109 East Banncck Street,
Beise, Idaho,
12 April 1948

Captain Willard A. Bmith, CMP,

Chief, Liason & Research Branch

American Prisoner of War Information Bureau
Proveost Marchal General's Office,
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Captain Smith:

I am in receipt of your letter of 1 April 1946, which
finaly reached me through half a dozen emergency addresses.
Since returning to the United States I have been following the
well publicized polify of "See America First"™. So far I have
been from California to Florida and Idaho to Michigan and all
pointe in between. We mnever realize what a wonderful country
we have untll deprived of its privileges.

Rather that use the check list which you sent me I
have written a rather detalled report on Fukuoka Camp #17.
Since my return I have been engaged in writing a history of
the camp but se far progress has been rather slow as most of
the men who were in the camp are traveling throughout the
Unlited Btates and it will take some time before answers have
been received from them all and the complete history written.

If you find anything missing in the report of desire
further- information regarding this camp I shall be glad to
supply with such data as I have. Unfortunately the Japanese
relieved me of my diary and I have to resort to memory for
most of the informatlon and some dates are rather hazye.

I will be at the above address untll the 20 April,
then I am to report for station teo March Fleld, Riversilde,
California,. Organizational assignment 1s not knowne

. Trusting that the laformation which I have supplied
wlll prove of benefit and satlsfactory for your purposes, I
remain,

Very truly yours,
/" JOHN R. MAMEROW,

Lieut. Coley; AeGeDey
0-276134




COPY OF INCOMING CABLEGRAM:
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

DELEGATION IN THE UNITED STATES Ref. C/x/2
: Cived 944
degram received from ’Intamwmug@ Wrm w-ﬂﬂlﬁ 14, 1944
Geneva, Switzerland
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JLEKS OF FOREMOST IMEORTANCE
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REPORT ON FUKUCKA CAMP #17 5
CMUTA, EYUSHU, JAPAN

In July 1943 a group of 500 Americans consisting of:

4 Army Officers
1 Nawvy Officer
2 Arny Medical Officers
1 Army Medical Warrant Officer ;
300 Army Enlisted Men i
150 Navy Enlisted Men ]
See 42 Marine Enlisted Men
were selected at Cabanatuan Prisoner of War Camp #1, Philippine Islands,
located near the barrio of Cabu, Neuva Eeija, Luzon, Philippine Islands,
a8 a working detail for transportation to Japan.

Ihe detall left Cabanatuen Camp 21 July 1943, commenting about
midnight and were transported by truck to Cabanatuan where it was
placed in box cars for movement to Manila., The detail was loaded in
7 box cars aporoximately 65 men to the car. There was not too much |
crowding as these same type cars had held from 100 to 150 men on ;
previous movements of Prisoners of Ware

Prior to departure from Cabanatuan each member of the detail
was issued, 1 suit of blue denims, 1 palr Japanese Army socks, 1xsmikx
andershirt, 1 pair drawers, 1 pr U.S. Army GI shoes, 1 Philippine Army
helmet made of cocanut fiber, 1 towel, 1 G-string, soap,z toilet paper,
shoe polish, tooth brush and tooth powder.

The detall arrived at Manila about noon and were immediately
taken by truck to Pier #7, Manila and loaded on an 8000 ton freighter.
The ship was not marked as carrying priusoners of war. The detall was
placed 1n the upper forward 2nd hold. Accomodations were very crowded,
The hold was divided into double bays, upper and lower, about 15 feet
square and 20 men placed in each bay. Officers were given 1 bay for
the group. The bays were of wood comstruction, clean, and thin straw
mats placed on the bay floors for sleeping. No blankets were provided,
these having been taken from the prisoners at Cabanatuan Prison Campe.

Japanese guards consisted of 1 officer, 1 non-commissioned
officer, 4 privates of the Japanese Army and 20 Formosan Guards. The
Japanese Army persomnel did not molest the detail at any time during
the voyage. There were many instances of beatings and slappings by
the Formosan Guards, particularly wher there were no Japanese Army
perscnnel around.

The food served during the day was plentiful, the average daily
ration being, 700 pounds of rice, 300 pounds of vegetables of various
kinds particularly squash, 150 pounds of meat or fish. From Manile
to Formosa cured 6hinese Hams were suprlies and from Formosa to Japan
Shark Meat, 10 gallons of cooking oil and 200 pounds of salt(to cover
the entire trip%. The food was issued daily to the Prisoner Commander
and prepared by prisoner cooks. Cooking facllitles were ample. Two
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FUKUOKA CAMP #17 (page 2)

large steel steam kettles were provided for cooking of the rice and
soup and 1 large wooden steam tub for the prevaration of tea.

Bolled water or tea was provided on the basis of three canteens full
per day per person for use between meals and two canteen cups full
of tea were served at each meal. Meals were served at 0630 - 1200 -

The ship left Manila about 1500, 22 July for San Jose on the
Lingayen Gulf and arribed at San Jose on 23 July. From 23 - 26 July
the ship was loaded with Chrome Ore, every precaution was taken for
the safety of the prisoners. Prisoners were shifted into two holds
to prevent injury against falling ore, ore buckets, chalns or slings.

On the 26 July the ship saliled for Takao, Formosa arriving on
30 July. No unusual ocecurrences were noted during the voyage. Hatch
covers were left off during this poption of the voyage but smoking
was prohibited during hours of darknesse.

While 1n Takao the Japanese Interpreter went into the city and
provured for sale to the prisoners, tobacco, pineapples, bananas, and
candy. These items were dellivered to the Prisoner Commander for sale
and were sold at cost price charged by the Japanese, Every prilsoner
was glven hls pro-rata share of the items purchased, Those having no
money to pay for the items were glven their share and the entlre zmakcost
dlvided among those who had money.

On the morning of 31 July one of the prisoners was taken seriously
111 with acute appendicltis. Authority was received from the Japanese
to perform an operation. The operation was performed on the deck
using a hatch cover -as operating table and a mosquito bar for protect-
ion against insects. The operation was performed by Captain (now Major)
Thomas H. Hewlett, M.C., assisted by lst Lieut. (now Captain) Harold
Proff, M.C.. The operation was successful and the patlient given
special space in the hold where he was provided with medical services
and supplies, medicines were fairly plentiful. Prior to departure '
from Cabanatuan the senior medical officer was given a supply of
anesthetics, sulfa-drugs, gauze and surgical instruments.

The ship was at Takao from 30 July to 2 August loading a cargo
of teak wood, canned pineaple and brooms. On 2 August the ship left
for Moji, Kyushu, Japan arriving on 9 August. No incidents of impor-
tance ocecuring during this portion of the voyage. The operative
patient continued to improve and was walking when the ship arrived
at Moji,

On the morning of 10 August the detall disembarzed and were
turned over to a detail of Japanese Army personnel from the 49th
Regiment, The detall was loaded in chalr coaches and taken by train
from Moji to Omuta arriving about 1900 - 10 August 1943, Upon
arrival at the camp the praésoners were given supper (three 100 gram
buns and a bowl of hot meat soup) a hot water bath and taken to their
quarterss,

Fukucka Camp #17 was located in the north-western part of the
-
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ity of Omute, Kyushu, Japan on the shoe of the bay. We were informed

hat FNagasakl was directly west of the camp across the bay. There was
coke reducing plant about a quarter of a mile south of the camp and
coal mine about 3/4 mile beyond the coak plant,

UKUOKA CAMP #L¥ (page 3)

The camp was practically new, there were some signs of previous
ccupancy by British prisoners but was empty upon our arrival.

There were 500 Americans in this group, including 9 officers,

Major John R. Mamerow, A.%.D. Commander -
Captain Achille C. Tisdelle, Cav., Adjutant -
Captain Thomas H, Hewlett, M.C. BSurgeon
Lieut. Edward N, Little, U.S. Navy R
let Lieut. Harold Proff, M.C.

2nd Liseut. Charles P. Christle, A.Ce v
2nd Lieut. Owen W, Romaime, A.C. v
2nd Lieut. John H, Allen, Inf. (Tanks) o,
2nd Lieut. Robert M. Perkins, Inf. v

%

5

The Japanese Army Commanders during my stay in this camp from
0O August 1943 to 25 April 1945 were:

Lieut. X, Urie - August 1943 -~ July 1944, ¥
Lieut. S. Fukihara - July 1944 - April 1945 v

oth of these officers have been tried by courts-martial and sentenced
.0 hang for attrocities commltted against Prlsoners of War.

A total of appraéximately 1920 Prisoners of War (American—ﬂubch-
iritish and Australian) had been in the camp during my period of .
ierviee. 0On 25 April 1945, the day of my transfer the camp strength -
as approximately 1620 as follows:

AMERICAWS - 806,

Army - 468
Navy - 247
Marine Corps - 82
Civilians - g
0
BRITIBH - 277
AUSTRALIAN - 279

DUTCH - 258
TOTAL - 1620

There were 97 deaths of all nationalities, and 203 transfers v
) all nationalitiese.

v

The original camp was approximately 300 yards square contain-
-ng 11 builldings for uccupancy of the prisoners, mess hall, bakery,
lath house, and hospltal. The camp was enclosed by a wooden fence
} feet high with a three strand electrically charged wire placed five
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UKUOKA CAMP #17 (page 4)

‘'set from the ground. The builldings were of frame construction, 4
omposition roods wlth dirt runways, or halls. FEach bulilding con- «
ained 10 roomsg (5 pooms 10' x 10' and 5 rooms 15' x 10') and held -

0 men. 4 men were assigned to the small rooms and 6 men to the v

arge room, There was no crowding and everyone had plenty of sleep- v
ng space. Closet and shelf space was provided 1in sach room for o
sborage of personal effects. The floors of the room were covered v

rith Japanese Tataml Mats (approximately 3' x 6' x 3") these mats v
rere soft and provided execelleni ®mx sleeping accomodations. I migh
iay that these were the best quarters I ever had while a prisoner of v
rars Latrines were located in each end of the bulldings, consisting

¥ a urinal and 3 seat type stools, Feces and urine were removed

Yy Japanese civilian workmen twice weekly. Each bullding was elect-
lecally lighted, the lights kept buraning in each room during hours "

I darkness eXcept 1n case of alr ralds,. v
Air raid shelters were dug, each shelter accomodated about

00 persons and was very crowded. Separate shelters were provided y

'pr hospltal personnel and patients. At the time I left the came o

ere were 12 air raid shelters in the camp. Alr rid shelters were
pproximately 100' x 15' x 6', covered wlth 4' of dirt. They could
0 considered splinter proff but neithr bomb nor shell proof.

Shortly after arrival all bulldings were remodeled, each room
vofed inside (room roofing removed .in Marech 1945) walls plastered -
md 1 latrine (urinal and 5 seat type stools) placed in one end of
Jhe building, hallways cemented and the buildings made sultable for
rinter occupaney.

Washing facllities were ample. There was a wash rack betweenu/,-
swwery two barracks divided into 16 compartments, 8 compartments with
rater faucets on each side. Water was available from 0500 - 0900
mnd 1600 to 2000 eaech day.

Bathing facilities were excellent. A large rectangular bath
vank (15' x 5') with 4 coal fired hot water heaters was provided,

jach man was permltted to bathe daily. Later, upon expansion of the Vv
zamp a new bath house was bullt containing 4 semi-circular bathing
;anks (30' x 8' x 4') water beilng steam heated. In additlon the
Iitsul Cadl Mining Company and the Zinc Plant provided bathing
'acllitles for mine and zine workers,

Messing facilities were good, A mess hall with a capaclity
¥ 250 was Tirst provided and proved adequate for the size of the
zamp. Later another bullding was provided when the camp exranded
;0 1000 men. The later part of December 1944, a new mess hall was
milt with a eapacity of 1600 men.

When we first arrived in camp and until Bctober 194%, equal
*atlon was provided feor all prisoners. This ration provided for
sach prisoner:
600 grams rice
300 grams vegetables
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FUKUOKA CAMP #17 (page 5)

44 grems meat or Tish (twice a week)
Bread was furnlshed from time to time and when supplled 3 - 100 gram
buns were substituted for 1 meal of rice. Meat supplied ranged
from beef and pork to dog and cal, some horsemeat, shark, octupus,
whaele, clams, mussels, and almost everythlng which could be caassifisd
as meat or fish,

In October 1943, a new ration was announced asfodlows:

For Coal extraction workers 750 grams rice
For Coal ‘Prepapation workers 650 grams rice
For Camp Workers & sick - 550 grams rice
For Qfflcers - 350 grams rice

the‘vegetable and meat ration remained unchanged throughout our stay
in the camp.

In July 1944 the daily rice ration was set at:

Cubside Workers - T00 grams
Inside workers and slek - 550 grams
Officers - 350 grans

The variety and supply of vegetable varled according to the
season of the year and availability. At time the supply was fairly
large and ineluded squash, onions, potatoes (white and sweet) cabbage,
tomatoes, cucumbers, etc. At other times we recelved Dikong (a large .
white radish like vegetable) bamboo shoots, a plant called elephant
ears and roots of various kinds. When the latter type vegetavles were
issued soup was nelther good nok nourishing.

The food, what there was of 1t, was of generally good quality.
Unpolished rice was supplied at all times., Polished rice was provided
4 times for hospital patients. A small amount of soya bean paste ,
soya bean curd and soya sauce were provided whish helped to make the
food palatable. Oils, fats and salt and sugar were scarce and very
little was provided at any one time. .

Meals were served cafeteria style in a general mess. This
system was found the best method of ffod distribution. In some other
canps food was issued in separate containers to each bullding and
required many handlings before consumption. This method was tried
and discarded as taking too long. Under the cafeterla gystem it was '
found pessible to feed the 500 men origlnally in camp in one half
hour as against an hour and a half under the barracks dlstributlon
gsystem, the time for feeding being correspondlngly Iincreased upon
the ex_.anslon of the campe.

L]

Food was cooked in ceel fired steel pots in the old mess hall
and when the new mess hall was opened, rice was cooked in wecoden stean
pots and soup cooked in coal flred steel pots. Modern baking faell-,
ities were furnished including eleetric ovens, Baking of bread was
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FUKUOKA CAMP #17 (page 6)

approximately every other day. Bread was issued to outside workers
only after November 1943, On some Rest Days bread was issued for the
evening meal to all members of the camp.

Under the food system furnished by the Japanese and the amount
of work required of the men, the loss of welght was great. In my own
case, when I left the Philippine Islands my welght was approximately
75 kilos (165 pounds) and when I left the camp in April 1945 my weight
was approximately 60 kilos (132 pounds), upon release from a prisoner
of war status my welght was approximately 54 kiles (118 poundsg) my
normal welght belng about 175 pounds.

Medical facilities furnished were generally good. In the
begimning one building was provided and used for Camp Dispensary,
oprrating room and hospital. There was originally space for about
10 bed patients. Later thls provéd inadequate and a2 second building
was opened., When I was transferred from the camp there were 4 general
hospital bulldings with space for 125 patients, 1 isolation hospital
for 10 patients and 1 building for the dispensary, sick callrooms,
operating room and dental office.

Medical supplies were fairly adequate. At times there was a
scarcity of cerbtain urgently needed medlcines and drugs. On the whole
there was no great scarcity of medicine. On one occasion the Japanese
purchased some 5000 yen of various types of medicine, presented them -~/
to the Prisoner Commander and three days later called me over and saild
that the Prisomer Officers must pay for the supplies from our postal
savings account. MaJor Schott, DeC., and myself absorbed the coast
from our own savings acccunte

Due to the scarcity of surgical gauze 1t was necessary to save
and wash bandages and dressings for use over and over again. A well
equipped operating room was supplied Dby the Miteul Mining Companye
Operative eguipment on the whole was of second rate material and did
not stand up well under constant use. American Red Cross surgical
supplies and instruments were received but held by the Japanese and
according to information received this equipment was issued to the
Prisoner Doctors a few days after V-J Daye

Madicines were issued by the Japanese Medlcal aubhoritles upon
request of the Prisoner Doctors. However, in most cases, 1t was
necessary to wait several days before such supplies were lssued after
requisitions were made. The Prisoner Doctors constantly had to keep
after the Japanese for 1ssue of needed medical supplies. Medlcal
supplies furnished through the International Red Cross were also kept
under Japanese supervision and a great deal of trouble was encountered
in trylng to get these supplles from the Japanese.

Medical and surgical treatment of alll prisoners was carried
on by Prisoner Docters and was supervised by the Japanese Medlcal
staff whiech normally consisted of 1 doctor and 5 or 6 Corpsmen. At
the time of my transfer there were 5 Prisaer Medical Officers ( 3
- American, 1 Australian, 1 Dutch) 1 Dental Qfficer and approximately
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TUKUOKA CAMP #17 (page T)
26 Corpsmen of all naticnalitied present in the camp.

Many letters of protest regarding the issue of medical supplies
ind the attitude of the Japanese rmxgmwding in the treatment and care
5>f the sick but 1little or no attentlion was pald to these letters. At
sne time Captain (now Major) Thomas H, Hewlette M.C., the Senicre
fedical Officer was placed in conflnement for one week for writing
such a letter of protest.

v

An excellent Dental Office was furnished by the Minlng Company
with all modernm equipment. The Dental Officer, Major (Now Lieutenant
Solonel) Robert W. Schott, D.C., was permltted to order such dental
equipment as he needed to establish his office and to the best of my J
knowledge and belief he was furnished all equipment requested. The
facilities of the Dental Orfice was such that all types of dental and
oral trestment could be provided with the exception of prosthetic
appliances. In the majority of camps from whom I have recelved reports
dental greatment was limted to extractlons only.

When the camp was first organized in August 1943, I was permlitted
1 officer as supply officer and 1 officer as mess olficer, all other
line officers were reguired to supervise the work of the men in the
Coal Mine. The Medical Officers and Medieal Department personnel were
glven work in the Prisoner Hospltal. In Septem ber, 1943, the Japanese
Camp Commander under quite a bit of pressure was parsuaded to asslign
all officers to administrative and command functions within the camp
area. This permitted the assignment of officers asfollows:

- Prisoner Commander

- Assistant Prisoner Commander

- Mess Officer

- Supply Cfficer

Police Cfficer

Camp Details Officer

® Provost Marshal and Camp Imspector
- Medical Officers.

PO B
1

In additlon the junior officers was asslgned as Company Commanders on
the basis of 1 officer for each 150 men.

With the exception of those who were physiecally unfit and the
Medical Department all enlisted men were required to work in the Coal
iline. Three shifts were organized initially on an eight hour basls,

% days a week. Later thé work hours were lincreased %o 9-10 and 12

hour shifts and the Rest Days limited to 3 each month. Work shifte
departed from the camp at 0500-1230-1630 and Eizgrned approximately

12 nours later. Initially the ceal miningxmBs: were organized

intec three 50 men sections, 1 Extraction Section, 1 Preparation Section
and 1 Exploration Section, Later the exploratlon sectlons were changed
%0 a preparation and extracting sectlons.

Upon the expansion of the camp three other work groups came into
- 7.. “
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UKUCKA CAMP #17 (page 8)

xistence., 1 group of 150 men (British) were assigned to a Zine
lant; 1 group of 50 men (Dutch) was assigned to Dock Work, load-
ng and unleading ships. A third group of approximately 75 men who
ere unable to work underground at the mine were assigned a top-side
orking group. This group worked in cleaning up the mine squipment
nd machine shop work. Those considered unfit for work at the mine,
ine plant or dock were given work in keeping the camp area cleaned
p. The early part of April 1945 a Farm group of 90 men was organ-—
zed and work started on a camp farm.

Working conditions in the Coal Mine were not good., Clothing
ssued was not adequate and there was a great shortage of shoes. The
en were required to work in water socaked tunnels and in many cases
n running water. There were many tunnel cave-ins. The injury rate
'as8 falrly high and in some instances injurlies appeared to be of the
elf-inflicted injury type. Fortunately the death rate from mine
njuries was very low. There were only 6 deaths directly attributabie
o mine injury; 4 men were killed outright and 2 others died as a j
esult of injurles sustained. There were four mine injuries which
i1l result in permenent disablility. Six men Izxkxkhmxmemxxf had leg
mputations, All other mine injuries were cleared up through prompt
urgical egre, many of these cases will result in a semi-permanent
is@bility or temporary dilsabilities throughtout their lives.

I cannot praise to highly the excellent -work of Captain (now
ajor) Thomes H. Hewlett, M.C., the senior Medleal Officer and Surgeon '
f the Camp. MNajor Hewlett worked tirelessly in providing surglecal |
reatment for the men injured in the mines and through hlis efforts
lany men are alive and in good physical conditlon due to his care.
mite a bit of diffieculty was had at flrst because Major Hewlett had
o indentifying papers to prove hils worth as a Surgeon to the satis-
‘action of the Japanese, but after performing two surgical operations
n the presence of the Japanese Doctor, Major Hewlett was glven free
'ein in providing surgical service. He performed almost every kind .
¥ surgical operatlon in the books with success in each case., Two
lenn who received severe back injuries in the mine and whom the Japan-
yse Mine Surgeon stated would never walk agaln, were restored the use
¥ theilr limbs through the ingenlousness of Major Hewlett. Most of
‘he surgical appliances used were designed and made in the camp by
lajor Hewlett or under hls direct supervision from scrap materials.

Working conditions of the Dock and top-slide mine workers were
rery bad, particularly during the winter perlod (November-April) due
;0 lack of proper protective clothing. Many of the Dock Workers con-
;racted pneumonis and several died, All Dock workers were of Dutch
wationality, the majorlty belng of Dutch-Javanesé extraction. These
1en were used to a mild climate and the colder climate of Kyushu made
shem suseceptible to pneumonia and gquick death.

Working conditions in the Zinc plant were better than either
she coal mine or dicks. These men were working inslide at all times
ln 2 warm place and were suitably clothed for the type of work per-
formed. Binc workers were British and brought gulte a lot of clothing
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FUKUOEA CAMP #17 (page 9)
with them when they arrived in camp from Singapore.

There were nc restrictions on the receipt of mail., Mail was
held for a short time at Japanese Headquarters walting for camp
censorship. By keeping after the Interpreter and Camp Authorities,
when we knew mall was in amp, we were able to get our mall falrly
promptly afterréceipt. Prisoners were permitted to send one card of
approximately 35 words each three months. In addition to this about
25 radio propaganda messages were permitited each month. On two
ocecasions 150 men were permitted to send an unlimited propaganda radio
message for transmission over Radio Toyko. One of these messages was
broadcasted and recelved as it was a message whlich I sent to my wife,
However, out of some 15 radic propaganda messages which I prepared
cnly two were broadcasted and received, Restrictlions on the sending
of cards and propaganda messages included; no mention could be made
&f the camp or its location; no mention of working conditions; treat-
ment; physical condition other than good; illnesses or diseases;
conduct of the war; financial affalrs; needs for food and clothlnge.
Generally the messages were required to be in the form of questions
to insure and answer from the receiver, Personal boxes were received
in March, 1944, the only boxes which were sent to us from home.

Prisoner officers were credited with the pay of the correspond-
ing grade in the Japanese Army. A deduction of 30 yen was made to
cover the coast of subsistence. Initially offlcers were pald 20 yen
per month, the remainder placed in Postal Savings Account. Later,
through the efforts of the Prisoner Commander and other FPrisoner
Officers this was raised to 40 yen per month. Pay schedules were as
follows:

Major 170,00 Yen
Captain 122.50 %
lst Lieut. 85.00 R

2nd Lieut.and .
W.0. Med. Dept. 70.83 "

Warrant Officers (other than Medical Department) received 25
sen for each d@ay worked. (Warrant Officer, Medical Department, was
paid the same as that for officers). '

Non-Commissioned Cfficers {other than Medical Department) were
pald 15 sen for each day worked. Non-commissioned officers, Medlecal
Department were paid 10 yen per monthe.

Privates (Except Medical Department) were pald 10 sen for each
day worked. Private lst class Medical Department were paid 7 yen per
monthy Privates 4 yen.

In addition to the above pay schedules, the mine and zinc
comprnies pald a dally bonus based upon production. This bonus renged
from 3 sen to 50 sen per day. Average bonus being about 15 sen.

No prisoner was glven a complete Red Cross fooff parcel while
-9 -
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I was a member of the camp. The boxes were broken and certain items
removed for issue through the mess, to the sick in the hospltal and
in many cases used as prizes for cooperation with the Japanese and
for working prizes in the coal mine, zine and doeck works. Quite a
bit wnet into the hands of the Japanese Military for their own use.

In 1943 approximately 750 boxes were received and after break-
ing them up and taking out the Japanese Military Cut, the prisoners
were issued the equivalent of 1/2 box.per man.

During 1944-45 approximately 6000 boxes were received in two
separate shipments. Up to the time I left in April, 1945, the equiv-
alent of 2 boxes per man had been issued. Each box was stripped of
all meat products, butter and milk which was later issued through the
mess or to the sick in the hospital. Fach rest days (about every 10
days) approximately 200 cans of meet and butter and 100 cans of milk
were lssued to the mess &ificer, The meat was usually placed in the
soup and the butter and milk cooked with the rice. The stripped boxes
were then lssued on the basis of 1 box for each 4 men or officer.

I made numerous protests to the Japanese Camp Commander against this
method of distribution of the Red Cross food parecels which promptly
brought me a face slapping and the remark that the Red Cross items
would be lssued as the Japanese Camp Commander decided.

In one lstance the Japanese Camp Commander was highly incensed
because the Prisoners of War did not share any portion of their Red
Cross boxes with the Japanese Soldiers to show a spirit of fraternity,
and appreciation for what the Japanese were doing for the Prisoners,

Early in 1944 some Red Cross clothing, blankets, shoes, toilet
articles and tobazco was recelved. This was turned over to the Prisoner
Commander for issue. Distributlion was made to each sectlon in propor-
tion to it's strenzth. Distribution within the section was made by
lot and supervised by an officer to insure fairness in dimtribution.

The latter part of 1944 and early in 1945 additional clothing supplies
were recelved but up to the time I left only a few overcoats had been
issueds When I left the camp in April 1945, each person on the out-
going detall (22) were issued 1 complete Red Cross food parcel and

1 bar of soape

All clothing supplied by the Red Cross and issued to the men
was taken up on the records of the Japanese Army. When a protest was
registered the Japanese Camp Commander informed me that all items
issued were property of the Japanese Government whether issued by the
Japanese or recelved through the International Red Cppssse

The clothing situation was very bad. The majority of the men
were without adequate shoes and repeated requests to the Japanese
authorities brought no apprecisble relief. When we arrived in camp
in August 1943, each person was issued: 1 palir shorts; 1 whlte shirt;
1l cotton Japanese Armybuniform; 1 pair canvas shoes and 1 towel. In
November 1943 each person was issued 1 overcoat (wool, British Army)
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FUKUOKA CAMP #17 (page 11)

and 1 heavy Japanese winter uniform. In the fall of 1944 each person
was lssued 1 sult of Japanese winter underwear., Several issues of
G-gtrings and towels were mede,approximnately one of each every six
months. 1 pair of socks was issued in Mareh 1945, Other prisoners P
were lissued the items listed above upon thelr arrival in camp, In i
some Iinstances replacement of clothing destroyed through mine cave-ins
were replaced but not often. The salvation of the original 500 group
insofar as clothing is concerned was through the personal boxes recelvd
in March 1944 most of the boxes containing quite a bit of clothing.

Rubber Japanese Army shoes were issued %o each prisoner and thes
shoes were supposed to last six months, The average usefulness wa.s
about 2 months. Through the excellent worlk of the supply officer 2nd P
Lieut. (now lst Lieut) Owen W. Romaine, A.C., the shoes werse kept in ~
an excellent state of repair. This officer was very diligent and
resourceful in the organization and operation of the shoe repair system

My treatment at the hends of the Japanese in Camp #17 was Tairly
good. Upon several occasions I was slapped by the Camp Commander for
my complaints regarding the food, clothing and treatment af the men,
and by the Japanese Guards for failure to observe some regulation of
the camp. On one ocecaslon I was relieved as Prisoner Commander for a
periocd of time for failure to apprehend and turn over to the Japanese
a2 thief and to properly cooperate with the Japanese authorities and
was placed in confinement for two days as punishment for the offense. ¥

Prigoners were slapped and beaten for the least excuse. The
treatment gémen to the Prisoners by the Japanese Authorities was not
in accord with that provided by the Geneva Treaty, However, whlle the
Japanese Commander and Interpreter werecontinually referring to the ;
Geneva Txmakwewk Treaty while talking to me, 1f mention was made of i
the Treaty by me or any of the Priscner Officers we were promptly told il
the Geneva Treaty was not recognlzed by the Japanese, i

Morale among my original 500,men was generally good. Among the
later arrivals morale was only fair, My original group were always in 4
high spirits and always confident in the outcome of the war and were i
every looking for and talking about the day that "The Yanks and Tanks |
would come in and get us out", The attitude of the men might best be 4
eXpressed in the following incident: *

“"One of the men was placed in confinement for lying, upon his '3
release.and in my presence the Camp Interpreter lectured him on his
eonduct and the necessity for better cooperation and obedlence to the
Japanese orders., The interpreter said in part "You Americans are no
zood, you are always causing trouble, you do not show proper apprec-
lation of what theé Japanese Army is trying to do for you. You lie to
18, you steal from us, you call us monkey people behind our backs.
fhen we punish you do you show proper respect and humiliation? Do
fou show a willingness to do better? Are you repentant? Do you try
-0 cooperate with us? We place you in confinement, we slap and beat
fou, we stawe you. But domyou appreciate? No. You come out from
confinement, walk away with your head thrown high in the air and just
say "Fuek Em" .8

-
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(FUKUOKA CAMP #17, page 12).
When the interperter finished talking he had tears in his eyes.

The Japanese provided base ball, vodley ball and basket ball
equlpment and encouraged its use among the prisoners, Base ball teams
were organized between sections and the Japanese provided priozes in
the form of cigaretts and fresh fruit for the winners. We had a base
ball team which could likk any Japanese team which we wWere permltted
to play, in fact the Japanese t0ld me what men could not be used on
tpams which were to play the Japanese and still we produced teams that
could beat them each time.

Tennis was provided but its use wag more or less restricted to
the best players and these were required to play Japanese opponents,

Shows were organized and produced about every three months.
Practice was limited to between shifts hence it took Just about thres
months to rehearse and put on a show. The Japanese sanctloned these
shows and provided guite a bit of equipment for staging the shows.
Most of the stage properties were manufactured by the prisoners from
scrap material, Much credit fur putting on these shows should be
géven to 2nd Lieut. (ndw 1t Lt. John H, Allen, Inf., and Private
Lester I. Tennenberge. Lieutenant Allen was Camp Resreation directors

In the spring of 1944 the Japanese Camp Commander tcok the
priscners o a park in Omuta to view the 6herry blossoms in bloom and
on several occaslons during the summer of 1944 swimming parties of
gbout 150 men were taken to the bay. Several trips to the bay for clam
digging were also organlzed. :

Religlous facilities were good. The Japanese permitted relig-
lous services each rest day. There was a Baptist Minister among the
enlisted personnel who conducted church and funeral services. In May
1944 a Dutch Reformed Chaplain, who was educated in Chicago, came 1nto
camp and the conduct of church services and funerals was handled by
him. Catholie Rosary services were conducted by various Catholic men
in the camp. In January a Cathollc Chaplain Father John E. Duffy,
Chaplain Corps, caue into camp and conducted several Masses before he
was transferred to another camp in April 1945, '

The Japanese gave'me much liberty in the preparation Ffor funeral
services of the Prisoners. A modified service, based on Army proec -
ure, was prepared and after approval by the Japanese waﬂused Tor all
services. Practlcally the entire funeral service was conducted in
accordance with Army practice with the exception of a Tiring squad,
Funeral services for the Britich, A stralian and Emkhyxpmxr Duteh
personnel was handled by officers of the respective nationalitye.

—

L 2S
I left Fukuoka Camp #17 on 22=April 1945, In the party were:

9 American Offiecers

2 Dutech Officers

2 English Cfficers

9 American Enlisted men
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FUKUOKA CAMP #17,(page 13)

We were baken by train to Fukuoka City, placed on a fast steamship
ascross Shushime Straits to Fusan,CKorea, thenece by train to Mukden,
Manchuria., On the train we occupled €halr carss 8nroutbe from Omuta
to Fukuoka City we were jJolned with aboutb 200 other officers and men
from various camps in Kyushu the final detall leaving Fukuoka City
belng about 300 officers and men. Another detail of 300 officers and
men were also placed on the boat for Fusan and were teken to sone
place in Korea, We were forbidden to talk with this group and they
were placed in a separate compartment on the boate.

On the boat from Fukuoka to Fusan the 300 officers and men were
jammed into a small hold with no room to lie down of stretch, there
was hardly rcom for our legs to stralghten out after sitting down. The
boat ¥rip took abouté hours. We were given one meal on the boat con-
sisting of a small portion of rice and some SOUp.

Oon the train from Fusan, Korea to Mukden, Manchuria, we occupéed
chaelr cars. The food was good and we were gaven food three times a
day consisting of 1 box of rice .nd 1 box containing sea-weed, fish,
eggs and meat at each meal time, During the traln ride we were required
to pull down the blinds when passing through and stopptng at statlonse.
We arrived at Mukden on the morning of 29 April 1945, where we remained
unt.1l released by the Russian troops on 20 Augusi 1945,

During the period I was at Fukuoka Camp #17 there were 97 deaths
as follows: & ;

AMpRICAN: %6«
Army - 2
Navy -
Marine Corps
Civilians !

i~

I_l
pod | S

Pneumonia

Starved to death

Murdered

Executed

Died from Mline Causes

Pellegra .

Inanition-Emaciation i

Dysentery

Tuberculosgis
TOTAL

[l RO TR \VAN B o

e i
H =0~ ‘

BRITISH: 18

Prieumonia
Inanition-Emaclation
Diarrhea
Edema

TOTAL
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ruperculLosis

Embolus

Peritonitis e e
TOTAL 1

Ul 1

DUTCH 30

Heart Disease

Pneumonia :

Inanition-HEmaciation

Embolus .

Chicken Pox

Mine injury

Dysentery

Hemmorhage of adrenal
gland : %

TOTAL B0

[
H U0

In addition to the above deaths in the camp there was brought
into the camp the remains of 12 Amerlcans who died at the Military
Hospital, Mojl, Kyushu, Japan., These men were part of the detail ,
which left Manila about 20 December 1944 and were bombed by American
planes at Subic Bay, Philippine Islands and Takao,Formosa.

Three unidentifled bodies were brought into camp and turned
over to the Prisoner Commander for safe keeping. No information was
furnished by the Japanese as to thelr names. It has been presumed
they were American Pllots shot down over Japan. This presumption is

based on the fact that the bodies were brought into camp within a day

or two after an alr raid.

During the winter of 1943-44 each person in camp was furnished
1 silk fllled mattress, 1 silk filled comforter and 4 heavy blankets.
All men were supplied with adequate sleeping facilities., During the
summer of 1944 2 blankets were taken from each person to supply ‘
incoming desslils and in the winter of 1944-45 wach prlsoner was issued
1l mattress, 1 comforter, and 3 blankets. In addition there was lssued
L earthenware hot water bottle for each 2 men. Officers and hospital
patlents were issued 1 hot water bottle.ExEkx

During the period November-March of each year, small coke stoves
were lssued for use 1n the Prisoner Headquarters and Hospital. 1In
1943-44 coke was issued by the coal mine company. In 1944-45 we made
our own coke., The stoves were small and gave off very little heat but
were sufficient to take the chill out of the room, Temperatures in
the winter rarely fell below 5 degrees below zero centigrade,

IXXBHEXX T L
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FUKUOKA CAMP #17 (page 15)

After quite a bit of trouble and lots of talk a Barber Shop
was establlished for the Prisomers. This barber shop was falrly well
equipped with hair clippers, straight razors, barber chairs, towels,
soap and shaving cream. All halr was clipped short in the Japanese
Army style. Once established there was no further trouble in keep-
ing the shop operatinge. The Japanese Camp authorities and guards
used it's facilities constantly. Two permanent barbers were author-
ized and on Rest Days voluhteer barbers were obtained through the
offer of extra food,

A canteen was established and from time to time, soap, canned
fruits, canned fish, fresh fruits, and various other items were
brought in for sale to the Frisomers. Working prisoners and those in
the hospital as a result of work injuries were allowed 1 package of
10 cilgaretts every other day. Every e fort was made to obtain articles
for sale 1n the Canteen. The canteen steward was Master Sergeant
Jack C. Wheeler, D.E.M.L., who also acted as Prisoner Sergeant Major
and clerk for Japanese Headquarters. Sergeant Wheeler worked constantly
to obtain items for sale and his influence with the Japanese was such

that he was able to procure many food items for sale.

Other persons from whom information can be obtained regarding
Fukuoka Camp #17, are:

Lieuto 0010 Rbert Wo SChOtt, DQCO’,
Whatcheer, Iowa
MajJor Thomas H. Hewlett, M.C.,
919 East Spring Street, New Albany, Indlana.
Major Achille C. Tlsdelle, Cave,
Wilmette, Illincils
Mr. Sgte. Jack C. Wheeler, D.E.M. L.,
60 Brete Harﬁe Terrace, San Franclsco, Calif,

Two sketches showing the camp on August 10, 1943, and on 25
April 1945, are inclosed herewith.

(VL HMnsno

" JOHN R. MAMEROW,
/ e Lieut. COl.’ A.G. Do’ 0'27//3’#
Cé' Prisoner Commander.
HOME ADDRESS: 109 East Bannock Street,
Beoise, Idahoe.

BUTY STATION: March Fleld, California.
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