[image: image1.png]inos considered too ill to live. After recovery, he joined
a guerilla battalion fighting in the jungle.

Following the liberation of the Philippines in 1945, the
Philippine Scouts were returned to U.S. control. He later was
promoted to captain in charge of a company with the Sth MP
Bn. (PS). After the Scouts was phased out, he enlisted as a
imaster sergeant in the Regular Army in 1949 and was sent to
he U.S. He served in various military bases in the U.S. and
Munich, Germany. He retired with 32 years of service as a
aptain in July 1957.

Married to the late Cresenciana Calvelo of Quezon,
hilippines. They have seven children, Pedro David, Rafael,
Maria Elena, Vicente, Maria Socorro, Anthony and Pedro, Jr.

JACK OWEN SAUNDERSZ‘ Cpl., ASN 6-953-618.
Born Nov. 9, 1921, Chicago, IL. Volunteered Army Air
iForce, Nov. 29, 1939, Denver, CO.

Consigned March Field, CA to ship, by request to
ilippine Islands. Allotted guard and Military Police duties
Nichols Field, Luzon, promoted financing and gaming.

After Japanese bombing, interisland boat transported
19th Air Base to Bataan from Manila. Trenched Air Force
eassigned to infantry. First and second battalion front, last
defense, bay end of Orion-Bajac Line. With wounded arm,
reptintono-man’s land, six times, to buy food from Filipinos.

Retreated to near Mariveles. Atsurrender death marched
back to O’Donnell. Detailed by Japanese; Gaypan, for bridge
epair; Cabanatuan No. 3, farm labor.
Boarded the Matee Matee Maru from Bilibid that sailed
loneloJapan Mined coal, Camp No. 17, Fukuyoku, Hunshu,
ippon and suffered cave-in. Weighed 120 pounds, result of
ree years worse than slave conditions. Separated May 1,

Graduated Jr. College, 1951, married Viola M. Sanders,
ave a son and one grandson.

Invested wisely, semi-retired comfortably in La Verne,
A.

OLUMBUS SAVAGE (DOC), born the 13th in a
family of 13 (same father and mother) in Gordo, AL, Oct. 9,
914, 25 miles west of Tuscaloosa.

Graduated Kennedy High School - 1934. Attended
niversity of Alabama with “Bear” Bryant, graduated 1938,
AB in education. Six months active duty with CCC at Greer,

SC, after receiving commission in CAC at Alabama. Gradu-
ated from AAF Flight Training School in class of 1941 A on
Feb. 8, 1941, after Santa Maria, CA, Randolph Field and
Kelly, TX, assigned to 27th Bomb Gp., (L), 16th Bomb Sdn.
at Savannah Army AFB, GA, in February 1941 (B18s, A-20s
and A-24s). Sailed on USS President Coolidge from San
Francisco on Nov. 1, 1941 via Honolulu, arriving Pier 7
Manila on Nov. 21, 1941. Assigned to Ft. William McKinley
in November and December 1941, Manila, P.I. Evacuated
from Manila on Inter-Island Steamer Dec. 24, 1941 to
Mariveles, Bataan. Assigned Cabcaben and Bataan Fields
until surrender, April 9, 1942.

After Bataan Death March to Camp O’Donnell,
Cabanatuan No. 1 and No.2; Davao Penal Colony, Mindanao,
from October 1942 until July 1944; Bicabid, Manila, and
Cabanatuan; three prison ships to Japan from Manila via
Orokyo Maru, Enoura Maru and Brazil Maru Dec. 14, 1944
to Jan. 29, 1945; Moji, Japan, January-June 1945; liberated in
Mukden, Manchuria by six man American OSS parachute
rescue team and the Russian Red Army in August 1945,

Assignment in U.S. Air Force: Wright Patterson AFB
(twice); Maxwell AFB to Air Command and Staff College,
1949; Government Aircraft Plant #4, General Dynamics, Ft.
Worth, 1950-1955; Advanced management course at
Georgetown University, 1954; Maxwell AFB, Air War Col-
lege, 1955-1956; Alaskan Air Command, Dir. Supply and
Services, 1956-1959; Pentagon, Office of Chief of Air Staff,
1959; Pentagon, Joint Chief’s of Staff, J-4, 1959-1963; In-
spector General’s Office, Air Force Logistics Command,
WPAFB, 1963-1964; Retired June 30, 1964, Colonel, USAF.

After retirement in 1964, employed by Gen. Dynamics,
Ft. Worth, August 1964 to October 1979, as special assistant
todirector F-111-C Program Ofc (Australian). Retired second
time October 1979. Worked for Ford Sign Co. (internal
lighted) Ft. Worth as director of sales 1971-1979. Retired
third time, living in same location in Ft. Worth since 1964.
Present job am assisting with the care of 15 grandchildren.

Married to Polly Brightwell Medlin 1948. Have six
children, Tommy, Stephen, Wanda, Rebecca, Sandra and
Randolph (deceased).

Awarded Bronze Star, Air Force Commendation Medal,
Purple Heart, National Defense Service Medal, Philippine
Independence Ribbon, AF Longevity Service Award with
Silver Oak Leaf Cluster, and POW Medal.

Bataan Death March 1942, indescribable! Any kind of
transportation with the Japanese was extremely terrible. My
most memorable experience includes three boat trips as a
POW; Oroyoku Maru, sunk in Subic Bay, Dec. 22, 1944;
sinking of Enoura Maru in Takao Harbor, Formosa, Jan. 4,
1945; Brazil Maru, the surviving prisoners transported to
Moji, Japan, during January 1945 from Formosa, arriving Jan.
29, 1945. Death rate on third boat reached from 20-25 daily.
POW population on these trips reduced from 1,634 to less than
400 in about five weeks. It is miraculous that there were any
survivors. Only by the grace and protection of God our Father
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ were there any
survivors from this despicable, unfortunate POW experience
which lasted almost 42 months.

WILLIAM SCAFFIDI, was born on Nov. 2, 1922 in
Hammonton, NJ. He graduated from Hammonton High School
in 1940. He enlisted in the Army on Jan. 16, 1941 at Ft.
Monmouth, NJ. He was a ra-

dar operator. 4

He left for LuzononJuly |
15, 1941 and arrived on Aug.

1, 1941. He was stationed at
Ft. Wm. McKinley in the Phil-
ippines. After four months of
combat with the Japanese and
being wounded in the shoul-
der, he was taken prisoner and
forced to walk the Death
March. He was held prisoner
and survived the diet of 350
grams of rice and one glass of
water per day.

InJuly, 1942, he was crammed into the hold of a hell ship
and was brought to Camp Camoka in Japan. He worked in lead
mines 380 feet underground. He remained in this camp until
September 6 when he was freed by Russian forces.

He left Japan on Sept. 6, 1945 and arrived in the U.S. on
Oct. 14, 1945.

He carned a Presidential Citation with two Oak-Leaf
Clusters, a Purple Heart Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with
one Battle Star, Good Conduct Medal, Philippine Defense
Ribbon and American Defense Medal.

JACK SCHEIDECKER, born May 24, 1921 in Los
Angeles, CA. Attended Huntington Park High School and was
in the Los Angeles National Guard. Enlisted in the Army July
30, 1940 and was assigned to the 60th Coast Arty. Corp. and
then transferred to Hq. and Hq Btry. 1st Bn as communica-
tions sergeant.

‘Was taken prisoner May 6, 1942 on Corregidor and held
at 92nd Garage until moved to Camp 3 Cabanatuan on the
train, (box cars); From Camp 3 was taken to Japan on the ship
Mergota Maru. Was in Moji, Osaka, Tanagawa, Kyota and
Teruga prison camps. Liberated in Teruga 1945,
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Attended various colleges in subjects of overhead and
underground line construction, electrical power and genera-
tion. Employed by the Dept. of Water & Power from 1946 to
1977. Was lineman, foreman and retired as a field engineer.
Was an instructor for California Jr. Colleges for two years.
Soon after retiring went into business for himself as J&B
Electric Contractor. Retired from business in 1986.

Married Betty in 1946 and have two sons, Ron and Rick.
They enjoy three grandchildren, Danny, Jeff and Anamarie.

JOSEPH SCHOEBERT, born Nov. 14, 1914, Belleville,
IL. At age 16 1/2 years joined Co. K, 127th Inf., 32nd Div.,
‘Wisconsin National Guard, March 1931-March 1934,
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Enlisted U.S. Army, May 14, 1934, Ft. Sheridan, IL,
infantry. July 1, 1935 transferred to Air Corps, Scott Field, IL;
to Manila, P.I., Nichols Field, September 1939, weather
region.

Arrived Nichols Field, Oct. 1, 1939; to Clark Field, P.I.
April 1, 1941. Returned to Nichols Field Sept. 1, 1941; at
Nichols Field Dec. 8, 1941 to Bataan Dec. 24, 1941, Attached
forfood and administration to 5th Interceptor Sdn. Encamped,
castcoastabove hospital area; Infantry Provisional Bn. formed
in January 1942,

Went to West Coast of Bataan, February 1942. Japs had
landed behind lines at Agaloma Bay. Remained until Japs
defeated. Back to encampment area; there until Bataan fell,
April 9, 1942. Our group of men were advised by messages
from Gen. King of intended surrender April 8, 1942. Arrived
surrender area at 2300, located mid-point on Mariveles cut-off
road. T had no intention of surrendering. Next day, I awakened
early to begin “no surrender” operation. At 0900 found six
men who would not surrender. Information passed to us that
Japs would be in to take prisoners at 1000. We passed through
area. No one would join us. Located chow truck. Loaded with
food and were off to north. For 31 months I trekked northward
then to east and Pacific Ocean.

Contacted guerilla group who were in contact with
organization on New Guinea, who in the controlled submarine
voyages to all guerillas in Philippines. The second week of
October 1944, Nautilus arrived, departed on it. Then traveled
to Biac, New Guinea, then to Brisbane, Australia by C-47.
Arrived Nov. 1, 1944 to USA Jan. 19, 1945 five years and
three months after departure. Passed under Golden Gate
Bridge. No less than 10 American companions were captured
and interned for duration of WWIL. (My successful venture
would not have been possible if loyal Filipinos had not helped
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          Jack Owen Saunders   
          Army - 19th Air Base 

             Born Nov. 9, 1921, Chicago, IL
Jack volunteered Army Air Force, Nov. 29, 1939, Denver, CO. Cpl., ASN 6-953-618.
He was consigned March Field, CA to ship, by request to the Philippine Islands. Allotted guard and Military Police duties at Nichols Field, Luzon, promoted financing and gaming.

After Japanese bombing, an interisland boat transported the 19th Air Base to Bataan from Manila.  The trenched Air Force reassigned to infantry.  First and second battalion front, last defense, bay end of Orion-Bajac Line.  With  a wounded arm, Jack crept into no-man’s land, six times, to buy food from Filipinos. 

Later they retreated to near Mariveles.  At the surrender Jack was forced on the Death March back to O’Donnell.  He was forced to be a part of a labor detail by the Japanese; Gaypan, for bridge repair; Cabanatuan No. 3, farm labor.

As part of the second large contingent of American POWs (#1131-1332), Jack was placed on a hellship, leaving Manila (Bilibid Prison) and arrived on 2 Sept 1944 aboard the SS Canadian Inventor (the Mati Mati Maru) in Camp No 17.

Forced to mine coal, he suffered injuries in a cave in.  He weighed barely 120 pounds; the result of three years of worse than slave conditions.  Separated May 1, 1946.

Graduated Jr. College, 1951, married Viola M. Sanders, has a son and one grandson. Invested wisely, semi-retired comfortably in La Verne, CA.

Jack’s Obituary

Jack Owen Saunders, age 84 of LaVerne, California died August 8, 2006 at his home surrounded by his family. 

He was born on November 9, 1921 in Chicago, Illinois and was a La Verne, California resident for the past 32 years. Jack was a property management owner. He was a Veteran of the United States Air Force during World War II, a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and was a P.O.W. survivor.

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Viola Saunders of LaVerne, his grandson, Owen Saunders of LaVerne, his brother and sister-in-law, Gerald and Irma Sanders of Chino, CA and his nephew and his wife, Owen and Maria Matchell of Upland, CA. 

He was preceded in death by his son, Owen Steven Saunders and his brother and sisters, David, Rea Dawn, Bobbette and Yvonne.

