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The accompanying statement of views on the Japanese question in 

the United States was prepared by 'Lt. Com. K. D. Ri~~e. o~ the b~s1s 
. . 

of his ecquai~t~ce.with the problem over a Pbrlod of years. Commander 

Ringle's background. and experience with the Japanese include the 

followins: (e.) three years' study of·the"Japanese le.ilsU88e end the 

Japanese people as a Naval Language Student attached to the United 

States Embassy' in .Tokio fr.om 1928 ·to 19'1; ('b) one year I s d.ut.y as 

Assistant District Intelligence Officer, 14th Naval District (Hawaii) 

from July, 19315 to. July, 19371' (c) Assistant District Intelligence Of'ficer, 

11th Naval District/ . in oharge· of Naval Intelligence matters in Los 

Angeles and vicinity from July, 1940 to the present time. 

As a result of the~ above, Commander "Ringle has de~eloped a very 

great interest .in the problema -at the Japanese in America, particularly 

with regard to .the future posit-ion of the United States citizen , of Japanese 

ancestry. He has sought .contac-t with certain of the nisei leaders. He 

has likewise discuBsed the matter ~lidely with ma.ny CaucaSian Americans 
... . 

who have lived with. the problem far years. 

The Comman~er'e statement represents his own personal opinion and 

does not necessarily reflect the policies of the War Relocation Authority 

or the Navy Dspartment. It is submitted for purposes of file and inf'armation 
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For purposes of brevity and clearness, four JapaneAe words in common 

use by Americans ae well as Japanese in referring to these people will 

be expla1ned. Hereafter these worde will be used where appropriate. 

ISSEI (pronounced aa-say) meaning "first generation. II 
Used to refer to those who were born in Japanj hence, alien 
JaIBnese in 1{he United States • 

. NISEI (pronounced nee-say) meaning "aecond generation. II 
Used for those children of ISSEI born in the United States. 

SANSEI (pronounced san-say) meaning "third generation. II 
Children of NISEI . 

KIBEI (pronounced kee-bay) meaning "returned to America. II 
Refers to those NISEI who spent all or a large portion of their lives 
in Japan and who have now returned to the United States. 
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'l'III!:-:rAPt.NESE '!UESTION IN THE UNITED -,,:rATES 

A C_llation of Memoranda by Lt. Com. K. D. Ringl e 

. . .... 

The fol low1I1g 'opinions, emp'l1f:1ed fn succeeding paragraphs, are held 

by the witer: ' . • 
. , , 

(a) That wt thin 'the 'l ast eight or ten years the entire uJapanea8 

qU8stion il in the united Statee hae reversed itself . The alien menace 

1s no 10l1Ger P~8moUl'lt; and 1s becoming of l se8 importance almost daily, 

Be the original. ~ien lmmigrants grow ol der and die, end 88 more end more 

of' their American-born' c~~ldren reach maturl ty . The primery present end 

future problem 1s that of dealing with the American-born United States 

citizens of Japanese ancestry, of whom it 18 considered that at least , 
seventy-five per cent are loyal to the United States . The rat10 of these 

American citizens of Japanese ancestry to alien-born Japanese in the 

United States 1s at present almost 3 to 1, and rapidly increasing. 

(b) ~at of the Japaneee · born alien residents, the large major1~ ere 

at least passively loyal to the United States. That is, they would 

knowlingly do nothing Whatever to the injury of the United States, but at 

the same time would not do anything to the injury of Japan. Most of the 

remainder would not engase in ac'tive sabotage or insurrection, but might 

well do surreptitious observation work for Japanese interests if given a 

convenient opportunity . 

(c) That, however, there ere among the Japanese, both alien and 

citi zen, certain indiViduals, either deliberately placed by the Japanese 

govermnent or actuated by a fanatical loyalty to that country, who would 

act as saboteurs or agents. This number 1s estimated to be less than three 

per cent of the total, or about 3500" in the entire United States. 
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...... ...... 
(d) That, of the persons mentioned above, the moat dangerous ere either 

alxea~ in custodial detention or ere members of such organizations as the 

Bleck Dr"8on Society, the Kaigun Kyokei (Navy Le"8ue) , or the Heimusb Kai 

(Mi l 1tery Service Men's League) , or affil iated groupe who have not yet 

been apprehended. The membership of these groups 1s already fairly well 

known to the Naval Intelligence and the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

and ehould 1Jmnediately be placed in custodial. detention, irrespective of 

whether they ere alien or cit izen . 

(0 ) That, BS a baSic pol icy tending toward the par.manent solution of 

this problem, the American citizens of Japanese ancestry should be officially 

encour88ed in their efforts toward l oyalty and acceptance B8 bona fide 

citizens; that they be accorded a place in the national war effort through 

such agencies 88 the Red CrOBs, u . s .a., civilian defense, and even in such 

activities 8S ship and aircraft buil ding or other defense production, even 

though subject to greater investigative checks as to background and 

loyalty, etc . , tban Caucasian Americans . 

(f) That, despite paragraph (e) ~bove, the most potentially dangerous 

element of all ere those American citizens of Japanese ancestry who have 

spent a number of the formative yeers of their lives, from the age of 13 

to the age of 20 in Japan and have returned to the United States to claim 

their l egal. American citizenship within the l ast few yeers . These peopl e 

are essentially end i nherently Japanese and DlBY havs been deliberately 

sent back to the United States by the Japanese government to act as 88snts • 

. In sp1te of their le6al cit1zenshl1> end the protection afforded them by 

the Bill of Riehts, they should be looked upon as enemy aliens end many of 

them pl aced in custodial detention. 
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BACKGROUNDS 

The Issei 

The last issei who legally entered the United States did so in 1924. 

Most of the alien group arrived before that time; therefore, these people 
.. i . 

have been in the United States at least eighteen years, or most of their . . 
adult life . They have their businesses and livelihoods here . Most of them 

are aliens only because the laws o~ the United Sta~eB do not permit them 

t o became naturalized. They have raised their children in the United States; 

many of them have BonB in the United States army. 

Exact figures are not availabl e , but the r·1111tary Intelligence Offie;: 

in Los Angeles estimated on June 15, 1942 that approximately five thousand 

nisei in the State of California have entered the United States army as a 

result of the Selective Service Act. It dOBs not seem reasonable that these 

aliens under the above conditions would form an organized group for armed 

insurrection or organized sabotage. Insofar as numbers go, there are only 

48, 697 alien Japanese in the eight western states . 

(The Associated Press dispatch fram Washington referring to the 

registration of enemy aliena stated: "The group which mus t register first 

comprises the 135,843 enemy aliens in the western command--Arizona, 

California, Idaho, Utah, Montana, Nevada, Oregon and Washington. The group . . . . 
includes 26,255 Germans , 60,905 Italians, and 48,697 Japanese." It is 

assumed that the foregoing figures are based ei t her on the 1940 census or 

the alien registration which waB taken the ,latter part of 1940. ) 
, '-;' .,,' 

There are two factors which must be considered in relation to the 

iese1. First, the group includes a ,sizeable number of "technical" aliens; 
'. 

• that is, those who, although Japanese-born and therefore legally aliens, 

entered the United States in infancy, gre'W' up here, and are at heart 

Ameri can citizens. Second, the parente of the kibei, should be considered 
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as those who are moat loyal to Japan, since they are the ones who Bent their 

children to be educated and brought up entirely in the Japanese manner. 

Dual Citizenship 

I do not consider that merely registering the birth of a child twent,y 

or more years ag~ with the ~apaneae consulate 1s Indlcatlye of any 

Bubversi ve Inte.nt on the part of' the parent. The parents at that time were 

not at all sure that they would remain all their lives in the United States 

nor were they sure that the child would be able to enjoy his citizenship 

here . They wanted to protect the child 80 that if he 80 desired, he could 

at aome later date either return to Japan or otherwise benefit from his 

Japanese citizenship . In many cases this registration was made merely 80 

that he:would be eligible for an inheritance fram relatives still in Japan. 

The s1 tuation 1s exactly that which obtains when American parents 

resident in England register the birth of their ohild with the American 

oonsulate, so that the child can have the benefit of American citizenship 

if he so desires. Such a child is ae trulY.,a dual oitizen as the Japanese 

child born in the United Sta.tes . It is only in the JapD.IlElse machinery for 

the divesting of suoh citizenship that any aiff1culty exists . 
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The Nisei 

I havo stated ab~ that s~venty-fiv~ percont or ~o of the nisoi 

are loyal United States citizens. This opinion was formed largely through 
, 

personal contact with the nisoi themselves-and their chiof organization, 

tho Japanese American Citiz~ns Lcague~ It was also formed through interviews 

with many people in government circles, l aw-onforcamant officers, business 

men, etc . , who have doalt with them oVer a portod of many years . There are 

several conclusive proofs of this statomont which can bo advanced. These 

are : 

(a) The action taken by tho Japanese American Citizens Lea~o in 

convention in Santa Ana, California, en January 11, 1942. This convention 

voted to requiro tho following oath to be taken, signod, and notarized by 

ovory membor of that organization as a prerequisite for membership fer the 

year 1942, and for all members taken into the orgnnization in tho future! 

"I, , do solemnly swear that 
I will BUpport and defend the Constitution 
of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same ; that I 
hereby renounce any other allegiances which 
I may have knowingly or unknowingly held in 
the past; and that I take this obligation 
freely without any mental reserVation or 
purpose of evasion . So help me God . " 

(b) Many of the nisei leaders have voluntarily contributed valuable 

anti- subversive information to governmental agencies . 

(c) The Japanese Consular staff, leaders of the Central Japanese 

Association, and other who are known to have been sympathetic to the 

Japanese causa do not trust the nisei . 

(d) A great many of the nisei have taken logal steps through 

the Japanese Consulate and the Government of Japan to officially divest 

themselves of Japanese oitizenship (dual citizenship), even though by BO 

doing they become legally dead in the eyes of the Japanese l aw, and are no 

longer eligible to inherit any property which they or their family may hold 

in Japan . 
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Tho Unitod States rp~'"lgniz.es theae American-born Orir .... als as citizens, 
.oJ 

extends the franchise to tham, drafts them for military service , forces them 

to pay taxes, perform Jury duty, etc ., and el.-tends to them the complete 

protection afforded by the Constitution and Bill of Rights, and yet at the 

same time haa viewed them with considerable suspicion and distrust. So far 

as it is known to the writer, no particular effort has been made to develop 

their loyalty to the United States, other than to permit them to attend 

public schools . They are segregated by zoning lawD, discr1minated against 

in employment, and rebuffed in nearly all their efforts to prove their 

loyalty to the United Statos . Yet at the same t1me , those who grow to 

the age of about 16 years in the Uhited Statos and then go to Japan for a 

few years ' education find themselves viewed with mora suspicion and distrust 

in that country than they ever wore in the United States. Tho majority of 

them return after a short time thoroughly disillusioned with Japan und more 

loyal than over to the United States . 

It is subm1tted that the only practical, permanent solution of this 

problem is to indoctrinate and absorb these people, accept them as an integrnl 

part of tho United States population, even though they remain a racial 

minority, und officially extend to them tho rights and privilegcs of citizen-

ship, as well as demanding of them its duties and obligations . 

If such steps aro not taleen, the field for prosolyting and propaganda 

among them is loft entirely to JapanesD interosts acting through consulates, 

consular aeonte:, Do-called "cultural societies, II athletic clubs, trade 

... troaty aliens, representatives of steamship and travol agoncies, lIaoodwill" 

missions J etc . Much can also be accomplished through Buddhist and Sh.1nto 

priests who, through a quirk in the U. S . immigration laws, may and have 

entered the country freely, regardless of exclusion laws, as "ministers of 

religion. II It is well mown to the 'Writer that his acquaintance with and 

encouragement of nisei leaders in their efforts tewlU·d.e Americani&e.tion was a 

matter of considerable concern to the former Japanese Conaul at Los Angeles . 
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It 1s submitted that the nisei coul d be accordod a place in the national 

war effort w~thout risk or danger , and that such a step would go farther than 

anything else towards coomUtting their loyalty to the United States . Because 

of their physical characteristics they would be most easily observed, far 

oasior than doubtful citizons of the CaucQsian raco, auch as naturalized 

Germans or Italians . They would, of course , be subject to the same or 

more stringent checks as to background than caucasians bofore thoy were 
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In oonsidering the degree to which the nisei have become Americanized 

and the factors which have brought this about, the attitude of the iseei par-

ents has a great influence. It has been conceded generally that there are a 

great IlBIl.y iasei who are at least passively loyal to the United States. It 

must be remembered always that the last iseei to enter the United States did 

so in 1924 . It should 11kewise be recognized that American influences have 

affected these issei, consciously or unconsciously, directly or indirectly, 

constantly since that time . Furthermore, it must be remembered that one of 

the chief factors affeoting this Americanization of issei has been the chil-

dren themselves, in the reports they bring back from their school life, their 

play, or from their associations with white American children. 

These factors have worked to a greater or les9 degree on the indiTidual 

1ssei. The real conflict between the two ideologies, American and Japanese, 

is in the iese1, for they have their background of life in Japan and must 

struggl e to reconcile these two very different phases of their lives , 

Americanization of the Nisei 

If the above is conceded, it must therefore be conceded that the 

Americanization of the nisei haa prooeeded with at leaat the tacit consent, 

if not the active cooperation, of many of the Japanese-born parents. In 

fact, it is such a natural thing that it has proceeded and 101111 proceed 

to a greater or lesser degree despite the active opposition of the parents. 
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lbe degree to which the parents oppose it- is a neasure of the strength of 

the loyalty to Japal1 of the parents. That there are fectors in America 

tending to strengthen that loyalty is conceded. These factors are the 

Japanese associat·ions, the Japanese consular system, and most of all, the 

fact that the parents cannot bec~e citizens of this country although they 

may have the status of legal residents . That some of the nisei are more 

Americanized than others is not so much a measure of the success of an 

Americanization program as it is a measure of the strength of the opposition 

to such a program, usually on the part of the parents. Unless there is 

conscious, active continuous opposition, the child will absorb American-

ization as naturally as he breathes . 

~ortance of School Influence 

It is, I think, a Japanese characteristic to have a very great 

reverence for and thirst for knowledge and education. The teacher is a 

person of importance in the Japanese mind and the words and teachings of 

the teache~ are greatly ·respected. Therefore, the fact that the teacher 

said thus and so not only affects the children but by being reported by the 

children to the parents affects the parents likewise. Furthermore, I do 

not believe it can be aaid that the school influence ceases with the dis-

missal bell. Quite the contrary. The school influence carries over into 

the home and to the how's outside the school through such media as sobool .. 

books, 8chool magazines, extracurricular school activities such as games, 

sports and contests, hygiene, diet, dress, and so on. 

Intense Desire to Conform 

The nisei children have always been in the minority in schools and 
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community l ife, . and have naturally and very conscientiously· s triven to 

conform to the sta.ndards of the ~jority, which are t he Ame:r:1can standards . 

The expression so common ln ~land that a thing "ls or 1s not dorte" ls 

fully as appllcable to the nisei, obtaining to a far greater degree than 

'WOuld be the case 'With the aver8ge Caucasian American. 

I think this idea of conformity can best be illustrated by a story 

told me by Fred Tayama of Los Aneeles. In discussing the evacuatlon program, 

Fred stated that tbe greatest conce:n on the pert of his wife and .himself was 

the lnevttable 10BB of Caucasian American teachers and :playmates for his 

children. Fred sa.ld, ''My parents came over here many years ago . They 

desired qulte earnestly to adapt themselves t o the ways and cuatoms and 

Ufe in thia new COtultry . They 'Were poor and had to work 'Very hard for 

long hours in order to provide a living for themselves and for us children. 

They were 8.D%1ous that we attend AlIlerican schools; that 1f8 children who 

were born here and ve~ citizens of this country should have every oppor-

tun1ty. to .make our Olm .place in this country. Nevertheless, lf8 suffered 

somewhat In that our parents could not ful.ly bridge the gap, largely 

because of 'language, end were not able to take an effective part lh such 

American activ1tie8 as the Parent-Teacher Associatlnn, consultation with 

individual teachers, community meetings and projects, and other normal 

community' .activ1t.1ee in which the Cauc881e.n American participates. 

''We, the ,.nisei, feel tl;lat 'We have bridged that ga:p. My little girl 

is 10 years old. She plays the- violln in the school orchestra. She has a 

job 1n the achool l:1:bre.ry on a volunteer basis . She belongs to· a 'number 

of. ,school ass.ociectiona. He are members at the Parent-Teacher Association, 

anc1 freely and, f'l'equent-ly consult 'With our daughter's teacher.. As far ae 
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we are able to teli, our daughter minelee with her Caucaai?ll -echool.ma.tea 

on terms of absolute equality. She can understand a very little bit of 

Je.penese 'Which she has picked up from her grandmother, but can not and 

will not speak the language at all. We have no intention of ever sending 

her to any l~ school. We value her aeaociation Witb her teacher 

end playmates above everything else, and those are the th1nge "'hlch_ we 

are being asked to give up by this evacuee program. I deeply hope t~t 

some method can be worked out lThereby contacts end friendships between 

the two racial ESI'oups can be maintained and: most of all whereby Caucasian 

American teachers can be employed on the projects to further the Americen-

izatlon influence and keep alive American outside contacts. II 

I believe that this is a typical sentiment with these people. 

A Change In Posi t1:an Of \-lomen 

It is granted freely that -the position of l(OInen is far, fer higher in 

America than it 1s in Japan: This -fact fa fUlly as apparent to the issei 

mother as it is to any other" person, ~ probably more so.. The issei mother 

in nearly all ce.aes des"1xea a higher" position" not only for herself but 

for her daughters.. :Even "in oppos"ition to the father, ehe will encourage 

her daughter to adopt American standards, and encourage her sona to 

accord women the Position they occupy in American ll~e. 

Furthermore, coeducation" proceeds to a far greater degree in this 

country than it does in Japan~ There the boys and girls are put into, 

separate Bchoole at a very early ace and there 1s very little association 

between the sexes i " Here coeduoation pt"oceedS through college. Boys and 

girls learn to know 'and understand each othsr to a d.egl:ee that is completely 

1mpose"1ble in Japan'. In tbia manrier, the girl s themselves demand. and receive 
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from the boye ' the deferential treatment ac-corded to American women in 

general. 

This dtfference -ls be'at exemplified by the breakdo'WIl on thie account 

of the Japanese marriase system. In Japan', marr1aeea are arranged by 

fe.mily contracts, usually by me~ of a marriage broker or "go-between . II 

The parties to the marriage very .sel dam, if ever, know one another before 

the marriage . Often,. they have not even seen one another before the 

marriage service. In America this sys tem was among the first Japanese ' 

customs to be broken do'WIl. The for ma still persist to Bome degree, largely 

ae a sentimental concession to the parents, but in nearly all cases the 

boys and girls are well acquainted and in love on their own, and they 

themselves as a ruLe arrange the formalities of "go-between" and contact 

between familiee. 

So tar has the. Japanese custom broken down that if a marriage 1s 

attempted on the old system, the children themselves can and often do refuse 

to have anyth1n8 to do with it unless and \Ultil a genuine acquaintanceship 

and affection has developed between the two parties . It is quite customary 

~hat it the girL deCides to refuse, the parents no longer insist. 

Adoption Of Western Dress 

The d1ff~rence- i8 also noted in dress. The issei women have unlver-

sally adopted western costume. The nisei, both boys and girls, despise 

the Japanese dress since it ie confining, uncomfortable, and most of all 

does not conform to customary American standards. The girls in particular 

have taken enthusiastically to Amer.ican customs in the use of such items 

as cosmetIcs, makeup, silk stockings, methods and styles ..of hal"l- dress , and 

the l1:ke . It 1s true that on certain ceremonial occasions they occasionally 

resort to the Japanese kimono. This, however, ie a sort of fancy dress 
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coetume and even on thee's ' occasions the American styl e of hatr dress and 

the use of American cosmetics and makeup still persist . I have never aeen 

in the Uhited States n Japanese girl use the ~apaneBe styl e of hair dress 

or the Japanese styl e of makeup even an the most ceremonial occasions . 

Effect Of Rel igton 

Religion haa likewise pl ayed 1 ta part. The Chriatian religion as 

practiced in tbe United states 18 a powerful. influence toward Americaniza-

tien. The Buddhist rel igion, b e ing very adaptabl e , 1s to a l arge de gree 

conforming to the American thought and way of life . It has had to in order 

to persist . It has streaml:ined itsel f 60 that it now includes BUch American 

customs as young peoples' aSBoclatlane in which both boys and girl s partlcl -

pate; there are Yo'LlIl8 J.1en t e and Yo'UllS Women's Buddhist AsSOCiations, modeled 

on the Yl.£A and the nICA. J>:teny other customs and innovations have been in-

traduced eo that at the moment the Buddhiet religion itself as a religious 

belief is not contrary to the American lTq of l ife . . That :ma.ny of the priests 

ere alien importations who have deliberately used their influence in favor 

of Japan, and who may have been planted here by the Japanese government 

for that very purpose, is freel y- admitted and. mt.Uft always be borne in mind. 

Also it is conceded that most of the 'pro-Japanese 'isse1 are members of 

the Buddhist faith and therefore may have been instrumental in the intro­

duction of alien priests . Nevertheless , the tenets" of the faith are per­

fectly acceptable and cannot be classed as un-American . 

The effectiveness of religion is best exemplified by the conditions 

on Term1nal Island. before the evacuat'1on. Even in that very Japanese 

CommunitYJ the Baptist Church was "the center 'of community life. The 

Sunday School at that churah was the social center of all nisei activities. 
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It con~ucted cooking and 

eewins classes ; 'hM. churCh! Buppers, aoc1Rl.a, .baseball games, picnics and 

the like, all on the American atyle:.~- . i'lIe~" pB.ator of that church was h1mBelf 

a nisei educated .in the United Stat&"S" l3;lld." ordained in en Aloor1cen Theological 

Seminary . There 'WaS aleo attached to tb"e church a Caucasian American 

miSSionary who 1mB a member of t he ~t±et Board. of Home t-Uss1onaries . 

The contrast between t he act1v1t1es:.~ 8\tni:>und1ng the Baptist Ch\U'ch end 

thoBe surrounding the Buddhist .Temple, which was l e88 than a block away, 

was startling. The Christian Clnu"ch :always hed at l east five times as many 

peopl e part1c1pat1113 in their ac"t1v1 ties as did the TSID.1l1e. 

End of the Caste System 

Inqui17 h~B been made concerninG the caste system among the Japanese 

in Amerioa. In general, it does not exist, for a very good reason . Prac-

t1cally without exception, all of the 1S8S1 who came to America came 

from the same social group. Hence the caste lines were not imported. There 

did and do exist Bocial distinctions, but these social distinctions as a 

,\-Thol e are essentially the same as those in any American cOllDllunity. They are 

based on bUSiness success, degree of education, religion, and so an, t he 

same as in ar.y American com'.mity. This compl ete brea!oiolm of the caste 

system 1s best exemplified by the case of Halter Tsukamoto, a very 

brilliant yo~ nisei attorney from Sacramento, who haa been voted the 

outstanding nisei in the United states and '~ho is admired as a speaker and 

as a l4wyer. Tsukamoto came from the "Eta" class of "untouchables!! '~ho are 

almost pariaha in J apan. 

Examples ~f Economic ·and Sooial Ambition 

There exists among . t he nisei a desire to rise above the1-r environment 

and to separate themselves, if pOSBible , from a purely J apanese ocnmnunity. 
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This was shO\JI1 to me pla1nl.y .by_ two young 'men tram Teini1nal Island, both 

college graduatee and bothyouDg me,. 0:1" oonsiderable ablli ty. One 0:1' 

them asked me point 1>lenk\1hat I 'thought hie Chanc.e "ere of settiDg 

employment. ae a mach1n;1.t in the ' ehip bulldiDg plante developil1ll in Loe 

Angeles harbor. He ~tated that he was a college graduate with a degree 

in eng1ne~r1ngi that he waB a good maeh1nist with a considerable know1edge 

and experience in Diesel engine's; that in the last fell years he had made 

hie I1v1,ns a8 the engmeer of .a f1ah1ng boat. Be stated that be could Bee 

no future in his present emploj'Dlellt" and that-··aa long as he" continued 

living on Terminal reland and engegiDg in the fiehiDg industry, he would 

be classed as "just another damn J ap." He thought he saw in the demand 

for skilled laborers in the ship yards en opportunity to aepG%'ate himself 

fram this Ja~ane6e environment, to do. a patriotic service for hie country, 

and to establish himaelf in a recognized trade or industry. I told him. 

that I tho~t . hlB chances were very s11m, not because or h1s r ace, but 

merely because he bel,?Il(Jed to a :m:1nority group in' the AmericlUl population 

of whose loyal '!-y and intesr1 ty the :people at .1arse were not aure. He 

replied, "We~, thanks :t:'or ·the anawe~. It's at least an honest one end 

nobody can stop me from trying." But he ·d1d ~ get the job. 

The other case if! s,omewhat similar. The boy had' made and invested 

a certain amount of money m the, :I'.1elJ.iDg induetr.t and had pro:!'1ted thereby. 

l!e immediately retired from goiDg tQ ' .... and, wse engaged in furniehiDg 

fishing s'qpplles, such as. nets, ·floats; hdoks, provlston.s, and the like. 

He married the g1rl or his choice who had gone throush hiGh school witb 

him and immed1ately purchased a lot ,11th · a most · attractive house in the . . ',. ~ .. ..... - .. , .. ,_.. " 

near tovn of Lomita, ' and moved from Tenninal Island. 
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A third case, "rh1ch ~o me 1s quite typical, is that of Harvey Benamura . 

Harvey 'WaB educnted in Los Angeles end l'aB a araduate of the University 

of California . He 1ike\l1Be vas O118B8ed in tho fishing indUBt17. In the 

course of conversation one day he told me that he and his younger brother 

were the only t",o members of his family in the United States; that his 

parents had. retmned to J apan. He stated that his father had return.ed 

reluctantly but from a senss of duty since he, the father, waB the eldest 

son of the eldest son, and as BUeh, was in l1ne for the legal position of 

"head of the family" in J apan. He had. in fact returned 1n response to the 

pleas end demands of Harvey' 8 grandfather. Harvey stat6d that his father 

in Japan was nO\l grmd.l'lB old end. that he in turn was writing Hervey, 

ursina that he return to Japan and take up his duty and le8a! obligations 

as llhead of the family." I aaked Harvey if he intended to do BO. He aa1d 

"Not at all, Mr. RinBls , I have been there. I <\'Tent over 'When I was about 

18 and took two years of college. I don f t ,rant any more t Furthennore, 

lIW vife was bom and broueht up here and is American end. would be utterly 

miserable in J apan. Again, ~ son 'Who is now only tHO 'Has born here. He 

is the third generation. I intend to do everything I can to brins him up 

completely and entj,rely in the American 'Way, and to sever a1.1 ties and 

connections with Japan. I will never see T!I3 father or m:r mother acam. 

It is rather difficult at the moment to resist my father ' s pleas, but he 

will not live many more years and if I can hold out tbat long the con-

nection will be :permanently broken. II 

Loya1.ty of Group 

Loya1.ty 18 a rather dominant characteristic of these people. JUst 

because of that, loyalties are r ather slow in being given, but once 

conferred are conferred Without reservation. I think this hesitancy to 
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confer loyalty accounts for a great deal of the apparent suspicion and 

unwillingness to accept individual leadership on the part of the Japanese 

in America. I believe, however, that by and large,the nisei and many 

of the i8sei have definitely made up their minds to confer their loyalty 

on the United States. I think that by and large we are justified in 

counting on that loyalty. 

IIF,isb rut dt Water" 

Another factor which is not commonly realized is that the nisei is 

not welcome in Japan. He is complete "fish out of water1t and no one feels 

it more keenly than he. In making this statement, I refer to the nisei who 

grows up in the United States to the age of about 17 or more and who then 

goes back to Japan either to finish his education or to seek employment. 

In Japan he .is looked upon with far more suspicion than a white person . 

He is laughed at for his foreign ways. He is called an American ffpy. In 

other ways he does not conform and finds himself unable to do so. He 

can not live on the Japanese standard of living, on the Japanese diet, or 

accustom him.aelf to Japanese ways of life. It is my firm .belief that the 

finest way to make a pro-American out of any nisei i~ to send him back ·to 

Japan for one or two years ~~~r he is 17 or more. Often a visit of onlya . 

few months is sufficient. 

This is exemplified by the story of a maid who worked for me. Her parents 

had taken her back to Japan to a small farming village when she was 16. She 

was utterly miserable. She did not speak the Japanese language any too well--

which is the case with most nisei. She was forced into Japanese dress which 

was uncomfortable and in her eyes appeared ridiculous. She was laughed at 

and talked about and ridic~d by the entire village for her American way of 
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thinking and. her American Dl8m1eriBlllB. She was called forward, 1m!!1odest, and 

fresh. She was so utterly miserable that she finally prevailed upon her par-

ants to allow her to return to the United States alone, which she did. 

Nisei Dependence em Iesei Waning 

It may well be asked why the views expressed herein are not more 

cammon. This is attributable to the extreme youth of the nisei, and to 

date, their economic dependence on the issei. This dependence is very 

real, and has forced many nissi to do things \-1hich they would otherwise 

not have done . For instance, the holding of jobs was sometimes made 

contingent upon regular contributions by nisei toward the purchase of 

Japanese war bonds; upon nisei joining Bome Japanese society, and the 

like. 

Also, the CauCasian Americans of powor and influence whose opinions 

and decisions carry weight are the same people who - rightly at the time 

brought about the exclusion act, and who therefore see in all Oriental faces, 

issei and. nisei" alike, the very alien and incomprehensible type of peasant 

who was entering the country twenty-five or thirty years ago. The white 

contemporaries of the nisei, the young people who were their school mates, 
": ! 

are not yet in pnsitions of" influence in politics or business. Ten to 

fifteen years fram now when both groups have matured, these conditions 

will no longer obtain, "and they will meet on grounds of mutual acquaintance 
, 

and understanding." 

To summarize the above, it 1s my belief that the Americanization 

process 1s a very natural one; that had this war not came along at this 

time, in another ten cr fifteen years there would have been no Japanese 
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problem, for the issei WO.uld have passed on, and the nisei taken their 

place naturally, and without comment or confusion in the American community 

and national life. 

Japanese -American Organizations 

There is no place where the sharp cleavage between the generations 1s 

more pronounced than in the field of organizations. Therefore, thie sec-

tion must of necessity be divided into two parts - ieeei organizations 

and nieei organizations. 

Issei Groups,_ The first were very definitely Japanese in character and 

origin. Possibly the first groupinge were the "kenJln kais." These were 

merely social organizations formed on the baeis of placee of origin, exactly 

similar to the "Kansas Club", the "Iowa Club" and others prevalent in 

California. They held social gatherings, picnics, and the like and no 

doubt served as clearing houses for news of family and friends and gossip 

baaed on the original town, village and prefecture or "ken" in Japan. 

There were also guild or ,occupational orsanizations. Next, certain patri-

otic organizations made their appearance. These begin to be subversive in 

character, for they ;included such groupings as the uJapaneee Military 

Service Men's League"; the "Military Virtue Society"; the "Japanese 

Navy League"; and a host of others. 'fulls the members of most of these 

groups were probably not anti-American in word, deed, or intent, they 

were very definitely and strongly pro-Japaneee . The organizations served 

as collection ~nci~s for contributions to the Japanese war fundsj pur-

chased Japanese war bonds in large quantities; and contributed money and 

goods and services to the Japanese troops in the war against China. 
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All of the organizations were bound together through the Central 

Japanese Society. This Society "ras e. sort of "holding company" in which 

all of the lesser groups were share holders and contributors. The 

Central Japanese Society was headed in Los Angeles by a man named Gongoro 

Nakamura, who was looked upon generally as the most dangerous Japanese 

in Southern California because of the power he wielded and because of his 

close association with the Japanese consulate . He was placed in custodial 

detention along with many other leaders on the seventh of December. 

It should be noted, however, that this Central Japanese Association 

served a very useful purpose for the Japanese alien during the twenty years 

preceding the war . The Japanese, after all , was an alien and a citize~ of 

Japan. His status in the United States was somewhat ambiguous. The open 

purpose, rather well carried out, was to look after and in so far as 

ppssible, protect the interests of the alien Japanese resident in this country. 

That it also served to keep alive some of his interests and ties with the 

home country was inevitable. It was through this organization that the 

language schools were fostered; del egates were sent back to Japan for 

specific purposes, such as attending the celeorntlon of the 2600th 

anniversary of the founding of the Japanese Empire in 1940. It was through 

this organization that the "Japanese Overseas COlllpatriots Society" was 

founded in .Tokyo at that ttme. 
.. 

Nisei Groups, The nisei, on the other hand, ·were not too susceptible to 

this sort of organ~zation . They had no background of a conunon home town or hane 

state in Japan. They did not understand too much of the language or the 
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Japanese ideology. They were rather 1mpa.tlent with the language schools, 

but attended at the command of their parents. The nisei grouped themselves 

into orsa1nzat1ons much the smae ae any group of white Americana, on 

religious, social, occupational , or other congenial groupings . These 

orsanizatione were as mutually distrustful of one another as any similar 

white organizations would be . To illustrate this point, some months agp 

a group of JACL members went to the mayor of Los Angeles to discuss the 

entire Japanese situation with him . On learning of their oraanization 

and the number and type of persons represented, he said "You people are 

not truly representative of the group as a whole. Go set yourselves a 

group or committee which is tr)1ly representative and then we can talk." 

At first blush this seems to mke sense. The Japanese called 

a mss meeting and attempted to orfJlIlize a group known as the "United 

Citizens Federation. n At the organization meeting were representatives 

of same eighteen orsanizations, such as the Produce Workers Association, 

the JACL, the Buddhist Church, the missi Merchants Association, various· 

agricultural organizations , the Catholic church group, the YMCA and YWCA, 

the Boy Scouts , various ~omen ' B clubs, etc . It was as heterogeneous a 

group as would resul t i f an attempt were made to orsanize the Masonic 

lodge, the Knights of Columbus , the Rotary Club, the Farmers Grange , the 

WCTU, the Seventh Day Adventists, and the CIO boiler-makers union . It 

fel l to pieces immed1&tely . The groups had noth1ne in common whatever 

except a cammon racial background and that is not sufficient to hold 

taeee people together . 

It ie my opinion that in this very disunity lies the greatest hope 

of these people as well as the greatest hope and expectation of the country 

for them. 
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Ja];:8MSe language Schools 

The language schools were started originally so that the children 

might become familiar with the language of their parents and relativesj 

so that the children might have some channel for tapping the culture, 

history, art, literature, etc. of Japan, as well as creating opportunities 

for employment in foreign trade or other fields in which knowledge of an 

Oriental language would be helpful . 

Of course, there were certain disadvan~e;es . Japanese ideology was 

bound to creep in and it is freely admitted that the 11;1se1 did very little 

to discourage i t. In mny cases they would seek such teaching in a 

deliberate effort to keep the child essentially Japanese . It is believed 

that those with this motive were in the minority, however. 

Another factor contributing '0 the~ of lanSUase schools -was 

the refusal for many years of school boards and others to allow the 

teaching of the Japanese language in the public schools . Had the other 

course been taken by the American authoritles --had they allowed 

. 'Or encouraged the teaching of the language in the public sch.ool s und~r proper 

supervision as is done with European languages - -and the private unsupervised 

school s were legally forbidden, both the country and the Japanese themselves 

woul d be far lIetter off today . language after all ie merely language and 

a vehicle for the expression or transmission of thought . The Japanese 

lansuase itself could have been the medium for the teaching of American 

ideals . 

Even so, it is a known fact that only ab~ut 20 per cent of the nisei, 

and leea than 1 per cent of the sansei were students in these schools 
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Japanese Newspapers 

The Japanese language papers served not so much as a vehicle for 

the spreading of general world ne"'s, although they did fulfill that function, 

as media for spreading news of a more personal nature . The community, 

particularly the nisei community, read a variety of other papers as well . 

Of course, the languase press served primarily the older iS8ei whose 

knowledge of the English language was limited, and the kibei who likewise 

had difficulty with English. It ie to be noted that the vernacular papers 

themselves were conanonly printed in both languages, and the tendency in 

recent years as the isaei became fewer and the nisei more numer.ous was 

toward more and more English and less and less Japanese. The English sec-

tiona of the vernacular papers carried news of and pertaining to the nisei 

as a §roup rather than general information. 

I have no first-hand information as to the extent or amount of subsid1es 

pai d by the Imperial Japanese Government to Japanese language newspapers in 

this country . I am even unable to say which newspapers, if any, received such 

subsidies although it seems logical to suppose that some of them my vave. 

If exact information on this subject 1s important to the ,-tork of the 

Authority, I believe that an inquiry either to the Office of Naval Intel­

ligence or to the Federal Bureau of Investi~tion might be worthwhile. 

I do have same knowledge, however, of the setup and operation of the 

Japanese language press. In moat cases, these papers operated with two 

separate and dietinct ataffs --one for the English section and the other 

for the Japanese section. Usually ther~ was no connection between these 

two staffs other than a common owner or managing editor. 
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PROTECTION OF THE LOYAL EVACUEE'S -
Segrsf!1t1on of Disloyal J.nfluence 8 Re~aDIIIGl'ltlod 

Protecting the loyal Japanese from disloyal influences can, in my 

opinion, best be achieved by separati ng evacuees into two groups in accor-

dance with the two basic objectives governing the entire relocation program. 

These objectives, as I understand them, are first and foremost, to protect 

the country from disloyal acts, and second, to protect the evacuees fram 

thoughtless or misguided acts of viol ence on the part of Caucasian Americana. 

If two different types of relocation centers are eet up, I believe that the 

question will be sol ved . 

On the basis of logic and reason, tuo classes of persons may be 

considered potentially dangerous to the internal peace and security of the 

United States and to its val' effort . The first are those aliens born in 

Japan who have retained sufficient of their Japanese ideol ogy and patriotism eo 

that they are in spirit loyal citizens of the Japanese Empire . The second- -

who may well be children of the first - -are those American citizens of 

Japanese ancestry who have spent sufficient time during their formative 

years in Japan so that they are in all probability citizens of the Japanese 

Empire in spirit despi te their leasl American citizenship . 

Why Certain of the Kibe i Are Dangerous 

I t is my bel ief that this group- -the kibei--includes those persona 

most dangerous to the peace and Becuri ty of the Un1 t ed States . It seemB 

logical to assume that any child of Japanese parents, who was returned to 
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Japan at an early age~ grew up there, studied in Japanese achoo16~ pose1bly 

did military service in the Japanese army or naYY, and then as an adult 

returned to the Uhited States, is at heart a l oyal citizen of Japan, and 

and may very p'robably have been deliberately planted by the Japanese govern-

manto 

Now, at vhat ages are peraona susceptible to such indoctrination? To 

be on the safe side, the writer has considered such years to bd from tho age 

of thirteen to the age of t wenty . How many years are necessary for such 

indoctrination? Acain to err on the safe side, ths writer haa considered 

three years to be the minimum til!le . 

It is my belief that the total number of American citizens of Japanese 

ancestry who can be classed as kibei is between eight and nine thousand . 

The identity of the kibei ca.~ be roadily ascertained from united States 

govornment reports . 

It is believed that this class once segregated should hold the status of 

enemy interneos . They should bo physically soparated from the balance of the 

Japanoso and Japanese descendant population; should be guarded both for tho 

protection of the United States and for their own physical protection; should 

not be allowed employm~nt in private industry or membership in the War Reloca-

tion Work Corps; and at the first opportunity or at the conclusion of the 

present var be deported to J apan , and their status as legal rcsidents of tho 

United States or as citizens of the United Statcs cancelod . 
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Procedure for Segregation 

As concrete suggestions of the way in which such a segregation could be 

determined and effectively carried out, the following is submitted: 

RG 
107 

2. Publish openly and genuinely the fect that any person desiring 

to announce himself as a loyal citizen of Japan may do so without 

fear or prejudice, irrespective of whether or not ~ holds American 

citizenship. Solemnly aesure such people upon the word of the 

Government of the United States that they will be acoorded the 

legal atktus of internees ; that if they 90 desire and opportunity 

presents, they will be exohanged dm-ing the period of hoetili ties' 

for American oitizens held by the Japanese Gove~ent. · Further, 

assure them in writing, if desirable, that as sooa ~ possible 

after the conclusion of hostilities they will, unless sooner ex-

changed, be repatriated to Japan by the United States Government. 

I believe it will be found that there are a number of people, 

both alien and citizen, who, if given assurance that such an ad-
' .. 

mission will not result in bodily harm, will frankly stat&their 

desire to be considered as Japanese nationals. 
, 

2. By a prooess of registration within assembly and relocation centere, 
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determine the identity, together with the identity of parents, 

spouses and dependents, of all American citizens of Japanese ancestry 

who have spent three years or more in Ja~an since the age of thir­
\ 

teen. If 1 t seems desirable or necessary J these lists may be 
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checked against the records of the Federal investieative services 

including the records kept by the Bureau of Immigration and Natural-

ization. This second category w1ll include those citizens of Japanese 

ancestry who, in all probability, may be considered as potentially 

de.ngerous. Parents or guardians of such persona are included for the 

reM,on that it was these parents or guardians who sent the children to 

Japan to be so educated and eo indoctrinated .that they are to all inten-

tions and purposes citizens of Japan and subjects of the Emperor 

thereof. 

It is in this cateGory that the greatest exercise of judgment must be 

used. A reversal of the commonly accepted legal procedure must be 

exercised, for the best interests of the United States, with persons 

considered guilty unless proven innocent. It is 8uggested that at 

each aesembly or relocation center, boards for the review of such cases 

be set up. These boards should consist of representatives of the mdl-

itary service, of the Department of Justice, and of the War Relocation 

Authority. These boards should in no way bG bont\lSecl With 01' 14en-

tifled with "loyalty boards" but should be set up for the express purpose 

of deciding on the basis of logic and reason, and in vi~ of the cir-

cumstances ln each case 1 whether or not the 1ndi vidual is to be conald-

ered in the class of' potentially dangerous. It is fUrther suggested 

Entry 
1b'3 

Box 
~ 

Stack 
3'10 

Row 
r 

Comp 
33-31{ 

Color Control Patc~ 

- 32 -

7-1 

G,"" Red 

6-0058 

White 



, 

RG 
/07 

that these boards can be CU:ld:ed by the fol l olrlns principles : 

(a) Famil~es shall not be divided except at their own wish. 

(b ) Giving due consideration to the predominant position held by 

the male in Japanese society, the classification of the male 

should be the primary deciding factor. By this i s meant that 

if a kibei male is married to a nisei female , the famil y 

should in all probability be classified as kibei . If the 

t"ever se is true and·a kfbei i'eMle l s0 tl!e Wif a of.-a mse l 

mala" the family should in all probability be considered 

nisei and therefore not dangerous . 

(c) Children below the age of seventeen shall take the claasi -

fication of the parent or cruardian. Children seventeen years 

of age or above shall be judgsd on their own merits and given 

the choice as to whether or not they will accompany the parent 

or gubrdiBll . 

Once the above classification has been made, if the facilities of t.he 

a88emb17 Or °relocation esn:ter . ..perm1t, .t.hE;lS8 perepnB and t.h41t" familieS Should 

be segregated and kept separate from the remainder of the evacuees pending 

their final removal to special internee centers: At this time, their exo.ct 

statuB should be carefUll y expl ained to them and to the balance of the evaCb$8S, 

and they should then be given the opportunity to fi l e application-for a 

change of classification, if they so desire . 

Opportunity for Chanae in Classification 

It is likely that in the operation of BUch a classifying system, a number 

of injustices will be done . Same perfectly honest and loyal persons 
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will fal l into the 8\IJ;pect cateGory . Such persons should be Si ven an 

opportunity to clear themselves, but they should be considered guilty 

until proven innocent . They must be able to prove beyond a reasonabl e 

doubt that thsy are not potentially dangerous . Applications for change 

of status, with supporting facts , statements , and references , should 

~in be carefull y considered by the reviewing board who should be aided 

in their reviel; of each case by an investigation into the applicant t s 

background, employment , schooling, r eferences , etc . , by the Federal in-

vestigatlve services, such as the Military and Naval Intellisence Services 

and the Federal Bureau of InvestiGation . Due consideration should at this 

time be given by the board to entire family history and background. For 

example , if there are three sons in the fa.1Uily, only one of whom falls 

in the kibei class , and the parents have not made repeated voyages to Japan 

in recent years or have not made contributions to the Japanese war chest or 

are not themselves members of suspect organizations , and finally , if the 

classification of this person as non- dangerous is acceptabl e to members of 

the loyal nisei group , this person and his family might well be classed as 

non- dangerous . The ultimate decision in all cases must , h?weve.r, be left. 

entirely to the discretion of the review board. 

Segregation of Disloyal Aliens 

The segregation of the alien is more difficult than is the case with 

the citizen . The lines of classification of potential d.a.nGer are not so 

cl early drawn. In general, however, the following should suffice : 

(a) Persona who bave made repeated voyae;eB to Japan within the last 

ten years . 

- 34 - 6-0058 
, 

RG Entry Box Stack Row Comp 
3.3-3'{ /°7 /~3 3'10 r 

Color Control 
G_ 

, - . -
, . 

~ 

7-1 

• 

• • • 

A'I~~l:{ty W~LLl'4.!.C~.t 
By ~ NARA Dale-



• 

RG 
107 

(b) Officials of Japanese nationalistic orcanizations, such as the 

Japanese Associations , the Japanese Navy League , the Military 

V11'tue Society, the Military Service Men I s League , and the 

like. A list of such associations, In tb a statement as to 

whether mere membership in any one 1s sufficient grounds for 

suspicion, or whether only the officers are so classified, can 

easily be obtained from Military or Naval Intelligence or the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation . 

(c) Aliens or in many cases citizens whom the services mentioned 

above \Tould classify as potentially daneerous . 

(d) Parents of kibei. 

(e) Any alien who bas entered the Uhited states since 1933. This 

provision will include students, trade treaty alions, priests 

or ministers of reliGion, and the like. The date 1933 is sug-

geated since it was about that time tbat the Japanese govern-

ment really embarked on a program of propaganda and national-

istic expansion and ac.grundizement, and can ,,11th considerable 

justice be accused of "spotting" agents and representatives in 

peaceful countries . 

The one difficulty with the above procedure 1s that it re.CJ..u1rss the 

original data to be assembled from a variety of sources and offices , and 

cannot be even approximately obtained from regietration. An alternative 

course of procedure which is perfectly legal due to the status of enemy 

aliens, is to declare ~ aliena SUBp~ct, and proceed from there through 
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the medium of the review boards as specified in the ca.se of the .~bei 

above . This may be more expeditious in the long rlUl J for it is felt t hat 

the review boards can very rapidly classify many, if not most , of the 

aliens as non-dangerous by 1n~u1ries on the spot. For instance, parents 

of many, if not mDst, of the loyal nisei who have never been out of the 

country would almost automatically be classed as non- dangerous. The re-

mainder, consisting of those concerning whom there ~~s any doubt whatever 

in the minds of the boards, could be subject to the more searchiIlB method 

outlined for the kibei . 

Conmutteos of Loyal Nisei Can Help 

Tho possibility and desirability of utilizinG the advice of members 

of the loyal nisei group should not be overlooked. I would recommend that 

groups or committees of nisei of known integrity also pass on the applicant, 

stating in writing wbether or not the~ are willina to give him sponsorship. 

It may ,yoll be that this first classification will not turn out to 

be suffioiently acourate . Allowance must be made for the fact that some 

of those or1g1nally olassified as non- dangerous should not be so classified. 

This would have to be determined by intelliGence information gained in the 

nieei projects . Often the nisei themselves will be the first to so classify 

a person . Provision must thon be made for a review of such cases by the 

board as previouely described; the action of the board being final. The 

possibility of such a reclassification should act as a very strong deterrent 

upon persona in the nisei .proJects. 

Release of Certain Internees Possible 

As an adjWlct to the program, a large number of the Japanese now 

held in internee detention camps could be released to this issei-kibei 
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project and their wives and dependents permitted to join them there , if 

the wives and dependents so desire . 

General Effect of Segregation Desirable 

If the classification and segregation ara carried out in the pro-

posed manner , I firmly believe that the potentially danBeroua can be rather 

readily sifted out , leaving a balance of about three-fourths of the total 

evacues population which could be safely accopted as trustworthy, permitted 

to harvest crops , work on many essential war supplies, and ultimately seek 

their places in prt.vate life as genuinel y loyal Ameri cans. 

The seGregation would, in my opinion, also re~resent the greatest 

single factor in preventing the relocation center a from becoming "Littl e 

Tokyosn. There is no doubt that the pro-Japanese elements within their own 

community will revert very strongly to Japanese thought , speech , sentiment 

and lre:y of life; but by the same token the nisei would thereby be encoUl'-

aced to 11 ve and think as Americans in English and be encouraged in the 

American way of life . 

An additional, and I think very forcible, argument in favor of the 

segregation of the kibei and potentially danBeroua aliens, 1s the effect 

such a segregation would have on the American populace as a whole . If they 

could be assured that some step of this natUl~e had been taken, and that 

thoso persons permitted to accept private employment or to be members of 

the Har Relocation Hork Corps were only those considered non-dangeroua; 

I believe much of the hysterical resentment aaainst these people 

would disappear and that work opportunities and resettl ement oppor-
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tunit1es would be easier to obtain. Furthermore, people 'Would have far 

less hesitancy about accepting such people for such work as harvesting 

crops, or even doing direct war production work. 

In short, 'r believe that the segregation of those under suspicion 

and the consequent statement that the War Relocation Authority considered 

the remainder safe for relocation in normal Communities , would infinitely 

assist and speed the work of the Authority, and in the l ong run would result 

in a very apprec1able saving of government funds and effort . 
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RECOMMEND~TIOI!S FOR REI.ocATION CENTERS 

GENERAL GUIllIlS IN llEALIIIG IIITH EV AOUEES 

Observance of certa.i n basic pr inciples will, i n my jv.dgment , greatly , 

improve re l ations between the Authority and the evacuees . No one person 

can sive all the answers , and even basic principles are not without ex­

ception ae appl ied to individual cases . However, I believe that the 

prt nciplee outl ined below are entirely satisfactory as gener al gui des . 

The first and f oremost 1s absolut e honesty and sincerity . Never 

dodge an issue or a question regardless of now disagreeable you may find 

it at t he time . In line with this policy of giving the evacuees the plain, 

unvarnished truth, promise them nothing . Tell them that their ult1lnate 

salvation 1s in their mm handa ; that their statue in American life now 

and after the war depends on hmr they conduct themselves now; that cheerful 

patriotic service , in the Work ,Corps, for instance, will surely count in 

theu> favor ; that times and circumstances are testing them and, of course, 

it is not pleasant, but if they came through with a fine record ~d flying 

col ors, they will i n all probability be better off tluun they were before . 

Make it a challenge to them. I know they will respond. 

The second is to proceed with the calm assumption that these people 

are American in spirit, even if all are not citizens, and that therefore 

of course they will wish to conform to American ideaa and standards of 

behavior. Such a course is fal', far more effect! ve than any amount of 

coercion. The teat canOe applied in a n\llllber of ways. For example, take the 

status of women. The idea ie to aesum that of course the usually established 
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American customs will be followed, in regard to the relative status and 

behavior of men and uoman. It should be remembered that the women with 

children in school are not issei, "but in most cases nisei . They have been 

brought up" and educated in th1~ country and they are doterDdned that their 

Banaei children will have every consideration normally given the Caucasian 

American child. 

The same thing applies to standards of sportsmanship . It is the accepted 

American method.; therefore they "ill ecrupulously conform to it . 

In addition to the strong desire to conform, a second generalization 

can be made about the Japanese character that I thinlc carries over into 

the nisei and into the life of the Japanese in .America . This is an intense 

dislike of ridicule . This characteristic can be used by pointing out that 

a certain attitude 1s laughable .. - "Look at so and 80. He is mak1ng a perfect 

laugh1ng stock of h1meelf by his att1 tude and. behavior." 

These characteristics explain an apparent reluctance to be the "first to 

attempt a new thing. Once the preoedent is established, and it is seen that 

those "who have taken the proposed step not only are not ridiculous , but that 

others look up to them for having done so, and the step has now become the 

proper and accepted thina to do, the balance will do their utmost to conform 

likewise . 
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SU=STIDNS FOR IIORK PROG!W! 

Make . Enlistment -1n ,fork Corps a Privilege 

The response to the whole idea of the War Relocation \fork Corps will 

be infinitely greater if it can be Bet up on the baaie of desirability 

and on an appeal to patrioti sm. The evacuees should be made to feel that 

any true American, faced with a similar s 1 tuatlon, would instantly went to 

seize the opportunity to enlist and to perform the essential war work which 

it 1s presumed that the Corps will do . 

The Hark Corps should be primarily a project for Amerl(fan citizens, al-

though loyal aliens w11l be '·'Bloomed. The " hole idea of enrollment should 

be that membership in the Corps is a privilege; that service therein and 

honorable discharge ~f'r'O':n will mean almost as much in gett1116 employment 

and recognition after the war as atmilar osrvlce in and discharge fram the 

military eetablishment, 

To amplify these ideas still more, the appeal should be made on the 

advantages of the "intangibles'1 . It is impossible to make any very strong 

appeal on the basie of monetary re,.,ardj therefore 1 the rewards must take 

some other form . Thie has been the basis of military organization for many 

years. As concrete exemplsa of thiS, tho Work Corps could well have a ays-

tem of service records and various types of discharses. The service record 

would show what kind of work or service wae performed, for whom, wages paid 

or ratina held, estimate of the manner in which done, and the like, nroch as 

is done now in the military or naval service . On the completion of enlist-

ment in the Corpa, the enlistee could be given one of a number of classes 
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of discharge, depending upon hie performance of duty with the Carps . I 

would propose the following c l asses : b ad conduct, ordinary, honorab le, 

honorabl e with orad! t , honorab l e with epecial crad! t. The service r ecord 

and discharge then would become a most valUllble reference in seeking 001-

ployment in private industry or as a document attesting to cbaracter . 

Sem1 -I.fil i tary Structure Proposed 

In the orGanization of the Hork Corps, I would propose something 

in the nature of a cOlll1lromieB betlieen the Army and Navy systems . The or -

ganlzatlon would be essentially military in that I envisage squads, pl atoons, 

companies, and battalions; but the qualifications for commissioned and non-

commissioned c;rades would in a very l arae de{3X'se depend on technical abl11 ty 

rather then length of service or e:ny other c1'1 terian . In order to make 

the croups small enough to work handily together, I think a squad should 

consist of six or seven men and a corporal.. A platoon should consist of threl 

or four squadB ~ -not more --with two sergeants and a lieutenant . A company 
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-should be not IlJDre th~ four platoons, but. could be 
'-../ 

leas. The company 

should have a captain, a lientenent as second in commend, e. first sergeant, 

and sufficient clBrical petty officers to handle all the paper work con-

.nected vi th service records, v,ork projects on which the company works, 

accounting for work credits and money earned both on and off the project, 

questions of commissary end supply J inoluding clothing, etc . In other 

words, it appears to me that the company of approximately a hWldred men 

1s the basic organizational un! t. 

The battalion system would provide for the division into technical 

skills , with the engineers I battalion, the agricultural battalion, the 

service battalion, the medical and nursing battalion, and the like. 

Naturally battalions will very very Widely 88 to strenc;th . The battalion 

should have one nisei major with a staff of some three or four captains who 

assist the project director in plmming work, seeld.ng jobs, both on and off 

the project, end things of that sort. 

The suggestion to have various ranks is made not so much for the 

military control afforded over the evacuees themselves as it is to provide 

opportunity for advancement and recogni~ion of those so honored. Based on 

such an organization, I see three so -called non-commissioned ratings and 

three Commissioned. I doubt somewhat if it would be advisable to use the 

actual names of ranks and ratings in use in the American military service 

because of possible public reaction; al thoush I thirut i ~ would be a very fine 

thing if it were pract1cable becauee of the morale features involved. The 

terms used, as well as insignia, should be exactly the same for men and women; 

the distinction would in general appear in the type of battalion to which 
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men and women were assiGned . Certain battalions, of course, would 1n-

, 
el ude both sexes, such BS the mell1cal and nurail'l6, end service battalions, 

which would incl ude cooks, bakers, canteen employees, etc . In sbort, it 

appeers to me that nw proposed scheme 1s an adaptation of the ceo idea . 

Suggestions for Inalc;nla 

As to inajgnia, I have no very concrete ideas, but suggest that 

there be SOlllB Bort of cl oth device, Bewn into a shiJ;'t or j acket on the 

point of the shoulder J s1mi l ar to the krmy I B d1 vision Insisnia , which could 

designate the '·lork corps and possibly the relocation cent er in ,-{hleh orgen-

Ited. On the breast could be another device shoHlng the battalion ( type 

only) and the various grades or ratlI'.gs could easily be sho'W!l by a system 

of horizontal or diaconal short stripes on the arm a8 1s now done i n both 

Army and Navy for non-commissioned grades . 

The choice of tndi vidual c.esic;ns could well be left to a contest in 

design by the evacuees theMselves . If the seperate design on the breast of 

the garment sueeested above seems superfluous, an adaptation of the Navy 

system, in "hich a basic desien shows the specialty- -boatswains mate , 

coppersmith, machinist, or merely deck and enaineer rarinas - -could be used 

consol idated "'ith the stripes ohmling ratiI'l6, the "hole to be pl aced on the 

arm. The cloth is suggested so that the badees would be equ.ally effective 

on a shirt, jacket, ,",omen ' s blouse, windbreakor, or cold weather clothing, 

would be cheap, could be manufactured by the evacuee women themsel ves on the 

project, and I bel ieve would not consumo any strategic materials . 

Volvntary Enlistment Shoul d Eo Stressed 

A careful delineation of the benefits to be dari ved from tbe \·/ork 

Corps should be made end en equally careful statement of the treatment to 
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be expected by those whg ~ not care to Join . Enlistment, as outlined 

in the policy statement, is a little too much of a ~lank check. It the 

Corps is to be organized along semi -military lines, the organization should 

be described in sufficient detail so that both evacuees and the public will 

\Ulderstand it thoroughly, includina: the service record end discharge fea-

tures . 
. 

Stress should be laid on the fact that enlistment is vol untexy in 

fact as wel~ as theory . The idea should be imparted that whether or not 

any person chooses to enlist is a matter of cornrol ote indi£ference to the 

government and the f.uthori ty . However, all the benefits of work, tangible 

and 1ntaIl8ible, Buch as wages, furloughs , shere in the profits of community 

enterprises, service records end discharGe, the holdinu of any executive 

or administrative position under the Authority, are to be reserved for 

members of the Hark CDr!>s. An enlistee sbould occupy a position analogous 

to the breadwinner of a family, so that no penalty or stigma will be at-

tached to ~endents of such enlistee should they elect not to join. 

Should heads of families --breadwinners--elect not to join, it should 

be noted that they will not be permitted to work on center or community 

projects, will not be el igible for fur l oughs, for private employment off 

the project, or for any of the benefits outl ined above. Relvever, they 

will be housed and fed and 1vill be allOlved f1 ve dollars per month per 

family cash all owance . This allowance is not wac;es in any sense of the 

word, but falls in the category of a "health and comfort" e.llowance; and 

1s for the purchase of such neceSSities as soap, tooth paste, razor blades, 

articles of clothing, and the like, 
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Plan for Use of Work Corps in Harv8etlns 

Tho Corps may well be flexible and mobile; that ie, various units 

of the agricultural workers might be Bent to harvest agricultural !>roducts, 

and ,,,ork from south to north as the harvest prO{;X'essBe. 

One of the first and moat pressiDB tasks which ,fill confront the 

Author! ty as "1e11 as the counu-y at large w1l1 be the harvesting of the 

"heat and corn crops in the middle wsst . The drawback to using Work Corps 

members on seasonal transient projects such as this on a furlough basis 1s 

the absence of some responsible Authority or government official on the 

ground in direct charge of the mBDhere . If sonte such author! ty were pro-

vided, I venture to B~eBt that the employers would be very "illing end 

clad to avail themselves of the services of the evacuees at prevailing 

WB{l:BS. The eVacuees will certainly not be d.1eplaclna other labor and will 

perf~ a very necessary task. 

Ii' tJJ.e Work Corps were organized as sugsested, and most of all if 

the sesr6bation which has been proposed were carried out, I believe the 

follmtinc scheme "ould satisfy all hends, and the evacuees would readily 

be aVailable for other l{ork of a transient nature completely outside the 

projects themselves: 

, Some white lIInericen official of the Her Relocation Authority takes 

two OX' three companies of vol\U'lteer evacuees into such 8 center of agricul~ 

ture as Hutchinson, Kansas, for example; there he receives applications 

from fermers who need harvest help, making all. errenaements 8S to weges, 

subsistence end lodeing, rece1 V1l'l8 all. moneys, etc. He then details the 

required number of men \mdar their own petty officers, "Tho do the work 
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and report back to the offioial on its cOlJl!)letion. The entir e group 

then moves far enough north to again catch the harvest, and repeats the 

process . In this manner the harvest could be followed as far as the 

Canadian border I at which time the £;roup could return to its center . Con-

veyance could be by truck, housing in Arrrr:f tents, subsistence by rolling 

kitchens, if desired. 

Advantages of Harvesting Plan 

1 . The Hark Corps members would ~ be on furlough but would be 

under the direct supervie,ion of end recponsible to a government official . 

ThiEl fact alone would disarm nearly all cri ticiam and objection on the pert 

of the general publ iC, and would allay nearly all fears that the evacuees 

would either do har.m or remain to settle in the Vicinity . 

2 . A ereat many persons in the m1ddl.e west would come into personal. 

contact wi tb the nisei for the fir13t time end might realize that after 

all th~y are American citizens . Thus individual employment opportunities 

might open up . This would be in line with the relocation aims of the 

Authority, and woul~ at the Bame time relieve the government of the financial 

burden of some of the evacuees . 

3 . This serVice, entered in 'the service record of the individual 

Work Corps member , ,",ould probably stand him in good stead later when he 

comes to seek private employment. 

4. This plan could be well follo\led in all sorte of seasonal work; 

fruit harvest, cotton harvest, lumbering, end the like; and if the first 

experience turned out successfully, the \lork Corps miGht find i teel! 

in great demand. This plan might also be used in manufacturing if end when 
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"-
plants and factories find themselves faced with a sbortage of other 

labor. 

The whole scheme of the ~bove is to provide cont1nUOUB,on~the-

gro'Llnd, responsible Federal. supervision unti l auch time as both the evacuees 

and local communi ties agree that 1 t 1s no l OllGer necessary . If the 1n1 tial 

contaots and s!)proachss ere made in this or a similar manner, I believe 

you will be astonished at the rapid! ty with which l arge numbers ere ab-

sarbed into community life and employment . 

General Views on EmPl oyability of Evacuees 

I do not feel that the Japanese in the United States have any per-

tlcular skills peculiar to themselves which ere not found among Amerioan 

citizens of European ancestry. Our American Japanese, both nieei end isssi, 

have been here so l ona that they have adopted American standards of pro-

ductivlty . 

I-teat Japanese, especially the niesi girls, ere extremely skillfu1 

needle women and excel most white women in skill with the sewing machine; 

but this is a matter of training in this country rather than any inherited 

ability. 

The one ceneralizat10n I can offer along this line is that the 

Japanese, both issei end. nisei, have en infinite capacity for tald;1lg pains 

and. an infin1 t~ patience ,",hieh qualifies them for d.etai l ed. work even 

though it TMY be monotonous in character. This is e::emplified by t heir 

s,,\ccess in the truck gerdening field. 
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~ESTIONS FOR GOMMUIIlTY LlFE 
-
The PattsITl Should be American 

In planning for voluntary enlistment in the Hork Corps e.a well as in 

other project activities, the desirability of offering rather than imposing 

a program should be stressed. Efforts should be made to paralle~ lrltb1n 

the projects just as closely as possible, all the activities of any American 

community. '!he bu1lding and maintenance of moxaJ.. 1s the Authority' B 

greatest responsibility. 

In any broad Americanization program. "lhlch 1s offered, it 1s 

especially important to avoid any semblance of coercion. Such instruction 

aB 1s given Should be offered, not forced. If it 1s offered, I believe you 

will find the evacuees most anxious to accept it; particularly instruction 

in health, hygiene, first aid, and all of the other courses now beinG 

given by the Red CrosB. I believe that should my suggestion of grouping 

the evacuees into b attalions for certain specified courses of work be 

carried out, you will very quickly find need for specific end rather 

detailed instruction alons those linea which could well be carried out in 

conjunction with york programs. 

It is customary in the service to give educatio~al COUl"SeS in pre .. 

paration for edvOO'lcement to the next higher ratina, and no man may be 

advanced until he haa completed such en educational course. Such a system 

could well be instituted in the "lork corps. Otherwise, I believe, that 

encouragement of initiative end a readiness to respond to popular demand 

for instruction will be all that is required. 

smGESTIONS -FOR All AMERICANIZATION PROGRAM 

I believe that the War Relocation Authority can do a very GOod job 

of Americanization lnthin ::relocation centers by (a ) a free flow of American 

newspapers, :tl18B8.zines, books, etc., into the communities; (b) establishing 
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a movie theater in ~ cOllllll1.l%l1 ty imd aetting up a ~e exchange circuit 

thrcUBh the centera. ahow1ng 1l9t only lfoJ.l3wood· a· e:ftort. in entertainment 

but Amer1ceh news reels, educational. pr06l'amB, films such as the March 

of T_, end others of a J.ike nst1ll'8; (0) arranging of spealiine. lecturing 

and eutertaiIuoont tours by American groupe similar to those arranged at 

present under the name of Camp Shows for Draftees end Tramees in the 

Military Se""ice, : (d) having as IllBllY trained Caucasian American teachers in 

the schools as it 1s possible to obtam with the I!IOllsy· avail able ; (e) 

baving personal appearances or addreases by notables in American life, 

including; if pOSSible, some of our military end naval heroes; (f) hav1Dg 

as many outside work proJects as it 1s possible to arrange, similar to 

those suggested for the ~Tork corps; such as, wheat and fruit harveet1ns; 

and fjnally (g) adopting the 'attitude that as a matter of course these 

people are loyal .P.Jner1ceIle, and that '-16 naturally expect them to live up 

to our expectations. 

I do not feel that there 1.8 the al 1gl:itest objection to staging 

Japanese folk dances, class'es in Japanese flower arrangement, or other 

purely artistic or cultural purauitsj provided the camp euthor1t1ea an( 

satistea that the activity is purely artistic or cultural in nature . 
, . 

After all, the Japanese have a culture and art that ia recognized elJ. over 

the world. Would you forbia" the l1aJ.tz because of the German origin of much 

of ite muaic,. or ban the 'product1on of en opera because ita orig1nal 

composer was Italian? 'Hhat ia the difference? 

Importance of. the Caucasian Teacher 

I believe that the key to aJ..l " /lmericanizat1on work aa well aa 

diasem:1na.t1Dn of 1n:fonnation, leadership, example, end contact with the 
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'"" outside vorld 11es in the school teachers. It must b~ rememhe~d ~at 

school teachers a 8 a whole are directly reBllane1ble for tho degree of 

A:merican.1zatlon that haa thus far been attained by both issei end nissi; 

that children have been accustomed to look to their teachers for 

American ideals and examples in matters far remov~d from ordinary 

scholastic instruction. The teacher, therefore, occupies a very much 

hlahor poei tion thBn i. customarily accorded him in ordinary American 

life. The teacher 18 even on a higher plene then the doctor. 

The nieei themaelv8B lTent desperately to have by far the larger part 

of the teaching done by Caucasian Amerlo6ns, fully qualified end accredited, 

end vent the schools eet up in the centers to be fully accred! ted in the 

outside ccmmm1tise. In other words, when this 1s over, they sincerely 

hope that the children 'Will be given complete credit for attendMoe in the 

center shcools. 

I believe that teachers should not be chosen for their scholastic 

qualif'1cationa aJ.one. They will exert the most pOllsri'ul influence of anyone, 

not only over the children, but throUBh comm.m1ty JDeet1n,ge, ~arent Teapher 

Associations, etc., aver every person in the centers. If the right persons 

are chosen for these poeta, all problems of Americanization, liaison, 

dissemination of information, intelligence, end. the like can well be left 

to them. 

I would, in other words, take :tull advantage of the extremely high 

regard in which teachers are held at present to reach these people directly 
, , 

and 1ndirectly. I would, therefore," hold nisei teachers to a m.1n1.mum.. I 

would obtain qualified Caucasian American teachers " of as high a standard 

as it is possible to obta1n; I would instruct these teachers in exactly 

what I was attempting to put across and explain to them that they are fe:p 
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"-" more than 1OOl"e :pedag~8 ,. but crnmmm~ty leeders in a real sense . I · thiDk that 

to attempt to use conscientious ~~JectorB as teachers would be a fatal 

miste.kB. 

Vi ews on Self~ernment 

I think that it is basic , end in line with the responsibility of the 

Authority to recognize at the o~set that all authority and responsibil ity 

for complete government of projects reste with the Director of the War 

Relocation Authority; t hat Buch degree of self-government as may be grented 

.1s exercised only by and with the consent end approval of the Direct or. In 

other v o rds,the evaouees themsel ves have no right of self-government wnt-

ever 80 lang as they are verda of the Federal Gove%TJl:OOnt end the Authority I 

but will be pen1l1tted to exercise tha.t privilege subject to ~Buch rules 

and regulations as the Authority chooses to la;r dmm. 

With the above as a basis, I think that it would be wise to 

e.llov the evacuees themse1.v8s , in their various oenters, to draw up their 

olm plans for such self-government and submit them to the Authority for 

approval. The one thing necessary for the Authority to provide at this 

t1l!le 1s a bas1s for representation. This c9uld well take · the form of a 

consultant bod.y to advise with the project directors and to serve as a 

sort of Uconstitutional convention" to draw up a ch~r which would be 

submitted to the Authority for approvel. 

In this manner I think the morele of the antirq group would be 

bolstered, and - what appears to me of primary importance _ the Authority 

would not be put in a position at sonte future date or because of epecial 

circumstancee in one particular . project of having to "va..ll: back the cat" 

and reveree some previous decision. 

There should, howeyer I • be certain special. functipns reserved to the 
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Authority . Chief of the 1s very definite control over f responsibIlity 
'-' ~ 

for the internal pol icing of the projects . I agree that the Director of 

Public 8af'ety .should be an empl oyee of the Authority directly under and 

responsible to the Project Director. I believe, however, that he should 

not bo tho only legal law enforcoment officer. He should have su:fficient 

deputized assistants so that ane of them can be on duty and ~1mmed1ately avail able 

twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Uhder these persona then ~ould 

came the nan-deputized members of the po~ice force organized fram the 

evacuees themselves . The fire chief and his deputies could also be under 

the. Director of Publ ic Safety. 

youth Organizations 

I would allow the inhabitants of a project to decide what type of 

youth organizations they desire or need. The proposition could be placed 

before them that the Authority is prepared to Bet up such American organizations 

as Boy Scouts} Girl Scouts, YWCA, YMCA, or any otbers which conform to the 

generally accepted pattern of those normally found in any American community. 

This is in line with ~ suggestion of calmly assuming that these people desire 

to follow accepted American standards. 

Organizations set up in a project in answer to a demand might well be 

formally organized under the authority of the local self-government of the 

project and be issued Bame sort of charter by that body . 

RG 
107 

Care of Orphans 

In regard to the orphan problem, it is my belief that the orphans of 

the Japanese race existing at preeent and thoso who may fall into that 

category in the futuro, should be considered a very definite vork project 

for qualified members of the work corpsj that all such orphans should be 

collected in ona canter where en adequate trained 7dsei staff would be 

available to care for them, and where adequate equipment such as cribs, 

small tables, special diet kitchens, nurses and doctors, play or narsery 

schools, and otner facilities for handling small 
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This program, in .... _ ,,ct, was tlie chief and conv1nc~gument present ed 

to General DeWitt in San Francisco in favor of evacuatins the Sou,them 

California Japanese Chil dren I s Home compl ete 'With staff to Manzana.r . It 

was pointed. out to the General that this Home, already establ ished 'With 

a trained and adequate nisei starf, was to be the nucl eus for the larger 

institution which would 10 alL probabilit y became necessary in the not too 

distant future . 

Buddhism and Shintoism 

I do not see any danger in Buddhism as a rel igion. It is by no means 

exclusively a J apanese religion, but as much of an importation as Christianity . 

The danger lies in that the Japanese have in the past attempted to make tho 

religion a cloak for the' spr ead of Japanese ideology. 

I aee no reason for excluding Buddhism as a religion, but I would 

most certainly go over every Buddhist priest 'With a fino tooth comb and 

exclude everyone about whom there was the slightest doubt, particularly 

if that priest woro an alien who had either entered the country originally 

since about 1933 or who had made extended or numerous trips to Japan since 

that time . If the Buddhist congregations are left without priests by such 

a course of action, that is too bad. Also I would insist that religious 

services be conducted in the English language wherever posoible . 

Shintoism is a horse of another color. It is the official Japanese 

state religion; the emperor of Japan is at once the high priest and the 

object of worship along with the ~perial ancestors; it is so interwoven 

with the true Japanese ideology that it is not a true religion but a form 

of patriotism toward Japan . I do not see how it can possibly be allowed 

and I do not believe that there will be 'much, if any, demand for it. 

Project Newspapers 

The evacuees must be carefully and fully informed of everything that 

may affect them. I think it mig..lJ.t be a very good idea to establish a 
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central newspaper with: pa of general interest as well, 
~ 

- rather full newa 
~ 

coverage of each project 80 that all may kIlor' how f'l'lenda or relatives in 

other projects are doing . 

Any no'W'spaper work undertaken in projects or otherwise under the 

Jurisdiction of the Ha:r Relocation Authority should be rcetricted to the 

English language unless, in response to popular demand, the Authority 

concedes that there 1s sufficient need for an inter-project, bl-1ingual 

newspaper . 

I think that it would be very unwise to allow any previous newspaper, 

complete with stoff or presses, to become a protege of tho Authority . I 

believe that the noed for one or more newspapers to serve the population 

1e a very real one, but Buch a paper should have en entirely new name, and 

care should be exorcised to Bee that no ono of the previous vernacular 

papers monopolizes the staff positions . Uhile I do not in any we:y favor any 

greater fonn of censorship than that nOll applyina to tho regular preBs of the 

United States, I feol that the Authority should at least be repres~nted on 

the editorial board. 

As to the mechanics of issuing BUch a paper and its distribution, I have 

ne very clear cut idoas or opinions . Tnoro appear to be two possible solutions, 

eithor of "hich would be satisfactory . (1) to movo the tYI>o and press of one 

of the papers fonnerly printed in California to a relocation center where the 

paper itself could be set up as u work project unde:;.· the Uork Corps. (2) To 

use the existing physical equipment of one of the Japanese newspapers in Salt 

Lako City or Denvel', with a system. of correspondent:; in the various centers 

feeding naterial into the central editorial office . 

Documentation 

The idea of allowing the relocation centors and the evacuees to be 

considered in the light of laboratory specimens is one that should be very 

definitely soft pedaled because of the inevitable resentment that will be 
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aroused . As agains· ·'his, "tho thought of setting up ............. ther a community 
'-" 

history, or a history of the entire evacuation and rosettlement program 

fram tho point of view of those affected soems a good ono which could 

well be set up as a ~'ork proJect . In this way a great deal of valuable 

data with accompanying pictorial i llustrations could be obtained and made 

available as a hlstoricel document . Such a document , prep~rcd by those 

affected, particularly if a wide l atitude were allowed for the expression 

of opinions , could provide much of the scientific and experimental data 

without making tho corrammities or indiViduals feel that they had been put 

under the microscope . 

Intelligence Work Wi thin Relo~,ion Centers 

It is my opinion that intelligence work within rolocation centers 

should differ very radically from what 1s commonly understood in the Military 

and Naval Service by "intelligence." I believe that intelligenc~ in the 

group under discussion boils down to liaison. In other words, instead of 

an attitude of suspicion and a search for doubtful characters, the Authority 
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would do better to develop an attitude of encoura~ment in the problema 

of evacuees, coupled with a sincere attitude of understanding. If the 

latter is done, I believe the intelligence problem will to a degree take 

care of itself. 

I believe that this sort of intelligence should be undertaken through 

the indoctrination and easistance of school teachers, welfare workers, 

athletic instructors, and others in administrative positions which bring 

them into direct contact with evacuees . This should prove especially 

effective among the nisei group if segregation of nisei fram potentially 

de.ngeroua persons ia carried out . No one should be labeled Itlntelligence, It 

but stress should be l a id on the f act that the segresation policy was 

designed with the sole viell of g1 vine the nisei an opportWli ty to prove· 

themselves end to establish the integrity of the Gl"oup as a whole in the 

minds of the American people. Thexefore, it is to their interest to see 

that the group as a whole contains no persons that might bring discred1 t 

upon them. 

As to the kibei group, once it has crystallized, I do not think it 

matters. This group "'ill be already E!sgregated, alrelldy under cruard, and 

already labeled as potentially dangerous. It may well be, however, that 

certain indi viduals in this group may d~s ire to prove that they are worthy 

of a change of classification . Such persona may be willing to serve, lmow-

ingly or unkno\{ingly, as intelligence agents wi thin the group . The same 

procedure as outlined in the case of the nisei should be followed, that 

is, of having some person or persons who are readily accessible and in 

whom the evacuees themselves have a certain confidence act as the 

intelligence liaison personnel for the Authority. 
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COM::LUSION 

As a summary to the foregoing, there are two points which the 

wrl tar believes should never be forgotten. The first 1s a racial one. 

Because these people have Oriental facBS, it 1s natural to look for and 

probably etress the differences between them and Caucasian Americana. 

This I believe 1e wrong. The points of similarity should be stressed. 

If this point of view 1s taken, I believe the intelligent observer vill be 

amazed at how little different basically these people are from their Amerl-

can contemporaries. 

The second point 1s the importance of the present time, the present 

few years, in dealing with them. As has been pointed out" the line between 

the generations 1s more clearly marked and def1ned then between any other 

groups. The Isss1, the parente, average over fifty years of age. The niaei 

are in their early twenties. Therefore, wi thin the present decade, the 

decade from 1940 to 1950, there will inert tably take place a complete and 

sharp shifting of leadership and power--political, economic, cultural, re-

ligioua, and social--trom the older alien generation to the younger American 

born and reared generation. Whether the younger and succeeding generations 

are truly American in thought, word, deed, and sentiment will depend on the 

way in which they are treated now, and on how they are helped to meet the 

test of this war. In other \-Torda, I believe that whether or not we have a 

"Japanese problem" in the th1ted States for the next hundred and fifty years 

will be decided by the attitude of the United States as a whole to the 

Japanese-Americans before 1950. 
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