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REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF TEE FHILIPPINE PROVISIONAL COAST ARTILLERY

BRIGADE (AA) IN THE PHILIPPINE CAMPAIGN

I. The pert played by the 200th Coast Artillery (AA) maturslly falls ia
four separate i.nd distinet cetegories during the defense of the Fhilippine
Islands from December 8, 1941 to 4pril 4, 1942. These phases ares

(1) Operations of the 200th CA (4n)

(2) Operations of the 515th CA (AA)

(3) Operations of Groupment "A" (AA)

(4) Operations of The Fhilippine Provisional
Coast Artillery Brigade.

As these steps are the natural growth and expaension of the anti-air-

4 eraft artillery, the operations report will, in accordance with this

netural sequence, follow the outline as shown above.

A. 1. ORGANIZATIONs The 200th Cosst Artillery (AA), Colomel'Charles

‘G, Sage commanding, arrived in the Philippine Islands im two eghelons dur=
‘ing September 1941 and assembled at Ft. Stotsenburg on 26 September. Str-
ength of the regiment on that date ms‘upproximtoly 1900 officers and men
(loss of all records prevents 'use of accurate figures). The moraing of 8
December 1941 96 enlisted men (truck drivu'rs) end 96 trucks were detached
from the 200th CA (AA) ard attached to the Provisional Group Self«Propelled
Artillery. That afternoon approximately 30 officers and 500 enlisted mnn,
with 40 vehicles, were detached on orders of the Commending General USAFFE
for the purpose of putting into operation anti-aireraft artillery equipment
then aveileble at Manilae Lt. Col. Harry M. Peck, executive officer of .

the ZOch CA (AA), was p'lacod in commend of that group, which first was
known &s the Frovisionmal 200th Coest Artillery (AA) of Menila .and later

was designated the 515th Coast Artillery (AR)s Other detechments from the
200th, to various installations and organizations, totalled approximately 25,
with the result that the'remilin; strength of the 200th on 9 December ﬁs
epproximately 1200, E&rly in Jotiutry 1942 additional transfers to the 5§15th
CA (AA) and other organizations further reduced this figure about 150s This
reduction was replaced in plrt by the additiomn of about 160 Air Corps oﬁ‘i»rl

/-
end enlisted men, who were p.tokod up at Clark Fiold after the reid on thtt
)
field had caused a widespread breaking up o‘f Air Corps organizationse
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On 25 Dgcember ome battery of the 92d CA(AA) (PS) was joimed to the 200th
by the regimental commsnder and used with thaﬁ regiment for several days,
until contact could be established with the commanding officer of the 924,
then on COrrogidor. This battery was commanded by Capteim John Molle Gulick,
CAC.

2., OPERATIONSs The 200th CA (AA) was assigned about 3 December 1941
to the Philippine Coast Artillery Commande Tho regiment was in action almost
deily from 8 December 1941 to 8 April 194é agdinst Japanese aviatione The
night of 24«25 December the regiment moved from the Clark Field area to the
Hermosa~layac JunctioneDinalupihen area, to provide anti=-aircreft defense
for the river crossings and bridges. The night of 27=28 December two gun
batteries were semt to Calumpit bridges to relieve battorios.of the 515th
CA(AA) and continue the enti-sircraft artillery defemse of those bridgese

These batteries were withdrawn to Hermosa after daylight 1 January 1942,

following the destruction of the bridges at Calumpit by Engineer forces at

0615 that morminges The night of 1=2 January the regiment withdrew to KP

148, and bivouscked there until the night of 8-9 January, when it establish-
ed an anti=aircraft artillery defense for Bataan air fielde On 21 lMarch

the 200th was relieved by order of the Commanding General USFIP of assigne=
ment to the PCAC end assigmed to Groupment "A" (AA). The same day Colomel
Charles Go Sage was by order of the Commending General luzon Force, relieved
as commanding officer, 200th CA (AA) and assigned as commanding officer of
Groupment A" (AA)e ILt. Colonel lMemory H Cain assumed temporary command of
the 200&1, pending trensfer from the 515th CA (AA) of Lt. Colonel John Ce
Luikerte On 7 April the 200th was relieved ‘from assignment to Groupment "A"
(AA) and assigned to the Philippine Provisional Coast Artillery Brigo,dve_k (u)
by order of the Commending General USFIF. In the late aftermoon of 8 April
all enti=aireraft artillery equipment except such as could be used to support
an infentry defemse position was destroyed in accordance with orders from
the brigede commander. The éme&rdors required the 200th to occupy, as
infentry, a defemsive position just south of Cabcaben air field, the left of
the ‘rogiment on the main roads Im this positiom, the 515th CA (AA), assigned
& similar mission, was on the left (west) of the 200th. In the early after=

noon of 9 April the 200th CA (AA) surrendered to the Japanese as & part of
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the Philippine Provisional Coast Artillery Brigede (AA)e
(Notes The undersigned, for the purpose of brevity, has
included im this report the period from 21 March to 9
April. Although not in command of the 200th during this

period he is familiar with the facts.)

3. MISCELLANEOUSs Considerable difficulty was experiemced with

M1tion issued to the regiment. All 3=in. gun ammunition was equipped
with powder~train fuze. Since the youngest .rounds were manufsctured in
1932 it was only nmatural that most of the fuzes were badly corrodeds Re=-
placement fuzes received also were in most cases corroded to such an extent
tbnt their usefulness was doubtful. Incidence of duds was abnormelly highe
The extreme example witnessed by the undersigned was the firimg of 17 rounds,
only two of which were detonated. The scarcity of ammunitionm, ;nd the know=
ledge that no more could be received necessitated drastic limitatiom of the
“mumber of rounds to be fired per gum per target. Continued observation of
‘off‘ectiveness of fire finally brought a limitetion of thwee rounds per gun
per terget. The 515th CA(AA) adopted the same rule, after conferemces be-
tween the regimental commanders.
Total ammunition issued to the regiment;

3-ine Antiaircraft shell, powder=train fuze Approx. 9200

57mm Antiaircraft shell Approx. 15000

«50 Cal machine gun ’ none

Ammunition destroyed prior to surrenders

Swin approxe 4000
37 mm &pPpProxe 6000
+50 cal 8pproxs 50000

(Notes «50 Cal. mechine gun ammunition was secured in large
quantity from Vlark field storage after that field
was abandoned by the Air Corpse. The 515th CA(AA)
was supplied with this ammunition as needed.)

It is not possible to gave accurate dates, nor the number of
engagements with Japanese aircraft. Total verified enemy planes destroyed
8 December 1941 to 8 April 1942; 51,

Incidence of malaris im the regiment was well below the average for

troops on Bataan, but this malady combindd with loss of strength due to the



ULV AL A XLV

Ny 73547

A

| Au

(]

o ¢

reduced rations to produce & very considerable loss of combat efficiencya
This loss was estimated at the time to be between 65% and 70% as of the

last few days before surrender.

Be 1ls ORGANIZATIONs In the late afternoon of 8 December 1941, pur-
suant to orders of the Commanding General USAFFE, approximately 30 officers
and 500 enlisted men and 40 vehicles were detached from the 200th Coast Art=
illery (AA) at Ft, Stotsemburg, Philippine Islands, and assigned & mission
to receive, put into action and operate antiaircraft artillery materiel availabl
at Manila, and to provide antisircraft artillery defemse for that citye Lt
Colonel Peck, executive officer of the 200th CA (AA), was placed in command
of this detebhment, which tentatively was designated the Provisiomal 200th
CA (AA) of Manila. On 19 December 1941 this orgenization was officially
designated the 515th Coast Artillery (AA), with Colonel Peck (Promoted that
date) as commanding officer. At lanila approximately 750 officers and men of
the Fhilippine Army were assigned to the regiment for training. Additional
 transfers in early January from the 200th CA (AA) brought the American enle
isted strength of the regiment to approximetely 550. All but 186 of the
Philippine Army personnel were detahhed from the regiment by 15 lMarch 1942
2+ OPERATIONS:s The mewly=formed regiment, essigned to the Phile
ippine Coast Artillery Command, hed drawn equipment and had one battery in
position by 1000 9 December; all batteries were in position and ready to fire
by 1600 9 December, and were then in action daily egainst Japanese aviation
at Manile until 25 December 194l. On 19December the 515th CA (AA) was ord=
ered to establish antiaireraft artillery defemse for the Calumpit ‘Bridgos.
This defense was established by four batteries om 20 December. The night of
25-26 December the regiment (less four batteries) moved to the vieinity of
Orani. \The night of 27-28 December the four batteries im defemse st Calumpit = |
Bridge‘s (having been relieved by elements of the 200th CA (AA) moved to join
the 515th CA (AA) in establishing antiaireraft artillery defense of the air |

fields near Orani end Pilar. On'13 January 1942 the regiment iohed the 200th

CA (AA) in the defense of Batean air fields On 26 January the regiment est=

ablished antisircraft defemse for Cabcaben air field. On 21 Yarch the regiment
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was relieved from essignment to the FCAC end essigned to Groupment "A" (AA)
by order of the Commanding Gemeral USFIPe On ¥ April the regiment wes re=
lieved of assignment to Groupment "A" (AA) and assigned to the l‘lzilippil.ao
Provisiomal Coast Artillery Brigade (AA), by order of the Commanding Genersal
USFIPs In the evening of 8 April 1942 the brigade commender ordered the 516th
to destroy all emtisircraft artillery material and equipment except that which
could be used to support an infentry defemsive positiom, end at the same time
ordered the 515th CA (AA) to occupy, es inf}ntry, & defensive position on the
high ground just south of Cebecaben air field, with its right flank on the main
road at Cabcebens The 200th CA (AA) received similer orders and occupied a
position to the right (east) of the 515th CA (AA)e About noom 9 Ap il 1942 the
515th CA (AA) surrendered to the Japanese as a part of the Fhilippinme Frovis~

ional Coast Artillery Brigade (AA)e
3, MISCELLANEOUSs Loss of all records mekes it impossible to list

by dates, engagements .with Japenese avietion. Total ememy planes destroyed
.(verified) from 9 December 1941' to 8 April 1942, both dates inclusives 30
\ Totel emmunition issued tothe regiment;

3-ine Antisireraft, powder~train fuze = approxe 9200

37mm Antiaireraft approxe 15000

«50 Cal machine gun none

(Notes a sufficient supply of the last item was
secured from the 200th CA (AA)

Ammunition destroyed at time of surrenders:

S=Ine Approxe 5000
3Tmm Approxs 9000
«50 Cel Approxs 8000

Beginning sbout 6 January 1942, when the organization was placed

on one~half retion, there was & rapid falling off of physical stremgth notice-
able in all persomnel of the regiments About 15 January there was a cons=
jderable increese inm malaria and from thet time until the surrender it is es=
timeted that the combet efficiem\ay of the regiment delined steadily, probably
being approximetely 25% om 8 A-.p::':l;lﬁ. The extreme example noted was in Battery

B, where for four consecutive days there were but 19 officers and men able to

do duty of any kinde The present stremgth of that battery was 100 officora’uf

mene
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Ce les ORGANIZATIONs Groupment "A" (AA) wes formed 21 March 1942 by

order of the Commending General USFIP, to be comprised of the 200th CA(A4)
the 515th CA (AA) and Battery A, 2d CA (AR) (PA)e Colomel Charles G, Sage
wos relieved of command of the 200th CA (AA) end assigned to command the Group=
ment on the same day, by order of the Commanding Gemeral, Luzon Forcee The
Groupment wus.ohnrgoé only with the training of persomnel and materiel supply
and maintenance for Battery "A" 24 CA (AA)(R&); Groupment "A" steff was
nramed as follows, each officer being transferred to Groupment Hoadquarteré
from the organizetion indicateds: .

Executive Officers Major James H, Hazlewood, 515th CA (AA)

5~3 end 8=4s Major Williem B. Reardom, 200th CA (AA)

S-1 and Motor Tramsportations Captain 41fonso B, Melendez, 515th CA(AA)

§-2, Munitioms, Communicationss Captain Thomes R, Taggart, 200th CA(AA)
Groupment "A" (Ag) wes inaotivated 7 April 1942, by order of the Commending
General, luzon Force, when most of its elements were incorporated imto the
Pnilippine Frivisional Coast Artillery Brigade (AA). :
: 2+ OPERATIONSs At the time of its inception, elements imcluded
in Groupment "A" were disposed as followss 200th CA (AA) (less ome battery)
defense of Bateam Air Field; 515th CA(AA)(less one battery) defense of Cabecaben
Air Field; Battery "A" 2d CA(AA)(PA) assigned to beach defense; Battery "G",
200th CA(AA) in defense nesr Headquerters I Corps (had been so employed since
about 9 February); Battery "B"™ 515th CA(AA) in defenmse near Headquarters I
Corps (had been so employed since about 2 larch)e Early im April Battery "F"
615th, was employed im antiaireraft artillery defensive 6perution- inthe fioid
artillery area of II Corps. Battery "F", 200th CA(AA) was employed im late
Merch and the first days of April on & roving mission on the main easgt road,
to combat strafing planess Battery "B", 515th, was being withdrswn from its
I Corps position to the vicimity of éisimnn bay at the time Groupment "A"™ was
inactivateds About 25 March the Japunoso flew their first night milsial;.
These formetions were illuminated by Groupment searchlights, pernitting lights
on Corregidor to remsin out of sotion. This procedure was followed during the
several subsequent night missions, appureﬁtly with success, since bombs dropped
in these night attacks did not hit Corregider. .

3« MISCELLANEQUSs A survey of elements of the Groupment, conducted

ebout 4 April disclosed that the combat efficiency of these organizations had

been seriously lowered by sickmess and by general loss of strength due to the
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the reduced rations An estimate made by the regimental surgeons of the 200th

CA(AA) and 515th CA(AA) on that date stated that efficiemcy inthese regiments
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had been reduceéd epproximately 607~65%es Not only were the officers and menm
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on a drastically reduced ratiom, but alsc they were required to carry duty

loads far sbove mormel reguirements because the regiments, while performing
combat duties expected of organizations fully complemented, actually were
manned at less than half strength. Verified reports of enemy planes destroyed

by elements of the Groupment, from 8 December to é’April 1942, inclusive, were:

By the 515thwe=-==- 31
By the 200th=e=ws=remeex 43
Total for Groupment 74

De le. ORGANIZATION: GO 7 USFIP dated 7 April 1942 created the

Philippine Provisional Coast Artillery Brigade (AA) and stipulated that the
brigade should be comprised of Brigade Headquarters and Headquarters Battery

(to be formed by transfer of necessery officer and emlisted persomiel from

"the 515th CA(AA) end the 200th CA(AA), the 515th CA(AL)and the 200th CA(AA).
‘Colonel Charles G, Sage was that dete relieved of comuend of Groupment "A"(AA)
(Which itself wes inectivated) and assigned to command the Provisional vy
Brigade, by order of the Commending General, Luzon Force. The staff named

for Uroupmernt "A" was trensferred to be staff for the Brigade.

2e OPERATIONS: Brigade sctivities continued all those formerly

under control of Yroupment "A"(AA), except that Battery "A", 2d CA(AA)(EA)

wa.s not included in the brigade. Intense enemy air activity, both bombing and
strafing of all American areas and installations on Batean continued throughout 1
7 and 8 4pril and until about noom 9 April. All batteries in the brigade were
in actiom during daylight hours 7 and 8 April. A report from S-3, 200th CA(AA)
at 1745 8 April indicated that Japanese ground forces had penetrated almost
to lamao. This information was telephoned to the Commending Gemeral, Iuzon
Force, who directed that another reconnaissance be mede and report telephoned,
since at that time he had mo information to suppowt this first report. This
mission was performed by Captain\\lnthony R, George, S-3, 200th CA(AA), end at
1855 he reported by telephone to the brigade commender that just a few minutes
earlier he had been under Japanese fire at KP 148.5. JThis information was
transmitted by phone to the Commanding Uenersl, Luzon Force, who immedistely

ordered the brigade to destroy all antisircreft artillery equipment except

N Hor (O & el e il B
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such as could be used to support an infantry defensive position, and to occupy,

as infantry, e defemsive position just south of Cabeaben air field. These

orders were given at 1920 to the commanding officers of the 816th and 200th

regiments; the 515th to be on the left, with its right flenk on the main road;

right with its left om the main road. The position

the 200th to be on the

was occupied by the regimen‘i;s, after the destruction of their antiairoraft

equipment, "at 0030 9 Aprils Pursuant to orders of the Commending General,

luzon Force, the brigade surrendered to the Japenese &t approximately 1200

9 Aprile.
3¢ MISCELLANEOUS: Verified enemy planes destroyed by the regiments

of the brigade, 8 December 1$41 to 8 April 1942, both dates inclusives

By the 515th CA(AA) -35
By the 200th CA(AA) -==51

Total for the Brig&de-------------—BS

4 | ke
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Brigedier General, AUS,
Commanding e
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