[image: image1.png]6th Army Rangers and the Philippine Scouts on Jan. 20,
1945. After discharge from the Army, went to college and
returned to the same company becoming plant manager of a
lumber manufacturing plant from 1955 until retirement in
1982.

Married Betty Gabaldon in 1947. Have three children,
Ralph III, Mona Lisa and Charles, one grandchild age 5. Betty
passed away one month before I retired in 1982. On Dec. 8,
1984 I married Peggy Whelchel, Amarillo, TX. I'm looking
forward to celebrating my 73 years of good living on Oct. 25,
1990.

Became active in Ex-POW affairs in 1948, becoming
national commander of American Ex-POW, Inc. 1964-1965.
T'am a Gold Card member of Amercian Defenders of Bataan
and Corregidor, life member of Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Disabled American Veterans and Ex-POW.

ROBERT D. ROESENDAHL, born April, 1921 in
Thief River Falls, MN. Enlisted 3rd Div., 4th Inf., July 14,
1939 at Ft. Lincoln. Trans-
ferred to Philippines Depart-
ment Dec. 20, 1940. Assigned
3rd Pursuit Sdn. where he held
the rank of sergeant, air craft
mechanic first class. He was at -

Iba at the at the start of the war ——
where he was wounded by .
shrapnel. He went to Bataan
for infantry duty as a beach
guard on the points. He was
surrendered on April 9, and

—————
e

made the march to San
Fernando and rode to
O’Donnell.

Worked two details and was sent to Cabanatuan Camp
No. 1, then sent to Manchuria on Totori Maru October 1942.
He survived Zero Ward winter of 1942 and 1943 and bombing
raid Dec. 7, 1944, and the sinking of APA 145.

Returned to States Nov. 28, 1945 and reenlisted. Spent
two years on mission to South America and returned to the
States in time to make Korean War 1950-1951 as first sergeant
in 3rd Inf. Div. Rotated in August 1951 to M.D.W. and
Pentagon duty. He was discharged November 1953 and then
20 years with U.S. Department of Justice. Retired 1977.
Married to Elizabeth 44 years. They have six children and
seven grandchildren.

CLIMITH W. ROGERS, (BILL), stood at death’s
door for three and one half years during WWII. He was one of
more than 8,000 American soldiers who were led on the
treacherous walk in the Philippines called the Bataan Death
March.

30,000 Filipinos and 2,000 of us Americas died in the
first six weeks. We were dying off 70 a day until Corregidor
surrendered.

Rogers joined the Army on Sept. 20, 1940 at San
Francisco, CA. He was sent to the Philippines in October,
1941, arriving Thanksgiving Day, 1941, where he began his
duties as a supply sergeant.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, Rogers was at A-
Range, Ft. McKinley until Christmas Day, 1941, “We evacu-
ated to Bataan with one single piece of luggage. We were on
1/4 rations the last two months we fought. We ate up all the
caribou and horses for our meat.”

Surrender to the Japanese came on April 9, 1941. He was
onthe Death March six days. On April 15 they arrived at Camp
O’Donnell, where they stayed until June 3, 1942. During that
time, out of 8,000 American soldiers, 2,000 died and 30,000
Filipinos died. They had to burn a lot of them because they
couldn’t even bury them. They buried them in mass graves.

Corregidor surrendered May 26, 1942, at which time
Rogers and the other Americans were transferred to
Cabanatuan, Philippines along with the Corregidor troops.
Rogers was sent immediately to the hospital where he spent
the next 13 months suffering from beriberi, malaria, dysen-
tery, and the main disease, malnutrition. After his release, he
was sent to the duty side of the prison camp for three months,
where he worked alongside others cultivating with picks on
land that had never been farmed before.

“We raised corn, greens, beans, and what we didn’t eat
was sold to the market. When the corn got too hard, we used
ashes to make hominy. There were 2,700 of us who died in six
months. We were still under Japanese arrest and the hospital
had 20 barracks.” The main diet was rice and sweet potato
leaves, rice and pumpkin vines and rice and radishes cooked
in plain water. “No seasoning,” said Rogers. “You had to eat
worms and all. They didn’t give us one fish during that three
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and a half years we were there.” Prisoners received approxi-
mately one Red Cross package a year.

It was while on a detail building an air field at Los Pinos,
Manila that Rogers contracted asthma, “which is the reason
I'm in Arizona today,” he said. “We were on a boat 17 days
between Manila and Moji, Ja-
pan where we arrived Aug. 5,
1944. We got 2/3 cup of water
per day. There were 950 of us
in one hold. There wasn’t
enough room for everybody to
sit down. One or two at a time
would get to go to the bath-
room. That 17 days I don’t
think I ate one meal. They
cooked in saltwater.”

Moji was a distribution
center for the POWS. From
there, Rogers was sent to
Oyama, a camp on the west
coast of Japan. It was at Oyama that Rogers contracted
pneumonia while working in the kitchen. “T was a private and
washed vegetables. My feet were wet all day long.”

In that camp, said Rogers, there was three feet of snow
all winter along, and the prisoners were not allowed to have a
fire in the barracks. They didn’t change clothes or take baths
all winter, and they had to fight sand fleas. Rogers answered
rollcallat4 o’clock every morning dressed in two pairof pants
and an overcoat. He weighed less than 100 pounds after his 13
months at Oyama.

On Aug. 15, 1945, the camp commandant gave a speech
to the prisoners. “American/Nippon - no more war,” was the
extent of his statement, said Rogers. On Aug. 28, 1945, food
drops from the air started, and Rogers along with the hundreds
in his camp, was liberated on Sept. 10, 1945.

His story is told simply, with remembrances coming in
short tales of how he and the others survived. He felt guilty, he
said, at one point because he worked in the kitchen and gotup
1o 122 pounds. When he walked across the field to the barracks
afteraday’s work his fellow prisoners would point at him and
yell, “Belly-robber!” Low times came when he and others had
to watch their fellow prisoners being executed. Men were
teamed 10 to a group, and if one prisoner escaped, the
remaining nine in the group were shot. “One man had to watch
his brother’s execution,” said Rogers. Death became routine.

After the war, Rogers returned stateside, stayed in the
Army Air Corps (which cventually became the Air Force),
and retired as a master sergeant on Nov. 30, 1960. He was one
of those attending the annual get-together of Bataan March
survivors held at the Pointe in Phoenix. He was reunited with
aman he slept next to at Cabanatuan. They had not seen each
other in 30 years.

“There were a lot of comical parts to our situation,” said
Rogers. “Ina 100 different camps, you’ll hear a different story
from each person. We were all over Japan, in ports, coal
mines, ships, air fields. But, all the stories will pertain to
starvation and disease. All we ever talked about 24 hours a day
was food, food, food!”

Today Rogers lives with his wife Grace, a former school
teacher. They celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary on
June 7, 1987 and the couple has four children.

Rogers felt he would be lucky just to live one more day.
Now, he takes one day at a time, and takes time to live that day
to the fullest. He joins four other Payson men who also
survived the Bataan Death March. They are Raleigh Vermillion,
Ray Dudley, Bill James and Jerry Hatfield. Rogers encour-
ages you to get in touch with these men if you want to know
more about their wartime experiences. Do not be surprised if
they don’t want to talk about it. Rogers just happens to be one
of those rare individuals who has made peace with his captors.

iﬁ Story from Mogollon Advisor, June 10, 1987

EUGENE F. ROGERS, born Oct. 31, 1917, Milroy, IN.
Joined the Navy in October,
1940. T was a hospital corps-
man and was on duty at the
U.S. Naval Hospital, Canacao,
P.I whenthe Japanese bombed
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.
They bombed us the next day
atCanacaoand Cavite,P.I. The
next day we discharged as
many patients to duty that we
could and moved the naval
hospital to Manila because it
was supposed to be declared
an open city. We first moved

the hospital to Holy Cross College, then to Sternberg Af
General Hospital and from there to Santa Scholastic Uni
sity where we surrendered to the Japanese on Jan. 2, 194

Prison camps, Nichols Field, P.L., Bilibid, Oroku Mg
Enoura Maru, Brazil Maru, Omuta,
where I was liberated in September 1945 S ma

chief hospital corpsman from the Navy in July 1967.
worked civil service as educational service officer and ref
from personnel support activity, Portsmouth, VA in Octd
1983.

Awarded the Army Distinguished Service Unit
Oak Leaf Cluster, Navy Unit Commendation, Purpl
Good Conduct with four Stars, Asiatic Pacific, Ph Ipp
Defense, World WarlI Victory Medal, American Defensed
POW Medal.

HAROLD S. ROGERS, born in New Martinsville, W
April 21, 1918. Enlisted in the Army Air Corp at Cha
Field, IL, August 1938 and was
discharged, disabled, from
Fitzsimmons Army General
Hospital, September 1947; a
tech. sergeant.

T arrived in Philippines
January or February 1940 as a
aircraft machinist on the USS
Grant, and was assigned to the
20th Air Base Sdn. Assigned
to 19th Air Base when 20th Air
Base became the Air Base Gp.
I went to Bataan on Christmas
Day, 1941 and was surrendered
April 1942 serving as one of
two machinists in the Provisional Depot Sdn. Hom, fig
Barkersfield, CA and T made parts to mount aircraft machi
guns for use on the ground and later cigarette holders v
they got scarce. After the Death March, internment
O’Donnell, Cabanatuan and Mukden, Manchuria I was fou
to have tuberculosis, then aspermia and given a certf
disability. Discharged from Fitzsimmons General Hospit
September 1947.

Attended college, taught for seven years. Had nervol
breakdown. Twenty years retirement from a machine shg
finds me with a very healthy body and over 40 years “delayg
stress syndrome.” I married WAC Sgt. Georgia E. Myer
medical technician July 5, 1946 and she died in 1986, 0§
adopted son, wife and two of my three grandchildren live g
me in Youngstown, OH.

JACK ROGERS, born in Seibert, CO, June 4. [l
Graduated University of Arizona ROTC, Horse Cav. Resen
Called to active duty Army Signal School, Ft. Monmouth, N
March 17, 1941. Assigned to First Signal Co., Aircraft W
ing, Philippine Department, July 1941. Arrived Philippir
and made first lieutenant July 12. Took section of 30 men
Paracale, Camarines Nore and established early warningra
station. Cut off by Jap landings. Dynamited classified equip
ment and section made its way by roads, jungle trails, &
small boats, to Ft. McKinley, fighting a delaying action aioj
point. Section became separated, but rejoined the company
Bataan. He was one of the very few radar experts in (f
Philippines and in addition to company duties, did consid
able consulting and technical work for other units.

When Bataan surrendered, he and three others escip
over Mount Mariveles, but were recaptured and put into(
Death March at Pilar. He spent time in Camps O’ Donnell
Cabanatuan and was shipped to Manchuria on the To
Maru, arriving at Mukden Camp Nov. 11, 1942,

He was sprung by OSS parachutists in August 194574
on U.S. transport Dairen. Struck floating mine near Okina
Passengers flown to 29th Replacement Depot, Philipping
Returned home on U.S. transport September 1945,




             Eugene F. Rogers 

                     Born: October 31, 1917 in Milroy, IN

                 Joined the Navy in October 1940

I was a hospital corpsman and was on duty at the U.S Naval Hospital Canacao, P.I. when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. They bombed us the next day at Canacao and Cavite, P.I. The next day we discharged as many patients to duty that we could and moved the naval hospital to Manila because it was supposed to be declared an open city. We first moved the hospital to Holy Cross College, then to Sternberg Army General Hospital and from there to Santa Scholastic University where we surrendered to the Japanese on January 2, 1942.
Prison camps, Nicholas Field, P.I., Bilibid, Oryoku Maru, Enoura Maru, Brazil Maru, Omuta, Japan Camp No. 17 where I was liberated in September 1945. Retired as master chief hospital corpsman from the Navy in July 1967. Then worked civil service as educational service officer and retired from personnel support activity, Portsmouth, VA in October 1983.
Awarded the Army Distinguished Service Unit with Oak Leaf Cluster, Navy Unit Commendation, Purple Heart, Good Conduct with four Stars, Asiatic Pacific, Philippine Defense, World War II Victory Medal, American Defense and POW Medal.
