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transferred to Camp Cabanatuan. Transported on a Japanese
troop ship to Japan, disembarking on Thanksgiving Day 1942.
Later held at Tanagawa, Zentsuji, and Roku Roshi Prison
Camps in Japan. Liberated at Roku Roshi in August 1945, and
shipped to Manila. Later flown to San Francisco and held
briefly at Letterman General Hospital.

Discharged as captain on Oct. 3, 1946. In addition to the
appropriate campaign medals and battle stars, he has received
the Prisoner of War Medal, the Purple Heart, the Bronze Star
and United States and Philippine Unit Presidential Citation.

After two major brain operations, made necessary by
injuries inflicted by Japanese on the Death March between
Bataan and Camp O’Donnell, he retired from the Army in
1954 as a major, and from the Atomic Energy Commission in
1961.

WARREN H. MELLIES, born Oct. 28, 1921 in Adams
Co.,CO. Enlisted U.S. Marine Corps July 1938, Denver, CO.
Various garrison duty assignments on West Coast prior to
arrival Philippines November 1939. Member of the famed
US. Naval Reservation Patrol, Alongapo, Zambales.
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Infantry squad leader F Co., 2nd Bn., 4th U.S. Marines,
Zambales, Bataan, Corregidor. POW May 6, 1942. POW
Camps included Cabanatuan No. 3, Clark Field, Bilibid,
Cabanatuan No.1. Sailed on Japanese coal freighter July 5
trough Sept. 5, 1944. Anchored and transit to Japan. Ameri-
can submarine attack prior to arrival to Japan.

September 6, 1944 - August 1945 located at Camp No.
17, Amuto, Japan. Worked in Honshu Coal Mine. Hiroshima
tothe North, Nagasaki to the South.

End of war made way from Amuto to Moji where he met
American Army Engineers working on airfield. Weight was
down to 95 pounds at end of war. Was 170 at the beginning of
war.

After nearly 11 months of hospitalization in Pearl Har-
borand Oakland, CA he reenlisted and became career Marine,
spending considerable time traveling worked on various duty
assignments including special assignment U.S. State Depart-
ment 1948-1949, headquartered Jerusalem, Palestine during
the Arab-Israeli conflicts.

Infantry unitleader, I Co., 3rd Bn., 7thRegt., 1st Marine
Div., Korea 1951-1952.

Last tour of duty, NCO in charge, Marine Corps recruit-
ing, WY. Transferred to Fleet Marine Corps Reserve April
1958, master sergeant.

Received Purple Heart with Gold Star, Marine Corps
Good Conduct Medal with five Stars, POW Medal, U.S.
Presidential Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster, Navy Unit
Commendation, American Defense Medal with Fleet and
Base Clasps, American Campaign Medal with Star, Euro-
pean-African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, WWII Vic-
lory Medal, Navy Occupation Medal with Asia and Europe
(lasps, National Defense Medal, Philippine Presidential Unit
Citation, Philippine Defense Ribbon with Star, Philippine
Liberation Ribbon, Philippine Independence Ribbon, Korea
Pesidential Unit Citation, Korea Service Medal with Star,
[nited Nations Service Medal with Korea Clasp.

He subsequently returned to federal service, retiring
fom U.S. Department of the Interior in 1980. Over 42 years
iftotal service.

Married to Christina for 38 years. They have three
dughters, one son and four grandchildren.

PAUL A. MENETREY, born June 17, 1920 in Sunny-
1le, CA. Enlisted in the Army Air Force at Ft. McDowell. He
s sent to March Air Force Base at Riverside, CA for 18
nonths. He was assigned to the 7th Material Sdn. attached to
lie dth Air Base Group and sent to the Philippines Sept. 19,
1941. Taken prisoner on Bataan April 9, 1941. Survived the
Death March. Interned at O’Donnell, Cabanatuan, Bilibid
frison in Manila. He was sent to Japan October 1944 to Camp
Yo.1 Fukuoka on the Island of Moji. He worked in a steel mill

shoveling iron ore into rail cars. He was still in Japan when the
war ended.

He returned to the States '
andmarried Elizabeth. She was
an Army nurse in charge of the
ward he was assigned to. They
had two children, Denise age
37, Robert, age 28. Divorced
after 30 years. He remarried
Mary. They have three chil-
dren, Nicholas, age 6, Leslie
and Misty, age 9 (twins). Dis-
charged May 26, 1946. Served
in the Army Reserves for three
years. At discharge held the
rank of staff sergeant. Today is
achef at the Elks Lodge No. 266 in Bakersfield, CA. His wife
Mary has helped him through some trying times as the past
came back to haunt him.
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HENRY MERRITT, (HUGH), born Nov. 6, 1918 in
Norfolk, VA. Enlisted in the U.S. Navy Dec. 9, 1935 as a
Seaman Apprentice and retired June 1, 1966 as a Chief
Warrant Officer W-4. Volunteered for submarine duty in
1937. Served on several submarines and was on board the USS
Canopus (AS-6) during the bombing of the Philippines Dec.
8,1941. After the Canopus was bombed, I was assigned to the
U.S. Naval Bn., Mariveles, P.I. and was assigned to clearing
Mt. Pucot after occupation by 300 Japanese. Transferred to
Corregidor April 7, 1942, and assigned to James Ravine until
the surrender May 7, 1942.

Interned in Bilibid Prison, Cabanatuan Camps No. 1 and
No. 3, Neilson Field, Ft. Wm. McKinley. Transferred to Japan
on hell ship in April 1944, and worked in copper mines in
Ashio and Hitachi. Liberated Sept. 13, 1945 by U.S Forces.

Awarded the Army Distinguished Unit Badge with Oak
Leaf Cluster, Good Conduct with four Stars, Asiatic-Pacific
with two Stars and Philippine Defense with two Stars, Ameri-
can Defense, Purple Heart, World War IT Victory, Korean
Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal and POW
Medal.

Married to Evelyn, and have one son, Gordon and two
grandchildren. Henry (Hugh) resides in Virginia Beach, VA.

NICOLA METTA, was born Sept. 20, 1915 in Italy. He
came to America as a U.S. citizen in 1926. In February 1939,
Nick enlisted in the 13th Inf. at Ft. Devens, MA. Later, he
transferred to the U.S. Air
Corps and was assigned to the
27th Material Sdn. at Nichols
Field in the Philippines as an
aerial photographer.

Nick fought onthe Points
of Bataan until taken prisoner
by the Japanese on April 9,
1942.

A survivor of the Bataan
Death March, he was interred
at Camp O’Donnell,
Cabanatuan, and later shipped
to Yodogawa Camp at Osaka,
Japan.

Uponreturning home to East Boston in September 1945,
Nick spent the next nine months in rehabilitation at the
hospital at Ft. Devens, MA.

In June 1946, he received his military discharge as a
technical sergeant.

During his military career, Nick received the following
medals: Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal with Bronze Star,
American Campaign Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Philip-
pines Defense Medal with Bronze Star, World War II Victory
Medal, Presidential Citation with Bronze Star, the Bronze Star

Medal, Prisoner of War Medal and the Purple Hear
In February 1948, Nick married Lucy Grant. T
five children, Nick Jr., Camille, Samuel, George anc
Nick retired in 1969 from Boston Naval Ship

;howgrapher and moved to Wesley, ME.

HNNY S. MEYERS, was born Oct. 10, 191
parents were Florence and C.J. Meyers of Sicily sl
married Jan. 17, 1947 to Anne Anderson Smith; tw
ters, Patsi and Trudi. Deceased Jan. 19, 1977. Finish
High School, attended Northwestern College in Natc
LA, later transferred to a school of aeronautics in Alg
Volunteered for the Air Force and was stationed at E
Field, LA, Aug. 7, 1940, in the 16th Bomb Sdn.
Bomb Gp. Dates of promotion: Pfc. 4th specialist-N
1941, buck sergeant, September 1945, staff sergeant
1947, tech sergeant, October 1948.

Record of service: Barksdale Field, LA; Savar
October 1940-1941; Angel Island San Francisco, CA
ber 1941; November 1-20 enroute to Philippine Isl
vember 24 in Manila; April 9, 1942, Bataan Priso
Camp O’Donnell. Month of May detailed South Lu:
and July Bilibid Hospital; July 1942-April 1943 Cat
April 1, 1943 to July 22, 1943, enroute to Japan; July:
Aug. 16, 1943, Prison Camp No. 17, Omuta, Japan

Saw the bomb Tall on Nagasaki as the prisonier:
one side of a mountain so they could see the sky. S
26-29 replacement depot; October 1, 1945, sailed for
America; Nov. 1, 1945, landed Pier 15 (U.S. Mari
boat). November 1-5 Letterman General Hospital, §
cisco, Nov. 5, 1945, enroute to Letterman General
then to Brooks General, San Antonio, TX, Nov.
enroute to Sicily Island, LA.

Discharged June 21, 1945, reenlisted June 22
Camp Shelby. Assigned to Lake Charles AFB, 86
Sdn., 47th Bomb Group; September 22, 1945, Kees
October 1945, attended world’s largest A&E Sch
1946-November 1947 transferred Sheppard AFB,
Falls, TX as instructional supervisor at A&E Scho
transferred with him.

Awarded the American Theater Operations,
Pacific with two Bronze Star, American Defense
Bronze Star, Philippine Defense Medal with threx
Stars, Philippine Liberation, Good Conduct, Victory
Distinguished Unit Citation, Unit Badge, two Oak L
ters and Presidential Citation.

RICHARD W. MEYRICK, inducted into Arm
31, 1941. Assigned to 803rd Engineers, at Westov
MA. Departed U.S. Oct. 4, 1941 and arrived in Pacifi
1941. Remained with 803rd until surrender.
Captured at Bataan, PI and was interned at O
from April 15,1942 until April
22,1942; Cabanatuan July 22,
1942 to Sept. 9, 1943, Sensufe,
Japan Oct. 26, 1943 to May 28,
1945. Last POW camped was
Nagyo, Japan, interned from
May 29,1945t0 Aug. 14,1945,
Served as POW for 42 months.
Discharged from service
May 22, 1946. Achieved rank
of staff sergeant with five years
two months service.
Awarded Philippines
Liberation Medal, Distin-
guished Unit Badge, Good
Conduct, American Defense Medal and Asiatic Pac
paign Medal.
‘Worked for postal service as letter carrier. Nc
after 31 years. Served on Official Board of Reforme
pal Church, Collingdale, PA and treasurer of Sund:




    
      WARREN H. MELLIES

 Warren Mellies was born Oct. 28, 1921 in Adams Co., CO.  Warren enlisted U.S. Marine Corps July 1938, in Denver, CO.  First assigned to various garrison duty assignments on West Coast, Warren was later set to the Philippines November 1939.  There he was a member of the famed U.S. Naval Reservation Patrol, Alongapo, Zambales.
          
 Warren became an Infantry Squad Leader of F Co., 2nd Bn., 4th U.S. Marines, Zambales, Bataan, Corregidor.  Surrendered Warren became a POW May 6, 1942.  POW Camps included Cabanatuan No. 3, Clark Field, Bilibid, Cabanatuan No.1.  Warren would next sail on Japanese coal freighter July 5 through Sept. 5, 1944.  Anchored and transit to Japan the men faced an American submarine attack prior to arrival to Japan.

September 6, 1944-August 1945 located at Camp No. 17, Omuto, Japan.  Warren worked in Honshu Coal Mine.  Hiroshima to the North, Nagasaki to the South.
At the end of war Warren made his way from Omuto to Moji where he met American Army Engineers working on an airfield.  At the time of liberation Warren's weight was down to 95 pounds.  (It was 170 at the beginning of war.)
After nearly 11 months of hospitalization in Pearl Harbor and Oakland, CA Warren re-enlisted and became a career Marine, spending considerable time traveling worked on various duty assignments including a special assignment for the U.S. State Department 1948-1949, headquartered Jerusalem, Palestine during the Arab-Israeli conflicts.
           Service: Infantry unit leader, I Co., 3rd Bn., 7th Regt., 1st Marine Div., Korea 1951-1952
 Last tour of duty, NCO in charge, Marine Corps recruiting, WY.  
Transferred to Fleet Marine Corps Reserve April 1958, master sergeant.
Decorations; Received the Purple Heart with Gold Star, Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal with five Stars, 
POW Medal, U.S. Presidential Unit Citation with Oak Leaf Cluster, Navy Unit Commendation, American Defense Medal with Fleet and Base Clasps, American Campaign Medal with Star, European-African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, WWII Victory Medal, Navy Occupation Medal with Asia and Europe Clasps National Defense Medal, Philippine Presidential Unit Citation, Philippine Defense Ribbon with Star, Philippine Liberation Ribbon.  Philippine Independence Ribbon, Korea Presidential Unit Citation, Korea Service Medal with Star, United Nations Service Medal with Korea Clasp.
Warren subsequently returned to federal service, retiring from U.S. Department of the Interior in 1980 with over 42 years of total service. Warren is married to Christina for 38 years.  They have three daughters, one son and four grandchildren.
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Warren’s Obituary
Warren Harding Mellies, 80, of Cheyenne died January 20, 2002 at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

Warren was born Oct. 28, 1921, in Adams City, Colorado and lived in Cheyenne since 1960 with a prior residence in Casper.
He retired as a purchasing agent for the Federal Government after 42 years as service.
He served in the U.S.M.C. during WWII in the Philippines and was a Japanese prisoner of war for 3 ½ years.
Warren was a member of the Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor, the Military Order of Purple Heart, and Disabled American Veterans.

He is survived by his wife Christina, whom he married September 17, 1954 in Casper; a son Warren L. Mellies; daughters Linda Ann Connie and Kimberly Colling; a sister Betty Lou Matthews; and six grandchildren. He was proceeded in death by a daughter, Bertha Marie McCartney; parents, August and Maude Mellies; sister Bertha A. Szymanski; and brothers, Everett B. Mellies, Ira Mellies, Woodrow W. Mellies, John W. Mellies and Howard L. Mellie.

The internment was in Cheyenne Memorial Gardens.  

Credit: Quan June/July 2002
   

 
