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No. 1 - Tanegashima and the Portuguese
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In the year 1543, a Chinese pirate ship was caught in a storm and wandered in the open sea for 23 days.
On September 23, it landed on an island called TANIXUMAH — in Japanese, Tanegashima, just south of
Kyushu, near the town of Maenohama.
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There were about 100 people on board, including three Portuguese men who would change Japan and
her military forever. Their names were Francisco Zeimoto, Antonio da Mota and Antonio Pexoto. The
young lord of the area, Tanegashima Tokitaka, was very much interested in the stories that these
Portuguese (aka "southern barbarians" in Japanese) had to tell about their own country, their ship, their
adventures on the seas, and the Chinese wares they had brought with them.
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What especially interested Tokitaka were the strange long objects that
these foreigners had — the arquebuses, or matchlock muskets. The

' Portuguese gave a demonstration of the firearm, by aiming at and

| hitting a target about 50 meters away. The noise, the smoke, and the
target being hit so far away, certainly must have made a great
impression on the islanders, and earning for the foreigners the greatest
awe and respect by their hosts! Tokitaka wanted to have this new

-~ weapon and paid around 2,000 ryo for a couple of them. Zaimoto, who
- was a very good shot with the arquebus, probably taught Tokitaka how
to use the gun as well as how to make gunpowder.
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The news of the arrival of the Portuguese travelers eventually reached the ears of Otomo Sorin, the
daimyo of Bungo, who lived in Funai (modern day Qita). Otomo wanted to meet these strange men and
learn more about their amazing weapons. Funai was eventually to become a center for international
trade with the Portuguese, and especially Jesuit missionary work, due to a famous priest who visited
there, Francis Xavier.
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In the months that followed, the Tanegashima blacksmiths learned how to make their own arquebus,
which they called a “Tanegashima Teppo.” This first gun was used to help Tokitaka when he invaded
Yakushima and probably helped him retake that island from an enemy clan.
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The word of the power of this new weapon traveled quickly throughout Japan, and to a man who would
become famous in Japan as one of the three great generals, and especially for his use of the matchlocks —
Oda Nobunaga. Nobunaga called the guns "a divine weapon" from the “southern barbarians,” and
supposedly he had 500 of them made immediately. He also ordered Toyotomi Hideyoshi to have the
nearby Kunitomo iron workers make a new kind of teppo, a larger gun, which would be known as the first
cannon (ishibiya) in Japan.
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% 8w || Thelapanese gunsmiths quickly learned how to make
=45 4= |1 and improve these new weapons — by 1613, there were
some 20,000 cannons and muskets in Japan! Great
military leaders like Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi
Hideyoshi and Tokugawa leyasu all benefited from the
use of a weapon introduced into Japan by a few
Portuguese men —a weapon that played a very
important part in unifying Japan.
AADHEO#FERIZ IS OH kg2 iE L
T, HFETLHHEZTSICFOELL, 1613
FEETIZ, K~ A7y MK 2 5 T2 A RIS
ol FVWET! AGEER., BEFHE LMIIFEED L9 RERLERGEEITE, Lolt=AD
RV IR > THRISHE SNIERABOFH TS AB/E Lz, BARZH—T5HZ LI
BWCOIEFICEEREHE R LTEREGETT,

Written and produced by:
Master English Conversation School

VAY —HR5EHE
R TRZRET 1-17 4F  0956-24-0780

©2016 Wes Injerd



