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» APO 4002, ‘28 April 1969 REPUBLIC OF VIETNAN

KINISTRY OF DEFENSE
General CAD VAN VIEN JOINT GENERAL SIAFF
Chief of the Joint General Staff, REFUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARKED FORCES
Eepublic of Vietnam Armed Forces - N

10t Commander, US Military Assistance #_9591 /Ti/1QT/CP/HCh
Command, Vietnam
fUBJ: Meritorious Citation for the US 3rd Aercspace Rescue and Recovery Uroup

Uear Ueneralt

The Joint General Staff, Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, intends to
meritoriously cite the US 3rd Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group before the
Armed Forces.

Operating in Vietnam since February 1968, the US 3rd Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Group has effectively assisted the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces
and Allied Forces in carrying out rescue missions throughout the Republic of
Vietnam and north of the 17th parallel with the following excellent results:

- 2,406 men (including 317 Vietnamese) were rescued and evacuated back to
their home bases.

- Thousands of medical evacuation flights were carried outj in February
1968, in particular, more than 1,900 wounded servicemen were evacuated by
this Group.

- 18 emergency flights were carried out to rescue such aircraft as H3ils,
C478y Als and F.0s of the Vietnamese Alr Force that crashed in 1908,

In particular, on 5 May 1968, when a flare-dropping C47 plane of the
Vietnamese Alr Force crashed about 500 meters from Tan Son Nhut Airfield and
burst into flames, the HHL3 helicopter crew of the US 3rd Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Group, with courage and complete disregard of all danger, saved the
flight crew caught in the cockpit of the crashed aircraft, and immediately
dressed their wounds and then evacuated them to the station hospital for
Lreatmnent.

In addition, this Aercspace Rescue and Recovery (Group regularly conducted
anc¢ participated in Civic Action activities. It also established liaison with
various US charitable organizations to collect material donations and money for
the benefit of both Vietnamese war victims and the surviving children of
dececased servicemen.

It is respectfully requested that you give us your opinion concerning this
intention of the Joint General Staff.

Hespectifully,

I certify that this 1s a .true translation.

General CAD VAN VIEN

WILLIM A. RUNELE /8igned and Sealed/
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USN

Chief, NACAG Translation Division
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