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This report is based on . the infonnation obtained from the 
interrogation of twenty Korean 11 comfort f; irls 11 and two Jo.panese 
civilians captured around the tenth of .August , 19411 in the moppin~ up 
operations e.fter the fa ll of Myitkyina in Burma . 

The report shows how the Japanese recruited these Eorem1. 
11 comfort girls 11 

, the conditions under which they 1 i ved and worked, 
their r elations with and reaction to the J apanese soldier , and their 
understo.ndinr, of tho military situation . 

A 11 comfor t ;,irl11 is nothing mor e than a prostitute or 
"professional cGUnp follower11 attached to the Japanese Army for the 
benefit of the soldiers e The wor d 11 comfor t •r;irl 11 is peculiar to the 
Japanese . Other reports show the 11 comfort gir l.s 11 have been found 
wherever it was necessary for the Japanese Army to fight . This 
report however dea l s onl;;r with the Korean 11 comfort girl s " r ecruited 
by the Japanese and attached to their .Anny in 3urma . Tho Jo.panese 
are reported to have shipped some 703 of these c;irls to :aurHa in 1942. 

Early in May of 1942 Japanese ar;ents arrived in Korea for 
the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for " comfort service11 in newly 
conquered Japanese territories in Southeo.st ~sia . The nature of this 
11 service 11 vr2.s not specified but it W2.s o.ssurned to be wor k connected 
with visiting the wounded in hospital s , rolling bru1.dages , nnd 
generally iTlEI.kin[!; the so l diers happy . The induc er,J.ent used by these 

_agents we.s plenty of money, an opportunity to pay off the f21nily 
debts , easy_yrorlc , f:Uld the pr ospect of e. new lifo in a new l and -
S :Lngapore . On the ·oa ~ris -of- tl'Ie·s-e'"fa l se represent ation& P.mny ·i;i'rls 
enlisted for overseas duty and wer e rewarded with an c.dvance of e. 
few hundred yen . 

The majority of the girls were ignorant and uneducated, 
8.lthou:-;h a few had been connected with 11 ol dest profess ion on oarth11 

b efore. The contra ct they sip;ned bound them to .\rmy ro ; ula tio;.1.s and 
to worJ ' for the "house master" for a period of from six rnontl1s to a 
year depend in~ on tho family debt for which they were advanced Honey . 

Green Yellow 

Comp 
t S 

Magenta White 



2 

J.pproximately 800 of these r:; irls were re cru:i. tocl in this 
mam:.e r end they l anded with t~1oi r Japanese 11 house r·1astor11 ct Ran~;oon 

around Au:;ust 20th, 19<!:2 . Tho:r came in 2~ roups of from e i :· ht to 
twenty-two. From here they wero distributed to vari ous po.rts of 
Burma , usually to f a ir sized toWJ.'lS ncar Japanese Amy camps . 
Eventually four of thes e units reached the Myitkyina vicil'.i ty . ThEt­
were s Kyoei , Kinsui , Bakushinro , t>nd ;;r.omoya. The Kyooi house wc.s 
ca lled the "Maruyruna C lub11 , but was chanr;ed whon the r;i rls rc o.c..hed 
I1Iyi tl~rina as Col. Maruya.ma, cor.unander of. the garrison at L~'· itJr;yina , 

object ed to tho s:llnil arity to his naHe . 

PERSONALITY: 

Tho interrot;o.t ions sh ow the average I\oroan 11 comfort s irl11 

to be o.b out twenty five yoarc old , uneducated , childish, whi; ,tSical, 
and selfish. She is not pretty eithe r by J apcmo se or Cr.ucasL-t.n 
sta.nclo.rds. She j_s inclined to lJo egotistical ond likes to t alk 
about herself . Her attitude in f ront of strangers is quiet and 
demure , b ut she 11 lmows the- , wi l es of a woman . 11 She c l aims to 
dislike her " profession" and wou ld rather not t a lk either about it 
or her f a.rnily ,... -...ge caus.e of .th.e- kh1.cl. t:re a t 1.10n t shQ r ecoi ve e. , as a 
prisoner from .America.n soldiers a.t :Myitkyina ~omd Ledo , sho- f eGls 
that they are more emotional than Japanese soldiers. She is 
afraid of Chinese and I ndian t roops , 

LP!IEG AND WORKING CONDITIONS1 

I n l'tf itkyina the c;irls were usually qu artered in a l [lq;o 
tvro story house (usually a school building ) wit h a separ ate room 
for each (sirl. There each Girl lived, slep t, a.nd trJ.nso.cted 
business . In Myitky ina their f ood was prepared by and purchased 
from the "house master" as tl1.oy re ce i :ved no r egul a r ration from 
the Japanese Anrry . They lived in near-luxury in BunM. i n 
comparison to other pla.ces . This was especial l y true of their 
second year in Bu:rrna . They lived we ll bece.use their food and 
mater~al was not heavily r at ioned and they had p l enty of money 
with 1ilh ich to purchase desir ed art icles . They were ab l e to 
buy cl oth , shoes, ci:;arettes, a.nd cosmetics to supplEJJ,\Ont tho 
many r; ifts t;iven to th6!,1 by soldie r s who had r ece ived 11 comfort 
bags" from home , 

V'Jhile i n Burma they amused thems e lves by pa rticip ro.ting 
in sp orts events with both officers and men; and attf•nded 
picnics, entertai:nm.ents , and social dim10rs . They bad a l'hono­
£;r aph; and in the tovr.ns they wer e a llowed ito r;o shop/p in t~ . 

/ PRICE SYSTE~:~: 

/ 
Tho conditions under which they transafted busines s 

vzer~_r~:::~u la_!;~d p.y _the_ A:t]2W ~ and in con: e stod are/as ro ~~ulo~C,i_o. ~J S 
were strictly enforced . The EnnyTcil.iTld -rt· ne CDB(S3.1~'-':b.L-.cm-r~s-too 
areas t o i nsta ll a system of p rices , prioritios , a.nd schedules 
f or t hG v10trious units opera tin[: in a particular l1o.ccordi:1 ;~ 

to intorro:-;a.tions the e.ve re.. p;e system W f\ S as f 
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1. Soldiers 10 MI to 5 PM 1.50 yon to 30 r:tinutos 

2. NC Os 5 PF to 9 FM 3"100 yon to 10 r.1inut.os 
J.•.!. 

3. Officers 9 p~~:I to 12 PM 5.00 ~ren to 110 !"•J. inutos 

The:->8 ;-rero 0.verac:c prices in Cer-tn. l ?un:12. . Officers vrere o.llowcd 
to str.~- overni[~ht f or "b.wr:t y yerk . In ~:yitlc:,rina Col. Yaru~T'-TJ='­
slashcd tho prices to almost one-ha l f of tho avern.::;e p1~i c c . 

SC:::::EDUI.ES : ------ -----·-·' 
The soldiers often oomp lainod al)out con[~estion i n tl\0 

houses o On many occasions they were not served and ho.d to l e::~.vo 
as the anny vrs.s very strict o.'oout overstay in[~ le a ve. I;:1 orclc;r to 
over come this p rcb l er.1 t~·1e ~\nn7 set n. sido cert ain days f u. certain 
unl -cs . Usually tvro r.1on from t he unit for the day were sta tio~1cd 
at the house to idel'lti:f'y soldiers o A r ovinG HP wc,s ZLlso oa lv11d 
to koer order . Follovrin ::.; is the s chedu l e used lJ~' tho;

1
l\:yot..Ji

11
l1ouse 

f or the various units of the 18th Div isior!. whi l e at l _ayJ,lYO S 

Sunday ------··-·- 18th Dive Hdqs . St aff 
Monday - ·· ··-----~ -· Cavall7 
Tue sday - ··--·----·· Enr:;incers 
Wednesday ------- Day off and wc; ekly physical t:xcu-n. 
Thursday --·· - · ·-- ~ Medics 
Friday --·--------- ~.:'ountain artillery 
Saturday ·-----·--- Transport 

Offi ce rs vwre a llovrod to como s even nie;ht s a week . The [; irls 
comp l ained that oven with tho schedu le conces tion wa s so ::;r oe.t t hat 
t hey could not care for all gttests, thus c ausinc,~ ill feE- l in;_; o.mon:::; 

many o? tho soldiEJrs. 

Soldiers would. come to the houoe , pay the price and r:;ot 
ti cket s of c~.;.rdlloard about two inctos square with the l' rico on 
tho loft side Dild the namo of tho house on tho other s iclo. Each 
soldier's idonti ty or r o.nk vro.s then establisi1ccl aft er vrhic;·~ he 
11 too~~ his turn in linc11 • The e;irls wore a llowed t he p rero ~·;at ivo 
of r ofus in:; a customer . This was often done i f tho person ·wore 

too drunk . 

PiS AFD LIVING COHDIT IONS: 
.. - .. ... - ....... ·--- .. -- - - -~--- · ... .... -- ·· ---· 

The 11 h ouse mn.ster11 received fift~r to s Bcty per c oilt of 
tho :;irls' gross oCJ.rn:t.nc;s dopcnd:l.nr; on :1ow l!ll).ch of a dol~t G'::.Ch 
r;irl hc.cl incurred whvn she sir:;ned hoi· contrc,ct . Thir; i·l.co.nt t~1o.t 
in illl. avE:rac;e nontl' e, c;irl would ::;r oss :.'..bout f ifteen hu.cdrc;cl ~·e:l. . 
Sne turned over sev0a hundred o.nd f i f t y to t ho il mastor". J'.>ro.~r 
111,tc,stcrs11 made lifo v er;,r difficult for t~10 c: irls by c:12.r r~in : · tl1o:r: 
hi[~h prices for f ood o.nd other articles. 

In tho l a tt cr p o.rt of 1913 the .\rmy issued orclcrs that 
cortC\.in c; irls who h2d paid their deb t cou l d r etur n ilOWJ. Sm.tu of 
the :;irls ,,mre thus a llowed to ruturr. t o Korea . 

The intorro L:.::..t ions furt~~wr shmr that tho h0o.lth of these 
G;irls vr0.s c;ood. Tl1<e were vrol l sup plied with 2.ll typ es of 
contracuptives, c.nd oft.sn so l liors ·;roulrl brin·. their O\TD which 
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had been supplied by the army· . They were vw ll trained in lookinc; 
after both themselves and customers in the matter of h~r :~cino . A 
re_,u l e"r Japanese 4\rrny doctor visited the houses once a vro .;J: and 
s.ny .::; irl found diseased was given treatment , secluded , and even-~ 
tu2.. ll~r sent to e. hospital . This same procedure was carried on 
within the ranl;:n of the Army itself, but it is intcres tin :,; to 
note that a soldier did n ot lose pay durint; the period he vras 
confined . 

REJ.CT IO~~s TO J.APANESE SOLDIERS ; 

In their relations with the Japanese officers nnd ;non 
only two names of any consequence ca.11e out of interro c~ations . 

They vrere those of Col . Maruyama , co:rmnander of the garrison at 
~!.yitlcy-i:1.a, and Maj . Gen . Mizuke,;mi , who brought in reinforcomE:mts . 
Tho two were exact opposites . Tho former was hard , selfish and 
r0pulsive ·with no consideration for his men; the latter a ~;ood , 

kind man and a fine soldier , with the utmost consideration for 
those who worked under h:lln . The Colonol was a constant hai)itue 
of the houses vvhile the General was never known to have visited 
them . With the fall of ~.~yitkyina , Col . l\Iaruyama supposedly 
deserted while Gen . Mi zukamiu committed suicide because he could 
not evacuate tho men •" 

SOLDIERS' REACT IONS: 

The average Japanese sol dier is eabar r assed about beinr.; 
seen in a " comfort house" accor ding to one of tho c; ir l s who said , 

11 whcn the place is packed he is apt to be ashamed if he h 8.S to 
wait in line for his tur n". However there were numerous 
in.stances of propose.l s of marr iage and in certain cases marriac;es 
actun.lly took place . 

All the ~irl s agr e ed that the worst officers and men 
who came to see thcmt were those vrho were drunk end leavinc; :fbr the 
front the following day . But all likewise agreed that ev-on though 
v ery drunk the Japa:1.esG soldier never discussed military matters 
or secrets with them o Thour;h the girls· mir.;ht start the conversa-· 
tion £',bout some milite"r;;r m8.tter the officer or enlisted man wou l d 
not talk, but would in fa c t " scold us for discussing such un- l ady 
like subjects . Even Col . Maruyama when drunk would never discuss 
such matters ." 

The soldiers vrould often express how much thej enjoyed 
receiv:tn:; magazines , letters and newspD.j,Jers from hom\) . They e.lso 
mentioned the receipt of 11 comfort ba ;;s 11 filled with canned r;oods 1 

ms.c;e.~~ inc s, soap , handkerchiefs , toothbrush , miniature /loll , 
lipstick, and vrooclen clogs . The lipstick and clot;s e 
definitc..ly feminine and the Girls couldn ' t unders tho 
people at home vrere sending su ch articles . They sp cul2-.ted tl1at 
the se:.1der could only havE; had themselves or the 11 .ative r~irls 11 

in Hind . 

REACTIOl~ TO THE MILITARY SITUi .. TION: 

It appeers that the;y knevr va ry little ab 
s i tu2.t ion around Myi tkyina even up to and includ in~; 
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their retreat and capture . There is however some i:nfon;:ation 
worth noting: 

11 In the 
a'c.,out tv:o hundred 
hundred to defend 

initi a l attack on lV~zritkyine. and the ~i:r strip 
Japanc,se died in battle, le a-,rinG c..bout two 
the town . .t-\.nununi tion was v ery low. 

c I 

11 Col. M:aruyams. dispersed his r·:ler:. . Durin ? the fo llowin ~; 
days the enemy were shooting haphazardly evel"JWhore. It vras a wasta 
sh1co they didn 1 t Se l..im to aim e.t any particular thint;. The 
Japanese soldiers on the othur hand had orders to :Pir one shot 
e.t a time and only when t hey were s u re of a hit. " 

Before the enemy attacked on the west air stl·ip , 
soldiers stationed around Myitkyina were dispatched olsuvrt1ere 
to ston-t the .Allied attack in the North and West . About four 
hundred men were left behind, larse ly from the l l4th Re :;iment . 
Evidontly Col . Ma ruyama did not expect the town to be attacked. 
Lo..tor Maj . Gen . Mizuk:ami of the 56th Division brouGht in 
reinforcements of more than tvvo r ogirnents but these were u.lla.ble 
to hold the town . 

It was the concensus mnong the s irls that Allied 
1Jom1)in:;s were :L.YJ.tense and fri ght ening and becn.use of them they 
spent most of their la.st days in foxholes . One or two even 
carried on work there . The comfort houses were bom'ood and 
several of the girls were wounded and killed . 

RE.!_REAT AtJD CAPrDR~ .. : 

The story of the retre at and final capture of the 
11 comfort girls 11 is somewhat vague and confused in their own 
minds. From various reports it· appears that the following 
occurred : on the night of July 31st a party of sixty three 
p cop lo includin[; the 11 comfort ;:_;irls 11 of three houses (B aJ.m-· 
shinro we.s merged with Kinsui) , fDJnilios, a.11d helpers , started 
o.cross the Irrawaddy River in small boats . They eventually 
landed somevmere near Waingmaw. They stayed there until 
;~.uc;ust 4th, but never entered Wah1e;maw., From thero they 
followed in thepa th of a group of soldiers until Ausust 7th 
when there was a skirmish with the enemy a..'1d the party split 
up . The girls were ordered to follow tho soldiers aft er a 
three hour inter vaL They did this only to find thmnsolvos on 
the bank of a river with no sir;n of the soldiers or any meruJ.s 
of cross inc;. They remained in a nearby house until Auc~v.st lOth 
vvhen they wero captured by Kacb.in soldiers led by an Enc;lish 
officur. They were taken to Myitl0Jina and then to tho Ledo 
stockade where the 1nterrogations 'V'Jhich form the basis of this 
r~;ort took place . 

PROPAGAI'JD.A.: 
·~--~·- _ ... ----

Tho girls knew practically nothin::; of any propa:~.o..nda 
leaflets that had been used ac;ainst the Japanese . The~' had sewn 
e. few leaflets in the h9.nds of the soldiers but ::.1ost of theH 
were unable ·t;o understand them as they were in Jc.\paneso m1.d the 
soldiers refused to discuss them with the e~ irls. One i~ irl 
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r cmcn'Jcr c.. d t: ~o l ez,f l ct ".bout Col. l'c ru:r2r:1.tJ. ( c. pp0.rc.: tl~· it vr::.s 
l i~>-it' ::y ino. Troop .. ~ppeo.l), but she did not bol i uvo it. other s hc..,_rd 
the soldiers discuss in:; lo .~ ·nets fro;r:t t:i.Jnc to tiHc 'out ;_:co t;-- n·; i'Jlc 
rcL! . .-•rl-:s resulted fror11. t h8ir er-.ve sdroppinc . I-Io·;revcr it is intcrust · 
in~: to note tlvt one of:;:'icer expr0 s sed the viovr tlr.t il J .--..;;::.i.l C2..>.1 ' t vria 
this wr.x". 

RECWESTS: 

None of t he sirls e.ppcrued to hc_vc ho o.r d tho loudspec:ckur 
used a t l\ly itl'0rina , but they did ovcrhcv.r tho soldiGrs Hcnt ioi.1 " 
"r c~d i o b roadca st11 

• 

They o.sJ:cd t hr. t l eafl ets tt.llin:, of the; cc:c:c t uro of t ho 
11 Comfo rt girls" s houlu not be used f or i t would cndo.~<,cr the lives 
of other t;irls i f the i .. r my ~G1GVT of the ir captur<.- . T~18~" dicl. thin~: 
it WOUld be 0. :jOOd idc r. to utililW the f o.ct 0::' tl:0 ir Cc.ptur o i n CllY 
droppings p l anned :f'or lCoroa. 
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Follotrin ~, r.ru tho nc~ncs of tho twenty I\o r C-"'-"1 11 confort 
.;irls 11 e11d the tvro J np2116SC ci-v-ili ::ns i n t orr v,2.t cd to o1Jt;.ia tho 
i nfo rr;w. tion usod i n t h is r(;p ort. The Koru0.n nm<tC..S ~rc 

phonE- t iciz 6d . 

N.:JviE 

l. Shin Jyun Hi rai 
2. Kok Yon j c. 
3. Pccll Yonj a 
4. Chinsa Chunto 
s. Chun Yanj u 
6 . Ki m I:T.:mju 
7. Kim Yon j a 
8. Ki m Ken j c, 
9. Ki m Senni 

10. Kim Kun Sun 
11. Kim Chongi 
12. Pf.'. Kij c. 
13. Chun Puny i 

14 . Koke Sunyi 

15. Yon 1~~uji 

16. Opu Ni 
17. Ki n Tonhi 
lB. Ha Tonyo 
19. Old Sons 
20. Kim Gup tosc 

J apane s e C i vil i ::ms t 

l. Ki tamura.,_ Tomiko 
2 .. II Eibun 

:~Gb 

21 
28 
26 
21 
27 
25 
19 
25 
21 
22 
26 
27 
21 

21 

31 
20 
20 
21 

J 
20 
21 

38 
41 

~J)DRbSS 

I(E, ish onnndo, Si1i ns hu 
11 S2cl1 ZClTC' O, Yu:1<. i 
11 Sh i n shu 

KG isho~lolrudo , T;- i kyu 
K6 ish onwdo, ShL1s lm 
KE- ishohkudo , T -.i b.,ru 

n 11 

Ke ish on<>Jldo, 
II 

II 

II 

11 

It 

, ICur,l'Jo!::u 
T :<H:yu. 
ShL1shu 

II 

II 
ICn:yomon 11ur 2, 

](r_nJo, S oki~ o121 

i lG, Kyu Ruri 
Hei a:on::::ndo,. Ho ijo 

If " 

Kcik ido, Ke ijo 
tl II 

Keishohokudo, T Qik0~ 
Zcn r o.nondo 1 Ko s hu 

Kt., ikido, KG ijo 
n 11 
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DISTREUTION . ---- ---- .. .- --- ~-- ..... -""~ ... .- . 

OVii-· Dolhi . . . ... • ' < 22 

0\II·- Chun~:k in£~ . . . . . . ... 2 

Shulner:. fer Col. PoGr s . . . ... 1 

ShulElf'~1 for Col. Stilwell . . . ••• 1 

l 

Hr l 0, OWI - .,ir LL: isoa 0 •• 1 

Col. Hcyn(; • 0 • •• 0 l 

Of fic (; of Po l ClCo. ~• V lSon:: - • • • 1 . J • 1 · d · Dcl 1!1l. 1 

. . . . . . ... 2 

Co.p t. Ghnn . . . ... 1 

Stnff circulat ion • •• . .. l 

File • • q ~ ' . . . . . . . 0 •• ... l 

.. 
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