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CONFIDENTTAL

PART I -~ BRIEF SUIRLARY

1. This report covers the operations of the U.S.S. BELLEAU 700D for the
period 16 August 1945 to 2 September 1945. Offensive operations were terminated
on 15 August 1945 and the formal surrender took place on 2 September 1945. In
general flicht onerations consisted of (a) CAP's over own forces (b) Patrols over
Japan to insure compliance with armistice agreement and (¢) Flights to locate and
drov supplies to P,0,”7, Camps,
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PART III - CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT

1. 16=24 August 1945 Location: Operating in an arca 200 miles south-
cast of TOKYO.,
Task Group 38.1 spent the above period in replenishing and conduct-
ing sunnery cxercies while awaiting the outcome of surrcnder neqgotie
ations, Accordingly aircraft operations were limited to routine
combat air patrols and the towing of slecve targets for group anti-
aircraft training, 4As well as refucling, this ship roplenised its
armunition and took on fresh provisions,

Consurrcntly a landing party consisting of the marince detachment and
two platoons of blucjackcts was organized for possible usc in the
occupation of TOKYO BAY and thce YOKOSUKA Naval Basc prelindnary te
the formel surrcender of the cnemy, The landing party was this ship's
portion of threc battalions organized within the Task Group which
were to be nade available to the Commender TOKYO BAY Emcrgency Navel
Occupation Forces (Comnander Task Force 31)., Personnel for the beach
lancinzg force were equipped in accordance with instructicns from the
task sroup commander and such shipboerd traininz as was practicable
was conductced,

On 19 Au-ust the Marince Detechnent wes transferred to the Attack
Transport GARRARD. Thc blucjacket battalion wes kept in rcadiness
but was not activated,

On 22 August the cntire air group participated in a mass flight of
all the carrier eir groups for the purposc of toking historical
photozraphs of both aircraft and surfacc forccs,

On the night of 24 August the Task Group stecamed northwerd toward
an operating arca off Northern Honshu,

2. 25 hugust 1945 Location: 85 miles cast of Northern HONSHU.
?baxhor: Broken high clouds and & few low cuu=-
lus. Wind fron SSE, at 14 knots, Terip. 78°. Visibility 3-6 nmiles,

duc to light fog and heze. Flying conditions undesireble to average.

Task Group 38.1 scarched for POU canps in northcrn HONSHU.
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0bL5 Launched DCAP #1 - (8 VF), Routinc patrol. MNo intcrceptions,

1100 Launched Patrol C = (12 VF)., The mission of this flirht was pri-
narily to locate prisoncr of war canmps in assigned areas in north-
ern HONSHU., IUAKE Coel mine camp (SENDAI {2) was located three

. niles west of TAIRA, Approxinatcly 250 white prisoncrs werc observed
in the cncaspnent and on the roof waving wildly. A photograph of
this camp is included with the report. In addition photographic
coverage was obtained of five airficlds including KORIYAI 4, ITNKI,
KCRIY/: 4 WEST, Y/BUKI and MALSUD. all of which had plancs lined up
on thc aprons,

1336 Leunched DC/P #3 - (8 VF). Routine patrol. No interceptions,

The Task Group procecded during thc nizht north to an operating erce south
of HOKKAIDO,

3. 26 hugust 1945 Location: 100 miles south of HOKKLIDO.

Weather: Broken hizh anc scattered low clouds
with light rain and haze. Vind from SE, et 15 knots. Temp. 759
Visibility 6 miles., Flying conditions averc ¢ to occasionelly
undesirable duc to haze,

Tesk Group 38,1 scerched for POV camps in HOKKLIDO.
0430 Launched DC/P %1 (8 VF), Routinc patrol. No interceptions,

0728 Launchod Patrol C = (8 VF, 4 VT), This patrol wes intended pri-
narily to locate prisoncr of wer caups in assigned arcas in HOKKAIDO.
Though the flisht rcached the objeetive, there was consicderable
haze beneath & 500 foot ceiling and no prisonor of war céamps could
bc obscrved,

1129 Leunched DCAP /3 = (8 VF). 4fter this flight becanc eirborne, it
was instructced by the Task Group Commander to assist in the scarch
for POV camps., FUKUSHIM.. camp wes located but only o fow PO''s
werce obsorvecd, Two unlisted cemps within two miles of cach other
were found &t wheot wos belicved to be NAKL MINE (latitude 4O° 15':
longitude 1400 57'). A totel of about 150 persons were obscrved
on the ground vieving joyously,

The Task Group proccoded during the nizht to a refucling rondezvous,
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be 27 Mugust 1945 Location: 195 milcs cast of northern HONSHU.

flcathcr: Overcast, high and low scattcred
clouds. Viind fram SSW, at 16 knots, Temp. 81° Visibility 12
miles. Flying conditions good,

Tesk Group 38.1 replenished and conducted POW canp scarches in tho samc arcas
previously covercd in northcrn HONSHU,

OL53 ticnt alongside U.S.S. NANTAHALL and coimcnced fueling.
0622 Cast off fron tanker,

0849 Launchcd POW Mission 72 - (16 VF, 8 VI'), This patrol was assignod
té scarch for POV camps in the sane arca covered by our plancs on
25 Lugust 1945. Thcy located the OH/ASHI Comp end dropped by pero-
chute four bundles of food and nedical supplics, Two norc cemps
were located ot NIIGATA, with four morc supply drops made at the
northern most camp, Returning from this mission, our plancs spotted
and reported to the Task Group Commander o surface Japancsc sube-
narine of ti.c I-l5 class, flying both 2 bleck flog and a Japancsc
flag. They kept the submarine under surveillance until reliceved
by plencs fraa U.S.S. BENNINGTON,

1011 Wlent alongsicde U.S.S. VIRGO and commaenced replenishing.

1414 Cast off fron supply ship,

5. 28 lupust 1945 Location: 160 riilcs cast of northcern HONSHU,

Wcather: DBroken high end broken low clouds,
Wind fraa SW, ot 20 knots. Tomp, 81°, Visibility 12 milcs,
Flyinzy conditions avcrage.

Task Group 38,1 scerched for POV camps in northern HONSHU,
0501 Launched DCAP #1 - (4 VF). Routine potrol. No interccptions.

052 Launchcd PO Mission #1 -« (4 VF, 4 VT). Returning to the senc
aeneral erca in northern HONSHU this PO mission drepped 12 packe
egce of food at SENDAI {1 camp, and discovercd signs at SENDAI #2
canp indiccting thot the POU's there nceded cizercttes and food,
On thc rcturn flicht to the ship our plancs cssisted U.S.S.
B.NGUST and U,S5,8. HIDDO in locatinz o Jeponesc I-15 class sube
nerine which the ships werce to cscort alonzside. The submmorine
vhich was the sene subierine which our plencs hed discoverced the
prececeding dey, was locoted sixty milos cast of SHIOYASAKI, HONSHU,
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The Tesk Force procceded seuthward cduring the night to an operating erca
cast of TOKYO,

6. 29 lLugust 19L5 Location: 100 nilcs cast of TOKYO.

vicather: Overcast hizh and scattcered low clouds,
Wind fron S¥, ot 16 knots, Tomp, 809, Visibility 10 milcs,
Flying conditions cxccllent,

Task Group 38.1 furnishcd eerial cover for the naval occupation of YOKOSHKL
Neval Basc,

0430 Lounched THIRDFleeot CiP - (8 VF) and ATOUGI CP - (7 VF). While
on station thesc flichts observed approxinately 90 friondly ships
in SAGAMI Bey including soic of our old battloships. Extensive
minc sweeping operetions were observed in the channcl end off of
YOROSUKA, and threc of our now battlcships werc steceming betwoen
the SAGLII Bey anchoragze and OSHIEY.. No cnony airborne eircraft
were scen but iore then 35 twine-cngine plencs were porked on the
YOKOSUK.\ Fiecld,

0645 Leunched A/F POV Mission #2 = (4 VF, 4 VT), This flisht scarched
for POV canps and airficlds in the TOY/d/. By irca. Three unlisted
POW canps wore located north of the city of TOY.il., and food was
dropped ot two of the camps, Prisoncrs of wor at a2ll caaps scoied
jubilent upon sceing our plancs. VWhilc neking & food frop at the
castern-nost PO caap in the factory district on the northern out-
skirts of TOY/il., ono of our VT plancs crashed, killing the pilot,
scriously injuring the obscrver and slizhtly injuring the redionen,
The condition of thesc ricn was reportcd the following dey to ocur
pilots who droppod & ncssage ziving inprovised ground signals,
in unlistcd airfiocld was discovercd ncar the coast twelve milces
north of KiAN/ZMUL, with three twin-cngince and five single=cngine
plancs parked on onc of the strips,

Q6LL Leunched Channel C/P 73 - (4 VF), Routinc potrol. No interceptions,

1059 Lounched THIRDFlcct CiP #, - (8 VF). Routinc patrol. No intcr-
ccptions,

1315 Launched 4/F POV Mission #5 = (4 VF, 4 VT) and DC/P {3 = (4 VF),
Poor wcether provented the scoerch mission from scarching its
assigned erca, Routine DC/P, No interccptions,
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The Task Group remeined during the night in the sanc operating arce.

Te 30_suzust 1945 Location: 150 iilecs cast of TOKYO.

licether: Seattored high and broken low clouds,
Wind from SSW, ot 22 knots., Tomp 82°, Visibility 12 milcs.
Flying conditions averagc to good,

Task Group 38.1 continucd to furnish acrisl cover for the Allicd occunztion
of YOKOSUKi Necval Besc and ATSUGI /drficld.,

0429 Launched THIRDFloct CiP 1 = (7 VF) and ATOUGI C.P /1 - (7 VF).
This flicht observed an almnost continuocus linc of auxiliaorics
and transports centering TOKYO BiY, The Jepencse battleship
NAGLTO wes scoen ot enchor ot YOKOSUK/ with apparcntly no sorious
danage.

06L5 Launched A/F PO Mission #2 = (4L VF, 4 VT). Continuinz the POV
canp scarch in the assigned TOYAML. [rea, this patrol succceded
in locating two additionmal unlisted cecpsnine niles northwost of
the city of TOY..l., ~nd nmede focéd drops on the.three canps locatad
the preccedinsg day. Photogrephic covercoge was nmrde of 2ll POU
canps in the TOY./1l. irca, Perked plancs werc obscrved on the aire
ficlds ot MLTSUY/1Y., KUMUG.Y.., and K.SHIW.

0816 Launched Obscrver Mission i3 = (2 VI), Flyin: over TOKYO BLY
thesc plancs observed the initial lendinzs of the occupation
forccs at YOKOSUK/. Neval Base, The officicl flog raising core
nonics signifyingz the formel occupation of the basc oceurred at
1111,

1100 Lounched THIRDFloct CiP - (8 VF). Routinc patrol, No intorceptions,
1319 Launched /\/F POW Mission #5 = (4 VF, 3 VI) and DC/P #3 = (4 VF).
The A/F POW flight proccodec to the two now conps located during
the morning and nade three food drops.” Poor weathor haltcd fure
thor scarch in the assigned arce, Routine DCAP, No interceptions,
The Task Group rotired during the night to a rofucling rcendezvous,
8. 31 Ausust 1945 Location: 160 rilcs cast of northern HONSHU,
Wicathor: Ovorcast low clouds with rein, Wind shifte
" 4ng * fron WSW, ct 18 knots to N, ot 12 knots, Tomp, 700. Visibility
4 to 1 rndles, Flying condition bad.

Task Group 38,1 rofuclod.
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0827 Wient alongside U.S.S. CHICOPEE ~nd cermricnced fucling,

0957 Cast off from tonkers

The Task Group remcined with the replenishment group during the nignt,

9. 1 Scptember 1945 Location: 100 ndlcs cast of HONSHU,

Weather: Ovwercost to broken low clouds with
lizht roain, Wind from NE, ot 10 knots., Temp, 709, Visibility 6-10
niles, Flying conditions undesirable,
Task Group 38,1 replenished and conducted (fi gunnery cxerciscs,
0515 Viont ~longsido UeS.S. VIRGO and corracnced reprovisioning,
0850 Cost off from supply ship.
1059 aunchod DC/P #3 - (8 VF)., Routino petrol, No intcrceptions,

1311 Conducted Al exercisces ~gainst towed slecve torget,

The Task Group procccded during the night to cn operating crea southcast of
TOKYO,

10, 2 September 1945 Location: 100 milcs southcast of TOKYO,

' licethar: Overcest high and broken low clouds,
Wind from NE, ot 18 knots, Torpe 74°, Visibility 15 milos, Flying
conditions averasc,

Task Group 38.1 perticipeted in the mass flizht over TOKYO during the surrcender
coreononics,

0700 Lounched TOKYO Flicht - (15 VF, 7 VI)e (ftcr joining up with the other
air groups of Task Group 38,1 plencs prococded to tho Imperiel Paleco
at TOKYO, where rendezvous wes mede with the flights from Task Groups
38,3 ond 38e4e Then durin; the signing of the surrender documents, the
ness flizht procceded southwerd over the U.S.S. MISSOURI to MIS/KI and
then out te sceo,

0750 aunchod DCAP #2 = (8 VF), Routimc patrol, No interecptions,

The Task Group roncdned during tho night in the seoric operating erce,
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PART IV - ORDNANCE

A. Performance of ordnance materizl anc equipment.,

M

(1) Ammunition expenditures in anti-aircraft sunner exercises,

(a) During the period covered by this report the ships! guns were
not fired in action against the enemy, but only in anti-aircraft gunnery
exercises against towed target sleeves. All material and equipment fun-
ctioned satisfactorily. Ammunition expenditures in these exercises were
as follows:

Date 40 MM Rds, 20 M. Rds.

16 August 1000 0
17 August 97 O
1 September 923 0

-l - ENCLOSURE C




NFIDENTI

PART VI - SPECTAL COMMENT AKD INFORMATION

1. TABLE OF PLANE AVAILABILITY AND DAILY TOTAL OF SORTTES (omits planes not reaching target).

a
N . At target Ships E
Date Availability Strikes & Sweeps CAP Search CAP SNASP Others
VF__VT VF____VT VF___VT W VT _VF__ VT 3
16 Aug, 23 G 0 0 0 0 0 0 - SRR T 3 towplanes )
17 Aug, 24 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 towplanes fa
18 Aug. 25 8 0 0 0 0 0 12 g & 8 0
19 Aug, 24, 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 6 up
. 20 Aug. 2, 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 P 0
21 Aug, 25 8 0 0 0 0 0 16 g @ 8 0
22 Aug, 23 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24% 8%
23 Aug, 2/, 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 ¢ 0
2/, hug. 25 9 0 0 0 0 0 8 0.8 0 0
25 Aug, 24, 9 0 0 0 28 0 0 6 0 @ 0
26 Aug, 24, 9 0 0 0 24% L 0 0 0 0 0
27 Aug, T 0 0 0  16% g 0 6 @ 0 0 l
28 Aug, 24, 9 0 0 0 4% 4 g E S 0 r4
29 Aug. 33 9 0 0 27¢ 8« 8% 4 0, ¢ b8 !
30 Aug. 23 8 0 0 26¢ 8% 7% 4 0 0 0 2 Observer llission
31 Aug. 25 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 ¢ @ 0 0
1 Sept. 25 9 0 0 0 0 0 8 ¢ Q" 98 3 towplanes
2 Sept. 23 7 0 0 ‘0 0 0 8 ¢ 8 23 7 Tokyo Flight

% Planes participated in Task Force Operation "Tin Type" (photographing of Task Force aireraft),
* POW CALP MISSIONS.
¢ Patrols over TOKYO Bay area during occupation,

//




FART VI - SPECIAL COi{EITS AND INFOR:LTION (con't)

-

2, Own Losses and Rescue Operations.,

o, o, NO, No.
Tine of Type Circumstances, Pilots Crew Pilots Crew
Dete Launch 4/C Place & Cause Lost Lost Saved Saved

i

29 Avg, 1154 TA!=3 Crashed, maxing 1 2 0 0
low level slow |
speed package
drop on POW
camp at TOYAA,
HOITSHU .

(1) PO's at the camp immediately rushed to the crasiied plane, Limited
remaining fuel made it necessary for the fli ot to leave t.ie arez before
the condition of the nersonnel could be determined. The afternoon fligat
was weathered out of this arez, but on the following morning, our pilots
drosped a set of signals and learned fram the PO/'s that the pilot was
icilled, the officer observer was seriously injured, and tioe gunner was
slightly injured, This same information was confiried sever.l days later -
by dispatch via the Swiss Lezation., Attempts vwere made by ComTHIRDFleet
to arrange an Army ambulance plane flight to a nearb; airfield, Results
have not been received,
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AIR OPERATIONS

16 Jugust 1945

1229=17271.
Launch 3 VT towplanes,

1550-1553
Land 3 VT towplanes,
17 August 1945

1344=1315
Launch 3 VT towplanes,

1632-1634
Land 3 VT towplanes,

18 Lugust 1945

1050-1100
Launch 4 VT for ASP f2,
Launch 12 VF for DCAiP 424

1420-1437

Land 12 VF from DC.P 2.
Land 4 VT from ASP ;2,

19 iupust 1945

No Flight Operations,

20 supust 1945

No Flight Operations.

211 au f:l.lfit l?ﬁ_é

0419-1428
Launcn 16 VF for DCiP /1,

0836~0851
Land 16 VF from DC.P /1,

22 August 1945

1132-11456
Launch 8 VT for Tin Type..
Launch 24 VF for Tin Type.

1526-1538

Land & VF from Tin Type.
Land 8 VI from Tin Type.
1558=1613

Land 16 VF from Tin Type..

23 August 1945

No Flight Operations.

2L August 1945

O744-0748
Launch 8 VI for DCAP %2,

1153=1156
Land 8 VF from DCAP #2,

25 Aupust 1945

06450648
Launch 8 VF for DCAP #1,

1100-1109
Launch 12 VF for Patrol C,

1122=1128
Land 8 VF fron DCAP /4.,

1336~1339
Launch 8 VF for DCAP )3,

1533=L545
Land 12 VF from Patrol C.

1752-1800
Land 8 VF from DCAP 43,
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26 August 1945

0430-0434
Launch 8 VF for DCAP 1.

0728-0737

Launch 4 VT for Patrol C.
Launch 8 VF for Patrel C.
0856-0903

Land & VF from DCAP #l.

1129-1133
Launch 8 VF for DCAP ;/3.

1150-1202

Land 8 VF from Patrol C.
Land 4 VT from Patrol C,

1457=1507
Land 8 VF from DCAP 3.

27 hAugust 1945

0849-0908
Launch 8 VT for POW Patrol ;2.
Launch 16 VF for POW Patrol i#2.

1441-1511

Land 12 VF from PO' Patrol /2,
Land 8 VT from POV Patrol 2.

1556-1559

Land 4 VF fron PO/ Patrol 2,

28 Aupust 1945

0501-0503
Launch 4 VF for DCAP %1,

052C-0532
Launch 4 VT for POV .ission ifl,
Launich 4 VF for PO/ !ission #1.

0944,-0946
Land 4 VF fron DCAP 1.

1029=1034
Land 4 VF from POV :ission /1.
Land 4 VT from PO./ lission ifl.

29 aAugust 1945

0430-0437
Launch 8 VF for B, J. CAiP ;1.
Launch 7 VF for ATSUGI CAP,.

0616-1617
L:;...J.L.r. 2 VF fI‘O:’f’. 1TSIJGI CQ}.P.

0645-0648
Lounch 4 VT for PO #2.
Launch 4 VF for PO 2,

08LL.=084L5
Launch 4 VF for Channel C.AF /3.

0859-0903
Land 7 VI froma B, J., CAP #l.

0910-0917
Land 1 VF fraa B, J. CaP L.
Lend 5 VF froin ATSUGI CAP.

1059-1102
Launch & VF for B. J. C.P ¥4

1154-1159
Land 4 VF from POV ,f2.
Lend 3 VT from POV j#2.%

1315-1321

Launch 4 VT for PO'T 75,

Launch 4 VF for POV .5,

Launch L VF for DC.P /3.

1326-1326
Land 4 VF froa Channel Patrol #3.

1525-1536

Land 8 VF froi B, J. CAP /4.

1729=173¢9

i-.rﬂn{.j. j.; LFF fl"D. DC ;P {I'BI
Land 4 VF froa PO '5,

Lend 4 VT from PO 5.

30 jsugust 1945

OL29-0435
Launch 7 VI for B, J. CAP A,
Launch 7 VF for ATSUGI CAP /1.

* 1 VI crashed at PO/ Cauap,
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30 iugust 1945 (con't)

06L5=-0645
Launch 4 VT for PO7Y .Hssion.
Launch L VF for POW Iission,

OS&&”OS&S
aunch 2 VT for Observer ;3.
Launch 4 VF for Patrol #3.

0857-0908
Land 7 VF from B. J. CAP ;1.
Land 7 VF frou ATSUGL CAP £l.

1100-1104
Lauiich § VF for B. J., CAP Iﬂlq..

1115-1122
Land 4 VF from PO Idission.
Land 4 VT from PO'] :Qission.

1319-1325

Lauiich 3 VT for PO.J ldssion,
Laur.ch 4 VF for PO.T Iission,
Leuwirch 4 VF for DCAP f3.

1530-1333
Lanc L VF from Patrol 73,

[ =

Lanc 2 VT fro. Observer ‘3.
1547
L&]+{: l LTF fI‘Ou. Bi J- Cni? .:ri.h-'

6-1
nd 7 VF from B, J. C..P 4.

Land 4 VF frou DC.P /3.

1755=1159

Land 4 VF from PO, assion.,

1816-18158
Land 3 VT from PO !dssion.

31 august 1945

No Flight Operations,

1 September 1945

1059-1102
Launch & VF for DC.P #3.

1311-1313
Launch 3 VT towplanes.

li;h?"lf-'j-ﬂ-

Land & VF fron DC.P #3.
Land 1 VT towplane,

1552-1553
Land 2 VT towplanes.,

2 September 1945

0700-0711
Lawncii 7 VT for Tokyo Flight.

Launicn 15 VI' for Tok;o Fligit.

075C-0753
Launcin ¢ VF for DC.\P ‘2.

1025-1027
Land 5 VF froia Tokyo Flight.

1044=1055
Land 4 VF from Tok; o Flight.
Land 7 VT from Tokyo Flight,

1106-110C
Land 4 VF fron Tokyo Flizht,

1121-1134
Land 2 VF from Tokyo Fli_ ht,
Land 3 VF from DC..P /2.

- D= ENCLOSURE

D




CONFIDENTIAL

™ .M OMATTITYT O oTTATMIT OO
PaiT VII - PERSONNIL CaSUALTIES

Personnel Casualties

There were two serious casmalties during the pcriod covercd by this
report, The names ana.‘- circunstances were as follows:

(a) Paul Herbert HENDIRSON, Ensign, (Al), 408082, US'Y, was killed
when nis plane crashed near the PO/ camp at TOYAlia, HOISEY as he was
making a food and medicial suppl, drop.

(b) James Smith FEREBEE, (A5), 131709, USIR, was seriously injured
while riding as observer in uhc :;L'.rfet of the LBM=3 niloted by Ensign
HENDERSON. The exact extent of his injuries are not et known.




AG 30

L T3 DI LI 36 1 YE 5 6 e
T I DI L D06 D 1K T rE e e
132 0N IR D D88 e 0E e e e 3
8% 0 R IO N I T D s e 3
—-==-.H=ﬂm

IR IEDELE
IETRDE DE DE0e 0E DE De TE
T T 0 0 1E DOTE IE DE 1 1

AG 3|

TE T 3 188 X9 1 D I D
7E I I T 7% e TE
TOTAL PLANES SHOT DOWN
208
[ 3N “0R 48 2N ™

AG24-88

AG21-22 ¢
AG30-B2 . 5
ACTI-442 T L

.. DES mf,’“i}u- 285 ' ,!ff e

3 1

i, K

FINAL BOX SCORE




"3 EASTHMAN JE L 4«

&
.* : 1& ,-.l- r..-' =

==

g - _,__'h:_
- . . Y -

e

KORIY/MA LIRFIELD - NOATHERN IONSHU

L4 LA 1.-.:: LIVINGT

This photogreph wos token on 25 lLugust 1945, the first day that THIRD FLEET
plancs flew over nerthern HOMSHU following the cessation of hostilitics, At
of the nirficlds, pilots obscrved (s}
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Prisoner of war canp at IWARE Coal Mine (SEINDAI #2 camp), Eastern HONSHU.
This photogreph was taken by a BELLEAU WOOD pilot on 2§ august, 1945, the
firet day flighte were sent out to locate and make supply drops at Northern
HONSHU POV camps. Approximately 250 jubilant white nmen were observed
erowded on the barracks roofs and within this compound, Many of them can
be seen in this picture.




SHINMINATO SOUTH PRISONZR OF WaR CaMP NO. 297

This was one of five unlisted camps discovered by BELLESAU
WVOOD pilots in the TOYalis BaY area, western HONSHU, Note
the unguarded open gates and allied prisoners of war en-
Joying their first freedon,
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