. HEADCUJARTERS .

U. S, STRATEGIC BO'BING SURVEY
o (PLCIFIC)
¢ ‘ 4LPO #234,
. c/o PO\STI‘MSTER SLN Frml\rcxsco

INTERROGATION NO. ._ 516 . ' PLACE: 'TOKYO.
‘ ; ‘ DATE:, 29. November 1045.

Division of Origin: Filitery hnelysis, Ground Brénch,
Subjects Invasion of Java by 16th Army,
‘Personnel‘interraguted end hackground of escht

Mejor, . Genersl TAKASHIMA, Tstsuhiko, who was on staff of 16 th Army
from November 1941 to May 1942, during whichk time tre invesion of
Jeva was cccomplished, For furtter detsil on background sece. 1nterro—
_getion of seme officer dated 24 November 1945. '

Where interviéwed- Room 238, MaiJi Building
Interrogatojr:‘ Cclnnel Js F. Rodenl'uusar.
Iﬁtefpretér: 'Lt‘{jg) MeCoy,

. SUl ”RLR'I

Generzl TnKhSFI’A could produq* no documsnts on the suchct and gave
ell deteils and facts from memory, - outlined tre routes followed by the
various invgsion forces in tke approzclt to Jeva, T}e main Torce wgs, under
tre command of Lt-Genersl Imsmurz, who later set up Youdquurters at
Batavie, Jeva, Tre totel stremgth of tte invasion forces wes 50, 000 with
the main force comprising some 20 000 of ttis nurbor.

Singa porb fell wkllo tke force wes nrout@ to Jove; Fence, in order
to move faster off-lozded its resvy-equipment et rear’arez bases while en-
route, Hesvy opposition wes not--expected, s Sinsapare fell s montk eszrlisr
then Fed beén expected. Beceuse of weether conditions the Jeve nperation
was behind schedule, Invasion wes mede without having initiel neutrelization
of eir fields on Jave; hence, received sir sttarks, Just before the main
force msde landings it lost four (4) transports to tre righ speed torpedo
bosts of tke Dutch Fleet, Tre ship on which Genersl Imemure weas loczted
was sunk, but the Generzl was saved., However some of tis staff was lost
zlong with tle Propzgenda Teams whrick were considered of grest importence
in winning over the 45 million peeple in Java, '

The lending was mede on 1 Mareh 1942 ond by 7 March 1942 tbe'pfin;
cipal citiés end areus of Jeve bhed been ceptured, -Very little ammunition
was expended in tre week of fighting.

Genersl Tokasbime ststed thet the 16th irmy trought trat the plan was
to seize tre important oil areas of tte Indies tren negntlatlon with the
United Ststes would follow witt Japsn getting oil concessions in these zrees
after whichk the Jepanese would witkdraw, However, Tojo end Fis group on their
own initistive went shead witl the idee of permsnently rolding suchk zreas
as Jave, Generel Tekastire states thut &s tte convoy approached Jave it
sighted the USS EOUSTON'S presence indicated that negotistions with thre
United Ststes Yed slreedy been consiicted and tret they were returning
to their originsl bases witteut taving to invede Jeve, He Frad no idss that
2 nsvel engogement was in progress, as redis silence wes being strictly
observed, .ot

Q. Whst were your duties in tre 16th Army?

A 1 was.Ckieflof'Operations, ineluding Air Intelligence end Propegenda,
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INTERROGATION NO. ,6 o L

Q.

He

7

Q.

Describe tre evenfé.leading;pﬁltb‘the.éétual invasion of Jave,

I rave no documents, as they were ‘lost in tte Air Reids on Tokyo; so
I skall heve to speck from memory ohly. Wel haed e total force of
approximately 50,000 troops, some 20,000 of threm comprising thke main

' face, Genersl Imemurs wes in commsnd. Therg were seversl different

routes followed by tre verious forces in the approach to Jave. The
48th Division wes pulled out of tre Philippines fighting end assigned
to tte 16th 4rmy; it landed finally at Soersbeya,.The 38tk Division
which wes to occupy Fongkong wes sent from Chins down to participete
in tre invasion. The mein forcé csma down by, wey Gemeropn tp Palembung
and finclly Retavia, where its readquarters were set up. Sihgepore”
had fzllen & month eerlier thoh eéxpected; .so it:was.decided to speed

~.up: Jeye; operstion, The eliminstion of Sinrzpore took away tre threbt
- of tke British; sp we expected very little opposition te our move to

Javu., We stdppeﬂ_ypHVariqﬁb ‘Tesar ardbxbaSes‘apduaffelcuded'dur;haavy
equipment, horses.and‘qagpns'sd'tbst'weicduldxtqavelrligbter_énd fast-
er. Our attack on Jave was & bit lsterittan plenned, beciusg we ted tad
weather which deleyed us, "e sterted the landing operztinns ehout 1
March 1642, cnd were sttacked b cireréft from sgeret fields on Javes
end by higk speed torpede boots of the Dutck Fleet, The letter sank
four of our transports, Lt=Generél' Imemire.wes-ubnard.eone of them, but
he wes ssved, We lost some of his stuff end tre Propegende tesams,

This wes particulirly bad, @s we stteched greit: irpertance to the pror-
agcnde wrich was to he sturted immedictely to influence tre 45 mill-
ion penple »f Jouva, Tre trunsperts trus were principally Headquurters

- Ships and cerried mostly perscnnel. By !"erch 4tr we rad located &nd

put out of operation the secret lending fields znd received no rore

.gir sttacks, Oppositicn to' cur léhding wes very light, and we expended

very -emsll emounts§ of equiprent .&nd smrunitien. :We captured Java by
by 7th of Merek; so it 'didn't toke very tuch :efforty ‘ i

Where were yhﬁr'mﬁin‘éﬁppiy bases*set-ﬂputahpfqvide‘sﬁppnft?‘ ';:

Ammunition end rice were to come from Jupshi Tre other.bsses were in

:Formosg; Cemeroon, Batavis &nd. Scershaya. 1 was: only in Jeve until
May-1942;. so, don't know wret hsppened after tist,

¥as the 16th a'ﬁell?equipped, well-trained-army?ﬁj

Yes, it was comﬁosed of crack traops from Yahasfita in Shingapore
gnd the l4th Army in tre Prilip;ines. .:* :

vere there $h§ plans fer furtﬁer expsnsion beyond Jave end Timor?

We considered it nscessury to ge to Pert Derwin to hold Juve, but we

-+did pet plan to dn 1t, '

Why not?

TR

General Steff Hegdquarters in Tokyd. seid: "naM.

-.Wken diﬂ you get trat order from Genele Feadquarﬁeré?,

'Pﬁé&iﬁly after I left ‘in Mey., We were prepered to mgve;,wé_}ad even
mede & study of the government in New Celedonie; es we rad considered

.. going ttrere. ton for nickel, Tris was pgiven up no doubt.due to 'z lack

of ships. We were not sllewed to express our opinions, but we trought
that after we red token' tre Netberlends Eest-Indies we would be ehle

tn negotiste for nil with- the United States and tken wittdrew, However
Tojn and ris group nn their own went shecd. Thre reeson I trink tris

is beczuse, when our trensports were approsching Java under navy escort
and tre USS ECUSTON wss sighted, tFe transports reversed treir course

. snd readed bagk in tre direction from wrich we tzd come, We in the
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Qe

L

army throught that negotistions with tre United Steotes tad elready
been completed end trat we weuld not have to go on to Jave,. We did
not know tret trere was s ses bettle in progress. Tre fact trat the
Britist et Singapore end tre hmericens in tre Philippines werc he-
ing defested influenced our trinking that. negotistinps tad perbeps
been effected. lfany of tre army penple witl whom I tad telked in
Crina in 1640 felt thet fighting in the Prilippines wes. unavoidsble
in order to prpfide.bases for the soutbern movement, ‘

Fow repidly did you pursue the developrent of tre resources .of Java
and their shiprent to Japen? “ : :

While I wes thers, we were unsble to do anything beczuse destruction
by thke Duteh of the Palembeng refineries would toke a year {c repgir.
Tte nil was ectuslly flowing inte the sea from tle rills, but we
were unsble t4 send it to Japen, o

To wrzt extent did you fortify and improve tre d2fanses of Jeve for
werding off poss?ble‘crunter-attack from us? )

We just kad plans to put up bsrbed-wire &s & shere barrier.
Why didn't you go sheed end provide furtrer defenses?

I believe Becsuse GHQ did not consider tre United Stetes. capgble of
making a full scule sttack for sometime, Trke men buck &t GHQ in
Tokyo were incepsble of muking plens for over-ell strategy, Tris was
beczuse z1l-~f tre cipsble officers had been gotten aut of Tokyn and
replaced witk incompetent nfficers of ,limited experience. '

Why didn't GHQ decide to-press on tkrnugF New Guinez end the Solomens?

The sreas were divided between tre ermy and tte nevy. The navy wes
respensible for everything west of Timor, Wa;didn't breve:enough men
to occupy tre islsnds, It weuld rove hzen imprssible in view of

Crins and tle pessibility of Russis from & men=-power reint of view,
We considered it bost tn mske diplomatic overtures to U,S, efter tre”
Jeve conquest,

How snnn after Marck 1 did you concentrete air power and gein control’
of tre &ir?

e tad eentrol of the ¢ir when we londed end ted cleasred all of tke *

secret fields by March 4.

Tret levels of supplies did yru Fave in your deprts et tre tire ~f
tke invesion of Jeva? 7 ' :

Ve Yrad one montk of supplies under old cnnception- only one week under
modern métrads of fighting. ‘ :

Pow much in the wey of supplics did tte troop% sctuelly rave with

. trem?

Sufficient for onz week. Ezct soldier red two days of rice, twn days
of bread and one full week's ammunition in tre combat treins,

How snon sfter your lending did you plen on receiving replenistment
supplies from transperts for treops gsrore?

Our rear ectelon ceme witrin & week with full supply before the ori-
ginzl supply was comsurad, Rice ceme from Saigon end Treilend,
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Q.

Q{Sf

A,
Q.

Ao

Q.

Q.

L.

Qe

G.

A,

. ¢nd trerefore would not heve to fortify Jave?

Did tre 16tt Army stey in tte Jave wcres or move elsewrere lster?
It remained ih Jave to the end of tre War.:

Some of ynur trnnps cbmb frow cold cllmat s; did they experiencs any

Adlfflcultles in Java becguse of tke warmer cllmate?

Tke=trﬁops t%athcgmg.frnm Sendai (2nd Division),Weré creck troops,

‘but - 'since they wéere used to & cnld country, treir efficiemcy wes

lowered by tre climate in Jeva, 1Morale was extremely righ as it was

.& pegceful land witkout ruck fighting, Threre werc chout 50,000

Jupenese to 100, 000 Dutck end natlves. e, trcated tbe prlsoners very '
well end Yed & grnd time,

Wku ufisct dld dlsease kave hn Vrur trrops°

Not mdck'sidknéss - smell amnunt ~f pesfS‘gnd méléfié, g

, How much. in tre way ~f equiprent and,.supplies did you cepture?

Huge smounts of rifles, but n~t mier srmunition for fisld guns, ibout
five to six tlouscnd cers and, trucks of wrick we could use nne or

two thoussnd. The ntrers were used as sourcdes of sperz perts th roin-
tein the ones running.

~ Eerlier ymu state ad tret the 16th srry, remédned .in Java trrougkout tre
'mnr Dldn't eny of ybur trnops sea uCthﬁ plsev}urn9. i E B )

Yes. 1 ‘meent. tket tbt 16t} irmy s such stuvod in JuVu. The Yeed-
quatrters rﬁmplnud Ain Betevia,, The, 2nd Division ves pulled out and
sent to Guadeleensl, Tre 48tF Division occupied Timor, the 38th’
Division weg *itkdrewn westward. sorewrerg. We rad & gusrd force. of
two brlg&drs on'Jave finelly. . ’

Wy ﬁés tké‘ﬁﬁde&uisidn séht'to Gﬁadulranai? i"

il don‘t know, but I bhelisve it wes snnx gt tte nevy's rrquest just

" previous to your invesion of Gusdelconel,

Did you believe trat reve Guadeleonel you could told us cust of Juve

Yes,

Is it ynur plann thet t,3 custeerd rﬂvewbnt .of your fcrces Wus &n
over-extensirn ¢t thret tire?

it tre tire ~f Guedileunel I wiee in Menehuriu, €rock troops, mere
witrdrewn fror i‘encruric tn occupy tre meny islands of tle Poeific.

I hppnscd very strongly tre tuking of trese fine troops and placing
trem in tresc islands, os t¥ey thren heceme virtuelly prisoners. e
lost upwerds ~f 300,000 excellent fighting men ttis wcy. 411 tre
generals on tle centinent felt this oy ghout thre dissipetion of our
strengtr. Fowever, tte rilitery wes undor even grester suppression
then the civiliens e¢nd tad to dn exectly s tte top cormend dicteted,

"Then yoh,ﬁhula suy trat Tojo wes very c5wphfahle to Fitler in tre’

manner in whict te conducted trings?

Yeé, éxabtl&, waever; everyone felt trot it would be térriblevto lnsk

the war; so we did =11 we could to win, I gave ry best efforts “an

. at the end in prepsring tke defenses of thre Kante Plain uree, fis

1nst our- olr power and our stipping, perticulsrly our navy, tle supplv
problems in the Jevs sres hecame irprssihle, Our supply situstion pre-
gressively deteriorsted from Guadzlcenel on., In thre Burme erez tle
supply problem was very difficult from alrest the beginning, It wes
definitely in tle Prilippines wrere we lost our clr snd ses pCWer,
From tren on it wss very had for us,
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Q.

B

h.

To wkat do you atribute your supply problems stips or lack of pro-
duction?

First, hecsuse of sfip singings, end then laster leck of production due
te leck of raw reteriels,

Knowing your cepebilitics bott tocticelly and logisticelly &t tlhe
time, Fow did you fecl zhout tre situstion on Decerber 8, 16417

I, &nd rany otter top renking officers, felt ttet we should tave
negotisted witkr tre United Stotes hotl bsfore ond efter Dscember 8,

Do vou bleme tre Japsnese crmy's doefest on tre top level, GHQ, plenn-
ing er vhet?

L grest reny people hotl in and out of tre crmy egreed ttet Jepan
skould surrender, Tre plenners and top correndsrs did not understand
tre full conditions, From Jenucry 1, 1C45 tre very bsert of tre
country wes pressad, hut tte fighting spirit incressed, beceuse they
knew troy Fad to fight and were going to fight, Tre most trustworthy
men in Jupen now for works of p tce ere the seme militery ren whe
obeyed tre order to curry on t'e fight, I understend tret the Americans
are snxious lest tris group be secretly orgenize, Thet is cbsolutely
not so - it will never be. ’

Who wes resprnsihle for the protection of tre Lines of Communicetion?

w o F 2 i 4 i .
iest of 1200 (line trrough Tiror) army 4iir wes responsible, with &
small amount of nevy, Best ~f thet line tra navy wes responsible.

Were loezl commenders respensible for protection of tre linss of
communication or was Tokyo?

Army sres commanders vere respensible, I believe, Tre nevy was under
centrel control,

Wrat wae your resction tn tte Imperiul Rescript?

I fclt o grest sedness ot the time, but felt tret I rust follow tre
Emperor and Pis words. It wes unsvonidsble, Trc army wes confident,

but tre people would b ggtsrminated; so whaet good is it to leve en
army if it cennot protecf the people, I Fave heen considsred en ideel-
ist for yeers, becsuse my idesas of tre srmy were trat it existed to
permit tre people to live, If it cennot telp the peopls to live, then
there is neo good in reving tre crmy.




