. ,&., ﬂd Hanila on 24 July 1943 in the hold of Mate Mate Maru, 500 ad juﬁg g
o _‘m‘l labor by Japanese doctors. Our cruise ship had a 155 mm cannon
the bow with heavy rope, this represented our anti-aircraft fire protection in
iu was interruped by American air attack. Two doctors and a medical wafrant.
were assigned to keep the detail in good health. En route Manila to Japan our ship st
#td at Santa Cruz and took on Manganese ore, July 31st found us enjoying the beauties':""""”’:
of Taipeh Harbor in Formosa. Jerry Okonski one of the group became very ill during the
 Formosa visit. The gracious Formosan and Japanese guards could not see fit to move him
ashore for the necessary emergency surgery, so utilizing a hatch cover table and dental
novocain in the spine, removal of a ruptured appendix was carried out in bright sun

light. About 7 days later Jerry Okonski was able to walk off the ship carrying his own
possessions. However, the government would not compensate him for loss of the appendix.

We finally arrived in the Port of Moji 9 Aug. 1943 and after a brief delay termed a
"Quarantine'" we traveled by train to Omuta where the civilian population stoned us in
welcome as the first contingent of prisoners of war to enter Camp 17/, Fukuoka Military
District. Contrary to a recent publication our trip was a safe one, we lost no men and
thus buried no one at sea. As POW's we worked in the mine and foundry.escececceces

I have chosen to review with you factual material from a medical report on Camp 17
which was compiled by the Medical Staff: Capts Ian Duncan & Richard Parker, Australian
Army, Lts Harold Proff & Theodore Bronk,U.S<Army and Lt. Gerit Bras, Royal Dutch Army.

It is ironic that this report was accepted into the Australian Army Museum for its
historical value. Our meager records including the death list were not acceptable to a
U.S. Courts Martial since they were not typewritten. I was young and inexperienced with
the system in those years soO at this late date I apologize for not keeping a typewriter
with me. The medical report was completed Aug. 25, 1945 while the medical staff was
still together in a complete state of recall to review the period, utilizing our pri=-

vate records as concerned each nationality grouUpPesecscsscssces .
As the camp increased in population, doctors who joined us were assigned to work in

their field of interest, we were young and not fully trained, as an example Dr Bras
interested in laboratory work arrived in camp with a crude microscope constructed of

 pamboo tubing and field glass lens. Thus we gained an additional capability in diagno-

sis and it became possible to cross ma
Medical supplies for the camp was a joint
poration and the Army. Eventually hos

e tely large clinic b, gt
-mﬁ:}_ﬁary and ward building to one adequa g Sl
twlaf,ion ward of 9 beds, 3 medical wards of 30 beds each, 2 surgical wards, 1 3£__
b o 1 of 58 beds, to a total of 187 beds or mats. Thru the humaneness of Barﬂn m
9 ﬂartmauth graduate, we did have bed space for the sick and wounded. s

o of us who remained at Camp 17 following the exodus of the guard éetlii
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iiunu were a continuing medical problem and despite rmﬂﬂ
H command we were never able to obtain any dietary improvement. The ﬂ e
1-,;f:l¥fi¢irl congidered the basic problem to be total dietary d!ficitﬂtylﬂhilﬁ
ese considered it as btriberi, tha s0 called c!nsia;: patterﬁa of Vitulu B “fiﬁf
e 7; The first case

B 19 -', this patient literally wasted avway. H‘ithin 10 a‘!tw sfter the pa!ishtd rice was iﬁi
,, troduced into camp, edema was noted in increasing number of prisoners, as polished rice
T D!lﬂlnltld our only source of Vitanmin B and reduced the malor nulrientS.cecevescscee "

GASTRO INTESTINAL DISEASESs There was a consistently high disabiiity rate from disr-
t‘ ea, To clarify one pmm, Amebic dysentery was never » probles (n Canp 17, only 7

o M CABER were diqgnoued by microscoptic exam and J of these were under treatment gﬁ““'#
f\; 1945, Medically we used 4 classifications for gastro intestinal diseases:

AR 1) FOOD DIARRHEA-(HIROHITO'S CURSE): On at least } occasions 75% of the prisoners
wore struck by an epidemic, in the fall of 1943 following questionstlie fish soup thru
thl mess hl]l. whale blut:ftwr, Or the rare issue Of ciliaese aivars £ yodused sech 8 tm!“*
lry cpidmic. t!bUﬂll’y these outbhbursts tended 10 recede In G877 hours. Thes® o ?i!}‘.aiﬂ-!i
llwnyn demonstrated undigested food {n the stool, Purgation and total abstension from

food were effective in handing such epidemics,

2) ACUTE ENTER]T!S- ﬂENl” ﬁﬂﬂh1£i= These patients gave a history of 34 days of
diarrhea, with as many as 15 stools per day, They did ot respong 10 an aniiioe DUrges
tive available in small amounts from the Japanese Army. Bed reést was our R i ¥ SULLEIEe
ful mode of treatment,

3) ACUTE COLITIS: This condition was undoubtedly bacillary dysentery, ii was prevys
lent during the summers of 1944 and 19465, at which time 30 hospital DeGs wers CORSLanSs
]}' utilieed for its treatment, during both periods Japanese Cenlied ehe existence of the
disease outside ¢ @ Boundst: Yet prisoners smpioyed 1n ILHe wmine zr,;;=--;‘?‘ffcri J B e eE MLt
ors suffering with it, One Japanese civillian empioved 1n Tamp 17 died of I Zisedse 1o
the sarly summer of 1940, Sanitary public healtlh measures wilh-1n ThHe r; WETE LIRS
tuted, but ne public healith measures were taken in Lhe Japaness Ruare HOUIITS area and

«
-
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L
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none in the surrounding civilian areas,
E%}_ “) LHRONI( 1N1E“U(QL11153 Rﬁqu1fﬂﬁ Long hosp

itaiization and D& rest ang 4 LTk

diet of lugao with warm tea enemas. The could be & terzinal dilitase IR FRVEre BASBUETLw

£ tion cases.
RATORY DISEASES: PNEUMONIA: Our most dreaded killer, paneusonia continudusly Bl
‘ained t! ﬁ hlﬂhSl mortality rate of any ©f the infectious Clseanes, in the winter of - *
--1’*3-&#, among the men of the first detail, the morbidity rate was 85, The sane Broup,. -*
Q&ll‘inl their second Winter in Japan, showed a wmorbidity rate of 3. Both the Austraiism
| s m‘ Duteh details who arrived in camp for the second winter showed the higher mﬂidﬂ:
”ﬂ;.lity rates. It should be noted that the second Australian detail which uﬂ*
19#5. showed the highest morbidity and mortality of any group ina this camp. ThEy
tm the tropics during the wintertime. In considering the Foeamonl il 1
gmot ignot‘o certain living conditions which comtributed teo th Ve
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u mm be dmuutﬂi x-uy m 1ables
ia were 48, of these, 10 were in a state tf ’F i
cted ﬁhll’ﬂittltl. The highest incidence of the dtil¢li ' lffagwﬂ%**'
< , and spring of 1945, During these periods 50 to 60 m 2
; “jw.jti'l9i51 there were 14 deaths from pneumonia. This was the htihttt e
's The average period of hospitalization was 20 days, followed by 3‘0
in gquarters. e

Mt Americans with even minimal tuberculosis died early in Philippine ll-
ﬂcwaﬂm;,_.f!nhlnnnry tuberculosis first appeared in the first detail of this camp in
--iff ", 44, after 7 months of mine work. It was impossible for this prisoner to have had

. within the camp bounds with a case of active tuberculosis. One of the Japanese
oW h Aassigned to his group apparently was troubled with a chronic productive cough.
’I m stated that he was troubled with consumption. This case was diagnosed by
i;;}s>w>~ e and later confirmed by x-ray. There have been in the camp a total of 11 pro-

wen cases and & suspects. Of the 11 cases, 8 were from the American group and 3 of the

8 lived in the same room during the first winter in Japan. Treatment of these patients
Jﬂﬁirlinated to hospital bed rest. Six of the 11 proven cases died prior to Aug. 23,1945,

FURUOKA FEVER: Dengue type fevers are endemic in all far eastern countries. Navy person-
‘el will remember Cauite Fever of the Philippines. For want of a better name a local
endemic fever encountered in this camp was termed "Fukuoka Fever'". Very little satis-
faction was ever obtained from the Japanese concerning this condition although the di-
sease ranged from 60% to 70% of the entire camp. It may be described as an atypical
aching, profound malaise, loss of appetite, and profound weakness. There is no rash and
the length of the digease varied from © to 15 days. The prevalence of the disease coin-
cided with the mosguito season. The temperature showed a tendency to run high the first
2 to 3 days of the illness returning to a low level for a period of 5 days, to rise
again for 2 to 3 days prior to cessation., The severity of the symptoms varied with the
temperature, the response to salicylates and codine was only fair. The disease confer-
red mo immunity and 1 recurrence was likely during the season. It was impossible to keep
these patients from duty status except when temperature was demonstrable, Subjective
symptoms had to be ignored. This condition was developing a high morbidity rate during

Wat 1945,

2 1A (BLACK WATER FEVER): Of the population in this camp, 88% had suffered from ma-
Nllria in the tropics. Increased numbers of malaria cases were noted within 2 to 3 mon-
‘ths following the arrival of the respective details from the tropics. It was noted
‘that the Estivo-autumnal type died out after about 3 months in this climate, The ter-
:ﬁgﬁ;etype was persistent but was rare after 2 years. Many patients received their first
ﬂi”JL‘te course of malarial theraphy in this camp. No treatment was institued without
"t;iw blood findings. Quinine-Atebrin routine was used in this manner;’ days of 30
followed by 7 days of 20 grains with 3 tablets of Atebrin per day.
form of malaria in which the urine is black with blood is termed '"Black
‘Mater Fever™. Three patients developed Black Water Fever within 3 months afer their ar-
'”Tﬁ*7f“”ffjtbc tropics. During the period they were hospitalized with Black Water Fever,
parasite were demonstrable in the blood. The treatment consisted of rest and support e
travenous fluids & transfusions. Recovery was complete in each instance. Dr. Bras = =
M araat knowledge of malaria & took personal care of the Black Water ,f_;;gﬁhff£53 “'

- Lo time the morbidity rate for malaria was high, the enly fﬂill
e o e one patiant with cerebral malaria. e

N Rl St ) 5 e L S T s AT e S y
. X ..-_. ' ;-_. I‘I_ I ._1_, ‘_I:.T‘-.-:n.i ;‘--‘ : I - - ’rl‘ : s " =" n ;
: L i R, = g '..:.L_F: h.. _l_-‘-' ,: 5 L s z -\'lr'.' 3 3 g -
i T = . 1 = y R 1 :
“ . g - & it .-' :I- ) . b i i P . .
P & E & T & B e "y L & ' L i #
! ¥ g ] 3 l.l‘I l-:.., Ul " o » : '
' = g L e e S - i A R e i A
L Ve L _.r;' vy :'p ¢ I_-J-'|ﬂ £ (= % '.‘l . 'E-” ol ‘:' I|I|II'lrll:'l ol # # . ] i
. - s Aas 7 . : .
= " . [ B o ] - ' ' i g

- .' ) ";" '.'"' -y ¥ & """ J ¥ e oy - ¥ e . ;
i h i j' E i .fl. "I. ._-:_-:..J - - .r'r_a.- ety '--II'" '.‘._I'_I - 4 ::_I.. _;.'_"_ - - ._'.I : J
'L } i.h .r' t'?."’;'_# # i‘ }!I_'f"? I % g m SR _:'1..._ [ ,‘:..;‘i: ; b - L ':'l".' - -~ e e S R
"'1"-.. L3 e TeN T SR, .
"l _._.'n oy " J'"-.I-T |l - A 3
AL



. g "o AT
i -- :;-_. ! .:.. ,*- '-.-,-' . o .1-;

F
T B P

L, L S

=g
; & -t
= e r T e AL SO e S
oSl e S T - - ¥
maeyY OF DT L
" - A . N s - - - v l_: -
=" ' = =
$ £ = & \ ' e r‘"hf: R s ;

3 e Ty 3 | L
= = e ut % S By — s 5 e
L= AT e gt ot - e — e e
. e N
ey o i “ " w8 N . i
i i T ] - =, P e ‘A E ¥
: g E - . [ By X = i v . . gy W ! . . A e L Gt
= - T g T . | " L i T S X 4 . H 1 - y = e W (T R T
' - 3 ot WA ) o o a B & ' £ ik E i) ak W - . g L e e o > ' r el L i 1 - . | L o,
- L A R TSR s i e R Ry ' o S o e L o g s 5y BE MR T, o e TR e
' ] ‘ R I B e T Lo L A RS L FemCl Bl e BT o ol el - i T ot R T L o Ay =l - B gt Nl Ty A e G
Lt e L= o R T = 5 e ey I e D SN = = Y P il . = L Lk ’ . e i i o = - ; o = |
A - L S T 3 '- , - -, - & L . n = ;" ‘ o L i R
e "y -." I..' ; - . 3 = k. l"‘.--q_ +1.-..r T .:..-'-...' = :I..' 3 | !1 a2 N ..11- v I. K = I':"I' . .. = " - e I.n - |.: -~ 1 -|_' = Y #u L
o r g R - Ukl . ’ s ok G r -. :
S 2 " . T ':. - 3 ' ! Y 5 = - ol ! E % 5 .
" - i T - T ' 5 " . & B s ¥ : - - :
=, > e i S e : L 1, kT W - 2 - o
: ] ¥ b
n " " - 1
i i q.,'__‘r.'1n E

were subje

g

& ESHEE L 3 ot L
o ¢ . 3 .I‘-_ ...__l . _.1.;' -
e e e e el E S
e L A A T S R i S
- el = '. Il g L
o - - T e
- -yl -
T - 1 -
T ] - 4
e - . R Som ik L
- i . 4l 9 5
- - - b - “
. P 1 .._, F P ¥ [
L - i B i
[ ¥ - o . =
b "

.

.
L]
5

B¢ Gily svailable anesthesia consisted of several vials of demt&s SOUCCE T,
. | ‘I:;urﬂzﬁf';: £ RN = | | ; 1 e 1 Y '1Eif fi:: -”.;.Jg -;_?- ,f Eﬁihfrf;ﬁ-*iﬁi?uﬁ’ AE‘J;:‘”;.'IH

- L] W) -
. 5, Tl .
s . E 5 ' i |
4 . " ! ] "--\._- T ¥ - - rlr |_... .I.rl' L - -
5 ., L e ' " = .y . [ - & | - -
¥ . = 8 ' ' L™ ¥ >
T ; ; i - . i .. :' : 1:::':- I’_‘_- I'.-Iﬂﬁul' __l-n- +r I:-t':_‘_':'.'- % " 1 .1‘
: i A ST e R e ot oo
Sy T B Sk L BT Pty T e i

o e o
e
e I
S
= LTt *
K4 i’ ..‘I
7 ; .. L% l_'..t :
e o Tl St
o it - -\..- = =

e R L e
L e e
I

g Wt S te s
oy q o g _I":.I‘
S Y*"T I """
2S5 0E BE O
J VUL
s

P e i A e el . i
T P o P
& = B - - " =
: T |
E B i B

" L e o, i =
‘.'Il."‘"-_! i 13 '.fr-._‘l ".: ####

- ! - *
. "-=i"-'-i'-?i-i_-

~ 1Two oI
.l_| = v :-. -...;._r" ;'-n %- :._‘
el I ErS ;=3§‘-:-' R "y

; ey T PR :
R T, SR TR T e P g
i o 2 s o T.l"f-' J"_:l"ﬁ.'rt‘:: Aﬂ?-

“I - l‘-\" |I 3 ) &

' H w

ﬁEﬁéfﬁh&-Spiﬁe gave about 45 minutes of anesthesia,

=
e

_ e o :i
= sarteq | s
P e e | " Faa d LA s SR R e
RRh A iT T g T i S« & ; . : _ ; = : - C o ERR R R T b e e
L e i - h entually came to Camp 17, were able to make surgi-
e T R ?fﬁhftﬁtpédo technicians, wnho even y R R L S S
S S R h W : ] - PR 7

ot : : e N R
~ cal knives out of old British table 511verware.;.t...-7 .the'mine some physical pumishe
B : isoner suffered an injury in the 1 ' - arRens
BRI is a eneral ru 1 €1 f a pl‘.’ . Thi S '-uﬂ'iﬁ URGite .
B ment wasgadministered underground before he was brought to the zgrfazea brokei el
| “ 5 h aﬁ'dl ed by the civilian Japanese OVE rmen. Lf the ﬁat 1 ?nt | 1_512 Sp:z Z : o ght get | tg o
L e e i : oht be carried out at the mine€ ’ ' e e
the mine, X-ray examination mig | = : _
v .fﬁee N Wi we 4 £b 3 weeka Latew, A0 % i fraCturesz1thigsez izze not available.
g j otton gloves, since rubdber g bt
S Japanese surgeons operated in c 1 black as a result
ek : : team stayed ack a _
5 | _ ingernails of the surgica
f We Operated bare handed N the £ : : hand hefore SUrgery.
a3 . o 4 ' ring Oour nanas
5 : : ry and 7% iodine 1n prepa , % S
of our using bichloride of mercu _ , .. : ] patients
Despite ourgprimitive equipment and environment OUT infection rate in surgical P
o
never exceeded 3%. : | :» the mine
During our first 2 months in Japan several prisoners uEderwent s?iiezzr;nweak o
' ’ la Or wl | | |
: i done either without anesthesia
hospital, these operations Wwere _ .
anezthesia and the patients were returned to us in EmEh Severe'Shzcthorou h explora-
Hand injuries which were repaired at the mine dispensary requilre fillid itk kit
tion as soon as the patient returned to camp, usually such wounds wire of these misman-
dust and severed tendons had to be repaired. Eventually after a number

injured
aged wounds were demonstrated to the Camp Japanese Army doctor, he ordered that injur

' | | the camp hospital. .
iconers be returned immediately to | . | . L
14 ;harpened bicycle spokes were used as traction wires in the treatment of hip a g

- ' res
fractures. Plaster of Paris was never available. We observed that 51mp1§ EEZC;; =
healed in approximately 2 months 1in the first year, by_the secong yeaz zz oui ks
type fractures required &4 to 5 months healing time, this we attribute

nutritional state.

PSYCHOLOGIC & SOCIAL PROBLEMS: 1 am
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of psychologic and social problems in our current
fact, that somé of the patterns they encounter

n indivi i1able when t
in individuals who had no help avail | _
during long confinement. The philosophy of the prisoner of war is a §tran§§tonﬁe g
vidually developed to make survival possible in the most hostile environment.
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In camp the prisoners life was subject

o
g

: to the individual whims of the guard on duty,

i
the prisoner could be aroused from rest to undergo punishment or humiliation, which

ever met the sadistic needs of the guard.
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MORTALITY: Our mortality is recorded, and 1 mignt ~omment that it ie lower than D
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