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U.,5.S, WILLOUGHBY —AGP~9
‘SHIP'S HISTORY
June. 18, 1944 ~0ctober 1, 1945

June 18, 1944

U.S.5, WILLOUGHBY placed in commission by Captain H.,K. Stubbs, USN,
representing Commandant, Thirteenth Naval District, A.J. Church, Lt.
Conmdr., USNR, Commanding Officer, and Willard Emery, Lt. Condr,,
USNR, Executive Officer, at Lake Washington Ship Yards, Kirkland,
Washingtone.

June 19 = 23, 1944
Moored at Lake Washington Shlpyards engaged in fitting outa

Steamed to Manchester, Washington, where ship moored to the fuel
dock and took on 20,000 gallons of aviation gasolinc.

June 25, l9LL : -

Steamed to Vashon Island, Washington, for mgasurod nile range. Whon
neasure éonpleted steaned to Illahce, Washington, wherc ship was
depermcde

June 26, 1944 -
Steamed %o Pugct Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washington, where
anmunition was loaded.

June 28, 1944
Steamed to degaussing range off Jefferson Point, Puget Sound. When
degaussing wag completed, procecded to Pier 91, Scattle, Washington.

June 29. 191{1—14'
Ship inspected by CFOTCPAC, Got under way for purpose of compensat=-
ing compass apd then returned to Pier 91.

June 30, 1944
Steamed to Point-No-Point, Puget Sound, where radio direcction finder
wag calibrated and then returned to Pier 9l.

July 1, 194L
Moored to Piey 91, Seattle, Washington, loading stores.

July 2 = 5, 1944 ' |
Steamed to Sap Francisco Bay, Californic, where stores wecre loaded.

SRS aliforni

Steanec o San Diego, C fornla.
- S010 22 94

July 8, 1944

Inspected by COTCPAC in San Diego Harbor,

July 9 = 11, 1944
Conmenced shakedown crulse, Conducted anti-submarine warfare opers-
ations, Returned to San Diego Harbor.
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July 12 « 14, 1944
Conducted gunnery drills, Returned to San Diego.

July 15, 1944
Anchored in San Diego, California. Loaded stores,

July 16, 1944
Underway for measured mile run. Returned to port.

Underway for anti-airceraft drill., Returned to port.

July 18, 1944
Moored in San Diego Harbof.

July 19 « 21, 1944 |
Conduc ted anti=aircraft drills., RetUrned to San Diego.

July 22, 1944
Anchored in Sen Diego Harbor,

July R} = 25: 194&
Steamed to San Pedro, California. Conducted gunnery drills enroute,

July 26, 1944
Steamed from San Pedro to San Diego conducting drills enroute.

July 27, 1944
Under way for target practice. Returned to San Diego.

July 28, 1944
Under way for power runs operation. Returned to San Diego.

Moored in San Diego Harbor.

July 30 = August 2, 1944
Underway for firing and anti=submarine drills. Returned to San
Diego.

August 3, 1944
Held fina)l shakedown inspection. Underway for firing practice.

August L4, 1944
Returned to San Diego. Took on stores., Got underway for San Pedro.

August 5, 1944 ;
Arrived at San Pedro. Moored at Naval Repair Base, Terminal Island,
California,

August 7 =~ 11, 1944
In dry dock at Naval Repair Base, Terminal Island,
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August 12 = 13, 1944
Steamed to San Francisco, California.

Moored to Pier 484, where stores were loaded.

August 15 = 27, 1944
Under way for Funafuti, Ellice Islands.

hugust 25, 1944
Crossed the Equator and held Shellback initiation.

hugust 28 = September 1, 1944

Pursuant t¥o orders from Commender Seventh Fleet, changed course to
head for Manus Island in the Admiralties. On Sgptember 1 anchored
in Tulagi Harbor where stores and fuel were loaded,

September 2 - 5, 1944
Steamed to Seeadler Harbor, Admiralty JTslands.

September &, 1944 -
Linchored in Seeadler Harbor, [idmiralty Islands. Got underway for
Mios Voendi.

September 7, 194L

At 1335 made out sound contact bearing 320 degrees true, distance
1000 yards. Sounded general quarters. Execcutive Officer reported
seeing torpedo wake which passed the ship. 1341 commenced run on
sub, 1342 droppcd four depth charges, lost contact with sub, but
continued to seerch arca. 1404 commenced 'firing on barrcl on port
side. 1512 regained slight sound contact, made run, but dropped no
charges, lost contact. 1632 seccured from general quarters and re=
sumed coursce.

September 8, 1944
Arrived at Mios Wocndi, Padaido Islandse.

September 9 = October 12, 1944
Anchored in Mios Woendi Harbor tending PT boats.

October 13 -~ 15, 1944

Steamed to Kossol Passage, Palau Islands, with Task Group 70.l.
Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron 21 and part of Squadron 7 werc attached
to our ship for future opereations.

October 16 = 17, 1944
Anchored at Kossol Passage. On October 16 a tropical twister hcaded
directly for the ship, but spent itself before it reached us.,

October 18 - 21, 1944

Steamed to San Pecdro Bay off Leyte Island in Philippine Islands.
Arrived in San Pedro Bay on October 21 at 1443. Landings had bcen
effected on the previous day and cruisers and destroycrs were still
bombarding the beach area. Ship was at general quarters for onc
hour doe to red alert.
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October 22, 1944
Anchored in San Pedro Bay.

October 23, 1944

Expericnced light cnemy alr attack commencing at 1814, Sccurcd from
general quarters at 1918. Man brought on board from PT 325 for
treatment of shrapnel wound received during air attack.

October 24, 1944

Heavy cnemy air attacks commenced at 0750. A squadron of Navy fight-
er planes shot down four Japancse Betty bombers, one of them attempt-
ing a suiclde dive into a large transport. A few moments later four
~enemy Sally bombers came into the area and three of them werc shot
down by anti-aircraft fire. Some bombs were dropped and there was
some attempt at strafing. Four Japanese Njick light bombers, two Val
dive bombers and a Dinah recco plane approached from the west.

Three Nicks, one Val, and the Dinah were shot down by combined fight-
cr plane and anti~aircraft fire. The WILLOUGHBY was creditcd with
shooting down two cnemy plancs. One of the planes we hit, a Nick,
crashed into an LCI, sinking it. Another Nick crashed into an ocean
zoing tug which was later beached. Five survivors from the LCI were
brought on board. Air attacks continued at intermittent intervals
for mogt of the day, the ship being at genecral quarters for approx-
imately six and one half hours.

October 25, 1944
Axperienced enemy air attacks at intervnls all during the day. Were
at generel quarters for approximately 11% hours.

October 26, 1944

Txpericnced enemy air attacks at intervals all during daye. Ship did
considerable firing without result, Ship was at gencral quarters
for approximately ten hours. All PT boats attached to ship parti-
cipated in Battle of Surigao Strait.

October 27, 1944

Experienced enemy air attacks at intervels during day. Spent cight
hours at General quarters. Filve Zeke fighters attacked a Ron 7 PT
boat, killing two men the bodies of whom were brought on board, and

wounding one,

October 28, 1944
Experienced light enemy air attacks during the day.

October 29, 1944
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October 31 = November 12, 1944

Fnemy alr raids were experienced every day during this period. On
November 5 the PT 320 sustained a dircct bomb hit while anchorcd off
cur starboard bow. The PT boat was entirely demolished and all
hands save one werc killed., On November 12 a flight of suicide
torbers attacked, one crashing into a transport on our port bow, and
anot her crashing into an LST about two miles from our berth,

November 13 - 16, 1944
tcamed in oompany with the USS WACHAPREAGUE AGP-8, for Mios Woecndi.

November 17 = 18, 1944
Loanded stores and ammunition in preparation for return to Leyte Is-

land "

November 19 = 22, 1944

Cteamed to Kossol Roads, Palau Islands, in company with the U.S.S.
FONTUS AGP=20, USS WACHAPREAGUE AGP-8, 41 PT boats and 7 U.S. Army
crash boats,

Ncvember 23, 1944
Lnchorcd in Kossol Roads, servicing PT boats.

November 24 - 27, 1944

Stcamed to Leytc Gulf. Late in the morning of November 27 the ship
was called to general quarters as a large task force of our battle=-
ships, cruisers and destroyers underwent attack by Japancse air cl-
ements. Nine Jap planes were observed to be shot down by the task
force while no damage was inflicted on any ships of our forcc.
“hells from our force fircd at Japanese planes exploded perilously
near the WILLOUGHBY.

November 28 - 1 December, 1944
Serviced PT boats in San Pedro Bay with only very sporadic interfer=-
ence due to enemy air attacks,

December 2, 1944
Early in the morning the airstrip at Tacloban was subjected to nui-

sance raid air attack but suffered no damage. No bombs were drop=-
ped near the ship.

December 3 - L, 1944
Continued servicing PT boats of Squadron 21.

December 5, 1944
At 1343 underway to go alongside the tanker DILOMA (British) to re-

fvel with high octane gas. After refueling returned to previous
anchorage in Berth 21. Late in the evening received ten survivors
of the USS COOPER (DD 695) aboard for berthing.

Decembexr 6, 1944

At dusk this evenin g experienced a light cnemy air attacke There
were three planes engaged in the attack and they were presumed to
bc Japanese Topsy transport planes, One of them.was (continued)
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6 December, 1944 (continued)

shot down by shore anti-airgraft installations north of the Dulcg
crca; another was shot down by ship anti-aircraft fire and glided
tho full length of the bay before crashing threc thousand yards off
car starboard bow., The third plane was shot down by A.A. firc over
t2e Tacloban airstrip. It was later learned that the thrce air-
craft had been carrying paratroopers. Our installations and ships
sur'fered no damagec.,

7 = 8 December, 1944

Ca the 7th observed the USS SPENCER, a minesweeper, to run onto a
rcel orf our starboard bow. She was assisted off the reef on the
£"h of December by an ocean=going tug. Early in thc evening of the
€51 we received 18 survivors of the USS MAHAN (DD 364) aboard for
tonporary duty.

G iccember, 1944
Coiviced and maintaned PT boats of Squadron 21,

19 December, 1944

firly in the morning the Tacloban airstrip experienced another light
e1my air attack and a large explosion was scen just south of the
str.p. There was minor damage inflicted upon one of our fuecl dumps.
ILote this afternoon two of the PT boats attached to this ship were
abtacked by four Zckes in Leyte Gulf. One of the Zckes suicide
crashed the PT 323 killing both of the boat officers. The PT 327 1n
exumiring the PT 323 after fires had been extinguished reported that
mnss ¢f the boat could be salwnged. Several of the crew of the PT
327 estained minor injuries and were admitted to our sick bay for
treatmnant,

11 Decomber, 1944
A salvage party left ship early this morning to salvage vitally
nceded coquipment from the PT 323,

12 December, 1944

At dusk this cvening a lone Japanesc plane droppcd five bombs on the
Tacloban airstrip. Therc was sporadic light fire from beach instal=-
lations but the plane escaped. There was no damage sustained by the

airstrip or its aircraft.

13 December, 1944
Undcer way at 1247 to go alongside the USS PORCUPINE to take on high
octane gas and dilesel fuel. Upon completion of refueling returncd

to formecr anchorage in Berth 21.

14 = 15 December, 19L4

Continued fueling and servicing PT boats. Late in the morning of
tnc 15th of December one of our own aircraft crashed into the hills
of Samar Island, the vilot parachuting to safety and being rescucd
by onc of our PT boats,

16 ~ 19 Docember, 1944
Continued with normal teander operations of fucling and reopairing
PT boatas,
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20 Decenber, 1944

Diring cvening twilight two Japanese light bombers raided the bdbay
2102, One of them was shot down by combined ship and shorc AA firc
.12 tho second in an attempted suicide crash dive into our task

-

o Of cruisers and destroyers was disintegrated and crashed harme
~¢ly into the water,

4 -_“?_Dccember, 1944
—omricec 2T boats, On the afternoon of the 22nd some casualtics

oo Y 229, injured in contact with the enomy, were brought aboard
T nndical trecatment .

~3 Duoeamber, 1944.
Lot ovadiorway at 0700 pursuant to orders of Commander Task Group 70.1
o fer PT sparcs to the USS PONTUS AGP-20 in San Juanico
| Jpon completion of transfer of equipment returncd to San
s dve a7 and anchared. Latc in the cvening heavy anti-aircraft
7ire w03 observed north of the Dulag area and a singlc planc raidecd
i ‘.¢Loban airstrip with no visible results.

i ND.ccenber, 1944

ir.leny at 0701 to moor alongside USS OYSTER BLY AGP=6 to transfor

toor Joos, At 0900 change of command ccremonics were held on the
vo*outlon Bridge. Lieutonant (T) Joesph P.E. BROUILLETTE rclicved

vt Comdr. Archiec J. CHURCH as the commanding officer of this

verscl. The change of command was effocted pursuant to orders of
wh. uronu of Naval Personnel.

25 Ducener, 1944

Underwir at 1230 to go alongside the USS CORONDELET to take on dic=-
scl fuc... After finishing refuecling returned to provious anchorage.

Tate 11 vhe cvening the Tacloban airstrip was subjected to light
21 atteelr and from the resultant anti-airceraft fire from shore in-
stallasiouns some shrapnel fell on our ship.

26 Deccmber, 1944

Underw¢3 at 1704 leaving San Pedro Bay, Philippine Islands, for Es-
21ritu Sonto in the New Hebrides Islands in pursuance of orders of
couwninder Task Group 75.

27 Daeccmber, 1944

socaming cnroute to Espiritu Santo. Early in the morning conducted
a firing drill,

28 Decomber, 1944
Joenming as before. Conducted firing drills early in the morning
and droupped several depth charges in test of the racks and charges.

£ - 5L Docomber, 1944
“ioon'a2 cnroute to Espiritu Santo. On 30 December changed clocks
a0 ;w~¢L%pond with Zone =10 time.

= 3 Jamary, 1945

toroing as before to pick up PT spare parts vital to the continued
orecation of PT boats in the Philippine Islands.,
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Januvary L, 1945
Spent day at Espiritu Santo loading stores.

January 5 = 8, 1945

Steamed from Espiritu Santo to Treasury Islands to pick up morc PT
sparc parts,

January 8 = 9, 1945
Steamed from Treasury Islands to Grecen Island to load PT spare parts.

January 9 = 10, 1945
cteamed from Grecen Island to Emirau Island to load PT spare parts.

Janvary 10 = 11, 1945 '
Steamed to Seeedler Harbor, Manus Island, in the Admiralties.

Januvary 12 = 13, 1945
Loaded stores at Manus.,

January 14 - 18, 1945

Steamed from Manus to San Pedro Bay, Philippine Is}lands and anchored
in San Juanico Straits.

January 19 = 22, 1945
Unloaded PT spare parts gathered on trip just completed.

January 23 = 31, 19L5

Steamed from San Juanico Straits to Mangarin Bay, Mindoro Island,
towing a fuel barge and a small pontoon dry dock. Speed of advance
on the trip was four knots. We travelled in compeny with 25 Army

tugs and with an escort of two DEs. On January 27th an enemy planc
was sighted but it did not attack our convoy.

February 1, 1945
At anchor in Mapgarin Bay, Mindoro Island.

February 2 = 5, 1945
Took the USS GANSEVOORT DD 608, which had taxen a Nip suicide plane

in her after cengine room and could make no way under hcr own power,
in tow and proceeded to San Pedro Bay.

February 6 = 18, 1945
At anchor in San Pedro Bay tending PT boats.

February 19 = 22, 1945

Steamed with a convoy consisting of 25 LSTs, 15 LSMs, 9 LCIs, 7 YMSs,
l PC, 1 APC and 3 SCs for Mangarin Bay, Mindoro. We were well load-
ed with base force personnel of squadrons 20 and 23 who we were to
tend at Palawan. On the morning of 21 February, 1945, the USS REN-
SHAW DD 499, one of the escorts of our convoy, was torpedoed by 2
Japancse submarine. She was hit in the forward firo room and con=-
sequently lost her power. Shc was on an cven kecl as the convoy
left her, leaving the USS SHAW DD 373 behind to protect her until a
tug was sent from Leyte to tow her back. No further contact with
the sub was cxperienced during the remainder of the trip.
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February 23 = 26, 1945

At anchor in Mangarin Bay, Mindoro, precparing for the imminont in-.
vasion of Palawan Island., The WILLOUGHBY wps assigned PT squadrons
20 and 23 to tend during this operation.

February 27 = March 1, 1945

Stecamed in convoy with 19 LSTs and 21 PT boats with four dcstroycrs
as cscorts for Puerto Princesa at Palawan Island. Upon arrival wc
found that the troops had landed the previous day alnost without op=-
position, and that our task force of cruiscrs and destroyecrs had
demolished Puerto Princesa secnding the cnenmy fleeing to thc hills,

March 2 ~ April 30, 1945

Spent two nearly uneventful months tending PT boats of Rons 20 and
23 in Puerto Princesa Harbor. On 4pril 28 and 4pril 30 the area
sustained o light enemy air roid with little danage done.

April 30 = May 1, 1945
Havin g been relieved by the USS MOBJACK of duty of tending PTs in
Puerta Princesa Harbor, ship steamed to PT Base 17 on Sanar Island.

M-ﬂ.y 2 - 10, 1945

This period was spent at various points in Leyte Gulf taking on
stores in preparation for the expected invasion of Brunei Bay in
British North Borneo.

May 11 = 12, 1945
Proceeded to Mangarin Bay, Mindoro Island, in conpany with 5 mer=-
chant ships and two DEs.

May 13 = June 4, 1945 /
Having been assigned squadrons 13 and 16 for the coming operation

et Brunel Bay, Borneo, this period was spent in making ready for the
operations

June 5 = 6, 1945 :
Steamed to Puerto Princesa, Palawan, where PTs were refuelod and
given minor repairs. #

June 7 = 10, 1945

Steamed from Puerto Princesa to Brunel Bay, Borneo. e rendezvoused
with the Brunei assault force in Balabac Straits on June 8 and pro-
ceeded for the rest of the trip in compar- with the entire force.

June 10, 1945
At 0615 in the morning the ship went .o general quarters in prepar=-’
ation for the assault phase of the strikes on Labuan Island, Muara
Island and Polompong Point. Shortly after going to general quart-
ers, & lone Japanese plane attacked the formation and dropped two
bombs which dropped harmlessly into the water. At 0805 the assault
ships comnenced the bombardment of Labuan Island and shortly after
0900 the initial landings were effected. Our supporting force con=-
tinued bombardment during this and ensuing days as needed.

|

i
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June 11 = 30,.1945

Servicod PT boats of Rons 13 and 16 opcrating from Brunei Bay. Ex-
perienced several cir alerts in the early part of the rionth and on
Jur: l4, thrce eneny planes actually entered the area. In the necun-
time heavy fighting was toking place on Labuan Island between troops
of the Australian Ninth Division and the Japanese.

July 1 = 10, 1945
Tended PT boats in Brunei Bay.

July 10, 1945
Shifted anchorage to Muara Island, Brunei Bay, the site of the ncw
PT base,

July 11 = August 23, 1945

Anchored at Muara Island. Continued to tend PT boats of Rons 13 and
16, PT boats ceased offensive operations on August 15, 1945, when
it was announced the Japenese had decided to accecpt the tcrris of the
Potsdam Declaration.

August 24 = 26, 1945
Steamed to Zanboanga, Mindanao, to take on dicsel fucle On Lingust
25 a Japanese horncd type nine was sighted and sunk with gunfirc.

Lugust 27 - 29, 1945
Returned to Muara Island in Brunei Bay., On .ugust 28 another horned
typc nminc was sighted and exploded with four rounds of 40 nmillimeter

firec.

Auvgust 30 = Septeribcr 8, 1945
Anchored off Muara Island tending PT boats.

September 9 = 11, 1945

Proccecded to Victoric Harbor where 308 troops of the lLustralian
Ninth Division were enbarkced on board along with 4O tons of stores,
On Scptember 10 got under way for Muara Tebas entrance to Kuching,
Sarawak, Borneo. Upon arrival troops were embarked upon PT boats
and other snell craft in area,

Septenber 12, 1945
Loaded 210 relcased prisoncrs of war aboard while our PTs continued

to support the Kuching landing operation.

Septenber 13 - 14, 1945
Steamed to Victoria Harbor, Brunei Bay, with released prisoners of

war, discharging then upon arrival,

September 15, 1945
Proceeded to Muara Island for purpose of servicing PT base and

boats there.

September 16, 1945
Anchored ot Muara Island.
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Septenber 17 - 19, 1945

Proceeded to Victoria where 353 Lustralian troops were loaded on
board and then proceeded again to Kuching entrance, Sarawak, where
the troops were disembarked and 201 former prisoners of war loaded
aboard.,

Septenber 19 - 20, 1945
Steanned to Victoria Harbor where former prisoners of war were dis-
cmbarked.

Septenber 21, 1945
Moored in Victoria Harbor, Brunei Bay.

Septenber 22 = 23, 1945

Loaded 203 Australian troops- on board and again proceeded to the
vieinity of Kuching, Sarawak, where the troops were disenbarked and
nore prisoners of war loaded aboard.

September 23 = 34, 1945
Steamed to Vietaria *arbor, discharged prisoners of war, and then
proceeded to usual ancharage off Muara Island.

September 25 -~ 28, 1945
In Brunei Bay making prcparations to go to Mindoro, Philippine
Islands.
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