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HOID FOR RELFASE HOLD FOR RELFASE
DECFMBER 9, 1941

CAUTTON: The following address of the President, to be broadcast
from the White House, MUST BE HELD IN CONFIDENCE until releasged,

NOTHE: Release to editions of all newspapers appearing on the
atreets NOT EARIIER TEAN 10:00 P.M,, E.S,T., December 9, 1941. The
seme rolesge of the text of the address also applies to radio an-
nouncers and news commentators.

CARE MUST BE EXERCISED TO FREVENT FREMATURE PUBLICATION,

STEFPHEN EARLY
Secretary to the Presldent

The sudden criminal attacks perpetrated by the
Japenese in the Pacific provide the climax of a decade

of international immorality.

Powerful and resourceful gangstera have banded
together to meke war upon the whole human race. Their
challenge hes now been flung at the Unlted States of
America, The Japanese have treacherously viclated the
longstanding peace between us, Many American soldlers
end sailore have been killed by enemy action. American
ships have been sunk, American sirplanes have been

deatroyed.

The Congress snd the people of the United States
have accepted that challenge.,

Together with other free peoples, we are now
fighting to meintain ouwr right to live among our world
neighbors in freedem and in commen decency, without Iear

of assault,

I heve prepered the full record of our past re-
letiona with Japen, end it will be submitted to the Congress.
It begins with the visit of Commodore Perry to Jepen elghty-
elght years ago. It ends with the visit of two Japanessc -
cmissaries to the Sccretary of State lest Sunday, an hour
aftor Jeapanese forces had lcosed thelr bombs and machine
guns ngeinst our flag, our forces end our citizens.

T can say with utmeost cenfidence that no Americens
today or a thousand yeasrs hence, need feel anything but
pride in our patience and owr efforts through all the
years toward achieving a peace in the Pacific which would
be feir and honoreble to every nation, lerge or emsll.

And no honest person, todey or a thousand years hencs,
will be able to suppress a sense of indignation end horror
at the treachery committed by the military dictatges of
Japan, under the very shadow of the flag of peece borne
by their epeciel envoys in our midst,
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The course that Japan has followed for the past ten
years in Asia has paralleled the course of Hitler and 4
Mussolini in Burope and Africa, Today, it has become far
more than a parallel., It is collaboration so well ecalculated
that all the continents of the world, and all the OC eans,
are now considered by the Axis strategists as one gigantie
battlefield, !

In 1931, Japan invaded Manchukuo — without warning.
In 1935, Italy invaded Ethiopia — without warning.
In 1938, Hitler occupied Austria — without warning.

In 1939, Hitler invaded Czecho—Slovakia — without
WArniTng.

Later in 1939, Hitler invaded Poland — without warning,

In 1940, Hitler invaded Norway, Denmark, Holland,
Belgium and Luxembourg — without warning.

In 1940, Italy attacked France and later Greecce —
without waming.

In 1941, the Axis Powers attacked Jugoslavia and Greece
and they dominated the Balkans — without warning.

In 1941, Hitler invaded Russia — without warning.

And now Japan has attacked Malaya and Thailand —
and the United States — withoubt warning.

It is all of one pattern,

We are now in this war. We are all in it.— all the
way. Bvery single man, woman and child is a partner in the
most tremendous undertaking of our American history. We must
sharec together the bad news and the good news, the defeats and
the victories — the changing fortunces of war.

So far, thc news has all been bad, We hawve suffered
a4 serious set—back in Hawaii. Our forces in the Philippines,
wiiich include the brave people of that Commonwealth, are
taking punishment, but are defending themsclves vigorously,

The reports from Guam and Wake znd Midway Islands are still
confused, but we must be prepared for the announcement that all
these three outposts have been seized,

The casuzslty liets of these first few days will
undoubtedly be large, I deeply feel the anxiety of all families
of the men in our armed forces and the relatives of people in
citles which have boen bombeds I can only give them my sclemn
promise that they will get news just as quickly as possible,

This Government will put its trust in the stamina of
tha American people, and will give the facts to the publie
as soon as two conditions have been fulfilled: first, that
the information has been definitely and officially cenfirmed;
end, sccond, that the rclease of the information at the time
it is received will not prove valuable to the enemy directly
or indirectly.
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Most earnestly I urge my countrymen to reject all
rumors, These ugly little hints of complete disaster fly
thieck and fast in war-time., They have to be examined and
appraised,

As an example, I can tell you frankly that until
further surveys are made, I have not sufficient information
to state the exact damage which has been done to our naval
vessels at Pear]l Harbor., Admittedly the damage is serious.
But no one can say how serious, until we know how much of
this damage can be repaired and how quickly the necessary
repairs can be made,

I cite as another exampls a statement made on Sunday
night that a Japanese carrier had been located and sunk off
the Canal Zone. And when vou hear statements that are at-
tributed to what they call "an authoritative source", you
can be reasonably sure that under these war circumsiances
the "authoritative source" was not any person in aunthority,

Many rumors and reports which we now hear originate
with enemy sources. For instance, today the Japanese are
¢laiming that as a result of their one action against Hawaii
they have gained naval supremacy in the Pacific. This is an
old trick of propaganda which has been used innumerable times
by the Nazis. The purposes of such fantastic claims are, of
course, to spread fear and confusion among us, and to goad
us intb revealing military information which our enemies
are desperately anxious to obtain, :

Our government will not be caught in this obvious
trap —- and neither will our people.

Tt must be remembered by each and every one of us
that our free and rapid communication must be greatly
restricted in war-time, It is not possible to receive full,
speedy, accurate reports from distant areas of combat.

This is particularly true where naval operations are concerned,
For in these days of the marvels of radio it is often impossible
for the Commanders of wvarious units to report their activities
by radio, for the very simple reason that this informatiocn
would become available to the enery, and would disclose their
position and their plan of defense or attack,

Of necessity there will be delays in officially
confirming or denying reports of operations but we will not
hide facts from the country if we know the facts and if the
enemy will not be aided by their disclosure.

To all newspepers and radio stations == all those
who reach the eyes and ears of the American people -= 1
gay this: you have a mast grave responsibility te the
nation now and for the duration of this war,

If you feel that your government is not disclosing
eriough of the truth, you have every right to say so. But —
in the absence of all the fects, as revealed by officisl
sources -- you have nc right to deal out unconfirmed reports
in such a way as to make people believe they are gospel truth,

Every citizen, in every walk of life, shares this
same responsibility. The lives of our soldiers and sallors --
the whole future of this nation =- depend upon the manner in
which each and every one of us fulfills his obligabtion to
our country.
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Now & word sbout the recent past -- and the future,
A yeer snd & half has elapeed gince the fall of France, when
the whole world first realized the mechanized might which the
Axig natione had been building for so many yeers, America
has used that year and a half to great edvantege. Inowing
that the attack might reach us in all too short a tlme, we
immediately begen greatly to inereese our Industrial strength
end our capaclty to meet the demands of modern werfare.

Precious monthe were gained by sending vast quentities
af our war meterial to the nations of the world still able to
resist Axis sgmression, Our policy rested on the fundamental
truth that the defense of any country resisting Hitler or
Japen was in the long run the defenss of our own country.

That policy has been Justified, It has given us time, in-
valusble time, to build our Americen assembly lines of pro-
ducticon,

Agsembly lines sre now in operation. Cthers ars
being rushed to completlon., A steady strean of tanks and
planes, of gune and ships, of shells end equipment ==
that is what these eighteen months have given us.

But it 1s all only & beginning of what has to De
done. We must be set to face & long war againet crafiy and
powerful bandits., The attack at Pearl Harbor can be repeated
st any one of meny points in both oceens and along both our
coast lines and against all the rest of the Hemisphere.

Tt will not only be a long war, it will be a hard
war., That is the basis on which we now lay all our plans.
That is the yardstick by which we measure what we shall need
snd demsnd; money, meterisls, doubled and guadrupled produc=
tieon -- ever-increasing, The production must be not only for
cur own exrmy and navy snd alr forces. It must reinforce the
other srmies end navies and air forces fighting the Nazis and
the war lerds of Japan throughout the Americes snd the world,

I have been working today on the subJect cf produc-
tion, Your govermment has declded on two broad pollcies,

The first is to speed up all existing prﬂducﬁiqn'hr
working en a seven day week basis In every war industry, in-
cluding the production of cesential rayw materials.

The second pelley, now being put into form, ig to
yush additiens to the capecity of production by bullding more
new plants, by adding to old plents, end by using the many
emeller plente for waor needs,

Over the hard rosd of the pest monthe, we heve at
times met ebotacles and difficulties, divisicns and ddaputes,
indifference and cellousness, That is now all past -- end,
I am sure, forgotten,

The fact is that the country now has an organigation
in Washington built eround men end wamen wio are recognized
experts in their own fields, I think the country knows that
the people who ere sctually responsible in each end every
one of these many fields are pulling together with & toamvork
that has never before been excelled.

On the road shead there lies hard work -- gruelling
work -- day end night, eveory hour and every minute.
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I was about to add that shead there lies sacrifice
for all of us.

But it 1s not correct to use that word. The United
States does not consider it a sacrifice to do dll one can, ' ‘
to give one's best to our nation, when the nation is fighting
for its exdstence and its fubture life.

It 1s not a sacrifice for any man, old or young,

to be in the Army or the Navy of the United States. Rather
is it a privilege,

It is not a sacrifice for the industrialist or the
wage—earner, the farmer or the shopkeeper, the trainman eor the
Al doctor, to pay more taxes, to buy more bonds, to forecgo
extra profits, to work longer or harder a2t the task for
which he is best fitted. Rather is it a priwvilecge.

o 1 It is not a sacrifice to do without many things to
f’ it | which we are accustomed if the natlonal defense calls for
| doing without,

A review this morning leads me to the conclusicn
_ that at present we shall not have to curtail the nermal
1 articles of food. There is enough food fer all of us and
| enough left over to send to those who are fighting on the
| same side with us,

= Wi:' There will be a elear and definite shortage of
‘1 metals of many kinds for eivilian use, for the very good
' reason that in our inereased program we shall need for war
purposes more than half of that portion of the prineipal
metals which during the past year have gone into articles :
=] for eivilian use., We shall have to give up many things entirely.

.E?GK I am sure that the people in every part of the nation
: are prepared in their individual living to win this war, I
~ am sure they will cheerfully help to pay a large part of its

Te3 financial cost while it goes ons I am sure they will cheerfully
;?.! give up those material things they are asked to give up.
il I am sure that they will retain all those great
Jusi spiritual things without which we cannot win through.
=
Wi
= I repeat that the United States can aceept no result
;!u save victory, final and complcte, HNot only must the shame
%iéaﬁ of Japanese treachery be wiped out, but the sources of
=y international brutality, wherever they exist, must be absolutely
”;§5E and finally broken.
38
!;gﬂi In my message to the Cgongress ycesterday I said that
- we 'will meke wvery certain that this fom of treathery
hsa shall never endanger us again', In order to achieve that
=S certainty, we must begin the great task that is before us
:;rz by abandoning once and for 211 the illusion that we ean ever
F;EF again iseclate ourselves from the rest of humanity.
thJ

In these past few years — and, most vioclently, in
the past few days — we have learned a terrible lessen.
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It 15 our obligation to our dead — it is our sacred
obligation to their children and our children — that we must
never forget what we have learned.
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I was about toc add that ahead there lies sacrifice
for all of uss

But 1t is not correct Lo use that word. The United
States does not consider it a sacrifice to do 211 one can,
to give ocne's best to our nation, when the natioen is fighting
for its existence and its future life,
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It is not a sacrifice for any man, old or young,
to be in the Army or the Navy of the United States. HRather
is it a privilege.
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It is not a saecrifice for the industrialist or the
wage—earner, the farmer or the shopkeeper, the trainman or the
doctor, to pay more taxes, to buy more bonds, to forego
extra profits, to work longer or harder at the task for
which he is best fitted. Rather is it a privilege.

It is not a sacrifice to do without many things to
which we are accustomed if the national defense calls for
doing without,

A review this morning leads me to the conclusion
that at present we shall not have to curtail the normal
articles of food, There is enough foed for all of us and
eniough left over to send to those who are fighting on the
same side with us,

There will be a clear and definite shortage of
metals of many kinds for eivilian use, for the wvery good
reason Lhat in our increased program we shall need for war
purposes more than half of that portion of the principal
metals which during the past year have gonc into articles
for civilian use, We shall have to give up many things entirely.

I am sure that the people in every part of the nation
are prepared in their individual living to win this war. 1
am sure they will cheerfully help to pay a large part of its
financial cost while it pgoes on. I am sure they will cheerfully
give up those material things they are asked to give up.

I am sure that they will retain all those great
spiritual things without which we cannot win through.

I repeat that the United States can accept no result
save vicltory, final and complete, Not only must the shame
of Japanese treachery be wiped out, but the sourees of
international brutality, wherever they exist, must be absolutely
and finally broken, |

In my message to the Congress yesterday I said that
we "will make very certain that this form of treachery
shall never endanger us again", In order to achieve that
certainty, we must begin the preat task that is before us
by abandoning once and for all the illusion that we can ever
again lsclate ourselves from the rest of humanity.,

In these past few years — and, most violently, in
the past few days — we have learned a terrible lesson.

It 1s our obligation to our dead — it is our sacred
oblipation to their children and our children — that we must

never forget what we have learned.
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And what we all have learned is this:

‘ There is no such thing as security for any nation ==
or any individual -- in a world ruled by the principles of
gangsterism.

There is no such thing as imprepnable defense against
powerful aggressors who sneak up in the dark and strike

without warning,

We have leamed that our ocean-girt hemisphere is
' not immune from severe attack —-— that we cannot measure
our safety in terms of miles on any map.

We may acknowledge that our enemies have performed a
i - brilliant feat of deception, perfectly timed and exscuted

1 with great skill, It was a thoroughly dishonorable deed,

1 but we must face the fact that modern warfare as conducted

h in the Nazi manner is a dirty business, We don't like it —

' we didn't want to pet in it —- but we are in it and we're
going to fight it with everything we've got,

| I do not think any American has any doubt of our
' ability to administer proper punishment to the perpetrators
! of these crimes,

w Your government knows that for weeks Germany has
been telling Japan that if Japan did not attack the United

States, Japan would not share in dividing the spoils with

| Germany when peace came, She was promised by Germany that

| if she came in she would receive the complete and perpetual
‘ control of the whole of the Pacific area -- and that means

1 not only the Far Fast, not only all of the Islands in the

1 Pacific, but also a stranglehold on the west coast of North,

! | Cartral and South America,

1| We 2lso know that Germany and Japan are conducting
-j their military and naval operations in accordance with a joint
| plan. That plan considers all peoples and nations which are
not helping the Axis powers as common enemies of each and
| every one of the Axis powers,

That is their simple and obvious grand strategy. That
is why the American people must realize that it can be matched
only with similar grand strategy, We must realize for example
‘ that Japanese successes against the United States in the
Pacific are helpful to German operations in Libya; that any
German success against the Caucasus is inevitably an assistance ;
to Japan in her operations against the Dutch Fast Indies; that
a German attack against Algiers or liorocco opens the way Lo
| a German attack against South America.
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On the other side of the picture, we must learn %o
| know that guerilla warfare against the Germans in Serbia helps
1 1s; that a successful Russian offensive against the Germans
helps usj and that British successes on land or sea in
' any part of the world strengthen our hands,

| Remember always that Germany and Italy, regardless of
1 any formal declaration of war, consider themsleves at war with
the United States at this moment just as much as they consider

s: Fireside Chat on War with Japan, December 9, 1941
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E: themsleves at war with Britain and Russia. #And Germany puts
o3 all the other Republics of the Americas into the category of
= enemies. The people of the Hemisphere can be honored by that.
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The true goel we seck is far above and beyond the
ugly £ield of battle., When we resort to force, as now we
- mist, we are determined that this force shall be directed
toward ultimate gpod as well 83 sgainst immediate evil. We
Americans are not destroyers -- wo =re bullders.

We dre now in the midst of a wer, not for conguegt,
not for vengeance, but for s world in which this nation, and
all thet thle natlion represents, will be safe for our children,
We expect to eliminate the danger from Japan, but it would
gerye us 111 if we accomplished that and foimd that the rast
of the world was dominated by Hitler and Mussolinid,

We sre going to win the war and we are going to win
the peace that follows,

And in the dark houra of this day -- and through
dark days that may be yet to come -- we will kmow that the
vast majority of the members of the human race are on our
gide. Many of them sre fighting with us. All of them are
prajing for us, For, in representing owr cause, we represent
theirs as well -- our hope and thelr hope for liberty under

God.
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