David E. Garrett
CMSGT Retired

David Garrett was born April 6, 1921 to Vera and George Earl Garrett in Rockford, Illinois. His mother died when he was four and he was raised by a great-aunt, Lura Bell in Carbondale, Illinois.

His military career began when he enlisted in the Army Air Corp in 1939 as a radio operator.  Assigned to the 17th Pursuit Squadron at Nichols Field on the Philippines, Chief Garrett was stationed there on December 7th when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and hostilities in the Pacific began. He remained at Nichols Field maintaining and repairing aircraft for ongoing sorties. His unit was flying P-40 and P-35A aircraft. Shortly after the Pearl Harbor bombing, the Chief’s squadron and its few remaining aircraft were ordered to Pilar Airfield on Bataan. The unit completed its move on 24 December, 1941.

In early February 1942, all flyable aircraft were ordered to “island hop” south in hopes of reaching allied Australia. Chief Garrett’s squadron was sent to the Agaloma Point area in order to assist in repulsing Imperial Japanese landing forces attempting landings on the west coast of Bataan. Following several landing attempts, the Japanese forces were denied success and were virtually wiped out.

Chief Garrett’s squadron was then sent to Mariveles in order to establish a beach defense operation. Chief and three of his fellow defenders were assigned coast watch observation posts on a mountain top in order to report sightings of Japanese Naval craft approaching the mouth of Manila Bay. Despite facing disease and life threatening illnesses that were taking their comrades daily, and promised reinforcements and supplies that never came, they continued to fight for several more weeks.

Until, due to a massive lack of food, medicine, ammunition and supplies, and with disease at epidemic proportions, a surprise enemy force broke through the weakening allied defenses, forcing the surrender of Bataan.
On the evening of 8 April, 1942, the allies surrendered and the infamous Bataan Death March began, leading the men to Camp O’Donnell.

Following a short internment at Camp O’Donnell, Chief Garrett and his comrades were returned to Bataan and placed in forced labor. Next they were sent to Cabanatuan. The Chief, now ill with malaria, dysentery, and beri-beri, worked on a farm at the camp. 

In August 1943, Chief Garret was son of the first 500 prisoners of war sent to Camp 17, in Omuta, Japan. There, he and fellow prisoners were used as forced labor in a cola mine. Most prisoners worked 15 days with one day off. The Chief worked in the coal mine until September 1845 when WWII ended with the surrender of Japan.

Upon repatriation, Chief Garrett weighed only 85 pounds. He was sent home to the United States for rest and recuperation. He was awarded the Bronze Star along with other awards and ribbons.

Chief Garrett continued his career in the military, retiring from the United States Air Force in September 1970. 
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David Earl Garrett passed away March 9, 2004 

 Chief Master Sergeant David Earl Garrett, U.S. Air Force retired, 82, of
 Panama City, FL., passed away Friday March 5, 2004, at his home. 
  He has been a resident of the area since 1966, coming here from Tokyo,
 Japan.

 David retired in 1970 from the U.S. Air Force after 31 years of service. 
 He was a former Japanese Prisoner of War and an American Defender of
 Bataan and Corregidor. He was also a survivor of the Bataan Death March.

 Mr. Garret enjoyed fishing and radio-controlled model airplanes.

 He is survived by his wife, Kyoko Garrett, two sons, David E. Garrett Jr. 
 and his wife Linda, Thomas G. Garrett and his wife Kris; two daughters,
 Pamela S. Arnold and her husband Claude, Janet L. Smith and her husband Roger; half-brother Paul Garrett; half-sister Jeanne
 McCormick; and six grandchildren.

 Interment was held at Forest Lawn memorial Cemetery with full military honors conducted
 by Tyndall Air Force Base.  Credit: The Quan  June 2004 
Another Memorial
CMSGT David Earl Garrett, retired

David Earl Garrett was born on April 6th, 1921 in Rockford, Illinois, to George Earl and Vera  Lantz Garrett.  His mother died when he was four years old.  David was raised in Carbondale, Illinois, living with his great aunt Lura Bell.  George Garrett later remarried and had three children, Donald (deceased), Jeannine (St. Charles, Mo.) and Paul (St. Petersburg, Fl) however David remained with Lura Bell.  David completed high school and one year of college before enlisting in the Army Air Corp.  
On October 3rd, 1939, he started his military career becoming a radio operator at Selridge Field, Michigan. He was transferred to Nichols Field, Philippines on December 5th, 1940 as part of the 17th Pursuit Squadron servicing P6E Curtis Hawk, P-40, and P-35A aircraft.  The squadron was then transferred to Pilar Field on Bataan, Philippines on December 24th, 1941.  David and three of his fellow defenders were assigned coastal watch observation posts on a mountaintop to report Japanese naval craft sightings. On the evening of April 8th, 1942, the allies were overrun and surrendered to the Japanese.  David was forced into the “Bataan Death March” from Bataan to Camp O’Donnell. In August 1943, he was shipped to Camp Fukuoka #17 in Japan to work the coalmines.  David remained a POW until released in September 1945 and was awarded the Bronze Star, Presidential Unit Citation, Philippine Presidential Unit Citation and Prisoner of War Medals.
During the remainder of his 31-year military career, David served tours in Korea (1954) and Japan (Shiro AFB, 1955 – 1959; Tachikawi AFB, 1962 – 1966).  He changed his career field to Maintenance Materials and Supply in 1950 in which he achieved the rank of CMSgt in 1963.  David retired from his distinguished military service on September 1st, 1970 at Tyndall AFB, Florida.  He resided in Parker, Florida until his death on March 5th.
David met Kyoko Osaki while serving on his first tour of duty in Japan after WWII.  They were married on June 14th, 1956 in Tokyo, Japan.  They had four children, David Garrett Jr. of Lynn Haven, Fl., Pamela Arnold of Panama City, Fl., Janet Smith of Bonaire, Ga. and Thomas Gene Garrett of Panama City, Fl.  There are six grandchildren living in the Panama City area. David was an avid fisherman and active member of the Miracle Strip Radio Controlled Model Club.

The family would like to extend a special thank you to Jim Wilkinson, friend and fellow RC Model enthusiast, for his invaluable help and care during David’s last few months.  

