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The U.S.S, LEXINGTON, sixth ship of the U,S, Navy so named, was
com ned in South Boston Navy Yard on February 17, 1 . 2

issi :
B, STUMP, USN, in the presence of Governor Szltonstall of Massachusetts,
assumed command of the ship.

The fourth of the ESSEX type of carrier to be ”ﬂ”mﬁ*ﬁiﬁﬂ%ﬁj she
in her construction and design all the latest develonments of the
modern aircraft carrier and was to play az vital part in the operations of
ic Fleet in the ensuing menths of the war.

After a fitting out period in Boston, she left on April 13th for
1 f - - ' s P e BT, B! . r - s - .-| 1 TN g = . y Y .
Chesapeeke Bay. Here on April 23rd Commander B.W. WHRIGHT, USN, Air Officer,

f and landing from her deck, =2nd Air Group SIYTFEN,

which was to be her Air Group for the FirnT months of her career, joined her
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After completion of this availability period, the LEXINCTON oro-
ceeded 1?‘1,'_'_ Norfolk to the Panama Canal Zone to transit the Canzl and I'T.ﬁ"]'n
the Pacific Fleet. On 26 July at Cristobal she rendezvecused with the RBELLFAU
100D and the PRINCETON, CVL's wi
to join in many an operation. The Canal was transited on 2627 July, and
preparations fa sea were made at Balbo At 1215 on 28 July, Task Groum
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52.6, composed of the LEXINGTON, PRINCETO!
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'bor was uneventful, All ships and Air Groups
gt |
unched on Oshu by the planes of the Task Group on the day of arrival which
was answered by a magnificent attack against the Group by shore based PRO's,
Torpedo Planes, and Dive Pombers, At 1520 on August 9th, the LFYINGTON en-
ComAirPac for duty. The preliminaries were
over, and she was a part of the Pacific Fleet
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tered Pearl Harbor znd renorted to Com

Several weeks were spent in Pearl Harbor, during which time neces-

1 i
sary Navy Yard work was done and one training cruise conducted, inally on

September 1lth, as Flagship of Rear Admirsl C.E. PO'NALL, CTG 15.5, LFYINGTON
l‘Pt wr “'f first war mission. Owr Task Group consisted of the LEXINGTON,

NCETON and BELLFAU %OOD, the cruisers SANTA FE, MOPILF, and BIRMINCHAM, and
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the ﬁestrﬁver* MC KEE, *Tf”’”F, JOHN ROGELS, HARRISON, ”ETFL‘F?D, RTNGGOLD,

DASHI¥LL, SCHROFDER, and the tanker GUADELOUPE, The mission of this t.oup was
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to make a destructive raid on enemy air installations at Tarawa Atoll in the '
Gilberts.

!

ml

The ensuing raid was highly successful and the first of what were
to be many similar operations by groups of carriers in the coming months,
Approach to the objective was made without detection, and at dawn on Septem-
ber 18th the first strikes left the ship. During the day 196 sorties were
flown with a loss of only three of our *lanﬁﬂ The ships Air Group proved
itself to be well trained and full of fight., Under the outstanding leader-
ship of Commander L, 3B, SCUTHERLAND they gave evidence of the qualities that
were to make them among the outstanding Air Groups of the Fleet,

=
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All day the Task Group crulﬂeu back and forth, sending wave after
wave of planes against the enemy installations, No attacks were made against
the group, and little air opposition was encountered over the target. Anti-
aircraft fire, however was *rteuse, as it was evidenced by the fact that over
one half of our fighters received damage from this source,

The Task *_;uﬁ as a whole received invaluable experience during this
raid, Fighter direction and communication procedures were te*ted, and all
ships given practice in operating under combat conditions. At sunset the mis-
sion was declared to have been successfully completed and the group headed
eastward, A year later these same ships, plus many others, would be threaten-
ing Formosa and the Philippines, putting to good use the technique established
and lessons learned at Tarawa,

After another period in Pearl Harbor LEXINGTON sortied on September
29th for her second raid, the carrier strike on Wake Island. Just as Tarawa
va.s the forerunner of operations by several carriers operating together, so
Wake was the first major raid by several groups., LEXINGTON was Flagship of
the second carrier attack unit, commanded by Rear Admiral Radford, while the
Task Group as a whole was under the command of Rear Admiral MONTGOMERY in the
YORKTOWN. In addition to these two carri-rs, the ESSEX, CCWPENS, INDEPENDENCE,
and BELLEAU WOOD participated, as well as ©ne division of crulsers and many
destroyers. The coming operations by huge carrier Task Forces which were to
take place during 1944 were mirrored in the Wake raid.

Complete surprise was again attained and Air Group SIXTEEN again
proved itself a potentially outstanding group of airmen. For two days the
Task Group sent it's carrier strikes in to the island, and on the second day
cruisers bombarded the shore installations. The IEXINGTON Air Group flew 305
sorties with a loss of two fighters and one bomber planes The crew of the
bomber were rescued by submarines. Damage to the objective was extensive,
and all hands could again feel that they had participated in a highly succes-
sful action,

The next operation in which the LEXINGTON participated was the oc=-
cupation of the Gilbert Islands. During the period of November 19-24, to=-
gether with the YORKTOWN and the COWPENS, she took station about 100 miles
southeast of Mille in the Marshalls group. The mission of these carriers was
to intercept any enemy aircraft being staged from the Marshalls to the sup- j
port of the Gilbert group that was being invaded, This mission for the first
time gave the Air Group an opportunity to put in use their training in combat
interceptions, At the same time, a number of highly destructive strikes were ‘
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made against the Mille installations,

On November 19th, six strikes were directed against the target, fol=-
lowed by single strikes on the 20th to the 22nd. These strikes effectively
neutralized the aircraft installations on Mille, while at the same time four
enemy bombers were destroyed on the ground, and AA positions were dealt severe
damage,

- —

On November 20th, fourteen of our SBD's made 150 mile two plane sear-
ches., During the course of one of these the planes piloted by Lieutenant Cook
CLELAND and Lieutenant ( junior grade) C. T. SCHRADER intercepted a Betty 150
miles from the Force., After a twnety-two minute chase, Lieutenant CLELAND's
rear seat gunner, W, J, HISLER, ARM3c, shot the Betty down.,

On November Z2lst, routine patrols and searches were conducted, and
on the 22nd another strike was sent to Mille. It remained for the next two
days to provide the high spots of this mission in support of the Gilbert land-
ings.,

At about 1000 on lNovember 23rd, many bogies were picked up by LEX-
INGTON radar 90 miles north of the formation, Lieutenant Commander FLEMING,
LEXINGTON Fighter Director Officer, vectored out 12 of the 24 plane Combat Air
Patrol then in the air., The interception wcs perfectly conducted, and contact
was made 50 miles out with our planes having @&an' altitude advantage of 4000
feet, The bogies consisted of a group of twenty enemy fighters flying in close
formation, The 12 LEXINGTON Hellcats immediately shot down 17 sure and 3 pro-
bables, with the loss of only one plane, the pilot of which bailed out near the
formation and was recovered, The owtstanding individual performers were Lieut-
enant (junior grade) HANKS, who shot down five planes, and Lieutenant (junior
grade) FLEMING who got three., MNeedless to say the "screen was clear" after
this interception.

On the next day, another group of many bogies was picked up 102 miles
to the northwest, Twelve LEXINGTON fighters were again vectored out, and in=-
tercepted 2 Betiys accompanied by 18 Zekes., Our planes shot down both Bettys,
10 Zekes and two probables, in spite of the fact that some of the Zekes had an
altitude advantage on t hem at the time interception was made. From November
19th through November 24th, our Air Group, perfectly controlled by Lieutenant
Commander FLEMING had shot down thirty enemy aircraft and destroyed one bomber
on the ground.

Th: period described above marked the first supporting operation to
amphibious assaults in which we were to take part. During these six days the
pressure on the Air Group and the crew as a whole was severe. General Quar-
ters was sounded every evening and while our particular group was not attacked,
there was much enemy activity in the vicinity, and numerous alerts were sounded.
On the evening of November 24th we were requested to take aboard several lost
planes from the LISCOMBE BAY, While the ship stayed at General Quarters the
deck was spotted forward, wiu the planes were finally safely brought aboard, .
although it is doubtful if the pilots had ever before been forced to land at :

The ship by this time had become a well trained unit, hardened in
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the practical field of actual operations. The performance of the Flight Deck
crews and all other units of the ships company was becoming outstanding for
experiences and smoothness of operation,

As soon as the Gilberts occupation was completed the supporting
carrier groups withdrew to refuel and then immediately proceeded on their
next mission, which was to raid Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshalls Group.- The
LEXINGTON was in T.G. 50.1 for this operation, in company with the YORKTOWN
(Rear Admiral POWNALL), COWPENS, the cruisers MINNEAPOLIS, SAN FRANCISCO,
NEW ORLEANS, BALTIMORE and OAKIAND, and a screen of destroyers including the
CHAUNCEY, KIDD, BULILARD, NICHCLAS, TAYLOR and LA VALLETE., T.G. 50.3, was com=
manded by Rear Admiral MONTGOMERY, with the carriers ESSEX, ENTERPRISE, BELLEAU
WOOD and six cruisers.

Kwajalein lying as it does in the center of the Marshall'c group, ap-
proach had to be made from the northeast within range of Japanese searches from
other Marshall bases, On the afternoon of the run-in Admiral POWNALL sent a
message to the group, "Be ready for anything after 1700", It was well known
that Kwajalein had been heavily reinforced during the weeks preceding, and all
hands knew that the hardest mission they had yet faced was ahead of thenm,

Surpisingly enough, approach was made without detection and t he first
strike was launched on schedule at 0630 in the morning of December 4.

Intelligence information to the effect that the target had been heav=-
ily reinforced proved to be correct. Our Air Group on arrival found two CL's
and one large AK in the lagoon, and the airfield literally packed with medium
bombers. Enemy fighters from nearby Roi Island were alerted, and soon were in
the air, Twelve LEXINGTON Hellcats were directed to strafe the airfield while
the VB and VT attacked the harbor shipping. These twelve immediately had their
hends full combating approximately 30 Zekes which arrived from Roi.

The performance of these LEXINGTON fighters under these adverse con-
ditions was magnificent. In spite of the intense enemy opposition 19 enemy VF
and 1 Betty were destroyed in the air, and 3 Bettys on the ground. Meanwhile
the bombers and torpedo planes attacking the shipping had damaged both cruisers
and blown up the AK., While returning from this strike the SBD's encountered
enemy fighters and bombers and shot down six Zekes and one Betty on their way
back to the ship. The total score of our group for this one strike was 27 en-
emy aircraft shot down in the air, three bombers destroyed on the ground, one
large AK sunk, one CL sunk and one probably sunk,

The remainder of the day of December 4, 1943 will long be remembered
by those taking part in this action, It was obvious that while much damage
had been done to the enemy shipping at the target, large numbers of torpedo
planes and bombers had escaped. The Task Group was now faced with retirement
during the day and at night within easy range of enemy bases, under weather
conditions that included an extremely bright half moon,

As soon as the returning strikes were landed course was set northeast
at high speed. The Captain secured from General Quarters in order to give the
crew some rest in anticipation of the rugged evening which all knew was in the
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of fing, At 1201, radar reported a few bogies at 19 miles, closing fast and
General Quarters was sounded, Before General Quarter stations could be man=-
ned, however, two enemy torpedo planes were sighted by lookouts coming in on
the starboard side, The LEXINGTON immediately opened fire, the first ship

in the group to do so., It was the first chance our Gunnery Department had
had, and they took full advantage of it, shooting down both planes, which
crashed in flames, the first 200 yards ahead and the second 500 yards astern
of the ship. A third plane was immediately sighted which closed to 1800 yards
and dropped it's torpedo before being hit and crashing on the starboard beam,
Our gunners achieved a 4.0 score in their first effort,

The torpedo dropped by the last plane passed astern of the ship,
thanks to a skillfully executed evasive turn by the Commanding Officer. The
entire action had lasted only one and one half minutes.

The ship went to General Quarters that night all knowing that a
difficult period lay ahead, The half moon was bright, as only a tropic moon
can be, and the Japanese Marshall bases were still in easy range in spite of
the high speed retirement that had been conducted all afternoon. The night
attack which followed was to be repeated many times in the future, but in no
case was one as long drawn out or as efficiently conducted as this one, It
was easily evident that we were up against a group of the enemy's most skill-
ful and relentless pilots.

All planes were down at sunset, At 18406 radar reported the first
bogie, and immediately thereafter other groups at varying distances. From
that time until moonset at 0127 the Task Group was under continual attack.

At 1925 bogies began closing and the MOBILE, in the other Task Group,
began firing. Both groups were maneuvering at high speed on evasive courses,
and firing by the screen was continuous, Three planes were shot down by vari=-
ous ships, burning long on the water, and adding to the illumination of the
moonlight, To those of us with topside battle stations it seemed like a long
drawn out unreal dream, the ship silently steaming through the water, throwing
out a brilliant phosphorescent wake, the mconlight reflected against the planes
on the flight deck and all the while the bright streamers of tracer bullets and
the flash of 5 inch bursts from the ships of the screen firing at targets which
we knew to be there, but which being unseen were rendered even more terrifying.

At 2150 float lights were dropped on the water to guide the attackers
in to the target., At 2322 four parachute flares appeared on our port beam,
They were beautifully placed to silhouette the ship, and it was obvious that
we had been picked out as the target. At 2325 the ship opened fire, bogies
were closing fast on the starboard bow., A torpedo was seen to drop from a
Betty on the starboard beam who immediately was heavily fired upon but came in
close and got away at high speed directly over the ship.

At 2332 the torpedo hit, The ship immediately settled 5 feet to
starboard and lost steering control, For some twenty minutes she turned in a
circle to port, streaming a dense cloud of smoke from ruptured FS gas tanks on

the fantail,




The conduct of the crew during this period was exemplary. Still
under attack by many planes, with no steering control, and dense poisonous
gas fumes flooding the entire spaces, nevertheless all hands stuck to their
Jobs with calmness and efficiency. The NEW ORLEANS, OAKLAND, and CHAUNCE!
were detailed to stand by the LEXINGTON, and the remainder of the Task Group
likewise remained in the immediate vicinity. In about 20 minutes the rudder
was brought amidships, by using an emergency hand operated hydraulic unit
which had been installed by our own crew during the last availability., Steer-
ing only with the main engines, within half an hour after being hit we were
proceeding eastward at 20 knots.,

The next day retirement continued without further attacks, although
we were still in range of land based planes., At 1500 bhogies were plcked up #
at about 80 miles, General Quarters was sounded, and the ship prepared to
launch fighters, but the bawdiﬁ: faded to the south and we were not molested
further. Several cruisers and destroyers were detached to provide a separate
screen for the LEXTNIGTON, and this Task unit proceeded at best possible speed
to Pearl Harbor,

On arrival &t Pearl l‘arbor the ship entered dry dock to effect tempor-
rs. The Alr Group was transferred ashore, and on December 1l7th, we
rom Pearl Harbor enroute to Bremerton for permanent repairs.

ary repa

sortied

The trip to Bremerton gave the crew a2 much needed opportunity for rest
and PﬁlﬂthWDﬂ Full sized basketball courts were aet up on the hangar deck,
and all hands took adv : the opportunity to indulge in every nosaa;le
form of nn;slcaL activity. On December 22nd we docked at mriﬂﬁftﬁﬂ Navy Yard,

'he Commanding Officer during the trip from Pearl Harbor had told the
crew that he would make every effort to grant as much leave as possible during
1

he stay in Rremerton, Immediately upon arrival the first leave party left the
ship on a 21 day leave and on their return the other helf of the crew did like=-
wise, Many of the men were able to reach their homes for Christmas,

n February 1l2th the Navy Yard availebility was completed, and on
February 20th the LEXINGTQV gzot underway for NAS Alameda, There she took aboard
Air Group NINETEEN, which was slated to relieve Air Group SIXTEEN in July, as
well as approximately 2500 passengers and much miscellaneous freight. On Feb-
ruary 24th she passed through the Golden Gate and again headed for the Pacific

battle zone,

oo

Arriving at Pearl Harbor on February 28th, our old Air Group, SIXTEEN,
immediately came aboard. It was a pleasant reunion for all hands. During the
time we had been out of the combat area much had happened, the lMarshalls were
now in American hands, and carrier Task Forces had raided the menacing Japanese
fortresses of Truk and Saipan. We knew that we were to proceed west, and all
felt sure that there would be plenty of activity for us once we got there,

Leaving Pearl Harbor on llarch 3rd the Captain announced over the loud
specker system that our destination was to be Majuro, an atoll in the Marshall
group, We did not realize at the time that we had moored alongside a dock for
the last time, and that "port" from then on would be a succession of coral atolls,
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in which one lay at anchor for days on end with only shipboard
exercises and occasional beach parties for recreation.,

Shortly after our arrival at Majuro on March 8th Vice Admiral MARC
A, MITSCHER moved his Flag to the LEXINGTON. From then until October we were
to be the Force Flagship of Task Force 58, which was in the ensuing months to
create for itself an enviable record in Naval History. Admiral MITSCHER's
lovable personality, his great brilliance as a tactician and the cooperative
spirit shown by all members of his staff towards the ship's company, made his
stay aboard a memorable experience for all hands, e were proud to have been
chosen for his flagship, and all hands did their best to make him equally
proud of us, |

On March 1l8th the LEXINGTON conducted air strikes on Mille Atoll,
which was still in Japanese hands. Considerable damage was done to the local
installations, and the operations gave the Air Group an opportunity to carry
out combat operations for the first time since the Kwajalein raid.

On March 22nd we sortied from Majuro enroute to our next major op=-
eration, a raid on the Palau Islands. Looking back on the first raids on
Wake and Tarawa scarcely more than six months previous, the aggregation of
aerial power assembled for this operation gave conclusive proof of the growth
of American Naval power in the Pacific. We were but one of several Task
Groups, any one of which was ecuivalent in size to those that carried out the
operations the previous autumn, The move toward Palau seemed an incrediblely
bold one, taking the Force as it did into the heart of the enemy's island em-
pire. There seemed to be no chance of effecting surprise, as snoopers were
active all during the approach, and in spite of the fact that several were
shot down, we knew that the whole area had been alerted and all hands steeled
themselves for a warm reception.

On March 28th the destroyers were topped off and the run in com=-
menced, That afternoon the crew had callisthenics on the flight deck in the
warm tropical sun, and afterwards the band played while all tried to relax as
much as possible. The next day every one was ready for whatever lay in store,
for by that afternoon we would be in range of land based attacks.

Promptly at 1712 many bogies were reported and the Captain sounded
General Quarters, With the recollection of December 4th fresh in every one's
mind, everyon& waited for a night attack of similar or greater intensity.
The enemy tec.inigue appeared to be the same as we had previously encountered,
with snoopers first appearing to spot the Group's position and {lares dropped
over the formation and finally over us by the attacking planes. But the en=-
emy was neither numerous nor determined. Two planes were shot down in flames
as they made their attacks, and the runs of the others were not pressed home,
The anti=-aircraft fire put up by the ships of the screen was breath taking in
it's volume and evidently highly discouraging to the Japanese. By 2200 it
was apparent that the main damage that was to be suffered was loss of sleep
and shortly thereafter the ship secured from General Quarters,

Another attack was expected in the morning and night fighters were |
launched early to intercept it. This one however, did not materialize at all,

gyl |




¥ ® 'l

and at 0633 the first strikes were launched and continued uninterruptably

throughout the day. That evening another night attack was launched against :
the Task Force, but proved no more effective than had the preceding one. Many ,
bogies circled the formation, and one crossed between the LEXINGTON and the ‘
YORKTOWN without being shot down, but by 2300 the attacks abated, and the crew
secured to the normal cruising condition of readiness,

For two days Task Force 58 pounded the Palaus., FExtensive damage
was done to shipping, aircraft and installations, with so many planes taking
part that it is difficult to determine with exactness the responsibility for
specific acts of destruction, in as much as ships damaged by one Air Group
would be subsquently sunk by another, Air Group SIXTEEN, however, continued to
show that it was a hard hitting and efficient unit. Under the leadership of
Lieutenant Commander B.D. BUIE the Fighting Squadron for the first time ex-
ecuted mast head bombing attacks with great success, and the Torpedo Sguadron
accomplished the difficult feat of sowing mires in the harbor entrance.

On completion of the second days strikes the Task Force again pre-
pared for major attacks. General Quarters was sounded at 2001, and the ships
moved in to the aircraft defense disposition. Except for a single bogey pass-
ing astern, however, there were no contacts, and secure was sounded at 2253.
The Palaus, which had been approached with trepidation, but proved to be easier
than anyone had dared to imagine, and American sea power had boldly struck at
the heart of Jzpan's Pacific holdings and emerged without damage.

On the next day strikes were launched against Woleai, and that Atoll
permanehtly put out of commission as a Japanese staging hase. During the
morning a returning FOF missed the arresting gear wires and barriers and crashed
into the planes spotted forward on the flight deck, carrying two other flighters
besides himseli into the forward elevator pit, the elevator being lowered at the
time, Thanks to efficeint work on the part of the hangar deck fire fighting
crews the resulting blaze was quickly extinguished, The pilot of the plane
which was on the elevator at the time was, unfortunately, killed instantly by
the crash.

No attacks were made against the force during this day, although
General Quarters was sounded once when another Task Uroup reported sighting
a large group of hogies in their vicinity. By 1330 air onerations were com-
pleted, and the Task Force returned to Majuro. Arriving on April 6th.

During this period in port, Captain F,B. STUMP, who had been our
Commanding Of 'icer since commissioning, recieved the promotion to Rear Admirsl and we
relieved by Captain E.W. LITCH. The high state of efficiency to which
the LEXINGTON had been brought and splendid manner in which all hands performed
their duties under combat conditions, was in large measure direclty the result
of llear Admiral STUMP's tireless training since the inception of his command.
Vitaelly interested at all times in the well-being of his crew, he had
won for himself the unswerving loyalty of each of it's members, and by his tre-
mendous energy, enthusiazmsm and courage had set them an example they will dong
remember. In a ceremony on the flight deck on April 10, 1944 Captain LITCH ac-
cepted the command and pledged himself to carry on the principles of his prede-
cessor,
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ing two small coastal vessels, and doing damage to ground installations, At
night fall the Task Group retired northward, returning the next morning to
support the landing operations.
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view of the enemy's relatively near by bases, however, it was ;ar‘yf expected
_ ooner or later we would have some of these now familizr visitations,
Sure enough at 1902 on the evening of the 23rd, radar picked up a bogie. A
night fighter was launched, but did make interception, t was later
Llearned that this bogle dro d his bomk on our troops on the landing ?waatrh,
'he next evening, after a day spent 1in ltﬂ““:Lh only one six plane reconn
saince mission, word was received that an attack on the force was imm **""It
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stations were manned, One of the other carriers launched night fighters, who
shot down one enemy banber at 1921, Then, as the crew stood by tensely, word
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was
of nine Jap bomhnrw, on which he was flying wing., The enthusiasm with which
this interception report was received was dampened by his further report that

he was out of mﬁuuriLionl The nine Sons of Heaven in question were in all
orobabilityv searching for our force, but they were not successful and by 2220
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On the 25th the Force withdrew from direct support of the
Hollandia Operations and fueled, The next day was spent cruising 150
miles north of Hollandia, ready to support the landings if called on.
Being at the confluence of enemy searches from Guam, Palau, and Biak,
the main activity of the day consisted of shooting down inquisitive
Bettys, no less than five of which were bagged by Combat Air Patrol.
Of these two fell to LEXINGTON planes. In each case, a destroyer
would be sent to the scene of the crash to rescue survivors and bring
them to the IEXINGTON for a "conference" with the Staff, and all day
long Nipponese were being transferred to the hospitable confines of our
brig.

The big question after our withdrawal from Hollandia was the
nature of our next operation. Scuttlebutt soon was whispering the magic
name of "Truk", and this was confirmed when the order came out to brief
all pilots on that group of islands, Truk was still surrounded with the
glamour of it's reputation as Japan's strongest Pacific base, and all
held it in respect, This, we were convinced, would be no pushover,

The run in during the evening of the 28th, however, was un-
eventful, and the morning of the 29th found us in the launching position.,
The weather was squally, and for some time-launching was delayed. Finally
at 0722 the first fighter sweep left the deck, At a few minutes after
eight, bogies were reported at 55 miles, closing. Interception was not
successful due to the squally weather, and at 0814 two dive bombers made
a high speed run on the LEXINGTON from the port bow. One was shot down
by the ship's batteries, which again were the first in the Task Group to
open fire, and the other dropped it's bomb just off our fantail and made
it's escape through the formation, the members of which by this time were
firing with great enthusiasm, both at the plane and at each other,

Our fighter sweep and first strike reached the target area to find
that our presence had been detected, and many enemy fighters were in the air.
A heavy layer of cloud caused for difficult conditions, as the Japs were af-
forded ample concealment, In the resulting melee, our fighters shot down 17
enemy planes with 2 loss of four planes and three pilots. The LANGLEY fighters
meanwhile, were engaging another group above the cloud layer and bagged a
score of twenty planes, From this time on, enemy air resistance wasz negli-
gible and for two days Task Force 58 systematically "worked over" once proud
Truk, while it's cruisers and battleships bombarded the neighboring islands
of Satawan and Ponape., At times the Force closed in to about 15 miles of the
outlying islands, which were visible on the horizon, as strike after strike
left the deck, the short distance to the target enabling a large number of

sorties to be flown,

At 1900 on the second evening of the attack, antoher dive bomber
closed the formation and dropped a bomb which landed close aboard the LEX-
INGTON's port beam, Except for this incident there was no further enemy
activity over the force, and retirement was made to the Eastward that eve-

ning. A

6th, Task Force 58 again sortied with it's mission the assisting of the cap-

[
Several weeks were spent in Majuro after this operation. On June v
ture of the Marianas, Three days of carrier strikes were scheduled prior to '
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the actuwal occupation, beginning on June 1l2th,

There were no enemy contacts during the approach, in spite of the
fact that the Japanese were known to operate long range searches from their
i{arianas Bases. The monotony of the daily routine was broken on the after=-
noon of the ninth by an Army B-24, who circled the formation at low altitude
to make a message drop.

= o T =

The original plan for this operation called for initial strikes to
begin at dawn on June 12th, For several months the Air Group Commander and
the squadron Commanders of Air Group SIXTEEN had discussed among themselves
the practicability of verying this standard practice of a dawn attack by a
fighter sweep in the late afternoon, an unconventional time for such a man-
euvre, They communicated their ideas to members of Admiral Mitscher's Staff,
and largely through their influence it was decided to give this method a try.

Plans were therefore changed and the launching of a large fighter
sweep on the afternoon of June llth was decided upon., By steaming at high
speed the Force could reach a proper launching point, and if undetected, it
was hoped that they would be able to catch the enemy in comfortable enjoy-
ment of their afternoon tea, or the Japanese equivalent thereof,

Duwing the morning of the eleventh three enemy patrol planes were
shot down near the force., We had no way of knowing whether or not they had
been able to report our presence prior to their destruction but it appeared
by the early afternoon as though we were still undetected. The fighter sweep
was launched at 1307,

Although 100 enemy planes were shot down by the Task Force fighters
on this sweep, our planes did not happen to be assigned an area where enemy
had airborne opposition, They thoroughly strafed a large number of planes on
Aslito Airfield, but returned to the ship disappointed that they had not been
able to increase their score of planes destroyed in combat. The mission of
the force, on the whole, however, was highly successful, and this sweep Viftte
ually destroyed air opposition over Saipan., We were intermittently bothered
however by attacks from torpedo planes based on Guam through out this opera=-
tion., As a result the ship's company was forced to remain at General Quarters
for long periods at night, and the Air Department was frequently called upon
to launch night fighters. This made the operation an especially tiring one
for all concerned,

Shortly after midnight on June 12th, bogies were picked up, and
remained continually around the formation until dawn. It was evident that
the Nips were going to attempt a night attack, and night fighters were cata-
pulted at 0300, At 0330 gunfire was observed on the horizon and Signal
Bridge passed the word to Conn "Flares above us", General Quarters was sound~
ed and preparations made to repel a torpedo attack, The attacking group how-
ever proved to be definitely third-rate, and although one closed to 3} miles,
by dawn all bandits were opening, and the screen was soon clear,

Our initial fighter sweep was launched on schedule at dawn, and was ’
followed by no less than six deckloads for strikes on Saipan., Severe damage
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was inflicted by our group to installations and facilities in our target
area, and two cargo ships as well as many small craft were destroyed, Air
operations were concluded at sunset without incident,

On the next day & fighter sweep and four strikes were launched and
the battleships left the Force to conduct an independent bombardment of the
island. In addition a special strike of TBF's loaded with incendiaries hit
* Garapan Town and very thoroughly burned it, After dark the carrier groups
rendezvoused with the battleships, who had completed their bombardment. The
many fires on the island which could be plainly seen as we maneuvred off shore
were confirming evidence of the damage which had been done.

The success of the day's operations was clouded by the loss of the
Commanding Officer of our Torpedo Squadron, Commander Robert Isley. Hit by
AA fire,he had crashed on Aslito Airfield, later to be named in his honor.
He was a fearless leader, and his ever cheerful and tremendously vital per-
sonality made him one of the ship's most popular officers. His loss, both
as an individual and an American was keenly felt.

June 1l4th was spent in malking strikes on enemy installations on
nearby islands to the north, and further strikes on Saipan itself., There
was a marked reduction of AA fire encountered, in all probability due to the
heavy damage done on the previous days, The next day was D day, and after a
dawn strike and one at How hour to support the landing, four strikes were
launched in support of the amphibious operations, No air opposition was en-
countered by the Task Force during the day, but that evening we underwent a
torpedo attack, which in contrast to the one mentioned above, was distinctly
of high grade calibre.

At 1803, while still in the process of landing planes from the last
strike of the day, a bogey was picked up by Radar at 22 miles and shot down by
CAP from one of the other ships., At 1818 General Quarters was sounded and
landing operations continued. Groups of bogies were picked up in rapid suc-
cession until by 1845 no less than 5 raids were on the screen, Cambat Air Patrol
from the San Jacinto intercepted a group of Tony's at 30 miles, and shot down
6 of them, One of the other Task Groups opened fire on the horizon shortly
thereafter, and at 1907 our lookouts reported sighting ten twin engine planes
dead ahead closing fast, The screen immediately opened fire, and as soon as the
planes were within range the carriers did likewise,

This attack was executed at very high speed and with great determin=-
ation., The volume of fire put up by the group was so great that at times the
attacking planes were completely blacked from view. When the LEXINGTON opened
fire with automatic batteries eight planes were plainly visible on both port
and starboard bow. A few minutes later five had crashed and were burning in
the water around the formation, Two torpedoes were launched at the LEXINGTON
and passed along the length of the ship on either side in plain view and very
eclose aboard. Skillful maneuvreing by the Commanding Officer kept the ship
directly between the path of each of these. One of the attacking planes burst
into flames on our starboard bow, and flew the length of the flight deck and
only a few feet above it before crashing on the port quarter. Those with battle
stations topside had their faces scorched by the heat of the flames as it passed
by. None of the ships of the group were damaged and only eighteen minor person=-

nel casualties ocurred on the LEXINGTON.
-—12—
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The attack described above was the fiercest so far encountered by
this ship, Although short in duration it was characterized by great speed
of approach and a high degree of coordination on the part of the attacking
planes, Our gunners performed in their usual exemplary fashion, and claimed {
five planes sure and two assists for the action,

L o T

On the sixteenth, one strike was launched in support of the land-
ings, and for the rest of the day the group fueled., Operations on this day
were not the main point of interest, however, as word was received through
that never failing source, 'scuttlebutt", that the Jap fleet had decided to
risk an action and was out loaded for bear. This appeared to be confirmed
the next day when our battle ships left the formation to form a heavy strik-
ing force, Air operations on this day were confined to a special strike on
Guam, and routine patrols. Two groups of bogies were picked up that evening
and General Quarters sounded, but no action ensued.

The next day was spent in cruising to the west of the Marianas in
search of the Jap fleet, and although several snoopers were shot down by CAP
no definite contacts were made, A number of long range searches were launched |
but none of these missions were successful. June 19th, which was to be a date
made famous by the first Battle of the Philippine Sea, dawned with our having
no clue to the whereabouts of the enemy, although because of the unusual num-
ber of single bogies intercepted from time to time, it was obvious that car-
riers were somewhere between us and the Philippines,

In the early part of the morning planes from the BELLEAU WOOD which
were investigating an enemy contact at Guam, reported many planes landing on
that island, We were ordered to launch a division of fighters to help them
out, which was done at 0825, Shortly thereafter a very large group of bogies
was reported closing from the west, and it was obvious that "this was it",

Qur deck being spotted for a strike, the bombers and torpedo planes were
immediately launched in order to clear the deck, while at the same time all
available fighters were scrambled, Immediately after this launch Admiral

M,A, MITSCHER sent instructions to the VB and VT to drop their bombs on Guam,
This word did not get through to our bomber skipper, Ralph WEYMOUTH, but being
an individual of resource and imagination, he decided to do so on his own, and
proceeded to tear up the Guam airfields while the fighters were taking care of
the attacking planes,

This engagement has been described many times already, and there is
no need for this narrative to cover it in detail, The LEXINGTON Air Group did
its full share, the fighting squadron accounting for L5 planes during the day's
engagement, Through the day successive waves of planes in very large groups
of as many as 70 at a time attacked the force, The few that were able to break
through the magnificent interception of our fighters were shot down by ship's
gunfire,

Tt was apparent by noon that our fighter direction and fighter planes
were more than a match for the attacks that were being made, The ship's com-
pany, while remaining on General Quarter Stations, seemed to feel a complete
confidence in the ability of our airborne defense, and all went about their
dubies with calmness and confidence, The flight deck crews did magnificently
in executing quick respots as groups of fighters would come in to be refueled
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in spite of the extreme difficulties which they were faced, the
LEXINGTON flight deck orgsnization did a magnificent job of completing this
operation. The landing Signal Officer, Lt. Hanson and Lt. (jg) Shuff never
faltered, and all flight deck personnel backed them up to the full. The
landing was marred by one plane from another carrier whose pilot, badly
wounded, came in against a wave off, cleurlnp all barriers, and crashed in
the midst of the planes parked IDr%cIG. Two men were Puule in this crash
and several injured, and only the alertness of the flight deck crew pre-

L
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vented further Q'”H;:tiﬁj. By 2200 all 1anding9 were completed. We had
taken zboard 22 of owr own aircraft and twelve frow other carriers,
Fourteen of our planes landed on other ships and seven were lost. Three
of these were shot down over the target, the crew of one of thembeing re-
ered and four lended in the water near the formation and were recovered,
During these landings a sociable hogie Joined the planes of the

|

force in circling the formation. He could not be persuaded to iind =board

but was content to circle the groups, and was visually identified several times

by searchlights which were played upon him., His eventual fate was never

ascertained but it is probable t'at he too ran out of gas and made an un-

honorable water landing., This same evening another slightly confused Son :
of Heaven made a good landing on Isely Field, only to find it no longer 2

Japanese haven,

o

Our bomber and torpedo planes attacked two Hitaka Class Carriers
in the Japanese force, while the fighters engaged defending Zeroes. A
number of good hits were obtained, but since planes from other carriers
also attacked these groups, individual credit will not be claimed here., The
eneral] result of this action is well known, and was a crippling blow to Japanese ! iv:

Naval power,

Lt. McClellan, of VT16, was shot down over this target, and with
his crew, had the unusual opportunity of spending the night in a rubber boat
with the eptire Japanese fleet spread before him, He reported seeing one
carrier sink during the night, and another burn furicusly and explode, He
was rescued the next day by a Dumbe plane,

The following day one strike was launched against the enemy, but
the latter had managed to retire during the night. Theresfter, the main
activity of the day was the unscrambling of the numerous pilots and planes
which had landed on carriers other than their own. The Task Force retired
toward Saipan and for the next wo days reformed and fueled.

From 25 June to 5 July our Task Yroup remained in the Marianas area
with the mission of making daily air strikes on @uam, to deny the use of
its airfield to the enemy. “very day one "Milk run" strike was launched
for this purpose, and the bal:cnce of the time was spegt in routire patrols,
Air Grouyp 16 was due to be relieved on the completion of this operation, and
these strikes on Guam marked their farewell effort as an opersting unit.
They were by this time = beautifully coordinated group of flie:s, and it was
& joy to watch them perform their dazily mission.

In addition to the strikes on Guam, these two weeks were enlivened
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y considerable night fighter activity, The Japanese were sending planes
each evening between Pazlau and Truk, and in the bright maobtifht then pre-
sent, the Task Group night fighters were successfi 11 in shoot 1ng down & num-
ber of these. Lt. Abercromble of the LEXINGTON night fighter unit accounted
for one of these on July 22nd which he was able to splash in spite of the fact
that two (2) of his guns were inoperative. In most of these night intercept=-

ons the enemy planes passed very close to the Task Group, and the crew would
be treated to the sight of the nigl ighters tracers flving to their tarret
followed by the bursting into flame of the Japanese plane

'he occupation of Salpal s continul during this peri Qu’ and our
forces had begun to subject Tinian to night bombardments, On the nizht of
July 5th several Jzpanese planes from Guam raided Saipan, passing near our
'Ol ]} . 1N ro o —4 t1 0one ' ‘:Ij_.,. ‘. et ween ‘, - two : 1:. nds. ”,'_'I. ouzn e "J’lL‘:f'iCd

visible on our starboard bow. This was our last day of operations, and the

d for Eniwetok,

ake off from our !"Ll Hadeh f-l"l._‘:i: Ton ne of the Navv'!s work horses they ]Id

K f onm ¢ ; : 28, they ha
continued to operate with us even though other carriers were using SBZ(C!'s,

s the old group left, e planes of our new unit entered the land-
L] vircle and by 0840 they wer 1l aboard, Alr Group NINTEEN had made th
rip from San 5r;lciwﬁ: ith us in February, and the personnel, therefore, were
or the most part known t 1 [ us, le watched with interest owever, as

| - b | L 1 e
they brought aboar ir SB2(C!'s., though we looked at first at these planes
1 cubiously, we were SO0l ) D2 convinced o1 Lhnelir wortn, and our new
L d L = W . r o - 2 s Lo PR i . R e % e
omb oCuadron rov 1tsell ' standineg unit, The Air Group itself was
0 - a4 1 e Ll = = a " . =~ = e 4 . - 4 - Fi @ % Y a _' 4 = . -  Fe T '.. - 4 = -
]_!1 "_ wile ._'n_f__- .J‘:‘ 1351 :‘Ll:":' el .'-H.r.'_ur..__' Ls L - ..:'.J.‘I'..'-..}-'..:. .:'L':.. Il:j'\.-.’ -.'._1].1.1. !.}I-.!l LillLo 18 I'._,-I'L..'er V‘llt}l
" ] - . . . . ey e B 78 e , T ; I o e S S
the tremendous enthusiasm siown by each one of the members, vary auickly won
5 5 [l ® y = ¥ - o Ll
the esteem and aifection O 1 le ship's company.

we sortied from Eniwetok and once again headed for the

larianas. 0 the 21lst we gave support to the landings on Guam
making ¢ sorties against 118 island. Thanks tc the destruction
wrouzht | during the Saipan occupation no air oppostion was en-
Col sred le bogie appeared on the screen, Although inexperience
was often new group performed creditably, and it was evident that
thev were class fizhting outfit,
On the 24th after a day of fueling we left the llarianas area to
conduct strikes against Palau, Yap, and Ulithi. This operation and the one
subseauent to it against the Bonins will not be dealt with in deteail in this '
. * :

narrative, inasmuch as throughout the period air r::ﬂr*aawt ion against surface
units we
erations

-

nonexistent, and our activities consisted entirely of routine op-
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many officers and men who took care of their shipmates and alleviated
their intense suffering, while at the same time carrying on their regular
duties. After all casualties had been removed below, many of the ship's
company volunteered to assisté the Medical Department in caring for the

injured and in giving blood trensfusions,
Air Opera‘®ions against Luzon were continued on November 6, and
attacks were suffered. On retirement that evening course was

no further
to the U.S5.8. SOLACE upon

set Yor Ulithi and the wounded were transferred
arrival.

The ship remained for the balance of the month alorgside a re-
pair ship undergoing repairs, Lur'nﬁ this period Air VYroup 19 wad detached
and left for a well deserved rehabilitation period in the States., They
had been operating with us since the occupation of “Yuam, and had
developed into a really magnific nt Air “roup. The ship was proud of them,
and sorry to see them leave. Th y were (elcived by Air “Yroup 20 from the

NTE/PRISE and at the same time our complement of planes was altered to
allow for the new ration of 73 VF, 15 VT, and 15 VB.

After a short training cruise in the vicinity of Ulithi, during
which the additional Vi were flown from Guam and successfully landed
aboa:d, LEXINGTON sortied on December 11 th ‘.".1’51r ather units of the lthird
Fleet to participate in further strikes inst Luzon in support of the
landings on Mindoro by Gen, MC AKRTHUR's pDFGE“ As ¥lagship, of Task
Group 58.2, she flew the flag of fear Adm, B,.F.BOGAN. Three days of
Eiﬁniy successful strikes were made against the Luzon areas on December
14, 15, and 16. The primary mission was to so blanket the enemy air fields
thet no zircraft could interfere with the landings, and this policy

(PR -

was so successful that no enemy opposisition was encountered throughout
the period. On the morning of the 16th a small group of Bettys and

Zzekes left the coast flying in the direction of the Force, but these were

by LEXINGTCN and HANCOCK strike planes and all shot down.

intercepted

Forr the next seve. al davs the Force battled weather instead of
Japanese, as it found itself in the cent:r of a typhoon. Althcugh several
[ =]

el
hl;? suffered damage, LEXINGTON rode i! through successfully, and proved
th he personnel were scamen as well as M"airdale" sailors. The entire

FD4CL returned to Ulithi on December 231d, in time to smend the holiday
season at that well knosn resort.

ristmas Day was characterized by a real e“fort on the part of
the hands to make the day one resembling & holiday insofar as possible,
and after Lhurch Services in the morning, movies were shown in the after-
noon, and that evening sll hands attended a highly successful entertaine
ment put on by members of the ship's company. Although the noped for re-
turn to the States "after the next operation" had not as yet materiaslized,
the ship's spirit was still outst:anding, and there was no doubt in any
ones mind that the LEXINGTON would continue giving her best as long as
1t was asked for.
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Christmas week was spent in relaxation and preparation and on the
: CTG
december the Lexington, flagship of/38.2 (Rear Admiral '

-

morning of 30

G.F. Bogan) sortied from Ulithi with Task Force 38, The series of actions which
ensued during the following three weeks had as a2 common basis the support

of the landings effected by SoWestPac forces at Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, on

) January 1945. These actions fzll into thr-e phases, The first, comprising

attacks on the cirfields of Formosa and Luzon, terminated when Task Force

> L L 1 1 1 or L J.r t of Jar 12 IV | e 1 th ﬂ"in

Sea. Tl cond phase which continued until 20 Januarj rimarily ) istent
J nits of t Jzpanese Flecet c tituting z threat from the

west to our forces in the Lingayen Gulf area, These major wmnits were not

Yt -

located, but in the course of the search Task Force 38 carried out attacks

=

on shipping and airfields ranging

o]

rom Saigson in southern Indo-China to

Formosa. During this phase planes of Air Group 20 on the LEYINCTON made

c*

tacks on the Camranh Bay area of Indo-China, the Pescadores Islands off
Formosa, and on Hong Kong, The third phase may be said to have hegun on

the evening of 20 Januzry vhen Task Torce 28 passed eastward throush Palint ng

phase attacks were made against
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Formosa on 21 January and agsinst Okinawa (Nansei Shoto) on 22 January,
following which Task Force 32 received orders to retire to Ulithi.

For the pilots of Air Group 20 this operation will proably be remembered
chiefly for the bad weather cncountered on all but three of the strike

days and on most of the days on wnich patrols and searches were flown. [Even

to veteran fliers the conditions on many of the days seemed to be about as bad

™

as men could fly in. The Jap air force failed to appear in force for defense

ffense and the operation developed into what was primarily a far flung

| o H'.-. 3 2 s, -+ L] = i
hunt for Jap shipping. Shipping was found and sunk but the lesson was learned
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that in relation to the effort expended there was disappointingly little
reward when ships were attacked in such strongly fortified harbors as Hong
Kong and Takao on Formosaz. The most successful day of the operation was off
Camranh Bay, Indo-China on the 12th of January when planes of Air Group 20
together with planes from the Hornet and Hancock wiped out one convoy of four
merchant vescels and four escorts and destroyed at least 12 vessels in another
convoy or convoys., Among the ships sunk was the 5300 ton training cruiser
ashii.

The relative inactivity of the Jap air force is indicated by the fact
that during the operation only 9 planes were shot down in the air and 39
destroyed on the ground. Our losses were 19 planes classifled as "combat losses",
two planes lost operationally and 7 others which had to be jettisoned. The
shipping results showed six vessels sunk, six probably ”unk end sixty damaged.
The Lexington's luck held and despite frecuent reports of "bogies" the ship's
guns never opened fire. The operation did not include any close support
missions for our amphibious forces on Luzon. After steaming 9758 miles the
Lexington dropped anchor at Ulithi on 27 January and began replenishment for
the next operation.

On 29 January, at a ceremony on the hangar deck, awards were presented
by the Commanding Officer to officers and men who had sustained wounds or whose
actions had contributed in & noteworthy manner to the defense of the <hip at .
the time of the damage by a suicide plane off the Philippines on 5 November 194k.
The txecutive Officer, Commander Thomas A. Ahroon, received the Legion of Merit,
six officers and 71 enlisted men received the Purple Heart in recognition of
wounds received in action,six officers and 34 enlisted men receéived Letter
of Commendation from Com 3rd Fleet and 14 officers and 48 enlisted men received

the Commanding Officer's Letter of Comrendation. On 30 January Captain Litch

was relieved as Commanding Officer of the ship by Captain
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Thomzs H. Hobbins, USN. The disappointment of the ship's company in losing
Captain Litch was in some measure temcered by the understanding that his
promotion to Hear Admiral was imminent. On the following day Rear Admiral
E.E. Davison USN (ComCarDiv 2 ) raised his flag aboard the Lexington,
relieving Hear Admiral Bogan of command of TG 58.2.

On 2 February Air Group 20 was detached from duty en bhoard this ship and
was relieved by Air Group 9, Commander P.H. Torrey Jr. USN, Commsnding.
The new Alr Group was new not only to the Lexington but to combat onerations and
there was a good dezl of speculation zs to the nature of the operation
which would constitute its first test. The group did not have long to wait.
When we left Ulithi on 10 February the Air Group got the wordsno "milk-run
missions"; no warming up process; the first combat mission would be aimed at
the heart of Jzpan, the area surrounding Tokyo itself. It was a big assignment
:nd despite the handicap of weather that was none too good and the early loss
of the Group Commander, the new Air Group met the test in admirable style.

The new operation, which was marked by the return of Admiral Spruance
as Com Fifth Fleet and Vice Admiral Mitscher as CTF 58 (ComFirstCarTaskForPac),
had as its mission the capture of the tiny island of Iwo Jima in the Volecano 1s.,
some 700 miles south of Japan. February 19 was fixed as "D" day for the landing
of the Marines, Leaving Ulithi, Task Force 58 passed eastward of Guam and
Saipan and then headed north to the Tokyo area. In order to attain surprise,
planes and destroyvers preceded the force during the final d=ys of its advance
with a view to destroying Jap picket boats which were known to be on station,

For the strikes ugzinst Tokyo scheduled to begin on‘X6 Februsry, CTF 58
had apportioned the area among the four Task Groups which were to participate

in the daytime strikes. The area zssigned to TG 58.2 lay to the cast and southeast

of the city and was bounded on the north by 35-3CN and on the west by 139-47-30E.

It included all oI the Chiba Pepninsula except the southern tip and embraced
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Kizarszu, list irst in priority of targets in the Tokyo Area, and the
fighter fields at Katori and Mobara, Enemy planes, airberne d on the
ground, re to be tl rimary targets. The fields In TG 58,2's ar I
not. subdivided among the three carriers of the group.
he initial ztta the day, consisting of a fighter sweep of 20 VF,
\ L d 0641 from 33-43N,141-50E, 110 miles off the coast of Honshu,
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airfield, east of Tokyo. Three other pilots were lost in combat during
the day.

The ship remained at General Quarters during the day and wmtil 1915.
On two occasions, 13 1652, Torpedo Defense was sounded and guns

were manned because of rad-r ocontacts, but no enemy plane is known to

have a ozched within 15 miles of th hip.
On the féllowing day (17 ruary) i econd anniversarv of the
commissioning of Lexington, &ai: tivities were limit to two fighter
ps. TI irst,finding Kisarazu closed in, at! ed aircraft at Yobare
e east Tokyo. Twenty sev J vl ar - n o riou rts of
hiba Peninsula., Alr grouwp 9 planes shot down 3 Zekes and 1 Oscar and
probably destroyed one plane on the ground.
The second sweep, flying high cover for a Hancock strike against

Kisarazu, did not attack planes on the ground., Fiftcen or twenty silver-
colored Jap fighters withdrew in the direction of Tokyo before any attack
could be made. On this sweep "CAVU" conditions existed at the target,
but on the basis of earlier weather reports, principzlly from other areas,
111 further operations were cancelled.

A friendly plane,.unidentified because its IFF was not working,
caused the ship to be brought to Torpedo Defense at 0603, Again at 1644
Torpedo Defense was sounded on orders of 0.T.C.. Firing was observed
over the horizon but enemy planes failed to close this formation.

From the Tokyo area the Task Force rectired towards Iwo Jima where

the Lexington and the other carriers of the TG sent planes on direct

support missions on 19,21, and 22 February. On the last of these days

napalm-filled belly tanks were dropped on gun positions, Pilots estimated

that as high as 509 of those dropped failed to ignite.
L
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On 20 Februry the ship rearmed at sea for the first time, csuccessfully

~

receiving 44 tons of bombs and rockets from the U.5.S. Shasta in one hour and

———

25 minutes by burtoning with a forward whip and the forward crane,

On 23 Februsry the Task Force mcved north., For this second visit the com-
position ¢f the Force was somewhat changed and it no longer included a
separate night-fighter group. 7Two sweeps and one deck-load strike were
launched zgainst the Tokyo area on 25 February. Bad weather prscluded effective use
of our planes.No Jap zirborne oppositicn was evident. On a snow covered field
(Tsukuba), well to the north of our targst area, one plane was destroyed,

. | ¥

one probably destroyed and five damaged. The strike finding the area south

4 |

of Tokyo closed in, Jjettisoned its bombs and returned to the ship.

The force moved westward but pl=ns for further blows were nullified by
continued bad weather. Finally on 1 March the Nansei Shoto were attacked,
the target for the Lexington being three small jislands in the Amami Cunto.
Two airfields in the target zrea revealed only a few planes and the day was
chiefly spent in attacks on shipping. Eleven vessels were damaged in addition
to luggers and small craft, TFollowing this attack the Force retired to Ulithi,
arriving there on 5 March after having steamed 8111 miles.

During the operation Air Group 9 destroyed 34 Jap planes in the air and
21 on the ground. They lost 5 planes in combat and 11 operaticnally, of
which 7 were Jettisoned. Their effective operation reflected credit upon
Licut. Comdr. H.N. Houck, USN, who became Air Group Commander upon the loss
of Commander Torrey. The operation was noteworthy not so much for the damage
inflicted upon the enemy as for the demonstration of the feasibility of carrier
bzsed attacks upon the Empire, For the first time the Lexington operated in an

area in which cold weather (as low as 41°) was encountered. No zppreciable loss

of efficiency was noticed beczuse of the cold. Particularly noted was the

need for more fighter direction training and for more snti-azircraft training.
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No Jap alr attacks were directed against the Lexington although on the night
of 21 February off Iwo Jima, the ship fired by radar control 38 rounds of 51

> miles distant. Other firing was confined to infrequent
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Shortly after dropping anchor at Ulithi on the afternoon of L llarch
preparations were made for the trip back to the United States for routine
overhaul, ear Admiral R,E, Davison, ComlarDiv 2, and staff were detached
and departed from the ship on 5 March, On the followins day Air Group 9
disembarked and Air Group 3 reported aboard for transportation with directi es
to fly routine patrols on the homeward trin. At 1024 on 7 March the
Lexington sortied from Ulithi in company with Boston (CA) and Cowpens (CVL)
with DE's fSisele and French as escorts. These vessels were designated as
TU 94.18,18 with CTU on the Roston. At Eniwetok Atoll on 11 March the
two DE escorts re released. The other three vessels left Eniwetok on
13 March and proceeded to Pearl Harbor without escort. On the following
day a special air search reported negative results in an effort to verify

existence of viyia (Schjeétman Reef) shown on charts at 16°-07'N 179°-00' W,

M Mowalh 811 Plonila A W I I S L o 1 B e et

On 17 March all I.Lu.*uul"‘., lanes were flown off and that afternoon the Leingsuon
1 ~ B : - L: et ] _— a T " Tl a1 = -~ -."'... - 4 P y - 1 |

revurned uvo rearl nharbor y p1th crew in unfamiliar whites mustered on the

1

flight deck, two bands playing, and homeward bound penant streaming. On
<V March the Lexington designated as TU 19.12.3 sortied from Pearl Harbor

for Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton \lashington. Except for delay caused

T v I~ = =1 Tp= s W | (=] 1 1- LATRd & - -, + 1 : - & Pl sl s el = r £ o vl -y o _‘.' 3
Oy Algh Winds and neavy seas thls passage was uneventful and was completed

o

on 27 March, the first leave party disembarking the next morning., The ship

lay in the stream while ammunition was unloaded and entered the Navy Yard

on 31 Farch.
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U.S.S. LEXINGTON (CV16) 10/mjec. t
23 March 1945,

The aircraft carrier, U,S,S, LEXINGTON, sixth ship of

the U.S, Navy so named, was commissioned at the Boston Navy
Yard on 17 February 1943, Since that date the ship has
sbeamed 160,000 miles along a route which has embraced most
of the major steps in the reclaiming of the Central Pacific
as welllas many of those which in the South West Pacific
Area have marked the progress to the Philippines., She has
participated in some 30 series of attacks upon the enemy
including: two fleet engagements; direct air support for troops
in seven amphibious operations; and other air attacks against
targets ranging from Tarawa to Tokyc., The amphibious operat-
ions receiving direct air support, began with the occupation
of the Gilberts and included Hollandia, both Saipan and Guam
in the Marianas, Palau, Mindoro in the Philippines, and Iwo
Jima in the Bolcano Islands. Air Groups operating from the
LEXINGTON have destroyed 372 enemy planes in the air and

475 on the ground, have sunk or destroyed 300,075 tons of
enemy shipping and damaged 568,320 tons, The ship's own

guns h.ve shot down 15 enemy planes and are entitled to
assists on 5 others, In addition, during the battle off the
Philippines on October 24 and 25, 1944 Air Group NINETEEN,
operating from the LEXINGTON, cooperated with other units in
sinking 3 enemy aircraft carriers and a NATORI class cruiser,

The first Captain of the LEXINGTON was Captain (now
Rear Admiral) Felix B, Stump, U.S., Navy, who brought her
to the Pacific and was in command during the ensuing strikes
against Wake Island, Mille, Kwajalein, Wotje, and Palau,
He was relieved on April 10, 1944 by Captain (now Rear
Admiral) Ernest W, Litch, U.S. Navy, under whom the LEXINGTON
operated against Hollandia, Truk, the Marianas, the Bonims,
Palau, the Philippines, Formosa, Indo China, Hong Kong and
Okinawa in the Nansei Shoto. Captain Litch was in turn
relieved on January 30, 1945 by the present Captain, Captain
Thomas H. Robbins, U,S, Navy, who commanded the ship during
her recent participation in the operations against Tokyo,
Amami Gunto in the Nansei Shoto, and in the direct support
missions at Iwo Jima. From March 1944 to the end of October
of that year the LEXINGTON served as flagship for Vice Admiral
Marc A, Mitscher, U,S. Navy.

Four Air Groups have had combat tours on the LEXINGTON,
A brief compilation of their records is as follows: Air Group
16 had a total of 2,794 combat sorties in which they destroy=-

‘ ed 150 aircraft in the air and 81 on the ground, sank or
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S=E~-C-R-E-T

18 Sept. 1943
5=6 Oct. 1943
19-24 Nov. 1943
L Dec. 1943

18 March 1944
30 March 1944
31 March 1944
21-26 Apr. 194/
29-30 Apr. 1944
11-19 June 1944
19=-20 June 1944
5 July 1944
18-21 July 1944
25=27 July 1944
L=5 Aug. 1944
6-8 Sept. 1944
9-10 Sept. 1944
21-22 Sept. 1944
23=2l, Sept. 1944
10 Oct. 1944
12=14 Oct. 1944

21 Oet. 1944
2L=25 Oct. 1944

5-6 November 1944

14-15 Dec. 1944

3=4 Jan. 1945
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LEXTNGTON

TYPE OF OPERATIONS

Strike
Strike
Strike
Support
Strike

Strike
Strike
Strike

Strike
Support
Strike

Strike
Support
Engagement

Strike
Strike
support
Strike

Strike

Strike
Support
Strike
Strike
Strike
Strike

Strike
Strike
Strike
Engagement

Strike

Strike
Support
Strike

® \

TARGET

e

TARAWA

WAKE ISLAND

MILLE

Occupation of GILBFRTS
KWAJALEIN, VOTJE

MILLE
PALAU IS.
PALAU IS.

HOLLANDIA
HOLLANDIA LANDING
TRUK

SATPAN, GUAM, TINTAN
SATPAN LANDING

JAP FLEFT (First battle of
the Philinpine Sea)

GUAM, (AGANA A/F)
GUAM

GUAM LANDING
PALAU

BONTINS

PALAU IS.

PELELTU LANDING

MINDANAO IS.

VISAYAN IS. (CERU)
LUZON, MANTLA

VISAYAN, CORON BAY, CEBU

OKINAWA

FORMOSA

VISAYAN

JAP FLEFT (Second battle of the
Philipnine Sea also called
"Battle for Leyte Gulf")

LUZON
LUZON

MINDORO LANDING
FORMOSA

f
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S-E-G-R-E-T
6=7 Jan. 1945 Strike LUZON

9 Jan. 1945 Strike LUZON

12 Jan. 1945 Strike CAMEANH BAY, INDO CHINA

15 Jan. 1945 Strike FORMOSA

16 Jan. 1945 Strike HONG KONG

21 Jan. 1945 Strike FOR*0SA

22 Jan. 1945 Strike OK INAWA

16-17 Feb. 1945 Strike TOKYO AREA

19,21~-22 Feb. 1945 Supnort TWO JIMA LANDING

25 Feb. 1945 Strike TOKYO ARFA

1 March 1945 Strike AMAMI GUNTO (NANSEI SHOTO)

L, days of fleet engagements

73 days of strike or support

32 days in action or 1 day in action out of every 6% during
18 months.
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STATISTICS CONCEENING U.S.S. LEXINGTON (CV16) )

(As of March 7, 1945 - date of departure from Ulithi, homeward bound).

Ship's Companvy:

Officers Enlisted Men Total

Number of "Plank Owners", 29 570 598
Number of others on board

more than 18 months. 7 558 567
Number of others on board

more than 12 months, 15 398 914
Number on board less than

12 months. 106 400 502
Total number on board. 157 Eﬁﬁg 2587
Number by Departments:

Administration, 5 - 5
Gunnery. 29 541 570
Engineering. 23 163 L86
Medical 8 3, L2
Communications. 13 102 115
Navigation. L 70 7L
Hull, 9 205 214
Supply. 16 216 262
Air. 80 6 815
Total. 157 21,26 2583

Air Combat Statistics: (commissioning (17 Feb.'3) to 7 March 1945).

Aircraft shot down by ship 15 plus 5 assists,
A ir Group Totals:
Combat sorties. 472
Aircraft shot down in air. 372
Airceraft destroyed on ground. L75
Shipping sunk or destroyed. 300,075 tons
Shipping damaged 568,320 tons
Planes lost in combat. 95
Planes lost operationally . 129 (of which 49 were jettisoned)
Bombs dropped. 2335 tons
Rockets fired. 2542
Torpedoes launched. 88
Aerizl mines expended 35
Ammunition fired by planes:
0 cal. 1,923,023 rounds
30 cal. 218,212 rounds
20 mm 90, 5L3

Medical Department Statistics: (Commissioning (17 Feb.'.3) to March 7,1945).

Cppanddiy C.

Number of Patients. 2,858
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Medical Department Statistics: (Cont'ad)

—— e WS TR RS W e A B = Em e me -

Total number of sick days

Killed in action (Ship's company)
Wounded in action (ship's company)
Number of pints of plasma used.

Statistics concerning the Shinp

— e A WS P T e e S e e S—

Number of deck levels

Number of water tight doors
Number of water tight hatches
Fuel oil capacity.

Fresh water produced daily

Navigation and Engineering Statistics:

Total miles steamed

Fuel consumed

Water distilled

Nunber of days underwey
Passage across Inter. Date line
Passage across Eguator

Air Dept. Statistics.

Number of planes landed aboard.
Avietion gasoline consumed(gallons)

Supply Department Statistics

Meals served

Meat consumed

Coffee consumed

Rags used for cleaning

Gunnery Statistics:

Ammunition expended in action:
5ﬂ/33
LO mm
20 mm

Ammunition expended in training:
51/38

40 mm

20 mm

Total tons of ammunition brought on board:

1,920, 529

12,299
82

516
200

17
L34
189
gallons
92,000

Total (from commissioning One Year

(Feb.17'43)_to 7 March'h5 3/7/LL to 3/7/L5

152,805 100, 250
673,260 43k,951
42,070,300 gals 29,021,400 gals.,
370
7 times
22 tinmes
18,988 12,966
4,334,110 3,028,911
3,729,182 2,732,148
2,055,272 1bs, 1,325,926 1bs.
523,000 gals 316,800 gals.
166,200 1bs. 914,300 1bs,
5390 526
22,083 18,027
32,083 30,701
3,100 1,321
52,087 30, 319
160,806 89,201

7,743 tons.
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1l April 1945 through 30 June 1945
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L June
5 June
6 June
9 June

. 7, Puget Sound Navy Yard,
IIJMUALOH, i nku xton.

ef't drydock and moored portside to pier
#6, Puget Sound Navy Yard.

Navy Yard availability period concluded.

Underway from Navy Yard. Ingaged in trial
run. Anchored north of Blake Island.

aged 1n high speed trial run.

Reentered Navy Yard.
Underway from Navy Yard. ZHZngaged in official
full power trial run. (Developed 150,000 H.P.
speed 31,75 knots, 265 r.p.m.). Anchored

i

southeast of Blake Island, East Passage.

Readiness for sea period concluded. Under-
way for Alameda, California.

Arrived Alameda aval Air Stetion, mooring
starboard side to north siae of pler <.

Underway for Pearl Harbor.

Arrived Pearl Harbor, mooring portside to
berth Fox 13, Ford Island.

ieported for temporary operational control
to ComCarDiv 11, Air Group 94 (CAG -
Commander Stevan liandarich USN) officially
reported aboard.

Underway for training eier01ses and tests
in accordance with Operation Plan CV10

No. 1l=45, dated 5 June. Planes of Alr Group
94 flown aboard. Total of 94 planes aboard:
32 F6F, 32 FLU, 15 SB2C and 15 TBM.

Air Group 94 temporarily replaced on board -
by Air Group 2. '
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10 June ' Air Group 2 having completed training
exercises on uﬂird replaced by Air Group
GL4. Landing JEO,JJJ mede on board by
Lt. (jg) Richard C. Posterick, USNR of VF=-9),
in FoOF,

11 June sntered Pearl Hdrnor, mooring portside to
berth Fox 9, Ford Island.
13 June Underway f arl Harbor in accordance

ComCarDiv 11, operation Order 1l-45, dated

Q9 June.

20 June Strike on ./ake Island.
26 June Entered Leyte Gulf and anchored in berth 67,

San Pedro Bay, ;;"te, Philippines Islands.

Reported to CIF 38 and CTG 38.1 for duty
in Third Fleet.

28 June Rear Admiral T.L. Sprague, USN (CTG 38.1 and
ComCarDiv 3) shifted his 11¢g to this ship,
UhluL aboard temporarily with Chief of Staff
and six officers.

29 June Rear Admiral Sprague left this ship and

shifted flag to USS Bennington.,
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PART II - NARRATIVE (Con't)
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commanding Officer reported for duty in tae Third Fleet.

n thereupon became a unit of TG 38.1 (CTG 38.1 -
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Fleet (Com 3rd Fleet - Admiral W.F. Halsey, USN).
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2. U.3.5. Lexington conf. despatch 220001 (May) "reporting
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yLL UWCGLLO0Ils O Llke date, Qll eCl1lng volnmandling villicer TO procee

1rom :;.li_.L."ll'.EL;nil LO rearl. naroor,

L., ComAirPac secret despatch 030250 (May) ordering CAG 94 to

—

report to Lexington for duty on 5 June and to embark alr group

5. ComAirPac conf. des.atch 050330 (June) directing Lexington

to report to ComCarDiv 1l for temporary operational control

during period 6-11 June,

6. U.5.S. Lexington conf. despatch 050935 (June) reporting

for duty to ComCerliv 1l.
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. UsSsd. Lexington secret serial 009, dated > June, constituting
operation Plan CV1o No., l-45 and setting forth Task Organ-
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L.zation of TG 19.5 and exercises to be conducted. {ﬂ“ytdln

9, CinCPac Pearl secret despatch 060045 (June) constituting

10, ComCarDiv 11 secret serial 006, dated 9 June, constituting
comCarDiv 11l's Operctional Order 1-45, derived from CinCPac
E} above :l

11. U.S.5. Lexington secret despatch 2060441 (June) reporting

to CTF 38 and CTG 38,1 for duty in Third Fleet, pursuant
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Commander Warren 5. Oliver (SC) USH =
T = —_ - QP - I T ey = & ¥ 5 = S 1
Letter of LVommenaatlion from Ginclant wlith
right to wear comm@ndation ribbon for

services prior to reporting aboard this
ship.

Lieut. (jg) Jesse A. Reiser (HC) USN -
Letter of Commendation of Commander

lhird Fleet with right to wear Comn-
endation ribbon for a highly commendable
performance of duty during and after

an attack upon this ship in November 1944,

APPENDIX (A)




)
I — i
|
: .
' |
= i iy ol . v | mys
B TR | fameyd i = +|—— — e ,:m_j i
WORE [SUMN apeghs | g  EE— T |sog/is . C
:f m‘_‘ﬁ’/ ¥ ,i' . |
| N
|
|
P O s |
Wy L ; | ]
| o2 |
; _ WAKE ISLAND |
| i | I .
| S 1
| ot -~
| - | | l
| { - - - I
[ marewaLt = _FJLA.HDE O#42- Catgpillads luncidy CA7* 1, SHASP VS, | -
: i, 2 ‘M*i | _]l
B OFY -Cafpulier = launchecd | Subagp ¥2, TC *2, | | :
L . “Rrife ¥2. ' -
S e 0728 Linkd CAP™ SAEP?] Stride?1, o ¢ o300 I
Baage #f - |
: ;:? kg, - M*M"' Swsees 3, .E'rq‘é-'i L— !4
) x U - Leaindlod Suubeaa®By T8 "2, w Strite *2 ! I
i~ F 1243 - Cotapulted w lacunchall Subesp * 4,087 4, | i
T4, w Strfa®% USS.LEXNGTON K
20 Lancts SIS o £ 'm,, - ) TRACK CHART f
- HING DAY i
20 AMNE 145 |:
&8 -1 [
L

|
I 1T T T T T 1—1_1—"':—'1—"].'_'1' T—37 = l . ——— '.I".I ' —— — r
ol ' ies* »’ 16r° %




o v

"

FF12-5/A12

'.'-TI{-lS-sib UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET
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001917
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT to:
CO, USS LEXINGTON ltr
A12-1/CV16, Ser 0012

dated 14 July 1945
From: Commander Air Forr‘ﬂ, Pacific Fleet,
70 8 Office of Chief of Naval Operations, Aviation
Hi Jtmﬂ Unit C_...--J_;-J-E;.
Vias Commander in Chief, U,S. Pacific Fleet,
Subject Unit History - Forwarding quarterly installment of,
Le Forwarded.

', N. GILREATH,
By directien.
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FILE NO. L i
CV16/A12-1 (095/g1) y
Serial: VK45 U.S. S. LEXINGTON
c¢c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California |
“ m ) 1 ¢
nM]rgnF" /)

i
i

C OB FIDENTIAL

From: Commanding Officer,
To: The Secretary of the Navy,
Subject: Unit History, forwarding of,
Reference: (a) Aviation Circular ltr. No. T4=44, Op=33=J-JEJ,
Serial 356533 of 25 July 1944.
(b) Manual for Historical Officers, Navier 00-25Q-26,
(¢c) Cinecpac-Cincpoa Adv, despatch 142240 (Sept.)
(Alpac 202),
Enclosure: (A) History of USS LEXINGION (CV-16) from 1 July through
15 Septamber 1945,
1, In accordance with reference (c), Enclosure (A) is forwarded
herewith.
L‘Lt DR RV s
il}}"\\ ANV “\

THOMAS H, ROBEINS, JR.

copy: Cincpac, Pearl




Confidential

U. S. S. LEXINGTON

SHIP’S HISTORY

1 July - 15 September 1945

The final chapter
of the war

CV-16




USS LEXINGTON (CV-16)
Commanding Officer - Captain Thomas H. Robbins, Jr., U.S.N.
SHIP'S HISTORY
1 July = 15 September 1945
Part I -~ Chronology

Part II - Narrative and Documentation

Part III - Appendix

Dates are East longitude calendar days. Times
are expressed in Ttem (=9 zone) time,
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PART 1 - CHRONOLOGY f
1 July Sortie from Leyte Gulf as a unit of T, G, 38,1, :
2 *° Training en route to target area,
- R ; L. vy "%
ko " e A V. . ",
2 ; S ) 7 s
6 " e i SR e
T3 (A x '* J i " e
8 ‘ o 4 s N L
g . oo k. 50 Il
10 © "D" Day = airfields north of Tokyo,
L . En route to Hokkaido,
A Fueling.,
I Scheduled as "X" Day - Hokkaido, no air operations due weather,
1, " "X" Day - Hokkaido,
15 .t "X # 1" Day - Hokkaido,
16 ¢ Fueling,
N Scheduled as "X #£3" Day - Tokyo area, air operations incomplete.
18 "X # 3" Day - Tokyo area,
14 TS En route to replenishment group,
20 " Fueling.
ol Rearming,
22 " Reprovisioning.,
23 N En route to target area,
2 "A" Day - Nagoya area and Kure.,
‘ < ® "B" Day - Nagoya area and Kure,

) o,
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PART I - CHRONOLOGY (Continued)

26 July Fueling and rearming. ,
-y Maintaining fueling course. #
28 " "CH Day - Nagoya area and Kure, |
29 = Steaming northward,
% "D Day - Nagoya area,
3 NS Rearming.
1 Auvgust Fueling south of Honshu and withdrawal.
2 " Preparedness for typhoon,
3 " Cont.inued fueling south of Honshu,
A " En route to northern Honshu.
5. " En route to northern Honshu.
6 " En route to northern Honshu.,
/ " Fueling off northern Honshu.
8 N Scheduled operations against Hokkaido cancelled due weather.
9 " ng £ 1 Day = northern Honshu,
10 "G £ 2" Day - northern Honshu,
L oY Standing by to eastward to avoid typhoon,
i N En route to Tokyo area,
4831 . "F" Day - Tokyo area,
Alkes = R Fueling.
15 N Repetition of "F" Day - Tokyo area., Hostilities ceased.
16 A Retiring from Tokyo area.
R (o Fueling.
15 Standing by. Vice Admiral SHERMAN, ComFirstCar Task Force, Pac,
broke flag, making LEXINGTON his flagship,
18 4% Standing by. ﬁ




' PART I - CHRONOLOGY (Continued)

20 August Standing by. Vice Admiral Sheman transferred to WASP,.

gl o Standing by. Rearming,

22 1" Standing by. Fueling,

& 3 Standing by. Fueling,

o " En route to northern Honshu.

25 A Patrols and POW supply drops - northern Honshu,

26 ™ Patrols - Hokkaido,

of N Patrols and POW supply drops - northern Honshu,

2B " Reprovisioning,

230 8 Patrols and PON supply drops = Tokyo.

3 " Patrols and PO{ supply drops = Tokyo, Detached from T.G, 38.1.
2% M Reported for duty to C.T.G. 38,3 south of Honshu, Vice Admiral

Sherman broke his flag on board,

1 Sept, Patrols - Nagoya - Hamamatsu area,
2 J Patrols - Nagoya - Hamamatsu area, Japanese surrender signed,
3 ) Patrols = Nagoya - Hamamatsu area,

L I Detached from T.G. 38,3,
5 L Entered Tokyo Bay and anchored for first time since 1 July., Vice

Admiral Sherman laft the ship,

o™

r Departed Tokyo Bay to join T.G, 38.2.

7 U Reported for duty to C.T.G. 38,2 east of Honshu,
8 " Patrols and POW supply drops - northern Honshu,
9 " Fueling and provisioning.
19 " Arrived Tokyo Bay.

‘ n At anchor Tokyo Bay.
i b R At anchor Tokyo Bay.




PART I - CHRONOLOGY (Continued)

13 Sept. At anchor Tokyo Bay.,
15 " At anchor Tokyo Bay.
15 4 Departed Tokyo Bay to continue patrols,




PART 1I - NARRATIVE

On 1 July 1945 the LEXINGTON departed San Pedro Bay, Leyte,
Philippine Islands, as a unit of Task Group 38.1 (C.T.G. 38.1, Rear Admiral
T. L, SPRAGUE, USN, ComCarDiv 3, in BENNINGTON), one of the three task groups
comprising Task Force 38, At that time we could not know that when next the
LEXTNGTON dropped anchor it would be in Tokyo Bay, three days after the
surrender of Japan,

Throughout the period covered in this installment of the ship's
history the air group on board was Air Group 94 (C.A.G. - Commander Stevan
MANDARICH, USN)., The Group consisted of four squadrons with 2 normal complement
of 31 F6F=~5, 4 F6F=5(N), 2 F6F=5(P), 36 FLU=-L, 15 SB2C=-AE and 15 TBM=3E,

The Task Force moved northward for an operation against the main
Japanese islands., The first nine days were used in intensive training en route
to the target. On the tenth of July the Task Force struck the Tokyo area,

Task Group 38,1 was given responsibility for an area to the north of the city
and the LEXINGTON was assigned as her specific targets seven fields, the most
southerly being 60 miles north of Tokyo.

In certain respects this day set the pattern for the weeks to come.
The primary mission was and continued to be the destruction of Japanese planes
in the air and on the ground. On this day as on all succeeding days the Japanese
refused to take to the air to protect the homeland, Although on ensuing days
half-hearted attacks against units of the Task Force were made by enemy planes,
individually and in small groups, no air borne opposition was at any time en-
countered by our planes and no enemy planes ever approached so near the ship
as to cause any of the ship's guns to open fire, Use of the V=T fuse to explode

bombs in the air over grounded aircraft made estimate of damage difficult but

the total for the opening day of the operation was believed to be 6 planes
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destroyed, 13 probably destroyed and 21 damaged, It was evident that the
Japanese had taken extensive precautions for the wide dispersal and careful
concealment of their planes, During the following weeks effective attacks
were made only when study of photographs enabled our pllots to concentrate

on good planes and to leave alone the more obviously plaged duds and dummies,
The technicue of destroying grounded planes involved low-level flying over
areas well protected with AA fire and was an important cause of the Air Group's
casualties during the operation: 10 pilots and 4 aircrewmen listed as killed
or missing in action, Another factor which had to be reckoned with throughout
the operation was the weather, Low lying clouds and fog frequently blanketed
target areas, particularly in the north, and necessitated repeated changes of
plans,

The second strike day of the operation was 14 July with the island
of Hokkaido as the target area, Bad weather prevented our planes from reaching
the assigned airfields on the north coast but they found numerous industrial
targets of opportunity to the south and east, particularly in the vicinity of
Kushiro, Planes from the LEXINGTON, on combat air patrol and photographic
missions, covered the battleship and cruiser baubardment of the Imperial Iron
Works at Kamaishi, first surface bombardment of the war against the main
Japanese islands,

On 15 July Hokkaido was again the target area, On 16 July the
British Task Force 37, under command of Vice Admirzl Rawlings, joined Task
Force 38 and hegan operations much as if it were a fourth Task Group. After
fueling, Task Group 38,1 moved south and on the 17th and 18th again struck air
fields north of Tokyo, also engaging on the 18th in a large scale attack on

the battleship NAGATO at the Yokosuka Neval Base, an attack which damaged
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but did not sink the vessel, This day's strikes concluded the first phase
of the operation, and the Task Force withdrew for several days of rest and
replenishment.,

The attack was resumed on 24 July, For the strikes on that day
the force had moved to the northwest and from a position south of Kobe, some
130 miles of f the island of Honshu, four strikes were launched against
Hamamatsu and five other fields assigned to the IEXINGTON, No Jap airborne
opposition was encountered during the day. Two planes were destroyed and eight
damaged on the ground, More effective were the two strikes against remnants
of the Japanese fleet at Kure where three hits were scored on the CV KATSURAGI,
two hits on the BB - XCV ISE, seven hits on the CA AOBA, two hits on the CL
OYODO, and two hits on the unfinished CV ASO, South of Kure a 5200-ton tanker
was sunk and a small merchant ship left in a sinking condition,

Efforts on the following day, 25 July, were largely abortive, due
to weather, but on 28 July Air Group 94 enjoyed its most successful day to
date., Effective attacks were made against Jap planes at Oi, Mikatagahara,
Hamamatsu and other airfields southeast of Nagoya, Only two planes were seen
to burn but on the basis of repeated low level strafing the day's total was
claimed to be 41 planes destroyed, 16 probably destroyed and 26 planes and
2 gliders damaged, Two strikes went back to Kure to finish the dameged ISE
and AOBA, Hits were scored on both ships, which were last seen badly battered
with the ISE in flames, the AOBA awash at the stern, and both resting on the
bott.om,

On 30 July effective attacks were made against planes concealed
in the vicinity of the fields southeast of Nagoya which had been targets for

Air Group 94 on three previous days., At dusk on this day the Task Force retired
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for another period of replenishment. A scheduled strike against Kyushu

- — g, © Y, —

was called off and the LEXINGTON was moving northward, some 300 miles off
Honshu, as the world was rocked by news of the destruction of Hiroshima

by the atomic bomb, The Task Force continued northward and on the 9th and
10th of August, as Japan fumbled with the preliminaries of her surrender,
Air Group 94 launched attacks against airfields and shipping in the northern
neck of Honshu, finding many planes which burned easily at Jimmachi, west

of Sendai, and at the nearby field of Yamagata, and destroying merchant and
naval vessels on both the east and west coasts,

Following retirement on the evening of the 10th the next two days
were occupied only with normal air patrols and the fueling of destroyers,
Returning to the attack on 13 August, Air Group 94 was sent against the Tokyo-
Shibura Electric Company #1 (Target 496) at Kawasaki, Haza and low clouds in
the Tokyo area prevented most of the planes from reaching the target where
results were unobserved, Alternative industrial targets were hit and other
strikes of the day made a good scors in strafing and bambing planes dispersed
around Nasuno and other fields in the valleys north of Tokyo, As was true
throughout the operation, our strikes met no opposition in the air but in the
vicinity of the force our combat air patrol splashed an itinerant Jill, first
and only airborne victim of Air Group 94.

After fueling on the lith the Task Group returned to hit the
Tokyo area again on the 15th, The first strike bombed installations at
Hyakurigahara, but before the succeeding strike could reach the assigned
targets it was recalled, orders having been received to suspend all further
air operations in view of the Japanese agreement to surrender, Although for

the next day or two occasional Japanese planes were reported near the force,
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* none approached this ship and none was seen by planes of Air Group 94.
A table of statistics showing the losses suffered by Air Group 94 and the
damage to enemy planes inflicted by the Air Group is enclosed as Appendix (D)
to this installment of the ship's history.

The termination of hostilities naturally brought about a respite
from the steady pounding of the preceding weeks., After fueling destroyers
and engaging in gunnery exercises on the 16th and 17th the Task Force rendezvoused
with the replenishment group at dawn on the 18th and for the following week,
in an area 200 miles southeast of Honshu, contented itself with replenishment,
routine patrols over the force, anti-ailrcraft gunnery training, and exerclses
in which the Task Groups drew together and the full strength of American and
British ships were maneuvered as a unit,

A landing force party consisting of marines and a bluejacket
detachment was organized for possible use in the initial occupation of Tokyo
Bay and the Yokosuka Naval Base, for which purpose Task Group 38.1 had been
called upon to make thres battalions available to Commander Tokyo Bay Emer-
gency Naval Occupation Force (Commander Task Group 31)., Daily shipboard traine
ing was conducted and on 19 August the Marine Detachment was transferred to
the USS GARRARD (APA), subsequently going ashore at Yokosuka on the 30th of
August, The bluejacket detachment remained in readiness and continued daily
drills, but was never called upon to leave the ship.

The LEXINGTON's commission pennant was hauled down at noon on 18
August when Vice Admiral Frederick C. SHERMAN, USN, Commander First Carrier
Task Force, Pacific, came aboard and broke his personal flag, making the
IEXINGTON his flag ship until his departure to the WASP on 20 August.

The period of marking time terminsted on 25 August when the

-0 -




LEXINGTON moved to within approximately 100 miles of the coast of Honshu

and began a series of patrol missions designed to precede and accompany the
initial occupation landings to be made in the Tokyo area, Our planes were
directed to patrol coastal waters and airfields, to fly over populated centers,
to locate prisoner-of-war camps and to be constantly on the alert for any
indication of treachery on the part of the Japanese, The area of respon=
sibility assigned to the LEXINGTON covered the northern neck of Honshu between
37N and 38N, The initial patrols of the day reported no opposition of any
kind, At all airfields the only planes seen were dressed in lines on the
aprons or nearby open spaces, Five prisoner-of-war camps were located, each
marked with large letters "PW" and identified by hundreds of enthusiastic
white men, Further patrols were cancelled but two special supply dropping
missions were hastily organized and a total of 19 bags containing "K" rations
and other supplies were dropped, three or more bags reaching the prisoners

at each of the five camps,

Similar patrols in Hokkaido on 26 August encountered the familiar
bad weather and were unable to locate prisoner-of-war camps. On the 27th the
IEXINGTON returned to the area in Honshu which had been coverzsd on the 25th
and dropped supplies to prisoners at three camps. Our CAP planes spotted a
Japanese submarine on the surface flying the black flag of surrender, Report
was made and a prize crew from the Task Group went aboard and raised the
American flag, Two VFN, launched as an escort for a second Jap submarine
sighted during the day, made the first scheduled night landings by Air Group 94.

For operations on the 29th and 30th of August, Task Group 38.l
relieved Task Group 38,4 in the Tokyo area, The IEXINGTON was given respon=-

sibility for an area which included the city of Tokyo, the waters of Tokyo Bay
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and Sagami Wan, the Kawasaki water front and the Chiba Peninsula, The
missions assigned were combat air patrols incident to the movements of

allied occupation forces into the Tokyo area and flights to locate and drop
supplies to prisoner-of-war camps, LEXINGTON planes were flown overhead

as General MACARTHUR landed on Atsugi airfield and as the first of our occu-
pation forces made their way ashore in the vicinity of Yokosuka,: On both days
supplies were dropped to prisoners in numerous camps of the area, After 61
days of continuous operations as a unit of Task Group 38,1 the LEXINGTON was
detached from that group at 1800 and left on a southwesterly course to join
Task Group 38.3.

On 31 August the LEXINGTON, with DD's MURRAY and MCKEE as escorts,
moved to the southwest to join T.G, 38,3 at a fueling rendezvous south of
central Honshu, The three vessels were under C.T.U. 38,1.13, Captain ROBBINS,
in LEXINGTON, Prior to first light the Task Unit passed within 16 miles of
Honshu, closer than the LEXINGTON had ever approached to the main Japanese
islands., No part of Honshu was seen but shortly after daybreak the ships
passed between the two islands of Nii Shima and Miyake Shima, first land
sighted by the LEXINGTON since leaving Leyte Gulf 1 July. This also was the
first sight of a large American carrier for the population of the Japanese
homeland, At 0935 the LEXINGTON landed 1 VI from the WASP with Vice Admiral
Frederick C. SHERMAN, USN, Commander First Carrier Task Force, Pacific, who
thereupon shifted his flag from the WASP to the LEXINGTON, Shortly thereafter
T.G. 38,3 appeared on the radar screen and at 1145 the LEXINGION reported to
Rear Admiral G. F., BOGAN (ComCarDiv 4), for duty in Task Group 38,3,

The LEXINGTON's operations as a unit of Task Group 38,3 waré of

short duration, Patrols and prisoner-of-war supply dropping missions were
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flown on the first three days of September, the LEXINGTON's area of
responsibility including the city of Nagoys and airfields to the southeast
of that city., As had been the case in the other areas over which Air Group
94 planes had flown since the cessation of hostilities, Japanese planes were
exposed in orderly lines at all airfields, no enemy planes were in the air and
no evidence was seen of any hostile action.

On the 4th of September the LEXINGTON was detached from Task
Group 38,3, and on the afterncon of the fifth set a precedent for CV's by
entering Tokyo Bay. The crew was at quarters for muster as she left Sagami
Wan, rounded Kannon Saki light, passed to port the towering crames of Yokosuka
Naval Base and the cluttered pagoda bridge of the still floating NAGATO and to
starboard the more familiar battleships and cruisers of the Third Fleet, Off
the water front of Yokohama she dropped anchor, halting the restless movement
which had never ceased since quitting Leyte Gulf 67 days earlier and bringing
to the most appropriate conclusion her fighting history begun off the beaches
of Tarawa two years before,

Vice Admirzl SHERMAN and staff disembarked as did Commander
P. P. BARRICK, U.S.N.R. who had been relieved as ship's Air Officer by Commander
R. E. STIELER, U,S,N, After embarking the Marine Detachment which had been on
the beach since 30 August the LEXINGTON departed Tokyo Bay on the afternoon of
the 6th and on the following morning rejoined Rear Admirai T. L. SPRAGUE's
Task Group, By a reorganization of the carrier task force effective on 5
September, this Task Group (previously T.G, 38,1) had become Task Group 38,2,
one of two task groups comprising the new Task Force 38, For two days the
Task Group flew patrols and prisoner-of-war supply missions over northern ‘

Honshu, then headed for Tokyo Bay, entering on the 10th of September for a
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;_ period of rest and replenishment which continued until the Task Group left
on the 15th to resume the duty of patrolling in the waters off Honshu., The
LEXINGTON, in common with other ships, took advantage of the period in Tokyo
ay to effect an exchange of personnel, sending to one of the ships scheduled
for an early return to the United States well over a hundred enlisted personnel

whose high point rating entitled them to immediate discharge.

DOCUMENTATION

Documentation for the foregoing consists of the following operation
plans, operation orders and controlling despatches, all as from time to time
amended and supplemented:

Commander SECCND Carrier Task Force, Pacific, and Commander

Task Force 38, Top Secret Operation Order 2-45, serial 00037,

dated 25 June, covering operations 1 July through 19 July.

Commander SECOND Carrier Task Force, Pacific, and Commander

Task Force 38, Top Secret Operation Order 3-45, serial 00042,

dated 20 July, covering operations 20 July through cessation

of hoegtilities 15 August.

Commander Task Group 38.1, Top Secret Operation Plan 1-45, serial

00019, dated 28 June, covering operations 1 July through 4

September,

Commander THIRD Fleet Secret Despatch 160531 (August) providing

for patrols which continued through 8 September.

Commander THIRD Fleet Secret Despatch 220425 (August), consti-

tuting Operation Order 10-45 for support of occupation landings
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in Tokyo-Sagami Wan area, (Note: Although dated 22 August
this despatch was evidently prepared previous thereto as it
is referred to in, and constituted basis of, C.T.F., 38's
Secret Despatch 200230 (August)).

Commander Task Force 38's Secret Despatch 200230 (August)
providing for support of occupation landings in Tokyo-Sagami
Wan area,

Commander THIRD Fleet's Secret Despatch 212327 (August) cone
stituting reorganization of THIRD Fleet and directives for
landings in Tokyo Bay area,

Commander Task Group 38.3's Top Secret Operation Order 4-45
dated 21 August providing for patrols,

Commander Task Force 38's Secret Despatch 290652 (August)
directing LEXINGTON to report for duty in Task Group 38.3,
Commander THIRD Fleet's Secret Despatch 030201 (September)
directing Commander FIRST Carrier Task Force, Pacific (Vice
Admiral SHERMAN), in LEXINGTON, to proceed on 5 September to
Tokyo Bay.

Comnander THIRD Fleet!s Secret Despatch 030759 (September) re-
organizing Task Force 38, effective 5 September, and assigning
LEXINGTON to Task Group 38.2.

Commander Task Force 38'!'s Secret Despatch 040454 (September)
providing for continuation of patrols,

Commander Task Group 38,2's Secret Despatch 041308 (September)

constituting ComCarDiv 3 and ComTask Group 38.2's Operation
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Plan 2-45 setting out organization of Task Group and pro- !
viding for continuation of patrols,

Commander THIRD Fleet's Secret Despateh 070741 (September)
directing Task Group 38,2 to depart operating area 9 September
and proceed to Tokyo Bay,

Commander Task Group 38,1l's 1llustrated memoranda: Hunt 'em Out

and Bastille Baedeker,

)
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(A) Track charts 1 July - 2 September (day of Japanese :
surrender) .

(B) Awards presented on board.

(C) Plan of Day and Flight Schedule for 15 August (day
hostilities ceased).

(D) Damage inflicted and casualties suffered by Air Group 94.

(B) Photographs.,
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Awards presented on board to ship's company during period
1l July = 15 September.

On 9 September:

Comdr, L. A, MARBET, USNR - Bronze Star Medal

HOVEY, H. H., PhM3c, USNR - Silver Star Medal

Lt, Comdr, J, 1, ELSON, USNR - Third Fleet Commend. Ribbon
It. A. J. BLOCK, USN - B " " "
Lt. C. B. ROBINSCN, USNR i " : " "
It. E. T. COPE, USNR - " " "
EHRMIN, S. V., HAlc, USNR Sl z " "
HOBBS, P. G., Slc, USN gk " ! "
STOUGHI'ON, V. B,, AM3c, USNR - " p "
SMITH, T. E., AM3ec, USNR - " " " "
PETERS, W, D., SM3c, USNR - A " I "
KEENAN, J. T., GM3c¢, USNR . " " "
MALONE, ‘D, A., SF2¢, USNR - i o " i
KORZENIECKI, S. F., SM2c, USNR S " ! l
It, K. L. JOHNSON, USNR - Purple Heart

APPENDIX (B) !




FLIGHT SCHEDULE

D 1946 15 August 1945

IISION: V=l 0140 - Early reveille for Air Department,
ION:  2nd 0203 - Reveille for sll hands,
0200 = Early Lreakfast for Air Department in crews mess,
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AL PET- RN, | L T AYTRET L NeAD | . [ f{!| .
0200 - Early breakfast for ,ir Departrent in Crew's less, 15 - LAUNCH. DCAP 11 L VFN L VEF [ /@rged : Fhrechya
a Zarl}y . st for Jir Departaer s e gt ; b
0203 = (1) Reveille for all hands. '.'i"f -:Er-:L' 1 E’HP 1 H1L ; f{.ﬁmm._?n FouJT

(2) Ooven all washrooms. ADLE | 1 VFP 11 VP %

E m .A-‘

(3) Div. Petty Officers rnust melke corplete reveille anxl deck eclear report., TC fram prs
0215 = Early breakfast for .ir Depart:ient Officors and 3C pilots in rdrooi. lex leader (L\, GUINN VF)
0223 = Brealdfast for all hands in Crov's .ess. . : — g

rdroom for ell Offi 0515 - LAUYGH SUBCAP 72 & VI L DERTPEE DS

G?ﬁ:ﬁ - r}. l.“."ali‘j '-'i:"".';- 1:‘. Ardroom o] ELL [Iicers. HLF { 3
; I:; I:L.{Lla_- ,l'."2 l‘ 1|'rBF 15 FJ. l "-'r :‘. : .
= T “ a #_]

0300 - Fligh 5
C353 - Gener g, All hands cerrr flash pear, 7as masks and helmets, ? i TC fron H.NCOCK
5 : ] : 5 & A CE - IT5 Wenpcaren Lex Leader (Lt. Cdr. MESTER VR) f(;._,,,..“{_;

= g o o
Fe aeps T = oy i ey | s | ¥
- 3 A Leile LAFS. car 1.l .. ]_'.. LIl SLeCSVES .,
: -‘—--——-- —

1if
OL415.= First launch. = S % ;
CL453 = Sunrise. Beo preparcd to top off destroyers, 9L = LAUNGE (?:KEL i3 € VF “4LTVIF! “""f"ﬂ J"’ﬂm}f&
0800 -~ 09CC - Sceond msal for below deck personncl. AT i€ fron y P
o : ; TR Lex leader (Lt, MELHUSE [VE) " <
finy g

s
FTRTa 11 r Teh PP e, Mt . St S | = = i Al e 4+ 1 . ki
'Di_.:'..-'-... - 4_1_-_"- = SCCOIG ica.l 10T L0 S 1LA0 crsonneéel ncludine olllcers, 2 - (Et
08cc wstor on Stations Division officers shall sec that completc muster ol : Ut f-l'iﬁr..}__ -7}4‘“““ M Jlfc’h‘tﬂ""‘ D HH“’M
am 7 S ' g ‘ e B T WL . Fulilsd

= lusto
o] -rT
CAl VF
P

s,

is macde prior to remorting t wral (warters § ssary. Al .. -2 8
13 5 A T B i " Wl I VEF
iy [ L i L I H;l.lr A w T I ?'«1.

JAL( s MLE o ToA] NOLE i I YN
1100 = Buffet lunch in "ardroom for below deck officers only T SRl s A AL U-‘tmt v
r lix Receo 1 VBEF 1VB S e o
T
L
=

130C - 1400 = Third mecal for below deck personnel. ! p
% i T L s \BLE #1 1VFP 11 VP — {H ’?‘r‘-«-» a Kana.

130C - 1500 - T ) _ wcluding officers, Feeding >
S Ll £ T R R bvmnged * 2 r
- be cxtended if there are a large number of alerts., : S A 7 ou

it S o 9.5 ~ LAUNGH P RBLT il 12 VF :

tine i
1736 = epare b riicn ship. ST,
1818 - (About) Sunsct. Darlien ship. £y ron A o P =g
1918 -~ (Lbout) Sceurc fram Genoral (uarters, Lex leader (Lt dr, Mac GREG(R ?I":I
192C = Suppcr in Crew's liess and Dinner in /ardroom, cE . TN AIRE.T
7 a2 1955 = LAND SUBGAP ird L VF
) Y wliTe Lo GHARLIE #2 16 VBF 15 VT 13 VB - :
~on v [ \ " o ™
L.0.Ds UGLEAGAE J.0.0.1, Ay Tl v sy

Y - L Pt [ | re Tk [ - : 13-”1'“ "':"'I." .
1206 - The (42) Milidor -Gl RS A 1045 — CATAPULT  DSAP #3 4 VEN 4 VBF
g treate - Lec :
pgel =i lbeiShreator L T 1145 ~ LAUNGH SUBCAP 5 I, VBF

16-2C = Ens. Prier Lt, Larson e 7 i
| Lk SR CEH..:?LIE 5 L VF (AGC) 12 VBF 15VT 1 VB - Tan. ™

D=2l = Ens. Conovcr Lt. (jg) Van Dyke .
oo 1r“‘JJ;.j;2:~r ins. Bay i :*_"'J’_t{—., TC from LEX (OIR, MANDiRICH VF)
Lex leader (Lt, Cdr,ROCKWELL - VB) <+ CAnlizfz

00=04 = Lt.

0L-08 = Lt
el = 1155 -~ LAND RAFCAP 2 L VF

T TWVTADY Y MTAM A o= AT, 2

GJ..J.JFJ‘IL Fy! TG- Lads b AWV 44 ::l j...-a § i ok W hadied ® DCJ,'L‘- :::2 B vEF

BAKER #3 8 VF L VBF

1. MNew moss cooks vill muster

1

: , e , . . 1345 - LAUNCH SUBCAP {6 IA

2+ Today is" a strikc day, but if thcre is a change in plans or an oprortunity =1 " DCAP #4 L VF
5 ’ 2 r ¥ 3 . . e . i i

permits outfitting and training thc landing forcc partics will be coptinucd. The AKER #6 8 VF

. 1. b . . . -~ ; . \ el & fely

Maintcnance Section and the Communication Scetion must rceeive basiec training as Ca.ﬂ ted T fra

wcll as the liarinc dotachment and the Blucjackct Company (Company L, Sccond —_—
Battalion). The 279 officers and men scheduled as part of the Landing Forec must Lex lﬂadur (Lt, Cr, VALL VBF)
concentrate on their '.‘.":1:5.'.":;’ ard be well verscd in all of their dutics as well 5 LiND ARLE:

- A . . L1 5-~ LiN ABLE #4, 12 VF
as the uso of their cquipment. Dvery preocaution must be uscd to take goed carc

of cquipment, : 1515 - LAND DCAP i3 L VPN L VBF

: _ 1615 - LAND ~UBCAP #5 4 VBF
~ o vy L SH/RLIE # 4L VF (AGC) 12 VBF 15VT 14 VB

T dve LBROON, 1745 - LAND JLKER /6 8 W | VBF

1800 - LAND SUBCAP #6 4 VF
DCAP #ly L VF I VBF




TABLE OF STATISTICS
1 July - 15 September 1945

Damage inflicted by Air Group 94

Planes destroyed in the air 1
Planes probably destroyed in the air 0
Planes damaged in the air 0
Planes destroyed on the ground 190
Planes probably destroyed on the ground bl
Planes damaged on the ground 176

Naval shipping sunk, destroyed, or
damaged 1 BB, 1 CV, 2 BB=-XCV,

1 €A, 1 CL, 29D, 11E,

1 FF
Merchant shipping sunk, destroyed, or
damaged 27,000 G.T,
Damage to ground installations As listed in Action
Reports
Casualties suffered by Air Group 94
Pilots Aircrewmen
Killed or missing in action 10 4
Operational deaths 3 0

APPENDIX (D) '
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Nasuno Airfield
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Early morning photographs enable pilots to return
during day and burn out camouflaged planes.
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KURE 24-28 July

Hermaphrodite ISE Given Housewarming
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Hangar and Shop Installations Pounded at OI, 30 July




detachment leaving Lexington
Yokosuka with
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Prisoners anticipate return after first Lexington visit,
Niigata, 27 August, '
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Lexington fliers discover camp at Taira South,
Iwake Coal Mine District.




Air Group 94 pilots find Marine Major
""Pappy’’ Boyington among prisoners
at Omori. Boyington, ex- flying tiger
and leader of the famous ‘‘black sheep
squadron’’ had been reported missing
in action since February 1944,
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Kawasaki industrial area south of Tokyo was marked by jubilation,
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Lexington supply mission, Narumi, Southeastern Honshu,
3 September.
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