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No. 2 - The First Englishman to Japan — Samurai and Hatamoto
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The first Englishman to come to Japan was a British ship pilot named William Adams. He was born in 1564 in a town just
east of London. In June 1598, he piloted a Dutch ship, the Liefde, heading on a voyage around the world. It encountered a
storm off the eastern shores of Kyushu and was driven to the coast off Bungo where they anchored. After recovering from
sickness, Adams along with about 20 other survivors went ashore near modern-day Usuki. The date was April 19, 1600.
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He was taken to Tokugawa leyasu and questioned about many things,
especially why the English and Dutch were at war with the Spanish and
Portuguese. The ship Adams piloted was brought to leyasu and the 19
cannons with muskets and ammunition on board were confiscated. Jesuit
records say that these very cannons were used at the Battle of Sekigahara
and helped leyasu gain the advantage.
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Adams became quite close to leyasu and taught him "some points of
geometry and understanding of the art of mathematics with other things."
Those other things were no doubt geography, navigation, shipbuilding, and
scientific advances in Europe. leyasu was so impressed that he never
contradicted what Adams taught him. leyasu changed Adams' name to Miura
Anjin and gave him a large estate with nearly 100 servants, located near
. present-day Yokosuka, essentially making Adams a lord over the Japanese.
+ The knowledge leyasu received from Adams had a great influence on how he
guided the Japanese people.
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Adams built two ships for leyasu. The first one was an 80-ton ship in 1605 or so, which Adams used to map part of the
coast of Japan, helping in navigation for trade ships. Two years later he built another ship of 120 tons, which leyasu gave to
be used to take a Spanish diplomat to Mexico.
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In September 1609, Adams had such favor with leyasu that he was able to obtain trading privileges for the Dutch in the
town of Hirado (called Firando then) in northwestern Kyushu. This act by an Englishman helped the Dutch to establish their
VOC Trading Office, producing lasting effects for both the Dutch and the Japanese. Until Perry opened the doors of Japan,
over 600 Dutch ships would visit Dejima in Nagasaki for trade. The influence of Rangaku is inestimable. A fellow shipmate
of Adams, Jan Joosten, became middleman for Dutch-Japanese trade and profited greatly. leyasu made him the only
"Dutch samurai" in Japan; a section in Tokyo is named after him, called Yaesu.
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In 1610, after the chief interpreter to leyasu, Portuguese Jesuit Jodo
Rodriques, was expelled from Japan, Adams became interpreter and trade
negotiator for leyasu. Adams, a Protestant, warned leyasu of the
machinations of the Roman Catholic Jesuits, which had a great influence on
the eventual closing of Japan to the Portuguese.
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Having heard about Adams' story, the English sent three ships to Japan in April 1611 to open trade between the two
countries. On June 12, 1613, the Clove, commanded by Captain John Saris, entered Hirado harbor -- the first British ship to
enter Japan. Adams was summoned and together with Saris went to Suruga to visit leyasu to obtain trading privileges. This
was granted, and in November 1613, the English set up a trading factory at Hirado. Adams was second in charge, after
Richard Cocks, who later wrote an interesting history on the English settlement.
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After leyasu died in 1616, Adams continued a good friendship with leyasu's son, Hidetada. Adams married Oyuki, the
Christian daughter of a merchant in Tokyo, Magome Kageyu. Their marriage produced a son named Joseph and a daughter
named Susanna.
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Adams died in Hirado on May 16, 1620, and was buried there. A memorial was later built for him in
Hemi-mura (now called Anjin-zuka), overlooking Yokosuka. His wife was said to have been buried
there 14 years later. A district in Tokyo was named after him, called Anjin-cho. Adams, known as the
"English samurai," lived an amazing life as a “shipbuilder, cartographer, diplomatic negotiator,
trader and hatamoto (bannerman) under the Tokugawa shogunate,” (Corr) and noted by Cocks as
"having such favour with two emperors [shogun] of Japan as never was any Christian in these parts
of the world."
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