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WHAT IS TO FOLLOW is & chronicle of the movemznts of the
Navy's hospital ship U.S5.5., RELIEF during the period February
1943 - December 1945, During that tise, the RELIEF served as
hospital ship 1in the Pacific war areas.,

Three things prompted the writing of this history; the
request of the Navy Lepartment, the orders of the Commanding
Officer (Joseph C, Sever, Commander, USHR) and the desire of
the RELIEF!'S crew members for a factual record of their ship's
part in the war,

It is deemed unnedessary to establish 2 thesis for this
work, +hat it proves or demonstrates should be apparent as the
movements of the ship are sketched across the map of the Western
hemisphere,

The men who served aboard the RELISEF are proud of her record.
Sometines they loved hers; sometimes they hated her, They hated
the horror she led them through. hey respected her for the
mercy she represented, They rebelled at the regimentation she
forced upon themy they growled because Bhe kept them away from

!
home,

But the war 1s over now, and she has brourtht them through
it safely, And now they love her, for giving them a right to
citizenship in the government they foupght for. So many of them
grew up on her,

very attempt will be made bo keep this record down to a
bare statement of faet, To record the tii.ms when the routine
perations of the shlp epproacned boredom, the story will be
cut down to outline forr., There would be rnio profit in dragging
crew menbors tarcagn the dull amenths of waiting in words, when

Lhs
thicy have alrceady sweated thom out in fact,
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To the liavy Lopertment, here is what you asked for, To the
skipper, same to you. To the men vhio sailed the ship, here is
an audited account of wherc you have been. You can fill in the
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rest,




The story begins with the RELIEF in Boston Harbor.

Prior to Fcbruary, 1943, the ship had scrved the flcet
as its number one hospital ship. When thc war broke out she was
in Argcentia, Newfoundland., Before being sent to Boston, she
had lain in Casco Bay, kainc, almost forgotton, it seemed,
She acted as station hospital ship in Casco Zay for nine months
prior to the ti.ie she camc to Boston. Th: crew members swore

on a mound of coffee grounds. dJust prior to the time she
received orders for 3oston, the Admiral prescnt in Casco Bay
moved his flag aboard her while his own ship went into dock

for repairs. The {lag rcmained aboard for a few days only.,

In approximatcly the time it would takc for VWashington to get
word of the flag's shift to the hospital ship, a rcply came,
dirccting the flag to gect off at once, and dirccting the RELIEF
to procced to Boaton to moke ready for war,

The crew took this in stride., They decided that Jashington
had lost track of thc ship for the past nine months, and when
the flag rcported aboard, 'lashington was suddenly reminded that
the Navy had a hospltal ship in thc States, and immediztely
dispatched her to the fighting fronts, The crew said the ship
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CHAPTER ONZ

Between the days of 8 February and 23 February, 1943
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the USS RELIEF was docked in th
chnically, no on: knocw why
y, everyonc aboord realized
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She cntered the MNavy Yard pair
hen she left, che was painted white, A broad green stripe

Novy Yard at Boston, Magsachussetts,

she had boeon ordered to Boston,

that ah i been sent to
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ston to prepare for zetuzl participaticn . tie dar,

ibed drab rey, hor peacetime
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of what was happ:ning to thc ship.
tac yard period 1n Boston was that

hask ahead, For

rcadiness for the
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men who were to sall her
be the last btine they would seo |
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21 hull, and Re

L85
-
o
-
3

Mha  mo WYY | T O T O b o B i
._3; I T |||I-.-P_, Mg Lot Lo s L) '_'_Ill
rcady for war, Thoer turncd to chi

d Crosscs on her sides, super—

of the RELIEF Was tho symbol
whole importance of

tiie ship was being brought to
the rest of her war carcer,

she would bc strictly governed by the regulations of International
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one¢ sid: of the ships the

I
anxious Lo 7¢t on liberty, fin-

rard wvorl:ers, They worked in

ecleived, tiic wen would get out
liberty blucs, and go uptown
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back to worik.

he ship was going. When

ard, day and night, ton after

ton, tihcy know it would be a long eruise, Biggest hint to the

L

officcers was the Execubtive officer's suggestion that everyone buy

scveral tropical white uniforms.
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Later, when the ship was

sweating @ut the tropical sun, with the Officcr of the Deck in
an open collared khaki shirt without a tie, those dress white
tropical uniforms became a stock joke,

v - il




The ship's red crosscs were outlined with red light : i

globesy ton after ton of storeés, food, supplics and clothing
canc aboard, Sulfa drugs, gauze, merthiolate, plaster for

casts, portable operating tables, morphinc, made the ship

rcady for the job, The main opcrating room was air condit-
ioned; the erews reception room was converted te a living o ; ,
spacc, and living spaccs to wards. DNew navigational equip- |
ment, radio gear, signal lights and flags came aboard. |

They even took on a new skipper., He czlled the crew to
vartcrs before bailing, and said to them, "This crew will be
q g3 3
the salts of the szea before this crulse is cnded,

February 23rd the RELIEF sailed out of Boston harbor,
bound for the Panama Canal.

The old ark was a-noverin,
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'rom rarch 31 rch 6th, 1943, the Relicf was at
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have a different value — a grimmer, but a botter one,

‘hen the snip sailed Irom ramma snc was under orders to
proceed deep into the south Pacifie, Slic was bound for Noumea,

New Caledonia,

aptaln exerclscd the ship at eicrgency
5, over and over again, The crew hod to teach themselves

]
how to take care of thelr ship, aud the only way was by
4+
bt

One of the first of the drills was l'an Overboard practice,
o make the drill re~listic, a lirfe jachet  with the name of the
hip steneilled oa b was thrown over the side, The life jacket
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ats lowered, lifo rince am life prescrvers thrown in Lo save

the afternoon was executed

the Ensign i ree of the boat sent to pick Llp the man.

He guided the boair through the water to cach of the life ring

first, and _;1; of all picked up the drovning dwamy., By the
fime hudrrl, | at where the dunmy life Jaclict was lwst seen,

it
man would be gmore importaht than the life riags,

D:
spite of wartime nhazords
Only difficulty was that all but a few of tho
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was gone, Thc captain explained thot in = roal cmergency, the

Jhen the ship crossed the equator, troditional rites of
nitiation into the ancient order of the doen were performed,
vy Jones, 1x;tu“;3 Rex, and the whole Royal pzrty boarded in
and conducted full scale operatiuns,

aboard wcre
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pollywogs" who had never before crosscd L:u Linv. The "“shell-
bac

ks" had their hands full maintaining order and respcct,
1t with the aid of firc hoses, paddles, and hulr clips, the

job was done,

r

L] 5y

passcd a fow miles from Piteairn

On the way, the sh

Island, The drills, the shellback initiation, and the proximity

n actual South Sca Iclind had tic cumulative effect of
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Fhe snlp's route w well eleal of nor~il shipping lanes.

reruise in the Yagii .o, : hospital aiip would be routed

y from norasl shiipol ¢ X . f¢» this was that it
uld asure hor com attec:d on neroal shipping, and
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would proto2i . ng from dctectlion by beling
tlincd ap: t porisen at night, in the glare of the bright

From April 2nd to April 26th, thce ship lay
cdonia,

ot Noumea, New

Noumea was the first South Pacific port tiw Relief saw,
ler duty there was to service the fleet. licn she arrifed,
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the battle for the Solomons was raging, and transports

brouzht the wounded and injured out of the battle zones to

where she lay in the rear arca, Dessatisfied with bcing so ,
far removed from the scene of action, the crew grew restless E
very soon., They felt, and rightly so, that they were not in |
a position to do their grceatest service, The opportunity |
would come later, Meanwhile, the RILIZF lay in Noumea among

tenders and repair ships. She was, in effect, a rcpair ship ;
herself, repairing broken men as the tenders rc¢paired broken
machinery,

The RELIEF was in Noumca during Holy Jeck, Good Friday,
and Easter, Some of the crew attanded Good Friday Services in
the immense park in the center of town, Civilians suddenly
appeared from nowhcre, crowding the park end cathedral, Thcere,
for the first time, they saw civilians and scrvicemen. united
in a common endeavor; uniting in prayers for peace,

Close off the port beam lay thc¢ leper colony for the area,
Doctors made frequent visits to sec first hand clinical
evidence of this dread discascey Thoy brouzht back with them
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cpecimens anc culturcs, The ship's labaratory was used for
research into the cause and treatment of leprosy. A pickled
ilnger still reomains on the laboratory shelves,

In Noumea, the modic l staff encountered malaria and dengue
‘aver for the first tiic, Some of the ship's crew came down
with the fevers,

In the first mail, word was reccived that the ship had
been reported lost at sca., The life jacket that had been used
in thoe man overboard drill at sca between Balboa and Noumea
nad drifted ashore, and wns picked up by Coast Guard authoritics,
The name of the ship was stenciled on fhe life jacket, Tle story
grew from there, until it renched the newspapers at home,
Printed, it read thot the RELICGF had gone down at sca, and all
the evidenece reanining was one life jacket stenciled with the
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From April 29th to July 6th, the shio wos ot Hspiritu Santo,

Espiritu Santo is about 420 miles nortih of New Caledonia,
he Japanese had been stopped., he war wns oving back again,
for them, forward for the Allies, The RELI L moved forward with
it. The battle for Guadaleanal hed been won, =nd Nownea had become
' orward basc,

f
The ship moved after thoe fleet, to the new borse cf repair and
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The RELIEF did the same job in Dspiritu Janto as she did
1n Noumea, Sh ' iored: L in full time
then. The cerow began to thinkg that thoer woere doomed to spend
the whole war far behind the lines, sprinldi powder on
athlctel!s foot,
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One morning the ship reccived vord ¢ o1} ©i our crulsers
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turret had had a flash back, and burncd t anning the




Imaediate preparations were mode to give encrgency
trcatment to the injured men. All of the nman were hecaled. None
had scars, excepting one man, who sustained a scar on the extreonme
end of his nh.kil ':~.’.w:,;:c'-,: was that duaring the trecatment of the
burns, the medical departicnt had a chance t criment ana
determine whien !«;"T_fu; of trontment was wost effective in the humid
tropical air,

Later the ship would take on men burncd by flash burns,
bomb bur:sts, mortar fire, The treatment these cien in Lsplrity
Santo received formed the basis for the treaticnt meh. would
receive "!,"t, r as they were carried from thc beaches at Kwajalein,
Saipan, Peliliu, Okinawa.

Now the ship had spent seven months in tik area, By this
time the routine of naring for the men of the fleet was well
established. The crew itelt that they had learncd much from
handling boats in tne miridle of thc ni; 'JL;} [';'.-.i Sa] "E..L:'L"j the
ui:it":::-': 38 they had alreacy covered, and from drilling themselves
] 4% r.].L-J._..u l.".'*: l?'.f Ls J 3 1w j_.'..l'u:l

But t : wched fro the boredon ot ’ r g el to ’
take an active part in the fight,

CHAPTER FIVE

From July 7th to Aupgust 3rd, the ROLIEF was at Hovannah
Harbor, Efate, in the New Hcbrides group,

The Relief had been called to Efate to riorm.repair
services to the men in the I_Jtulke :J_I_:. J_I': Y a AL LIE E.}.i...ﬁ_,
the concentration of battleships that would scon after strike
at the Munda area lay in the harbor. Th hl tayed in
Havannah Harbor just longz enough to prepare tiw n of the
battleships for tne strike. They ncceded their tceeth repaired their
appendix rcmoved, their tonsils out, their colds cured,

Then the ship noved to Fila, Lfate, - iles away
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August 3rd and 4th, the RULIEGF spent ot File, Iifate,
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receive casualties from the battles that were to be fought

50011,

th and Oth, the ship was cgain of Lupliritu Santo,

¢ RELIEF had cleaned out the hosplt ls 1n the Bfate arca
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for cvacuation., They vwere to be taken t land, New Zealand,

where a large Naval mcdical foree was estbla 1. hAuckland
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the 1lth to August 22nd, the RTLIVF spent at Auckland,
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irst liberty port the LLLICF crew had seen

Auckland was the |
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since they had'left the United Statds, They nade the best of it, .
Auckland is a friendly, modern city. Its people are hospitable,

The ship was grected at the dock by a br ss bend, and from

the time she docked until the nomont she s Lled, the town was like
a carnival,

The ship sponscred a JHLJ'U danee, withi 21l honds attending,
on two ;ltcrnwbu nights, e dance was a roal party,
RELIEF'S sailors, in dress Jluva for the first tine in
months, felt as if they were wearing white tics and t

w

M L Fl i i " - - =y i ; - - 3 S & L ! s
August 20th to October 3rd, 1943, the DELIES lay again
in Noumea harbor, New Calcdonia,

During that month the routine servieces of the fleet were
resumed, It was at this time, the lail elurk reports, that the
erew suddenly shifted over to using air mail, '

CHAPTER TEN

October 6th to Qctober 25th, the RELI"Y was at Havannah
Harbor, Lfate, HEnteéring port, the ship vas lost at sea for
24 hours.,

The current had sct her rnore than was thourh

.y and whe

time camc for land to be sighted, nothing was visible excepting
the flat horizon. Radio communications came to the rescue, -
however, and after one night of scarching ﬂrluud in the occan,
playing "island, isloand, who's got the island", land was’
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: : Again at Efate, the flecet was servicced, in the drudgery

: of commonplace treatment of little ills scn ine If the per-
spective had only been clearcr, none of tho crow would have
minded, But the apparcnt fact was tant b 1. been in

| the Pacific almost a yeor, and had never - on. Only
- I preparation

"y l—| 1.| . -.‘. - Jf t" 1 e +|| Ay . R L = -y "
L ¥y I'\_- v e JI A A4 s L wil i gy S d Y ViGs i L }
o i =l | -‘-*,'I_ oy A i il o 1 " 1
for the pl NLiiugl actloll wildo b ] L

=

. ; -~ y ol ¢ . N | ™ , . ; : - L
i '\_.I'JL'..'[:'-.-},' . ull L {_.-L-T_J e .....-.i't.". {.- e Lk | s f- t r .L:t._':j.’ Sl l....l"«-:}

1 v 4 1 1 9 e ] L
"y ~q s SRR - e | g ¥ da - - el H - 1 e mt e 1 - L'
.'..’ follas i LEL Aor 0 | - L Lal &% 1l RAUIES Ll L 1 \ i T S Gl B R T | a i) -
P = § 5 £- | - 4= | 3% o I T e L ']
wr o Ui J Ll L il i L I i | ¥ B0 L || ,
T e R s
WA LAl LAl —d |
™ R 1 L 4 I - L } : {=
] Pl o W 3= 1 Ny ] | 2] ] L.- ¥ . " ’ w0 1 )
'-.-l:--1.--'--" T b I a s VG l s e “h W Wil . ' baked w
A
-1 [ . s "
- 11-1“ i Oy |,"

....': ke N s ) 3

i w8 ™ = - . y . v = I i 1 4

\ { i a4 | Ly P ; L b T ey B e e L L S
bt L ok JI.J.l. I\.- -1:1-.'1. i PR I | W d Lk | SR T L et L "L el ALl f-.r
i | -
s 1= 5 s i s . = s T + jo®
11| STH| I = { Y ™ s T . BTt ks N i . : de bew o =1k o~
ik J.\..,.l."' i 1Ll%4 @ —i—... e RS L :I ; :'_'. Y o 'Ij.l_" o d & e '.r..ll. 4 I.l:_:_ﬂ ™ IL\_
i H . 7
1 5 - i ¥
' -1 =i 9 ol % ANl ¥

L I. L TR i, s B N | t-"\-' i Ll e d -l. Livk iy




sccond ti'c in Aucklond, everyoll 124 hils wAy around,

Some of th ST O n h old acqualnanco: i chlis tine,
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and hight were almost vnmanageable in the swells, The lagoeon
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bottcm, waiting to tear a hole in the sad ' the boal

First aft n Aal roon, the comaun )2 fficer

was to service the fleet, but with the addition2! incentive of
waiting for the Tarawa invesion to baegin. nnily, on the 27th
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November 28th to January 4th, the RILIGEF lay at anchor in
Funafuti, Ellice Island group,

At least th n the RELIEP s:n iw0spital ships
were finally beinz uscd to support th ¢ns operations,
Typical commert niziit of her return futi was, "It
wouldn't be bad if the would let us got bo the thing."

In Funafuti, routine of caring for | flecet was resumed,

ather was tl test obstacle, Sudden winds and sQuals would
spbing up within a few seconds tine. A necavy black cloud of
rain, preceded b streaking wind would race toward the ship.
The air would turn sharply cold, and the wind would hit the J
ship with a twenty or tlharty knot force, rocking her, and sending
her awinging heavily arouvnd the ancaor,

The boat crews werc: heroes, They were called out at any
ti f the day or night, in t foulest wenther. Liost of

hem had been in high hool a few months before, with no
ore responsibilicy than tting their hoi lone on
time, Their Lothers would hawe ' :
even beir ut in 2 boat in ther 11l '
would toss bl poats e ‘y 2
down into the trouzhs.,  They had thelr bong
they had their sKi1ns to save, an
carricd i e boats, i1 who wert Pl
d nded upon their lansnl ! !
them to the hospital i oy | : the sea
11 day a 11 t | wor ) o :
CHAPTER SLVENT
January 7th to January 3lst, | LI wes in Tarawa,

Seeing Tarawa after seeing Funafuti was like secing an
advertisement labeled "before and after', licn the palm
trecs had risen into sigit over the horizon at Funafuti,
they showed as a fringe, like moss growing on the seca,




CHAPTER
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FIFTEE

On Nowvember 27th the ship gadc a ru Aoamomay during
the attack on Tarawa, She was to rcceilve ,ourded ot a
rendezvous point to which transports vicic ! d to bring
them from the island of Tarawa,

The plan ! been for the RELILF t ¢ to Apamana,

a few miles south of Tarawa, and reccive piticnts there,

The ship arr - T4 ] rendezvous in o heavy sea, None of
the erew knew wh r the battle had been o success or a failure,
Everyone on the bridge stood with their biluoculars to their
eyes, watching to sce if the first ship we sighted flew
stars and stripecs or G *1singz sun,

The erew was in ¢nergetic spirits, Thoey felt that they were
in the war at last, During the night a radi sseoe advised
the ship that paticnts were to be received from a submarine and
a small craft,

The deck divisions rigged gear for transforfing patients at
SC, In th -"-I‘.l,'%_;'.-'_‘, CilC Convoy Wis 31 dy 1INe G".E.'-t':.i.ﬁ sant
a message asking the position of th orce commander to
whom the ship was to report. The Her biek "He 1s under
ailr attack fiftcen miles north of here.”

The submarine surfaced off our port bLow, : came close
aboard, Stretcher gear was waitid i ient, But
when the nri c ongside, ‘ , agile and
alert, scr led vp a jacobs ladder, canr in ditty
bag, He had tonsilitl: ‘hen the ] ted, and she
transferred a man aflicced with a herni

The convoy had chzllenred the shiv, ) wed her identity,
and then guietly reversed course and st s The RELIEF
was ieft aleone at sea with no orders, r the horizon,
anotier hosplital ship peared, It e o oclace. the
arch rival of the RELIEF, The Solace st close abcard,
load:d down with casualtiecs taken from tic Lvansports an hour
beforc the RELIEF!'S arrival, The Solact sed within a few
yards of the RIL] t"', close enough for the {1 on one¢ ship
to snout to the mcen on the oticr. ‘hey dicd shout,

The RELIEF returned to Funafuti, disappointed,

}
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when Tarava came in sizht, there was notl but stumps. \
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It was the ship's first look at the utter destructlion lelt
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knife had been swept across the tops of t islnnd, and had i
L] ¥ i '] - . 1 = » ¥ 3 i B < i i
trimmed all the Toli: 7€ 1ln on DLOW. Mot but _'-_I"x;tr':lﬁ;qtlv .;
ruins remained., There w's no si;n of lifc¢, no sound, no :
.y - . e ] - e 1 .1 o i ¥
aovement on the beach., Mot even the pnl l, for there
were no waving parts to the palms, only th rigzid, jutting
L] (=}
stunps,
\
'The RELIEEF anchored in ti lagoon and wont to work,
The beach ; shambles, Stinking, torn, putrid, cvery
. o i : 1 . Y : _1 4
inch of it, from dangling remains of ¢ Japanese barbed
wire defenses along the beaches, to ti :;ploded pillboxes
and gun emplaccements along the air strip,
Decay could be smeliced all the way out into the lagoon,
Cn the beach, seabees workked feverishly, doy and night, to
C] "..'...r'f l_:u'l.l LifL® 1“'. :_.-I _'_'Il,"....n j_tlu‘:r _LJ__-._J‘; ,_J__.' | 8 e BN L f,ll_l'," I.:Jt',]..,
| 5] 4 T 3 vpn ~11 e v vy e n "y 1 | - = 324 3 3 \ | S
pullt living quarters, repaired the alrstri 1eced back
together what w lef't of the demolist st of coral,
They never resteds it scened they * tired. They moved
in with their tractors, st shove) ; ers, and sewed up
3 # -
the torn beaches with as relentless the guns that
I.-.l-.: P'.ii_ll' 'L.-L;'J.'Mu
On the beach, a : tepde of bacillerr dyvsentery was raging,
The diseasce was costlng man-hours, a lour wis precious
on that beach, The atoll o] " L2rrible price.
No square inzh of the bsach had o e of the
shel | o vinoe. f1: Shprowins
alheL L Liliy |} ke d v Ll td e ll ll 8
nen the RELLILE ar: Iy the laland (; ahd
without facillties as yet to determine th \ of the
- - 1 3 L’ 1" I | . ..-|- =l ¥ - ” ’ - F !
LI‘H..-'L].:...I']_lJ. §ES .-L.._II_'J. llh !l_J ‘-.r'-.lJ,'-.,_-' ._.!. .=E,- Ef J ll.r L 1'.- .II'.:: EJI.tﬁilr':]t
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back the sick men, amd specincn@ from-the 3alond. The
laboratory tested the specimens, disgnosed thenm as bacillary %
l\-_‘{.'l';; o -”rti-'r'r}" 2
The island looked ~nd smelled as thou n insane giant
had run amuck, and had dug it up with his hecls, torn into it
with o spike, The coral surface of the isl nd looked as if
it had boiled over., Flics picked up the disuase and spread it
over the area,
The medical staff of the RELLIF fourit back at the dieease
before it had & chance to become » disnster.
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hey were grateful f
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In Ta awa, tihe RiL1IMF exper

attacks, Almost nightly planes caie ]
scabees crouched in t r foxholecs ai
cursed eadh hit on the ground they had 1
The men of the RELILF sat on their s
had something to fight back with,
CHAPTER EIGIT
bruary 3rd to Februanry 4th, th
in the attack on the atoil of Xwajulcin,
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: 'ne RELIEF had the satisfaction of kuswing that it was the
firet hospitzal ship allowed to steam withlin yards of the fighting
beaches and reccive czsualties dirceet from the fighting,

' She steamed into the lagoon, wnd loy to near the transports,
After loading 21l of the casualties from the transports, she
proceded to the beaches acress the lagoon, cnd.lay within a few
yards of where the fisht was in progress, She proceded with
caution across the lagoon, for it was not known for sure
whether the Japancge had mined the legoon itself,

Once in position, the casualtics ! 'cjl.r‘. to pour aboard,
The men could sce the troops go by them 1n small lending
boats, LCVFs and LCAs, and 'l.i..t the b....cn. Lliost went onj- some

b J ] ]
werc hit, Thosc, they saw C;Pflﬂd again to the boats amd ¢
out to th¢ RLILIEF, which they had ptsﬂud on the way in,
Boats lined up by thc gangway, sometimes twonty at a tine,
wilting to get the fnuuiu, . men aboard,

That day, the blood banks paid dividends, In the opinien
- of one of the surgcons aboard, the two most important factors
in saving lives that doy were, first, the fact that the ship
lay within a few minutes of the beach, and second, the
administration of blood plasma,

the operating rcoms and &ll of the dressing rooms
were in use all of the tine, In the main opert LJ_mJ ru-::i.-“:‘., as
mny as five operations were in progress t one ti

During the course of the afternoon, the cye surgeon _gvr‘:['url 1ed
an operation in the master at arms shock, when he saw that the
patient was too sick to wait to be carricd to onc of the
rezular operating roone,

The men all turned to all day and all night. Quartermasters,
i;m'*l' cn, Hadiomen, Cooko, uzi.. 1"., Coxswa im, Boutswaln mntes,

¢y S u._J.i their watches, ani when they came off watch thoy
tur‘r'u:d to carrylng strctchers, scrubbing decks, helping in

the wards,

Late in the afternoon, =~ landing barge pulled alongside,
Onc of the seancn at the gangway shouted "For God's sake, those
are dJaps in that boatl!

Here was the RELIEF'S first look at the cnemy., Lying
the bottoms of the landing boats, torn, blecding, adserable,
they looked pitiable,




Some of then were able to walk up the gangwoy; most
had to be carried, Those who walked, scrambled up the ladders
in a weird four footed crawl, When they saw our men, they
bowed deeply and smiled, cven though they were roacked with
pain,

The Japanese recceibed the same treatment that the men of
our own forces reccived. Afew dozen Japanesc came aboard
that afternoon, to fill the ship to capacity.

The attitude of the Japancse during thc cruisc back was &
study in the psychology of fear, They were isolated” from
the Americon wounded, For the first few dnys, they scemed
convinced that the doctors would torturc them, When the corpsmen
finally convinced them that all they wanted to do was to help
them, and change their dressings, they finally weakeded, and
secmed grateful., Sone remained sullen and morcse, Some were
despondent at hofing lost face, The corpsmen kept all implements
with which they might have harmed themselves, out of their
reazh, One of thc Japancse asked for a knife the first
day, with which to commit hari-kari, During the next three
days, the corpsmen worked on him, eased his pain, healed
his wounds, On the fifth doy, one of the ship's crcew disobeyed
the rules and offcred the same Japancse a knife, to sce if he
would take it, He would not take it, and was frightened that
it night be forced upon hin,

One of the American Marines had lost a leg during the
fight, He asked the doctor what the possibilities werc for
an artificial lege. The doctor said they were good, The
doctor further told him that he would be ~ble to usc the
artificial leg, in tine, as well as he could use his own,

"Will I be a2ble to dance on the artificial leg?" the

Marine asked him,

"Certainly you will be able to dance on the artificial
leg", the doctor said,

"That!s wonderful", the Marine said, "I never uscd to be
able to dance on the onc¢ I had,"
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CHAPTER NINETZoN | L

February 12th to February l4th, the ship was in Pearl
Harbor, T,.H,

\

The islands looked like the paradisc they were advertised i

to be, after Kwajalein, -At t”h Honolulu-docks, the ship v

unloaded the patients, They were greeted by a brass band. |
The Americans were unloaded first, ‘hen all but a few

of the Marines had left the ghip, the Japanese wounded were

carried up to the quarter deck, As the Japanese lay

in stretchers on the quarter deck, waiting to be carried down

th u,vay, the last few Marines came up from their wards

and crossed the quarter deck, For the {irst timc during

the cruise, the Marines were face to face with their

wounded enemy. The Marines looked at the Japanesej the

Japanese looked at the Marines, These were the men who

h;u shot each nthur four days before, The officer of the deck 7

watched them, e looked around quickly for the llaster at

wrﬂz. After a mununt the American Marines leaned down to where
e Japs lay, and gave them cilgarettes, Thuﬂ they saluted,

those of them whose a rms were not in slings or casts, and
stepped across the ganpway and orff the ship,

The crew worked all night takin: on stores, fueling,
cleaning up the ship, Next morning the compartments in
which the Jupanesc had been werce funigated, Everyone was
ordered off the qwip during the process, That gave the
crew four hours liberty in Pearl Harbor. Then the ship
salled for Roi Iu“nu.

During the cruise, the corpsmen had taught the Japanese
an Amcrican song. Going over the gungway, to leave the ship,
the dapanese sang,1it, and very well, too, The name of the
song was "Remember Pearl Harbor",

1:1} I.AI.H. J..J;HJ"” J:

February 2lst to Fcbrucry 29th, the ship was at Roi
Island,

From Pecarl Harbor, the RELIEF carried o load of medical




supplies to Roi Island, The “unpliws were to be used in
the hospitals being cstabliéshed on the islend

Roi Island had been hit as hard as Kwajalein or Tarawa,
The heavy block heouses werc shattered; huse blocks
concrete hunz in the recnforeccment; the buildings were
lopsided, grotesque, They looked like a .wovie set for
Journey's Ind, The groupd was searcd;  Jopancse aireraft,
Jopancse wreckage of ald sorts littercd: the beach,

The block housce bthe Jepancse hhd uscd for a power plant
was belng converted to a hospital, The ﬂiip unloaded her

':-f.aL'ilf'*"l :';uppl*ﬂs, meanwhile treéatin: the men of the fleet and
the men on the beach, X-=Ray, dental labora Lul"W_, Uy e=-ear-nosc

and thl*o-'_‘..t',, had a ‘steady stream of consultaticns, '
After nine days, the ship sailed for Majuro, the most
J 2y , s
IU'm.i'L.L:tj_i‘Lll '.'-.til.]_:l ],'. ll!' .-.r{;'lijn.ui:.‘

March lst to June 4th, the RELILI lay at anchor in
Majuro Atoll,

been oc L"ll}:-'.'-"" ! [E1i-i"~:tﬁh11:-1 with little n]-'}IDSitiGn.

: T 1 nificence of the

troj ln::,';l isl .'-.r_‘-. I..ftn.t-_" T-'t.'r"*.‘.-'.': and Kwajalein, and Rol, Majuro
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The water 1s as blue as the sky, and s transparcrt as

crystal, The bottom of the lagoon is a nass of falry story
coral forimations, Tropiecal fish swarm offshore, and glow

in the light r*f the sun as 1f they had boen palntced by a
c¢lown, The lslanis arc over:rown witn the nolst green of the

¥ i oY MTh o L] 1 . B 1 £} goay iy o= ml W Ny 3 {v Yy
tropics The coral sand is padded with a carpet of fallen

The largsest fleet conecentr-tion the .orld had ever sceéen

ley at anchor in Majuro, The sizoe of lt, th nunber of
ships, was sta-gering, The RiLIEF had never provided medical

o

are for so many ships and so cany men, nor ir: it probable
t,‘.; '.tl SLI_L,.. 1-;:,:-[_,.-!_]_ i.,"'.,"'._'r. ;.:L fu_i_r-J..

7 g T




The laboratory worked day and night. The dental
clinic was never without a line of fifteen or twenty men
tment ., The same was oive 2i all other

welting ior tre
ml"'u- ".": 1 r T o Al sy dr- ¥ 7 201 Z -| me |';I s r“*'-t’ LT l[::"
The ship's wards carried & load vhat would

depar-taicnis
pastanis,
have becn a credit in a full load evacuatbion.

The medical staff conducted forums nnd medical meetings
for all the medical officers of the ships in the harbor,

Every day therc were picnics and parties for all the
men off watch., They took barbecue steaks and beer to the
ls, and swam and rclaxed,

The ship established a regular schedule of ambulance
trips to all ships in the harbor, The number of patients
treated and returned to duty was so high that a regular boat
schedule was established to carry men back to their ships,

A regnlar plane schedule was established, too, to

evacuatc fion froa the area, to Pearl Harbor or the States,

Afcer three months in that tropical paradise (which is
tne only place 1n the Pacifie most of the men want to see
again) the ship sailed for Kwajalein,

CHAPTER TWENTY TVIO

June 5th toc June l15th, the ship was in Kwojalein,

In Kwajalein the RELIEF was again a repair ship for
the men of the fleet, Saipan was the next stop on the road
to Tokyo, and the fleet had to be made ready for it.

The RELIZF hadn't secn the island of Kwajalein since
the day of the strike, The scabees had healed her wounds,
Now'the beaches were built up with lines of guonset huts;
pontoon docks rcached out into the lagoon; the airstrip
was lined with planes, and the sound of their motors as they
took off and landed was a stsady hum, They had even built
a little chapel, with a steeple on its roof and pews inside,

The RELIEF!'S main job at Kwajalein was to unldad the

ajal
patients remaining on board and sail for Eniwetok, where she
was to waip for the Saipan strike,




CHAPTER TWENTY THREL .

Junc 16th to June 2lst, the ship lay at Eniwetok, b

g

To prepare for Saipan, the RELIEF loaded to capacity
with medical st ores, At the same tine she continued the
routine treatment of the patients in the fleet,

-

M

he air strikes over Truk had started. One afternoon
the officer of the deck was watching a Liamritﬁr coming
\ from a mission, He saw the pl_ﬂu comc¢ in low for a
l&rn;Ln; on the airstrip, falter, and crash into the sea, a
few hundred yards from the beach,s The ship's fire and
rescue parties were called away. Boats wicre dispatched to
the scene of the crash. The plane's crew were picked up and
brought back to the shin., The next day they were well enough
to be returned to duty. The pilot of thc blg plane said that
tne f:;buLﬂfw becn shot up over Truk and bn the return
trip, the fucl had leaked outs One more guart of gasoline
would have brought them to the island safely,
, at midnight, the skipper was awakcned by
tJ; signalman, An ur;aud;;mgqaar"=E1Ji cone in, directing the
pper to report to the Port Director, Thc attack on
a&i;zn was about to commence, Before dawn, the ship salled,

making all possible speed,

L AR TR LIAPY N IR
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June 24th the RELIEF was at Saipan Island, participating
in the assualt upon the Japanese garrison there, and the
occupation of the island,

it Saipan, the crew knew approximately what to expect.,
The entire ship was organized on an cvacuation buses,
Transfusion teams werc rcorganized, o manpower pool for
th.»ill?.iflfr_’ all men off watch wns instituted, The E:hly
superstructurc decks were rigged with cots, The crew
voluntecred to orgonize a blood bank, Their blood was
typed and the bank built ups ‘The crew kncew how much
plasma and whole blood would be neededs All the life saving
gear, the life jackets and the helmets, were gone over and
made ready for instant use,




Every part of the ship's routine work was rcchecked
and intcnsified,

| The RELIEF was to make a rendezvous, and proceed to the
island from thcre. But at the rendezvous point, the plan
wag cancelled and the RELIZF proceded to the Salpan beaches
alone,

Saipan is an island, not an atell, It lookcd massive
against the skyline, The immensc bulk of the island
' appeared out of the mist, and solidified as the ship
' approached, The smoke of the Naval bombardment appeared
and the artillery fire ashore, Dive borbers wheeled ahd
whined above the island, driving relcentlessly at the
Japanese dug into the island,

A short distznce off thc¢ island, the radios picked up
the sounds of the dive bomber pilots talking to the fire
controlmen on the ships, and the sounds of the men in
the tanks tnlking back armd forth. It wos the dialogue of
warfare, the most dramatic sound in the world.

The Japanese had held the island for nmore than twenty
s the charts of the anchorage werc scarce, At one point

:-,a'i]'.LFS
in the ship's approach to the island, the Captain turned

to the Navigator and said, WI'm coming in by guess and by
God; how about a few bearings and distances,! He got them,
and the ship dropped her anchor just off the beach at

= |

Charan—Kanoa,

Boats loaded with casualtics began to swarm out to the
ship., The wounded men were carried out in landing craft
of every deseription; amphibious tractors, cmphibious
trucks, ramp barges, the ship's own launches, LCVP's and LCM!'s,
The boats made an endless chain fron the beaches to the
ship's sides,

The wounded were plcked up where they were hit, and
brought to the boats on the beaches in ox carts, jeeps,
trucks, or whatever was available., Then they were
loaded onto the boats, and ecarried direct to the RELIEF,

The patients were received bleeding, crippled, unconscious.
Many received plasma and whole blood transfusions on the wey
from the beaches to the ship,

The ship loaded steadily all day long. Just after dark,
Jap planes camc over. A smoke screcn was laid in the harbor, :
but did the RELIEF little good, The smoke parted, by a frcak
in the wind's direction, and passcd on cech side of the
ship's bow, leaving the RELILF gleaming white and apparently
alone in the harbor. Jap planes flew directly over the ship,
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but dropped nothing but flares, If they took pictures,
it must have appeared that the entire support for the landing
at Saipan was one hospital ship.

The men of the ship's deck division had been hoisting
the motor boat when the alarm sounded, announcing the
arrival of the Jap planes, They carried on with their work
until the sound of the planes was actually heard, then the
flares were dropped, and in half a second, all the decks were
cleared, and the boat was left dangling in mid air over
the forecastle,

The 2ll clear sounded, and the Captain called for
standard speed and started out of the harbop, The smoke
still lay thick in the anchorage, The skipper took the
RILIEF throuzh the smoke, theough the ships at anchor and
moving about the anchorage, and led her safely but precariously
out to sea,

The shin headed for Kwajalein to unload the patients,

CHAPTER TWENTY FIVE

29 June to 1 July the ship was in Kwejalein again,
»The RELTEF stayed in Kwajalein only long cenough to

unload the Saipan casualties, onto the pontoon docks, and
then sailed for Eniwetok, to take on supplies again,

CHAPTER T.ENTY SIX

1l July to 2 July, the ship was again at Eniwetok,

At Eniwetok, the RELIEF took on medical supplies, stores
and provisions, and made ready for sea, Then she sailed for
Saipan again,

5
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. CHAPTER TWENTY SEVEN i

On the 3rd of July, the RULIEF sailed cut of Eniwctok and

headed for Saipan again, One day ocut, she was pecalled by

v

radio orders and directed to rcturn to IEnlwetok,

he crew passed the word among themsclves that the
ecalled bccause a Jepanese submnrine was
i

lying in walit her between Eniwetok and Saipan, It
was an unlikely story, for the ship had sailed through

ol
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apanese supnarlnies noa beerl s hted belfore
that time, 2nd to datc had gonc unmolested.

HAPTSR THITY L1GH]

Lhth of July to 1lth of July, 1944, the RELIEF lay at
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urﬂi 3 of war, They were natives oi Sa {31 J.l nd, ana
had hnuu picked up by a LP“H“WDPtnhd]‘H' the fignt and
brought back to niwetok, The RILIEF was rJ“j.IWTunJ; to
take them back to Saipan a&ng turn them over to authorities
who were to find their family, if possible, and return
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One was a boy of seven, and the crew called him "Butch",

The other was a g JI*l of twelve, and the erew called her "Susie'",

L
Thoy had been wounded when the Americans invaded the island,
i |--,' vl 1 1 1 fe a4 N =
and picked up .oy Marines,

lhen they first came aboard, they were both badly

frishtened, They
quarters, and a spcclal corpsman to care for them, They were

the only patients on the ship on the way back to Gaipan,

shin had ncvvr had any patients like them, Japancse or
not, they were tiny children, helpless babies, frightened
and alone, caught nercilessly in the bratal horror of war,

The whole medicel staff turned cut to heln them, The

were given a separate rooa in,Sick Officers!




ice crcam, Someone gave Butch a yo-yo, The nursecs nade

sig a ‘cloth doll, Butch was so used to sleeping on the
ground, that the corpsmen had a hard time keeping hin in
ped, Thu corpsman btayed just outsdie Lhw rnor to their room
as they slept, One night when he looked in to sce if all
was well, Butch was missing, He had clinbaﬁ out of the port-
hole, and was asleep in the hard waterway on the weather deck,

nurses made clothes for thes, The crew members brought them

HaPTER TWENTY NIND

On the 15th of July, 1944, the RELI'F wae again at Saipan
participating in the babtle for possession of the island,

[ &

.| o 3 i e 1 5 = 4 ’ -
reanized along the same lines as on

The ship was o
the first trip to SﬂLg#u. The island was not yct secured,
but the battle was progrossing. Most of the mountain was

the hands of the Marincs,

T

The RELIEF ”\nm on board 276 wounded Japanesc, in add-
ition to the load of American casualties. aAmonf the Japanese
wounded were Korean troops. They invariably made a great point
of letting the doctors and corpsmen know that they were
Korean, .n;&'vmebi say "Korcan Christian, like you" anil point
to the wounded Japanese and say WNippon", They thought they
would receive bettepr truntmunt. But on a hospital ship,
there are no Japanese, Americans, Germans, or Koreans. A
wounded man is a wounded man, ru,b¢dluaq of race, creed, or
cdlor,

Among the Jﬁp“;JSu, there were some who spoke Znglish,
One was a graduate of McKinley high school in Honolulu, T.H.;
one was a graduate of the Uhlvurﬂity of Hawaii,

One of the Japanese was called "good tinc Charlie" by
the Corpsmeny He was alwaiys smiling, always bowing, always
lutting the corpsmen knbw that he W“ﬂbcﬂ tu help, The corpsmen
put him to work cleaning the head, serving food, helping the
doctors chanze dressings, Best U- all, he acted as
interpreter, and helped the doctors determinc the nature and
extent of the wounds anong the other men.
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At first, the Japanese were fed the samc food. that the
i L s IR o IR - v - 1 1 A i
Americans we **r, fead Aft a lew days, became evident

: :
that the Acierican food was too ridh for their stomachs,
They asked for rice,

£ ""l
1

Among the Japanese, there were many cases ol AnuS,
Not one case occurred among the Americans., The J.‘._u.--*.nwu

c i
do not inoculate '‘their troops against tetanus; theé Americans

do,

Many of the Japanesc requestéd that rac
be performed on them, A sm2ll wound on the arm o
and the J"}"-‘“'luf-:t; would request that the doctor amputate,
FI-.L\":I an American Marine Intelligence officer the medical staff
learned that radical surgery was common ‘amonsg the Japancse
military rlmllu"a_ men, The wounded Japancse on board the
RELIFF, however, were treated according to Amarican

standards,

On the rcturn trip to Kwajalein, one of the corpsmen

taught the Japanese how to play blackjack,

igence officer asked the Jopanese if
roturn b -T.'?.]"' 1 after the wer, Almost

they wanted Lo ) t invar-
iebly, they replied thoet they would never roturn to Japan
if they could help it, '['_’L.f"f had lost face by being taken

GIILL qjl. TrrLITHr

July 20th to July 21st, the RELIEF was unloading

patients at Kwajalcin.

hile the J;aprmx::;\: were leaving the ehip, forces on
the beach were conducting gunnery i.-l‘_‘".(:tit}i'. '.E;.-" 2 plane
flew f".,n;:r, tr‘u‘-'J.rL-: a target, and the guns ol > beach opened
up, the Japancse flattencd themselves on ‘ “"',l'?;-f".‘l.r'.'.:,-r,

Again the I-I’*‘.].;TE'-LF refue MH, took on new supplies and stores,
and the next day sailed for J.fll:l,u again,




CHAPTER THIRTY ONI - '

July 25th to August 4th, 1944, the RELIEF wes again
at Saipan, t l;iar;'- ticnt s fron the boaches, ' :

By the time the RELIEF arriwed this tiue, the island
of Saipan had been secured, But the firht was 1.

|

Casualtics came from the beaches of Tinian slower than

they hed “fron fj'*.:itv._n. The Japanese were tiring; they knew

the figl fu;* he islonds was hopeless, Fouwl weather dc:l'*yuc‘
: the t ays, Meantine, the HELIEF resuned

H-l
5
:1

lond " !
the reg 15 ar services to the ships osround her, nuch as she
had done in the ecarly days at  Espiritu Santo and Efate,
It was the old routine of waiting, the fillings and the

refractions, on the doorstep of a terrible battle,

Then the weather subsided, and the ship filled

capacity with American wounded =nd sailed for Eniwebtok,

The ship stayud only a few howrs 4t Zniwetck, During
fl ilL qul,
and salled for Pearl Harbor, with the Tinian casualtics still

R T : 1 1 e r. . . i

by s w Y v X i
Il l L LICL [ o d L oy LY 12 IEeW sSupDLl “."'J' | FiRd &) ole w]




CHAPTER THIRTY T

f'.

 16th of Lucust to the 25th of Auudt, the RELTER

When the ship stood into I-..” rl Harbor, she was welcomed
by a brass band, The nen of the RELIEF knew thot the banc was
for the wounded men she carriecd, They
them foll on the beaches, =g they knew

L ] .].J-I:'h' u..-.

-nat they were

One of the lMarines had been wounded in the neck by a
Jap “'.L'HI‘. He nad _l_us;t i.'L:; brother on the beaches at
jal ein, He himself v reputation for beins fearles 35y
m‘-.l‘v-lx.u*: COUIAZEOUS, CC -.'_;-L. He wrs up for the highést honor
the Navy givzc a nan, the Navy Cross, because of .';.1,;' out—

ld stcrics of how he

would walk no into a cave filled with Jepanesc and come out
alone, without anyvonc following him, They said he killed
Japs with his barc hands, Onc of t ship's oflicers

asked him how it felt to walk alone into 2 cave full of

CHAPTER THIRTY THREE

-

Septerber 3rd to September 19th, 1944, the RELIEF was
at HEniwetok,

Pearl Harbor had been the first time in two years the
had had a chance for Navy Yard repairs, It was also the
first time the ship h:.a becn able to transfer some of the

j ——

men who had been with the ship since long before she had

left the States,




Then the ship was ngeded in the forward area agcin. She
oaded down with medical supplics, Once a7ain the ship dropped
her anchor into the coral bottom of the lazoon., An epidemic
of Baclllary dyscntery was raging in the atoll, OScereens were -
rigged on the ports of the ship, to keep the fat sluggish
flies out, A confercnce of all medical officers in the area
was called, A preventative t::fi"l*"i n was recommended, in-
cluding prohibition-of swimming offer the sice of the ships,
easurcs to control the sanitary conditions ef food he ,n-:xlln,gj,
screening tcents on the islands, Within a week and a half,
the spread of the discase was r:hvuk'*u.‘. One ship remained in
quarantine, She was moved to an isolated anchorag:

One night an urgent signal wes received requesting
oxygen for a man on a ship anchored across the lagoon,
Farlier, the entire lagoon had becn alerted to prepare for
a possible hurricane, The boat crew was broken o
oxygen tank loaded into the launch, and ‘FJ_LI“I_Li' a few minutes,
the boat had shoved off toward the walting shipe When the
PoaL aRrived S.ongsade, the gen oL COf ship were waiting for
the oxygen, The only oxyzen tank they had aboard had Just
run out, The RELILF!S axygen was ?‘"'lm':-. d to the .:;‘-.i;ﬂ*c: sick
bay, vwhere the sick man lay gasping for breath, It was
inserted into the breathing aparatus, just in tine to save .
the man's life,

out s Al

=
B

Orders were reccived to s2il to Palau > Peliliu-~-Anguar

egun,

CHAPTER THIRTY FOUR

“September 24th to September 3oth 1944, the RELIEF was
at Peliliu, participating in the assualt and occupation of
that group of islands,

All the old familiar routines were rechecked and rehearsed,
The manpower pool formed, the blood bank renewed, the

teams, the operating

transfusion teams, the patient sortin
3 I
teams, the stretcher bearers,
»




The Palau group is evil looking. It is dark and dank, full
of shadowy grottos ani grotesque rock formetions,. Thc sca
washes into it and is caught, in a wild perplexity of tangled
crevices and caves, and swirls angrily about 1n escape. The
whole aspeet of the place is forbiddin~, sharp, jagged., An
b

-4 o w Loy “ Aol . = s B e = o i o B
alr of shcer evil sceems to hang over 1t.

-

. i & hr o

The men could make out the battle as the ship approached,
raging in the thousand caves that punctured the surface of
the voleanie rock, The American troops were forcing the
eneny back, dceper and deeper into the croviged sides of the

rocky island, digzing thenm out with fire cnd with shell,

Bven the weather was_foul, The sex around the beaches
was frothed and swollen, as if thc ocean itsclf.hed been hurt
by the coenstant beating of the puns, .

It was too deg to anchor, so the ship ley to, waiting
for the weather. to subside enouzh for the- ¢asualtles to

be sent out in boats, The ship had to be noneywvered constently,
away from the underwatcer reefs, The RELIEF lay off the .

o o 1/ Yrl A b SR L e R o P S " oy P
peacllecs 1N d JL IL llours, and .t night steaned out to Sty

I'he ship leaded patients for a weck, During that tine,

m - - | " A I ! X L L - R -
[okyo Rose announced that Peliliu was a disaster for the
e 1 Al ala L= S | | 5 A = 1 r | = -'-.. =y - - ¥y i e -
AMericans . ofl2 S51d LIAL Aflerican Nnosypl t .-.'l_ .;1!.:. S Were

strealkiing to the scene of the catastrophe, Soneone

e T=ToT roum v + . b 3T i 4 Y $« x4 o T elel aTe
evidently was watching the RELIEF steam in to the beaches
iy . " Y I iy Sl I T 131 P e e L 1 T, . T
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Un: of the chief complicating factors in the treatment

b Peliliu wes Gas Gangrenc, The medical

depa. ﬂguupt 3] tr‘ utod the prevalcnde of Gas Gangrene to the
ftut that the i1sland had been an agricultural settlement
prior to the invasion, and the Japanese fertilized their soil

with human excretia, The Americans werc punded, and fell

into that soil, and the infectlion spread,
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il L.r"'-'r i '1'1-3"\—5:{’ I‘r1 e wWere rec i als Vec tr'- o !.-1_1_ I".'u.";'. Lllc lUL‘.\.I!.
of wounded men to Guadalcanal, which was by that tine a rear
AMOeA Y Al arce hosoif ol . 2
arca with a l-:P:-_ C NOSPpLUEL, after a

a
:aﬁiy was diverted to Noume: ’ New Cﬁluiﬂl' where the ship

1,
1ad first seen the Pacific islands z2liost two years before,




CHAPTER THIRT

October 1lth to ﬂct ber 15th,
New Ca lurQhLu.

On the way ««
ol aT: % FPAFT |-,..'-_ 4 b ] . 1 - e 1
the commancger ol the forc H.:- invaed i,

it said, BEvery man took it as a per:

In Noumea, the ship was greeted
bands on the doeks It was the fines
cver received, They both played at

Then news cane to sail for hom
repairs, badly, The men aboard her
|'1n Mmes s T_lL'»;:'I.' ,‘_,IM_: {~,_i" ;h.- St, L.:{ as

I P Ty Iy PEpes 1 |
"L.-i.k_l (aother londY

rnow 8

sShe had discharged:'the paticnts
loaded up again, Some were the samo
of Palau, Some were new to the ship

e R
r‘\- C‘ L1l 2 I'CL L Lllg LIl .BL.‘M;..&. f..,.

CHAPTER THIRTY

On the 27th of October, 1944, tli

r = = i

Pearl Harbor, T.H., on her way to the

o

The crew, who hardly dared be

FIVE

the RELIEF lay at Noumea,

reccived & nessage from
Pceliliu, "Well done';
sonal congratulation,

-

cparate brass

&

by twic
t rcception she had
Once ,

. O

A M o 2 ¥ il el
;& Ihe S[11p needed

needed a look .t their
"the old country" or

from Palau, Now shc
men she had brought out

g fiCR who had been

mLr 8,
i

&
&

PR ==
s 1S

lieve the ship was really

ing honme at last, were nervous lest the orders be changed,
The ship stoed into Pearl Harbor on the CTth and sailed out
the scme day, headed for home, Everyone | rh-’ﬁ d easier.

B
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' On the 4th of November, 1944, the RILIEF entcred the
Gold Gate at San Francisco, and c g .
At ten minub after eight the RELIEY pacs unger the
Golden Gate bridge. As the bridge passcd over the ship, &
ut went up, It started with the men on the forecastle
ssed back Gl \bire length of th 3 :._‘.
The ship noor to Pier number Seven at nine o'clock.,
By noon, the patients had been disembariked, On the fourth
f November, thc 1] ] out into the stream, She anchored
in berth 12, :0n the sixth of November, the RELIEF entered
ieneral Enginecr rydock Company, picr #l, Alameda,
>alifornl C er Service Force, Pacific Fleet granted
[6} & 11ahilei 11 15 February, 1945, She was to Be ready
for 2l February, 1945,
:
'
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R gl 1] Fl I 1 i N 20 |
shid it D1y n Lonzsid Ler il

& . - i %"
Puring the aval LL1ty, meeting: ld, weekly,
i ) 1 L4 Lcers and the Gener: ngi "1
| Drydock C y ofiicials, The i icre conside—
| very valuable by nling officer, they
ovided opportunity for the shipls ¢ rs to make
ment s and sugeestions concerning | rk in progress,



The crew shifted off the ship as soon as the workers
moved in, It secemed that there wgs not a sguare inch of the
p that was livable, Welding leads, generators, fire hoses,
cols, workers, lay all about the decks,

The crew wart on duty as fire zr'.t,r~‘1u.;., They were granted
leave and they were granted liborty, The entire ship was
worked over. As a I’ui;‘llt, the old air conditioning of the
operating room was replaccd with nower UQHl:ﬂth; and the
wards were air condi Ll ncd, The Radio Hgsm was dismantled
and a completely new installation provided, A new emergency
Radio Room was instolled aft, DNew lnﬂui.,ijn wgs provided,
sompartments sh iftui, new emergency generabors, awciliapy fire

il "

unps,installed, The RELIEF came out of the yard rejuvenated,

e

Toward bhe v-r, cnd  of the availability period, and at
2 time when all hands nere back from LL.VLJ the ship had
 dance, All hands were invited,

On the 13th of Februnry, 1945, the RELIEF headed out
to sea agaln, bound for Ulithi, West Caroline Islards,

CHAPTER Ti[IRTY NING
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Tokyo. The plane had crashed at sea after having been
dana~ed over the Japancse target. The crew was rescucd
after four days by s destroyer, The destrcyer brought
the men to the RELIEF, as she lay in Ulitai,

On the 1lth of March, 1945, Air Flash Red wns recelived
in the harber, Two Japanese suicide planes came into the

sl
ol

™ 1 4 1 1At | v 1 ~=la¥ o S + by oy ¥ & Q
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Randolph, and aircraft carrier lying off ti I_T

The obh

starboard quarter, The r anese j
Sorlen Island for another aircraft r‘irrivL} “nd made 1its
sulcide dive into the coral i '
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At 0830 on tiirr Ut;. of March, fbhe
the other hospital ship and she took po
of the RELIEF, It was the first time th: RELIEF had trav—

elled in company with any other vessel ‘since she had been

L5

in the Pacific arcao,

L'}F

The two ships proceded toward Okingwa Gunto,

CHAPTER FORTY ONE

On the 2nd of Anril, 1945, the RELIEF was approaching
Okinawa Gunto, with thc U.S5.S. Comfort in colwan dispo :-iul*’ﬂ.
1000 yards astern, The battle for the islend
on the first day of the month,

On the c day of the month, at 0558, the RELILF
] { - . o 1 . . . g u T
Loht Okinawa Jima:l ring 034 degreqs tru istant 30
. ~ - cin s oW,
'J-I b ‘-_,. | |I:|.‘!.1“I \_ 't Il\.ll.r:'l{u-' - et II' s ! r] lJ. '-.f]. -I.-!‘-i
o g YT LA V 3 -
L S| i g I’ | Al i _r 1 1 L HJ L. [1 L 1 J. S} W | 1.1 | ¥ '] ILJI.-' I]{" ‘:l.::[.

ta ]l 1{.]

.L:'I.IL]. L L LWL iiid il g L ILKS L I | & L-T
o~ a 5 £ v 4 3 M N Tt Fal &) = i1 Fa wa % o T |
II I 1; ICas Lo LUl n LI1&s [ELI .--I'.I. Lok A .-f;.L'-in.a bl La WaELl'G -;,t-']—-]..l.

b3 rlv
% --...'
Vi81DlC, ' 'l , the enemy planz riade a ninety

ree turn and approached the RELIEF and the Comfort from

bow afi, L itraleht run on .' L4, and
{

m 1 3 Y 1

from a sh ' * \d, rcleased & boib, Lookouts

e Al 8plashies in the water 1on he sides of

Meanwhile, from oveér the horizon, on the po
hospital ship, a destroyer on patrol off the island had
picked up the Japanese plane on its radar screen, The
destr oyer witnessed the attack on the hospital ships,
and opened fire on the Japanese plane, Just as the plane

released its 't;‘-u:,-_-n‘;?l) close burst from the destroyerts anti-

aircraft guns rocked its wings, throwing the bomb o few
yards wide of the target, The bomb landed 25 to ,}{} yards
off the port side of the RELILF, and the ship passcd over

encdezvous was made with
itibn 1000 yards astern

P rp——




it before it exploded, The explosion of the bomb shook the
RELIEF violently, but the only casualty was loss of suction
in—-a Iubricating oil pump, which was placed back in operation
immediately,

The enemy plane turned for another run, but the destroyer
(later identified as the USS WICKPS) ensagzed the plane again,
and drove it away before the approach was completed.

The RELIEF manned her sccurity stotions (hospital ship
equivilant of battle stations) and kept her he .nlujt 11
illumination on, and ma i*1t“-i:1m? her course and speed, in
accordance with hospital ship procedure and Internationsl
Law,

The USS WICKES (DD578) became the favorite destroyer of

RELIEF's crew, She was nob prt:c::--fiin'-' in company with the
ii;"LLnr, and her appearance was a fortuitous accident,

A few hours later, anather Japanesc fishter was sighted,

This one flew directly over the ship and stunted above her
for several minutes, but no attack was made,

tal ships proceded to the transport &reas and
¢ beachcw where the landings wer
Casualties began to come out from the beaches immediately,

During the day, two alerts were received, and enemy aircraft
were sighted in the vicinity cach time,

@ made,

Just prior to sunset, the hospital ships retired from
the landing beach areas, and préceddéd to sea, The ideas was
> af bhe D3 1ips the protedtion of their ill-
uninated markings, Enemy planes were over the If..“or' Lge
area many times esch night, It was believed t, 1% the
hospital ’-51‘5.1-:: would be afforded greater protedtion from
attack if they procecded to sea fully ‘LJ Luminated than if
they remainced in the harbor, Accordin: the RILTIEF and
the Comfort proceeded to sea each ni ilL 11’ up like
Chr LJt ms trees, shiclded from .".il" :“-.ttr;cl{ by nothing more
tf';-’::: S documents Once at sea, a sitting duck, the crew
remeribered that the Japanese had never signed the Genewva
CL"'{".‘."x.rrltr.L(:-n.

\l

(1

The two hospital ships proceecded. out to sea until
midnight, and then t:vLer-i course, and slecamed back towerd
the landing beach areas In the rorning, they entered the
anchorage and commenced loading patients once apain,

i
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As the RELIEF returned to the landing areas, she had
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way safely to the anchorage beorth., The harbor was still

. RS

covered with smoke from'the raids of the previous niht. Vi
ibility was nil..

Farly on the morning of the fhuLu., i unidentified plane

was heard overhcad, No attack ensu nlthionsh the harbor was

"

'l... ’ i
under alr attack at the tinme., Until the ninth of the month,

the hospital ships continued -to retire at nizht, relying on

their supposed immunity from attack for protection.

During the afternoon of the fifth of the month, all
ships were warned of an lnpending mnss 2ir attnrck on the
island and anchorage arcas, That night, a new retirement
plan was 1lnstituted, The new plan r the ships between
Kerama Retto and Okinawa, and proved to be hazcrdous because

" e Tl L wama 11 ligysq Fmes Airel
of the numerous alr attacks on Kerama Retto during dusk
d dnwn hours,

During the afterncon of the fifth, four alerts were
received, Many planes were sigl ' ’

About 1400, o large dispositi

the anchoragc aren, Lliost were Kamiknge planes, suicide
planes 8 the RELIZF's first look ot that weird type
of warfare, The Baptain recommended to one of the officers
on the bridge that he relay a description of what was going
on in the harbor as the planes came over, in order thet

the men below cdecks would be kept lnformea of the progress

: Kt planc just shot im off our
ort bow" "Kamikaze plane just dove into an LST on our
starboard bow! 'Three ,suicide plan~s under attack on our
port beam'. But within a few minutés so m.ny rnlanes were

nking sulcide dives mnd so many werc being shot down in the
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were redeived on the ”quJLh, ana on that nizsht another

unidentified plane was heard overhead during the retirement .
Cn the eighth, three alerts were reccived, and another

;lﬁu; was overhead during the retirement, 0On plﬂnu was shot
down off the port bow after having passed :irm:u / over the

ship.as she was retiring from the anchoragc a fully
iLlunLnﬂtcﬁ.




On the ninth of the month, the retirement plan was
bgndon Ay because of th numerous attacks and att ci] ted
attacks on the hospital ships during the retirements The
hospital ships remained in the anchorage arca, and took advantage
of the¢ cover smoke screens, secur ieir illumination,
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nd thereby discarding for those hours,,any claims to immunity
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from attack,

On the tenth of Aprily, the RELIEF had a full lcad of
casualtlies from the becaches, and gotl unacrway r Guam, using
full hospital ship procedure, _nLLu ling 1i

Prne night dwing the stay at Okinava, the RELIEF and the
Comfort were retiring as usual, using full hospital lighting
and procedure, The Officer of the Deck on the RELIEF L""bu.,l"cu‘-tijd
o message from the Comfort, stating that she was under aerial
attacke The Comfort was a short distance off the RELIEF!s bow

> 1 hipg but it

is important to note that the Comfort, beczuse of that attack
was delayed in port when she returncd to Guam to unload.
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lay out of Okinawa, enroute to Guam, the RELIEF was

diverted to Saipan island, to facilitate the unwiozding of

Onn the thirteenth of J-'n:.'I‘_IL._'.-_, the RULIEF sighted 2 contact
f,i..]..!;k;, which she avoided and atbtempted to sinkt On the 13th of
the monthy the ship half-masted colors in nemory of the late
E l‘-uJ.wL-Ilt Franklin Delano Roosevel i 3 rerieined at half-mogt
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for thirty days,
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The RELIEF arrived at L},'“_rl on the 15th of April, and
uhloaded casualties. She re ....Mu_. d moorec to the doeck at

Seipan overnight, and the next doy got underwny and proceeded
enroute to Ulithi,
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CHAPTER IORTY SIX
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CHAPTER FORTY SIVEl

From the 7th to the 10th of May, the RELIEF ageln lay
51 ["lf_'L;-.:-.u-r:ﬁ., takine on the wounded from the beaches,

Again the ship remained at anchor during the dark hours,
taking advantage of the conceclment afforded by the smoke
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0 = L]
screcn laid in the harbor,

On the 7th, one 2lert wis broadcast to the harbor, but
no nlanes were visible in the immediate anchorage area,
i the pilcket screen of Destroyer escorts and the
outer interception ecreen of fighter planes was functioning
well, and most of the attacking planes were being intercepted

i 1 ; . 1

prior %o thalir arrival in the .I'."j'l-ll_!‘:-f enchh arei.
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On the evening of the ninth of May, six alerts were

sounded, Cn the morning of the tenth, two more alerts were

[ + | : 3 o ol ¥ ntl o el & L Py e 1 1A U
On the tenth of the o nth, the ship was a1n uncerway
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26t} vy the RILIEF got underway fron Okinawa
toward Guan, On the 30th of Yy, she stood into

Ln sl id a aquick turnaround after unloadin
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to avoid a typhoon which wns closinz on her, By thg 5th
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screens for prote n agalnst the sulcide planes,
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On the Yth of the Month, two alerts werce = unded, but no

lanes were sichted over the anchoroge,

i ere three raids, Anti airecraft from
the ships and from the island was very intense,
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On the ninth, there were silx air ralds, - hAgaln the ant 1—
aircrait fire from the beoch was very heavy,

- On the tenth s there were two alerts, but no pl .nes :;I.E;La:lz*fnl
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Tho ship was granted a four doy availability for needed

repairse The en i:nfj%nn;h:!-‘?u_h:ﬂl, the boilers needed
cleaning, Stores ~nd pro visions were loaded on board.

On the 21st of June, the RELIEF wis once apain underway
: for Okinawa Gunto, using full hospital ship procedure,




CHAPTER FIFTY THRED

On the 26th of Junc she again arrived at Okinawa, She
remained there until the 30th of the month,

R i, -

On the trip to Okinawa, the Captein c:ercised the Officers
of the deck at ship hand ]

ling drill, using « life raft as a dummy,
and .'.I'Ll."'i.L]_-I.,'..i,:rl.T'; g the ¢ I'L: ns of man overhos rx:.’ "11.1 '"!-""""1..111.1"“
ering the ship alongside a raft, to rescup shipwrecked personnel,

-;'i";'_..“,., the shin remnined at anchor during
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On the 27th, there vwas one ~ir raid, On 3b1,1 of the
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On the 30th of the month, the L‘,_ZLi_'Z'_-‘ received orders to

; .
proceed to Guan ‘::‘1*mﬂrthft~1mfoe, Philippine Islands,
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che Third Fleet in that arca,

On the 30th of the month, the ship zot erway from
Okinawa and proceceéded toward Guam, On th ?~' r' July she

was daverted to Suipan, She arrived in Saipan on the fifth

i
01 J.l.l.,}". Limy .u.‘-n"il".t-i.;l;' she was unloaded anc routed to Guam,
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routed thpough Guam for lo is;ic




On the 9th of Ju y, the RELIEF fot uncdervwny from Guanm
proceeded toward ] te, She arrived ot Leyte on the 13th

of July, and remained there until the 20th of Lugust,

hen the RELIEF arrived in Leyte, shiec wais assigned the
« An epicdcaic of bacillary
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V!s, or whirling an wide arcs, An cnoraous display of pyrotechnics
was releascd from the ships in the harbor, The entire horizon
seemed to be banked in pyrotechnic display, histles, sirens,

" . hips! l1s, all ! L L1d ecelebrntion, The
stration la: for over oni ] thrce quarters of nn
our in full fore ’ 1 continu roushout ti ] 1t,
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CHAPTER FIFTY SEVEN

Cn the 28th of Ausust, the RELILF got underviay from
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Appine Islonds, and prececded toward Guam,

once more at Okinawn,
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. The RELL1SF prpceeded in company with two destroyer escorts,
the Mcilulty and the Llmore, who were assignoed to oecort the
ship through the dangerous minefields in the Bast China Sea
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and the Yellow Sca, Mony floatin 2 nines had been I'CT( rted in
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yer e¢scorts took the trip to Dairen,

2500 yards ahead of the BELIEF, and 500 yards on cach bow,

On the 6th of Septmeber, a Chincse Sampan was sighted,
directly in the p~th of the ship. The secmpan had swemped
in a reccnt typhoorn, and two survivors remeir aboard her,

The USS MeNulty picked up the survivers, and transferred
them by meand of ~ modified brceches buoy to the hospital
Oll.lD e .

The survivors were Chinese, one ; nan,

They were suffering from exposure z2nd ak ons, The typhoon
1at hod pas: ver v ys previously had blown
them out 1nto i b I-:- ‘ Se ..
he shipl's officers mac terpts t unicate with
t ohi G . nns of si~n langunce Chinese grammar,
their stor s rel.ted, The woman wes irl of eighteen,
The man W £ ears older, The girl's by r had been
rchent in Suchow, and had been in th it of making
trips to Shanghal Lo buy rfoods which he .t d transport
to Suchow L1 in the small shop he owned there, The man
W 1¢ owner of L, Which was rent for the trip,
Ori Ly ther b several people in f 11l craft.
The rchent,, hi fe, th jrls her e Ler, and
cile Il WL | i voat, apbout half ¥ ngzh ‘-_-.
the typhoon struck the little ship, and 2ll bub /0
survivors were killeds They were blown by -the foree of
the storn, for out i e Yellow Sea, where they drifted into
the path of the hospital shipe. They were taken on bozrd and
iven treatment for their injuries,

On the 7th of Septaitber, ten floati ines were sighted
by'the fostrdyer escortss OScven were emplodedy three were sunk,
At fifteen thirty that sane day, the kicMNulty came clongside
to transfer a crew member who had becn injured by a picce of
shrapnel from one of the mines she had e¢xploded, The shrapnel
had struck the man in the head, and torn t upper part of his
head off, The patient was transferred to the LRELIEF by
means of a breechcs'buoy, but a few ainutes after he was

received on bo

rd, he died,




the nizht, searchlishts werc used to illuginate
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shins. 1n an effort to sizht thc mlnes
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them, The RELIEF arrived in Dairen Manchuria on
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¢ port, had promised tc provide tugs or pilots,

ty was allowed to the enlisted men, but officers
were invited ashore on observation tours, Until
the month, the RILIEF 14y aloasside the pier,

for the released prisoners from kukden, north of
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of them stopped out of the darkness, into the glare
floodlicntsy 1irst one, then two, then ten,
hole procession. They ecen¢ in a mob, carrying all
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entirc ship's compeny manned the rail to greet then,
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z-prisoners of war crowded the dock at the foobt of the

Ll to them, tossing

plne stories, rinding oub wiiere they

back in the States", The ship's Red Cross lizhts
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and green band had been illuminated, snd somcone had
started stateside music playihg over the ship's public
address systems..Dixic, the Marine Hynn, Stardust,

The RELIEF was the first American ship those men had seen
in three years; in some cases, four,

P

By 2245 they were all aboard; 753 of them, Dutch,
British, Australian, and Anerican,

The first thing they wanted was a shower, They were
provided with scap, towels, and a clean soft bed, Then,
after they were nnde ca;Iartablu, a huge steak dinner
was served, They had ice cream for desert,

By midni Tf, most of them had zone to bed, Ship's
company continued to 1
thirty in the mornin
ex—prisoners, 'u* r)

¥ .

1

strike their gear below until two
After everythinzg was quiet some of the
oY conversa tiﬁn, and too excited to

sleep, staycd abou Ln cecks, swappinz yarns with the crew,
or listeninz to accounts of what h'ulijnffa cinz on 2t home
during the past four years. They wanted to know who the movie
stars were, what sonzs were being suny; they listened

proucly to descriptions of the rock

et JUns, o0 the accounts
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Two civili~n internees canme aboard that night. They
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the war,

The RELIEF sailed from Dairen at 0530 on the morning
f the 12th of Scptenber ana set o course for Okinowa,.
1 ! ise, every attention was paid to the comfort
of the passengers, Speclicl -enf crboinmnent
programas were played over the ship's public address system;
the G'[l- ins lI"C-'*..r-L'_;-J. each pasSsensaer with all o f' the comforts

oY
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the ship could afford them, News of the outsidec la was

B | . i y L. e ¥ ! =y 5 + L I - g ® o
broadcast over the Crew!s entertainment radies, direct from

San Francisco, The “hiv’? fiicial communications equipment
wa.s Kept on constant watch over spceinlly designated cirecuits,
waiting to interc th messages addressed to the ex—priscners
from their families, FKach day the passengers were served

ice cream and the ship'!s company donated a part of the
welfare profits as personal credit in the ship's canteen and
ship's store for each of the prisoncrs, And the men of

the ship spent their off hours listening to the accounts

of cruelty 2nd brutality these returninz heroes told, and
swepping with them 2ccounts of life st home, the history of

the wer, and the latest music and popular gongs. Crew members
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At 1400, a small craft hove to ofi the AELINFls beam,
. pave her lnstructions to revire to sea, to tie lestward,
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westward of Okinawa, The ship behaved exccedin:ly well and

no great discomiort was expericnced by the passengers or :

the crew, Winds reached a velocity of 50-55 knots, and
swells up to 30 feet were observed durin |

——g




Lowest barometer reading was dbserved at 0230 and was
29 he typhoon was very severe in intensity, and
I 1

Fﬂ I
. 4 \
caused much destruction to the shipping that remained

- i, «

At 1000 on the 17th, the storm abated somewhat, and the
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RELIEF returned, At 1600 the RELIEF hove to in sight of
Aguni Shima, and wzited for thc ewdlls to deerease in Machlnato

anchorage, On the 18th of the month, the ship stood 1into
[nchinnto anchorarc and disemboarked the recovered allied

two Chinese had been reteined on board, 0On the 19th
of the month, they were transferred ashore at Okinawa, and
to the military authorities for transportation
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CHAPTER SIXTY OIE

.
On the 26th of the mor Lh, the RELIEF salled from
Nago Wan, Okinawa, with a convo uf more than thirty ships.,
They were bound for Taku, China, « On the 30th L-_E' f.l-.;i-t,e:"fr_rur, i
the convoy anchored in Taku, China, The RFLIEF remained in
Taku, China, anchored at o point 5.2 miles 1J r 094 degrees
true from the Taku bar light wvessel, until the ...,H‘ of
October,
The convoy that sailed to Taku was the first coavoy the
RELIEF had ever sailed in, since she had, come to the Pacific,
The convoy was composed of transports and support
vessels, The First Marine Dlvir;i_n*'-. was moving into the
Taku-Tientsin ar to help maintain order during the estab-
lishment of local Chil OVE T NaY nt, and to disarm the Jap-
nese nationals in thc area. The RELIEF wns included in the
roup to provide medical and hospit -,l facilities in case of
ny difficulties, and also to provide the routine services of
a hospital gi[":.‘LL- .
She did ex :*:l_;].;' f",:';:.. che lay off Talmu one month, conduct—
Lng the routi consultations and emerzenc; hospital facilities
for the area., At i.;.i"L-;: same time, A :-:.1.."'11;: _ “‘Gi' le liberty was y
ranted to the shipls comy 11 e Talu is sencrated from the
ope by Taku Bar, over which the *..-'"-.f,._:'_* is cxtremely
shal.low, ! hip had to anchor almost out of sight of
land, The crew menbers were transported up the Hai Ho (the
Chi H r leading past Taku and into Tientsin) on LCIt's
ina IO s,
CHAPTER SIXTY TVO

On the 30th day of . Qectober 2
Taku, China, bound for Tsingtao, Chir
Ord
Carpet" duty,.

been as:
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ars tm:i ‘:;G-.:n received placing

igned to task rroup 16.12, which ws

RELIEF was underway from
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want that the ship had
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assigned the . 1
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task of returning overseas military t.-I‘;}:":l;'l- 1 to the United

States. The ship wos directed to load to capacity in Taku,

and proceed to the United States, to Sen Francisco, If
apacity load of paticnts could not be obtained at Taku, the

ship was to proceed to Tsingtao, If a capacity load ocould not

I to proceed to Okinawa,

P p——
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.
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be obtalnca Lu.,l‘x;_, the .‘T;.Llp Wols ..._I ect e
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All these things were done, The RiIELINT aunchored in
Tsinstao on the first of November and the cirew was grnated
1bi rey in the cat S I'he next 1.,."‘1-" 1t was ceters ."LULJI. t:l"t a
- . A - j L W -t X i . - ) 1 - = { * 1
capacity load of »naticnts could not be obtuined at Tsingtao,
and so the RELIEF sailed for Okinava,  She znchored in zﬂuc:mur‘
Bay, Okinawa, on the 5th of the month,

In Okinawa, corders were received to load the ship to
capacity with paticats and recovered allied military personnel,
When all cf che piients in the area had been loaded, the
ship was still not, filleds No RAMPS were avail:
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ble in the

ICT!'s brought 710 personn "‘l out. to the RELIEF on the
Tth and the &6th of the nonl ”'.. aAbout half of th were
passencsers for Guan, ther Ralf were personnel

rr.ing to the United States for diseahrr ¢ and patients
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e RELIEF salled for Guam, Marian Lslinds on the
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On the 13th. 2 message was reccived, changing the dasig-
nation of oke ship fr ., hospital ship to a hogpib '.l
ra.cport AcH-11l), Her hospital ship markinie we re

r.—*
k
I—’c“'

t her dical staff was stic
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to be radically different from her war £ime duty,

She was now a part of the tremendous .[’.1.\ et whose sole
mission was to return to the UI;.LE' d States the service men
who had spent the past few years with+her in the Pacific

WaT .

She loaded to capacity in Guam, with homeward bound men,
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CHAPTER SIXTY THRELD

It was done, The war was over. The Job had been com-
plete successfully, Lost of her men were eli dible for
lischarge and return to civilian life, to take up where they
had left off three vears before,
T'r"_t!:_ '_"'i_. | iy s | _"I_-C}';'.Jj Lk o3 L,E‘L'_, _:I__.f,' _:Ul_" :-..?Fj_trt'urlllii-'-l_D‘h'IiI-l;'_‘:
a furrow in the sca, hesded for home, She has run the gamut,
he has seen much e nuch,
It was a long stery, lookingz back over it. She started
rey, in Boston. She lay in the sub. tropics for months,
SW ' out bor R | o oveq forward with thc amphiblous
assualt of the warfare, OGhe grew in strengihl and courage ;
her men grew, oShe | er baptism of Tire; saw her
sister ships violat y treachery, narrowly escoped herself, i
At the height of her healing powers, the wor suddenly cnded,
was still strong, still seaworthy, still able to with-
soand attack from th nemy and from the elenents, She had
roven herself to her men in every possible way, Now she ‘
yas goling | ~ the cycle was being completed with her
new deslgnatlon as a hospital transport, ohe played her
part irom Boston to Ul =
It % setisfying thing to contcmplate,
re it is —th tor:




APPENDIX

The ship!s work; what does it look like in facts and
figures? How mcny miles did her cneines 2+tually turn over?®

How many gallons of fuel oil did she actur.ly burn? How

First, the nuanber of patients, Therc is no record
aboard the ship which would show the actual nunber of ne
durin; the war years, There arc rccords, yes., But

- e 2 1 gk - ntde . 7 e 13 1w mnrlms 1 4+ ~
gL recoras sSiow onls L,alll. 92 Pk :__L.,_.:L].L: .u:illu'. _.I__I___' ch I......'..Jt"«-u-: 4 t-'-_'
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the sick list. Out of the huqaxud: ngL came aboard for
consulbation each day, for dressings and first aid to
small injuries, ouly a part were 2 i;,.'lt,;: | o the ship and

I §
retained as pntiecnvs, The enaless line of men waiting
n ol 1 . B ol g o s il cl | - S o
outslide the dent:) iab eacnh day for treatment, the line 1n
s ST A | . " AW B | Nl : - £ -
irone ol tli¢ ey ' nose ang throat 1ob, 1o front of X-ray;

none of those wers counted on the shin's sislc 1ist,

But what docs the sick list itsclf lock 1ike%

Y ear Total No. of admissions Ave per nmonth.

1642 1277 106,42
1943 3028 252,33
1941 51 ;v? L6725
1945 (to 1 Sept) 4,390 L0750

Total for period 14,802 : 336442

1 ¥ - P L] AL 1 : e e Y 4 L 1 e f i - | P .
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: A aead ; . k. La 9% ] | o 1 4 SRT S R B | ST |
| dade Al ClaLd (= L7 40 alll Ll L o1 1 e per'lod

oard, as on evacuations, It does not include dental

In 1942 X-Ray treated 1819 paticnts
In l“,‘”ﬁ 251’42
In 1944 _’J'Dﬁzl
In 1945 2678 Making a total of 10,420

L :,I.' Llll. 1L De L'_:I_ z'l.\_ n-.: -‘l.“r ll,:'.u.l.b.
But to get the idea of how nany there were, look at the figures
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1942 the dentists trcated 3,402 patients
n 1945 3,425 Haking a total of 18,583

st, and
"t were
epartments,

Edd to those firures the figures of the (S I B
i 5 t

C ! © 2 &l H . y |
Ve 020 fhose'arc cthe on I

..-,_)

out, not countin: auy oth

bout the number of evacuations? How many did she
take out of each of the major battle arcas?

Out of Kwr .ll" 1eln Ly » RELIEF evacuated 5“‘,”}
Out of Saip _-Tirl"_';:rl (thr‘uu trips) 1706
Out of Pel:iin 678

Qut of Uki . tﬂ;_tripﬂ) 3569
Out of Daire: (PJ” vered prisoncrs of war) T4L3

L
i
Out of Nowmnen tc 1 Franciasco (Nov '44) 499
Guam to San Fr“ﬂu[.u- (“8} patients
passens rs) Tl

much for the passengzers and patients,

Total miles steamed G3290 ailes —~ alwost 4 times
-:.].L"‘i-:- t_l '.il'n_-liltli
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f_-r-\;'. l :: j..l, : t-'r.:' .j T.'I'[.-‘Vi;._.ih"ar, j{)il5 []
What were the fisures on medical supplies consumed?

During the Okinawa invasion alone, 2,015 pints of whole blood
were administered,

During the Okinawa invasion alone, 1,068,000,000 units of
penicillin were administered,
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