
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Washington 

February 8, 1944 

To Pro jec t  Directors:  

The "Kibei problem" i s  one of t h e  most complex encountered by 

t h e  W a r  Relocation Authority i n  i t s  near ly  two years of wrest l ing 

with complex problems. From t h e  very  s t a r t  of t he  re loca t ion  program, 

when t h e  Kibei category was suggested a s  a bas i s  f o r  segregation, un- 

til t h e  recent  events a t  Tule Lake, much a t t en t ion  has been paid t o  

t h i s  l i t t l e  understood segment of our evacuee population. The Manzanar 

inc iden t  increased our awareness of the  problem. Reg is t ra t ion  helped 

g r e a t l y  t o  c l a r i f y  most of t h e  elements  involved. An i n t e r p r e t i v e  

ana lys i s  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e s u l t s  a t  Manzanar ,  made by members of t h e  

s t a f f ,  presented t he  dilemma of those Kibei who, having a lmos t  nothing 

i n  common with other  second generation Japanese Americans, may be 

ca l l ed  "c i t i zens  i n  n a m e  only". 

However, not a l l  Kibei a r e  i n  t h i s  pl igh t .  Theirs i s  but a pa r t  

of t h e  problem of t h e  f a t e  of about 9,000 American c i t i z e n s  who have 

received education i n  Japan. The present evaluation of ava i lab le  

ma te r i a l  by t h e  Community Analysis Section gives an idea  of t h e  v a r i e t y  

of individuals  who a r e  t echn ica l ly  classifiable as Kibei. It should 

he lp  us t o  get  behind t h e  l a b e l  of " K i b e i "  t o  t he  problems of severa l  

thousand human beings. There i s  not a s ing le  Kibei problem with a 

s ing l e  solution. .

Director  
                                       OM-860  
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JAPANESE AMERICANS EDUCATED I N  JAPAN 

The Kibei 

What happened t o  a boy or  g i r l  who grew up f o r  awhile i n  a 
Cal i fo rn ia  town, then went t o  school i n  Tokyo or  Kumamoto, and 
finally  returned  t o  the Ca l i fo rn ia  town? What e f f ec t  did l i v i n g  
and going t o  school i n  two such d i f f e r e n t  places have on h i s  speech, 
h i s  manners and d a i l y  behavior, h i s  f a m i l y  and f r iendshipre l a t i ons ,  
h i s  purposes i n  l i f e ,  and h i s  sense of na t iona l  loya l ty?  Did such a 
ch i l d  grow up t o  think and a c t  l i k e  a Japanese o r  l i k e  an American? 

A general  answer t o  t he se  questions Is not d i f f i c u l t .  The 
young men and women who s t raddled these  d i f fe ren t  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  were 
a f fec ted  i n  d i f fe ren t ,  and sometimes opposite, ways; some grew up t o  
be like Americans, some l i k e  Japanese, some wavered i n  t h e i r  thoughts 
and behavior between t h e  two. What  kinds of men and women they turned 
out t o  be depended on t h e  age a t  which they  went t o  Japan, t h e  l eng th  
of time they  spent  there ,  whether they l i ved  i n  c i t y  or  country, how 
we l l  adjusted and happy they were there ,  how much education they had 
i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  before and a f t e r  they went, how they were received 
by family and f r i ends  when they  returned,  It a l so  depended on what 
Japan was l i k e  when they  were there ,  it was before t h e  
Manchurian invasion or  a f t e r ,  f o r  t h e  teaching i n  t h e  schools i n  Japan 
has var ied a t  d i f f e r en t  periods. 

These f ac to r s  have operated i n  such varying ways t h a t  i t  i s  
more dangerous t o  generalize, p a r t i cu l a r l y  i n  regard t o  loya l ty ,  
about t h e  Japanese Americans educated i n  Japan than it i s  about any 
o ther  pa r t  of t h e  population of t h e  Japanese i n  America. These per- 
sons, c a l l ed  Kibei i n  Japanese, conta in  among t h e i r  number individuals 
represent ing t he  extremes  i n  loyal ty  and devotion t o  t h e  ways of  Japan 
and America. There i s ,  however, something which most Kibei have i n  
common. That i s  con f l i c t  wi thin  themselves. At some time i n  t h e i r  
l i v e s ,  most have found themselves "facing two ways". Some have made 
clean-cut decisions t o  go i n  one d i r ec t i on  or another, while o thers  
have been pushed by many circumstances i n  t h i s  way or t h a t .  The ex- 
perience of growing up i n  two cu l tu r e s  has given r i s e  to this common 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t he  Kibei  - con f l i c t  i n  t h e i r  personal adjustment. 

Def ini t ions  of Kibei 

The l i t e r a l  meaning of "Kibei" is  returned t o  America.  Lit- 
e r a l l y ,  therefore ,  t h e  term could be taken to  inc lude  any ind iv idua l  
who has gone t o  Japan from America, f o r  however shor t  a time, and 
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then returned t o  t h i s  country.  For t h e  t e r m  t o  be usefu l  i n  def ining 
a type of person, however, it must be narrowed. Children of Japanese
parents  i n  the  U n i t e d  Sta tes  were s e n t  t o  Japan under two d i f f e r en t  
kinds of circumstances .  Many went f o r  b r i e f  v i s i t s  t o  see  r e i a t i v e s  
o r  as t o u r i s t s  sight-seeing i n  t h e i r  parents'  nat ive  land. Some went 
t o  receive  a l l  or  a port ion of t he i r  education there. Those i n  t he  
former c l a s s  u s u a l l y  spent no more than f r o m  a few months t o  a year 
i n  Japan; those i n  the l a t t e r  anywhere frorn two years t o  twenty. It 
i s  t h e  l a t t e r  group t o  whom t h e  term Kibei should apply, i f  it i s  t o  
have much use a s  des igna t i ng  a d i s t i n c t  type of Japanese American. 
It i s  such persons  whose l i v e s  have been influenced i n  important ways 
by the  stay i n Japan. 

Japanese  A m e r i c a n s  use t he  term Kibei t o  a p p l y  to  those educated 
i n  w h o l e  or i n  p a r t i n  Japan. Usage, however, among t he second genera- 
t i o n  Japanese i n  America ( the  Nisei)  has given a spec i a l  meaning t o  
t h e  w o r d  "Kibei" . It i s  a p p l i e d  t o  individuals not merely because 
they have been t o  school i n  Japan. It i s  reserved f o r  those  whose 
behavior i s  not l i k e  t h a t  of American youths,y o u n g men and women i n  
t h e  Japanese American  communities who  spoke Japanese among themselves 
preferably t o  EngLish and who otherwisebehaved  i n  what the  Nisei re- 
garded as a "Japanesy"  manner. I n  t h i s  usage i t  s e t  off  a group as 
c u l t u r a i l y  d i s t i n c t  from the  English-using Nisei. These  c o n n o t a t i o n s  
of "Kibei" developed  extensively during  evacuation and, i n  t h e  re loca-  
t i o n  centers, groups of youths were designated "Kibei" r e g a r d l e s s  of 
t he  f a c t  t h a t  they included m a n y  Nisei  who had never seen Japan. 

The Nisei usage corresponds more nearly with what most non- 
Japanese think they a r edes igna t i ng  when they  use t h e  termKibei: 
namely, a g r o u p  which  does not behave as American youths behave and 
which i s  devoted t o  Japanese ways of l i f e .  However, i n  the  Nisei 
usage it has no necessary  i m p l i c a t i o n  of l oya l t y  t o  Japan.

Reasons f o r  Study ing  in Japan 

Among Japanese f ami l i e s  i n  t he  United States, a dec i s ion  t o  
send a ch l ld  t o  study in  Japan  was not uncommon. S t r o n g ,  i n  h i s  
s t ud i e s  of California Japanese Americans conducted about 1930, found 
t h a t  665 out of 5,100, o r  13 per cent, second generation  youths had 
all o r  pa r t  of their  s c h o o l i n g  i n  Japan. 1/ Strong thought t ha t  there  
had been  a decline i n  the  p rac t ice  of sending children t o  Japan d u r i n g  
t h e  pe r iod  preceeding h i s  study. 

A sample of  Japanese Americans s tudied i n  1942 i n d i c a t e s
t h a t  72.7 per cent oft h e  A m e r i c a n  b o r n  had never been i n  J a p a n .  2 /  

1 /  S t r o n g ,  Edward J.,The Second  Generation Japanese P r o b l e m ,  1934,p.207 
2 /  F i g u r e s  based on a 25% sample taken  a t  the  relocation  c e n t e r s  i n  t he  
summer  and f a l l  of 1942. This does not include the  Hawaiian groups. 



Of t h e  27.3 percent who been i n  Japan, t he r e  were 14.4 percent of 
t he  t o t a l  who had no schooling there,  having gone f o rbr i e f  v i s i t s  
only. There were thus 12.9 percent who had received some education 
there ,  and t he  great  majori ty of these ,  12.2 percent of t he  t o t a l  
A m e r i c a n  born, had th ree  or  more years of schooling i n  Japan. The 
following t ab l e  gives  more d e t a i l :  

AMERICAN BORN RESIDENTS OF TEN  RELOCATION CENTERS 
(Sample of 17,956 Individuals)  

Percent of American Born 
Residence and Schooling                        Total  Under            20-39        40   

In Japan 20 yrs   yrs    &  o v e r  

Tota l  American Born                                 100.0     100.00. 0 100.0        100.0100.0

Never i n  Japan 72.7 86.8 54.1 46.9 

No Schooling i n  J a p a n  14.4 11.1 18.6 25.8 

1-2 yrs Schooling 0.7 .3 1.3 . 5  

3 or  more  y r s  Schooling                             12.2        1.8       26.0      26.8  
Elementary School                                    5.6       
Elementary & High School                         5.6 
High School                                              .1  
Other                                                          .9  

Of t h e  Total  American Born, 7.8 percent had 3 o r  m o r e  years scnooling 
i n  Japan, ending i n  1930 or l a t e r .  

Children were sen t  t o  Japan f o r  many reasons. The ch i ld  was 
u sua l l y  sen t  t o  l i v e  with a r e l a t i v e ,  while r e c e i v i n g  a formal  Japa- 
nese education. Sometimes paren ts  returned t o  Japan with t h e  chi ld ,  
br inging him up there .  Some chi ldren l a t e r  r e tu rned  t o  t he  United 
S t a t e s  a l o n e . Some p a r e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  f o r  success in business and i n  
t h e  professions i n  the  United Sta tes ,  it was e s sen t i a l  t h a t  an indi-  
v idua l  have a knowledge of t he  Japanese language and customs.  Also
with economic s ecu r i t y  i n  mind, some thought t h a t  i f  opportunit ies were 
scarce  i n  t h i s  country, the  combination of an American  and Japanese 
education w o u l d  f i t  a son f o r  work i n  Japan, Manchuria, or  some of t h e  
Japanese colonies. 

G i r l s  were sometimes sen t  back f o r  another reason. Not only 
would they  l e a r n  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  moral behavior, but they would f i n d  
wider marriage opportunit ies.  Some parents were m o t i v a t e d  by l i t t l e  
more than a sentiment t h a t  t h e i r  chi ldren should know the  customs of 
t h e i r  parents' c o u t r y  of b i r t h .  Other Parentswanted t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  
t o  know t h e i r  children. A f e w  probably  f e l t  it was more economical f o r  



them t o  send t h e i r  children t o  Japan t o  be cared  f o r  by r e l a t i v e s .  
The expense of rearing  t h e i r  chi ldren t he r e  was much l e s s  because 
American money had high exchange value and r e l a t i v e s  would  contribute 
t o  t he  chlidren's s u p p o r t .  There were p r o b a b l y   a few parents  who f e l t  
g u i i t y  about leaving t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  in Japan and took t h i s  way o f  
making it up. 

Reasons f o r  Returning t o  America 

The reasons of Kibei f o r  returning t o  t he  United S t a t e s  have 
var ied  wi th  ind iv idua l  si tuations.  When they  had completed t h e i r  
s tudies ,  in t h e  normal course of events many returned t o  t h e i r  fami -  
l i e s .   There were some who l e f t  t h e i r  paren t s  i n  Japan and r e t u r n e d  
t o  the  Unfted S t a t e s  by preference  o r  t o  earn some  money, planning t o  
r e t u r n  t o  Japan l a t e r .  Others wished to e s c a p e  J a p a n e s e  m i l i t a r y  ser- 
v ice .  (These Kibie may be regarded a s  ones w h o  had not absorbed the  
viewpoint taught  i n  Japanese schools .  If they had, they would have 
regarded army  s e rv ice  as an honor and a pr iv i l ege . )  Some Kibei  returned 
because they f r a n k l y  preferred t h e   freedom o f  American ways t o  t h e  m o r e  
r i d g i d  J a p a n e s e  society. Others displayed  the  normal r e ac t i on  of  an 
American  c i t i z e n  and returned when t h e  United S t a t e s  S ta te  Department  
i n  1940 advised i t s  c l t i z ens  t o  leave  Japan b e c a u s e  of the t h r e a t  o f  
war. 

I n  Japan many of the  Kibei, e spec i a l l y  those w h o  had previous 
education i n  the  United S ta tes ,  were regarded as foreigners.  T h o s e  
who went t o  Japan during o r  subsequent  t o  adolescense spoke Japanese  
wi th  an American accent. Furthermore ,  t h e i r  American  upbringing made  
them d i f f e r e n t  i n  many minor, but t o  t h e i r  Japanese a s s o c i a t e s ,  very 
noticeable ,  ways. Ironically ,  when anti-American  f ee l ing  was pa r t i -  
c u l a r i y  h i g h  there  it was not  always comfortable  f o r  thern t o  remain.  
Because of such a t t i t u d e s ,  many were p l e a s e d  and re l i eved t o  returnto
t h e  United S t a t e s .  A t  f l rst  glad t o  r e t u r n  t o  this c o u n t r y ,  they al- 
~ n s t  imhdia-t;ely f  omd theaselves cnder ,cl~sziclon by f ederd .  o f f i c e r s  
wh3 a s s u ~ e d  t k z t  schooling i n  japan hzd i n d o c t r i n ~ t e d  them es Jaixnese 
symrathizfrs  o r  even czgents. F,urtherriiorc, they  fcund ti!e j;i.5'3i o f t en  
ansag3r i s t i c ,  looking upon the..;, a s  f o r e i g ~ e r s  zn3 Gueer. Tbus, n z ~ y  
found the:~selves ir, m.cn t h c  s m e  posi t i o ~  i n  e i t h e r  cm~ritry, cis- 
t r u s t e d  i n  japan b e c z ~ s e  they were Psericans, 2nd theri sus?ec;ed again 
i n  t he  ~ n . i t e d  S t a t e s  becacse tney were d ~ p a c e s c ,  

Frc-'i-ac-~s t i o n  Soc ia l  Adjustmcr~t 

The g r ea t e r  nm.Per o f  Kibei sscm too have r ~ t u r n s d  t g  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  in t h e i r  l a t e  t c e r ~ r .  Ti-.is aias t r c e  a t  2 1  pe.-iods and points  
e i t h e r  t a  plans f ~ r  higher education i n  t nc  LJnited S ta tcs  or  decis ions  
t o  begin t h e i r  ca:.eers ir, t h i s  c ~ ~ t r j r .  Xibei hz-:e . e n  re turning t o  
t h e  United S ta tes ,  a  Tew ev t ry  yezr, f o r  t 5 e  ?as5 tsier,c:i-five years. 
There a r e  some Kibei :rho served wi th  the Anerican &my i n  i;ioorld %r I, 
There a r e  s eve ra l  hundred Kibei tvilo have &ring i he  gaat  twenty gears  



marr ied  and b u i l t  up businesses  andbecame i nd i s t i ngu i shab le  fromthe i r  
N i s e i  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  who have never  studied in Japan. There are many 
o t h e r s ,  s t i l l  under twenty-five, who c a m e  back  during  t h e 1930's and 
had n o t  yet, e s t s b l i s h s d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i th  family o r  business  before  eva-  
c u a t i o n ,  I n  c d d i t i c n ,  there i s  a group,  farfrom a m a j o r i t y  of the 
Kibei ,  who came back t o  t h e  United Sta tes  i n  1940 and 1 9 4 1 .  These  
t e e n  age  youths  c a m e a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  impos i t i on  of economic  s a n c t i o n s  
on Japan  by t h e  United S t a t e s .  They were  urged, as A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s ,  
by t h e  S t a t e  Department and o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Japan  t o  r e t u r n  
because of the strained  r e l a t i o n s  between  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  and the threat 
o f  war. These r e c e n t  a r r i v a l s  were caught by e v a c u a t i o n  at t h e  v e r y  
beg inn ing  of t h e i r  readjustment t o   life i n  the  United S t a t e s .  

I n  S o m e  ways t h e  Kibei may  be r ega rded  a s  a new immigrant  group 
The majority  of t h e m  had spen t  t h e i r  formative yea r s  I n  Japan. They 
had l e a r n e d  Japanese  c u s t o m s  and spoke the Japanese language. They had 
t h e r e f o r e  t he u s u a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s of an i m m i g r a n t  i n  school, in f i n d i n g  
jobs, i n  f i n d i n g  wives and husbands. However, t h e r e  w a s  another and 
p e c u l i a r  f a c t o r  I n  t h e i r  adjustment .  They were  different no t  on ly  from 
t h e  majority of Americans i n  speech and custom, b u t  they were e v e n  dif- 
f e r e n t  from young people of their own age and  of t h e i r  o w n  s tock ,  the 
Japanese  Americans .As has been pointed  ou t ,  only  a s m a l l  proportion  
of the second g e n e r a t i o n  Japanese  were sent t o  J a p a n ;  o f t e n  o n l y  t h e  
e l d e s t  child i n  a  f a m i l y  of s e v e r a l .  T h u s ,  t h e  Klbei  were a minority 
group  w i t h i n  a minor i ty .  

T h e  relation of Kibei  to o t h e r  second generation J a p a n e s e  and 
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i ons  w i t h  parents were important factors 
i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .   These re la t ions  have had as m u c h  
e f f e c t  on t h e  c o u r s e  t hey  have taken i n  the United S t a t e s  a s  has  t h e i r  
s choo l ing  in Japan. 

The.  r e t u r n i n g  Kibei came back t o  various kinds o f  f a m i l y  situa-
t i o n s .  A considerable  n u m b e r  c a m e  back t o  nofamily a t  all. Others  
came back t o  t h e  b i t t e r  e x p e r i e n c e  of p o v e r t y  and low  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  

i n  a con tex t  of r a c i a l  discrimination .    Many others  r e t u r n e d  t o  s i t u a -  
t i o n s  b e t t e r  i n  most  ways than those t h e y  had left in Japan. The fol- 
lowing experience  i s  n o t u n t y p i c a l  of that of Kibei who r e t u r n e d  i n  
t h e  p r o s p e r o u s  1930's:

"We came t o  San Pedro.  My f a t h e r  was t h e r e  ( t o  meet me a t  
t h e  dock) ,  Then we  got  in t h e  ca r .  I watched him d r i v e ,  
looked a t  t h e  speedometer, 40-50 miles  a n  h o u r .  How could Y o u  
go t h a t  f a s t ?  a n d all the c a r s  d r i v i n g  a l o n g  J u s t  t h a t  f a s t .  
Then we g o t  home and they had fixed up my room  f o r  me. They 
hed a bureau  f o r  m e  and everthing laid o u t  n i c e  there. They 
had brushes  l a i d  out  f o r  me and everything  s o  nice. I went 
over  and sat d o w n  on t h e  bed, and I went down deep. It was 
l i k e  heaven. You d idn ' t  have those t h i n g s  i n  Japan u n l e s s  you 
a r e  very r ich."  
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But even when t h e  in t roduct ion was as  pleasant as  t h a t  j u s t  

described,  there  were f o r  a l l  Kibei who had spent many years i n  
J a p a n  t h e  t roubles  of language, of ge t t i ng  along with a f a m i l y  who 
were  a l m o s t  strangers, and of l ea rn ing  American ways i n  t he  schools 
and out. Family l i f e  was more  d i f f i c u l t  when there  were other  chi ldren 
i n  t h e  f a m i l y  who had not been i n  Japan. The Kibei son was somet imes  
c lo se r  t o  t h e  parents because of t h e  spec i a l  pr ide  taken i n  h i m  a s  
Japanese-educated. The c loser  re la t ionship  between Kibei and parents  
widened t he  gulf  between Kibei and brother  o r  s i s t e r .  Resentments 
aga ins t  t he  Kibei member of t he  family on t h e  p a r t  of the  other sons 
were sometimes intense.  But more of ten it was the  Kibei  member  of t h e  
family who, a s  a v i r t u a l  outs ider ,  nursed resentment A Nisei has
described t h e  family conf l i c t :  

[ T h e  bad] home adjustment i n  many instances was overcome 
by t h e  passage of time, by grea te r  ass imila t ion;  but  when t h e  
boys and g i r l s  were past  i6 or  18 years of age the  fami ly  
adjustment  d id  not always take  place ,  unless the  parents 
understood t h e  s i tua t ion  and made a spec ia l  e f f o r t  t o  remember 
t h e  circumstances themselves whenever t h e  b i t t e r  or  resentful 
occasion arose.  The ch i l d  i n  t h e  meantime seemed t o  have l o s t  
t h a t  n a t u r a l  attachment  t o  t he  family and did not seem c lose  
t o  t h e  parents or  t o  h i s  own brothers  and s i s t e r s .  

I n  school  t h e  Kibei teen age youths had a much more difficult  
t ime t h a n  i n  t h e  family. Here f a m i l y  af fec t ions  which helped t o  
s o f t e n  t h e  differences did  not operate. Some Kibei were forced t o  
go t o  schoo l  whether they wished t o  o r  not, being of compulsory s c h o o l  
age, bu t  t h e  majori ty wanted t o  go a t  f i r s t  t o  f i t  t hemse lves  b e t t e r  
t o  make a l i v i n g  i n  the  United S t a t e s .  They experienced the  agonies 
of o lder  youths placed i n  c lasses  of younger chi ldren because of 
t h e i r  language handicaps .  "When I c a m e  over here, I went t o  school 
f o r  awhile, and they put me w i t h  s m a l l e r  kids. Lit t le  k ids  a l l  around 
me. I was t a i l  and didn't l ike  t h a t  so much. I d idn ' t  go  on." The 
extreme i n  school experiences i s  ind ica ted  i n  the following account by 
a Japanese American who observed Kibei i n  school a t  T e r m i n a l  Is land:  

They cons t i tu ted  a problem  i n  one of t he  elementary schools 
....Because by t h e i r  age (12 t o  16 ) ,  they d e f i n i t e l y  belonged 
wi th  t h e  junior and even I n  some cases t h e  senior  high school 
group. ( B u t )  they were lacking i n  ease of s o c i a l  adjustment 
and showed a language handicap.. . .(so t h a t  they) belonged i n  , 

t he  elementary school somewhere from the  f i r s t  grade up through 
t h e  s i x th .  

The school pr inc ipa l  and teachers  immediately protested 
aga ins t  placing these"teen" age pupi ls  i n  with t h e i r  nor- 
mally progressing younger chi ldren f o r  many reasons; physical  
s i z e ,  t h e i r  various s tages  o f  l anguage  handicap,  and i n  some 
ins tances  t h e i r  advancement mentally i n  current  events, ele-  
mentqry s o c i a l  problems, a n d  fundamentals of arithmetic. 



A s p e c i a l  group  was  therefore  c r e a t e d  composed  of K ibe i  who thus  
ceased  t o  associate  i n  any normal w a y  w i t h  the o t h e r  s tuden t s .  The 
obse rve r  con t inues :  

As I r e c a l l  t hese  boys end g i r l s  l acked  i n i t i a t i v e ,  were s h y  
i n  o r a l  response,  and if sent, t o  t h e  o f f i c e  on an  errand,  
always seemed t o  come i n  " t w o ' s " .  Whenever found o u t s i d e  of  
the c l a s s r o o m ,  t h e y  r e s o r t e d  t o  c o n v e r s i n g  i n  J a p a n e s e .  They 
f u r t h e r  seemed t o  be unwi l l i ng  t o  accep t  c r i t i c i s m  without  
t h e  t e a c h e r  first us ing  a great  deal of  p a t i e n c e  and t a c t ,  
and t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  were e a s i l y  h u r t .  

P o i n t s  of  view  absorbed during t h e i r  Japanese school ing  p e r s i s t e d  and 
influenced t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s :  

During a  certain  school  program, all t h e  schoo l  c h i l d r e n  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  school  ya rd  i n  o rde r ,  ca r ry ing  
benches t o  u s e  f o r  s e a t s ,  d e c o r a t i n g  the  pla t form,  making 
scenery ,  e t c .  The "regular"  children had fun .... in  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  t h e  f o r e i g n  boys and g i r l s  r e s e n t e d  
taking p a r t  as w e l l  as a s s i s t i n g  in t h e  phys i ca l  prepa ra -  
t i o n .  The boys  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f e l t  t h a t  they  came t o  
s c h o o l  t o  study, and that  such  p h y s i c a l  manual l a b o r  s h o u l d  
be done by some such person as a cus tod ian  o r  even by t h e  
t e a c h e r ,  and not by t h e m s e l v e s .  

Thus, i n  t h e  home and in t h e  school ,  t h e  groudnwork of malad- 
j u s t m e n t  was l a i d ,   and K i b e i  were s e t  apart f r o m  family and from 
t h o s e  of  t he i r  own age.  To s o m e  t h i s  w a s  m e r e l y  a c h a l l e n g e  t o  work 
ha rde r  at be ing  accepted :  "I always t r i e d  t o  go w i t h  Nisei ,  so I 
would  l e a r n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b e t t e r . "  I n  t h e  Y o u n g  B u d d h i s t  groups  i n  
Southern  Callifornia  and elsewhere, t h e r e  were many Kibei who worked  
ou t  t h e i r  adjustment through r e l i g i o u s  ac t iv i t i e s .  Here they  c a m e  
i n t o  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  second gene ra t ion  youths who had n o t  been t o  
Japan, who u s e d  E n g l i s h  l i k eany o t h e r  Americans,  and who were o f t e n  
w i l l i n g  t o  accept  K i b e i  leadership  i n  church a f f a i r s .  

However, it was i n  t h e  at tempt  t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  w i d e r  community 
t h a t  Kibei  met t h e  most s e r i o u s  r e b u f f s .  Outside t h e  church groups ,  
i n  the  f i e l d  of r e c r e a t i o n  they were s e r i o u s l y  l a ck ing  in American  
s k i l l s  such as d a n c i n g .  Inability t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  such  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  fo rma t ion  o f  t h e i r  own clubs a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
groups. A s  t h e y  w i t h d r e w  f r o m  N i s e i  soc ie ty ,  they came t o  be  regarded  
a s  a  group a p a r t .  Some c o n s t i t u t e d  smal l  b u t  de f in i t e  c l i q u e s  i n  most 
of  t h e  Coast  c i t i e s ,  w i t h  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  l i f e  regarded  as r o u g h ,  o r  at 
l e a s t  s t r a n g e ,  b y N i s e i .  They were s h u n n e d  and o f t e n  ridiculed by 
Nise i .  K ibe i  g i r l s  tended t o  marry  Kibei  and I s s e i  m e n r a t h e r  t h a n  
Ni se i .  A m o n g  t h e  Kibe i  men were many b a c h e l o r s  who could f i n d  no 
wives who would take them. They dr i f t ed  off i n t o  t h e i r  own s oc i e ty ,  
going t h e  w a y  of non-assimilat ion .  The a b l e r  found s o m e  r e f u g e  i n  jobs 
with Japanese  firms. The l e s s  a b l e  became casual u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r e r s ,  
and a s s o c i a t e d  c h i e f l y  w i th  I s s e i  m i g r a t o r y  woricers. Their  maladjust-  
ment i n  terms of  f a m i l y ,  s o c i a l ,  and ecocomic l i f e  w a s  o f t e n  extreme. 



They were pariahs wi thin  t h e  l a r g e r  minori ty  group of the  Japanese  
Americans. 

Prominen t  i n  t h i s  group  of Kibe i  were t h e r e c e n t  comers a t  t he  
time of evacuation  - those who entered t he  Unlted S t a t e s  after  1940 - 
here f o r  t oo  s ho r t  a t ime  t o  have weathered  t h e  usual  e a r l y  d i f f i cu l -  
ties i n  adjustment common t o  a l l  Kibei and  then suddenly segregated 
i n  t h e  re locat ior ,  centers.  

Relocation  Center Adjustment 

S i n c e  P e a r l  Harbor the  term Kibei has  become more f a m i l i a r  t o  
other Americans; it h a s  moreover a c q u i r e d  a s i n i s t e r  meaning, Kibei 
i n  t h e  American Army were discharged when war broke out and many were 
picked up a s  suspects by t he  FBI. They have been pointed t o  by popu- 
lar writers as  t h e  most  dangerous of t h e  Japanese Amer i cans .  I n  t h i s ,  
a s  is usual i n  t h e  appl icat ion  of a l a b e l  t o  any considerable group 
of people, a part has been m i s t a k e n  f o r  t h e  whole. Enough has already 
been  sa id  t o  indicate  t h a t  t h e  Kibei followed widely d i f f e r en t  l i n e s  
of development i n  A m e r i c a n  l i f e  before e v a c u a t i o n .  

Duringevacuation and the  events following P e a r l  Harbor, t h e  
forces  pushing Kibei  i n  various directions were  i n t e n s i f i e d .  The 
con f l i c t s  involved i n  t h e i r  l i ves  were sharpened, and as a r e s u l t  many 
m o v e d  more  d e f i n i t e l y  than they had before t o  l i n k  t h e i r  fu tu res  e i t h e r  
with t h e  United Sta t e s  or with Japan. Kibei who had been  back from 
Japan t he  longest  and had f a m i l i e s  and businesses sometimes leaned 
over b a c k w a r d  t o  demonstrate t h e i r  loyal ty  t o  t he  United S ta tes .  A 
few became r a b i d l y  pro-American and "flag  wavers" i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  
demonstrate loya l ty .   I n  every r e loca t ion  cen te r  t he r e  have been some 
Kibei who knew t h e i r  minds very def in i te ly ,  who were imbued with  a 
deep d i s l i k e  f o r  Japan, and who were determined t o  continue as loyal 
A m e r i c a n s  desp i te  evacuation and other rebuf fs  in  America.  They knew 
from exper ience  what Japan was l i k e  andchose to i d e n t i f y  themselves  
w i t h  A m e r i c a .  As one Kibei, returned i n  1934 from a s i x t e e n  year 
s t a y  in Japan, put it: "This evacuation business i s  bad and i t  makes 
me mad, bu t  I never can understand t h o s e  Kibeis  who want t o  go b a c k  t o  
Japan. Every Kibei I know who went always came back t o  t h i s  country 
in a hurry b e c a u s e  he couldn' t  stand it there .   There everything  you 
do is f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  not f o r  yourself .  I t ' s  no good there." 
This was s a id  with the  unmistakable accent of t h e  Kibei of long r e s i -  
dence i n  Japan. The point  of  view i s  t h a t  of t he  conscious-American 
who has chosen and knows why. Such ind iv idua l s  behaved i n  the  reloca- 
t i o n  centers  very much a s  the more progressive Nisei did. They sought 
jobs as near t h e i r capab i l i t i e s  as  possible and worked cooperatively 
with t h e  WRA admin i s t r a t i on .  Except f o r  t h e i r  speech, t he r e  was l i t t l e  
difference  between them  and the  majori ty of t he  Nisei. L i k e  the  l a t t e r ,  
they were assimilated. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note a l so  t h a t  t he r e  were 
among these  always a few of the more recen t ly  re turned t o  the  United 
S t a t e s .



Another type  o f  K i b e i ,  often  hav ing  a b a c k g r o u n d  of a c t i v i t y  
f o r  a f e w  y e a r s  i n  Christian o r  Buddhist  young peoples  groups  i n  t h e  
p r e - e v a c u a t i o n  Japanese community, f o u n d  a very  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  
r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  Some of these individuals,  in t h e i r  l a t e  twen t i e s ,  
were e l e c t e d  t o  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  Temporary Community C o u n c i l s .  They were 
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  genera t ionp a r e n t s  a n d  w e r e  e l e c t e d  as a r e s u l t  of 
t h e  confidence  which t h e  I s s e i  had i n  them because of t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  
speak  and unders tand  Japanese, A number of t h e m  cont inued  t o  b e  prom- 
i n e n t  i n  r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r  a f f a i r s ,  a s s u m i n g  a d e f i n i t e  r o l e  i n  the new 
s i t ua t ion .   This  r o l e  w a s  a s  l i a i s o n  between Nisei and I s s e l  i n  commun- 
n i t y  a f f a i r s .  The i r  knowledge  of t h e  two languages and differing view- 
p o i n t s  were ut i l ized .  They found themselves i n  u s e f u l  r o l e s  and w i t h  
new s t a t u s  i n  t h e  developing  community s t r u c t u r e .  A  s i m i l a r  f u n c t i o n  
developed f o r  Kibe i  i n  connection  wi th  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  force ,  
where again t h e  knowledge of Japanese  was i m p o r t a n t .  This  second type  
of Kibei ,  u s u a l l y  devoted t o  d i f fe ren t ,  a s p e c t s  of  both  the  c u l t u r e s  
he knew, found it p o s s i b l e  t o  utilize h i s  d i v e r g e n t  background exper- 
ience and t h u s  t o  f i n d  function  and s t a t u s .  They have been  an i m p l e m e n t  
of c o n s t r u c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t e r s .  

There a r e  two o t h e r  t ypes  of K ibe i  whose r o l e  i n  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  
c e n t e r s  was q u i t e  different. One g r o u p  tended  t o  withdraw from com- 

munity af fa i r s ,  p a r t l y  because of poor knowledge o f  English a n d  p a r t l y  
because t h e y  f e l t  t h e y  shou ld  a s s u m e  t h e  prope r  r o l e  of  t h e  young man 
i n  a Japanese community, d e f e r r i n g  thus  t o  t h e i r  e l d e r s .   These men 
and women l i v e d  pret ty  much wi th in  t h e i r  blocks,  avoid ing  contact  wi th  
t h e  Caucasian a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and constituting a group a p a r tfrom t h o s e  
o f  t h e i r  own age i n  t h e i r  blocks.  They o f t e n  s o u g h t  jobs i n  the mess 
h a l l s ,  which  a l lowed them t o  r e m a i n  a l o o f  from t h e  g e n e r a l  communnity  
l i f e .  They were n o t i c e a b l y  Japanese  in m a n n e r ,  bowing with t h e  p o l i t e -  
n e s s  of  t h e  I s s e i  a n d  t h e  women d e f e r r i n g  publicly  t o  t h e  men i n  formal 
Japanese f a sh ion .  This  led t o  t h e i r  b e i n g  s i n g l e d  o u t  by t h e  f i rst  
generation parents  and p o i n t e d  to a s  mode l s  of  behavior,  a f a c t  much  
r e s e n t e d  by  the Nisei.   These unobt rus ive  Kibei  were usually t h e  o l d e r  
of t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  re turned .  A few had m a r r i e d  j u s t  before  evacua- 
t i o n  and many of them marr ied  in t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  where they  
suddenly  had a w i d e r  choice  of mates  thanthey had eve r  had before.  

The f o u r t h  type  ofKibei i s   the one who has  g iven  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  
t o  t h e  whold .  These a r e  a mixed group composed of t h o s e  who had never 
accepted American ways and  t hose  who had n o t  had t i m e  t o  a d j u s t  t o  
America because  of t h e  recency  of t h e i r  r e t u r n ;  a l s o  w i t h  t h e m  were 
o l d e r  k i b e i  who r e a c t e d  l i k e  many l o y a l  N i s e i  t o  t h e  evacuat ion,  who 
were s t r o n g l y  b i t t e r  and resentful. Amongthem ,  too were a number of 
t h e  Hawaiian  Kibe i ,  more r ecen t ly  re turned  f r o m  J a p a n  and some wi th  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  there ,  w h o s e  evacuat ion  expe r i ences  had been severe.  

0n t h e  one hand were  t h o s e  who had never  intended t o  remain i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  They were devoted t o  Japanese  ways and had i d e n t i -  
f i e d  t h e i r  f u t u r e with Japan. They were p a t r i o t i c  J a p a n e s e  who wished 
t o  behave i n  t h i s  country  i n  a manner which would no t  j eopa rd ize  t h e i r  



fu ture  there .  Some of these were disdainful o f  t he  Nisei,  regarding 
them a s  shallow and thoughtless.   I n some c e n t e r s  t h e r e  were ea r ly  
movements t o  "Japanize t h e  Nisei" They came t o  l i t t l e  because of 
t h e  major i ty  sentiment agains t  such trend. A few Kibei rose  t o  
leadership  b r i e f l y  on such platforms and then r e t i r e d  i n t o  f ru s t r a t ed  
unimportance as the sentiment of the centers  swung i n  a d i f f e r en t  di-  
r ec t ion .  The fo l lowers  of such men were mostly t h e  younger Kibei 

( and a l s o  some Nisei)  who found r e loca t ion  center l i f e  tiresome and 
unpleasant and sought any means of as se r t i ng  themselves  and passing 

t h e i r  t ime i n  a n  e x c i t i n g  manner. The a r t i c u l a t e  leaders  of t h i s  
type of ten  had g rea t  pres t ige ,  as  high-ranking Judo men, or  ones who 
spoke au tho r i t a t i ve ly  of Japan's expected fu tu re  greatness  i n  t he  
Pacif ic .  Their young followers were f o r  t h e  most p a r t  peaceful, but 
they could be persuaded t o  u n s o c i a l  a c t s  of various  kinds,  Some 
beatings i n  t h e  centers  were carried out by these  groups. They were 
g e n e r a l l y  disapproved by t h e  peace-loving mass of t h e  center  a n d  were 
looked askance a t  by t h e  majority of Nisei who s a w  them  as  a rowdy 
and uncontrollable group, a n d  labelled  them "Kibei" desp i te  the  
presence among them of Nisei who had never been i n  Japan. 

The Kibei  a t  Regis t ra t ion.  During r e g i s t r a t i o n  a pecul ia r ly  Kibei 
point  of view  b e c a m e  apparent , This was expressed a t  Topaz and 
Manzanar especia l ly ,  but  was present among other  Kibei, part icularly  
of t he  l a s t  two groups mentioned, i n  a l l  t h e  centers .  This w a s  t he    
view that foreswearing  al legiance  t o  t h e  Emperor, involved i n  ques- 
t i o n   No. 28, would  a f f ec t  not only themselves but a l s o  thei r  r e l a t i v e s  
i n  Japan. The following indicates  the  nature of t h i s  v i e w :  

We c an ' t  say  or  put  d o w n  in  wr i t ing  that we forswear  
a l l e g i a n c e  t o  the E m p e r o r ,  no matter how we f e e l  about 
it personally. We h a v e  relatives  i n  J a p a n .  If  our re la -  
t i v e s  ever f o u n d  out that we did t h i s ,  even i f  they found 
out a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  they could not hold up t h e i r  heads i n  
the  v i l l age .  If it came out, they would  b e  t r e a t ed  with 
contempt  by a l l  t h e i r  neighbors and they would have t o  
disown us.  We  could never go back t o  t h a t  pa r t  of t he  
country o r  secure  our r i g h t s  there .  

This was a f ac to r  i n  t h e  re fusa l  of many Kibei  t o  r e g i s t e r  or t o  
answer "yes" t o  t h e  l o y a l t y  question.  They were general ly  ones who 
had re ta ined  dual c i t i zensh ip  and who  of ten had never p l a n n e d  t o  re- 
main permanently i n  t h e  U n i t e dSta tes .  Such Kibei, however, f requent ly  
s a i d  t h a t  they would be willing t o  be drafted and would serve honorably 
i f  it were put on an involuntary  b a s i s .  The following i l l u s t r a t e s
t h i s  point  of view: 

A good Japanese c i t i z e n  w i l l  make  t h e  bes t  American c i t i z en .  
I f  I am here, I m u s t  go t o  war and f i gh t  f o r  the  United 
S ta tes .  I am born here .  I must do my very bes t  f o r  my 
country. I t o l d  my g i r l  f r i end  t h a t  a long time ago, She 



never understand me. If I am a s o l d i e r ,  I told her ,  and if 
I am t o l d  t o  bomb Tokio, I do it, b u t  I don't expect  t o  come 
back. That i s  how I make it up t o  my race. . .  There i s  some 
fel lows th ink  you should  wa i t  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  c i t i z e n s  r i g h t  
back before  going i n t o  t h e  army. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. I s a y  
do w h a t  t h e  government t e l l s  you t o  do. That i s  t h e  way you 
a r e  t r a i n e d  i f  you a r e  brought up l i k e  me i n  Japan. ... but  
t h e y  s a y  I am crazy. 

The r e s u l t  of be ing  r e q u i r e d  t o  answer t h e  l o y a l t y  ques t ion  re-  
g a r d l e s s  of t h e  d i l e m n a  i t  put  them i n  was twofold.  On t h e  one hand, 
i t  r e s u l t e d  immediately i n  gang  t a c t i c s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  some Kibei  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  with t h e  ca r ry ing  ou t  of t h e r eg i s t r a t ionprocess .  It must  
be sa id ,  however, t h a t  such demonstrat ions were never  exc lus ive ly  
Kibei  and i n  T u l e  Lake were d e f i n i t e l y  not  K i b e i  organized ;  many 
Nise i ,  p r o t e s t i n g  the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  on o the r  grounds, a l s o  joined 
such f o r c e  groups. 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, once  r e g i s t r a t i o n  was over, t hose  Kibei  who  
had answered "no" i m m e d i a t e l y  f e l t  a new i n s e c u r i t y .  A t  Manzanar 
t h e r e  were rumors from t h e n  on t h a t  it wouid be t h e  K i b e i  who would 
be segregated.  They f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Kibe i  had been singled  o u t  f o r  spe- 
c i a l  r e t a l i a t o r y  act ion  by  t h e  United S t a t e s  government and expected
t h e  worst. Thusa sense of persecut ion  grew up i n  t h e  cen te r s  on t h e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  K i b e i  and con t r ibu ted  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  d i so rgan iza t ion  
of those  who were al ready  confused and badly adjusted.  

This  c r e a t e d  a group within  t h e  cen te r s  who became  a source of 
d i sco rd ,  moving steadily  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of r e b e l l i o u s  ac t ion .  It 
cannot be too  s t r o r g l y  emphasized t h a t  some Nisei joined with t h e  re- 
b e l l i o u s  Kibei,  e s p e c i a i l y  r e l a t i v e l y unassimilated N i se i  from r u r a l  
d i s t r i c t s .  They were regarded as v i o l e n t  i n  t h e i r  behavior  by o the r  
evacuees. They seemed  unduly b e l l i g e r e n t  and exc i t ab le  to Nisei and 
most Issei. The d i r e c t i o n  in which t h e y  were h e a d i n g  i s  i nd ica ted  by 
what happened when they  came t o g e t h e r  i n  concentrated l o t s  a t  TuLe Lake 
a f t e r  segregat ion.  "This i s  Japan" ,  became a s logan by which t h e y  j u s t i -  
f i e d  rough- t rea tment  of g i r l s  and broke up Nisei dances .  Young Nisei  g i r l s  i n   Tule Lake became  a f r a i d  t o  go out a t  n igh t  becauseof  t h e  be-  
havior  of t h e s e  qangs, composed i n  l a r g e  p a r t  of Kibei.   They  th rea tened 
a d u l t s  as wel l ,  us ing  strong-arm ac t ions ,  and e s t a b l i s h e dan atmosphere 
i n  t h e  newly d isorganized  c e n t e r  which gave them t h e  ascendancy. A s  
one Nisei expressed it, "you c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  t o  show  a Lot of r e spec t  
f o r  t h e s e  Kibei" . .  They used their c o n c e p t i o n  of Japan a s  a justifi-  
c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  r e s t r a i n t  of whatever kind. 
 

These groups were an end-product of a process which had been 
going on before  evaeuation,  was i n t e n s i f i e d  i n  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  cen te r s ,  
and r e a c h e d  i t s  maximun i n  t h e  segregat ion  center .  It was t h e  develop- 
ment of a type  of behavior  which r e s u l t e d  from the s t r a d d l i n g  of two 
c u l t u r e s  i n  such a way as t o  make a f i t  i m p o s s i b l e  i n  e i t h e r .  It was 
behavior  a r i s i n g  ou t  of being rebuf fed  repeatedly,  of f r u s t r a t i o n  and



l ack  o f  s t a t u s  i n  any socie ty .  A portion of the  Kibei had reacted i n  
t h i s  process i n  t h e  manner of t he  t h i r d  t y p e  of Kibei mentioned above  - 
they  withdrew insofa r  as  they could, accepting a l imi ted  s p h e r e  of 
a c t i on  i n  a soc ie ty  where rebuffs were l e s s  possible and vhere approval 
of I s s e i  a t  l e a s t  could be won, There  a r e  many of them s t i l l  i n  t h e  
r e loca t i on  centers .  . 

Another port ion did  not accept t h e  r e j ec t i on  bu t  sought compen- 
s a t i ons  of various s o r t s .  Ins tead of submitting t o  t h e  r e j ec t i on  
they  combated it, found a symbol of s o l i d a r i t y  and an aim i n  t h e i r  
concept of Japan and became aggressively ac t ive  i n  t he  name of t h a t  
symbol. They have been ca l led  t he  uncontrollables by other evacuees. 
They became members of goon squads and aggressively asse r ted  themselves 
a g a i n s t  t he  Nisei  and aga ins t  America, t h e  scene of t h e i r  most recent  
r e j ec t i on .  They enjoyed a b r i e f  hour i n  t he  segregation center,  where 
it was a l i t t l e  longer a t  l e a s t  than it had been i n  any of t h e  reloca- 
t i o n  centers .  They have become now men without a  country  who w i l l  pro- 
bably f i nd  t h a t  they  have devoted themselves t o  an i d e a l  t h a t  does not 
e x i s t ,  namely, a Japan of t h e i r  own over-heated imaginations, nursed 
i n  unhappiness and lack of s t a t u s  i n  any society.  

The Kibei a n d  Administration 

A l i t t l e  more than one-tenth of the  second generation Japanese 
Americans  have had schooling i n  Japan.  Arough est imate as  t o  t h e i r  
number i n  t he  United S t a t e s  would be between 8000 and9000 persons. 
The g r ea t  major i ty  a r e  still i n  t he  re loca t ion  centers  or  i n  t h e  
segregation center.  If w h a t  has been sa id  be accepted, t he r e  a r e  at 
l e a s t  four  kinds of K i b e i .  Each of these  are qui te  d i s t i n c t  i n  t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n  t o  the  management of p ro jec t s  and i n  regard t o  what  t h e i r  
f u tu r e s  map be expected t o  be. They c a l l  f o r  very d i f f e r en t  dminis- 
t r a t i v e  approaches. 

The f i r s t  type of Kibei mentioned, t he  conscious-Americans, do 
not  cons t i t u t e  a spec i a l  problem, They f a l l  i n t o  t he  group of Nisei  
who a r e  r e s e t t l i n g  s t e a d i l y  from t h e  centers. Since, however, they  
have ce r t a in  character is t ics  which place them technically  i n  the  Kibei 
c lass ,  t h e i r  m a j o r  problem i s  t h a t  of leave clearance. It cannot be 
too  s t rongly  emphasized t h a t  t h e  determination of t h e  Kibe i ' s  f i t n e s s  
f o r  l eave  must not become mechanical. Labels and slogans must not be 
subs t i t u t ed  f o r  c a r e fu l  e v a l u a t i o n  i n  terms of the  f ac to r s  mentioned 
a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h i s  paper. There a re  l oya l  "1940 Kibei" and dis-  
l o y a l  "1930 Kibei" .  Moreover, t he  degree of >Americanization i s  by no 
means d i r e c t l y  cor re la ted  with loya l ty .  They a r e  r a t h e r  d i s t i n c t  
q u a l i t i e s ,  a f a c t  which comes out most c l ea r ly  i n  connection with t h i s  
f i r s t  type of Kibei, many of whom r e t a i n  Japanese speech and c u l t u r a l  
cha rac t e r i s t i c s .  No formula can be used t o  discover l o y a l t y .  On the  
other  hand we can come close  t o  a formula f o r  d e t e r r i n i n g  degree of 
Americanization. I f  any of t h e  influences which make a Kibei what he 



i s  may be c lassed as more s ign i f ican t  than others ,  they are t h e  fo l -  
l o w i n g :  t h e  r e l a t i v e  mounts of education i n  t h e  two countr ies  and 
which preceded t h e  other. These, h o w e v e r ,  must be recognized only a s  
i nd i ca to r s  of degree of A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n ,  not  of l oya l t y  necessar i ly .  

It i s  important t o  recognize t h a t  t he r e  have been in every 
center  Kibei who have been of immense value t o  the  c o m m u n i t y .  They 
have smoothed over r e l a t i ons  between I s s e i  and Nisei and between I s s e i  
and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  They have been go-betweens and have i n t e rp re t ed  
one group t o  t h e  other.  These men  have f o r  the most par t  been those  
of t h e  second c l a s s  m e n t i o n e d .  A n u m b e r  have l e f t  the  centers ,  bu t  
t he r e  are o thers  who can continue  t o  f i l l  this role.  The habit of 
admin i s t r a to r s  has teen t o  tend t o  fo rge t  that  such cooperative persons 
a r e  Kibei. It would be well  t o  remember t he  f a c t  and t o  seek out and 
give opportunity t o  such men forf u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  spec ia l  r o l e .  

The two remaining t y p e s  of Kibei  cons t i t u t e  d e f i n i t e  problems 
f o r  t h e  WRA program. I t  i s  important t o  distinguish clearly between 
t he  two types .  One g r o u p  has been called t he  "unobt rus ive"  Kibei. 
It i s  un l ike ly  t h a t  many of them  w i l l develop i n t o  c o m m u n i t y  leaders .  
They w i l l  remain as  long  as  possible i n  t h e  ret irement of block l i f e .  
They w i l l not respond t o  re loca t ion  and i n  t h e i r  planning f o r  the  fu ture  
w i l l  go along wi th  the  major i ty  of I s s e i .  Yet they a r e  not I s s e i ;  they 
a r e  y o u n g  and have t h e i r  l i v e s  before them. Poorly or  not a t  a l l  
Americanized a s  they  m a y  be, it Is nevertheless begging t he  question t o  
assume t h a t  they are dest ined t o  go back t o  Japan or  t ha t ,  i f  they  should, 
they  would f i t  any b e t t e r  the re  than they  have i n  t he  United S ta tes .  
Most of a r e  out of touch wi th  A m e r i c a n  l i f e  not so m u c h  from choice 
a s  from language b a r r i e r .  Many are and  have been I n  t h e  pas t  anxious 
t o  surmount  t h a t  ba r r i e r .  There i s  here a specia l ,  and an unusually 
challenging, f i e l d  f o r  adul t  education. 

Final ly ,  t he r e  e r e  the  un-Americanized  Kibei  who  a r e  so by con- 
v i c t i o n  and choice. Probably a major i ty  a r e  now i n  t h e  segregation 
center.  They must be recognized fo r  what they  are,  regardless  of by 
what process  they  have been l e d  t o  t h e i r  present posit ion.  They have 
demonstrated t h a t  they w i l l  r e s o r t  t o  force  t o  secure t h e i r  ends. They 
have shown t h a t  they w i l l  be t h e  f i r s t  t o  jo in  i n  and support demonstra- 
t i o n s  against  whatever const i tu ted au tho r i t y  ex i s t s .  They, together  
with young Nisei  of s imilar  outlook ,  a r e  constant  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  peace 
of t h e  segregation center.  Methods must be worked out f o r  con t ro l l i ng  
them. Ef fec t ive  dealing with such individuals  may be i n  terms e i t h e r  
of force,  of providing a c t i v i t i e s  which give them s t a t u s  i n  t h e  c o m m u -  
n i ty ,  o r  of appeal t o  what t hey  r e g a r d  a s  Japanesevalues.  Admins t r a -  
t o r s  may use t h e  f i r s t  two methods; t h e  l a s t  must be l e f t  t o  I s s e i  and 
o ther  peaceful  Kibei i n  the  context of an  organized community. 
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