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Leon Adam Cleboski, USMC

Valor is stability, not of legs and arms, but of courage and the soul. ~ Michel de Montaigne ~

Born September 20, 1908, in Stoneham, Texas, Leon Adam Cleboski was the son of John and Anna Wietrzykowski Chlebowski. To his family, he was affectionately known as Uncle Leon. He was also a real-life hero. A Corporal in the 4th U.S. Marine Regiment during WWII, he was stationed in the Southwest Pacific Theatre: Philippine Islands. It was from Corregidor, aka The Rock, that he was taken as a prisoner of war when the island was captured by the Japanese.


Weighing 170 lbs when taken captive on May 6, 1942, Leon weighed a mere 82 lbs upon his release 3 years later. Although official notice that he was missing was sent to relatives in May of 1942, his status as a prisoner of war was not confirmed until March of 1943. Ten long months of waiting and not knowing for them. Ten months of what grew into three long years of endurance ~ of starvation, abuse and agony ~ for him.

During captivity, Leon spent time in four prison camps. His mistreatment was noted on pages 89-90 in the book First Into Nagasaki: The Censored Eyewitness Dispatches On Post-Atomic Japan by George Weller, Anthony Weller and Walter Cronkite. He is listed in the Government and Military Related Records of WWII Prisoners of War and Missing in Action as an Honored Texan.

Uncle Leon was a Marine. He was a man of kind heart as well. He did not flaunt his scars. He did not solicit glory or accolades. He passed away on September 24, 1983, at his home in Houston, Texas. This site is established in his honor.

The documents and letters contained here bear but pale witness to his service and dedication. Below is a timeline of documents and letters pertaining to his military life. 

December 6, 1945 ~ Letter from President Harry Truman, President of the United States, recognizing Leon Cleboski’s service and offering the nation’s appreciation.
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December 6, 1945 ~ Letter from President Harry Truman, President of the United States, recognizing Leon Cleboski’s service and offering the nation’s appreciation.
  





May 9, 1942 ~ re: MIA status … telegram to John Cleboski from T Holcomb, Commandant USMC
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HEADQUARTERS U. S. MARINE CORPS

22 Maren, 1043,

My dear Mr. Clebaski;

4 partizl 11t of American prisoners of var in the
Manila Bay aren has Just been Teceived from the International
Red Orous, sontatning e ngae of your con, Erivate Firgt
Gluss Leoh A. Clebaski, U S. Narine Corps'Reserve, confira-
Togthe Fact that he 15 aiive and & prisener of v

The report faile to state the place of internment,
u nay comnunioate with hia by mail at the folloving

out ¥
adare

Private Firct Class Leon A. Clobaskt, U.8.M.0.
Serial Nuabor 292627,

Prigoner of War,
Prlippine Telade,

ofo The Jupaness Héa oro;
fokyo, Jepan,

Rew Tork, K. X.

It 16 requested trat you address further inguiries
regarding your son's welfers to the Prisoner of War Inforas-
2i5n Bureau, Office of the Provost Mershel Genoral, War Depart-
sent, ¥asnigton; br Cr = e

Stacerely yours,

Captatn, U. S. ariné Corps.

g ¥ Jon Clebasks,
1108 Crookest Strect,
Houston, Texas.





Below: Retrospective letter circa 1970s ~ re: conditions encountered after capture … letter written by Leon Cleboski 
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Photo of Bilibid POW Camp 
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Notebook cover of friends held at Cabanatuan POW Camp
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By Starr Sergeant Robert A. Hunter, a Narine Gorps Gorrespondent.
Oalnu, T.H.—(Dolayed)--Karine Private First Clase Leon A. Clebaski
36, ot Houston, Tex., 43 on s vay homs after nesrly four years as
« prseoner of the Japansse.
Chobasks, son of e, Jomn Olabuckl of 1108 Orockest SKrest in

Houston, wae taken prisoner on Gorregidor vhere his Wit of the Fourth
Narine Rogiaent currendared-esrly in 1942,

Hle was interned for six sontha in Cabenstuan, Guring vhich tise
he and hie fellow prisoners wore nothing Eors than & G-string...
*like African “ Clobaski then volunteered for & dstail vhich
was verking at & nearby airfiold. He spent tvo sonths thers, w

oy

stricken with sslerta and transferred to BIL1B1A prison howpitel.
Later he wes beturndd to Cadanatuan.

On June 26, 1044, Glebaski agein volurtesred, this tise for
Japan. At the notorious Gamp 17 at Fuokuku on the ielsnd of Honehw,
tho Houston Nartne labored in the cosl wines o long Kours Vith svery
115420 fooa.

Now that he 1s on his way homs, Olebaskl is lwpressed by the

stranganesa of sivilized 1ife after his long exile. Nevesihele
his tather

he 1o Bgnly exoited about going home whare he hoser t0
and two brothers.
-



January 20, 1945 ~ re: transcription of Radio Tokyo broadcast containing message from Leon Cleboski … letter to Frank Cleboski from T.S. Hare, Lieutenant Commander, US Navy
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San‘Disgo 19, California

Frank Tovosky
185 Srneict s
souston  Tesss JAN 20 194

meascee was roceived over the short
wave radio fron the "NATLMANY ot Redio FoKL6 on Uhe ove-

ning of sa15 o fran s Prisoner of
R e pe———. T
fadrensed 0 g% Ty TIn o Lo e et age
50 Eo0S Bt Bt the. alinounoss talks so-fagt that it i3
Very aifficult to get it verbatim, as we neither of us
Understand shorthand, but the foliowing ia the 613 of
Th aessage as nearly as we could copy Lt.

11:30 ¥ 9.53 Megicyoles

Desr Folks  say hotlo to Bro Frak.
How cre you Dad, tlso Holen, 106, ntone, Deetiuoron

5"t Ray Cotektll

Love your son

PIC Leon Tovosky

5141 Herlvoroush Drive
San Diego &, California.







January, 1945 ~ re: Houston newspaper article concerning the Radio Tokyo broadcast
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October 6, 1945 ~ re: confirmation of Leon’s release from Japanese confinement … telegrams to L.B. and John Cleboski from A.A. Vandegrift, Commandant USMC
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September 21, 1945 ~ re: homecoming letter to Frank Cleb October, 1945 ~ re: confirmation of Leon’s return trip and POW camps where he was held … letter to family from Staff Sergeant Robert A Hunter, USMC Correspondent oski from Leon
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WASHINGTON

6 December, 1945.

Dear Leon A. Clebaski,

1t gives me speclal pleasure
to welcome you back to your native
shores, and to express, on behalf of
the pecple of the United States, the
joy we feel at your deliverance from
the hands of the enemy, 1t is &
source of profound satisfaction that
our efforts to accomplish your return
have been successful.

You have fought valiantly
and have suffored greatly. As your
Commander in Chief, I take pride in
your past achievements and express
the thanks of a grateful yation for
your sorvices in combat and your
teadfastness whilo a prisonor of war.

May God grant you happiness
and a successful future.
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B.F,C. Loon A. Clobaski, U.S.H.C.,
1106 "crockett Street,
liouston, Texas.






November 2, 1945 ~ re: return to freedom … baggage claim checkNovember 5, 1945 


Repatriation POW Identification and Liberty Card
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Prisoner of War
. Identification and Liberty Card

U. S. Naval Hospitel
Oakland 14, Calif.

A. H. DEARING
Captain (MC), USN
Medical Officer in Command
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Credit: http://leoncleboski.blogspot.com/
