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43 years |
ago, life
changed

By Jay Joslyn

Joe W. True remembers Pearl Harbor. The Jap-
anese bombs that sank the USS Arizona in the
Hawalian harbor destroyed True's three-day pass
in a Manila hotel.

True, now of 1121 N. Waverly Pl was 21 on
Dec. 7, 1941. He had been in the Philippines since
May 20, 1940. He was a staff sergeant at Gen.
Douglas MacArthur's headquarters.

“It was about midnight when they
started pounding on doors telling all
military personnel to return to their 5
bases because the Japs had bombed
Pearl Harbor,” True, now a white-
haired 64, recalled in a recent inter- "
view. “I wasn't about to cut my pass
short until a couple of buddies remind-
ed me that I could be court-martialed
if 1 didn't go."

‘The hotel was about a mile from the

base, within the old walled portion of
the city.

“It was mass confusion,” he said

“There were rumors of an imminent
invasion. Trucks were being dis-

patched to the beach for sand. I spent Joe W. True
the rest of the night filling sandbags that were used for m
chinc-gun nests in the middle of the streets around headquar-
ters."

The US troops hardly were equipped for modern warfare,
‘True said. They had been issued World War I helmets and their
machine guns and rifles were of the same vintage.

“In the afternoon, we climbed the wall — about 35 feet high
— to watch two flights of 27 planes each flying overhead in per-
fect formation,” he said. “We all cheered. We thought the Navy
had come to our rescue, until they started bombing nearby Ni-
chols Field. The storage tanks burned for days. We could see the
flames."

‘The Philippines were as unprepared as Hawall apparently had
been.

There had been no drilling in aircraft recognition, even in
True's Army Air Corps squadron. The Civil Defense air raid si-
rens hadn't sounded until after the bombs started falling.

Until August, the air defense had amounted to obsolete pursuit
planes and bombers.

“I knew something was in the wind when our colonel was

Joe W. True (in background with wavy hair) sat In
the Malinta Tunnel on Corregidor after the Japa-
nese bombed Manifa. —US Army photograph

replaced by a brigadier and then a major general as C.0." he
*A wing of B-18s, some P-35s and P-38s started coming

‘The P-35s, outdated by US standards, had been sold to Swe-
den and had been taken off the docks in crates and sent to the
Philippines.

“When we uncrated them, they were marked with the Swed-
ish royal emblem,” he said. “Someone on the dock in San Fran-
cisco stopped a shipment of antifreeze because he figured it was
t00 hot in the Philippines for it. Without it, our P-385 had to stay
on the ground."

MacArthur instituted his “fallback” plan as soon as the bomb-
ing stopped. His line of defense was Corregidor, the island at the
entrance of Manila Bay, and the Bataan peninsula that formed
one arm of the harbor.

1t took three weeks to move the 32,000 troops off the island of
Luzon into the Bataan line.

‘The MacArthurs took up residence on Corregidor, where True
baby-sat 5-year-old Arthur at the mouth of Malinta Tunnel.

Manila was declared an open city on Christmas Eve, and in
February, MacArthur took his family and personal staff off the
island.

Bataan fell April 9, 1942, and the troops in their caves on Cor-
regidor heard rumors about the march in which 3,000 prisoners
died.

On April 26, the Japanese began nine days of continuous
bombing, strafing and shelling. On May 6, Corregidor fell.

“We were lined up in our tunnel. An officer, a sergeant and
two privates came in. The sergeant slapped everyone over 5 feet
3 — officers first. At my height, I got slapped a lot,"” the robust
6-footer recalled.
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“When we were released on Oct.
13, 1945, 1 was rated in class one
working order,” he said. “1 weighed
85 pounds, but they said * wa

cluss one working order
Last October, True returned to
Corregidor for the 40th anmersary
of the liberation of the Philippines.
He saw a re-enactment of Mac-
Arthuz's return to the island and was
int-oduced o President Ferdinnd E

Marcos.
But it was Corregidor that deliv-
ered the biggest impact of his visit.
“It felt strange to sit on the con-
crete ledge that had been my bed and
stand in the tunnel where the Japs
had slapped us,” he said.





