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INTRODUCTION

On June 10, 1942 the Japesnese had asgembled, at'Tarlac, PoIle, all
the Americen Generel Officers and Colonels who had been captured on
Bataan and Corregidore. Among these were thé commanders or staff officers
of all the larger uﬁits of thg North Luzon Force and I Fhilippine Corps.

I requested these officers to submit reports covering the operations
of their units on North Luzon and Bataen. These reports were submitted
and e summary of them was prepared. The individual reports were confis-
cated by the Japenese, but the summary waes preserved and forms the basis
of this report. It is accurate in its main features and should form a
good basis for further reseerch should officiel documents be recovered
from the Japanese or found in the possession of survivors of this cem=
peigna.

This summary tells the story of a force attacked during mobiliza=-
tion. Initially lacking organization, training énd equipment, it devel=-
oped into an efficient fighting force in a remarkably short time. It
resisted the best troops of Japan until casualties, sickness, lack of

food and d%indling supplies forced it to yield to superior force.
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ORGANIZATION OF NORTE LUZON FORCE
On November 28, 1941, I relinquished command of the Philippine'
Division, proceeded from Fort licKinley to Fort Stotsenburg, and essumed
command of the North Luzon Force, which at this time wes in the process
of mobilization.

Initial Mission

The initial mission assigned the Worth Luzon Force was to pre-
vent a lending. In the event a landing was made, it was to attack
and destroy the landing force.

The Lefense Area

The defense area assigned the North Luzﬁn Force included all of
Luzon North of Manila except thet portion of the Pampenga Valley be-
tween lianila and San Fernando, Pampenga, which was designated, "The
Reserve Area" and remeined under control of USAFFE.

The eree was about one thousand kilometers in length measured a=
long a smooth curve and not following the numerous indentetions of the
coast line. It measured two hundred kilometers ecross its widest rarte
Mountain ranges paralleled the coast, leaving a narrow corridor along
the west coast and none along the eest coast. The only sizeable gap in
these renges was in the Lingayen Gulf area. This gap offered the best
approach to the Pampanga Valley end Venila. An east end west mountein
renge seperated the Cagayan Valley from the FPampenga Valley.

These terrain features divided North Luzon into the following com-
partments ;

&+ The Bataan Peninsula.,

be The Zambales Coast from Olongepo to Lingayen.

ce The Illocos, La Union Coast.

de The East Coast from Aparri, inclusive to Infenta, exclusive.

es The Cageyan Valley.

fe The Pempanga Valley, or dghtral Plain of Luzon.

The roed net in general was good. A road suitable in the dry sea=-

son for heavy military traffic ran along the west coest. There wes no
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good road along the east coast. A good road, Highway No. 5, extended
from Aparri to Manila, pessing through Balete Pass. On the west, High=
way No. 3 transversed the Pampange Valley from Lingayen Gulf to lianila
passing through San Fernando, Pampanga. San Fernando wes connected with
Bateen by an excellent road, Highway Noe 7e¢ Second and third cless

roeds provided good lateral communications in the dry season north of

San Fernandoe. South of Sen Fernendo these communic;tions were broken

up by the Candaba and Guagua Swemps. The Porac-Dinelupihan Road was suit-
able for military traffic during the dry season only.

The Cageyan, Agno and Pampanga were the principal rivers. These
rivers were unfordable throughout most of their extent. Some deep fords
were located, but were not suitable for motor traffice All other streams
were easily fordeble in the dry season. The dry season extended from
November lst to liay 15th, except along the east coast, which had he;vy
rains during this period.

Troops and Initial Assignment to Sectors

The troops assigned to the North Luzon Force on December 8, 1941,
weres The 1llth Division, PA, Brigadier General Brougher, AUS, Command-
ing; 21st Division, FPA, Brigadier General Capinpin, PA, Commanding; 3lst
Division, PA, Brigadier General Bluemel, AUS, Commanding; Zﬁth Ceavalry,
(Ps) Colonel Pierce, AUS, Commending; Battery A, 25d FA, (PS) Captain
Fiteh, Commending; 66th Pack Troop, QMC, (PS) Captaiﬁ Sayre, Commandinge.
One battalion of the 45th Infantry, (PS) we.s assigned to the 3lst Division

for the defense of the Bagac Bay area only. 155mm guns under USAFFE

~
-

control were assigned to the defense of Lingayen Gulf, Olongapo and
Bagac Bay area. The guns of Corregidor‘covered the southern part of the
west coast of the Bataan Peninsula.

The 71st Divisicn, Brigadier General Selleck, Commanding, in the
vieinity of Urdaneta; the 9lst Division, General Stevens, Commanding,
at Cabanatuan; The Philippine Divi;ion, less one battalion, 45th Infan-
try (PS); and one Battalion Philippine Scouts, less two companies, at

Eeguio, were in USAFFE Reserve.
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The Air Force located principelly at Clark Field and Nichols Field
was under USAFFE control. Naval Forces based on Cevite and Olongépo
cooperated with the army.

Sectors were assigned as follows:

a. The 3let Division, with one battalion 45th Infantry attached:

Pataan and the west coast to Dascl Day, inclusive.

b. The 21st Divisions from Dasol Bay, exclusi&e, to include the
southern half of Lingayen Gulf.

¢. The 1llth Division: The remeinder of the defense area.

. The 26th Cavalry, less Troop F (at Nichols Field) and detach=-
ments at Dingalen Bay, bBaler Bay, én& Battery A, 23d FA, were
in force reserve at Fort Stotsenburge.

On December 14, 1941, the 3lst Division with attached troops was
removed from control of the North Luzon Force, and I wes relieved from
responsibility for the sector assigned this unit. No contact had been
me.de with the enemy by the 3lst Division up to thié time.

The disposition of troops was afiected by the fact that the divisions
were still in process of mobilization and the orgenizetional training of
units from compenies to divisions had just begun. The 1llth Division was
disposed to cover the west coast from Lingayen Gulf to Sen Fernando, la
union. North of San Fernando, La Union, only small patrols were used.
One bettalion of the 1lth Division was assigned to Cagayen Valley. This
battalion, less one company, was stetioned at Tuguegarao. One Company
wes stationed at Aparri.

MOBILIZATION STATUS ON DECEMBER 8, 1941
Personnel

Headouarters North Luzon Force Staff, consisted of Lt Col W. Fe.
iaher, GSC (FA), Chief of Staff; Lt Col Giles llerrill, CAV, G-1 and
G=4; Captain J. Re Pugh, CAV, G=2, in addition to his duties as aide;

Lt T. Dooley, CAV, aide; Capt J, ﬂ:‘Chabot, Inf, eassistant G=2; Col
Frank Nelson, CAV, G=3; lajor H. B. Montgomery, Inf, assistent G=3;

ItCol A. Balsam. Q:C, Quarteruaster; It Col H, A, Skerry, CE, Engineer;
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Lt Col J. A. Stansell, SC, Signal Officer; Major A. E. Uddenburg, AGD,
Adjutent General; Lt Smith, ACGD, Assistant Adjutant General; lajor

R. Gaskell, MC, Surgeon. Only & small pool of clerks were available to
assist the General and Special Staffs. No Force troops were available
to perform the Engineering, Signel Communicetion and lMedical functions
of this Headcuarters. The 66th Pack Troop, QMC, end e portion of Com=
pany D, 12th QM Regiment, which had been attached to the 26th Cavalry for
the transportation of enimals, were thelénly units available to perfornm
supply functions. A motor pool of several sedans was the only other
transportation available. No equipment was available for service ele-
ments. These elements were to be formed from>troops expected to errive
from the United States, augmented by Philippine Scoutse.

The 26th Cavalry (PS) was organized under a special table of orgeni-
zation into a headouarters troop, two rifle squadrons of three troops
each, and one machine gun troope Total strength present with Regiment:
28 officers, 699 enlisted men, ?%% horses, and 101 mules. This was the
only completely organized and tf%%ged element under my command, at this
time.

The Divisions were in various stages of mobilization and training.
The Infantry Regiments of the 1lth, 21st and 3lst Divisions had been
assembled at about two-thirds strength., One Regiment in each Division
hed been orgenized since Septembere. The remaining Regiments had just
been assembled and hed no wnit training.

The artillery of the 1lth Division was in process of mobilization
and had not yet joined the Division. The artillery of the 21st Division
had joined the Division, but hed no trensportation. The artillery of
the 3lst Division had not yet been organized. ﬁight British 76mm guns
were aveilable, but no trainedkpersonnel hed been assigned, All units
were short fire contrel equipment. Anti-tank units hed not been organized.

The personnel of service eleﬁ;hts had arrived, but had not been or-
genized or trained as unitse. Trersportation was practically non-existent,
Sufficient vehicles were available to meintain routine supply of units in

a mobilization campe
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Supply

T™wo separate supply systems were in operation. One fer United
States troops, another for Philippine Army troops. It was understood
that these systems would merge into the one prescribed in Field Service
Regulations, but orders had not been issued putting this plan into effect.

The Philippine Department was in'process of establishing supply
depots at Tarlac, Sen Carlos and Bautista. -Howevervfhe Department Supply
Depots at Fort Stotsenburg and lianile continued to suéply most of the
North Luzon Force. Philippine Army units continued to purchase large
quantities of supplies locally.

No steel helmets or individual entrenchiﬁg tools were available to
Philippine Army Troops. The uniforms hebitually worn by FPhilippine Army
Troops weres light tropical helmets, fatigue clothes and canvas shoes.
All men were equipped with Enfield Rifles, but very few spare parts were
aveilable.

Treining

All personnel of the Fhilippine Army had received five and one-half
months of individual training at some time during the preceeding five
years. In some respeéts this treining was inadequate, particularly in
rifle marksmanship 'and scouting and patrolinge.

Unit training of battalions and regiments had not begun except in
one infantry regiment in each division. Division training was not sched=
uled to begin until early in 19542,

OPERATIONS

Prior to December 15th

Enemy operations from December 8th to 15th were limited to air
attacks on Clark Field, Nichols Field, Baguio and Iba. After December
12th, our ground troops were without air support.

On December 8th, Troop G, 26th Cavelry (PS), with one section of
scout cars atteched, was sent to $8¥er Dingelen Bay and Baler Bay.

On December 10th, a section of scout cars under Lt Cunningham, 26th

Cavelry, was sent to Cagayan Valley to provide radio communications with

troops in that erea.
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Troop F rejoined the 26th Cavelry from detached service at Nichols
Field.

Many reports of enemy paratroop iandings were received, but upon
investigation, &all proved to be without fogndation.

On December 1l4th, the 3lst Division was relieved from assignment
to North Luzon Force and I was relieved from resﬁonsibility for the sec=
tor assigned to that unit. |

North of the Agno River

On December 13th, petrols from the 1llth Division reported a Jeapanese
Force of about 3000 at Vegan. Enemy tranqurts were reported off the
coast and the Commending General, 1llth Divisién, placed the lst Battelion,
134%h Ipfantry, under Major Noﬁle, et Sen Fernando, la Union; the l2th
Infantry, less one 5attalioh and one company; under lMajor lioses, at
Bauang; and one company, 12th Infantry, et Damortis. Two Batteries of
76mm SPM's, under Major Canahl, were attached to the 12th Infantry.

On December 1l6th, two bus loads of Japanese Troops from Vigen were
ambugshed at Tagudin by a platoon of the 13th Infantry, under Lt Williams.
The 1lth Division Commander reported thet this forqe was des%royed.

The mission of the North Luzon Force was‘ghagggd to require the en-
emy to be held north of en east and west line through 8S8an Fernendo, La
Unione.

The Japasnese Force at Vigan advenced down the coestal road and on
December 21st, encountered one battelion of the 13th Infantry (Noble)
end one battalion of the 12th Infantry (Moses) at Baroro River, north
of San I'ernendo. The Japanese attacked et night and outflenked our
forces, which were dispersed and cut off from the main bodye. lajor Noble
and Major Moses, making their way through the mountains, succeeded in
joining their Division about two weeks latere

By this time USAFFE had authorized me to use the 7lst Division in
case of emergency. DBecause of théxéerious situetion in the 1llth Division
ceused by the loss of two battalions at Baroro River and the continued
pressure of the enemy along the coastal roed, the 7lst Infantry was im-

mediately attached to the llth Division. The 71st Division, less 71st
7
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Infantry, was ordered to be prepared for immediate movement to the North.

On December 21st, the 71st Infantry (Bonnet) was ordered to Naguilien

and Baueng. One battalion, with one battery of SFM's ettached, was ordere

ed to move up the coast roed and attﬁck the enemy force moﬁing south from
Baroro River. The 3d Battalion wes to move north from Naguilian, via San
Cabriel, end ettack the enemy east flank. Busses were used in this move-
ment.

During the night, December 2ist-22d, information was received of a
ma.jor landing in the vieinity of and south of Bauang. On the morning of
December 22d, our units at Bauang and Naguilian were attacked. The lst
Bettalion, 7lst Infentry (Hicker), wes orderéd to withdraw via the coast

road to Mabileo, leaving one compeny to reinforce the company of the 12th

Infentry at Demortis. Major Bonnett wes ordered to withdrew his battelion

at Neguilien, with remnents of the 12th Infentry and 13th Infantry.from
the Baroro River fight; by wéy of Baguio to Meneoag (CP llth Division),
clearing Camp One on'Kenyon Roed before dark December 22d.

Bonnett's forces stopped at Beaguio the night of December 22d-23d, -
were cut off from the main body, and never did rejoin es complete units,

During the operations just described, the command post of the North
Luzon Forces moved first to Bamban (December léth), and then to Alcala
(December 18th). The 26th Cavalry was moved to Rosales in Force Reserve.
The 66th QM Peck Troop wes ordered to Batesan by USAFFE. One Battalion,
2lst Infantry, was placed in Force Reserve. Battery A, 23d FA, was
ordered to Gerona from Stotsenburg, but enroute was relie;ed-from assign=-
ment to North Luzon Force and ordered by USAFFE to join th; artillery of
the Fhilippine Divieion. Twelve 75mm guns on self-propelled mounts were
attached to the Force.

The 192d Tank Battalion wes ordered to support the North Luzon Force.
The Tank Group Commender (Weever) and his Lisison Officer reported at
North Luzon Force Feadouarters. .Ehdividual tank comp;nies hed been as-
signed missions Ey the Group Commander. This battalion was never placed
under my commande. The Tank Group had & very emall headquarters with in-

adequate facilities for liaison, 'as & result, the maximum effective use
8

4



DELECUCLAYOLT 1L

g Authority MND €83078

{
!

of this force could not be made.

On December 20th, Troop C, 26th Cavelry, wasvdismounted and sent to
Bontoc in busses in order to cover the epproaches from the west to the
Cegayen Velley and from the north via Baguioe. This movement would not
have been macde if the troops at Baguio had been placed at my disposal,
While Troop C was enroute to Bontoe, the troops at Baguio were assigned
to the North Luzon Force, but shortly thereafter wer; cut off from the
mein forces.

On December 22d, the 26th Cavalry, less detachments, which et this
time wes at Pozorrubio, was ordered to conceasled bivouacs at Rosario where
it arrived et 10300 AlM. Imm;diately upon arfivul\it was ordered to Damor=
tis with orders to ﬁold that town until forced to withdraw. Vhen forced
to withdraw, it was to move vie Rosario eand prevent the enemy from ad-
vancing south of the Damortis-Rosario Road. It was in position at~Damor-
tis by 1:00 PV, when it was attacked by enemy infantry, tanks, and bomb-
ers. At 4;00 P!, the regiment withdrew to its first deleying position
east of Damortis. Two infantry companies, one from the 12th Infantry, and
one from the 7lst Infantry, participated in the defense of Damortise. The

latter units suffered heavy casualties and only e small number wers able

’

to rejoin their regiments.

On December 22d, at 2:30 PM, the 7lst Division (Selleck), located
in the Urdanete area, wes ordered to move on Damortis via Rosa;io and pre=
vent the movement of Japanese Forces to the s;ﬁth. The 26th Cavalry was,
atteched to the 7lst Division. The 7lst Infantry was relieved from attach-
ment to the 1lth Division and returned to control of 7lst Division Commend-
er. All tanks in this area were to support this force.

While General Selleck wes moving north, the 1llth Division was order-
ed to take up & position a}gpg the Bued River. The 26th Cavalry was attach=-
ed to hime The 26th Cavalry wasAgiven the mission of covering the right
flank of the 7lst ﬁivision, and HElding the junction of Highwey No. 3 and
the Old lenile Road to permit our forces at Beguio to rejoin the main forces.

In the meantime enemy troops hed lended unopposed at Agoo and Aringey,
and advanced south toward Deamortis, sending a flank detachment by way of

9
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Pugo toward Rosario and Camp One. These forces later attacked the 26th
Cavelrye

On December 23d, the 7lst Division, less the 7lst Infantry, which
had not been able to rejoin the division as a unit, took up a position
north of Sison astride Highwey No. 3+ The 72d Infantry and 7lst Engi-
neers were in the fromnt line. The 26th Cavalry, which had suffered heavy
casualties during the fighting on December 22d, was'orderéd to Binalonen
to reorgenize.

The 91st Division at Cabanatuan was now attached to the North Luzon
Force and the 91st Combat Team (Col Certer), using busses to trensport
infantry, wes ordered north to support the 7ist Division. Enroute, this
unit was delayed by the bombing of the bridge over the Agno, at Villasis,
end wes forced to detour through Tayuge

At 4330 PM, Colonel Certer, who hed arrived with the edvance echelon
of the 9lst Combat Team, was directed by General Selleck to occupy 2 po=-
sition north of Pozorrubio, astride Highway Nos. 3. Before the 9lst Combat
Team was in position, the 72d Infantry was attecked and e route ensued.
The 91st Combat Teem wes attacked that night at Pozorrubio and was also
routed.

At daylight on the morning of December 24th, the Japanese Forces
attacked the 26th Cavaelry et Binelonan. After sucéessfully checking the
advance of the Japanese from daylight until 3:30 FM, this regiment with=-
drew late in the afterncon to Tayug. I was personally present during e
portion of this fight and cannot speak in too glowing terms of the gallan-
try and intrepidity displayed by Colonel Pierce and all officers end men
of the 26th Cavalry on this occasionﬁ This devoted little bagd of horse-
men ; weakened‘by detachments, ané by &eavy casualties susteined at Demor=
tis on December 22d; held up the advence guard and caused the beginning
of the deployment of the enemy's main column., It effected a delay of nine
hours and maintained the best tredltions of the American Cavalrye. I
speak of this from the point of view of an eye witness.

Our tenks cooperated during the actions at Demortis, Rosario and

Binalonan, but their peculiar status resulted in them being used piecemeal
10
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at the recuest of various commanders on the ground, and the maximum

effectiveness of this force was never atteined.

South of the Agno River and North of Sen Fernando, Pampanga

The situation on December 23d, waé such as to make defense of the
Lingayen area impracticeble and permission to withdraw was obtained from
USATFE. G=3 (Colonel Irwin) of USAFI'E said over the telephone that WeFs0e-
3 could now be considered effective. This plan cailed for wiﬁhdrawal to
Batean. An order was issued accordingly, directing‘a withdrawal in five
pheses to the Bamban-Arayat position, which hed to be held until the South
Luzon Force had cleared Sen Fernando enroute to Batean.

The phase lines were:; '

Dl: Urdaneta - San Carlos - Aguilar

D2:; Line of the Agno River - Tayug - Carmen - Bayambang - langatarem

D3; San Jose - Guimba - Gerona = Ste. Ignacia

D4; Cebanatuan - Zaragosa - Pa Paz - Tarlac - Medical Barracks

(on high ground west of Tarlac)

D5s Sybul Springs - Mt. Arayat - Bamben - Foothills west of Bamban

Withdrawal to D=1, D-2, D=3 ard D-4 line were according to & schedule.
Lines D=4 and D=5 were ordered held until forced to withdraw,.

The 26th Cavalry, which had suffered severe casualties, was ordered
to Mexico to reorgenize and équip. Trocp G had rejoined the regiment from
the Dingelen and Baler Bay aree on December 29th.

About December 13th, & convoy of ten transports was reported off
Aperri., Later troops were reported landing about 30 kilometers east of
Aperri. The battalion commender in the Cegayan Valley was ordered to
attack this force and deley its advance. The compeny at Aparri however,
withdrew to Tuguegarao. lLater the battalion ebendoned Tuguegarao end
withdrew to a position in the vicinity of Ilagan. '

Lieutenant Colonel Townsend was sent from the 1llth Division to take
command of forces in the Cagayan‘Vhlley, after their withdrewel to Ilagen.
He orgenized local constabulary and recruited other personnel from that
vicinity. Intensive patroling to the north was initiated and several

Japanese patrols were either annihilated or driven back. EHowever, when

11
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the situation on the western part of the front recuired the North Luzon
Force to withdrew to the line of the Agno River, the Cagayan Valley

Force was ordered to withdraw via Highwey No. § and rejoin the main forces.
The difficulty of supplying this force if cut off and the need for troops
with the mein body, mede it inadvisable to leave it in this sector. The
withdrewal was successful and these troops participated in the defense

of the Bamban River line.

The Commanding General, 7lst Division, wes ordered to assemble the
scattered remnants of his division and to reorganize and ecuip them at
San Fernendo, Pempanga .

The 9lst Division, which by now had only one infantry regiment com=
plete (92d Infantry, Rodman), was assigned the zone of withdrawal east of
the Pampenge River., The llth Division, which hed one complete infantry
regiment and remnants of two others, withdrew in the center zone ffom
Pempange River to Highway No. 3, exclusive. The 21st Division was on the
left and included Highway Noe. 3 in its zone.

During the withdrawels to D-1l, D-2 and D=3, actions were fought at
Urdanete, Senta Barbares, Tayug, Rosales and Carmen. There was no contact
with the enemy mein forces on D=3 line. His patrols however contected our
front.

The enemy mede contact with D=4 line and Cabanatuan on December 29the.
The main pressure was at Cabanatuane On December 30th, the Japanese Forces
attecked the 91st Division with tanks, infantry and cevalry, foreing it
back to Gapan. Late in the evening it was attacked agein and routed. One
battalion withdrew by bus to Baliuage The Division Commander, General
Stevens, decided to reorganize at Baliuag and notified me of the situation.

Principally because of the situation on the right flank, a withdrawal
to the D=5 (Bamban-Ara;at) line was ordered on the night of December 30the-
3lst. '

The battalion of the 12th Ig}antry from Cegayan Valley, with person=-
nel from the 12th Infantry, 13th Infantry and other units, totaling a-
bout 1000 men, joined the 1lth Division on the D-5 line.

The artillery of the 91st Division was ordered to Bataan by USAFFE.
12
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The North Luzon Force was ordered to protect the South Luzon Force from

attack from the north until after it had cleared Celumpit.

South of San Fernando, Fampange and East of the Pampange River

The remnents of the 9lst Division, which had been badly disorganized
at Cabanatuen and Gapan, were reorganized and placed in position along
the river north of Baliuage. The lst Battalion, 91st Infantry, had about
250 men, the 92d Infentry hed less than 200. /

The units of the 7lst Division, undergoing réorganization at San
Fernendo, were ordered to proceed at once to Baliuag by busses, where
they were attached to the 9lst Division. The units of the 71st Division
relieved the remnants of the 91st and 92d Infantry north of Baliuag, and
the 9lst Division units were placed in reserve south of Baliuag.,

During the morning of December 3lst, Brigadier General A. M, Jones,
Commanding South Luzon Force, was placed in command of troops in the
Belivag area. The troops included the 53d Infantry, which had reached
Plaridel during the morning of December 30th. Company C, 192d Tank Bat=
telion, and two SPM's (Babecock), supported the defense. At 10330 Al
December 3lst, the Japanese attacked, but were unable to cross the river
north of Baliuage.

The withdrawal of the South Luzon Force was proceeding rapidly and
it was decided to withdraw the units of the 91st Division and 7lst Division,
so as to clear the Calumpit Bridge at 4300 Al January 1, 1942. The 91st
and 92d Infantry were to withdraﬁ by busses to Guague about noon. The
busses were to return, pick up the 7lst and 72d Infentry, and clear the
Calumpit Bridge at 4:00 Al Januéry lst. This order was misunderstood by
the 71st and 72d Infantry end they began their withdrawal ebout 1500 Fil.
The movement of the 7lst Division units was halted about 4300 Pi, and an
outpost line was established about 6 kilometers north of Plaridel, cover-
ing the 53d Infantry at Plaridel. ‘

The Commending General, 918t\Division, with his staff, were direct-
ed to proceed to Calumpit, assemﬁle the stragglers of the 9lst and 71st
Divisions in that vicinity and cover the crossing of the river at that
poiit. About 300 riflemen with one mechine gun were assembled and took

-
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up & position on the north side of the river at Calumpit. This position
was held during the night December 3lst - January lst. I was present
when the South Luzon Force completed the crossing of the river at Calum~
pit, and personally ordered the destruction of the bridges This wa.s
accomplished by the North Luzon Force Engineers at 6315 Al, January 1,
1942. :

One battalion of the 23d Infantry and one batﬁery, 2lst FA, was
sent to Apalit to assist in delaying the enemy edvance on San Fernando.
During the morning of January lst, all troops in the vicinity of Apelit
and Calumpit were bombed end strafed. At 1:30 Pif, the enemy attacked and
forced a crossing in the vicinity of Calumpif. They were held south of
San Fernando until the North Luzon Force cleared about midnight January
lst - 2d, enroute to the Guagua-Porac position. The 91st Division and
71st Division were so badly disorgenized and in need of equipment, that
they were sent to Bataan to reorganize.

During the withdreawal from the Agno River to the Bamban position,
the Command FPost, North Luzon Force was moved from Alcala to BRemban on
night December 24th - 25th, and to Bacolor on December 29th.

South of San Fernando, Pampange and West of the Pampange River

The troops on the Arayst-Bamban position were ordered to withdrew
to the Guagua-Porec line on the night of January lst - 2d. The 21st
Division occupied the left sector, the 1lth Division the right.

The Command Post, North Luzon Force, moved to KP 107, South of Hermosa
on Jenuary 1, 1942,

The 26th Cavalry, reorganized with one horse squadron, one motor-
ized squadron, and one Headquarters Troop, was ordered to Sen Jose in
North Luzon Rorce Reserve, with the mission of protecting the left flank
of the force.

On Jenuary 3d, the enemy attacked at Pio on the left and Guagua on
the right. Guagua was outflanked\by way of Sexmoan. The 2lst Infantfy
and 23d Infantry suffered heavy casualties at Pio.

As a result of the ;ngagemant at Guagua, the 21lst and 1lth Divisions
were ordered to withdraw to a previously reconnoitered position, following
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the general line of the Gumain River, on the night of January 4th - 5th.
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i Most of the 1lth Division withdrew by way of Florida Blanka, where busses
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met some of the units, end proceeded via Dinalupihan and Highwey No. 7 to
their position.

Enemy pressure continued during January 5th, and on the night of
January 5th - 6th, the North Luzon Force withdrew to Batasn. The 21st
Division covered the withdrawal of the 1lth Division. The 26th Cavalry
covered the 2lst Division in the movement through layac Junction.

On January 2d, I was ordered by USAFFE to organize the defense of

the leyac Junction position and to turn it over to the Commanding General,

e e TS —

Bataan Force, when orgenized. The troops allotted were: The 3lst Infg@:

try (Steele), remnants of the 71lst Division, and the 26th Cavalry efter

\;t hed covered the withdrewal of North Luzon Force. General Selleck was
placed in commend of this force.

On Jenuary 6th, I notified USAFFE thet the layac Junction position
hed been orgenized and turned over to llajor General Parker, Commanding

Batean Force.

Engineering Operations

The demolitions accomplished under supervision of the North Luzon
Force Engineer, Colonel Harry A. Skerry, was an important factor in de-
leying the edvance of the Japanese Forces on North Luzon.

igj'bridges were dectroyed, meany of them of substantial steel and
concrete construction. Dynemite was the only explosive obtainable in
large quentities and most of it was transported from the mines near
Baguio just before that area was cut off.

The 91st Engineers were used as Force Engineers to supervise demo-
litions. Over 2000 Filipinos under civilien District Engineers cooperated
in this work.

Signal Communications

.Only sufficient wire and telaphones were available initially to
provide communications within the command post. Wire communicetions with
Divisions was meintained through commercial circuits. Civilian operators

were reliable for the most part, but the system was inedeguate under the

circumstances.
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One redio set was borrowed from the 200th AA Regiment and the 26th

Cevelry provided one scout car equipped with radio. This was the total
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mobile radio equipment of Headquarters North Luzon Force for the first
few weeks .

Because of inadecuate wire and radio communications, limited communi-
cation personnel and the large frontege involved, liaison with the Di~-
vision was extremely difficult. It was maintained §nly through the tire-
less dey and night efforts of all the personnel of North Luzon Force Head-
guarters in establishing personel contect with all parts of the front in
spite of the limited transportation available.

CHANGE IN DESIGNATION OF FORCE FEADQUARTERS TO "ﬁEADQUARTERS I PHILIPPINE CORPS"

In compliance with orders from USAFFE, I proceeded, on January 6th,
with Feadouarters North Luzon Force to the West Coast of Batean end as-
gumed commend of the Western Sector of Bataan. Headquarters North Luzon
Force was redesignated "Headquarters I FPhilippine Corps”,land the com=
mand post was established at KP 212, West Road.

MISSION OF I PHILIPPINE CORPS

The mission assigned the I Philippine Corps wes the defense of the
Western Sector of Batean, as far south as the Pasauan River. The Com=
mending General, Service Command Area, was responsible for the defense
south of this line.

The boundary between the I Philippine Corps and II Philippine Corps
wass Mt. Natib - lialdica River - Pantingen River =- lit. lMariveles(all to

I Corps)e The I Corps was to maintain contact with II Corpse.

Area assigned for Defense
The terrain of the I Corps Sector was very rugged. A mountain renge
ren along the east boundary from Mt. Natib to lit. llariveles. The ground
sloped abruptly to the west coast, was heavily wooded and cut up by many
ravines through which flowed shallow‘atreaﬁ;. These streems emptied
either directly inﬁo the Chig?"Sea“or into the Bagac River, which emptied

into the sea near Ragec. The lMaldica River drained the south slope of

", Natib. The Pantingan River drained the north slope of lit. Mariveles.

¢

Both these streams joiﬁed rivers, which eventually emptied into Manila Bay. -

-
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Mt. Natib and Mit. Mariveles sloped abruptly to the Pilar-Bagac Road,
leaving & broad gap in the mountain range elong the highway. The Pilar-
Pagac Road was an all-weather road. A good dry weather road (the West
Road) ren from Mariveles to Moron. This latter roed wes steadily im-
proved end on Jeanuery 6, 1942, a small portion of it was already en all=-
weather road. No other roads existed, except narrow trails., lioron was

connected with Olongapo by a treil along the coast.

Orgenization of Defensive Zone
The I Philippine Corps Sector was orgénized into: (1) A main battle
position, (2) A reserve battle position and (3) The beach defense. The
mein bettle position was occupied by the lst‘Division, (PA) (Segundo) end

Ny

covered the approaches from the northe. An outpost line crossed the Moron=-
Bagac Road near KP 176, and extended from the se; to a point about halfe
way to Mt. Silangenan. A mein line of resistanc7 extended from the beach
north of Mauben to Mt. Silanganan; The regimsnt;l reserve line wes a-
stride the lMoron-Bagec Road st Mauban point. A detachment of one compa-
ny wes stationed at Moron.

The 3d Infentry occupied the outpost line and main line of resis=-
tance from the beach to a point about half-way to lit. Silangenen. A
battalion of the 31st FA, equipped as Infentry, extended the line of the
3d Infentry to lit. Silangenen. One battalion, lst Infentry, occupied the
Regimental Reserve Line on Mauban pointe. The lst Infantry, less one
battalion, wes in division reserve in the vicinity of KP 165. The front
of the 3d Infantry was protected by a double apron barbed wire obstecle.
The remainder of the sector was unprotected by obstacles other than the
netural jungle.

A detached post was established betwe;n Mt. Silenganen and lft. Netib
with the mission of maintaining contact with the 51lst Division (II Corps)e
This detachment hed to be supplied by pack mules and cargadores.

The weakness on the right of “this position from the West Road to
Mt. Silengenen was obvious and the Corps Commander attached the 92d In-
fentry (Rodmen), less one battalion, to the lst Division. The Division

Commander was directed to strengthen his right. Contact with the II

Corps wes never satisfactorily esteblished, owing to the difficult ter=-
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rain. It took two days to travel from the occupied portion of the I
Corps front to the left flank of the 5lst Division, traversing deep
gorges and dense junglés enroute .

The 1lst Infantry hed arrived on Batsen December 29th, after having.
been disorganized in the fighting in South Iuvzon. The 24 Infentry had
arri?ed in Batean Dscember 3lst. It had not yvet been in action.

The supporting artillery consisted of -one battﬁlion, 23d FA (Fiteh)

(8 = 2,95's); one battelion of 7 - 75mm guns (Fowler); and one battery
of self-propelled 75's (Corgan). Two 155mm guns were in position on
Mpuben Pointe. In order tec furnish close sgpport to vnits on the rizht
of the position it was necessary to4p1ace ali the 75's on llauben Point.
The 2.95's had to be ploced well forward beceuse of their short range.
Further echelonment of artillery in depth was impracticablee

The reserve battle position at this time wes scarcely more than a
line of the map. The 45th Infantry, which was in USAFFE reserve, had i
been directed to lay out and orgenize this line under superviéion of the
I Corps, buﬁ the difficulties of the terrain were such that only a small
portion of the position had been outlined before the 46th Infahtry'was
ordered to the II Corps on January 1l2th. The position was to be gener=-
ally parallel to the Pilar-Bagac Road and south of it. In several places
it crossed the road.

The Beach Defense Positions extended from llauban Point to Bobo Point
(both exclusive) and wes menned by the 3lst Division (Fluemel). This
division had been on Bataan since December 27th and had not been in action.
A provisiorel battalion, QQQ‘EQQ_(Ball), manned 155mm GFF's on Mauban
Point, Begeac end Eobo Point.

The Corps Reserve consisted of remnants of the 91st and 7lst Divisions,
located south of the Pilar-fagac Road between KP 147 and the West Road.
These units had been bedly disorganized in the fighting in North Luzon and
were in the process of reorganizd%ion. They were finally combined into ;
one unit, the 91lst Division (Stevens). The Headgquerters 7lst Division,
(Selleck), helf the artillery of the 7lst Division, the 7lst Medical
Battalion, and the 7lst Engineer Battelion were sent to the West Sector

of the Service Command Area. This reorgenization was complete about Jan-
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uary 16th.

On Jenuvary 9th, the 26th Cavalry joiﬁed the I Corps after having
completed a very difficult withdrewel from the layac Junction position.
It wes bivouvacked near KP 156 Moron-Bagec Road. This unit had been en=-
gaged elmost continuously since the first contect with the enemy on De~
cember 18th. It had suffered heavy casualties in personnel and animals.
As no replacements for animals were in prospect, an& the supply forage
limited, it was decided to orgenize the unit into 2 motofized squedron
(riflemen transported in busses) and e mechanized unit consisting princi-
pally of Bren Carriers and Seout cers. This orgenization was completed
prior to Jénuary Zch. The horses were seﬁt’to the Servicé Command Area
and were eventually consumed for food.

OPERATIONS OF I PHILIPPINE CORPS

The Defense of +the lMauban Position

On January 13th, e Japanese lending was reported at Binanga.
Filipino civilians reported a cetachment of about 300 moving south on
trail ealong the coast lesding to lioron. The 1556's on liauben Point fired
on Port Binenge using map data. A diary captured later indicated that
this fire ceused some Japenese cesualties and destroyed some small boats.

A battelion from the 3lst Division was sent to contact the force

moving from Port Binanga. A flank guard was sent from the lst Division
to & trail junction ebout four miles northeast of loron to cover the
epproaches from the direction of Orani.

On January 15th, the battalion.of the 3lst Division returned and re=
ported that the enemy had withdrawn to Port Binenga. Later developments
proved this report to be false. The flank guard was ordered to withdraw
to the main battle position. On the night of Januéry 15th, the detachment
at loron wes withdrawn.

On Jenuvary l6th, Japanese troops were reported in lioron. About
9:00 AN, January 16th, I organized and directed an attack on Noron. The
troops used were; lst Infantry (less one battalion) (M%jor licCollum);

end one troop 26th Cavelry with e section of machine guns aetteched. The

¥

ettack was successful and the enemy driven across the river north of

Moron. Nejor McCollum was wounded end evecusted.
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On January 17th, the Japanese troops were reinforced eand counter-
attacked the lst Infantry, enveloping the east flank. Our troops with-
drew to the main battle position. The lst Infeantry went into position
on the right of the 2d Infantry, connecting that unit with the battalion
of the %lst FA on lit. Silanganen area. ‘

By this time the situation on the front of the II Corps (Parker)
hed become cri#ical and constituted a serious threéf to the I Corps east
flenk. On Jenuery 12th, the enemy had penetrated the front of the Slst
Tivision. The penetration had reached Guitol 6n.the right rear of the
I Corps by January 17th.

The 45th Infantry hed been sent to the II Corps on January 12th.
On.January 17th, the 3lst Division was ordered to join the II Corps. The
newly organized 91st Division took over the beach defense. Thié caused .
a serious weakening of the beech defense because of the great diffe}ence

.in combat strength between the 3lst and 91lst Divisions. This was especial=-
ly the case with automatic weapons.
/

The oxploitation of the penetration in the II Corps continued. I
we.s informed -that the II Corps would refuse its left flank and prevent
an enemy advance to the east. o

To meet this situation the 7lst Infantry was shifted from beach de=
fense to a position estride the Pilar-Bagec Road facing eest behind the
Maldice end Pantingen Rivers, with the mission of protecting fhe<rigﬁt
flenk of the Corps. The 26th Cevalry exten&ed the flank of the 7lst
Infantry to the north as far as the regimental reserve line of the lst
Division.

I was now faced with the problem of facing threats from both flanks
end meeting en attack on my north front. The much depleted, and recent-
ly reorgenized 913£ Division hed the three fold mission of protecting
both flenks and organizing the reserve battle position.

On the night of Januery 20tﬁ\— 21st the Japanese infiltreted thru
the sectors of the lst Infentry and the 3lst FA Battalione Oﬁ the morn=-
ing of Januery 2lst, they had secured possession of the loron-Bageec Roed

at KP 167, effectively cutting off the combat troops of the lst Division

from the main body.
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Efforts to reduce this road-block were mede from the north and south
using all available reserves. The forces used on the south were: a de~
tachment from Provisionﬁl Battelion, 92d CAC (Ball; ﬁatachments of 91st
Division; 26th Cavelry; 2d Philippine Constabulary;‘and one platoon of
tanks. Although drawn back & short distance initially, the enemy wes
steadily reinforcing end on January 24th, were still in possession of
the road, advancing to KP 165, I personally direcfed these operations
end spent most of my time with the foremost elements of my.troops.

On Jenuary 22d, during the operations ageinst the road-block, the
I Corps was ordered to withdraw to the reserve battle position, the
movement to be completed by daylight January'ZGth. The 2d Fhilippine
Constabulary was attached to the Corps on this date. The USAFFE withdraws
al order stated that the llth Division (Brougher) and the 45th Infantry
(Doyle) would be seﬁt to the I Corps by Commanding General, II Corés in
time to occupy the reserve battle position by daylight January 26th.

This order also extended the Corps rear boundary to the Binauengan River
and gave it the miséion-of defending the west sector of the Service
Command Aresa.

On Jenuery 24th, the lst Division was ordered to withdraw by what-
ever means and route practicable to an essembly erea in rear of the re=
serve battle position. The withdrawel of all dismounted elements wes
eccomplished by difficult trails along the beach. Since it was imprec-
ticable to move the artillery by this route, it was destroyed. Illany of the
Infentry heavy weepons were. also destroyed.

The Withdrawal to Reserve Battle Position

The I Corps withdrawal order assigned sectors in the new position
es follows; The 1llth Division with 24 Philippine Constabulary attached,
from the FPentingan River to Treil 7, both inclusive; the 46th Infantry
from Trail 7 to Camilew River, both exclusive; the 9lst Division<from

Camilew River inclusive, to Bagaé\hnd the coast line from Bagac to the

Binauvangen River inclusive. The defense of the Service Commend Area

within the Corps Sector, was pleced under General Pierce, who had at
his dieposal the lst Philippine Constabulary, severel service command

units treined as infantry, and a detachment of Air Corps equipped as

21
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Infantry.

A Navel Force of ebout 450 sailors and marines co-operated in the
defense of the sector. The 26th Cavalry and the 2d FPhilippine Constab-
ulary were directed to cover the withdrawal, the Cavalry to revert to
Corps Reserve upon completion of the movement. The lst Division was dir-
ected to reorgenize end equip ite units as soon as practicable and be
prepered to attach units by battalions to the 9lst énd 11th Divisions,
as soon as available. As this division was without artillery and had lost
most of its heavy weapons, it was not contemplated using it as e division
for some time. :

During the withdrawel the I Corps wes iﬁformed that a small enemy
landing in the west sector of the Service Command, which had been con~-
sidered under control, hed been reinforced end extended. As this con-
stituted a serious threet to the withdrawal, the 2d Battelion, Philip-
pine Constabulary wac directed to report to General Pierce at once.

Under these trying conditions the withdrawal was completed as
scheduled, except that the llth Division arrived, less the 12th Infentry
and the 45th Infentry, and completed its movement late on January 26th.
The latter unit arrived in & completely exhausted condition, having been
heavily engaged in the Abucay Sector of the II Corps until derk January
25th.

The selient features of the occupation of the reserve battle posi-
tion were; (1) The main‘liné resistance ran through dense jungles in
rough country and, owing to the lack of time and personnel, had not been
adequately outlined; (2) the pressure by the enemy on the north and on
the beaches in the west sector service command area continued. The threat
to the right flank grew more serious; (3) the arrival of the 1lth Division,
less the 12th Infentry; (4) the arrival of the 45th Infentry in en ex-
hausted condition; (5) the order from USAFFE directing the 45th Infantry
to be relieved from its portion Sf“the front, 24 hours after it had oc-
cupied it; (6) the necessity of replacing the 45th Infantry with the
hastily reorganized lst Division, P.A.

Reorganization of Position on January 30, 1942

On Januery 30th, the I Corpé Sector had been reorgenized into: e
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Right Sub-Sector (Brougher); a left Sub-Sector (Genersl A. M. Jones,

who had joined the Corps on January 26th, with a portion of Division
Headquarters, 5lst Division); & South Sub-Sector (Pierce). The troops
assigned to the Right Sub-Sector weres 1lth Division with 24 Philippine
Constebulery (less one battalion) attached, boundaries the same as those
assigned to 1llth Division in withdrawal order; Troops assigned to Left
Sub-Sector weres the 9lst Division, lst Division ahd e provisional
battalion of stragglers from the 51st Division, who had crossed into the
sector of I Corps after the penetration of the Slst Division front in

the iit. Natib area. The boundaries were those assigned originally to the
91st Division and 45th Infantry (PS). The Séuth Sub=Sector had been
reinforced by the 45th Infantry (less one battalion) and the 57th Infantry
(PS). The boundaries of this Sub=Sector were the Binuangan River and the'
Penikian River. The llth FA with Battery F, 24th FA attached, suppbrted
the Right Sub=-Sector; the 9lst FA with detachments of the 7lst FA attached,
supported the Left Sub=Sector; thg 24th FA (lessqutt?;y F) and a group

of six 155mm guns were in general support of the Corps. The Commend Post,
I Corps, was established at KP 210.9 West Road.

By this time the fronts of the Right and Left Sub-Sector were under
constant pressure from Bagac to east of Treil 7, except in the Sectors of
the lst Infantry and the 1lth Infantry, the MLR weas intact. In the Sector
of the lst Infentry an enemy group had penetrated by wey of the Cotar and
Tuol rivers to & point near the junction of Trail 7 and 5, where it wes in
contact by means of patrols with a groﬁp which had penetrated the front of
the 11th Infentry by way of Trail 7. These Forces were of undetermined
strength, but were of considerable size. It was estimated that they
totaled about & reinforced regiment. These forces were finally separated
into two areas, the area in the Left Sub= Sector was referred to as the
"Little Pocket", the one in the Right Sub-Sector as the "Lig Pocket".
(Notes Lt. Gen. Mesaheru Homma,\Jhpanese Imperial Army, testifiec on
February 5, 1946, at his war crimes trial in Menile, "Americen artillery
was very powerful and accurate and we suffered great casualties at Bagac.
Wie met very stiff resistance and couldn't advance." Washigton Evening
Star, February 5, 1946.)
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The Defense of the Eeaches

The South Sub=Sector wes heavily engagede In addition to enemy
landings on Longoskaweyan and Quinauan points, e surprise landing hed
been effected between the Anyasan end Saleiim Rivers. The situation in
the South Sub-Sector threatened the Corps communications with the Service
Command and Corregidor. The enemy had approached in some pleces to within
& few hundred yards of the West Road.

Simulteneous landings were made on Longoskewayan end Quinauan FPoints
about 2330 AM Januery 23d. The landing et Longoskewayan was unopposed
initielly. About 450 seilors and marines gnder Commencder Bridget attempted
to drive off this landing force, but were unéuccessful. The 2d Battalion,
57th Infentry (PS)(Lt Col Grenberry), relieved Commander Bridget's force,
end by Januery 29th, this area wes reported cleared of Japanese Iroopse

The landing at Quineuen Point was initielly opposed by the 34th
Pursuit Scuadron (acting as Infantry). This unit wes surprisqg, over-
powered and withdrew from the beach. Up to January 28th, efforts to
drive the enemy out of this area met with little success, - The troops
used were not trained as Infantry and did a very creditable job of holding
the enemy and preventing cutting of‘the West Roads. The troops used were:
34th Pursuit Scuadron; lst Battalion, lst Fhilippine Constabulary;
Philippine Army Air Corps (dismounted); Company A, 803d Engineeré; and 5th
Interceptor Commend (equipped &s Infantry). ’

On January 27th one Battery ( 2-155mm Hows) and two SFi's were
ettached to South Sub-Sector.

On Jenuery 28th the 3d Battelion, 45th Infantry (laj Strickler(?))
relieved all troops on Quineuan Foint except 5th Interceptor Commend.

Company B, 57th Infantry was attached to 3d Battalion, 45th Infantry
on Jaﬁuary 29th. A platoon of tanks was attached to this force on Feb-
ruary lste. A series of coordinated Infantry and Tank attacks extehding
from January 28th to February 7tﬁf‘sueceeded in clearing this aree, On
February 6th, Engineers assisted the attacking troops by demolishing cliffs
along the beach, trapping many Jepanese who were holding out in the numer-
ous small caves in the area. On February 7th two Armored Nevy leunches

assisted in the operations. liajor Strickler wes killed in these operations.
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During the operations just described, the Japanese made a surprise
landing between the Anyasin and Salaiim Rivers about 33500 All, January
27the The 3d Battslion, lst Philippine Constebulary, on beach defense
in thet area were overpowered and withdrew in disorder. On January 28th,
one battalion Philippine Constabulary, with 17th Pursuit Squadron at-
tacked and reached the beach on the south flank, but after dark the con-
stebulary withdrew., On Januvary 29th, the 2d Battaiion, 45th Infantry
(Captein Biedenstein) was assigned to this sector and Captain Biedenstein
placed in charge of operations. The lst Battalion, lst Fhilippine Con=-
stabulary, was attached to 2d Battalion, 45th Infantry.

On January 30th, Colonel Lilly, 57th Infantry was pleced in command
of operations and the 57th Infantry (less 2d Battalion) reenforced. 1lst
Battalion, 12th Infantry and 2d Battalion, 45th Infantry attacked in
line and reached the beach at Canas Point and Quineuan River enciréling
the Japanese Forcee. An attempt by Japanese to reenforce this area on the
night of January 30th - 3lst was repulsed. On February 2d, about 12:;30 Al,
a strong Japanese Force of about 14 to 20 barges attempted to land at
Aglaloms EBay, was repulsed and turning north tried to land between Anyasin
and Selaiim Rivers. This attempt was frustrated by fire of beach guns,
75mm guns and 155mm howitzers on Quineuan and Bobo Points. P-40's at-
tacked landing force, dropping bombs and strafing barges.

Coordinated attacks by 57th Infantry reenforced, supported by one
platoon of tanks énd artillery, succeeded in clearing this aree by Feb-
ruery 1l3the. Japanese plenes, on February 10th, dropped messages direct=
ing survivors to swim north to Moron. On February 1llth, planes dropped
messages directing them to assemble on beaches and use rafts and barges
to make their escape. WNone of these efforts to withdraw was successful.
VMeny swimmers were shot or drowned.

The so-called "Pocket" Fights

During the operetions on thg‘beaches, troops on the north front of
the I Corps were engaged in a critical series of combats, which were
sometimes referred to as the "little pocket" and "big pocket" fights.
The corps was threatened simultaneously with a penetration of its front,

which would necessitate a withdrawal, and the beach attacks, which if .
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successful, would prevent such withdrawal. At this time the Corps wes
holding about 40, 000 yards of front. The meximum density of the defend-
ing troops did not exceed one men per yard at front.’ This density exist=
ed at a few critical points only. At some places the density did not ex~
ceed one man per ten yards of front. The frontage wes great, the terrain
rough, heavily wooded with few trails, and lateral communications were
very limited. The only road (West Road) connectingbthe South Sub-Sector
with the two sectors at the north was under constant observation and
frequently bombed. For these reasons, reserves not located close to their
probable place of employment were bound to arrive too late. Therefore the
1st Bettalion, 45th Infantry, wes placed in Corps Reserve near the junc=
tion of Trails 7 end S+ Later it was attached to the Commander of Troops -
in "pocket fights". The 45th Infantry (less 1lst Battalion" was placed
in reserve south of the Binuengan River, later it was attached to Sbuth
Sub=-Sector for use against beach landings. The 57th Infantry was inite
ially in Army Reserve, was later assigned to I Corps for use in South
Sub=-Sector and was immediately attached to South Sub-Sector, as soon as
released to my control. . The 26th Cavalry was placed just north of the
Binuengan River west of the West Roade The procurement end movement of
reserves was one of my prime concerns during this trying period. The
peek of the fighting on beaches was reached about February 6th, at which
time the fighting was also intense in the areas of the "pockets". After
February 6th, the situation on the beaches had turned definitely in our
favor and the bulk of the Corps Reserve was shifted to the northe One
battalion of the 12th Infantry and one battalion of the Philippine Conw=
‘stabulary were attached to Right Sub=Sector, while the 26th Cavalry and
45th Infantry were moved to Trail 9 area, east of West Road. The opera=-
tions on the beaches cleared up progressively from south to north.
Longoskawayan Point was cleared of enemy troops Jeanuary 29th, Quinauan
Point on Febrﬁary 7th, and the An;asin River area on February 13th.
This permitted the Corps to concentrate on the "pocket fights",

During the period January 27th to February 5th, the "pocket" fights
were conducted as sepgrate operations under sub-sector commenders, éx-
cept that the "big pocket" operations included parts of the area of the
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right and left sub-sectors and had bsen placed under General Brougher,
using some troops from Left Sub=-Sector, lst Batfalion, 45th Infantry end
one platoon of tankse The net results of the operations in the "big
pocket" up to this time had been to drive enemy troops westward deep into
the srea of the lLeft Sub=-Sectore. By this time it was appasrent that the
"pocket" fights would have to be considered as one operation requiring
one commander and all available reserves.

On February bth, Brigadier Cenerel Jones was placed in commend of
operations in the sector of the "pocket fights" and all available reserves
were placed et his disposal. Coordinated attacks were launched against
both "pockets" and under the aggressive leadérship of General Jones, both
pockets had been practically eliminated by Februery 12th, when he was
évacuated to the hospitals The enemy still meinteined a narrow gap in
the main line resistance of the 1lth Division, which had been conneéted
with the "big pocket”. The operations from February 12th to February 17th
consisted in trying to close this zap and annihilate the enemy troops in
this corridor. Efforts to close the gap before the withdrawal of Japanese
Troops in the corridor were not completely successful. Some of the
troops in the corridor finally escaped north through the gap in the main
line of resistance. The bulk of the enemy forces, howéver, we.s believed
to have been annihilated. This was accomplished by a series of attacks
launched principelly from the south end west. The troops on the east con=
fined their ectivities to efforts to close the gap in the main line of re-
sistance and prevent the movement of enemy to the east. On February 17th,
all operations had been completed and the gap in the main line of resis-
tence closed.

The morale of troops in the I Corps reached its peak at this time.
The fighting on the beaches and in the "pockets" had been hard, gruelling,
close range combats. The limited amount of reserves did not permit re=-
lief of unitse. The fighting was ;Factioally continuous day end night.
Supply of troops on the front lines was very difficult and rations were
very limited. In spife of these difficulties all troops responded to all
demands. This was the first time during operations in the Philippines

that a Japanese Force of considerable size had been decisively defeated
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by offensive action on the part of a force consisted for the most part
of Fhilippine Army Troops. While the 45th Infantry and 57th Infantry
were the back-bone of the offensive fighting, the Philippine Army Troops
could be justly proud of the part they played.

Activities of the Corps from February 17th to llarch 12, 1942

The necessity for using all available troops in the beach and
pocket fights'retarded work on the improvement of the va;ious defensive
positions. After February 17th, work on orgenization was resumed.
Strenuous efforts were made to meet the inevitable offensive indicated by
arrival of Japanese reinforcements and general enemy acfivity.

There was an elarming increase in the.ndmber of inef{ggﬁives.

This was due to & number of causes, among which weres

(2) Decline in cuentity and cuality of rations. This reached as
low as one=third the normal ratione.

(b) Reaction after stimulation of combat.

(e¢) Iack of necessary medicines. Quinine could not be obtained
for preventive use, lalarie, dysentery, beriberi, dengue and effects
of malnutrition were rampant. Most of Philippine Army Troops had hook=
worms in addition to other ailments. Their weakened condition precluded
treatment for hook-worme

(d) Lack of edecuate shelter and clothing. There were insufficient
shelter helves, blanketg\and reincoats ?q/provide each man with et least
one of these items. ‘ 4 ! :

(e) Freouent bombings and artillery firing, especially in the Boko
Point and Saysain Ridge Arees.

(f) Intensive laebor on construction of defensive works.

It was estimated thet at least 75% of the command was incapacitated
to some extent. lost of these men remained with their organization es
sdeouate treatment was not avaeilable in rear establishments, which were
crowded, short of medicine and had not the food supplies necessary to
build up cases of malnutrition. Collecting stations and convalescing
stations were established in divisions, regiments and bettelions. Efforts
were mede to give men ot these stations slightly more then the regular issue

of rations. This increase had to come from the food issued to the command
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es a whole. By Merch 12th offensive action on & large scale by this

command was impracticable, due to exhausted condition of the troops,

as well ag lack of transportation and supplies. FHowever, constent patrolling
was meintained and day and night artillery interdiction of enemy ereas

was continued.

Enemy eir and artillery activity increased. During Japanese artillery
firing, their bombers flew over our artillery positﬁons' Any attempt at
counter-battery on our pert veas met by instant boumbing of battery firing.
These bombers opersted without opposition from our air force, and very
little from the limited enti-aircraft which was reduced by sickness to
the amount necessary to men one battery of 3§mm SUNE «

During this period small detachments of Japenese troops, which had
worked their way inlend from beaches unobserved, tried to rejoin their
forces‘north of Begace This resulted in numerous small encounters in the
reer of our front lines. The last of these groups, & force of about &0
men, was destroyed in the rear of the 9lst Division MLR in the Bagac
Sectors During these fights liajor Healy, Infantry, and Captain Winkle,‘
26th Cavelry were killed.

Summary of Operations from March 12, 1942 to April 9, 1942

On lMerch 12th lajor General Jones succeeded me in command of the |
I Corps. He energetically continued the plen of reconnaisence and re- .
organization, which had been initiated. The front of the llth Division
was shortened end strengthened. As it was estimated that the enemy main
effort would be to separete the I and II Corps along the Pantingen River, |
four switch positions were ogganized in that area. Exte&sive mining

operations were completed. In the Tiis River aree, near Bagac, and in the

1st Division area, near Trail 7, 300 pound depth charges were implaced,
modified so as to explode on contact or as desired by loecal detachment
commenders. The anti~tank defense of the Tiis River Velley was

strengthened b& the'addition to“%ﬁe Corps of some navel 3 inch guns end

one battery of self-propelled mounts. In addition the artillery of the Corps
was organized to concentrate its fire promptly in arees suitable for

tank attacke.

On April 3d, a mejor offensive was launched by Japanese forces
29 : |
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against the II Corpse On this date the Reserve of the I Corps

consisted of the 26th Cavalry and the 45th Infantry. -

On April 4th the 45th Infantry (less one Battalion) with platoon of
tenks wes ordered to report to II Corps at junction of Trails 29 and 8
On April 6th, the 26th Cavalry was ordered to the II Corps and on April 7th -
the lst P,C, was taken from the South Sub-Sector and assigned II Corps.

On April 7th, Feadcuarters Sector "D" (Headquarters Phiiippine
Division) (Ceneral Lough), the 45th Infantry (less one éattalion) and
detachments of the 4lst Infantry, Fhilippine Army, after beiﬁg repulsed
in a counter-atteck northward on Trail 29, was agein attached to the I
Corps in the viecinity of the juncfions of Trails 29 and 8.

This force pursuant to orders from Feadquarters Luzon Force, wes
orcdered to attack along Trail 8; make contac£rwith units of II Corps,
whose locetions were unknown, and hold the line of Treil 8. This ﬁttack
was launched under Generel Lough, but made no head-way, gpd on April 8th,
o double envelopment by a Jeapanese Regiment forced these troops to
retire ¥o the west of the Pantingan River. General Lough's command was
then ordered to defend a sector of the Pentingen River estride Treil 8.
The 1lst Battalion, 3d Infantry, was attached to this coméand at this time.

About noon, April 8th, the I Corps received orders to relieve the
45th Infentry by dark and have it proceed after dark to llariveles. The
11kh Division was ordered to relieve the 45th Infantry, and the necessary
transportation was recuested from Feadouarters Luzon Force. This trans-
portation wes not made available at the time and place scheduled.

The right flenk of the llth Division by this time had faellen back to

switch positions. The remainder of the Corps remained in original positions

until night of April 8th-9th, when all units withdrew to & line north

of Trail 9 end in general parallel to it. The Corps C.P. did not change

its locetion. The withdrawel was made tb protect the right flank of the Corps.
As information of the surre;aer did not reach the Corps until late

April 9th, dispositions were made for the all around defense of the

Corps Sectore.
Lete on April 9th, the I Corps was notified thet the EBatasn Iorce

had been surrendered and that all troops would assemble neear their C.P.'s
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and stack arms.

On April 9th, the ilth Division, which had complied with these in-
structions, wes attacked by Japanese Troops, who had crossed the Pantingan
River on Trail 8. This attack was finally halted when the Japanese were
informed of the surrender.

On the morning of April 10th, a Japanese Force attacked the front
of the lst Division. This attack was finally haltéé by the intervention
of the Japanese Commander, who had crossed the Fantingen.

Lete in the evening a Japanese Staff Officer arrived at the Corps
Commend Post and accepted the surrender of the Corps Commander, directing

him to report to the Japanese Army Commender next morning.

Jo M, WAINWR
General, United States Army
Formerly Commanding

North ILuzon Force and

I Philippine Corps

Tort Seam Houston, Texas
April 12, 1546

Appendices;

Noe. 1 - Citations

Noe. 2 = Operations North Luzon
Yo, 3 = Situation 18 January 1942
No. 4 - Sitvation 26 Januery 1942
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