provided from Force shipping by Commander Task Force THIRTY-
THREE for this purpose. ComServDiv 102 zequired directly from sources
other than Third Amphibious Force an additional 39 LCVPs, 9 LCP(L)s
and 80 LCi/s, so that as of 1 November 1945 this pool consisted of
80 1CMs, 83 LCVPs and 19 LCF(L)s. No personnel were providee and the
boat pool was operated by personnel from other than Amphibious units.

8, By 1 November 1945, 6 LCVPs without crews had been transferred
by Commander Task Force THIRTY-THRLE to the Port Director YOKOHALLA at
the latter's request to provide facilities necessary for the performance
of his functions in the harbor.

9e It was originally intended to lift 55 LCTs aboard 1STs to
be off-loaded in the TOKYCO Bay Area, of which 35 were to remain in
the area under operational control of Commandcr Task Force THIRTY-THREE
and 20 were to proceed to OMINATO under their own power and report to
Commander Task Force THIRTY=-FUUR. However, it was determined that ree
quirements for both areas were less than anticipated and this number
was substantially reduced, Twenty=three LCTs were off=-loaded at YOKO=
HALA to meet the requirements of the TOKYO Bay Area and placed under
the Administrative Command of ComLCTFlot 16 and under the operational
control of Commander Task Force THIRTY-THREE. The operational control
passed to Commander Task Force THIRTY-TWO when Commender Task Force
THIRTY-THREE was dissolved on 1 Novenmber 1945, and remained in that
status when Commander Amphibious Group ELEVEN relicved Commander THIRD
Amphibious Force on 6 November 1945. Eight LCTs were lifted directly
to OMINATO where they were off-loaded and placed under the Administra-
tive Command of ComLCTflot 31 and the operational control of Commander
Tesk Force THIRTY-FOUR. Upon departure of the latter the eperatipnal
control passcd to Commander Task Fercs FIFTY-SIA.

- Last Page 2 - ENCLOSURE (H)
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WEATHER

AND

THE OCCUPATION OF NORTHERN JAPAN

COMMANDER THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE




WEATHER AND THE OCCUPATION QF NORTHERN JAPAN

The unconditional surrender of Japan at once
simplified and complicated weather considerat-
ions in the Western Pacific. While the planning
for Operation OLYMPIC had included detailed con-
sideration of expected weather in relation to
all phases of amphibious operation, the shift
from an assault landing in force to an occupat-
ion in several phases introduced a new trend in-
to weather planning. Weather related to air sup-
port, use of smoke, and surf conditions over the
beaches was reduced to secondary importance. At
the same time, the shift in D-Day from 1 Novem-
ber for Operation OLYMPIC to late August for the
occupation of Northern Japsn brought the realiz-
ation that a large amount of slow and weather
vulnerable amphibious shipping -would be operat-
ing at the very height of the typhoon season,
instead of at its end as was originally planned.

On the average, four typhoons occur in the
Western Pacific in September, and three in Oct-
ober. That these typhoons would be a real hazard
to the shipping, personnel, and material invol-
ved in the occupation wss evident - a single ty-
phoon could affect our staging areas in the
Philippines and Okinawa, our shipping lanes to
Japan, and any shipping present in Japanese
ports. In short, the typhoon area coincided ex-
actly with our operating area.

The early decision faced by this command was

whether to permit convoys at sea to exercise
discretion in maneuvering to avoid typhoons, to
delegate that responsibility to the task force
commander to which they were assigned, or to re-
tain direct operational control during periods
of typhoon weather. After considering all of the
factors involved, and particularly in view of
the fact that few units of the Force shipping
had aerological units embarked, it was decided
to retain operational control of and assume dir-
ect responsibility for all Force shipping at sea
during periods of typhoon weather.

With the minor exception that Commander Phil-
ippine Sea Frontier retained responsibility for
shipping near Luzon and south of latitude 200 N,
and that port directors retained their delegated
authority in all ports, this policy remained es-
sentially unchanged.

From the time that the first convoy departed
Manila on 25 August until the mission assigned
the Force was completed in November, various
units of the Force were affected by nine ty-
phoons. Our major loss sustained was a pontoon
causeway carried away from an LST on the perim-
eter of the typhoon which passed Okinawa Septem-
ber 16.

While there were numerous delays produced by
the many diversions ordered, time lost was ade-
quately compensated by the resulting safty.




PRELIMINARY OPERATIONS

TYPHOONS # 1, # 2, AND #3

By 20 August consolidation of the Third Fleet
in the vicinity of 31° N, 143° E in preparation
for the occupation of northern Japan had begun.
At the same time, plans for the airborne move-
ment of the 11th Airborne Division from Luzon to
Tokyo via Okinawa were completed and the Supreme
Commander had announced the formal surrender
date as 31 August.

By 0600Z on 22 August, the Third Fleet had
maneuvered clear of one typhoon which was loc-
ated northwest of Wake on the 20th and was ant-
icipating the close approach of two additional
typhoons which in the meantime had formed north-
east of Luzon. Air operations between Luzon and
Okinawa were curtailed.

The first echelon of the Third Amphibious
Force departed Manila Bay on 25 August (Item
time), and by 27 August had cleared Balintang
Channel en route Tokyo. Typhoon #1 had recurved
to the northeast and was no longer of interest;
typhoon 2 had recurved a second time on 24 Aug-
ust, passing to the westward of the Third Fleet
and entering Shikoku on the 25th. Typhoon #3 had
also recurved a second time and entered Kyushu
on the 26th. While no damage occurred %o any
Allied force during this entire period, the time
table was upset. A delay in surrender date to 2
September was announced by the Supreme Command-

er.
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TYPHOON # 4

28 August 2 September

First indications of the formation of typhoon
#4 were present on the weather map for 1800Z, 28
August, At that time there was a weak wave dev-
elopment on the equatorial front in the vicinity
of 15.5° N, 138.8° E, accompanied by a small
closed cyclonic circulation.

Six hours later special weather plane reports
from Guam disclosed the accurate location and
the extent of the disturbance. Although not yet
of storm proportion, it was apparent from the
definitely closed cyclonic circulation and sev-
eral reported winds above 30 knots that the
disturbance would soon reach typhoon intensity.

Concurrently, upper winds from Iwo Jima and
weather ship 114 at 22°N, 134°E were strong
easterly at all levels, verifying the existence
of a strong Pacific High, and foretelling the
prospective westerly movement of the developing
storm.

The storm continued its westerly movement,
and by 1200Z on 31 August was confirmed to be of
typhoon proportions, and estimated to be at
16.5°N, 129°E, moving WNW at 10 knots. From
this point, the typhoon continued to increase in
intensity and began recurving to the NW. Maximum
winds estimated at 100 knots probably occurred
just before the typhoon crossed northern Formosa
at 1800Z, 2 September. From this point, the
typhoon dissipated rapidly and entered the China
coast above Foochow 12 hours later.

PRECAUTIONS TAKEN AND DIVERSIONS ORDERED

During this period, Commander Third Amphibious
Force was enroute Tokyo in company with major

elements comprising the first echelon of the
occupation forces,

Diversion of this or any other component of
the Force at sea was not necessary. Several
units, however, were held in ports in the Phil-
ippines; two by agencies there, and one on the
basis of a dispatch from Commander Third Amp-
hibjous Force to ComTransRon 13 on 31 August.
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TYPHOON ¥ 5

5 September - 11 September

The formation of typhoon no. 5 was first de-
tected on the 0000Z weather map of 5 September.
At this time the equatorial front was very
strong, and a wave formation on the front indi-
cated at 10.5° N, 143.3° E.

From the Sth to the 9th of September the storm
developed very gradually and moved slowly to the
northwest, At 0000Z on the 9th it was in the
vicinity of 17.5% N, 126.4° E and development
into a full fledged typhoon appeared imminent.

At 0300Z 10 September, the storm definitely
had reached typhoon proportions - 80 knot winds
and very rough seas over a wide area north of
Luzon., A short time later the typhoon crossed
Formo$a and entered the China coast near Foochow
around 0600Z 11 September.

PRECAUTIONS TAKEN AND DIVERSIONS ORDERED

Eight Task Groups and Task Units comprising a
total of 49 APA, 23 AKA, 91 LST, 66 LSM, 3 DD,
and 19 miscellsneous types of the Force were at
sea on the shipping lanes between Luzon and
Honshu.

At 0000Z 10 September it appeared that there
was at least a 50% chance that the typhoon would
recurve to the north, accelerate in that direc-
tion, and travel up a trough line which then ex-
isted in Formosa Strait. Accordingly, Task Unit
33.2.3 (59 LST, 2 APB, 1 APD, 1'SC, 1 PCS), then
located near 23.5° N, 125.5° E was diverted to
course 090° (T), and Task Group 34.4 (16 APA,
6 AKA, 1 APD, 1 DE) near 25° N, 128.5° E was di-
verted to an easterly course. Both were ordered
to resume course only after it was clear that
the typhoon would continue to the northwest.
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TYPHOON # 6

12 September - 20 September

Between 0600Z 12 September and 1200Z 13 Sep-
tember typhoon #6 formed with almost explosive
violence and began moving to the westward., Dur:
ing its entire history plane and 'ship reports
furnished information which permitted an accur-
ate plot of the center. '

At 0600Z 15 September it was evident that the
storm was recurving and that Okinawa and the
shipping lanes from that point to Japan would
receive the full effect of the storm.

On 16 September (Item time) the typhoon passed
50 miles to the east of Okinewa. A vivid account
of this typhoon is found in a report from the
Commarding Of ficer, U.S.S. LST 896: *“This ship
was operating with Task Unit 32.6.2 returning
from Tokyo area to Okinawa and entered Buckner
Bay Saturday night, 15 September - - -.“

After dragging anchor, having a narrow escape
at the entrance net, and finally clearing the
harbor Sunday morning, the following experiences
were recorded:

“The 'seas had become mountainous and at about
1100 the wind had steadily increased to .35 knots
with gusts estimated at 45 knots.

*At 1200 visibility had decreased to 500 to
1000 yards with constant rain and flying 'spray.
The barometer was dropping rapidly at about .08
inch per hour.

“At 1700 the seas - - were estimated to be
about 50 feet high and we were in danger - - if
we could not hold our head into the sea.

“At about 1820 the ship fell off to starboard.
One of these mountainous peaks estimated to be
as high as the ship’s conn came crashing down on
the main deck, bridge deck, and 'signal bridge,
carrying off the crane, - - - spare stern anchor
(third anchor lost today), 20MM gun and mount,
2 ready boxes, 50 feet of port life lines, a
debarkation net, and a shaft alley vent blower.
The starboard door of the wheelhouse was open
and water half filled the wheelhouse - - -.

“The barometer was still dropping and read
28.72 inches at 1900; it had fallen .19 inches
in one hour. The wind direction had not changed
and had increased to about 60 knots. By 2100 the
wind velocity had increased to 80 knots and the
segs were more mountainous and confused. At 2227
the barometer needle went below the scale 27.7
inches; it fell 1,31 inches between 2200 and
2300!

“At 2305 the wind ‘stopped sbruptly; we were in
the center! Changed course to 140° (T) at 1/3
S.S. The barometer was calculated by dividers to
be at 26.90 inches. The worst was over; and was
not too 'soon for anyone on board - - - .''

From this point near Okinawa, the typhoon con-
tinued first NNE, and then NE, passing 150 miles
N¥ of Tokyo at 0000Z 18 September. Continuing
its NE course, it had no further effect upon
units of the Force.

PRECAUTIONS TAKEN AND DIVERSICNS ORDERED

Forces under this command at sea during this
period consisted of 10 Task Groups and Task
Units, comprising a total of 91 LSM, 88 LST,
13 APA, 5 AKA, and 30 miscellaneous types.

DIVERSION NO. 1

Task Unit 33.2.5 (19 LST, 1 LSM, 1 DE, 1 SC),
entering Balintang Channel enroute Tokyo ordered
to reverse course at 6 knots at 0520 Z 14 Sep-
tember.

DIVERSION NO. 2

Task Unit 32.6.3 (3 APA, 1 APH, 1 AKA, 1 DE,
1 APD) at 25°-20' N, 128°-22' E, enroute Tokyo
to Okinawa ordered at 0508Z 14 September to con-
tinue on course at maximum ‘speed,

DIVERSION NO. 3

Task Unit 32.6.1 (32 LSM, 1 APD) enroute Tokyo
to Manila near 28°-22' N, 132°-10' E was ordered
at 05102 14 September to slow to 6 knots and
continue on course,

DIVERSION NO. 4

Task Unit 33.2.5, previously turned back to
the westward of Luzon, was ordered at 00022
16 September to resume course for Tokyo. (At
this time the typhoon had recurved and there was

no chance that the convoy would overtake the
storm. )

DIVERSION NO. 5

Task Unit 32,6,1 (32 LSM, 1 APD), previously
slowed, enroute Tokyo to Manila, was ordered at
0552Z 15 September to proceed to the vicinity of
28.5° N, 128.5° E and operate within 20 miles of
that point awaiting further orders.

DIVERSION NO, 6 .

Task Unit 32.6.4 (32 LSM, 1 APD), enroute
Manila from Tokyo, was ordered at (554Z 15 Sep-
tember to proceed to the vicinity of 27,5° N,
128° E, and operate within 20 miles of that
point awaiting further orders.

DIVERSION NO. 7

Task Unit 32.6.1 (32 LSM, 1 APD) and Task Unit 82.6.4
(82 LSM, 1 APD) (see diversions 5 and 6 above) were ordered
at 0335Z 16 September to proceed westward at maximum speed.

DIVERSION NO, 8
On September 18 and 19 all convoys were order-
ed to resume course to destination and sailing

orders were re-issued for Task Gro s and Task
Units previously held up. ol i
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TYPHOON # 7

26 September - 1 October

From the time it was just apparent as a wave
development on the Equatorial Front near 15.4° N
138° E at 0000Z 26 September, typhoon #7 formed
very rapidly and moved to the westward.

On 28 September, the tropical disturbance
reached typhoon proportions and appeared to be
recurving to the north. The next day, however,
recurvature had ceased, and movement to the west
continued. Balintang Channel received the effect
of the typhoon from 1800Z 29 September until
12002 30 September when it entered Formosa.

Rapid digsipation took place after that time,
and the storm entered the China coast between
Amoy and Foochow around 2000Z 30 September.

PRECAUTIONS TAKEN AND DIVERSIONS ORDERED

Eight Tesk Units comprising a total of 116
ships were at sea during this period. Major sub-
divisions by types included 37 LST, 31 APA,
25 LSM, and 12 AKA.

DIVERSION NO. 1

Task Unit 33.9.1 (2 APA, 2 AKA, 1 APD) at
23,5° N, 135° E, enroute Otaru, was ordered at
0942Z 27 September to change course to 120° (T).
At this time recurvature of the typhoon to the
NW was apparent.

DIVERSION NO. 2

Task Unit 33.9.2 (13 LST, 1 APD) enroute Tokyo
to Okinawa was ordered to alter course to pass
north of Amami O Shima and thence to destination
at 1106Z 28 September.

DIVERSION NO. 3
Task Unit 33.9.1, previously ordered to course

120° (T) when danger of recurving existed, was
ordered at 2354Z 28 September to proceed to des-
tination.

No further diversions were necessary, and by
30 September all convoys at sea were proceeding
to destination,
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TYPHOON # 8

1 October - 5 October

Typhoon #8 first appeared as a tropical storm
50 miles north of Saipan on the 0600Z weather
map for 1 October. By 1800Z 2 October the storm
had moved WNW and NW from the vicinity of Saipan
and had reached full typhoon proportions at
17.8° N, 139.5° E. From this point recurvature
began. and the typhoon passed 100 miles to the
SE of Tokyo Bay around 1600I on § October. Very
soon thereafter it degenerated into a moderate
extra-tropical cyclone and moved rapidly to the
NE.

PRECAUTIONS TAKEN AND DIVERSION ORDERED

One hundred seventy ships of the Force were at
sea during the period 1-5 October, operating in
13 Task Groups and Task Units. The bulk of this
shipping was LST, LSM, and APA types.

DIVERSION NO. 1
Task Unit 34.3.17 (4 AKA) enroute Leyte was

ordered to return to Tokyo at 01182 2 October,

DIVERSION NO, 2
Teask Unit 32.6.14 (1 AKA, 17 LSM) and Task

Unit 33.9.4 (15 LST, 1 DE), both 450 miles SW of
Tokyo Bay, were ordered at 1424Z 2 October to
slow to 6 knots pending typhoon development.

DIVERSION NO. 3
Task Unit 32.6.14 (previously slowed to 6
knots) was ordered to take course 270° at max-

imum speed at 22442 3 October.

DIVERSION NO. 4

Task Unit 34.3.17, previously ordered to re-
turn ‘'to Tokyo Bay, was ordered to return at max-
imum speed at 2350Z 3 OQctober,

DIVERSION NO. 5

At 0724Z 4 October, Task Units 33.9.4 and
32.6.14 were well in the clear to the westward
of the typhoon and were ordered to resume course
for destination.




(™ A o (é ° % =
'3, 1 “ ' Iw: g‘ f",r ? M;-p I
- ¢ TYPHOON NO. 8 o - O
g Iap I"J."'
! o .lif’, ww J
& 'y % / » o W
Jug 2 I3 s
. =d=y0
' = s s "
‘ 8 ) & : :
Iy Cd 2 6}, .
K (4] e
:9 in 5 g: 3 o 2 g ’ O Tﬂ”‘# /
]
a 35 & i a i c d" L7 l‘. L 1] D o 3
L P, Gvind, & 20) g\‘ . " wa oy i
I“P&J EJJE" 3. 4 3, . ""."
i v X }
'P*f{:h H:.dji 42 ai‘ 4 L i .. M 1II:Ilu:ll ; ;\ "'-‘, N o - 1 —— 2
f ' 1 A
%:;0:3:@‘4;?;%, ) - RN ) by L" . .m: o p
Ity 4 ) | ‘
< & ed’ i u: d ‘?lo?:: é:u . G‘ q & A % R n i v
e 2 2% 2 ™ 0!-- ? > & . ¢ & : w!
Ky .0 o Bl | e g :#
Wy ® r
- ™
Lk
0
=
&
L
i
LY
L]
w
s L]
.l.":.' 1 :rll--.;:r.-‘lzj’rq.i.l.'::-l-. -Ii,:{{-;:{ i, . L ; !Ir e | I e e 1T ' T =i IS K. B . X . i
‘ ey il b Al it Tl [ i - I LN __i Wl |} :rll-:l B { il L | 3 : 2 =t o & | .I 2
Py "‘_ﬁ: y " Iyh' 5 -'Jrv\-" -'-I;r_l" Ey .Ir -I Lyl 1 | '-ll T 5 41&1 ::'Jl .1}‘.:; [ : :"qi e i ; Wl .* .:I:" :::J _I"|-"t jrg:l
- N I J ol W v




TYPHOON # 9

The Great Western Pacific Typhoon of 1945

4 QOctober - 12 October

The first indication of typhoon #9 was appar-
ent as a depression between Guam and Saipan at
1200Z 4 October. At that time typhoon #8 was at
the height of its development 450 miles south of

Honshu. : .
Shortly after 1600Z 4 October, the first hint

of the extreme violence which typhoon #9 would
soon assume came from CVE 98. Passing south of
the storm area, CVE 98 reported winds of 50
knots with gusts to 75 knots, a pressure of 995
millibars, and 30 foot seas!

By 0000Z on the 5th, a slow movement to the NW
had been noticeable, and at 0600 the center was
located by aircraft at 16 N, 143.5 E, moving to
the NW at 14 knots,

Continuing to the NW, the center was again
located by aircraft at 0600Z 6 October at 19° N,
137° E. Winds had increased to force 14 near the
center and to force 8 in a radius of 200 miles,
The first of the atypical characteristics of
this typhoon then appeared - by 1800Z it was
clear that the track had shifted to WNW.

To further confuse the issue, an aircraft fix
at 0600Z on the 7th at 20.5° N, 131.8° E indic-
ated a continued movement to the WNW, but a dec-
eleration to 10 knots.

The center was again located by aircraft at
1800Z on the 7th, this time at 21.2° N, 130° E -
a perfect extrapolation of a 10 knot movement to
the WNW. Winds in the center had increased to
force 15.

At 0600Z on the 8th, the center was located at
22.5° N, 128.5° E - a sharp recurvature to the
NW and a reliable indication that acceleration
could be expected in a short time, Condition 1
was set on Okinawa.

Then came atypical characteristic number two.
Instead or accelerating ana recurving further,
the typhoon actually decelerated and inten-
sified., Sometime after 1800Z on the 8th when the
center was in the vicinity of 25° N, 127.8° E,
the typhoon must have come to an almost complete
standstill, while the winds built up to force
16 and 17.

The center then passed directly over Okinawa
around 0500Z 9 October, bringing winds in excess
of 120 knots. Complete reports of the resulting
damage are not yet available, but it is known
that over 130 vessels were grounded, many lives
lost, communications disrupted, and nearly all
housing destroyed.

About this time, typhoon #9 displayed another
amazing characteristic. Due to the existence of
a well developed high over China (around 1030
millibars), an excessive gradient was establish-
ed in the western or ‘safe' semi-circle, while &
the same time the eastern or ‘dangerous' semi-
circle experienced under-normal winds for a ty-
phoon of this dimension - 120 knots with gusts

to 150 far out in the ‘safe' semi-circle, and
only 60 knots with gusts to 80 fairly close to
the center in the ‘dangerous' semi-circle.

Moving northward from Okinawa, the typhoon
again recurved very sharply between 0600Z and
18002 on 9 October, and continued on to the NE,
entering Shikoku around 1400Z on the 9th, cross-
ing southern Honshu, entering the Sea of Japan,
and then re-entering northern Honshu at 1600Z on
the 10th, where it merged with a frontal system
and moved off to the NE.

PRECAUTIONS TAKEN AND DIVERSIONS ORDERED

The most intense western Pacific typhoon in
over 20 years occurred simultaneously with the
peak in Third Amphibious Force ship movements.
During this period, 19 Task Units of the Force
with a total of 363 ships were at sea. Of these,
153 were LST's, 105 LSM's, and the remainder
miscellaneous types

As might be expected, the number of diversions
ordered was large, but the fact that such a
large amount of shipping was controlled without
loss (or even real danger) is sufficient justif-
ication of the methods used.

DIVERSION NO, 1

Task Unit 34.9.1 (2 APA, 2 AKA, 1 APD), at
26° N, 139.5° E, enroute Otaru from the Philip-
pines, changed course to 34(0° (T) at 1100Z on
5 October, ‘acting independently.

DIVERSION NO. 2

TransRon 19 (7 APA, 2 AKA, 1 APD), enroute
Tokyo from Legaspi was slowed to 6 knots.at
2354Z 5 October near position 19° N, 131° E.

DIVERSION NO, 3
Task Unit 34.9.1 which had preyviously changed

course to 340°(T) was ordered to continue that
course at maximum speed at 0200Z 6 October.

DIVERSION NO., 4
TransRon 19, previously slowed to 6 knots was

ordered at 0432Z 6 October to reverse course at
maximum speed.

DIVERSION NO. §
Task Unit 34.9,1, which had previously changed

course to 340° (T) independently and increased
to maximum speed on our orders, requested per-
mission to set northeasterly course and try to

outrun typhoon. At 0648Z 6 October orders were
issued to that effect,

DIVERSION NO. 6

Task Unit 33.2,9 (17 LST, 1 APD) enroute Man-
ila to Tokyo north of Luzon, was ordered at
1108Z 6 October to change course to 150° (T).

(Continued on next page)
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DIVERSION NO. 7

Task Unit 33.2,12 (29 LSM, 1 DE, 1 LCI) en-
route Manila to Tokyo, was ordered at 1110Z 6
October to change course to 135° (T) upon clear-

ing Balintang Channel.

DIVERSION NO, 8
TransRon 19, which had previously retired at

maximm speed on course 340° (T), was ordered at
0750Z 7 October to alter course for destination
(Tokyo), passing southward and eastward and
clear of typhoon,

DIVERSION NO. 9 _
Task Unit 34.3,17 (4 AKA, 1 LSD), enroute

Tokye to Manila in vicinity of 31° N, 134° E,
was ordered at 1132Z 7 October to slow to 6
knots,

DIVERSION NO, 10
Task Unit 34,3.17 (above) was ordered at 1122Z

8 October to come to course 180° (T) and resume
normal speed,

DIVERSION NO. 11

Task Unit 32.6.15 (16 LST, 1 DD), enroute
Tokyo to Menila in vicinity of 20,5° N, 132.5° E
was ordered at 112gZ 8 October to change to
course 180° (T).

DIVERSION NO, 12

Task Unit 32.6.16 (16 LST, 1 DE) enroute Leyte
at 34.4° N, 138.7° E, was ordered to return to
Tokyo Bay at 2248Z 8 October.

DIVERSION NO, 13 .

Task Unit 33.9.2 (11 LST, 1 DE) enroute Okina-
wa to Tokyo in vicinity of 31° N, 133.4° E, was
ordered at 2252Z 8 October to change to course
135° (T).

DIVERSION NO. 14
Task Unit 34.3.17 (see diversions 9 and 10

was ordered at 22542 to change to course 135

(T).

DIVERSION NO. 15
Task Unit 34,8.10 (3 AKA) enroute Ominato to

Leyte was ordered to reverse course and return
to Ominato at 02182 9 October while in the vi-
cinity of 40.5° N, 142.7° E.

——

—

DIVERSION NO. 16
TransRon 19 (‘see diversion #8) was ordered to

slow to 6 knots until daylight and then resume
speed.

DIVERSION NO. 17

Tesk Unit 34.8.9 (10 APA, 5 AKA) enroute Hok-
kaido to Samar near 35.3° N, 141° E was ordered
to proceed to Tokyo Bay.

DIVERSION NO, 18
Task Unit 33.9,2 (see diversion no. 13) was

reassured at 1132Z 9 October that a southeaster-
ly course would clear the typhoon.

DIVERSION NO. 19

Upon recommendation of CTF 34, T.U. 34.8.10
(‘see diversion no. 15) was ordered to proceed to
destination (Leyte).

DIVERSION NO. 20

Task Unit 34,3.17 (see diversions 9, 10, and
14) was ordered at 12082 9 October to resume
course for destination (Manila) at midnight I.

DIVERSION NO. 21
Task Unit 32.6,15 ('see diversion no. 1]) was

ordered at 1212Z 9 October to resume course for
destination (Manila).

DIVERSION NO. 22
Task Unit 34.8.10 (see diversions 15 and 19)

was ordered at 2358Z 9 October to remain north
of 40° N,

DIVERSION NO. 23

TransRon 19 (see diversions no. 8 and no. 16)
was ordered at 0002 10 October to change to a
southeasterly course at discretionary speed.

(Recurvature was giving heavy weather but no
real danger).

On 11 October, orders to proceed to destina-

tion were issued to all Task Units not previous-
ly so ordered.




CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The occupation of Northern Japan firmly
demonstrates the undesirability of ever conduct-
ing an assault landing against Japan during the
typhoon season. While this force suffered no
serious loss, diversions and subsequent delays
were frequent and necessary.

2. While it is not always desirable to do so,
slow and weather vulnerable convoys can be moved
through the typhoon belt, provided sufficient
weather information is available. The most val-
uable weather information has been aircraft
weather reports obtained by special weather re-
connaissance planes.

3. It appears that no circumstances less than
urgent military necessity is sufficient to per-
mit the exposure of a tow convoy to the hazards
of typhoon weather. During this period, three
tow convoys were dispersed and partly sunk north
of Luzon with considerable loss of life and
material.

4. The desirability of attempting to forecast
the movement of a typhoon during its early
stages is open to question. Experience has ind-
icated that proper timing of a diversion order
is of great importance, and that only after
several accurate plots of e typhoon center are
available can a sound diversion order be formul-
ated. In several instances, premature individual
action predicated on a predicted track of a
young typhoon resulted in considerable con-
fusion.

5. The value of Okinawa &s a major base or

staging point in any future operation appears
extremely low. '
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