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PREFACE ¢
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This report is based on the infomation obtained from the
interrogation of twenty Korean "comfort girls" and two Japanese
civilians captured around the tenth of August, 1944 in the mopping up
operations after the fall of Myitkyina in Burma.

The report shows how the Japanese recruited these Korecan
"ecomfort girls", the conditions under which they lived and worked,
heir relations with and reaction to the Japanese soldier, and their
understanding of the military situation.

A Ycomfort ¢irl" is nothing more than a prostitute or
"professional camp follower" attached to the Japanese Army for the
benefit of the soldiers, The word "comfort =irl" is peculiar to the
Japanese, Other reports show the "comfort girls" have been found
wherever it was necessary for the Japanesec Army to fight. This
report however deals only with the Koreen "comfort girls" recruited
by the Japanese and attached to their Army in Burme. The Japanese
are reported to have shipped some 703 of these girls to Burma in 1942.

RECRUITING

Early in May of 1942 Jepanese agents arrived in Korea for
the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for “comfort service" in newly
conquered Japanese territories in Southeast Asia. The nabure of this
"service"” wes not specified but it wes assumed to be work connected
with visiting the wounded in hospitals, rolling bandages, end
generally making the soldiers happys The inducement used by these
agents was plenty of money, an opportunity to pay off the femily
debts, easy work, and the prospect of a new life in a new land =
Singaporé. On the basis of these false representations many Tirls
enlisted for overseas duty end were rewarded with an advance of a
few hundred yen.

The majority of the girls were ignorant and uneducated,
elthoush a few had been connected with "oldest profession on earth"
before. The contract they signed bound them to Army regulations and
to worl: for the "house master" for a period of from six months to a
year depending on the family debt for which they were advanced money.




Approximately 800 of these pgirls were recruited in this
manner end they landed with their Japanese "house master' at Ranzoon
around August 20th, 1942, They came in groups of from eight to
twenty-two. From here they were distributed to various parts of
Burme, usually to fair sized towns near Japanese Amy camps.
Eventually four of these units reached the Myitkyina vicinity. They
weres Kyoei, Kinsui, Bakushinro, ond Momoye. The Kyooil house weas

alled the "Maruysma Club", but was changed when the girls reached
Myitlyyina as Col, Maruysma, commander of the garrison at liritlkyina,

as ®

objected to the similarity to his name.

PERSONALITY:

The interrogations show the average Korecan "eomfort ;irl"
to be about twenty five years old, uneducated, childish, whimsical,
and selfish, She is not pretty either by Japanese or Ceucasian
stendards. She is inclined to be egotistical and likes to talk
ebout herself, Her attitude in front of strangers is quiet and
demure, but she "knows the, wiles of a woman." She claims to
dislike her "profession" and would rather not btallk either sboubt it
or her  family.--Because of the.lkind treatment she recgived-asa
prisoner from American soldiers ot Myitkyine end Ledo, she feels
that they are morec emotional than Japanese soldiers. She is
afraid of Chinese and Indian troops.

In Myitkyina the girls were usually quartered in a large
two story house (usually a school building) with a separatc room
for each girl., There each girl lived, slept, and transacted
business . In Myitkyina thelr food was prepared by and purchased
from the "house master as they received no rogular ration from
the Japanese Army. They lived in near-luxury in Burme in
comparison to other placese. This was especially true of their
second year in Buma. They lived well because their food and
material was not heavily rationed end they had plenty of money
with which to purchase desirecd articles, They were able to
buy cloth, shoes, cigarettes, and cosmetics to supplement the
many pifts given to them by soldiers who had received "comfort
bags" from home.

While in Burma they amused themselves by participating
in sports events with both officers and men; and attemnded
picnics, entertaimments, and social dinners. They had a phono-
graph; and in the towns they were allowed %o go shoppings.
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PRICE SYSTEM: ;
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The conditions under which they transagited business
were repulated by the Armmy, and in congested aregs regulations
were strictly'enfa}ieat'mfﬁzmﬁ?ﬁf"Tdﬁﬁd“Tt‘neoo#%zr?“&ﬁf%%w;@sted
areas to install a system of prices, prioritics,| and schedules
for the various units operating in a particular (arsa. According
to interrogations the everage system wes as
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These were averazc prices in Central Burma. Officers \Wwers 21llowed
to stay 2] o4 itkyina Cols I
slashed the prices the averagzge pricc.
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SCHEDULES ¢

The soldiers often complaincd about congestion in the
houses. On many occasions they were not served and hed to leave
as the army wss very strict ghout oversbaying leave. Ta order to

overcome this preblem the Amy set aside certain days fcs ki
units. Usually two men from the unit for the day were stationed

ot the house to identify soldiers. A roving MP was also on hend
to keep order. Following is the schedule used by the'Kyoeihouse
for the various units of the 18th Division while at Liaymyos

Sunday ==m-==--= 180h Dive Hdgse. Staff

Mondey | wemmem—ime~ Cavalry

TUESAaY = mmme==- Bngineers

Wodnesday ====--= Day off and weekly physical exam.
Thursday ==-=--~-- Medics

Priday o smemem s Vountain artillery

Seturday w-—=—--- Transport

Officers were allowed to come sevon nights a wecks The girls
complained that -cven with the schedule congestion was SO great that
they could not care for all guests, thus causing 111l feeling emong
many of the soldiers.

Soldiers would come to the house, pay the price and got
tickets of cardboard about two inches square with the pricc on
the left side and the neame of the house on the other side. Bach
soldier's idenbity or rank was then sstablished aftor which he
Mool his turn in line", The girls were allowed the prerogative
of refusing a customer. This was often done if the person Were
too drunke

PAY_AND LIVING CONDIT TONS

The "house master" received Lifty to sixty
the irls! gross earnings depending on how much of a
zirl hed incurred when she siged her contracte. This
in en average month & girl would gross aboub fifteen hundred jen.
8ho turned over seven hundred and fifty to the "master".
it ?

nasters? made life wery difficult for the girls by charging them

high prices for food and other articles.

Tn the latter part of 1943 the Army issued ordors that
certain girls who had paid their dobt could return homc. Somc of
the zirls were thus allowed to return to Korea.

The interrogations further show that the health of these
pirls was good. They were well supplied with all types of
ves, =nd often soldicrs wrould bring their ovwn which

contracopt
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had been supplied by the army., They were WGll trained in looking
after both themselves and customers in the matter of hygeine. A
re ular Japanese Army doctor visited the houses once a weok and
ny zirl found diseased was given treatment, secluded, end even-
tually sent to a hospital. This same procedure was G'trl"l"d on
within the ranks of the Army itself, but it is inberesting to
note that a soldier did not lose pay during the period he was
confined s

RELCTIONS TO JAPANESE SOLDIERS:

In their relations with the Japanese officers and men
only two nemes of any consequence came out of inbterrogations.
They were those of Cole Maruyama, conmander of the pgarrison at
Myitleyina, and MajeGen. Mizukami, who brought in reinforcements.
The two were exact opposites. The former was hard, selfish and
repulsive with no consideration for his men; the latler a good,
kind man and a fine soldier, with the utmost consideration for

hose who worked under him, The Colonel was a constant habibue
the houses while the General was never lmown to have visited
theme With the fall of Myitkyina, Cole Maruyama supposedly
deserted while Gen., Mizukamiv committed suicide because he could
not evacuate the men

SOLDIERS' REACTIONS:

The average Jepanese soldier is embarrassed about being
seen in a “ecomfort house" according to one of the girls who said,
"when the place is packed he is ept to be ashamed if he has to
wait in line for his turn". However there were numerous
instances of proposals of marriage and in certain cases marriages
actually took places

All the pirls agreed that the worst officers and men
wlio came bo see them were those who were drunk snd leaving BHr the
front the following dey. But all likewise agreed that even though
very drunk the Japanese soldier never discussed military matters
or secrets with thems Though the girls might start the conversa-
tion ebout some military metter the officer or enlisted man would
not talk, but would in fact "scold us for discussing such un-lady
like subjects. Even Col. Maruyama when drunk would never discuss
such matters." 5

The soldiers would often express how much they enjoyed
receiving magazines, lebtters and newspapers from home., They also
mcntloned the receipt of Ycomfort bags' filled with camned goods,
megerines, soap, handkerchiefs, Loovnor,sh miniature ﬁoll,
llpsblck, and wooden clogse ' The lipstick and clogs were
definitely feminine and the girls couldn't understangl why the
people at home were sending such articles. They spgculated 1°t
the sender could only have had themselves or the “"native pgirls"
in mind.

BEJ‘;._C?}.O: ‘__L_O_ T :E I\ IL;[;[.;};R“)_ _S_I_T_ Iiahl“lOT\T'
the military

It appeers that they lmew very little aboRt
the time of

situation around Myitkyina even up to and including
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their retreat and capture. There is however some information
worth notings

"In the initial attack on Myitkyina and the @ir strip
about two hundred Japancse died in battle, leaving about two
hundred to defend the town. Ammunition was very lowle

"0ole Maruyame dispersed his During the following
days the enemy were shooting haphazardly everywhere., | It was a wastc
ince they didnt't seem to aim et any particular things The
Jepanese soldiers on the other hand hed orders to fir one shot
gt a time and only when they were sure of a hit."

Before the enemy attacked on the west air strip,
soldiers stationed around Myitkyina were dispatched elscwhere
to stem the Allied attack in the North and West. About four
hundred men were left behind, largely from the 1l4th Reziment.
Evidently Col. Maruyama did not expect the town to be attacked,
Later Maje Gen. Mizukemi of the 56th Division brought in
reinforcements of more than two regiments but these were unable
to hold the town.

It was the concensus among the girls that Allied
bombings were intense and frightening and because of them they
spent most of their lest days in foxholes. One or two even
carried on work there. The comfort houses were bombed and

several of the girls were wounded and killed,

RETREAT AID CAPTURE

The story of the retreat and final capture of the
"eomfort girls" is somewhat vague and confused in their owm
minds. PFrom various reports it- sppears that the following
occurreds on the night of July 3lst a party of sixly three
people including the "comfort girls" of threc houses (Baku-
shinro was merged with Kinsui), families, and helpers, started
scross the Irrawaddy River in small boats. They eventually
landed somewhere necar Weingmew. They stayed there until
Aupust 4th, but never entered Waingmewe, From there they
followed in thepath of a group of soldiers until August Tth
when there was a skirmish with the enemy and the party split
upe The girls were ordered to follow the soldiers after a
three hour interval., They did this only to find themselves on
the bank of a river with no sign of the soldiers or any means
of crossinge They remeined in a nearby house until August 10th
when they were captured by Kachin soldiers led by an BEnglish
officers They were taken to Myitkyina and then to the Ledo
stockade where the interrogations which form the basis of this
report took place.

PROPAGAITDA s

The girls knew practically nothing of any propazanda
leaflets that had been used against the Japanese, They had scen
a few leaflets in the hands of the soldiers but most of them

were uncble to understand them as they were in Japanese and the
soldiers rcfused to discuss them with the girls., Ome girl
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remenbercd the leaflet about Col. Meruyama (apparently it wes
My itlyina Troop Appeal), but she did not believe it. Others heard
1 -
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the soldiers discussing le~flets from time to time but ne tanjible
renarks resulted from their eavesdropping. Howecver it is intores®t-

.L.‘j ~

ing to mote that one officer expresscd the view that "Japan can't win

this war" .

REQUESTSs

None of the girls sppoared to have heord the loudspealor
used at Myitlyina, but thoy did overhear the soldiecrs mention o
“"radio broadcast",

They asked that leaflets telling of the capture of the
% Comfort girls" should not be used for it would endanzer the lives
1ew of their capbure. They did think

of other girls if the Lrmy | 5
it would be a mood idea to utilize the fact of their copture in any

55

droppings planned for Korea,
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LPPENDIX "A
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Fecllowin: are the nemes of tho twonty Korenn "econfort
sirls" end the two Japenmese civilisns interrogated tolobtain the

information used in this report.

phoneticized.

l. Shin Jyun Fimi
2+« Kol Yonie
3, Pen Yonja
4, Chinga Chunto
5. Chun Yonja
6, Kim Nenju
7« Kim Yonja
8. Kim Kenja
9, Kim Senni
10. Kim EKun Sun
11, Kim Chongi
12, Pa Kije
13. Chun Punyi

14. Koke Sunyi

16, Yon Muji
16, Opu Ni

17+ Kin Tonhi
18« Ha Tonye
19. O0ki Song
20. ¥im Guptoge

Jepenese Civiliansg

l., Kitamura.,- Temiko
e B Eibwn

21

31
20
20
21
20
21

38
41

The Korcon names arc

+DDRLSS
Keishonando, Shinshu
" Sanzenp6, Yuhai
it

Shiushu

Ke¢ishohokudo, Tnilzru

Keishonando, Shinshu

Keishohkudo, Toilga
i 1

Keishonando, Iasan
Tunbola

1]

" Tailru

e Shinshu

" il

" Keisen Gui,
Kazromen Mura

it 17

Sekibolku
e, Kyw Ruri
Heiannando, Heijo '
1t 1
Keikido, Keijo
it "
Keishohokudo, Taikyu
Zenranando, Koshu

Keikido, Keijo
i i
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