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UPON THE.REVELATION., . 11

Vito which in thelaft place weemuft adde diligent meditation ; and ardent.
prayer, that the Spirit of God whourevealed thele myfteries to Iohw, do enligh-
teo the eyes of our mindes with heavenly knowledgeto finde cat the -wifedome
of thisBooke. For bleffed is bee that readssh : - and bleffed- ave they that beare the
words of this Prophefie, and keepe thems, that is, which diligently meditate, and la- Rev. 1. 3.
bour exadly to weigh thele oracles in an equall ballance, with the events|&**7 4
paft, prefent, and to come. . . - T . ,

a t o

Ch A-?i‘“F R. *‘fI'»V;.’ ‘ ]

Toushing Ina'mt and Modeim Interpretm 'of the Kwe-
lation , and of the manmer of Interpreting ob-
L

I Havefpoken of the Authour, and Canonicall Authority, and obfeutity of the
Revelation, andfhewed thatin thefe things is nothing to hinder us from the
| interpretation thereof, S R j

The obje&tion about the Interpreters is of no weight. 1 confefle that not a
few Divines of great account, as Lusher, Melanchthon, Bucer, M attyr, Calyin,
BeZa, and others bave abftained fram the Interpretation of the ’I{evclaticn.
But this neither doth leffen the adthority of the Booke, neither’ doth it preju-
dice other Interpreters : forwho knowes, whither the darkenefle of the Book;
of their other waighty labours, or want of time did occafion the fame, certaine it
is, they no way queftioned the adthority of the Booka. e

In the meane while , inall Agésthere have beenc excellent Teachers of the
Church, who have laboured to illuftrate the fecrets of this Booke by theit| -
Commentaries. - - a o o a

"The Ancienteft that have writtén'nponthe Revelation, are Iufline Martyr;
and Irenesss Bifhop of Lyons, and Melsto of Sardis, as lerome and Esfebims record.
But their Commentaries have not been preferved untill our times: fave onely ,
that fome few fragments of this fature touching the zen hormes Zrlx Beaft, the] g“ﬁ lib. 5.
two borned Beafl, of the image, Charaflter, Nwmber and Name of the Beast arifing| " +%35" |
ontof theSea, arefoundin IRExzus Lib. 5. Cap.21.23.2¢. °

Among eAugxftins workes wee finde afew Homilies apon the Revelation,
which notwitbﬁanding are afcribed to Ticonims by Bede, who himfelfe alfo hath
commented fome things upon the Apecalpps. t

But Axstine in that divine Commentary de Civiraré Dei endeavours tofearch | . . o,
nota few myfteries of this Booke, touching Gog and eMagog, touching the C’D.:ﬁ'.dp-
thonfand yeeres of Satans binding and loofing ; of the firft and fecond Refurvettion, | 5. wie. ad

18

In vitalo-
banns,

of the Saints reiE:mg with Chrift a thoufand yeers, of the fire falling from heaven
and devouring the ungodly, of the cafting of the devill and bss followers into the lake
of fre, oftbedead, which the Sea, Death, and Hell, (hall giveupto bejudged,| -
and laftly touching the New Heavenand the New Earth, &c. ‘ 1

Wee have alfo fome what upon the Revelation under the name of eAfm-
brofé : but it may plainely bee gathered from the worke it {elfe, that it islater
then eAmbrofe.

In the latter Ages among «Honkes and Schoolemsen , almoft no Booke hath
bad fo raany Interpreters, as the Apocalyps, feeing no manbut thoughtita fine
thing to exercife his wit in the openin omch dark Enigmaes, either for often-
tation fake, or to delight him(elfe with Allegories, a long Catalogue of which,
evenabove an hundred, as well of fuch asare extant, asnot, thatupftart Inter- Ale
preter, before mentioned, hath reckoned up. And among thefe hee commends V‘];’{‘:;.
foure Manu-feripts which he found in the Libraries of Spaine. Vndoubtedly | Nuz. 26,
our Germaxy bath more. I have feenea compendious Expofition of Iohns Re- lem.
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{ ratie of two big Volumes, -writtena little before that tinie by Richerd Fabor
'l of Landenburg an Awgwftinian,. . .-+ .

| rees, "Nicolaps Collado, 70243»& Foxns, Beneditlns Aretins, Matihias Llyricus,

' 'gl'ihman,.Rapb@éZ‘}E‘%lmw, Conradus Graferus a Germaog, Jobannes Piftator,

Ma.s, 26, man difeafed with an iffue of blood : that fee kad fuffered many ibings of the Phy-

THE AVTHOUVRS - PREPACE
 welation written inthoyeere 486, by Iohenner Hilien a Franicifcane  whid/al-
fo, (as they fay )’ foretold many other thingseo L. 0 0
- At Heidelbengin the Librariebf W 1580 oms Colledgeis extant 2 Commen-

Lastber alfo publifbed a (hort Commentary upon the Apocalyps at Wircherg
Anno. 1¢28. fent untohim out of Livonia, having no name unito it : thewhich
Conr, Gefnerns inhis Bibliotheca afcribethunto fobn Huffe. Butit plainly sp-
peareth to be more ancient.” The Poftill of Lyra afcribes the prologue of that
nameleffe Authour, which bgpinnethahusy o #4 that will live godly , &c. unto
Gilbertus Pictavienfis, who flourithed under the Emperour Canradus about the
yser 1340. Butbyl not to be fo ancient, for the Au- |
thour there difputing »- teftifies, that hee wrote in the |,
yeer, from the Incarnatioror Lorit, 1397 wbich, faithhe, s our prefent dace.
He often exprefly interpreteth the Papacy for ‘Antichrifts kingdo r,the Pope for
Antichrift : which thereforg I rebearle, leaftany might imagime, that wee were
the firft Auchours of this opinion. Yea Pope Gregory abavea x000. yeers ago
doubted not confidently to fay , that that Pric é\ould_ be Antichriit, or his
‘Forerunner, wha fhould arrogage the Tit}? £ VN1versaL unto himelf, whicha |

ne ”'Li Bitheps o &p(ne themlelyes diddve, Butof

while after , as-is knowns, A

this more in its, place.
eAlcafqr allo hath rak

L ¢

his own?bgdcro‘ " ,'D . f‘fv . ell,{rl , ha T
" But of osrs not a few Divines of excellent learning , have in the foregoing age
, put their handsto isPrO‘g‘helEg;L among, whom. notwithftanding in n%y judg%,.

* ment Henry Baflinger of Helpetiais moft ¢mipent, whom almoft all do fullow, ‘s
' David (bytransy e Alfonna Cupradng, Francifns Lambertss,. Scbafbianus M cye-

dsogedier masy Tarter Writers opon this Booke , of

Avriopass, Francifeus Innius: Daniel Toffanss.

Angnflinus Matloratus, Pern paus, F
é of late in this our age (é/)ﬂ?(‘?i‘{ ,aScotchman, Thomas Brighman aa En-

An

atthiss Hoé,.
have not feene. e N
- But thou wiltfay , to whatend are all thefe named 2 To wit to fhew what I
purrofcd, that nothing of the au,_tﬁo'rity of this Booke is hereby diminifhed, be-
caule ( ashath binobjetled) {ome worthy Divines have abftained from inter-
preting the {ame. ‘ -

Touching the manner of interpretation, which every of them bath fullowed,
and whether, being {o many, they have effetted what they defired and oughtto
havedone: woulg be too long to explicatc; ‘neither is it to the purpofe in hand.
This one thing perhaps may be affirmed without injurie to any of themall , that
to this Booke E‘ath bappened, what the Evangelift Marké writeth of the wo-

witbia Copterins'a French man, with others whom I

[itians, and it availed ber nothing, bus fhe besanse much worfe : . perbaps not fo much
by reafon of the Phyfitians unskilfullnefle , as the incurablencﬂgs of the difeafe,
namely the healing thereof being referved for to illuftrate the glory of Chrift.
For while {o many (every one following the force and reafon of his own wit)
have uttered fuch various things touching thefe gnigmaticall Vifions, pioufly in-
deed,as I fuppofe, yet little cobering with them!elves, or with the fcope or
meaning of the Holy Ghoft : it is come to paffe, that indeed there are extant an

rent man-
per of in-i

terpresing. |

heap of Commentaries upon this Booke, every of which promifetha new light
unto the Prophefie , whereas the obfcurity thereof is not onely not leflened
thereby , but in fome places allo more darkened.  For fome applie the &-
nigmaes of the Revelation unto the Hiftory of the Ancient Church: Oubers di-
ver@ly unto the continued period of the New Chusch: Oubers in every particular
bave

v v
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bave imagined unto. themfelves myfticall meanings;, thinking, as the faying is,
that under cvery roed al things into tropes and mo-
rall Allegories : ically to prefage and find outfu-
ture things, even more tnen was iswiuu 10t e to ksow : yea hardly among fo
many (which commonly is {aid of Chronicles) thon fhalt find two or three
agree : which " difagreement verily ‘angues that the difficultie of the Bookeis
not yet by fo gréat variety of Authowrs wholly takeh wway, but rather encreafed:

.pot {o much bya bhmmrmLi%:OMe:eﬁ Iocerpréters ; asin’regard of the
Pro

incomprebenfible wifdome of t phefie it felfe : the full revelation whereof
is undoubxedly referved uhto the inanifeltation of Cheift our Lord. =

Notwit ite not thefe things touching Interpreters, as if T wonkd
detra& amr the labours of fo many leatned men, or thonght that by
.their labou efe myfteries were broughe to light or explicared : and
that ] at Jength in ali thefe Emgmaes,bad (asthe {aying is) hit the;paile on the
head. Farbeit: forIdoubt notin theleaft, but thata great part of thefe Types
by fotegoing and prefeit eventsare fo manifeftly brought to lighe, that the
m of them may dAﬂy hoa {eene and felr_af furh. whn. acthe HQ]Y Ghoft re-
quireth (78 reU’y §e00 7 profefle that
1 have bin very much hel m, efpecially
Bullingers and Brighimans; ‘INOW WDt 1 Turtner juugc toucing we whole form.

method, arid manner of interpreting the Revelarion, I will by and by {hew,

e,

'~

[BA . !
: v CHapPTER. V..
. Of the dignity, time, profit, ani[cope of this Prophefis.

IOHavc {poken of the Auttionr and- aithority , of the. obfeurity and Interpreters

f the Revelation ;. and thus ] have: freed this Bobke from a three-fold flander:
firftasif it were not Canonicall: fecondly obleure, as not to be underftood: third-
ly of negleét , a5 if for tliis caufe the worthieft Divineshad hitherto {hunned the
interpretation thereof. e . '

There remaine two other fcandalstobe taken away: oneof theerder that
this Booke is the laft of the New T'eftament : :the 'otber. of erranr: thatit con-
raines fomethings not agreeable to Apoftollicall Faith: both thefe clouds will be

difperfed by the confideration of the dignity of this Prophefie, which (like the
Morning Starre above the reft) fhinethmoft clearely. among the other Bookes
of the New Teftament. e )

W hat therefore refpe@s the Order, {o facre isit from diminifhing the worth
of the Booke in any kind , asitthe more commendeth the fame... For it isin
very deed adivine Seale , by whichthe Holy Ghoft was pleafed , not without

on, to clofe up both the Old and the New Canon &f the divine Scriptures:
which manifeftly appeareth from tbat propheticall Proteftation at thee of the
Booke, by which fuchare pronounced leffed who obferve the words of this
Prophefie: the falfifiers on the contrary that prefume to.adde or take onght
there-from , are threatned with curfes : for snto therm that adde , God fhall adde
the plagues that ave written in this Booke 2 t0thems thas 1ake away , God Jhall
take away his pars ows of the Booke of Life, and oss.of the HorY C17Y%,
and from the things that are writsen in this Bookg, W hat could be exprefled more
hogourable concerning this Propbefie : forif it be unlawfull to adde ought ther-
to: then certainly in all refpeds it is ablolute, perfec, divine, and the word of
God, unto which nothing without impiety may bee added by men, A-

aine if nothing may be taken away from the fame, then it is Sacred, inviolable,
ivine, and the woxz of God , which onely cannor beebroken. Thus we {ce that

R ]

&w.zuﬁ‘ -

The Cawo-
nx'cd AN=
thority of |
tbe Reve-

lation con-
Jfrmed from
the order
thereofe
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Who ;:;‘.
sbrifefbonid
be, Zucﬂn-
nedbeespixs
o5 and the
Papifls,

bePapifts
rift.

;jEription
F, w

‘Antichrs
defcribed by
:ehe Prote=

F’ﬂm:.

fomnded, fFablifhedand erelled

JaB peflilence, defiledthe fea of Rome.

A COMMENTARIE VPON THR ‘

things confidered, I fuppofe that the third opinion touching the Beaft-Antichrif
is fu!%igicndy confirmed. Notwithftanding,
&ory toany: fuch then I onely defire thar they will reft.isi the réalons laid down,
untill they heare /obn himlelfe in Chap.17. give the interpretation of this myfte-
rie. For from that fountain the fence of this place is to be drawn, iowfoever thofe

interpreters feens to me inconfiderate,who apply all the myfteries of that place to
this here,for thiey ought to obferve,that the {pirit doth y and in great wif-

dom produce this monftre in foure diftin&

fixt) ot fiffering diverfe and different things, that the former things ma
the x:gf‘eng:aﬂy be known by the larter. : y

And hitherto indeed fuch of the Papifts agree with our interpreters , who ac-
knowledge Antichrift wo be noted by this Beqf whither wholly confidered, or in

one of his beads.
But we difagree in judgement about the
omt by this Beaff.
‘The Papifts(tha

by an evill {pirit,and to be borne of a Iew

whom the lews {hall acknow. for their Meffias,and who (as they fay) in the
fgace’ Of three years and fix moweths {hall fubduc all the kingdoms of the world, yea
theR

orane Empire alfo (but yet ot take

duce the whiole éarth,rebuild the temple of Zerafalem, fit and reign there : he fhall
reftore Xome, which ten Kings (having thruft out the Pope) ba%n

there he thall reign and fiterally fulfill all things which here are recorded of both
Beafts. Touching thé vanity of which fabulous opinion(which al may fee was for- |
ged for the deftrulion of the Chriftian world) we have fpoken enough before on

Chap. 9. and 11.

Qur Divines on the afficme; that no man is more evidently reprefented
by this toft manftrous Beaft then the Papall Empire of Pope of R ome : of whom .
Alphonfiss Mantnaiess dnsvritcth:lo:( ith be) b. g to deferibe eAntichrifts rave-
1084 ex1971i08,C) yememons age againft ¢ 15783 s ot sender the monftross smage |
s il e by g
ture,hmt ome in vobawss spas conteined the fierceneffe of all wilde beasts, By this Beaft there-
fove Antichrift is andonbtedly to be snderflood : whenfoever then Ansichrif is mentionedy

of a borvible Beafl.which

we neednos [eek him in Babilon,but in the bead

&c.Furthermore, ! 3¢ ot whe be [hewld be [ave the Pope,whofe kin
we compare with the things Spoken in Daniel ?
that it 3 be who ﬁ‘laj ¥s all the parts of e Ansichrift, &,

Alcafars This opinion feems indeed to Aafar to
reafons an-| inthe ]
fiwered. | by his tdle and foolifh reafons.

the ancicit Bifkiops of. Rose were got guil
with which afterward the i i

war apainft the

burch by the

(the Tews ceafing )the Gentiles became the Church, Bae the confequence whichhe {
fi oﬂ;th,ls falfe, viz.that the transforrine of the Church unto the Gentilesisnot }
deferibéd till in Ch. 1. for what wag the '
before treated of in Ch.p1? Wherefore it

by tlié inftigation of the Dragow made was agaunre the Church troaden down by the

lat the Pope might not be fufpe@ed to be he) feign fuch an An-
tichrift(as we have more then once before {poken of: to wit) a certaine few begot

»but rather be himfelf isiridiculous in g!egivizg I!:th himfelf and others

¢ 45 apparent ({aith he) thas the Popes anthorizy, ie
owhd by Cbrist omr Lord, Asif forfooth whapt}ocver fecmes
tight andﬁagparcn; to them,muft needs be true &certain. W hat I pray you is more
‘ apparent,then that the Priefthood of eron was appointed of God ? And yet was
; n6t Cayphias the high Prieft his Succeffour

Popes having invaded the Chaire of mmsver<{
Further;he fciénetb,tlnt if the Popes of gm be this Baf,chen the Divel made
: . K: .

if thefe thingsare not fully fatisfa.

vifions, (viz. the third, fourth, fift,and

queftion, who is thet e Antichrift figwred

womantear the end of the world ¢

up the title of 2 Romane Emperor)fe-
burnt with fire,

on, or # Bewre, or awy fuch like crea-

of the fourth Monarchieso wit,at Rome,
sgdoms and tyrenny if

be foolifh anff vain: but not fo anto us

a wicked murtherer of Chrift?Befides
ty of thae filthinefle and corruption, |

the Rewifh Popes immediately when,

owns of tbe koly city by theGemsiles,
follows, tln{th'g Romane Popes

Gﬂlﬂ'kl’ [y
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A COMMENTARY VPON THE

{ falfe. thing: to mock with ones {elfe and with God: neither is it without impiety,
how pleafing foeves it feems to humane wit: forafmuch as faith cannot be had in
a daubtfull or falfe.matter (fuch asis this Corporall Refwrreition:) and fo no {olid
confolation.  But thisjs {olidand double comfort to the Martyrs, if from the
f:re word of God, they dc beleeve that their Soules , as foone as they goe out of
their bodies, thall live and reigne with Chrift in Heaven, and that ac the laft day,
(when their brethren ard fellow fervants, who are to be {laine on earth, fhall be
fulfilled) their bodies al{o being raifed up by the Scnof God, they fhall reigne
with lim for ever and ever in Heaven. - R

TOUCHING THE OI’IﬁIO_N OF THE.‘ OLD CHILIASTS.

HAving expounded and vindicated the true meaning of this Prophgﬁe, it re-
mainethin the laft place to lay downe, and weaken the falfe opinion of the
'Old (biliafts, who underftanding this Prophefie corruptly according to the Let-
tet; and not according to the Analogie of Faith, did thence invent this Jewifb Fa-
ble, which Axftin hath fet forth in thefe words, Lib. 20. deC. D. C. 7. The
as the world was created in fixe dayes, and the[eventh was 4. Sabbathifme : [o the world
Jrowld continne fixe thoufand yeers : and afierward fhonld follow a Sabbathifnee i the
laft thoufand yeors, namely,by the Saints that fhall vife, and celebrase the fame - which
opinion be [aith; might be ]{mwlw tollerable, if it were beleeved in thas Sabbathifme,
Jome fpiritnall delights (howld come 10 the Saints through the prefence of the Lovd.
For we a0 were [emetimse of this opinion, but /“ui:g they affirme, thas {uck who fbowld
rife gaine, [b.ill enjoy carnall Feafls, and cas and drinke beyond meafwre avd modefly,
thefe things cannot be beleeved bur by carnall- men, and therefore [uch & were [piritnall,
called them thas believed thufe things (‘HILIASTS, being 4 Groek word, and by s
may be rendred < M ILLEN ARIES.

- The firft Author of this opinion, as Eafebims recordeth Lib. 3. Hift. Cap. 33.
was Papias, whom Irenesss and Hierem (at which I wonder) make to be a hearer
fefleth, rhat he never heard or [aw the Holy aAvostics: but faith that be received
this tradition from the Elders of the Apofties. :

- WNow Eufebins alfo writeth of this Papias, that being piows, yet top credulows and
of listle foliditie,be 1ooke up many Fables for eApaﬂohc;%rmbx, becanfe he underflood
the Apoftolicall Iuterpresarsony ami(feand thas be becamse ringleader of the (iliafls erver
wnto many who followed his traditsons . among whows alfo was Irenens.

Manyofthe!  Hence almoft all che Elder fathers, following the antiquity of the tradition and
athers beld authority of fo great 2 man,who was accounnted a Difciple of the Apoftles, be-

:‘;i b:P’é'l‘:’" came Chiliafts: TusTINus Martyr, dial: cum Tryphon: Judeo. IREN ALUS

Lib. 5. (ap. quing extremnis; not long fince publifhed at Parss, and annexed (asa
filthie clout) to his workes : butit had bin better they had buried the fame in e~
ternall oblivion, then to uncover the {ecret (hame offo worthy a Father: NV E-
POS a Bifhop of £gypt, whom DIONYSIUS ALEXANDRINVS
refuted, as Ewfzbius writethLib. 7. Hift. C. 10 TERTVLLIAN: Lib. 3«
(ontr:marcion: Laltantiss.lib . inftit.Cap.2 3.difputesat large of this Fable: #7C-
TORINUS PICTAVIENSIS inhisCommentary on the Revelat.

\
i

certain the o Auitin allo himfelfe in the aforefaid place confefleth that hee fometime
antiquity of  held the fame, .
o the .t Feaceall men may fec how little is tobe afcribed to antiquitie of TRAPI-

TIONS, and the authority of the FATHERS. For antiquity without truth,

the fathers’ What isit but the oldgefle of errour? Who more ancient then /remens ? Hee

writeth, that he was the hearer, or Difeiple of Papias, and Papias of the Apoftles:

Papias on the contrary denyes, that he heard or ever faw the Apoftles with his

eves. (Behold antiquity without truth. ) ‘The{aid Papias received the (biliafts

Fable by tradition ofq the Elders, and drew many to embrace this errour by his
v . ' -authority.

of the Apoftle Iohn : where as Papias himlelfe in the Preface of his worke con- s

{
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4

Heb.12'44.

Liba id-de
Cog.alo6. X

R AR

1 all living againe, by which of ‘old thofe' Reft of the dead in Paganifme and , Anti-
| chriftianifme, obftinately refufed to live a ¢ by wtith all, and they onely

| to Petentefufing # be trifhed by him: If T wafh ther wos thos

il
{ that Chrift onely'is, for he hath merited blelf:idmﬂ'e for us,)but casfe fine.quia on,
't a canfe withohr whichiitisnot = for'withbut holimefe; which the firlt. Relutsrecion

| which (hall be perfectedinbeayen.” o o LT
«:0 1 Hencefirft it followethi; thar'alt haviop:purs i she firft RefaarreZion,that is, being

-+ |-and op the contrary ,' that'nbne’ which rife mmthh&uﬁ, 10T6 Dew-
" | neffe hndt bifnelle 5% on B, Mt bleed indbaby wics Chritt in Hea

| none of them fhould- kave part ‘fn‘the fitf Corporalt Refartecrion. - Bug thisis

| have part in the Firft Refwrrectitn thalbbe blefled. - 5. - ::.

oy

. A-COMMENTARY VPVON THE

with Chrift, thould already have dured above eight bundred : the whieh is refa-
ted by Hiftoty and experience, fothat if Ireness, ‘Terimllian, Lastantins &c.
didnow live, they fhould bee neceffitated to confefle that they much erred
from thetruth. ' BT
Lakly the whole Scripture holds forth, that the laft times fhall not be vohup-
tuousin the leaft, bur difficult and forrowfull mto the Churchin this world: Be-
fides Chrift did often foretell that his Kingdom {houldnot be earthly: Afy 35.
dome is not of this world,  Thé world [hallvejsyce, bt yee fhall monrne : In the world
yee fball bave tribulation.. Then fhalbe great tribalation, fuch as was mot from the be-
-ginning of the world sunto thix time. Waschsherefore, that ye may be found worthy o e-
[cape all thefz things. VW hen the fonnc of man commesh fball be finsde F aith on the earth?
Throngh manifold rribmlationsws muft emer oo the Kingdom of Heaven. T bis kpoy
that in the laft dayes perilons (ot difficult) sioves fhall comez, 8c. ‘Thefe and fuch like
teftimonies of Scripture : which fpeake of - the afflited ftate of the laft times;
doe abundantly retite the <M illenaries Fictioms  Now wee goe forward with
the Text, © = = -0 R o LT
6. Bleffediand holy b thaz hath part): By an Extlamation he extolleth, and
commendeth unto ts the felicity ,and neceffity of the firff Refarrection, or fpirian-

.y

{hall be bleffed and holy; who have part in'the firft Refurre@ion. Tohavepart i
a1bing, i to'becorie partaket of that thing ¢ as appeares from the co : Thon
baft neirher purt norlot ity'ths masser, {dith -gmr 1o Simen the hyi:;rite:»

for, thou {halt A3t havéno communion with me.  Theréfore tohave partinthe

faith and repentance, ¥6 rif€ from the death-of finne unito newnefle of Life with
Chrift. i For we cleatly thewed erewhile » that tbis {58 Refarrection, is. not
of the body, but of the {oule. ‘ By which we fee the great beneficand excellency
of the firft Reefurteion: ‘becanfe in‘it comfifteth true bleffednefle and bodinefTe:
The neceffity alfo, becatfe no man thall bee'blefled dnd holy withexit the fame.
But is it the cauf¢ of blefledneffe ? yeaverily : nor indéeed the metitoridus (for

bringeth, no'man Thallfee God + yesit is alfo the formall canfe inchoated orbeguns. |
Forthe firf Refurrection 18 inchented Liolinefle;and parc of thé firtare bleflodnefle,

truly born again in thislife, hdlbe blefled; and holy withChrift in the othes Life:

ven : For e can belomy wito'this firss Rufwriection, but fuch as [halbe ble(fed forcyer
faith Auftin. They therefire” which: have nopare intbe firft Refusrection,
fhall 'notbee partakers of: blefledneffe 1 for wee fhall bée. clotlied upoa with
“our hoife , if fo bée- that beeing tlothed , we {ball ot bee fonnd sakeds 2.
Cdrinth, f§ 3. wlon o, SRR IR 1 ,’:')!}’l' R R N
 Secondly it followeth, as before we poved, thatthe Fin/t Réfevdctiod )is not
corporall, but {pirituall : forif it were corporall, then by thit Bxclatsasion; all
that fhall be raifed 2t the laft day, thohld be excluded fronrbleffedactie,. breanfe
abfurd, becanfe in the laft day, fome fhall rife nato blzffedrietle. athem o eser- |
nall death. - The reafon of the conf Mdceis,beaﬁﬂﬂh@ﬂgyﬁ anely, dhac

it oiiv AL
Allindeed thou wiltfay, bt not they shiely : Yea becaufe olf; theréfote onchy:
for in'an enunciation of the propetty touchting thefabjetz, or of the "ﬁ“‘wt::‘g
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used so often and so powerfully by them against his Church.—For
some time following the Reformation the Romish Doctors were
very shy of the subject; and after Thomas Aquinas, (as the venera-
ble Foxe tells us in the Preface to his Eicasmi,') bad jup to the year
1587 scarce ventured to write a word of Comment on the Apoca-
lypse. But just a year or two before his death, Ribera, a Jesuit
Priest of Salamanca, took up the question, and published  an Apo-
calyptic Commentary; which vehemently excited the indignation
of our countryman Brightman,? and served to hasten on his own
antagonistic and masterly exposition. Again in 1604 Alcasar,
another Spanish Jesuit, but of Seville, published a copious Com-
mentary on the Apocalypse, still more Papistic in its character than
Ribera’s, in time to receive the notice of Pareus.® Of these two
I subjoin a brief notice below.4 The more learned, however of the

! ¢ Post Thomam illum haud quisquam fere sit ex totd illd coborte Pontificid, infi-
nitique scribentium multitudine, qui vel verbum in hanc Apocalypsim commentare
sit ausus.” Prefat.

* So in the Dedication of his Comment ** to the Holy Reformed Churches of Britain.
Germany, and France.” Says he: * But mine anger and indignation burst out against
the Jesuits. For when as I bad by chance light upon Ribera, who had made a
Commentary upon the same holy Revelation, Is it even so? said I. Do the Pa-
pists take heart again, so as that book, which of a long time before they would scarce
suffer any man to touch, they dare now take in hand, to intreat fully upon it? What !
was it but a vaiu image or bug, at the sight whereof they were wont to tremble a
few years since, even in the dim light, that now they dare be bold to look wishly on
this glasse in the clear sunshine; and dare proclaime to the world that any other
thing rather is poynted at in it than their Pope of Rome 7"

® In his Preface Pareus specially notices him ; (see next Note ;) and also from time
to time in the body of his Commentary.

¢ “ Ribera,” says Pareus, p. 16, “ explicates the argument of the Apocalypse as
being nothing else but certain commentaries upon that prophecy of our Lord in Matt.
xxiv, touching the state of the Charch, and the signs of the last times.” At p. 4,
Pareus observes that Ribers makes the ten horns of the Beast to be ten kings that
shall be the only kings in the world at Antichrist’s coming ; and that, fAres of them
being destroyed, there shall only remain seven, who shall fight for Antichrist against
the Lamb, being Pagan, not Christian kings. (Is it not they that will have given
their power to the Beast, says Pareus, that are to have it put in their hearts to hate
and tear the Whore ; their former support of her having been through ignarance ?)
Also Pareus says that they (the Romanists, and especially, I suppose, Ribera) were
expecting their Antichrist to arise every day, out of the Jewish tribe of Dan.

On the other band Alcasar, Pareus tells us, p- 16, explained the Revelation as
teaching * that Rome, of old the head of Pagan idolatry, by an admirable vicissitade
was to be changed into the metropolis of the Catholic Church ; that the Roman Church
et o v iy o o o B iy 0 the whole anpire
beight of honour.”  Alcasar exul d gratula Pope be et out of the

ts, and gratulates the Pope, that he first out of the
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Roman Catholic Doctors se¢m not to have been satisfied with them.!
And when in 1685, just after the révocation of the Edict of Nantes,?
M. Jurieu, one of the exiléd French Calvinist Ministers, had pub-
lished his work on the Apocalyptic prophecy, (a work mainly based
on Mede’s views, but with various new particular applications to his
own time and his own country,®) the Bishop of Meaux thought it

darkness of the Apocalypse should have showed this light. (Surely, ohserves Pareus,
this might cause laughter or shame even to the Roman Court itself.)

Further, Pareus says, p. 17, Alcasar’s general argument is that the Apocalypse
describes a twofold war of the Church; one with the Symagogue, the other with
Paganism ; and a twofold victory and triumph over both adversaries. More particu-
larly the development of the subject was thus:—]. from Apoc. i—xi the rejection of
the Jews, and desolation of Jerusalem by the Romans : 2. from Apoc. xii—xx, both
inclusive, the overthrow of Paganism, and empire of the Roman Church over Rome
and the whole world ; the judgment of the Great Whore, and destruction of Babylon,
being effected by Constantine and his successors: 3. in Apoc. xxi, xxii, under the
type of the Lamb's Bride, the New Jerusalem, a description of the glorious and tri-
umphant state of the Romax Church in Asaven.

! Sylveira, a Portuguese Carmelite, had also puhlished before Bossuet on the Apo-
calypse ; viz. o.D. 1661 ; his Exposition being on a general Aistorio principle. But it
was ope little approved by Romanists.

* Juriew's date is given at pp. 208, 254 of my English edition; (London, 1687 :)
at the latter page as the year of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes,

3 Jurieu avowedly takes Mede as his master in Apocalyptic interpretation ; except
in the parts of latest application. )

In the Seals he only differs from him by expounding the first Seal not of Christ,
bat of & Roman swbject, and Roman Emperors; (vis. of Vespasian and Titus, with
respect to their victories and general prosperity;) consistently with Mede’s Rome-
referring explanation of the horses and horsemen of the three next Seals.

In the Trumpets he improves on Mede by expounding the falling star that made
bitter the third part of the rivers, not of the extinction in the Western Empire by
Odoacer, but of an epoch and a part of the Gothic ravages of Wesatern Christendom :
(viz. in the provinces, which might be viewed as the rivers; Rome and Italy being
as the sea :) the extinction of the Western Emperors being symbolized by the dark-
ening of the heavenly lights in the 4th Trumpet.

The Little Book he interprets with Mede as a new ‘prophecy : and dwells with
admiration on the idea thrown out by our English Expositor, that as the unmeasured
state of the court, or Church, was to be for 3} times, i.e. 1260 years, so the propor-
tion of the Jewish temple proper to the court, indicated the Church’s previous better
and measured state to be about 360 years: an indication agreeable with fact. The
Beast t0o he explains as Mede : making its 7th head to be the Papal Antichrist ; and
the possible two-fold division of the 6th or imperial head into Pagan and Christian
Emperors, to be the solution of the enigma of the last head being both the 8th and
the 7th.

In his Chapter on the Witmesses Jurieu expresses his opinion, that the last perse-
cation of Christ’s people had commenced in the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes:
the death of the two Apocalyptic Witnesses having then begun at least to have fulfil-
ment; and their prefigured resurrection being anticipated by bim either in 3} years
from that date, or 3} years from some further act of the same persecution, as extended
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My. first observation is, that after all the thought, learning, and
ingenuity that have been brought to bear on the elucidation of the
Apocalypse, there appear to be but three grand Sehemes of interpre-
tation, that can be considered as standing up face to face against each
other; with any serious pretensions to truth, or advocacy of any
literary weight and respectability. The firstis that of the Preterists ;
restricting the subject of the prophecy, except in its two or three last
chapters, to the catastrophes of the Jewish nation and old Roman
Empire, one or both, as accomplished in the 1st and 2nd, and 5th
and 6th centuries respectively : a Scheme originally propounded by
the Jesuit Alcasar, as we have seen ; adopted with alterations in de-
tail by Bossuet ; and now, with their several mutata mutanda, urged
alike by the more eminent of the later German biblical critics and
expositors, by Professor Moses Stuart in the United States of Ame-
rica, and by the disciples of the German School in England, whether
among Dissenters or Churchmen.—The 2nd is the Futurists’ Scheme ;
making the whole of the Apocalyptic Prophecy, excepting the pri-
mary Vision and Letters to the Seven Churches, to relate to things
even now future, viz. the things concerning Christ’s Second Advent -
a Scheme first, or nearly first suggested by the Jesuit Ribera, at the
end of the 16th century; and which has been urged, though under a
new form, alike by Mr. Maitland, Mr. Burgh, Mr. Newman, Mr.
Govett, and others, not without considerable effect and success, in
our own times and sera.——The 3rd is what we may call emphatically
the Protestant Scheme of Interpretation ; which regards the Apoca-
lypse as a prefiguration in detail of the chief events affecting the
Church and Christendom, whether secular or ecclesiastical, from St.
John’s time to the consummation :—a Scheme not inconsistent so far
with the general views of the earlier patristic expositors : and which,
in its particular application of the symbols of Babylon and the Beast
to Papal Rome and the Popedom, was early embraced by the Wal-
denses, Wickliffites, and Hussites ; then adopted with fuller light by
the chief reformers, German, Swiss, French, and English of the 16th
century ; and has been thence transmitted downwards uninterraptedly
even to the present time.

My second observation has respect to the details of this last-men-
tioned Protestant Scheme of Apocalyptic Interpretation. The Reader
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will be in a position, after reading the Historical Sketch now con-
cluded, to appreciate better the meaning and correctness of what I
stated in my Original Preface, as to the defectiveness of this Scheme,
so far as it had been up to my own time unfolded, on *the (earlier)
Seals, the vision of the rainbow-crowned Angel of Apoc. x, the
Witnesses’ Death and Resurrection, the Beast’s seventh Head, and
the Image of the Beast;” also what I there said as to the origina-
lity of the solutions proposed in the Hor “ of the three first
Seals, of the sealing and palm-bearing Visions, of the rainbow-
crowned Angel described Apoc. x, and its included notification on
the Death and Resurrection of the two Witnesses; also of the
Beast’s seventh Head, of the Image of the Beast, and of the Apo-
calyptic structure itself.”

For it is to be understood that on these points the modern Inter-
preters of the Protestant Scheme had, up to the time of the publica-
tion of the Horee added nothing, at least nothing of importance, to
the lucubrations of their predecessors. It seems to me to have been
the chief office, and a most important one surely, fulfilled by them,
especially by those venerable men Mr. Faber, and Mr. Cuninghame,
(of whom, though so often differing from their opinions, I would wish
to speak with all respect and kindliness,) to awaken the alarm on the
fact of the seventh Trumpet’s having sounded at the French Revolu-
tion ; to bring out more and more into general notice the results of
the learned researches of their Protestant predecessors, further
fortified in various ways and illustrated ; and to arouse and keep
up an interest, often too ready to flag, in the great subject of
Prophecy. So too, in regard to Messrs. Bickersteth and Birks,
and their joint-propounded Scheme of Apocalyptic Interpretation,
if the same want of advance seem to me to be stamped on it, and
that it is indeed in character a Scheme singularly fanciful, yet am
I well aware, and rejoice to think, how in other ways they have
promoted the cause of prophetic truth. How could it but be so,
with that spirit of holy love and spiritual-mindedness, which my
excellent friend first-mentioned has ever carried into its discussions :
—a &pirit as congenial with the purer atmosphere of heaven, as it is
unsuited to the stormy and lower regions of literary controversy ?
And Mr, Birks has not only by his masterly work on the First
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Elements of Prophecy, advanced the cause of truth, and shown
himself its martel and kammer against what I must beg permission
anticipatively to call the reveries of the Futurists : but moreover, by
his exquisite description of the City that is to be revealed at Christ’s
blessed advent, has done much to enlist each hallowed feeling of the
heart on the side he advocates; a description such that one might
almost suppose the golden reed to have been given him, with which
to delineate it, by the Angel that showed to the beloved disciple the
Lamb’s bride, the New Jerusalem.—Whether as regards the solu-
tion of Apocalyptic enigmas left unsolved by previous interpreters
the Author of the present Work has been more successful, it will
be for the Reader to consider and judge.!

1 1 should observe that Mr. Fry, in his Works on the Second Advent and on Un-
Sulfilled Prophecy, has approximated more nearly than any other Expositor I am
acquainted with to my explanation of the two first seals : interpreting the first of the
prosperity of the Roman Empire from Nerva or Trajan to Commodus, the second to
begin with Commodus, and to include the rebellions of the Preetorian Guards and
civil wars consequent. In the details however, he differs essentially ; making Trajan
the rider of the first horse, C dus of the d, Septimins Severus of the third :
which third seal he explains not at all as I do, but as Mede and Bishop Newton, The
important consideration had not crossed his mind, of the representative character of
each rider ; nor of the significant meaning of the crown, (distinctively from the dia-
dem,) and bow, and sword, and balance, as dlass-badges designative of qffice, age, or
country.—It may be proper to observe, that I was not aware of these his views until
after my own first Volume (including the Seals) had been printed.
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tion. If any man imagines that he is possessed of
such a privilege, others are unquestionably war-
ranted to claim the same. If the Millenarians can
produce types to prove their theory, it is easy to
produce ours to overthrow it, and establish the
contrary. Bat to rest a system, which is destitute
of all other, support, upon fanciful types and alle-
gories, - is the consummation of weakness and
folly.

It only remains to take notice of the appeal
which is made to,

I11. The testimony of the Christian Fathers.

From the days of Mede down to the last an-
onymous Pamphleteer, almost every Millenarian
talks loudly of Antigmity: boasts that his own
notions are no novel opinions; but merely the re-
~ vival of the tenets of the ancient Fathers, which
were universally adopted in the first times of Chris-
tianity; and which in every age have flourished
or fallen, as religion has prospered or declined.
He studiously labours to impress his readers with
the belief, that his own creed has been the creed
of the primitive ages, and of the best and purest
portion of the Christian church. -

If they had simply affirmed that their creed
was ancient; or at least, that there has been an
ancient expectation of a supernatural Millennium ;
they would have asserted a notorious and indubi-
table fact. Bot when they say that their notions,
respecting the Millennium, prevailed io the prime«
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itive church, and prevailed in the best and pur-
est ages of the church; they either betray a child-
ish ignorance of the history of the Christian
church, or a deplorable want of Christian truth
and candour. The fact is, that from a very early
period an expectation was entertained of our Re-
~ deemer’s personal reign on earth. Bat then it is
likewise a fact that that opinion was never general.
It was embraced only by a few of the Fathers. It
never was universally received. And it was widely
different from the modern edition of that hypoth-
esis.

- To enable the reader to judge of the truth of
these positions, it will be necessary to illustrate
and prove them.

An expectation of Christ’s personal reign on
earth was entertained from a very early period in
the Christian church: but the notions which then
prevailed on the subject differed greatly from
those which now prevail; and they never were
generally received either in the primitive church,
nor in any subsequent age.

After repeatedly and loudly appealing to An-
tiquity, in defence of their theory, have any of
our modern Millenarians distinctly and honestly
told us what were the ideas which these Christian
Fathers who believed in a Millennium, entere
tained on the subject? No indeed. On looking
into the last publication on the subject,* it might

* Reply to various criticisms on Mr. Irving’s Course of Lec-
tures in Edinburgh, 1828; pp, 50-56 ; and Appendix, pp. 83-90.
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be supposed that there was nothing much more
extravagant in the ancient, than in the modern
Millenarian hypothesie. But how is this infer-
ence produced? By a fair and full transcript of
all that the Christian Fathers have transmitted to
us on the subject? Nay. No modern Millenar.
ian ever has had the honesty and courage to do
any such thing. He will roundly tell you that
his principles are identified with those of the
Christian Fathers: but catch him telling you
what the Fathers really believed.

One and all of them quote fully from those
Fathers, who, without explaining their creed,
merely assert in general terms that they expect
the personal reign of Christ with his risen saints
on earth for a thousand years. From such writ-
ers they quote all that they say. But from those
authors who have given a detailed viéw of the
system in all its absurdity and deformity: do they
make extracts equally copious and complete? No
indeed. But some may say that these writers
were beyond their reach, and that they had no
opportunity of seeing and consulting them. But
this apology will not suffice. They must either have
seen and consulted the authorg; and given man=
ufactured and garbléd extracts to suit their own
ends, or they must have been guilty of the base-
ness of quoting, at second-band, from authors,
whose works they have never seen. For passages,
exposing the whole theory to disgrace and ridicule,
lie in the very heart of the chapters and pages
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which they profess to quote: but of these formi-
dable passages they say not one word.

Just look at the following paragraph. ¢¢ Lac-
tantius, who lived in the end of the third and the
beginning of the fourth century, in his ¢ Book of
Divine Institutions’, says, ¢ But when he, (i e.
Christ,) shall have destroyed wickedness, and re-
stored the just to life, he shall be seen among men
a thousand years, and with most righteous gov-
ernment shall ryle them. And at that same time
shall the prince of the devils be bound with a
chain, and kept in prison during the thousand
years of the kingdom, while justice shall reign on
the "earth, that he may not attempt evil against
the people of God.” Again, ¢ at the end of the
Millennial kingdom, Satan shall agsin be loosed,
and then shall be that second and public resurrec-
tion, in which the unjust shall be raised to eternal
pains’. ¢ This’, says he in concluding, ¢is the
doctrine of the holy prophets, which we Christians
follow; this is our wisdom.” *

The sbove is almost an exact transcript from
bishop Newton, on Rev. xx. 1=~6, Now, what
inference would any individual naturally draw from
such a paragraph ?, That this is all that Lactan-
tius has stated on ‘the subject, But does this
really unfold the whole of what he held on the
Millennium? Itis but a8 part, and but a small
part too. But perhaps the remaining part of his

* Reply to various criticiems, &c. p. 53
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_millenarian creed might lie in a remote corner of
his works, and not be easily found by one who
had not carefully perused all his writings? No -
indeed. It does pot lie very far remote. It is
just as easily found as the preceding: for it lies
in the sgme chapters, and it is interposed betwixt the
different parts of the above quotations on the sub-
ject.  We cannot give his opinions at full length.
Buat we shall insert a few which these writers have
passed over. ‘ When he shall have destroyed
wickedness, and executed the great judgment, and
restored to life those who, from the beginning, had
bsen righteous; he shall be conversant amongst
men a thousand years, and with most righteous
government shall rule them. This is what the
Sibyl elsewhere in her impassioned prophecy pro-
claims,

¢ Ye mortals, hear; The Hling eternal reigns.’

Those who st that time are living in the body,
shall not die; but during these thousand years
shall produce an tnfinite multitude of children ;
and their offspring shall be holy and beloved
of God. But those who shall be raised from
the dead, will, as judges, rule over the living,
The nations, however, shall not be altogether
destroyed: some of them shall be left for a con-
quest to God; that the just may triumph over
them, and subject them to. perpetual bondage.”
¢ After his, (Christ’s) advent, the righteous shalil
be gathered together from the whole earth: and
the judgment being finished, the holy city shall
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be built in the midst of the earth: in which its
builder, God himself, shall dwell along with the
reigning righteous. It is to this city the Sibyl
refers, when she says,

. ¢ God’s city, which he reared, he made
T’ outshine the sun, and moon, and stars>

Then that darkness, with which the heaven is
overspread and obscured, shall be removed. The
-moon will acquire the brightness of the sun,
and wane no more. The sun will become seven-
fold brighter, than heis at present. The earth
will disclose her fertility; and spontaneously pro-
duce fruits in the greatest abundance. The rocks
will drop honey: wine will run in streams; and
the rivers overflow witk milk. In fine, the world
itself will be glad: and all nature, rescued and
freed from the dominion of evil, impiety, and er-
ror, will rejoice. During this time, the savage
beasts will not live on blood, nor ravenous birds
on prey: but all things shall be peaceful and
gentle.”  After some quotations from Virgil and
the Erythreean Sibyl, and some speculations about
the duration of the world, and the time of the
Millennium, he goes on to describe the last effu-
sion of the wrath of God against the nations,
when he shall destroy them all to a man. ¢ But
first he will most powerfully shake the earth; by
which commotion the mountains of Syria shall be
cloven asunder. The hills shall sink. The walls
of the cities shall fall. God shall, for three days,
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restrain the sun from setting. He will set it on
fire: and a scorching heat and a mighty burning,
with showers of sulphur, hailstones, and sparks of
fire shall descend on his enemies and the wicked.
Their spirits shall melt with heat, and their bo-
dies be bruised with the hail. They shall wound
each other with swords: and the mountains shall
be filled with their bodies, and the valleys covered
with their bones. But during these three days,
the people of God shall be hidden in the caves of
‘the earth, till the wrath of God against the na-
tions, shall close the last judgment. Then the
righteous shall come forth from their concealment,
and find all things covered with carcases and
bones. But the whole race of the wicked shall
totally perish; and there shall no more be any na-
tion in the world, except the single nation of God.
Then for seven whole years the forests shall re-
main untouched; and no wood shall be cut down
from the mountains. But the weapons of the na-
tions shall be used for fuel: and then there shall
be no war, but everlasting peace and rest.

¢ When the thousand years shall be finished ; the
world shall be renewed by God ; the heavens shall
be folded up; and the earth changed. And God
shall transform men into the likeness of angels:
and they shall be as white as snow: and live con-
tinually in the presence of the Almighty: and
sacrifice to their Lord, and serve him for ever.
At the same time shall be the second and public
resurrection of all, in which the wicked shall' be -

N :



reised to everlasting pains.” It is of all this, and
mote of the same deseription, and not of the gar-
bled, mutilated, and manufactured extracts, which
our friends have chosen to give us: that Lacten~
tius in conclusion says, * This is the doctrine of
the holy prophéts which we Christians follow:
this is our wisdom.”*

This attempt to make the world beliéve that
Laetantius entertained no other opinions respeet~
ing the Millennium, than what they have trams«
cribed, is a most culpable suppression of the truths
And yet it is the work of bishop Newton, within
two pages of the severe lecture which he has
written against Dr. Middleton, for & supposed
misrepresentation of the sentiments of Justin
Martyr. The Bishap might have spared his eene
suré, and Jooked to himseif: for notwithstandimg
all his attempts to ¢éxculpate hims Justin, as you
shall soon seey has left enough oh record to juss
tify the worst that Dn. Middleton has said.

Does the reader wish for additioral specimens
of the goed faith and fair dealing of these gems
tlémen? Let hita turn to the writings of Irensus.
It iz not easy to tell bow often, in this controversy,
¢xcerpts have been made from the 86th chapter
of his fifth beok against Heresies. But is thet
all thet that venerable Father has left us on the
subjeet? Our friends would be ghad.that we

o

Lastaatii Opera. Lib, vid, Capy $4—20. Oxcmii, 1064



should believe that it is the whole. But rny man
who has read his writings, knows the contrary. If
we are required to submit to the authority of I~
tneeus, we are emtitled to his whole testimony.
Now, what is it that he has actually stated? He
informs us that * Some Elders, who had seen
John the disciple of the Lord, relate that they had
heard from him; that our Lord, speaking of these
times, (the Millennium,) said, the days shall come
in which a single grain of wheat shall pre-
duce ten thousand ears: and each ear shall yield
ten thousand grains; and each grain shall yield
ten pounds of pure white flowr: and the other
fraits, seeds, and plants, shall possess a corres
ponding fertility.” A wreturn of 1,080,000,800
pounds of pure white flour in one season from a
single grain of wheat; is surely as much as any
farmer can desire. The produce of a few such
graine would soon remder Britain independent of
foreign supplies.

But if this is not abundantly marvellous, let the
reader take another sample of the .credulity of this
honest champion of Millenarianism, It imme-
diately precedes the extraet which has just now
been given. “ The days shall ceme, in which vines .
shall grow; each having ten thousand branches;
and each of these branches shall have ten thousand
smaller branches; and each of threse branches shall
have ten thousand twigs; and each of these twigs
shall have ten thousand :clusters of grapes; and
each of these grapes; be;_ng pressed, shall give

N
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twenty-five measures of wine.” ¢ That is,” Dr.
Whitby says,  according to the mildest compu-
tation, 275 gallons of wine.” Really we might
think 2,750,000,000,000,000,000 gallons of wine!
no bad vintage at all from a single vine: and that
this might have been amply honourable to his
millennial vines, without any additional recomend-
ation. But is this all that the good man bhas to
say in their favour? No: the best is yet to come.
The grapes are endowed with perception and rea-
son, speech and piety. For this patriarch of the
creed goes on. - And when any of the saints
shall take hold of one of these clusters, another
will ery out, I AM A BETTER CLUSTER:.
TAKE ME; AND BY ME BLESS THE
LORD.”*

The most distinguished ancient Mlllenarlans
were Barnabas, Papias, Irensus, Nepos, Justin
Martyr, L_actanﬁus, Apollinarius, Tertullian, and
a fictitious writer who assumed the name of Clem-
ent, and who, by the Defender of Mr. Irving, is
regarded as the companion of St. Paul. . No an-
cient writer takes notice of more than one epistle
written by the genuine Clement. This is what is
generally called his first epistle to the Corinthians:

* Irenei Opera. Lib. v. cap. 33. Grabii ed. Oxonii 1702.
The good Father adds, « These things are credible to those
who believe. But Judas, the traitor, not believing, and asking
how the Lord could cause such productions? the Lord answer-
ed, They shall see who reach those times. - .
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and the best informed in such matters, consider
all the other writings that are circulated under his
name, as spurious.*

Such stuff as that, which has just now been
quoted from Ireneus, uniformly forms part and
parcel of the ancient Millenarian creed, wher-
ever it is given in detail. That such were the
notions of Justin Martyr, is evident from his
quotations, from Isaiah lxv. 17—25, in support
of his views of -the subject. The application of
the whole of that passage to the Millennium,
proves that he expected that great part of the
bappiness then possessed, would arise from sen-
sible enjoyments; and his version of the 23d
verse, ¢ Mine elect shall not labour in vain, nor
bring forth children for a curse,” distinctly inti="

- mates that he expected the inhabitants of the
millennial world, not even excepting the risen
saints, would continue to. marry and be given in
marriage.t

From his- declamation about the land flowing
with milk and honey, the ruling over the earth,
and the possessing dominion over the fowls, fish-

* Vide Testimonia Veterum de S. Clementis Epistolis apud
Cotolerii Patres Apostolicos. Tom. i, pp. 128—131. Grabii
spicileg. Tom. i. pp. 265—269. Cavii Hist. Liter. p. 18. Lard-
ner’s Works, 4to, vol. i. pp. 290-—293: and vol. v. pp. 432~ _
446, Memoires Ecclesiastiques par Tillemont. Tom. ii. pp.
292—300. '

4+ See the Paris edition of the Works of Justin Martyr, Folio,
1636: pp. 306—308: or Thirlby’s edition, pp. 310—3135.
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es, and beasts; Barnabas seems to have had ae
sharp an eye after the good things of this world
as his brother Justin. *

The writinga of Papias, Nepos, and Apollinar-
ius, on the Millennium, have’ perished. Dr.
Cave{ has preserved a small fragment of Victor-
inus, containing merely a single allusion to the
subject. In his brief notice of the matter in his
work against Marcion, where he shews that his
own notions were not syperior to those of his
brethren, Tertullian refers us to his Treatise
on the Hope of the Faithful, where he had
fully discussed the question.t But this wark
has aleo fallen a sacrifice to the wreck of time.
1f however, we are to confide in the testimony of
those Fathers who had read their works, we must
believe that these all entertained the most carnal
and degrading ideas of the nature of the Millen-
nium. The following are the words of Jerome.
¢¢ If we understand the Revelation of John liter-
ally, we must judaize; if spiritually as it is writ-
ten, we shall seem to contradict many of the an-
cients; amongst the Latins, Tertullian, Victori-
nus, and Lactantius; and amongst the Greeks, to
omit others, Irenseus Bishop of Lyous, against
whom, Dionysius, Bishop of the church of Alex~

v -

* Vide Barnabz Epistol. cap. vi. apud Cotolerii Pat. Apostol,
4+ Historia Literacia, p, 104
$ Tertulliani ad Marcionem Lib. ifi. cap. 84
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andria, a man of urcommon elaguence, wrote a
owrious piece, deriding the fible of a thousand
years, and the terrestrial Jerusalem adorned with
gold and precioys stanes; the rebuilding of the
temple, bloody sacrifices, sabbatical rest, cir-
eumeision; child-births, nursing of children, del-
icate feasts, and the sérvitnde of the nations: and
again after this, wars, armies, triumphs, and
slaughters of conquered enemies, and the death
of the sinner a hundred years old. Him Apolli-
narius answered in two volumes; whom not only
the men of his own sect, but a very great multir
tude likewise of our. own people follow in this ar-
ticle.** In the opinion of Jerome, which is cor~
roborated by the testimony of Origen, Augustin,
and Gennadius; 1 Apollinarius, Irenseus, Terr
tulifan, Victorinus, and Lactantius, adopted the
same notions of the Revelation. The carnal, or
Jewish ideas of Irenseus, Lactantius, and Ter~
tullian, are placed beyond a doubt by their own
writings. Apollinarius, the defender of Irensus,
oertainly must have coincided with his principal.
And if Vietorinus deserved to be included in the
same class with Apollinarius, Lactantios, Ter-
tullian and Ireneeus, his creed must have been
very little better than that of his companions.

* Hieronymi Comment. lib. xviii. in Essiam proces.
.+ Osigencs in Mat. cap. xxil. Augustin de civitate Dei, Lib.
xviii. xx, £Ap. 7. i
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So much for these five. Let'us try to ascer~
tain the creed of Nepos and Papias, two noted
men amongst the ancient Millenarians. '

Speaking of Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria,
Eusebius informs us, that ¢ he composed two
books concerning the Promises. . This was occa-
sioned by Nepos, an Egyptian bishop, who taught.
the saints that the promises were to be fulfilled in.
a Jewish sense, and maintained that there would
be a thousand years of bodily pleasure upon earth. .
Fancying that he could establish’ his notion from.
the Revelation of John, Nepos composed a book
upon this subject, and entitled it, ¢ A Refutation
of the Allegorists.” This Dionysius, in his work
upon the Promises, opposes.” After relating the.
reluctance of Dionysius to engage in the contro-
versy; the historian goes on transcribing the
words of Dionysius concerning Nepos. ¢ But
since a book has been published which some think
conclusive; and some teachers undervaluing the.
Jaw and the prophets; neglecting the gospels;
and - despising the epistles: boast of the doctrine
of this book, as containing some precious hidden
mystery; and will not allow our more simple
brethren to expect any thing sublime and great;
neither the glorious and truly divine appearing of
our Lord, nor our resurrection from the dead, nor
our gathering together, and conformity to him:
but persuade them that nothing but mean mortal
things, suck as we at present possess, are to be
hoped for in- the kingdom of God: it is neces-
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sary for me to enter into a discussion with my
brother Nepos.”* Of Papias, the author of the no-
tion, and from whom Irenzus seems servilely to
have copied it, we shall perhaps hear afterwards.
But from what Irenzus has stated, no doubt
can exist that the notions of Papias were of the
most abject, unworthy, and ridiculous descrip-
tion. +

Since therefore, almost every ancient Millenar-
ian has left us an explanation of his.views, and
each who has explained them, shews that he en-
tertained the most gross and contemptible ideas
of the nature of the Mill_ennium; we are com-
pelled to conclude that these carnal notions were
universally held by all who embraced the system;
and that they were uniformly regarded as entering
into its very essence.

Now, our modern Millenarians either know this
fact, or they do not. If they know it: then where
is their candour in suppressing such an important
and characteristic part of the ancient system? But
if they are ignorant of it: then how is it possible
that they can have read the writings of the prim-
itive Millenarians, where such carnal representa-
tions are invariably incorporated with every de-
scription which they have given of their senti-
ments? And if they pretend to quote authors
whom they haye neither seen nor consulted : . then

* EBusebii Hist. Ecclesiast: Lib. vii. cap. 24.
$ Vide Irenzi contra Hereses Lib. v. cap. 33.
N3




what reliance can be placed on their truth end
honour ?

It will not excuse them to say that they may
have seen the onginal writers, yet the passages
now produced, may have escaped their notice.
For unless they began at the end, how could they
arrive at the thirty-fifth chapter of the fifth book
of Ireneeus, without reaching the tkirty-third?
And whether they began at the beginning or the
end; how could they miss the extracts from Lae-
tantius, which lie in the heart of the chapters to
which they refer, end are mixed up with the very
paragraphs which they profess to translate from
Kis pages? :

And since these'gross and carnal ideas uniformly
formed an essential part of the Millennium whiech
the ancients expected; unless our modern Mille-
narians have adopted, or are willing to adopt, all

- the nomsense and ebsurdity, the grovelling and
disgusting detail of the ancient theory: for what
purpose do they appeal to the Christian Fathers ?
Unless their tenets eoincide with those who
advocated Millenarian principles in the first ages
of the church, an appeal to them is altogether
irrelevent.

Bat whether their tenets coincide with those of
the ancients, who held Millenarian notions, or
differ from them: a more important question re-
mains to be considered. ‘Were Millenarian pnn-
ciples, of any descnpuon, embraced by the prim-
itive church? or by the church in any age?
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After the specimens which we have lately sen
of the real nature of the gngient form of the sys-
; is there a regder, in his senses, who can
believe, that such childish, wild, and ridiculoys
trash could obtsin the sanction of the apastles, of
of any men imbued with the spirit of the apos-
tles, and who knew that the kingdom of God
cemsth not by obgervation; that it is not mest
and drink, but righteusness, and peace, apd joy,
in the Holy Ghost; thet they wha shall be connts
ed worthy to ahtain the resugrection to life, neiths
er marry ner gre givem ip marriage, hnt are as
the asgels; angd thas they she]l hunger no more,
neither thirst any more ?

How are we to prave that any pasticular opin-
ian never formed an article of the belief of the
Christian church? Can this pgint be estgblished
by shewing that it never formed an article of apy
of the creeds, or formpnlaries of the church ? that it
was rejected and opposed by the most eminent men,
whose opinions were held in the bighest estima-
tion? that rather than admit the tenef, they gyes-
sioned the inspiration of the pasts of the scriptyres
which were supposed to countenancg jt? and that
its adveecates complsin that it has heen resisted
and rejected? Will the establishmept of such
things as these, prove that the tenet in question
was no article of the Christian church? If it will,
Bo long precess is macsssary to evigce that the
principles of Millensrianisin never were embraced
by the church, -
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1. These principles never obtained a place in
any creed, confession of faith, or formulary of
doctrine of the primitive church. If any assert
the contrary, let them produce the document in
which these principles are contained.

2. So far from being acknowledged as sound,
the principles of Millenarianism were opposed and
rejected by the most eminent Fathers of the church.
With the exception of Barnabas, the person who
assumes the name of Clement, Papias, Justin Mar-
tyr, Irenseus, Nepos, Apollinarius, Lactantius,
and Tertullian; they were rejected by almost every
Father of the Church; and openly opposed by
Dionysius, Origen, Eusebius, Epiphanius, Genna-
dius, Jerome, and Augustin: men whose piety
equalled, and whose learning and talents far
surpassed, any in the first centuries of -the
Church. PO

It can be no difficult matter to ascertain the
sentiments of the Fathers upon the Millenarian
notions of their contemporaries. Gennadius, of
Marseilles, who flourished A.D. 495,* as cited by
‘Whitby,t+ declares, ¢ In the Divine promises we
believe nothing concerning meat and drink, . as
Irenseus, Tertullian, and Lactantius teach from
their author Papias; nor of the reign of a thou-

* Cavii Hist. Liter. p- 376; and Lardner’s Works, 4to Loondon,
1815; Vol. il p. 41.

+ On the Millennium, P. 720
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sand years on earth after the resurrection, and
the Saints’ reigning deliciously with him, as Nepos
taught.” Speaking of Papias and his works, Euses
bius uses the following language:—¢ The same -
author has: published some other things, which
he had obtained by report. .For example, some
strange parables and discourses of our Saviour,
and some other things more fabulous. Among
which, he says there will be a Millennium after
the resurrection from the dead, during which the
Kingdom of Christ will be corporeally established
upon this earth; which I suppose he ‘expected
from misapprehending the discourses of the Apos~
tles, by not understanding what they had figur-
atively spoken. For he was a man of a very
slender judgment, as may be cenjectured from his
publications. However, he was'the cause why
very many ecclesiastical persons, from. regard to
his antiquity, adopted the same opinion, as Ire-
neeus, and any other who has professed the same
tenets.”* Origen, who inflicted a grevious injury
upon religion, by setting an example of wild ex-
travagant allegorising of the Scriptures, repeatedly
reprobates the system. In one place he says, it
was a doctrine that was embraced only by ¢ some
silly peeple.” Elsewhere he adds, ¢ They believe
that, after the resurrection, we shall, according to
the chief promises of t}xe Gospel, eat and drink;

* Eusebia Hist. Eccles. Lib, iii. cap. 39
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and, as some of them say, shall have ¢childeen, If
these things should be divulged amomg the hesr
then, they would bring a great reproach for folly
- apon Christianitys for many of the heathien enterr
tain a far better belief.”* Jerome’s opinion mey
be easily discovered. ¢ If we understand the Rer
welation literally, we must judaize; if spiritaally,
as it is written, we shall seem to contradict many
of the ancients.”+ And Augustin, whe informs ue
that he himself had once embraced the tenets of
the seet, says, that their notions might be tolerat-
ed, ¢ If they mentioned sny spiritual delights
which the saints might enjoy by Christ’s presenee:
but since they affirm that those who shall then rise
shall indulge in earnal banquets, not only without
modesty, but beyond belief, none but carpal men
-can believe such things.”’{

While these men employ such language, is there
any neeessity for adding another word respecting
their sentiments concerning the system?

8. The absurdities of the Millenarian doctrines,
led some of the ancients to call in question the in-
spiration of the book of Revelation,

On this subject, a few sentences may be prodno-
ed from Eusebius. ¢ We have heard that at the

# Prolegomiaa to the Cantidss sad Philocalis, cap. 26, p, 99, sdd-
ed to Spencer’s edition of Ais work against Celsus.
. + Hieronymi Proem, in Esaie lxv.
3 Augusteni Do Lenitate, Dei, Lib, xx. cap. 7.



811

sams {ims one Cerinthus was the founder of ano-
ther beresy. Gaius, whese words I have already
quoted, in a disputation which is still elrculating,
writes of him as follows: ¢ Cerinthus, by revela~
tions, as if they had boen written by some great
Apostle, has published some marvellous tales,
which he pretends were commynicated to him by
angels: saying, that after the resurrection, the
Kingdom of Christ will be earthly; and that men
living again in the flesh at Jerusalem, will be sub-
ject to desires and pleasures. Being an enemy to
the Sacred Scriptures, and wishing to seduce into
error, he says there will be a thousand years spent
in marriage festivity ! Dionysius aléo, who In our
time was chosen Bishop of the church of Alexan-
dris, in his second book concerning the Promises,
speaking from ancient tradition of the Revelation
of John, says, # Cerinthus, the founder of the
heresy which bears his name, wishing to give a
respectable same ¢o his forgery, was the author of
that book. For this was one of his tenets, that
the Kingdom of Christ would be terrestrial : and
being a licentious gluttonous man, he dreamed that
it would ‘consiet in those things which be himself
loved: that is, in meat, and drink, and marriage;
and that he might provide these things with a bet-
ter graee, it would consist in feasts, sacrifices, and
the killing of victims.’”*

* Eugebii Hist. Ecclesiast, Lib. iii. cap 24, See also more
to the same purpose, book vii. chap. 25.
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Does it follow from these statements, that the
Church was possessed of Millenarian tendencies,
either in the age of Eusebius or in any preceding
period? Was the rejection of the Apocalypse it~
self by some, from the sanction which it was sup-
posed to give to the system, any proof that Millen-
arian tenets were generally adopted by the Chris-
tian world.

4. The early Millenarians were obliged to
write in support of their principles, and to defend
them from attacks.

Nepos, believing that he could prove from the
Revelation of St. John, that the promises were to
.be literally fulfilled, and that there would be a
thousand years spent in sensible enjoyments upon
earth, wrote a book, entitled a Refutation of the
Allegorical Expositors, or those who explained
the promises relating to the Millennium figura~
tively.* - And Irenseus endeavours to confute
these expositors, by shewing the inconsistencies
and contradictions, in which he imagined that
they involved themselves. 1 -

But if the whole Christian world had adopted
Millenarian tenets, would there have been occa-
sion for any such arguments and discussions at

all?
Each of the former proofs that was offered for

* Eusebii Hist. Ecclesiast: Lib. vii. cap. 21
. 4 Irenwi Operum Lib. v. cap. 35.
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the establishment of the modern Millenarian the-
ory, upon examination was found to give way.
This appeal to antiquity is really as unsuccessfal
as any of its predecessors. . The notions adopted
by the ancient Millenarians differed widely from
" those held by the moderns. They were never
admitted into any creed. They were rejected by
the most eminent Christian Fathers. The aver-
sion to them was so general and strong, that some
questioned the inspiration of the Book of Reve-
lation on account. of the sanction which it was
supposed to give them. And the ancient Mille-
narians themselves by their language, and by their

efforts to secure disciples to their tenets, de- -

monstrate that their system never had gained a
general reception. L

~ Itis needless to say one word more to shew the
groundlessness of the assertions, that Millenari-
anism was the universal belief of the primitive
church, and that the modern dactrines are mere-
ly the revival of the faith of the first ages of the
Christian world.
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'T is welL—Be tumult hush'd in town and
street,

Unheard be mockery, and unmark'd e
sneer;

Not thus thy ill-starr’d rule we valnly meet,

Not by rude taunt, nor with unmanly
fear—

Dauntless our Queen, insulted — yet more
dear,

REVIEW OF REL1GI0US PUBLICATIONS.

God's word is ours, in land and language

ours.

Sooner shall fall Saint Peter’s dome and
towers,

Than one sure word of Heaven, before all
Papal powers.

J. R. LEircuiLDp,

Rebiels of Relfgious Publications.

Tas Lasr TRIiNGS: An Ezamination qf the
Doctrine ¢f Scripture concerning the Resur-
rection, Second Coming of Christ, and
the Millennium; with Special Reference to
the Second Edition of the Rev. D. Brown's
Work on the Second Advent. By the Rev.
WarTer Woop, AM,, Elie.
MILLENNARIANS, or, as, for the sake of

distinction, they must now be designated,

Pre-Millennialists, deserve credit for tho quan.

tity of work which they get through in the

way of publication, although, on the score of
quality and healthful tendency, their labours
entitls them to very slender commendation.

Searcely a month passes without the appear-

ance of some pamphlet, spruce duodecimo, or

closely printed octavo, ringing the usual dull
and monotonous changes on the common-
places of history, the literalities of prophecy,
and the restoration of the Jewish temple,
with its ancient appendages of altar, sacrifice,
and priesthood. But whilst this perpetual
stream of print is sent forth from the fountain
of Pre-Millennialism, its tendency is neither
to fertilise nor beautify. It either stagnates
in pestilent swamps, which beget some of
the most alarming forms of mental disease;
or sweeps on in headlong torrents, which
leave scarcely n vestige of truth or sound
Secriptural interpretation behind. We have,
indeed, known rohust and active Christians
who were devoted to every good work, and
formed centres of extended usefulness in the
localities where they dwelt, converted into
dreaming sentimeontalists, or contemplative
visionaries, by adopting Pre-Millennial notions
and principles o? prophetic interpretution.
Missions, home and foreign, were dizcounten-
anced, and deemed impertinent intrusions into
the provinco of Jehovah; and Gentile nations
were looked nupon simply as fuel destined for
combustion amid the conflagration which
is to usher in the advent of the Messiah;
whilst the Jews were regarded as the ex-
clusive objects of Heaven's solicitnde, and

Jeruselem was sighed after with more than

the enthusiasm of Crusaders, as the sacred

capital of the world. Nor, we are satisfied,

have such instances of superinduced fana-

ticism been rare among the disciples of Pre-
Millennialism. For, whatever may be main-
tained by its advocates, it is impossible
to adopt those principles of prophetic in-
terpretation which form the essential ele-
ments of the system; or to embrnce those
vigws of the gospel and the kingdom of Christ
which form the Alpha and the Omega of Pre-
Millennial publications, without having the
spirit of solicitude for the salvation of perish-
ing multitudes around us quenched, the arm
of active effort for spreading the truth para-
lized, and ;the futuro filled, not with bright
visions of the benignant triumphs of Chris-
tianity among Gentile nations, but with dark
pre-intimations of their sudden destruction,
amid tempest and storm and fire. We cannot,
indeed, doubt that Christians, who look upon
the Jews as invested with peculiar rights, and
as dostined to occupy their capital rebuilt
with more than its ancient splendour, whilst
they believe that the gospel must be preached
among all nations before the end come, may
be inforior to none in prayerful solicitude and
active effort for the salvation of the wurld;
but we hold it to be impossible that tlicse
wlio embrace and act out the Pre-Millenuial
notions advocated in the volume now before
us, can be distingnished by high practical
activity and zeal in promoting the evangeliza-
tion of Gentile nations. If it is believed that
belore sunset, or before to-morrow’s dawn, the
sound of the archangel's trumpet may be
heard, that the bright pavilion-cloud in which
the Messiah shall descend may be seen, and
that the universal conflagration of elemental
fires may enwrap the world, and consume the
nations of the Gentiles; if it Is maintained
-—a8 we believe it is hy Pre-Millennialists—
that tho gospel is to be preached as a witners
agninst the great majority of the human
family, and not as a means of salvation—
what possible inducement can be felt to give
general dissemination to the truth, or to
attempt to shield the impenitent from the
doom that impends over them, and may, per-
haps, descond before an effort can be made,
or & thought expressed in words? The direct
tendency, we belleve, of the Pre-Millennial
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scheme is to beget indifference in reference to
the melioration and progress of the human
family, to inspire with notions of self-com-
placency that are closely allied to the worst
forms of selfishness, and to extinguish all
generous and manly purposes amid an atmo-
sphere of dreaming and sickly sentimentality.

The writer of this volume is unknown to
us, and perhaps—as some men of high prin-
ciple and generous resolves rise superior to
the creed which they have embraced—he may
be distinguished for his activity and zeal in
seeking the salvation of the world. If #0, we
congratnlate him on the fact, that his infeli-
citous creed bas not yet corrupted his under-
standing, or benumbed his sympathies; and
cannot help regarding it as an intimation
that, should he be spared to witness the light
which the events and the scholarship of the
next twenty or thirty years will throw upon
the prophetic page, his Pre-Millennialism
will be one of the things on which he will
lock with astonishment and regret.

His book, although containing nothing
new, is highly creditable to him in many
respects. On the whole, it is pervaded by
moderation of spirit, competency of scholar-
ship, and clearness of style. It is, however,
tainted throughont with the vices of the
system. There are endless assumptions, false
- and trifling forms of criticism, and coustant
attempts to obscure or pervert the simple
meaning of Scriptore, elaborate accumulations
of texts and pnesages which prove nothing,
illogical forms of ressoning, and occasionally
a tone, in reference to his antagonist, not
at all to our taste. These things will strike
every intelligent reader of the volome, whose
prejudices are not already enlisted on behalf
of the theory contended for by Mr. Wood.

It is unnecessary to enter minutely into an
examination of the views and reasonings of
Mr. Wood, as they differ in no respect, as far
as we can discover, from what has been
repeatedly published to the world by Pre-
Millennialists.  He contends for the re-
storation of the Jews to Palestine, and, for
their distinctness and superiority, during the
Millennium, amid the nations of the Gen.
tiles, by the eminence of the position which
they will occupy, and the observance of their
ancient rites; he holds that all the sainted
dead will be raised, and all living Christians
mysteriously changed, at the commencement
of the Millennium, but that the resurrection
of the wicked will not take place till its
close; he maintains that the Millennium
will be nshered in by the destruction of the
impenitent, by the overthrow of all the king-
doms of the world, and by the conflagration
of the heavens and the earth; he further
believes that during the Millennium Christ
and the charch of the firstborn will remain
enshrouded in & mysterious cloudy pavilion,
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which is to continue suspended over Jeru-
salem, admitting, at the same time, a species
of dim and distant communion with the fa-
voured inhabitants of that city. All this is,
of course, familiar to every one who is ac-
quainted with the distinctive elements of the
Pre-Millennial creed, and is throughout Mr.
Wood's volume pleaded for and defended in
the usual style of dreamy assumption and
false reasoning, based on the literality of pro-
phecy. According, indeed, to the principles
of exegesis and interpretation adopted by
Mr. Wood and his fellow Pre-Millennialists,
it wonld be no dificnlt matter to find a foot-
ing in the Scriptures for the wildest forms of
fanaticism that ever excited the astonishment
or amused the credulity of Christendom.
Nay, more; give us the license, and random
principles of interpretation, on which Pre-
Millennialists base their system, and we will
undertake to make something of the oracles
of Dodona or Delphi, and to extract a theory,
not less plausible than that of Mr. Wood,
from the pages of the Koran, or the fictions
of Oriental mythology.

But, without following Mr. Wood along
the oft-trodden path he pursues throughout
this volume, we will state two or three general
grounds on which the theory of Pre-Mil-
lennialists appears to us not only untenable,
but fraught with mischief.

We observe, then, that it is based on a false
priuciple of prophetic interpretation. It must
have been remarked by every one acquainted
with the subject, that, in attempting to ex-
plain the language of prophecy, Pre-Millen-
ninlists almost uniformly fall back on the
Jews as their great masters and exemplars,
conceiving that, as to their hands the oracles of
God were committed, their principle of inter-
pretation must be a sound one. But, judging
from the whole history of that people, from
tho enarliest times down to the present, is it
not clear that they have uniformly misunder.
stood or misrepresented the most important
anuouncements of prophecy touching them-
selves as a people, and the Messiah as the
Princo of peace and the Saviour of the
world? We should have imagined, indeed,
that the notorious and criminal blindness of
the Jews in referenco to the truc import of
prophecy, and the consequent judgments
which smote and overwhelmed them, would
have convinced all Christian interpreters,
that to follow in their steps, or imitate their
example, must involve a principle at once
false and dangerous. Besides, does not the
principle of literal interpretation conduct to
all that is incongruous and absurd? Let
it be carried out to its full extent, as indeed
it has been by not a few Pre-Millennialists,
and must not its advoeate expose himself to
the charge of insanity, by expecting, not only
the return of the Israelites to Palestine, the
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rebuilding of their temple, and the re-ap-
pointment of their ritual in more than its
ancient splendour, but the upheaving of
Mount Zion until it overtops the Andes and
the Himalayas, the restoration of fallen mo-
narchies and desolated cities just as they were
thousands of years ago, and the appearance
of phenomena utterly incompatible with the
laws and arrangements of the physical uni-
verse? The literalities of the Pre-Millennial
scheme, indeed, involve the most monstrous
forms of absurdity, and, besides, divest the
kingdom of the Messiah of all its moral and
spiritual grandeur, and reduce it to the low
level of & glittering and sensuous pageant.
Surely, then, the principle that conducts to
such an issue as this must be false, when
applied to predictions concerning the latter-
day glory.

Again, it appears to us that the theory of
Pre-Millennialists is opposed to the genius
and design of the gospel. There is, as every
candid and intelligent reader of the New
Testament must have observed, an amplitndo
that embraces all nations, and a spirituality
that forbids all temporal distinctions, in our
intercourse with Heaven, belonging to the
gospel. It pronounces all men to be of one
blood, and annuls the distinction of bond
and free, of male and female, of Jew and
Gentile. But the Pre-Millennial scheme would
perpetuate, and even intensify, the distinction
between the descendants of Abraham and
the Gentile nations; and, descending to the
utmost viciousness in carnality, would stamp
the Saviour himself simply as a Jew, and
would limit the manifestation of His
glory, during the Milleonial reign which it
contemplates, to Jerusalem and its vicinity;
whilst it assigns the highest and most honour-
able places in His kingdom to those who
observe the renovated pomps and ritualism
of the Jewish dispensation. And hence,
instead of being distinguished by the breadth
and comprehensiveness and spirituality of
the gospel, it is reduced to the narrow and
beggarly dimensions of sectarianism and
carnality. Further, the gospel is essentially
a system of gentleness, alien from all violence
or overwhelming judgments as agents of con-
viction and enlightenment, seeking to win
men's homage and love by moral and spiritual
means, and not to command their prostrate
and trembing allegiance by engulfing earth-
quakes and tempests of fire, which at best
can be but physical demonstrations of
omnipotent power. But Pre-Millennialism,
evidently disputing the fitness of moral and
spiritual agencies to effect the conversion of
the world, and to secure the destined tri-
umphs of the Saviour, not only plends for
the crowding of scattered millions within the
narrow limits of Palestine, the appointment
of & temple nnd ritusl more gorgeous than
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thoss prescribed to Moses, and the visible
enthronement of the Messiah in a cloudy
pavilion or tabernacle, but contends for the
thunder pesl, the fiery tempest, the cornbustion
of the elements, the sudden crushing and
trampling down of vast multitudes, the flow-
ing of rivers of blood, and all conceivable
tokens of omnmipotent vengeance, a3 essential
to the ultimate establishment of the peaceful
and heavenly kingdom of the Son of God.
Tt appears to us then, that Pre-Milleonialism,
instead of breathing the gentle spirit of the
gospel and identifying itself in principle with
Him who rebuked his disciples when they
were disposed to invoke the vengeauce of fire
on the disobedient, is instinct with a spirit
derogatory to the character and purposes of
the Messinh, and kindred with that of vio-
lence and the most tremendous forms of per-
secution. On this ground, therefore, were
there no other, we should reject it as a system
which savours not of the things which belong
to the kingdom of God.

But, once more, Pre-Millennialism has a
direct tendency to beget a dreaming senti-
mentalism, which takes delight in hunting
out the commonplaces of history, in tracing
fanciful coincidences, in musing over the
Scriptures as exclusively Jewish, and in
picturing to itself visions of literal and sen-
suous magnificence, until the imperative .
claims of active obedience are forgotten, and
piety becomes a weak, emasculated, romantic
thing, fitted to speculate and simper in the
coteries of elegant drawing-rooms, rather
than to make sacrifices, and struggle in
the high places of the field, to gain the
moral conquests of truth. This may be
denied as an unfounded accusation, but is it
not attested by facts? For, whilst there are
unquestionably some men of high scholarship,
and of generous and active principle, who
have embraced Pre-Millennialism, are not the
great majority of its advocates and dis-
ciples to be found among ignorant, or half-
educated men, who have escaped from Cam-
bridge or Oxford, without knowing even the
rudiments of theological science, and among
those whose leisure and luxurious ease form
the very hotbed of all that is fantastic and
visionary and sentimental?

But we cannot dwell longer on the subject;
our Iimits forbid. We trust, however, we have
snid enough to convince our readers that Pre-
Millennialism, whatever names may be en-
listed under its banner, and whatever prestige
wealth and rank may throw around it, is
utterly inconsistent with the spirit and design
of the gospel, and consequently fraught with
mischievous cousequences to mankind, aud
dishonour to God.
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heaven can neither aymbolically nor literally mean the
literal earth, nor souls mean dead bodies! If so, Scrip-
ture may mean anything you please; but the responsi-
bility must be great of those who father upon the Holy
Ghost their own rash and groundless fancies !

This is the manner in which Dr Cumming represents,.
or rather misrepresents, Dr Whitby's argument. He

mentions what he considers his two principal ones, as of -

course containing the substance of the whole. Dr
‘Whitby’s treatise consists of thirty-four close columns,.
embracing four chapters in numerous sections. Chapter
first is headed—* That the doctrine of the millennium
was never generally received in the church of Christ, is-
proved, 1, From the testimony of Justin Martyr,” &e..
In this he examines the whole history of the doctrine in-
ancient times, and tells us who refuted it. Origin says,,
“ Those things, should they come to the ears of heathens,
would lay a great imputation of folly on Christisnity,”
&c. Dr Cumming does not seem to have seen this! ‘It
had its rise,” saith Eusebius, ‘from Papias, a man .of
elender judgment.” He that speaks of Irenacus, adding,
‘if there were any other of the same judgment,” secms
to intimate that therc were not many. Origin saith
there were only ¢some’ that held this doctrine—some
of the simpler sort.” None speaks more contemptibly
of this doctrine than Origin, who represents it as a
wicked doctrine, a reproach to Christianity, It cannet
be doubted but this opinion then lost ground daily, and
was ganerally decried by the learned of those centuries,
*The most, and those pious men,” says Epiphanius,
‘look upon these words as true indeed, but to be taken
in a spiritual sense.” Dionysius of Alexandria saith, it
{made schisms in the church), declaring how fully he
confuted it, and reconciled the brethren that were con-
tending about it, and prevailed upon the author and
ringleader of this doctrine to own he was convineced of
his error.” Chapter ii. is headed, ¢ How far 1 differ
from the ancicnt and modern millenaries, and in what
I agree with them,” &c, "Chapter iii. *This chapter

Al
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camtains an answer to all the axguments produced from
8cripture,” &c.  Chapter iv. “ contains arguments against
the literal meaning, &c., 1, from its inconsistency with the
bappv state of souls departed; 2, from the accurate
descriptions of the resurrection in the holy Scriptures,
without any mention of a first and second resurrection ;
3, from the inconsistency of it with the genius of the
Christian faith, and the nature of the gospel promises.”
Now, of all this, how much does Dr Cumming notice?
Just seven words, and that only to misrepresent them.
Dr Whitby neither refers to the prodigal sen, nor the
valley of vision, though he well might, if he had had time,
for the argument from either is conclusive and unanswer-
able; but he quotes half a text from the valley of vision
to show the figurative use of one word—* graves.”

2. Wehave seen how Dr Cumming represents Dr Whitby
—now, how does he reason against him? Thus, “In the
Bght of these two instances, he views the resurrection of
the martyrs and saints described in this chapter. He
has confounded things that differ. (!) What looks like
illustration is really not so. When we read of these
resurrections, we likewise read of deaths corresponding
to them. Thus, the death of the Jews is shown in the
imagery to have been national—their resurrection must
be national too.” Now, what is all that to the purpose?
He seems to “ confound things that differ!” The sole
question is, Is the imagery symbolic? and, if so, why
may not the imagery that John saw be symbolic also?
None can doubt that Ezckiel’s is symbolic, and the
inference is natural that Johw’s is s0 too; and then
“the thrones,” “souls,” and *resurrection,” are not
literal, but merely symbols of the dignity, “the spirit,
and purity, of the times of the primitive martyrs,”
and of the “revival” or “spiritual resurrection” of “the
¢hurch of Jew and Gentile” in millennial glory.” “But
the death of the martyrs,” he continues, ““is pronounced
to be individual, literal—as national death, in the case
of the Jews, implied that their resurrection would be

sational—=s0 the literal death, in the case of the martyrs,
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The PWillennium and the Fate Edward gij.ming.

ONE of the most mysterous sources of extravagant and erroneous senti-
ments—in the declining days of many eminent men—is the hard-working
and over-taxing of the mental powers. It is a fact that men of God of
a rough, ready, and often reckless mind, live many, many years, without
evincing the slightest evidence of any defective change in their senti-
ments, experiences, or expressions; while the finely-wrought texture
of other men’s reflecting and thinking powers are often found, toward
the end of the journey, to spring a leak somewhere; and the waters of
error overwhelm the spirit, and to a certain extent as regards time, the
vessel is lost. Let the living and laborious students of the present day
lay this fact to heart.

In Mr. Grant’s new volume, “The End of All Things,” he gives
the Millenarians the following solemn lecture. He says :—

¢ The Millenavians proudly claim the late Edward Irving as having
been one of the most earnest believers in the personal reign of Christ,
and among the most zealous in the promulgation of that article of his
Christian creed. Their claim is just. In his latter days he was a
Millenarian in the strictest sense of the word. From the years 1827 to
1830 the Millenarian question attracted a measure of attention it never
had done before. It was brought under the notice of thousands of
Christians, who, though remarkable for their knowledge of Scripture on
other points, had never bestowed a single thought on the question of
Christ’s personal reign on earth. The cause of this was the prominence
given to.,it by the Rev. E. Irving, at that time at the summit of his
popularity. Solely with the generous view of assisting a Spanish friend,
he had in the previous year studied the Spunish language, and made
such progress in his knowledge of that language as to be able to translate
it into English. Just at this time a book written in Spanish, entitled
¢The Coming of the Messiah in Glory and Majesty,” came into his
hands. As this work struck him much, and powerfully expressed his
own views on the more important aspects of the Millennial question, he
at once set to work and translated it into English. It excited great
attention, and gave an impulse, in conjunction with his own preaching
on Millenarian topics, to the hypothesis of a personal reign of Christ on
earth, surpassing, most probably, anything known in the Church since
the second or third centuries. The book which Mr. Irving thus
translated from the Spanish was written by an anthor who professed to
have been a Jewish convert to Christianity, and who gave the name of -
Juan Josaphat Ben-Ezra on the title-page. He was, however, a Spanish
priest of the order of Ignatius Loyola, and his real name was Lacunza.
In this matter the author of the work in question acted on the Jesuit
maxim that the end sanctifies the means, and therefore the false repre-
sentation which he made of himself did not cause him a moment’s
uneasiness. Whether Mr. Irving was aware of the fraud which had
thus been practised on the readers of the book I have no means of
knowing, not having access to the work itself as it came from Mr.
Irving’s hands. How much he admired the book may be inferred from.
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some of the phrases expressive of praise he applied to it. He said that
he found in it, as Mrs. Oliphant mentions.in her Life of Edward Irving,
‘the hand of a master,” it was the ‘chief work of a master’s hand,’ it

" was ‘a masterpiece of reasoning’ which he felt assured God had sent
him at that particular time for the love of his Church, ‘and it was a gift
which he had resolved well how he might turn to profit.’

-*But, -in addition to the impulse which Mr. Irving gave to Mil-
lenarianism through the publication of this book, he did much to
promote its progress in various other ways. He established a quarterly
journal called the JMorning Walich, almost the same size as our leading
quarterly reviews, for the sole purpose of advocating Millenarian views.
That journa) lasted for:several years; but the extravagance of some of
the collateral notions which Mr. Irving intermingled with simple Mil-
lenarianism, rather impeded than promoted the dactrine of the personal
reign of Christ on earth. The doctrine, too, of speaking with tongues,
the assertion of the . peccability of Christ’s humanity, the zealous
advocacy of the opinion that the power of working miracles was still
vested in the Church, and not the expectation ouly, but, from time to
time, the repeated assertion, in terms the most emphatic, that Christ
would come immediately to reign personally on the earth,—all these
and other sentiments no less confidently advanced, and earnestly and
frequently inculcated, both from his pulpit and through the press, injured
rather than benefited the cause of Millenarianism among the more sober-
minded mon in the religious world.

“It was my happiness to know Mr. Irving personally, as well as
often to hear him preach ; and I would be doing violence to my feelings
if I made any reference to his name without saying, that I have never
met with.a man in whom there was such a striking combination of
intellect of the loftiest order, with great simplicity of character, extreme
geniality of nature, and ardent piety. It was impossible, unless there
had been an utter absence in one’s bosom of all the sympathies of
humanity, to be in that great-and good man’s sogiety for many minutes
without regarding him with a love and admiration -too great to be
expressed. But, while I say all this, and say it with a depth and
sincerity of fesling which could net be.surpassed, Mr. Irving's greatest
friends and admirers will concur with me when I state, that for the
latter six. or seven years of his life his judgment was not to be depended
on in reference to any religious matter. And as he lived during the

last few years of his, existence on earth in.the full belief of the
momentous errors to which I have alluded, so he retained them till his
dying hour. . Even more than this,—he added one more error to them a
very brief period before his death. When his .physicians and friends,
seeing him in the last stage o umption, prepared. him, in the spirit
of affectionate faithfulness, for the solemn event which was at hand, he
would not believe that he was dying, or ever would die, but that he
would be changed in the twinkling of an eye, and, in a transformed
body, made unspeakably glorious, be eaught up to heaven. I have
received this statement from one who saw him when on his. dying bed.
The Millenarians therefore do not strengthen their cause by quoting the
name of Edward Irving as an authority in favour of their views. :

“The intensity of the enthusiasm with which Mr. Irving entered
into the notion of a personal reign of Christ on earth is well described
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in his Life by Mrs. Oliphant. ¢The conception,’ she says, ‘of a
second advent nearly approacbing was like the beginning of a new life.
“The thought of seeing his Lord in the flesh cast a certain ecstasy on the
mind of Irving. It quickened tenfold his already vivid apprehension of
spiritual things. The burden of his prophetic mystery, so often darkly
pondered, so often interpreted in a mistaken sense, seemed: to him, in the
light of that expectation, to swell into divine choruses of preparation
for the splendid event which, with his own bodily eyes, undimmed by
death, he hoped to behold.” This biographer more than hints that the
extravagances which, towards the close of his career, proceeded both
from his lips and his pen were to be traced to a mind which, through
its prophetic studies, had lost its balance. That was, I believe, the
general conviction of his personal friends. It was mine also from what
I heard from him in private conversation, as well as from his pulpit
ministrations.  Yet, notwithstanding all this, he msde, up till the
last, many proselytes to his Millenarian notions and advanced views
respecting the circumstances under which the second advent would take
place. ' T

I see it stateéd in some recent Millenarian publications, that the
idea of Christ, with his saints, remaining and reigning inthe afr after
he has canght up his people tv meet him there, instead of reigning
literally on the earth, was unknown until some fifteen or twenty years
ago. This is an error. The statement is historically incorrect. The
notion had its origin with Edward Irving. 8o, too, did another doctrine
which has made great progress of late, and is, I am'sorry and surprised
to say, making a daily increasing progréss at the present time. I allude
to the doctrine of what is called the secret rapture. To this doctrine I
shall in a future part of my work advert at some length. ‘Snffice it, in
the meantime, to say that the doctrine consists in the assumption that
Christ will come and take his people who are alive up with' Him into
the air when he raises the saints who are in their graves and summons
them to meet him in aerial regions. So deeply did this notion take
possession of many of those who adopted Mr. Irving’s Millenarian
views, in conjunction with this other idea,—that Christ's second coming
might be looked for at any hour,—that they were as firinly persuaded
they would not see death, as they were of any truth in the Word of
God. I speak from personal knowledge here. I conversed with persons,
Just towards the close of Mr. Irving's life, who were equally vémarkable
for their intellectual attainments and high social position, who livkd, and
died too, in the belief that they shoula never taste of death, but be
individually caught up by Christ to dwell with him in'the’ air, hidden
from the world’s view until the ‘time' should ‘comie for the manifestation
of his visible glory. But I must not anticipate what T shall héreafter
have to say when T go formally and fiilly into this part of my subject.”

o

Are we indeed running the heavenly race? then there is no-avoid-
ing spectators, to wit, angels, devils, and wicked men. The latter may
reproach, vex, and threaten us, yet it becomes us not so much as to
turn our head to XHotice them, seeing we aré in a race which demands all
attention and aspeed. :
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IX.
THE SECRET RAPTURE OF THE SAINTS.

HILE the Brethren are generally, if not universally,
premillennialists, they must be peculiar even in
this belief, and hence their notion of the secret
rapture of the saints. Indeed, they are, in their

own estimation, such accurate students of prophecy, and

understand future events so clearly, that they demonstrate
the whole series of events connected with this glorious era,
by means of diagrams and charts.*

While many of their notions can be traced back to the
exploded fancies of early Christian writers, the dogma of
the secret rapture, seems to have had its first conception in
the wild imaginings, of that misguided son of genius, Edward
Irving. Any one desirous of studying this notion, will find
ample scope for patient investigation in the writings of Mr
Darby and Mr Bellett. A few quotations from publications
on the subject by leading 'writers among the Brethren, may
so far enable us to comprehend this dogma :

““No doubt the saints will be manifested before the judg-
ment-seat of Christ, to give an account of themselves to
God,” says Mr Darby, “but even this is not separated from
privilege, for they arrive there, already like Himself. Yea,
He has come Himself to fetch them there. This special
association with Christ is made good, not by Christ’s ap-

* See Charts by Sir E. Denny, and *‘Inquiry into the Doctrine of a
General Judgment,” p. 25.
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pearing, as we have seen (though manifested there), but by
His coming to receive them to Himself where He is ; His
introducing them into His Father’s house, and in the king-
dom placing them in the heavenly seat of government with
Himself. This is effectuated by His coming, and causing
them, raised or changed, to come up and meet Him in the
air. This is the rapture of the saints, preceding their and
Christ’s appearing : at that they appear with Him. So tkat
at their rapture He has not appeared yet. The moment of
their rapture none can know. Its distinctive character is
vital for him before whom the truth is set. I will now cite
some passages of detail, which show our exemption from
the tribulation predicted, a position in which the world will
find itself, and in an especial manner the Jewish people re-
stored to theirland. . . . How can I tell there will be
a tribulation ? I shall be answered, ¢ Passages of Scripture
positively declare there will be such.” I admit it; but
there are no passages which reveal it, which do not also
show that the Church will not be in it. As far as I am
aware they are these: Jeremiah xxx. 7; Daniel xii. 1;
Matthew xiv. 21 ; Mark xiii. 19; to which we may add
Revelation iii. 10, vii. 14. I am not aware of any other
which can be applied to this subject. Now who are in this
tribulation in the passages which speak of it in Scripture ?
Revelation vii. 14 could alone leave open the smallest ques-
tion. Of that I will speak. Of all the rest, the positive
evidence is, that the Jews are in it—the Church not. Jere-
miah tells us, ‘It is the time of Jacob’s trouble,’ the day
which none is like. That shows to whom it belongs. . . .
The statement, that there is a tribulation, declares the Jews
will be in it, the Church kept out of it. But there is a
passage obscure to most. (Revelation vii.). It is one of
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the signs of error and the enemy’s work, that he takes an
obscure passage to trouble the minds of saints, and unsettle
them by this means in great and plain truths. This passage
may be employed so, and hence I notice it also. That itis
not the Church which is spoken of here, is clear from the
promise to Philadelphia.”*

Again, we read—* The rapture is peculiar to Paul’s gos-
pel, while the agpearing in glory to earth is that of which
Peter testifies, who had received his mission from Christ on -
earth. . Paul’s commission belongs to the interval; Peter’s
to that which is before and after the interval. The Lord
goes away from earth, and promises to return again to earth
in like manner. This return is called in Scripture ‘the
appearing’ [manifestation]. While He is away, the Holy
Ghost comes down from Him, and forms a new thing—the
Church—one with Christ on high, the Holy Ghost abiding
in it. When this is completed (that is, the last member
gathered in), this Church will be caught away to meet Him
in the air, before He has actually appeared, and it will then
appear with Him in glory. It is of this catching away that
Paul speaks (as well as of the appearing) ; while we find Peter
and the other apostles only speak of the appearing itself.”t

Another writer of the same school says—* After the
Church is gone, Antichrist will be fully revealed, and this
will usher in the greatest tribulation that will ever take place
on the earth. As we have seen, after the Church is caught
away, the kingdom of heaven will remain, profession will go
on, and God will have some faithful servants among the pre-
vailing declension and apostasy. But besides all this, in

* ¢The Rapture of the Saints, and the Character of the Jewish
Remnant,” by J. N. Darby, pp. 49, 50, 58, 62, 63.
*+ ¢¢ Manchester Tracts for Believers—The Present Interval,” pp. 7, 8.
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Revelation xi. we read of God giving power to His two wit-
nesses, and they shall prophesy in sackcloth. There will
evidently be a decided testimony for God, and these wit-
nesses, with any associated with them, may be ‘the
brethren ’ of our passage—the people’s treatment of whom
decides their doom. Notice, too, that in Matthew xxiv. 14,
we read, ‘ This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come.’ From these passages we learn that
the godly remnant of those days will be surrounded with the
grossest deception, accompanied with the most frightful per-
secution. Among other things we read that no one will be
allowed to buy or sell, but he that has the mark or the name
of the beast. This must surely test the people of the na-
tions. All will be obliged to take part either with Satan and
his agents, or with the persecuted brethren of Christ.” ¥

Mr M¢ntosh says, after quoting 1 Thess. iv.—* Here,
then, we have presented to us what is commonly spoken of
amongst us as the rapture of the saints—a most glorious,
soul-stirring, and enrapturing theme surely—the brightest
hope of the Church of God, and of the individual believer.
The Lord /smself shall descend from heaven with a sum-
mons designed only for the ears and the hearts of His own.
Not one uncircumcised ear shall hear—not one unrenewed
heart be moved by, that heavenly voice, that divine trumpet-
call. The dead in Christ, including, as we believe, the Old
Testament saints, as well as those of the New, who shall
have departed in the faith of Christ—all those shall hear the
blessed sound, and come forth from their sleeping places.
All the living saints shall hear it, and be changed in a

* ¢ An Inquiry into the Doctrine of a General Judgment,” pp. 17,
20, 22.
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moment. And oh, what a change! The poor crumbling
tabernacle of clay exchanged for a glorified body, like unto
the body of Jesus. . . . It may perhaps present a diffi-
culty to some of our readers in laying hold of the truth
of the Christian’s hope of resurrection, that our Lord makes
use of the word ‘hour’ in speaking of the two classes.
¢ How,’ it is argued, ‘ can there be a thousand years between
the two resurrections, when our Lord expressly tells us that
all shall occur within the limits of an hour?’ To this ques-
tion we have a double reply. In the first place, we find our
Lord making use of the self-same word ‘hour,’ at verse 25,
where He is speaking of the great and glorious work of
quickening dead souls. *Verily, verily, I say unto you,
The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God ; and they that hear shall live.
Now, here we have a work which has been going on for
nearly nineteen long centuries. During all that time, here
spoken of as an ¢ hour,’ the voice of Jesus, the Son of God,
has been heard calling precious souls from death to life. If]
therefore, in the very same discourse, our Lord used the
word ‘hour’ when speaking of a period which has already
extended to well nigh two thousand years, what difficulty
can there be in applying the word to a period of one
thousand years? Surely none whatever, as we judge. But
even if any little difficulty yet remained, it must be thor-
oughly met by the direct testimony of the Holy Ghost, in
Revelation xx., where we ‘read, ‘But the rest of the dead
lived not again till the thousand years were finished. Zhss
£s the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath
part in the first resurrection : on such the second death hath
no power, but they shall be priests of God, and of Christ,
and shall reign with Him a thousand years.’ Verses g, 6.
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“There is positively no such thing in Scripture as a pro-
miscuous resurrection—a common rising of all at the same
time. We must abandon this idea altogether.” *

Mr Stanley, in endeavouring to determine the order of
events preceding the coming of Christ, as asserted in the
Book of Revelation, says—* The Church having been with
the Lord from chapter vi. now returns with the Lord in
chapter xix. The full number of the first resurrection being
cormnpleted in the beginning of chapter xx., then takes place
the millennjum, or thousand years’ rest, with Christ. The
rest of the dead live not until this thousand years’ rest is
completed. During this thousand years, every promise of
blessing to this earth will be fulfilled—Satan bound—sin not
allowed, but immediately judged. Then comes the end.
Satan is loosed a little while ; and then the great judgment
of the dead takes place (chapter xx. 11-15). And this over,
the eternal state of inexpressible blessedness sets in—new
heavens and new earth—

‘Where God shall shine in light divine,
In glory everlasting.” +

So while the Brethren are millenarian, they must differ
even from the great body of those who hold this doctrine,
by affirming that, previous to the millennium, saints shall
be removed by Christ to be with Him, where He is; and at
the end of a certain period, they do not say how long, Christ
and His people shall return to reign on earth a thousand
years! Nordo theyspeak very definitely as to where saints
shall be with Christ during this interval. Mr Darby ex-
presses himself in these terms:

* ¢ Papers on the Lord’s Coming,” pp. 32, 5I, 52.

t ¢ What God hath said on the Second Coming of Christ, and the
End of the Present Ages,” p. 31.
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“1It is not heaven, though I shall be in heaven: it is
Christ 1 am to get—the blessedest of all, Chrisz. Am 1
waiting for Christ? He will find a people waiting for Him
when He comes. How long the midnight cry goes forth,
we know not. It may do its work in a moment, of rousing
the hearts of the sleeping Church. Behold, the Bridegroom
cometh ! Scripture does not talk of going to heaven, but
of being with the Lord. The nearest approach to any
thought about heaven is to the thief on the cross—¢ This
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.’ ” *

I have thus endeavoured, by culling these passages from
the publications of Messrs Darby, M‘Intosh, Stanley, and
others, to present some idea of this notion as held by the
Brethren. Although they are about the most intelligible
passages I could discover, I fear that my readers, equally
with myself, must still fail to comprehend the subject. It
may be proper, therefore, to add a few sentences from a
small work by Dr Tregelles—one who had the best means
of knowing the religious views of the Brethren, owing to his
many years’ association with them, and intimacy with their
leaders, and who expresses himself with a clearness which is
quite refreshing, after having pursued the most hazy laby-
rinth which it has ever been our lot to pass through.

“The doctrine held and taught by many is,” says Dr
Tregelles,  that believers are concerned not with a public
and manifested coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven,
with power and great glory—not with His appearing when
every eye shall see Him, and when He shall sever the wicked
from among the just, but with a secret or private coming,
when the dead saints shall be secretly raised, the living
changed, and both caught up to meet the Lord in the air;

* ¢ Notes of Addresses at Edinburgh,” p. 46.

™
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‘that the shout, the voice of the archangel, and the trump of
God, do not indicate anything of publicity, for the ear of
faith alone shall hear them ; that the Church shall meet the
Lord, not at His visible coming, but in order to remain
with Him, at least for years, before His manifested advent ;
that after #4is secret coming there shall be in the earth a2
full power of evil put forth amongst both Jews and Gentiles;
that there shall be a time of unequalled tribulation and great
spiritual perils (with which the Church has nothing to do),
and that this condition of things shall end by the manifest
coming of the Lord. . . . After the opinion of a secret
advent had been adopted, many expressions in older writers
were regarded as supporting it; in which, however, the
word ‘secret’ does not mean unperceived or unknown, but
simply secret in point of time. Thus in a passage of
Milman—
¢ Even thus amidst thy pride and luxury,
Oh, Earth, shall this last coming burst on thee,
TAat secret coming of the Son of man ;
‘When all the cherub-throning clouds shall shine,
Irradiate with His bright advancing sign,
When the great Husbandman shall wave His fan,’ etc.

The third line was taken up as if it taught the new doctrine
of this secret coming, whereas the whole passage (even if
it had any theological value) teaches a coming in power,
glory, and publicity, in contrast to that which is private; so,
too, as to other writers, whose words were sometimes used.
. In 1863 I heard it publicly and definitely main-
tained that the secret coming is the second coming promised
in Scripture, and that the manifest appearing of our Lord is
His tAird coming. Many seem to think this who do not
say so in definite words. But a third coming is something
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very different from His coming again. . . . When
proofs have been asked for the doctrine of the secret
advent and secret removal of the Church, certain supposed
analogies have been sometimes presented instead, which
were thought to bear on the subject. But as analogy is a
resemblance of relations, it is needful that the facts should
be first known and demonstrated, instead of their being
merely supposed. It has been asked if the crossing of
Jordan by the children of Israel was not a thing known to
them only at the time and not heard of by the Canaanites
till afterwards? Whether Elijah is not to be taken as a type
of the Church, and Elisha as that of ‘the Jewish remnant?’
Whether the ascension of the Lord from the Mount of
Olives, seen by the disciples only, does not intimate a
second advent only to be known by the Church?

Some, indeed, ask, ¢ Have you not overlooked how plainly
the secret rapture of the Church is set forth in the Can-
ticles?’ But is it intended that we should interpret the
New Testament by the Canticles? Should we not rather
let the full light of the Christian Revelation shine on the
ancient Scriptures? Of one thing we may be certain, that
nothing in the Canticles can contradict our Lord’s words,
and His promise that His elect shall be gathered unto Him
by His angels, at His manifest coming with power and great
glory. Whatever may be the import of passages in the
Canticles which speak of secresy (‘the secret places of the
stairs,” etc.), or of the withdrawal of the bride from any par-
ticular scene (‘Come with me from Lebanon,’ etc.), we
ought to be so established in New Testament truth, as not
to imagine that these can set forth a secret rapture, unless
such a rapture had been definitely taught in the Word, in-
stead of its being contradicted. To learn the distinct hope
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of the Lord’s coming is a far simpler thing than it is to in-
terpret the Canticles.” *

Now, it is very singular, if anything like this awaits saints,
that the Scriptures should maintain total silence upon the
subject. There is, perhaps, no event yet future, so clearly
and fully revealed as Christ’s second coming. Prophecy, in
this instance, discards its usual obscurity, and assumes the
definiteness of*historical narrative, Wefind in Scripture not
merely incidental allusion made to it, but the fact announced
in language singularly free from ambiguity. It is therefore
all the more remarkable, that any devout students of Scripture
should fail to apprehend the nature and significance of the
event, and also, all the more easy to detect and expose their
error. In doing this as respects the dogma in question,

1. Advert first, to the various arguments and proofs adduced
on behalf of the secret rapture of the saints.

{(2.) The Scripture text on which the Brethren seem
chiefly to rely is 1 Thess. iv. 16-18. In this, however, we
deem them singularly unfortunate. Let us look at the pas-
sage: “The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first ; then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort
one another with these words.” Is a showt, the voice of the
archangel, and the trump of God, consistent with the idea of
secresy? Observe, too, the region in which this glorious
manifestation is made. It is in “the air,”—that is, in the

* ¢ The Hope of Christ's Second Coming,” by S. P, Tregelles,
LL.D., pp. 25, 26, 27, 30, 54, 55.
U
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Then we are exhorted to was¥, watck, and look for Christ's
coming (1 Thess. i. 10; 1 Cor. i. 7; 2 Thess. iii. 5; 1 Pet.
iv. 7; Luke xii. 37; Titus ii. 13; Phil iii. 20; Heb. ix.
28; 2 Pet. iii. 12; Jude 21), all of which expressions, imply
the foregoing of portents by which His coming may be dis-
tinguished.

¢« Oh,we admit,” reply the Brethren, ¢ that His manifestation
shall be public,—in the very nature of the case, it must be
50 ; but while it is so, as respects His manifestation, it is not
so, as respects His coming.” Now, any one by referring to the
texts which announce His coming, will at once perceive that
coming (wopovsier), and appearing or manifestation (émpdvsia),
are terms used synonymously, and that the one as certainly
as the other indicates publicity. Take the following in which
generally the former of these terms, and occasionally both,
occur to express Christ's coming—Matt. xxiv. 3, 27; 2 Thess.
ii. 8; James v. 7, 8; 2 Pet. iii. 4, 12; 1 John ii. 28,—all
of which intimate that it shall be public. We have also
already proved (see page 309), that saints regard with ex-
pectation and desire His appearing, equally with His coming ;
hence coming and appearing, must be identical, for not only
are they similarly regarded, but how can they was¥, 20k, and
hope for His appearing, if they have been already long with
Him? Then there are the corroborating facts, of the
righteous and the wicked being found associated on earth
till the final condemnation of all things; and the facts of
the resurrection and judgment of both, being simultaneous
or in immediate succession. Were Brethren views of Christ’s
coming true, for aught we know He may have already
come, and we now be living under the reign of Antichrist.
Thus the notion of a secret advent, is fitted to paralyse the

grandest motive of the Christian life.
X
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“So little,” says Dr Tregelles, “ had I heard of this argu-
ment on the words émgpdvsie and sagousie. for many years
(ever since 1839, when it seemed to be abandoned for other
theories), that I should scarcely have thought it needful to
notice it, had I not found that it was again revived. I well
remember how some used to press it, and how unspiritual
they thought the endeavour to show how these words are
really used in the New Testament. It is one of the cases
in which the attempt has been made to misrepresent the
JSacts of Scripture, and in which the uninstructed and unwary
have been misled.” * .

The theory involves a third advent of Christ ; indeed, the
Brethren, as Dr Tregelles informs us, maintain that “the
manifest appearing of our Lord is His #4#d coming.” The
assertion is only a sad instance of the length to which
theorists will go when they discard exact criticism, and
shut their eyes to the obvious disclosures of Scripture, that
they may palm off upon their adherents mere fancies instead
of solemn fact. Such a mode of interpretation may suffice
for those who constitute the limited class of sentimental
religionists, but is likely to find small favour generally in
an age when everything is subjected to the test of ngid
criticism.

* ¢ The Hope of Christ’s Second Coming,” pp. 43, 44.
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OF THE

MILLENIUM,
&c. &c.

et

PREFACE.

——

SCALIGER was pleased to say, ¢ Calvinus sapuit, quia non scrip-
sit in Apocalypsin ;" Calvin was wise, decause he did mot write

upon the Revelation. 1 confess, I do it not for want of wisdom; "

that is, because I neither have sufficient reading nor judgment to
discern the intendment of the prophecies contained in that book.
But yet, conceiving that I have either found out the true sense of
those words, xx. 4. which usually are alleged as the foundation

- of the supposed Millenium, or resurrection of the martyrs to reign '

with Christ on earth a thousand years; or, at the least, have said
what is sufficient to shew, it is not necessary to understand them
in a proper sense; I have comprised my sentiments of that contro-
versy in the ensuing treatise, which I submit to the judgment of the
reader. '

INTRODUCTION.

———

HavIiNG employed some thoughts upon the mystery of the con-
version of the Jewish nation, mentioned by St. Paul, Rom. ix. and
comparing the glorious things he there says of it, with-what the
prophets had foretold of the same thing in very high expressions;
I began to compare them with what was written in the Revelation,
concerning the new Jerusalem, the new heavens, and new earth,
and the * bride of the Lamb made ready for a marriage with him;”
and finding that this bride was thought, by the best commentators,
to be the Jewish church and nation, represented formerly by our
Saviour, as ¢ not baving on her wedding-garment,” Matt. xxii. 12.
that the new heavens and the new earth were the things pro-
mised to the Jews; that the new Jerusalem was described in the
very words of the prophets and Jewish writers, speaking of that
glorious state they expected towards the end of the world; I was
strongly inclined to conceive this glorious comversion, which St.
Paul saith shall be, even to the gentile, {w) éx vexpsv, “life from
the dead,” (Rom. xi. 15.) and which is by the prophets frequently
represented as the {woxoinotc, &vaorastg, i. e. the new-birth, revivis-
cence, resurrection of their dead church and nation, by the Messiah,
so that ¢ Savaroc olx éorac ¥, ““ death shall be no more,” (Rev.
xxi. 4.) might be the very resurrection intended by St.John ; and the
flourishing condition and union both of the Jewish and the gentile
church thus raised from the dead, and so continuing in peace and
plenty, and a great increase of knowledge and of righteousness,
and a return of the primitive purity of doctrine and of manners,
might be the reign of the saints on earth a thousand years, which
the apostle mentions : this naturally led me to a discourse of the
Millenium ; which being framed according to this new hypothesis,
I shall now offer it to the consideration of the learned, in the fol-
lowing method.

1. I shall state the true Millenium of the ancients; shewing
how far it was received, and by whom opposed, in the four first
centuries, and what were the particular opinions, which then ob-

tained, eoncerning the Millenium; and how- far the mod.er!l pa-
“trons of the millenary state have discarded the received opinion of
the ancients who embraced that doctrine.

2. 1 shall show what reason I have to conceive that this Millen-
jum is to begin with the conversion of the Jewish nation;anfi
doth indeed relate to the most happy state and flourishing condi-
tion the church of Christ shall at that time enjoy.

8. I shall attempt to answer all that hath been offered to prove a
proper and literal resurrection of the martyrs, and other Christian
sufferers, and saints, to reign on earth a thousand years; eonsit.ier
the pretences of them who place this reign before the conflagration
of the world, as most of the assertors of this doctrine do; and of
the reverend Dr. Burnet, who makes it to begin after the conflagra-
tion of the world. And,

4. 1 shall offer some arguments against this doctrine of the Mil-
lenium, or of the literal resurrection of the sairts and martyrs, to
reign on earth a thousand years.

CHAP. L

§ L. That the doctrine of the Millenium was never generally re-
ceived in the church of Christ, is proved, 1. From the testi-
mony of Justin Martyr and Irenwus. §.IL 2. Of Eusebius,
Origen, and Stephanus Gobarus, and the distinction which then
obtained betwixt the allegorists and the disciples of the letter.
§. IIL. An answer to the pretended tradition of Papias, men-
tioned by Irensus. §.1V. The Millenium of the ancients
differed from that which is now asserted by the most judicious
of the modern millenaries, in five particulars : (1.) The ancieots
generally beld that the temple or city of Jerusalem, should be.
new-built. (2.) That all the just were then to rise, and not mar-
tyrs only. (3.) That Jesus Christ should then reign on earth.
(4.) That they should fare deliciously, and enjoy corporal de-
lights. (5.) That they should beget children: all which things
are denied by the modern millenaries. §. V. The necessity of
these doctrines, according to the letter of the Scriptures, cited
for the Millenium, by those ancients who espoused that doc.
trine. §. VI. This error of some of the fathers, as to the Mil-
lenium, will not invalidate their authority as to any thing deli.
vered by them as eye-witnesses, or which they deliver as the
practice of the church of Christ in their days.

e ———

——

THE patrons of the Millenium do usually say, their doctrine was
both generally received in the three first centuries, and was de-
rived by tradition from the apostles; and that the first man who
opposed it, was Dionysius of Alexandria. In opposition to this
pretence, I shall endeavour to make it appear;

I. That this opinion was never generally received in the church
of Christ. :

II. That there is no just ground to think it was derived from the
apostles, but rather from a mistake of the words of the author of
the Apocalypse; or from the notions of the Jews, and of the Si-
bylline author. (See lib. ii.—iv.)

II1. That the new patrons of the Millenium diﬁ'e; in many

a
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things of moment from the ancient assertors of it, and have indeed
scarce any suffrage of antiquity for that Millenium which they do
so stifly maintain. And,

§. I. That this opinion was never generally received in the church
of Christ, appears sufficiently from the confessions and very words
of the two first assertors of it, whose writings are still extant, viz.
Justin Martyr and Irensus. I begin with Irenseus, because his
words will justify the ancient reading of the words of Justin Mar-
tyr, against the criticism upon them, or rather the corruption of
them, by Mr. Mead, ® and Mr. Daille. + Irenceus therefore speaks
thus; 1 “I am not ignorant, that some among us, who believe,
in divers nations, and by various works, and who, believing, do
consent with the just, do yet endeavour, transferre Aec (Gr. Me-
ragpépewv) to turn these things into metapbors,” or to carry them
from their proper to an improper sense, as metaphors are wont to
do: that this is the meaning, is evident from these words follow-
ing, ‘But if some have attempted to allegorize these things, they
have not been found in all things consistent with themselves, and
may be convinced from the words themselves.” Again, he com-
plains, that § ¢ the sentiments of some were carried away by the dis-
courses of the heretics; so that they were ignorant of the appoint-
ment of God, and the mystery of the resurrection of the just, and the
kingdom.” Here then we may evidently discern three sorts of men :
1. The heretics denying the resurrection of the flesh, and the Mil-
lenium. 2. The exactly orthodox asserting both the resurrection
and the kingdom of Christ upon earth. 3. The believers who con-
sented with the just, and yet endeavoured to allegorize and turn
into metaphor all those scriptures he had produced for a proper
reign of Christ, and who had sentiments rather agreeing with those
beretics who denied, than those exactly orthodox who maintained,
this reign of Christ on earth. Now these being almost a transla-
tion of the words of Justin Martyr,| they vindicate the reading of all
the manuscript copies of that writer; and exclude the hold criti-
cism of Daille and Mr. Mead. * Tell me truly (says Trypho¥),
Do you [ Christians] indeed confess, that Jerusalem shall be built
again, and that your people shall be gathered together ('there ), and
rejoice with Christ, together with the patriarchs, and prophets, and
those of our nation, or those who are made proselytes before the
coming of your Christ, or before you expect your Christ shall
come (to judgment)? Ordoyou only confess this, that thou mayest
seem to overcome us in questions ?’ . N :

Here you see that Justin Martyr did before, ravra dpoloyeiv,
confess these things, as be doth plainly, p. 243. where Trypho
baving put the question thus ; *“ What ! do you say, that none of us
shall have any inheritance in the holy mount of God 1” Justin Mar-
tyr replies; ¢ I say not so, but that the gentiles who repent, and
believe in Christ, shall inherit (it ), with all the patriarchs, and pro-
phets, and the just which proceed from Jacob :” and therefore he
here answers thus ;** « ] have before confessed, that I and many
others are of this mind, that these things shall happen. But then
again, I have intimated to you, that many Christians of a pure

® P. 583, 534.
$ Lib. v, cap. 33.
* § ** Quoniam igitur transferantor quorandam sententis ab heereticis sermonibus, et

sunt ignorantes dispositiones Dei, et myslerium justorumn resurrectionis, et regui
quod est principium jncorruptel®, per quod regnum, qui digni fuerint, assuescunt
capere Deam.” Lib. v, cap. 32. p. 495.

|| *“ Etrursus, quoniam aotem quidam ex his qui putantur recté credidisse, supergre-
diuntur ordinem promotionis justorum, et modus meditationis ad incorruplelam, ig-
norant heereticos sensus in se habentes,” &c. Cap. 31.

9§ Ejwe di paos annbiig, daie dvoiodopandiivas Tor Témor ‘liguratip FelTor dpohoyaize, xal
cvayBasaodar Ty Aady iudy, xal tipgardivas oiv T8 Xpiors, Gua Toic wargdgxess, xal
aoic mpophTasg, Xal Toic dwd ToU huaripoy yivovs, b xal TiY wgormAiTIY Yrvobva, wely in-
sty budw T Xpioriy weocdondrs ; Dial. cum Tryph. p. 506.

8 quiéynra oy oo xad wrpdrager, Eri by wiv xal AAno areAAR TaliTa eorobiey, b xal
whvrag izicraefls TobTo yamabuarer, wokhoie & al, nal Tav e nabapdc xal tho1Bols Srram
XpiaTiaviy yroiang, T00e pad yrmgidty doipuand eo.  Dial, com Tryph. p. 806,

t De Pcenis Salisf. et Haman, lib. v. cap. 7.

and pious judgment do not own this; (7 speak of Christians of a
pure and pious judgment : ) for as for those who are called Christ-
ians, but indeed are atheists, and ungodly, and heretics, I have
told you already, that they teach things wholly blasphemous, athe.
istical, and absurd (and therefore are not to come into the account
.of Christians). If therefore you have met with some of them who
blaspheme the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and deny the
resurrection of the dead, that confess not this, you are mot to
-esteem them Christians (or to take an estimate of the doctrines of
the Christians from them). They indeed deny the resurrection of
the flesh, and the Millenium ;* but I, and all Christians who
are exactly and in all things orthodox, know there will be a resur-
rection of the flesh, and a Millenium in Jerusalem, built, adorned,
and enlarged.” Here then, as in Irensus, is a plain distinction of
three sorts of men: 1. Of heretics, that were xara xdyra OAdo-
¢npos, entirely blasphemers of the God of Israel, and deniers of
the resurrection of the flesh, and consequently of the Millenium,
which supposed this resurrection. 2. Of Christians who were «a-
ra warra dployvipove, in all things orthodox, who owned both the
resurrection of the flesh, and the Millenium: and Justin Martyr
being of this opinion, and declaring here, that he thought it a
doctrine delivered by God; it could not be expected that he shoald
affirm of them, that held it not, that they were of a right opinion
inall things. 8. Of many Christians of a pure and pious judgment,
who did not own this Millenium. )

Obj. But * where (saith Mr. Daille) had he made mention before
of any such ?” I answer with another question, Where had he made
mention before of the many who confesséd the Millenium, as he
here saith he bad? Mr. Daille should have considered, that Justin’s
memory could not serve him to write down all he had discoursed
with Trypho, or that he might not think that part of his dis-
course necessary to be afterward committed unto writing; and then
this objection would not have seemed of force sufficient to have
authorized him to change Justin's words without any consent of
copies; into the direct contradictory words, and for Christians rj¢
xaBupdc yvépune, of @ pure judgment, to read, Christians i) rijc ca-
Bapdg yvépne, of an impure judgment; since such bold criticisms
will evacuate both the sense and force of any testimony.

§. 1. 2. This is still farther evident from the ancient writers
of the church, who plainly tell us, that this was a particular opi-
nion of some doctors of the church, and never was received by all.
«It had its rise (saith .Eusebius) from Papias, a man of slender
judgment ;+ but the antiquity of the man prevailed with many of
the ecclesiastics to be of that opinion, particularly with Irenwus,
and if there were any other of the same judgment with him.” Now
le that confesseth that most of the ecclesiastics were of that opi-
nion, plainly denies that all were of it. He that particularly speaks
of Irenwus, adding, ““if there were any other of the same judg-
ment,” seems to intimate, they were not many. Origen, in his Philo-
calia, (cap. 26. p. 99.) saith, they were only rwéc, some, that held
this doctrine, and that so clancularly, that it had not yet come to
the ears of the heatheris: and in his prolegomena to the Canticles,
(f. 69. B.) that they were only simpliciores quidam, some of the
simpler sort of Christians. Besides, of all the fathers of the Christ-
ian church, none hath spoken more severely and more contempti-
bly of that doctrine, than Origen, who represents it as a wick'ed
doctrine, a reproach to Christianity ; the heathen, saith he, having
better sentiments than these.  He therefore being then the great
doctor of the church, and continuing in great authority amongst all

® 'Eyd ¥, xail ol wovic clow Spfoprdpuons xath wivra Xpioiavl, -.z‘a-.,.ac W
yovictou imioripida, xal xina it by ‘lipraripe olxodopanbalon, xal xeoundion, xal
wAarwbsion, p. 307. . o
.t I xad 7ol er” adroy whioTois Soig Ty &Mnfuﬁuh,nc’mc‘fc awy'hfl:. wa-
eairiog yhym, T dpyairnre 7 -ardgds wanBAnphot'c, 5m¢ olv Bipmais, xal & T¢ AN
72 Suoia $goriy draori¢mer.  Euseb. Hist. Eccl, lib. iii. cap. 39.
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churchmen for above a hundred years; his scholars being also he
most celebrated doctors of that age, and one of them, viz. Diony-
sias Alexandrinus, undertaking to confute this doctrine; and his
Philocalia, where we find these severe sayings, being a collection
of the two great lights of the fourth century, St. Basil and Gre-
gory the divine; it cannot be doubted but this opinion then lost
.. ground daily, and was generally decried by the learned of those
centuries. In a word, Stephanus Gobarus,* in his account of opi-
nions in which the fathers differed from each other, reckons this as
the tenth, « That the just shall rise first, and live deliciously a
thousand years, eating, drinking, and begetting children: and that
there should be no precedence in the resun‘ection. no millenary
delight, no marriage then.”

8. This will be more evident, if it be considered, that as the
doctors of the church were then of different opinions, so were they
then distinguished by different names; as they who deniéd the
Millenium, saith Irenceus, attempted to allegorize the places pro-
duced by others for it, so had they upon that account the name
of Allegorists ; and therefore Nepos, a man, saith Eusebius, from
Dionysius of Alexandria, otherwise orthodox, but a writer for the
Millenium, styled his book “EXeyyor riy "AX\nyopioréy, or, A Re-
futation of the Allegorists. (H. Eccl. lib. vii. cap. 24.)

Accordingly, in Origen,+ they who deny the Millenium, are
Oi rporoloyoivres ra wpogifrixa, they who interpret the sayings
of the prophets by a trope; and they who assert it are styled,
*« Solius literee discipuli,” disciples of the letter of the Scripture
only ; the first, saith he, assert,  Horum vim figuraliter intelligi
debere,” the passages which they produce from Scripture ought to
be figuratively understood ; the other, saith he; understand the
Scripture, ‘¢ Judaico sensun,” after the manner of the Jews. Epi-
pbanius, § speaking of the Millenium asserted by Apollinarius,
saith,  There is indeed a Millenium mentioned by St. John; but
the most, and those pious men, look upon those words as true in-
deed, but to be taken in a spiritual sense.”

And here it may deserve to be observed, by the by, That the
primitive fathers derived almost all their considerable errors from
the Jews: viz. that angels had to do with women, and begat
giants of them; that the world was to end soon after the coming
of the Messiah; that Elias was in person to usher in his second
advent, &c. _

& 11I. 2. As for ‘the pretended tradition from the apostle
John, touching this doctrine, it is only mentioned by Irenzus, as
received from Papias; and the words in which it is delivered are
sufficient to demonstrate the incredibility and the apparent folly
of it: for these elders pretend to have heard from St. John these
romantic words; §‘“ The days shall come, in which there shall
be vines which shall severally have ten thousand branches, and
every of these branches shall have ten thousand lesser branches,
and every of these branches shall have ten thousand twigs, and
every one of these twigs shall have ten thousand clusters of
grapes, and in every one of these clusters shall be ten thousand
grapes, and every one of these grapes, being pressed, shall give
twenty-five metretas (that is, according to the mildest computation,
two hundred and 'seventy-ﬁve gallous) of wine ; and when one shall

® Apud Photium, Cod. 232. p. 894.

+ Tisgd "Agxém, lib. ii. cap. 12. f. 135. B. col. 1. B. c.

£ T 3 BiBAw dvaynioxorrag o mhsioros xal ebraBslc arspl 7 mvsupsardy elddrsc, xal
Iy alrh svpaTiciic Ixovra AauBavrrsc, danbii wiv irra, by abimm 3 caganlipnoa wiw-
orsinacw. Heer. Ixxvii. §. 26. p. 1031.

¢ * Quemadmodam presbyteri meminerunt, qui Joannem discipulum Domini vide-
runt, audtsse de eo, quemadmodum de temporibus illis docebat D , et dioebat,
venient dies in quibus vines nascentur singule decem millia palmitam habentes, et
in uno palmite dena millia brachiorum, et in uno vero palmite dena millia flagellorum,
et in unoquoque flagello dena millia botruum, et in unoquoque botra dena millia aci-
norum, et unumquodque acinum expressum dabit viginti quinque metretas vini, et
cam eorum apprehenderit aliquis sanctorum botram, alius clamabit botrus, ego me-
lior sum, me sume, per me Domino benedic.” Lib. v. cap. 3.

take hold of one of these sacred bunches, another shall cry out, I
am a better bunch, take me, and by me bless the Lord:” to
omit what he says, from the same tradition, of every grain of
wheat, and of apples, seeds, and herbs. Now can any man be
80 wholly bereft of sense, as to imagine this stuff could ever come
out of the mouth of an apostle ? No, certainly, he had it only from
the converted Jews, in whose writings, some learned persons have
informed me, the words cited by Ireneus from Papias, are yet
to be found. As for Papias, the only voucher of this tradition,
Eusebius informs us, he was a man of a very slender judgment,
as the story cited by Irenzus, from the fourth book of his dis.
course, may abundantly convince us, there being scarcely any
things in the most infamous of Romish legends more fabulous, .
than, as Eusebius truly saith, his traditional relations were.

§. 1V. 8. That the new patrons of the Millenium differ in many
things of moment from the ancients, and have indeed scarce any
suffrage of antiquity for that Millenium they maintain, will be
apparent, from a just representation of the Millenium of the an-
cients : for,

1. The ancient millenaries generally held, that the temple or
the city of Jerusalem should be rebuilt, and that the land of
Judea should be the habitation of those who were to reign on earth
a thousand years: so Justin Martyr (Dial. cum Tryph. p. 243. C.)
tells the Jews, that the believing gentiles should then dwell,
é 19 peu vg dyiyp, in the holy mount, and that they should then
acknowledge him, (p. 259. E.) é r¢ abrg rérp v ‘Ieposoripwy,
in the same place of Jerusalem where they crucified him: he con-
fesses also to Trypho, (p. 836. B. 307. B.) &vowodounSivar rov
rémov ‘lepovealp, ¢ That the place of Jerusalem should be
built, and that the saints should spend a thousand years in Jeru-
salem, buikt, adorned, and augmented,” and that ¢all Christians
entirely orthodox knew this would be so; and therefore they all,
(saith he, p. 312. B.) expected rov Xpioroy év Iepovoadip pari=
oeatar, Christ to appear in Jerusalem.” * In the times of that
kingdom Jerusalem shall be built,” saith Irenzus,* and the Jews
shall be restored to the land he gave to their fathers. “He
(i. e. Christ) shall build the holy city, (saith Lactantiust), and
there shall be the reign of the Just for a thousand years.” St.
Barnaby is very positive, 1« That the very temple which was
destroyed by their enemies should be rebuilt gloriously.” ¢ They
feign to themselves (saith 0ngen§) that the terrestrial Jeru-
salem should be rebuilt with precious stones, and that the aliens
shall be their servants to rebuild it.> Hence Dionysius|| of
Alexandria, in his book writ against them, derides their golden
Jerusalem upon earth, adorned with jewels, and the restoration of
the temple.” Whereas, scarce any of our new millenaries dare
assert, that this shall be the place of the habitation of the raised
saints, and one of them makes the whole earth to become a para-
dise for the reception of them.

2. They held this resurrection was not to be confined to the
martyrs only, but that all the just were then to rise, and reign
with Christ: this Justin Martyr confesses touching all Christian
people, all the believing gentiles, and the just progeny of Jacob,
in the forecited places. Irenzus frequently declares of the just
in general, that they shall arise to inherit the promises. Ter-
tullian affirms,7 that some shall rise sooner, and some later, but

® « Restitaet illos in terram quam dedit patribus ipsoram.” Iren lib. v. cap.
84,55. “ Sed in regni temporibus revocata (1. renovata) terr & Chrislo et reeedi-
ficata Hierusalem.”

t « Iu terra cum bis ipse regnabit, et condet sanctam civitatem, et erit regnum
justorum mille annis.” Epit. §. 11.p. 758,

$ Kal abrol ‘ol 7iy Exﬂgm Umnpiras dwinodopcies atriy, §. 16.

§ Tegi *Agyan, lib. ii. cap. 12.

|l Adversus Ireneeum Diunysius ecclesim Alexandrie Pontifex elegantem scri-
bit Librum, irridens mille annorum fabulam, et auream atqne gemmnumm terris Hie-
rusalem, instaorationem templi,” &c. Hieron. Preefat. in lib xvul Gom. in Innm

q Lib. iii. contr. Mar. cap. ult. verba vide infra.
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that all the just shall rise within the time of the Millenium.
 This Millenium (saith Lactantius*) belongs to all the just
which ever were from the beginning of the world :” whereas the
millenaries of this age do generally, with Dr. Burnet,t say, “ The
first resurrection, and the reign of Christ, seem to be appropriated
to the martyrs.” (Rev. xx. 4.)

" Moreover, the ancients extended this reign, on earth, not only
to the dead, but to the just also, who shall be then alive at. this
first resurrection; this being a necessary consequent of the
former doctrine, that this Millenium belongs to all the just. Thus
Irenwus,} amongst those, who are to enJoy the Millenium, reckons
¢ those whom the Lord shall find in the flesh, expecting him
from heaven, who having suffered tribulation, did nevertheless
escape the hands of the wicked.” Then * they that are found
living, shall not die,” saith Lactantius: § whereas it is inconsistent
with the hypothesis of Dr. Burnet, that any of the just should
be then living, since this Milleniumn -only begins after the con-
flagration of the world, and the burning of all thmgs that are
in it.

8. The ancients generally consent in this, that Jesus Christ -

shall then come down from heaven, and be seen on earth, and
reign there with his servants. Papias, the first assertor of this
doc.trme, declares, that ¢ it shall be a reign of Christ bodily
upon earth.”|| Justin Martyr tells the Jews, that they should
then see him whom they had pierced, and this in that very place
of Jerusalem where they had crucified him, that both the and
Christians should then be gathered together, and rejoice with
bim. Victorinus saith, ¢ This is that true sabbath, in quo
Christus cum electis suis regnaturus est, in which Christ is to
reign with his elect ;” and Lactantius saith expressly, * That Mille
annos inter homines versabitur, he shall be conversant with men
a thousand years.” Irena:us** seems not so clear as to this matter;
yet he declares, the just shall reign on earth, increasing by the
vision of Christ; for, saith he, * Christ will be every where seen,
as men are worthy to see him :” that which seems most expressly
in him to relate to this affair is this; that discoursing of our
Lord’s promise, To drink new wine with his disciples in the king-
dom of heaven, he declares,t+1 this “ cannot be done by him
whilst he remains in those celestial regions.” But Nepos was ex-
press in this, that,}} ¢ after this resurrection, the kingdom of
Christ was to be upon earth a thousand years; and the saints
were to reign with him in pleasures, or faring deliciously there :”
and therefore Dionysius saith of him, and the brethren that
magpified bis book, that §§ ¢ they bad no sublime or magnificent
thoughts of the glorious and Divine advent of our Lord, or of
our resurrection, and our gathering together, and assimilation to

® ¢ Verum ille cam deleverit injustitiam, acjustos qui d principio faerint, ad vitam
restauraverit, mille annos inter homines versabitur, eosque justissimo imperio reget.”
Lib. vii. cap.24. p. 722. .

t Book iv. chap. 4. 151, 152,

% Et illos quos Dominus in carne inveniet expectantes eum de ccelis, et perpessos
tribulationem, qui et effugerint iniqui manus,” Lib. v. cap. 35.

§ ¢ Tum qui erunt in corporibus vivi, non morientur, sed per cosdem mille annos in-
finitam ‘multitudinem gencrabunt, et erit soholes eoram sancta.” Lib. vii. cap. 24.
p.722. -

| Xindda poaw, viy borofas uard Tiv in vongiy dréoracy cwparinds wic T Xgie
o7 Bagidlac larl ravmel i yic baveTaoouims.  Apud Euseb. lib, iii. cap. 39,
112. C.

Y De Fabrica Mundi apud D. Doot. Cave, p. 104. Epit. p. 772.

®® ¢ In qua regnabunt jasti in terra cresoentes ex visione Domini.” Cap. S5. ITay-
Taxs pig ¢ cwrip dgnobicrras xald; dfia drovras of dpirrec. Cap. S6.

tt ¢ Neque antem sursum insuper ceelesti loco constitutus cum suis potest intelligi
bibens vitis generationem,” lib, v. cap. 33.

3t Xindda Iviy Tougiic caparxiic bad vic Enpls Tavng iosobms bmoridipere;.  Euseb.
Hist. Bocl. lib. vii. cap. 24.

ﬁMﬂdeswqwbmﬂﬁﬁchﬁw, xal daubie dvfiov 7ol Kuplew
sy iwipaniac, ol7e THe hurripas ix vufm dvacrdoug xal 7i; s abriv imcviaywyic
xai iuodrrws. - Euseb. Hiat. Eccl. lib. vii. cap., 24. p. 271,

Christ; but hoped then for little and mortal things, and such as
men now hope for, in the kingdom of God.”

4. They all declare, they shall then fare deliciously, and shail
enjoy the richest wines and most delicious fruits, build hoases,
plant vineyards, and eat the fruits of them: thus Justin Martyr®
understands those words of Isaiab, Ixv. 21. of the Millenium,

viz. “They shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they
shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.” And Irenzus
saith,} ‘“ They shall have a table prepared for them by God, who
shall feed them with dainties ; adding, ¢ that the promises he had
cited, creatur® cpulationem significant, do siguify the banquets
they should have upon the creature :” hence doth he tell us of the
prodigious clusters of grapes and ears of corn, the vines and the
earth shall then bring forth. “ The earth (saith Lactantius})
shall open its fertility, and of its own accord produce fruits plen-
tifully, the rocks of the mountains shall sweat with honey, wines
shall run down with streams, and the rivers flow with milk.” Of
this opinion, doubtless, was Tertullian, in his book De Spe Fide-
lium: and Nepos, who promised, saith Dionysius of Alexandria,
‘“ a thousand years of corporeal delights on earth.” Accordingly
Gennadius saith,§ ‘“In the Divine promises, we believe nothing
concerning meat and drink, as Irenseus, Tertullian, and Lactantius,
teach from their author Papias, nor of the reign of a thousand
years with Christ on earth afier the resurrection, and the saints
reigning deliciously with him, as Nepos taught.” St. Austin there-
fore saith of this opinion, || ¢ That it might be tolerable, if they
mentioned any spiritual delights which the saints might enjoy
by Christ’s presence; but since they affirm, that they who thep
rise, shall enjoy carnal and immoderate banquets of meat and drink
without modesty, these things can only be believed by carnal men.”
And because all this plenty could not be procured and enjoyed,
these houses could not be built, nor these vineyards planted, nor
this wine brought into the fat, nor this corn into the barn, thrashed,
ground, and made fit for these new-raised inhabitants, without
hands ; the ancients have made provision for this also, telling us,
“ that they shall be Kupwvorrec éml rijc yis,T. such as lord it upon
earth;” and therefore Irenaus saith, ** that which was spoken to
Jacob, * The nations shall serve, and princes shall bow down to
thee,” (Gen. xxvii. 27, 28.) ad tempora regnri sine contradictione
pertinet, quando regnabunt justi surgentes @ mortuis, without all
contradiction belongs to this millenary kingdom. ¢ The nations
shall not utterly be destroyed (saith Lactantiust+t), but some of
them shall be left to be triumphed over by the just, and sub-
jected to perpetual slavery.” ¢ They think (saith Origen}}) that

* Dial. cam Tryph. p. 308.

t ¢ Heeo sunt in regni temporibus, hoo est, in septima die, quee est verum justorum
sabbatum, in qui non facient omne terrenum opus, sed adjacentem habebunt paratam
mensam 3 Deo pascentem eos epulis omnibus,” lib. v. cap. 33. 'Ev 7§ Xouwrasrspd
Yo puosy jasralauBivousy h¥ar. Apollinaris apud Epiph. Heer. Ixxvii, p. 1033.

$ Cap. 34. “ Terra vero aperiet fawcunditalem suam, et uberrimas fruges sai spoute
generabit : rupes montiam melle sudabuont, per rivos vina decurrent, et lumina lacte
inandabunt,” lib. vii. cap. 24.

¢ “Non quod ad cibum vel ad potam pertinet, sicut, Papia aucore, Irensmaus, Ter-
tullianus, et Lactantius acquiescunt, neque post (1. per) mille annos post resurrectio-
nem regnam Christi in terra fatorum, et sanctos cum illo in deliciis regnataros spe-
ramus, sicut Nepos docuit, qui primam jastoram resurrectionem, et secundam impio-
rum confixit.” Eccl. Dogmat. cap. 55.

|| ““Sed cum eos qui tanc resurrexerint, dicunt immoderatissimis carnalibus epalis
vacaturos, in quibus cibus sit tantus et polus, at non solum nallam modestiam te-
neant, sed modum quoque ipsius incredulitatis excedant, nullo modo ista possant,
nisi de carnalibus, oredi.” De C. D. lib, xx. cap. 7.

¥ Barnab. §. 6. *¢ Lib. v. cap. 33.

tt ¢ Gentes vero non extingueatur omnino, sed quidam relinquentur in vicloriam
Dei, nt trinmphentar & justis, et subjungentar perpetuse servitati.” Lact. lib. vii.
cap. 24. Vide Epist. §. 11.

41 * Quinetiam ministros deliciaram barum dandos sibi alienigenas putant, quos vel
aratores habeant, vel structores parietum, & quibus diruta ipserum et collapsa civitas
extruatar, et arbitrantur quod facultates eorum accipiant ad edeudum, et in divitiis
eorum dominentur, ut veniant et afferant sibi aorum, et thus, et lapides pretioses.”
Tiepd "Apxan, lib. ii. cap. 12,
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aliens shall be given them to be ministers of their delights, who
shall either serve at the plough, or be their masons and carpenters
to build up their fallew ¢ity, and they suppose they shall have of
their provisions to eat, and have dominion over their riches, so that
they shall come and offer to them gold, and frankincense, and pre-
cious stomes.” Dr. Burnet must either produce these servile na-
tiens, as he hath done Gog or Magog, out of the mud, or his
opinmion must fall into it, unless he hopes to avoid this, by saying,
that *in this state it will be part of their diversion and entertain-
ment, to learn mechanics,” p. 218. '

And because men can hardly do this whole business without
beasts, the ancients have made provisions of them also, subjecting
to them not only sheep, and goats, and oxen, or bulls ; but wolves,
and bears, and leopards, and lions, * which, with all other ani-
mals#® (saith Irenweus), shall be then subject to man.” And that
the doctor may not be at a loss for the production of these beasts,
Stephanus Gobarust informs bim, the doctrine of the ancients was
this, “ That the just should rise first, Kal ov» abroic xévra ra {Sa,
and all those living creatures with them.” Now the new mille-
naries, as they say little of these slaves, and these brute beasts, who
are 80 necessary for the enjoyment of the universal plenty, and the
goods of fortune prepared in this state ; so are they shy-of owning
futures corporis voluptates ct luzwrias, such luxuries and bodily
pleasures, as Origen saith} the millenaries of his time did expect.

- For, 5. in their Millenium, they were not only to feast and
junket it, but also to beget children. * The virgins (saith Ire-
neeus§) shall rejoice in the assemblies of the young men; and they
that are left, shall be multiplied upon earth :” accordingly he speaks
of some believers, whom God had prepared to multiply those who
were left upon the earth, to be under the kingdom of the saints,
and minister to this Jerusalem. ¢ They shall beget an infinite mul-
titude (saith Lactantiusf), and their seed shall be holy.” “To
their other luxuries (saith Origen¥) they add, nuptiarum con-
ventiones, et filiorwm procreationes ctiam post resurrectionem futu-
ras; the solemnities of marriage, and the procreation of chilgiren,
even after the resurrection:” and again, * they think (saith he**)
that after the resurrection we shall eat and drink corporeal meats,
and-shall use those conjugal duties by which our prayers are hin-
dered, and which cannotbe performed without some impurity :” and
a third time, they believe,++ ¢ that after the resurrection, we shall,
according to the promises of the gospel, eat and drink, and, as
some of them say, beget children; these things (saith he), should
they come to the ears of heathens, would lay a great imputation
of folly upon Christianity, since many heathens have better opi-
nions than these are:” so much are they mistaken who reckon
Origen among the patrons of the Millenium. Stephanus Gobarus
gives us the opinion of the millenaries in these words, 1 1 *“ The just
shall rise first, and for a thousand years shall fare deliciously, eat-

® « QOportet subjecta esse omnia animalia homini.” Lib. v. cap. 33.

t Apud Photiom. Cod. 232. p. 894.

.11 "Agxi, Lib. ii. cap. 12. p. £35. 8, B.

§ ¢ Ipsi sunt de quibus ait propheta, ¢ et derelioti multiplicabuntar in terra,’ et quot-
quot ex credentibus ad hoo prasparavit Deus ad derelictos multiplicandos in terrs, et
sab regno sanotorum fieri et ministrari hoic Jerusalem.” Lib. v. cap. 85.

P *“ Qui remanserint, multiplioabuntur saper terram.” Lib. v. cap. 34.

q TIsp "Agxim, lib. ii. cap. 182.

88 Olrwenal 12 wigh yhua yrypappbe xal drdpan xal yvramin, Togdrrsc Ind 70 frred
nal Répuevos cvvouriag buds xal Térs yphosodas, 8’ &c oM oxoralew il by 57 @I
Jvardy, by pekvoud wisc lrrem xal dnalaprls Ton vim xpupubven dppodicing. Com. in Matt.
od. Huet. p. 498.

H Twvic olovras xal uerd 1 dvdoracy iy vals aperilal; Iwayyindag bedley wuic
wéarsy ¥3 Tudd Bpipara, xal winw, Toic xal Teveyoniy, Tatta 3 ¢lhcarra xal sl veix
dwd vy iver paybang sinbalac ar dwtriynactas wuion 7o xporiancudy, S Ber-
viwa Yypara bxhrroy voin d\\orgiuy vic arlerssg. Philooal. cap. 26. p. 99.

$2°0m webrapor ol dxaios dracrhoorras, xal oy alrois whrra T3 {Sa, xal iwd yihia it
Tdhoovrs, xal boblovrsc nal wherrsc, xal Taxviivrag, xal uerd To070 h xabohind barorhes-
a4 dv4oracy. Apud Phot. Cod. 232. p. 894,

ing, and drinking, and getting children ; and after this shall be the
general resurrection.” Methodius* is the only person who denies
they shall be thus employed after the resurrection; and with him
doubtless all our modern millenaries do agree, as knowing this
unworthy to be the matter of a gospel-promise.

§. V. Moreover, if we consider the Scriptures on which the an-
cients grounded this Millenium, we shall perceive it necessary that
all these doctrines should be maintained by them. For,

1. That the temple or city of Jerusalem should be new-built,
and that the land of Judea should be the habitation of those who
are to enjoy this new heaven and earth, can never reasonably be
denied by those who interpret the sayings of the prophets literally,
since they so plainly and so fully speak of a ¢ Mount Zion, to be
established upon the top of the mountains,” Isa. ii. 2. xxvii. 13.
lvi. 7. and of God's promises “ to beautify the place of his sanc-
toary, the house of his glory, and to make the place of his feet glo-
rious,” Ix. 7. 18, and of * all nations flowing in to her,”” and
being gathered to her, and of all “ nations and tongues coming to
see her glory,” Ix. 5. and Ixvi. 18. when God had brought them
again into their own land.

2. That this resurrection must belong to all faithful Christians,
and that they must all reign with Christ on earth, will follow from
the literal interpretation of those words of St. John, + ¢ Thou hast
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred and tongue,
and people, and nation, and hast made us to be kings and priests
to God, and we shall reign on earth :” (Rev. v. 9, 10.) for, accord-
ing to the import of these words, if, as Dr. Burnet saith, they be-
long to the first resurrection, all that have been redeemed by the
blood of Christ must reign on earth. This follows also from those
words, “ I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the wit-
uess of Jesus, and for the word of God, and (‘of them ) which had
not worshipped the beast, nor his image, and which had not received
his mark upon their foreheads, nor upon their hands, and they lived
and reigned with Christa thousand years :” (Rev.xx. 4.) for, “ they
who worshipped not the beast,” are all they ¢ whose names were
written in the book of life.” (Rev. xiii. 8. xvii. 8.) This follows
from St. Peter's new heaven and new earth, if truly interpreted
by Dr. Burnet of this resurrection; ¢ for these (saith he) we
Christians do expect, and therefore are concerned to be found of

" him without spot, and blameless.” (2 Pet. iii. 13,14.) This follows

from the words of St. Paul, if they belong to the Millenium, as he
saith they do; for they introduce ¢ the whole creation groaning
to be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious
liberty of the sons of God, and all that had the first-fruits of the
Spirit, groaning for the adoption,” 4. e. for the redemption of their
bodies from corruption. (Rom. viii. 16. 23.)

8. They must bring Christ from heaven to reign on earth, who
contend that this reign is the very time of  the restitution of all
things :” (Acts iii. 21.) for the heavens are only to contain him till
that time ; and who infer this reign of Christ from those words,
¢ They that bave part in the first resurrection shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years;"
for if they reign on earth without him, they do not reign there with
him. Moreover, if he continue still at the right hand of God,
with what propriety is this resurrection called, 4 rapovoia, the pre- '
sence, the appearance of our Lord, and that from heaven?

' 4. That in this Millenium théy must fare deliciously, driuk.

" precious wines, and have those splendid banquetings of which the

fathers often speak, must follow from the application of all those
passages to this state, which say, ‘ the meek shall inherit the

® "Boopivag yap xal puard vobror vovalima i, drdyxn wica ioesbas xai Tobg elnicerrag,
oluews Tebmbopsbvovg, nal yauscorrag, xal yamoouivoug, AN g dyyidous dusTacTpodic iy
d¢lagcia 73 dpiora wehorrac. Apud Epiph. Her. Ixiv. ¢. 32. :
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earth,” that they shall  drink new wine with Christ in his kingdom,”
that they shall receive #¢a hundred-fold increase of goods and
lands ;* that there shall be then a recompence of their alms given,
_ and their feasts made for the poor; and from all that the prophets
_say, of the fruitfulness of the earth, and of the temporal blessings
they shall then enjoy. '

5. That the nations shall the nserve them, and even build up
Jerusalem for them, cannot be denied by them who literally inter-
pret those words of the prophets, « The sons of strangers shall
build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister to thee: the sons
also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee, and
they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of
thy feet: and the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee,
shall perish :” (Isa. Ix. 10. 12, 13.) ““ And strangers shall stand and

~ feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your plough-
men, and your vinedressers; ye shall eat the riches of the gen-
tiles, and in their glory shall you boast yourselves,” (Ixi. 5. See
also xlix. 22, 28.) And,

6. That they shall have wives and children, and, as Ireneus

“saith, * shall be multiplied upon the earth,” must follow from the

literal exposition of our Saviour's promise, that they who have
lost or forsaken wife or children for his sake, ¢ shall receive a
hundred-fold ;” for.children cannot lawfully be hegotten without,
wives, and the use of the marriage-bed. And, lastly, whereas the
Millenium of the reverend Dr. Burnet is to begin after the conflagra-
tion of the world, that of the ancients is still placed before it; ¢ We
expect it (saith Justin Martyrt) before Christ’s coming to judg-
ment.”  After this (saith Tertullian}) shall be the destruction
of theworld, and the conflagration at the day of judgment, and
we shall be changed in a moment into an angelical substance’
‘¢ God shall after this reign on earth a thousand years, and renew
the world,” saith Lactantius.§

It therefore deserves to be admired, that learned men, with so
much confidence, make use of these. testimonies of scriptures,
and these authorities of the fathers, to establish their Millenium,
and yet so stiffly should deny the consequences which flow so
naturally from those scriptures, and reject what these ancients so
generally delivered as a part of that doctrine. But, to insist no
longer on these things, hence I suppose it evident,

1. That the doctrine of the Millenium was not the general
doctrine of the primitive church from the times of the apostles
to the Nicene council, as Dr. Burnet hath asserted; for then it
could have made no schisms in the church, as Dionysius| of
Alexandria saith it did, declaring how fully he confuted it, and
reconciled the brethren that were contending about it, and pre.
vailed upon Coracius, the author and ringleader of this doctrine,
to own he was convinced of his error, and promise he would n

more embrace, or discourse of it to the people. .

2. That the old doctrine of the Millenium differed in many
material points from that which is asserted by the new patrons
of it, '

§. VL. If any man think it not safe, to discover so much of the
nakedness of the fathers as I'havedone in this chapter, I answer:

First, That I think it more safe than to let it be confidently

® ¢ Que enim sunt in hoo seculo centupla et prandia exhibita, et ceeuse ques red-
duntur panperibus, heeo sunt in regni temporibus.” Iren. lib. v. cap. 53,

t Tiply inBeiy oy bdn XpioTiv wrgordoxdre. Dial. p. 306.

$ ¢ Heo est rato regni terreni, post cujus mille annos, intra quam mtatem includi-
tar sanctoram resurrectio pro meritis matarids vel tardiis resurgentiom, tanc et
mundi destructione, et judicii conBagratione commissd, demutati in atomo in ange-
licam sabstantiam, scilicet per illud incorruptelse saper indumentum transferrentur in
cceleste regnum.” Contr. Marcion. lib. iii. cap. ult.

$ ** Post hec renovabit Deus mandum, et transformabit justos in figuram angelo-
rum, utimmortalilatis veste donati serviant Deo in sempiternum.” Epit. cap. 11.
p.759.

Il Book 4. cap. 6. po 173. ‘Q¢ xal oxiruara xal dworrasiag v ixxdecisy
yayorivas. Euseb. lib. vii, cap. 24.
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said and believed, that they were all millenaries from the first to
the fourth century, seeing that shakes-the foundation of episco-
pacy, and the translation of the sabbath to the Lord's-day, and
other constitutions derived from the apostles.

Secondly, I answer, That this pmistake of the fathers, in a matter
whicl) they received from the traditions and notions of the Jews,
will not invalidate their authority in any thing delivered by them
as witnesses of what they .saw with their own eyes, or declared
to have been then the practice of the church of Christ: nor will
it affect their testimony in any other doctrine which they neither
did nor could receive, only on the authority of .the Jewish
doctors. '

CHAP. II

§. I. How far I differ from the ancient and modern millenaries,
and in what I agree with them. The proposition that the true
Millenium is only a reign of the converted Jews, aud of the
geotiles flowing in to them: Ibid. §. II. Where it is noted,
1. That all spiritual blessings have been still conveyed from the
Jews to other nations, 2. That there will be & glorious con-
version of the Jews to the Christian faith. §. IlI. That the
description of this conversion of ‘the Jews, made by their own
prophets and writers, answers fully to the Millenium of St.
John, which he speaks of in the very words of the said pro-
phets. §.1V. The characters which the patrons of the Millen-
ium give of those times, accord exactly with the characters
given by the prophets of the conversion of the Jews. §. V.
The prophets seem to intimate, that this conversion shall be
effected by a full influence of the Holy Ghost upon them.
§. VI. All the passages cited to this effect, from the Jewish

. writers, speak ouly of the Millenium, the resurrection, the
new heavens and earth belonging to the Jewish nation,

HAVING thus given you a just account of the Millenium of
the ancients, and of the true extent of that opinion in the pri-
mitive ages of the church ; I proceed now to shew, in what things
I agree with the assertors of that doctrine, and how far I find
myself constrained, by the force of truth, to differ from them.

§. L. I believe then, that after the fall of antichrist, there shall
be such a glorious state of the church, by the conversion of the
Jews to the Christian faith, as sball be to it life from the dead ;
that it shall then flourish in peace and plenty, in righteousness
and holiness, and in pious offspring; that then shall begin a
glorious and undisturbed reign of Christ over both Jew and
gentile, to continue a thousand years during the time of Satan’s
binding ; and that, as John the Baptist was Elias, because he
came in the spirit and power of Elias; so shall this be the church
of martyrs, and of those who had not received the mark of the

beast, because of their entire freedom from all the doctrines and

practices of the. antichristian church, and because the spirit and
purity of the times of the primitive martyrs shall return. And,
therefore, .

1. I agree with the patrons of the Millenium in this, That I
believe Satan hath not yet been bound a thousand years, nor
will he be so bound till the time of the calling of the Jews, and
the time of St. Jobn’s Millenium.

2. I agree with them in this, That the true Millenium will not
begin till the fall of antichrist; nor will the Jews be converted
till that time, the idolatry of the Roman church being one great
obstacle of their conversion.

" 3. I agree both .with the modern and the ancient millenaries,
That then shall be great peace and plenty, and great measures of
knowledge and of righteousness in the whole church of God.

I therefore only differ from the ancient millenaries in three
things; ‘ _ )

1. In denying Christ's personal reign upon earth during this
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thousand years; and in this both Dr. Burnet and Mr. Mead ex-
pressly have renounced their doctrine. e

2. Though 1 dare not absolutely deny what they all positively
affirm, that the city of Jerusalem shall be then rebuilt, and the
converted Jews shall return to it, because this probably -may be
collected from those words of Christ, ¢ Jerusalem shall be trodden
down till the time of the gentiles is come in,” Luke xxi. 24. and
all the prophets seem to declare the Jews shall then return to their
own land, Jer. xxxi. 88—40, yet do I confidently deny what
Barnabas and others of them do contend for; viz. that the
temple of Jerusalem shall be then built again: for this is con-
trary not only to the plain declaration of St. John, who saith,
] saw no temple in this new Jerusalem,” Rev. xxi. 22. whence
I infer, there is to be no temple in any part of it; but to the
whole design of the Epistle to the Hebrews, which is to shew the
dissolution of the temple-service, for the weakness and unprofit-
ableness of it ;. for the Jewish tabernacle was only a figure of the
true and ¢“.the more perfect tabernacle which the Lord pitched,
and not man;” the Jewish sanctuary only * a worldly sanctuary,
a pattern, and a figure of the heavenly onme into which Christ
our high-priest is entered.” (Heb. viii. 2. ix. 2. xi. 23, 24.) Now
such a temple, such a sanctuary, and such service, cannot be
suitable to the most glorious and splendid times of the Christian
church ; and therefore the apostle saith, * The Lord God omni-
potent, and the Lamb, shall be their temple.”

3. 1 differ both from the ancient and the modern millenaries, as
far as they assert that this shall be a reign of such Christians
as have suffered under the heathen persecutors, or by the rage
of antichrist ; making it only a reign of the converted Jews and of
the gentiles then flowing in to them, and uniting into one church
with them. This I believe to be indeed the truth of this mistaken
doctrine; and therefore I shall set myself more fully to explain
and to confirm it. Let it be noted therefore,

§. I1. 1. That as the Jews were the first nation which were
owned by God as his people, and therefore are styled * his first-
born,” Exod. iv. 22. * Israel his elect,” Isa. liv. 4. ¢ the children
of Jacob, his chosen ones,” 1 Chron. xvi. .13. Psal. cv. 6. God
having chosen them ¢ to be a peculiar treasure to himself above all
the people of the earth,” Exod. xix. 5. Deut. vii. 8. so all nations
of the world have ever since received the word of God and the
true religion from the Jewish nation, and Jerusalem hath been still
the mother of all other churches. Before the advent of our Lord
and Saviour, to them alone, saith the apostle Paul, ¢ belonged the
adoption, the glory, and the covenant, and the giving of the law,
and the service of God, and the promises,” (Rom. ix. 3.) and none
then could be ‘¢ joined unto the Lord,” (Isa. lvi..3.) and worship
him aright, unless he joined himself to the Jews, and became a wor-
shipper of the God of lsrael, or a member of that church.

After Christ's coming in the flesh, the gospel was first sent to
them, as being * the children of the kingdom,” Matt. viii. 12.
our Lord exercised his ministry only among them, whence he
is styled ‘the minister of the circumcision,” Rom. xv. 8. and
saith, he was not then sent to any. bat ““ only to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel,” Matt. xv. 24. And sending his apostles,
he forbids them, whilst he was on earth, *“ to go into the way of
the gentiles, or to enter into any city of Samaria,” Matt. x. 5.
but saith to them, * Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” After his ascension, they were charged to begin their
preaching at Jerusalem, Ldke xxiv. 47. as accordingly they did,
« preaching the word to none but the Jews only,” Acts xi. 19.
Paul, the apostle of the gentiles,. first offers his ministry to them,
preaching Christ in their synagogues, * as his manner was,” Acts
ix. 20. xiii. 6. xiv. 1. xvii. 12. 17. xviii, 4. and declaring * it was
pecessary that the word of God should be first spoken to them,”
Acts xiii, 46. the gospel being ‘‘ the power of God to salvation to
every one that believeth, to the Jew first,” Rom. ii. 10. and that

VOL. VI, ’

through their fall and rejection of it, * the gospel came unto the
gentiles,” Rom. xi. 28. the halt, lame, and blind, being called to this
feast, because those guests first bidden refused to come, Luke xiv. 21.

Note also, that notwithstanding the infidelity of many of them,
the first church that ever received the gospel, the doctrine,
the sacraments of the New Testament, was the Jewish church,.
Acts ii. 42. 47. All the churches of the gentiles received the
gospel from them, they being ‘¢ made partakers of their spiritual
things,” Rom. xv. 27. and the word of God coming out from them
to other churches, 1 Cor. xvii. 36. they being all * grafted into.
their good olive-tree.” Hence, in the primitive times, the church
of Jerusalem had the pre-eminence of all other churches; to her
they went for the decision of their controversies, Acts xv. and
the bishop of Jerusalem is therefore styled by the ancients, #* the
first bishop, the guide of priests, the top of the heads, the bishop,
and chief of the apostles;” and the church of Jerusalem is said to
be the church, ¢ cui omnes favorem impendunt quasi matri Chris-
tiani nominis,” which all favoured as the mother of Christians.

After the fall of antichrist, and before the second coming of our
Lord to judgment, the Jews shall be converted, and become a most
famous church again. For this mystery the apostle hath revealed,
« that blindness in part hath happened to Israel until the fulness
of the gentiles be come in, and so all Israel shall be saved, as
it is written” in the prophet Isaiah, lix. 20. ¢ There shall come
out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from
Jacob; for this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord, when I
shall take away their sins.” These words are as a key to the great
things said by Isaiah touching the Jewish nation, and teach us to in-.
terpret them of their glarious conversion to the Christian faith, and
the gathering them ““out of every kindred, and tongue, and nation,;
and people ;” that * at the blowing of the great trumpet they may
come from the land of Assyria and Egypt, and may worship the Lord
in the holy mount in Jerusalem,” (1sa. xxvii. 13.) and they may *fear
the Lord from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun.”
(Isa. lix. 19.) This is that day * when the Lord shall set his hand
"W, asecond time to recover the remnant of his people, and shall:
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed
of Juduh from the four corners of the earth ;” (Isa. xi, 11, 12.) when
he will so ** bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy on
the whole house of Israel, as to leave none of them any more there,
nor bide his face any more from them ;” (Ezek. xxxix. 25. 28, 29.)
when he shall so ¢ plant them in their land, that they shall no-
more be pulled up out of the land that he hath given them:” (Amos;
ix. 14, 15.) s0 Tobit saith, that * when IM\npwdaow oi xaipol rov
ai@vog, the times of the age shall be accomplished, they shall re.
turn from all places of their captivity, and build up Jerusalem glo-
riously, and the house of Geod shall be built in it gloriously, as the
prophets have spoken thereof,” Tobit xiv. 51. vi. 7. And when they-

shall be thus converted, and receive the gospel, then shall salva- '

tion be again derived from them to the gentiles, and they shall be
the means of converting such of them as still remain to be con-
verted ; and shall draw them to as great purity and zeal, and as
great knowledge of the truth, as ever the church enjoyed : for,
saith the apostle, ** if the fall of them be the riches of the world,
and the diminishing them the riches of the gentiles, how much-
more their fulness?” And ¢if the casting away of them be the -
reconciling of the world, what shall be the reconciling of them but
life from the dead,” to the same world 7 Rom. xi. 12. 16. Of this
the prophets speak very fully, saying, * In that day there shall be
a root of Jesse which shall stand for an ensign to the people, and to
it shall the gentiles seek, and his rest shall be glorious,” Isa. xi. 10.
« Behold (saith God), I will then lift up my hands to the gen-’
tiles, and set up my standard to the people, and they shall bring-

® Cotel. Not. p. 138.
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thy sons iu their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried apon their
shoulders, and kings shall be thy nursing-fathers, and queens thy
nursing-mothers ; they shall bow down to thee with their faces
towards the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet,” Isa. xlix.
22, 23. ¢ Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not;,
and nations that have not known thee shall run unto thee, because
of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel ; for he hath
glorified thee,” Isa. Iv. 5. “ The Lord God that gathereth the
outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him besides
those that are gathered to him,” lvi. 8. ¢ And the gentiles
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising:
Iift up thine eyes round about, and see ; all they gather themselves
together, they come to thee ; thy sons shall come from far, and thy
daughters shall be nursed at thy side; the abundance of the sea
shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the gentiles shall come
to thee,” Ix. 3—5. * And the sons of strangers shall build up
thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee: therefore thy
gates shall be open continually, they shall not be shut day nor night,
that men may bring unto thee the forces of the gentiles, and that
their kings may be brought: for the nation and kingdom that
will not serve thee shall perish, and shall be utterly wasted,” ver.
10—12. * Thoa shalt suck the milk of the gentiles, and shalt
suck the breasts of kings,” ver.16.  Ye shall be named the
priests of the Lord; men shall call you the ministers of our God:
ye shall eat the riches of the gentiles, and in their glory shall you
boast yourselves,” Ixi. 6. * The gentiles shall see thy righteous-
ness, and all kings thy glory,” Ixii. 2. ¢ Behold, I will extend
peace to her like a river, and the glory of the gentiles like a flow-
ing stream,” Ixvi. 12.  * I will gather all natious and tongues, and
they shall come and see my glory,” ver. 18. * And they shall bring
all their brethreu for an offering to the Lord, out of all nations to
my holy mountain Jerusalem; and 1 will also tuke of them for
priests and for Levites, saith the Lord: for as the new heavens
and the new earth which I shall make shall remain before me, saith
the Lord, so shall their seed and their name remain,” ver. 20—22,
¢ Many nations (saith Tobit) shall come from far to the name of
the Lord God, with gifts in their hands, even gifts to the King of
heaven, when his tabernacle shall be built again with joy, and he
shall make his captives joyful in Jerusalem; yea, all nations shall
turn, and fear the Lord God truly,” xiii. 10, 11.

§. III. Now here it is easy to observe, how fully this descrip-
tion of the conversion of the Jews, by their prophets, answers to
the Millénium of St. John, who useth-the very words by which the
prophets had foretold their glorious conversion, and saith, they
shall be then accomplished. And,

* 1. 8t. John speaks of a reviviscence of the church of the pri-
mitive martyrs, that suffered * for the testimony of Jesus, and for
the word of God,” Rev. xx. 4. (see chap. iii. §. 1.) and with them
all the just. Now the very words dvdorac and Enoav, used by
St. John, are very frequently used by the prophets, to express the
glotious state of the Jewish church ; and by St. Paul, to signify the
flourishing condition of the gentiles then. St. John saith, they
who enjoy this Millenium, shall be * priests to God and Christ,”
Rev. xx. 8. and the prophet Isaiah saith of the converted Jews,
“Ye shall be named the priests of the Lord: men shall call
. you the ministers of our Ged,” Ixi. 6. and of the gentiles that
come to them, “ I will take of them to be priests and Levites,”
Ixvi. 21.  This was' the very thing proposed to the Jewish na-
tion when God entered into covenant with them, that they should
be *“a kingdom of priests,” Exod. xix. 8. Bacilewy ‘I revua,
““a kingly priesthood,” saith the Septuagint, DD DO5D, 1. e.
““ kings and priests,” saith the Targum. This all Christians are
already made, saith St. Peter, 1 Pet. ii. 5. and St. Jobn, Rev. xvi.
5.10. < We are (saith Justin Martyr®) truly priests to God:”

® Arxugaiin 8 dnvbods yiveg, yives iopeiy 765 0465, Dial. cam Tryph. p. 334. 6.

it therefore may be expected men- should be more eminently soia

that glorious state of the church.

2. 3t. John speaks of a new heaven and a new earth that he
saw, saying, “ The former heaven and earth were passed away,”
Rev. xxi. 1. and introduceth our Lord, saying, * Behold, I make
all things new,” ver. 5. And the prophet Isaiab introduceth God,
thus speaking at the conversion of the Jews, « Behold, I create
new heavens und new earth; and the former shall not be remem-
bered, mor come into my mind,” Isa. Ixv. 17. And agis, “1
have put my werd in thy mouth, that I may plant the heavens, and
lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art
my people,” li. 16. And, thirdly, in the very words of the as-
thor of the Revelation, * Behold, I make all things uew,” xlii,
18, 19. Seeing then these new heavens and new earth must be
contemporary with the conversion of the Jews, sure they must
be before the conflagration of the world, 4. e. before the Jewish
nation be consumed to ashes; and therefore can be only a new
heaven and new eartb, in that moral sense in which Maimonides
expluins the phrase, when he says, it signifies, that God will
place them in perpetual joy, in lieu of their former sorrow and
anxiety ; 30 that the memory of their former sorrow shall no more
remain,”* ~

I confess there is this peculiarity in St. John's mew earth, that it
is said of it, xal #) Sd\acoa ol Errwv &re, *“ and the sea is not yet,”
because he had all along represented the beast as ascending out of
the abyss, “and sitting upon many waters,” which were * the
peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues, that bad ssb-
mitted to ber,” Rev. xvii. 1. 15. Now because the beast was
utterly destroyed, and Satan was bound up for a thousand years,
and Gog and Magog were not to be gathered till then, nor were
the armies of the beast which were slain to rise again till the
thousand yeurs were past; (Rev. xix. 21. xx. 6.) therefore the
apostle saith, that in this pew earth, ** the sea was not yet.”

‘8. St. John saith, “I heard a great voice from heaven, ssy-
ing, The tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself with
them shall be their God,” Rev. xxi. 3. And Ezekiel, the other
prophet who, by the ancients, is supposed to speak of the Millea-
ium, saith in like maoner, * I will make a covenaut of peace
with them, and will place them and multi ply them, and will set
my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore; my tabernacle
also shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be
my people,” Ezek. xxxvii. 26, 27.

4. St. John saith, “ God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry-
ing, ueither shall there be any more pain, for the former thiog
are passed away, Rev. xxi. 4. 80 also saith the prophet Isuish
of Jerusalem, that after the former heaven and earth were passed
away, ‘ the voice of weeping shall be no more hesrd in her, nor
the voice of crying,” Ixv. 19. that * the Lord will wipe away tears
from all faces,” xxv. 8. that * they shall not hunger, nor thint,
neither shall the heat nor sun smite them ; for he that hath mercy
on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall be
guide them,” xlix. 10. which words exactly answer to those of St
John, Rev. vii. 16, 17.

6. St. Johu saith, * The building of the wall of the city was
of jasper, and the city was of pure gold like unto clear glass,
and the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all
manner of precious stones,” Rev. xxi, 18, 19. and Isaiah saith, f‘l
will lay thy stones with fair colours, and thy foundations with
sapphires, aud I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates
of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones” liv. 11,13
and Tobit saith,  Jerusalem shall be built up with sapphires, avd

® « Quod dixi creabo novos omlos, &o. id ita intelligo, qudd vos po‘itul‘ll" we in
Ietitiam perpetuam loco luctds et anxietatis prioris, noque illias luxds prioris B¢
moria sit mansura.” More Nevoch. par. ii, cap. 29. p. 268.
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emeralds, snd precioys stones ; thy walls, and towers, and battle-
ments, with pure gold ; and the streets of Jevusalem shall be paved -

with beryl, carbuncle, and stomes of Ophir,” xiii. 16—18.

8. St. John speaks of ““ the tree of life planted there,” and
of *“ a pure . river of water of life, proceeding out .of the throne
of God, and of the Lamb,” Rev. xxii. 1, 2. And the :prophet

|

Zachary spesks of “ living water going out of Jerusalem,” xiv. 8. .

And he that passeth under the name of Esdras saith, «“ They
shall have the tree of life planted for an ornament of sweet sa-

vour: for unto you (saith he) is paradise opened, the tree of life '

is planted,” 2 Esd. ii. 12.

7. St. John saith, ‘“There shall be no night there, and they need
no candle, neither light of the sun,” xxii.-5. :Issiah saith the same,
Ix. 19. And the prophet :Zechariah saith, * It shall be one day

which shall be known-unto the Lord, not day nor night; and it shall -

come to pass, thatat the evening-time it shall be light,” xiv.7.
Moreover, St. John so represents the scene of .things following
the fall of antichrist; as plainly to inform us, that be is speaking
of this glorious conversion of the Jewish nation, and God’s mar-
rying ber again whom he had formerly divorced ; for as the church
of Christ is represented as “the Israel of God,” Gal. vi. 16.
“ the commonwealth of Israel,” Eph. ii. 12. ¢ the Jerusslem
which is above,” Gal. iv. 46.. ¢ the celestial Jerusalem,” Heb.
2ii. 22. so St. John represents this new scene of things:in the

same language, saying, ** I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, .

ocoming down from God out of heaven,” Rev. xxi. 2. And.again,
“ He shewed me the great: city, the holy Jerusalem, .descending
eut of heaven from God,” ver. 10, Now that.this great and holy
city, this new Jerusalem, is the Jewish church converted to Gad,
-the characters he gives of it will not suffer us to doubt: for,
first, he saith, * the city had no need of the sun, neither of .the
meoon to shine in.it ; for the glory of .God did lighten it, aod.the
Lamb is the light thereof,” Rev. xxi.28. So saith God of the
conversion of the Jews : ¢ They shall call thee, The city of .the
Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel,” Isa. Ix. 14. ¢ Thou
shalt call thy walls Salvatien, and thy gates Praise; the sun shall
be no more thy light by day, neither for brightness shall the moon
give light unto thee ; but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlast-
ing light, and thy God thy glory,” ver. 18.19. He saith, ** The gates
‘of this city shall not be shat at all by day, neither shall there be any
night there, and they shall bnng the glor»v, and honour, ruuyy, the
substance of the nations unto it,” Rev. xxi. 25, 26. Even as Esaias
had said, * Thy gates shall be open continually, they shall not be
shat day nor night, that men may bring unto thee the wealth of
the gentiles, and that their kings may be brought,” Isa. Ix. 11.
Lastly, he saith, ¢ The nations of them that are saved shall
walk in the light of this city, and the kings of the earth do briag
their glory and honour to it,” Rev. xxi. 24..which | have shewed to
be the very thing foretold by the prophets at the conversion of the
Jewish nation.

Add to this, that he introduceth this hely city, this.new Je-
rusalem, ‘“ prepared as a bride adorned for ler busband,” Rev.
xxi. 2. and saith, * Come hither, 1 will shew thee the bride, the
Lamb's wife,” ver. 9, 10. and then shews the great eity, the
holy Jerusalem; and xix. 7, 8. he saith, ¢ He heard a voice,
ssying, The marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready ;- and to her was granted, that she should be arrayed
in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the nghte-
ousness of the saints.” Now thus have the prophets represented
the Jewish church converted to God: henceis she introduced,
speaking thus; ¢ I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall
be joyful in my God : for he hath clothed me vmh the garments
of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride
adorneth herself with jewels,” Isa. Ixi. 10. And .again, * Thou
shalt no more be termed Forsaken, neither shall thy land any
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more be termed Desolate : but thou shalt be called Heph-zibab,
and thy land Beulah ; for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy
Jand shall be married,” Ixii. 4. and ver. 5. ‘ For as a young man
‘marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee ; and as the bride-
groom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy Gad rejoice over thee.”

§. IV. Add to this, that all the characters which the patrons
of the Millenium give of those times, exactly accord with the cha-
racters given by the prophets of the conversion of the Jews, and
are many of them taken from the very words of the prophets, fore-
-telling those times : for instance,

1. ¢ Indolence and plenty (saith Dr. Burnet, book iv. chap 7. p-
183.) seem to be two ingredients of this happy state.” Accordingly
ithe prophets every where speak, how ¢ the riches of the gentiles
shall then flow in to them,” Isa. Ix. 5. 11. ¢ and they shall eat the
-riches of the gentiles,” Ixi. 8. that « there shall be then no hunget
nor thirst, no heat nor sun to smite them, no voice of crying or
-weeping.” (See Isa. xxxv. 10.)

2. That it shall be *“ a time of universal peace, and freedom
from war and persecution ;” (ibid. p. 184.) and this he proves
from the words of the prophets declaring, that at the day, that
.time when God shall create new heavens and new earth, * the lamb
and the lion shall lie down together, and the sucking child shall
play with the basilisk, and they shall not hurt in all my holy moun-
tain,” as it is written, Isa. xi. 6—9. and Ixv. 25. and saying, that
. the pations shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their
.spears .into pruniug-hooks ; nation shall not lift up a sword against
ation, neither shall they learn war any more,” Isa. ii. 4. Micah
iv. 3. as appears also-from the promises, that God will then * make
Jer officers peace,” Isa. Ix. 17.¢¢ and will extend peace to her as
a-river,” Ixvi. 12,

8. That it shall be * a kingdom of rlghteousness, (ibid.) Ac-
cordingly of -this holy city, Jerusalem, it is said, ¢ There shall no
meore come into thee the vncircumcised and unclean,” Isa. lii. 1.
¢ A highway shall be there, und it shall be called the way of holi-
ness; the unclean shall not pass over it,” xxxv. 8. which exactly an-
swers to those words of St. John,- Into the holy city shell nothing
enter that is polluted or unclean,” Rev. xxi. 27. And again, “ Thy
people shall be all righteous,” Isa. Ix. 21. (See Zeph. m.9 Zech.
xiv. 20, 21.)

Moreover this, saith he, (p.-185.) will be * a state undera pe-
culiar presence and Divine conduct, because the tabermacle of
:God will be with men, and he will dwell with them :” and this we
.see was promised at the conversion of the Jewish nation, Ezek.
xxxvii. 27.

-¢¢ The last character (sai(b he) that belongs to this state, or
rather to lhose that enjoy it, is this, that they are kings and priests
unto God ;" and -this also we have shewed- to be promised to the
converted Jews, Isa. Ixi. 6. Ixv. 20,

I.add, That as the ancieat fathers generally held that the time
would come when ¢ all Israel shall be saved,” and be converted to
the Christian faith ; so did they as generally conceive that this
should happen at the close of the world,* and about the time of
.our Saviour's second coming; and most of them speak of it as
a branch of the Millenium.

So Justin Martyr says once and again, that ¢ then the Jews
shall see and shall acknowledge him whom they have pierced ;”
and he confesses to Trypho,:t ¢ that:Jerusalem shall be rebuilt,”
and that §* Christians shaH rejoice with Christ, together with the
patnarchs and prophets, and with the Jews and their proselytea; g
i. e. the nations then flowing in to them before the coming of our
Lord.” So lrenzusj declares, that then ¢ God will restore them

® ¢ In the end of the world,” 2 Esd. ii. 34.vi. 15. 25, .

t P. 232. D. ‘O bmprdiosads sig ov ifmm-nﬂﬂ $ P.249. C.
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to the land which he had promised, and given to their fathers,
and they shall dwell in it in hope:"” and Tertullian* saith, that
‘“ he will then own the circumcision, ¢ et Abrahz gentem, cum
ultimd venerit, acceptatione, et benedictione dignabitur,’ and at
his last coming will vouchsafe to accept and bless the seed of.
Abrahkam.” Aund this is svitable to the ancient opinion of the
Jews,t that, “in the end of the world, there should be to them a
world full of joy and exultation, so that their heaven and earth

should as it were be renewed, according to the words of Isaiah,”.

Ixv. 17. So the Targum upon those words of Hosea, * The chil-
dren of Israel shall seek the Lord their God, and David their king,
and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days.”

§. V. Nor is it to be wondered that there should be then such
a glorions conversion of them, and such 3 flowing-in of the nations
to them, seeing the prophets seem to intimate therg shall be then
a full effusion of the Holy Ghost upon them, somewhat resem-
bling that which was vouchsafed to the first ages of Christianity.
So the prophet Isaiah speaks of the desolation of the city, &wc
dv éNOp &9’ dudc wvebpa &g’ Symhob, ¢ until the spirit be poured
upon them from on high,” Isa. xxxii. 15. which is the very
phrase in which our Lord promiseth the Spirit to his apostles,
Luke xxiv. 49. St. Paul proves their conversion from those words
of the prophet Isaiah, “ The Deliverer shall come out of Zion,
and shall turn away iniquity from Jacob :” with which these are
immediately connected, “ And this is my covenant with them,
saith the Lord ; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which
I have put into thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth,
‘nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy
seed’s seed, from henceforth for ever,” lix. 20, 21. And again,
aliv. 3. “ I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods
upon the dry ground ; I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and
my blessing on thy offspring.” So Ezek. xxxvi. 24. “ I will take

You from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, .

and will bring you into your own land.” And, ver. 27. ¢ I will put
my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes.” And
xxxix. 28, 20. “ 1 have gathered them unto their own land,
and have left none of them any more there: neither will I hide
.my face any more from them, for 1 have poured out my spirit
upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord.” And this seems plainly
to be hinted in these words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. iii. 15—I17.
‘¢ Even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their
heart. Nevertheless, when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil
.shall be taken away; for the Lord is (the giver of) that Spirit,
(or o¥ 3¢) where the Lord is, there is the Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty,” from subjection to the law,
and from that veil which hinders them from turning to Christ.

To this Mr. Mead (p. 761. 767.) conjectures there shall be
added a vision of Jesus Christ to them ; for, saith God by his pro-
phet Zechariah, xii. 10. “I will pour upon the house of David,
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and
of supplications, and they shall look upon him whom they bave
pierced, and mourn for him.” And Christ being asked, ¢ What shall
be the sign of the end of the world?” Matt. xxiv. 3. saith, ver. 30.
““Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and they
shall sce all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and great
glory.”” And be spake to the Jews thus, “ Verily I say unto you,
-Yet a little while, and you shall not see me till you say, Blessed is
he that cometh in the name of the Lord,” Matt. xxiii. 39.

Or, that according to the ancient and general doctrine both of
Jew and Christian, they shall have an Elias sent to instruct them,
a deliverer &vexey 2wy, for the sake of Zion, as the Septuagint,
Isa. lix. 20. for, saith he, “It may be fit to conceive magnifi-
cently of so great a work of God, towards a people for whom he

® Adv. Maro. lib, v. cap, 9. p. 47%. C.

4 R. Saadins Gaon Sepher Hemunot, .

hath formerly shewed so many wonders ; especially this being the
greatest work of mercy and wonder that ever he did for them, far
beyond the bringiog them forth of Egypt, and leadiug them in the
wilderness.” . And to this he refers theese words of Ecclesiasticus;
¢ Elias was ordained to turn the hearts of the father to the son,
and to restore, xivasrijow, the tribes of Jagob : Maxdpiotoi i
rég o€, kai oi Gyawfioee kexoopnpévor, xal yap Hueic {wi {noopeda,
blessed are they that see, and are adorned with love, for we shall
surely live,” Ecclus. xlviii. 10. 11. Where note, that their conver-
sion is again represented by a new life, and by the very word used
concerning the souls of the martyrs which were slain, Rev. xx.4.
§. V1. Add to this, that as all the ancient millenaries held, that
this reign on earth should be at Jerusalem,* and that the Jews con-
verted then should reign together with the Christians; so all the
passages cited from Jewish writers concerning the Millenium,
speak only of the Millenium of the resurrection, the new heaven
and new earth the Jewish nation shall enjoy. This is apparentfrom
those words on which the Midrash Tehillim founds this Millen-
ium, viz. * Comfort us, according to the days in which thou bat
afflicted us,” Psal. xc, 15. in Babylon, in Greece, in Rome: from the
words cited by Galatinus, lib. xii. cap. 1. from R. Eliezer, cap. 84.
« As I live, saith the Lord, I will raise you in the time to come, in
the resurrection of the dead, and I will gather-you, with all Israel,
into the land of Israel:” from those cited from R. Saadias on
Dan. vii. 18. * Because the Jews rebelled against their Lord,
their kingdom shall be taken from them, and given to the: foar
monarchies who shall possess it in this world, and shall subdue and
carry captive Israel, till the age to come, in which the Messiah
shall reign:” from the Targum on Hos. xiv. 8. ¢ They shal}be
gathered from the midst of their captivity;” and on Psali 4
from the passage quoted by Galatinus, lib. xi. cap. 1. from the'book
Beracoth, that “Israel shall no more make mention of their de-
parture out of Egypt in the age to come, in the days of the .Mes-
siah:” and from the words cited by Mr. Mead, Luke xxi. A
« The Jews shall be carried captives-into all nations, till the times
of the gentiles be fulfilled, and then they shall see the. Son of man
coming in the clouds:" from the words of Tobit, cited by Mr.
Mead, p. 579. * Then the children of Israel shall go into 2
very long captivity; but the blessed God shall remember ?hen,
and gather them from the four corners of the earth.” Accorfimgly,
Mr. Mead sums up their opinion thus: *“They expect !helr fore-
fathers, at least such as were just and holy, should rise in the be-
gioning of the same Millenium, and reign in the land of Lsrael,
with their offspring, under the Messiah:”’ and, smth.he, “I can
hardly believe that all this smoke of tradition could arise, but ff_“m
some fire of truth anciently made known to them.” rAI}d_lhlS'
freely grant, and do indeed suppose, by asserting a predlctml:n of
such a general call of the Jews, near the close of the world, as thovyv
styled {wowoinaic, a reviving, and a resurrection of them, But
comes this tradition to relate to Christian martyrs beheaded for the
name of Christ, or to be fulfilled in the resurrection of them f’ﬂ};
who are chiefly Christians, not of the Jews, but of the geatiles
Mr. Mead solves the matter thus, p. 604. ¢ Under the second Wb':
of these reigners, I would in a particular respect l.mders.lﬂnd L
nation of the Jews then converted to the Christian faith, ¥ ;é
coming in towards the end of the day, may, above all O!ht.m:
said to be those who had not worshipped the beast, nor his |m:!8°;
por had received his mark upon their foreheads or tbelr_bff‘e;l
And thus will truth prevail at last, but to the ruin of this liter

_resurrection : for bow can they literally be ¢ said to live agaih

: lain
and to have a part in the first' resurrection, who were ne;ei:sown
for the faith?” and who are not to be converted, say the i
prophecies and traditions, till God createth a new heaveo

new earth, and much less till the fall of Babylon?
B

® Justin Martyr, Iren. Tertal. supra.
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CHAP. III

4. I. This chapter contains an answer to all the arguments pro-
t duced from Scripture, to prove this literal resurrection of the
* " martyrs, and this reign of them on earth a thousand years, iz
1. To the chief argument for this opinion, from Rev. xx. 4—@.

§. I1. To 2 Pet. iii. from ver. 5. 13. §. HI. To Heb. ii. 5. com-

. pared with i. 6. §. 1V. To Matt.v. 5, * The meek shall inherit
the earth.” §. V. To Rom. viii. 19, 20. “The creature shall be

= delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious
liberty of the sons of God.” §. VI. To Acts iii. 20, 21. “* The
‘heavens must receive him, till the time of the restitution of all

- “things.” §. VII. To Matt. xix. 27—29. * Ye that have followed
me in the regeneration, shall sit upon twelve thrones. And they

- - shall receive a hundred-fold now in this life.” o

I PROCEED now to the arguments produced from Scripture,
for the doctrine of the Millenium ; to which I hope to return a
clear and satisfactory answer, beginning with those words of the
Revelation, in which all the assertors of this doctrine place their
confidence. Aud they are these : . '
& L Arg.1, «“ And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given to them ; and I saw the souls of them that
were bebeaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God,
‘and which bad not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither
had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands ; and
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years, Rev. xx. 4.
< But the rest of the dead lived not again till the thousand years
were finished. This is the first resurrection, ver. 5.

¢¢ Blessed and holy is he who hath part in the first resurrection :
on such the second death hath no power; but they shall be priests
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years,”
ver. 6. .

1. Here, say they, is mention of a first resurrection, antecedent
to the general resurrection of the just, who are not to live again,
till they who first rise have reigned a thousand years on earth.

" 2. This resurrection, say they, is proper to those who were “slain
for the testimony of Jesus, and the word of God, and were not
worshippers of the beast.” .

8. This resurrection, say they, is not a metaphorical, but a pro-
per resurrection ; for the souls, i. ¢ the persons of them that were
slain, live again.

4. They do “reign with Christ a thousaud years,” and that
reign, say most of them, is to be upon earth ; therefore there is to
'be a reign of those martyrs, who were * slain for the testimony of
Jesus, and the word of God,” upon earth a thousand years.

Now, in answer to this argument, let it be noted :

. Ans. 1. That it is not the bodies, but the souls of them that
are beheaded, who are said to live. Now the word yvy3), rendered
"soul, occurs six times in this book, this place excepted ; and in all
these places, it signifies either the soul in separation or distinction
from the body, or the living soul; for, vi. 9. *The souls under the
_altar,” not only * cry with a lond voice,” but they are *‘ clothed
with white robes,” ver. 10, 11. Which expressions canunot be well
applied to dead bodies; viii. 9. The «riopara Eyorra Yvyac are
the creatures having animal souls by which they lived, xii. 11. It
plainly signifies their lives, i. e. the souls by which men live, xvi. 3.
It is expressly # Yvx) {Goa, the living soul, xviii. 18. It signifies
the lives of men, or else the souls of men, which they did huat
for, or devour, as Ezek. xiii. 18. 20. 22. 25. and ver. 14. &éme-
‘Qupia Tiic Yuyiic is, the desire, not of the body, but of the soul : why
“therefore must this word be here supposed to signify, not the soul,
buat that dead body opposite to it, which alone properly can be
"said to rise, and live again?

2. Let it be noted, that a proper. and a literal resurrection
is never, in the whole New Testament, expressed or represented to

1 us, by the living of the soul; but always by the kiving, raising, or

the resuscitation of the dead, *the raising of -the hodies of the
saints, of them that slept in the dust,” or* in their graves and se-
pulchres,” or who were ¢ buried in the sea,” or ¢ in the earth:” if
then the Holy Ghost here meant a literal and proper resurrection,
why doth he so much vary from the terms he constantly doth use
elsewhere, whenever he discourseth of such a resurrection, and take

up with the terms so oft applied, in Scripture, to a moral and meta-

phorical resurrection? As we shall see hereafter.

Ans. 2. I grant, that here is mention of a first resurrection,
an antecedent to the general and proper resurrection; but then it
plainly is a resurrection, in which all that are * blessed and holy,”
and over whom the * second death hath no power,” have a part,
ver. 6. and they -are all whose names are written in the-book of
life, ver. 14, 15. It is a resurrection of all who had not worship-
ped- the beast, ver. 4. and they are all the same persons, Rev. xiii.
8. It is a resurrection of those who are made * kings and psiests
to God and Christ,” which all good Christians are, 1 Pet. ii. 5, 6.
and therefore not of martyrs only. o S

Again, it is a resurrection before the day of judgment, and be-
fore the sea, and death, and the grave, deliver up their dead, as the -
words following intimate, ver. 12, 13. viz. ¢ I saw the dead, small
and great, stand before God, and the books were opened; and
another book which is the book of life; and the dead were judged
out of these things which were written in the books, according to
their works. And the sea gave up her dead that were in it: and
death dnd hades delivered up their dead that were in them : and
they were judged, every man according to his works.” Where note,
that the dead delivered up, were all that were ¢ judged according
to their works.” It also is a resurrection before Christ’s coming ** to

render to every man as his works shall be;> for this he after pro-

miseth to do, xxii. 12. Whereas, according to the doctrine of the
Millenium, Christ had already given to them, whom he bad raised
to reign with him ou earth, the blessing promised “ to him that
overcometh,” Rev. ii. 26, 27. iii. 21. v. 10. o

3. The rest of the dead, that lived not again until the thou-
sand years were finished, are not, the just, but the synagogue of
Satan, Gog and Magog, ver. 8. For St. John, chap. xix. repre-
sents the *¢ King of kings, and Lord of lords,” with ¢ the armies
which were in heaven, making war with the kings of the earth,
and their armies,” and giving * their flesh to be meat” unto them;
in which war ¢ the beast was taken, and the false prophet, and cast
alive into a lake of fire,” ver.20. And then it follows thus, xal o
Mowrol, and the rest of them, who were gathered together to make
war with this King of kings, ¢ were slain with the sword that came
out of his mouth, and all the fowls were filled with their flesh,”
ver. 21. Now, it being by the pagan emperors first, and by the
beast afterward, that Satan, « the great dragon, made war with
the seed of the woman which kept the commandments of God, and
had the testimony of Jesus Christ,” Rev. xii. 17. these instru-
ments of Satan being thus slain, and overcome by Christ, Safan is
bound a thousand years; i. e. e is so long disabled from per-
secuting and molesting the church of Christ : and during this space,
she is raised up to her primitive purity, and flourisheth glorieusly,
and so is represented as having a resurrection from the dead :
this thousand years being ended, Satan is let loose again, and ga-
thers again his instruments, i.e. ¢ the nations which are in the
four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to battle, and they
compass the camp of the saints,” Rev. xx. 8, 9. And this is the
living of the rest of the dead again, after the thousand years were
ended, ver. 5. For it is only, oi Moo, the rest that were

“slain, xix. 21. that lived again; it is only those who had no

share in the first resurrection, and so were neither blessed nor

“holy, ver. 6. nor had their names written in the book of life;

and consequently, those on which the second death had place,
which death they suffered when * fire came down from Geaven and
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devoured them,” and they were cast *iuto the lake of fire with
the devil,” ver. 10. 15.-

And that oi Nourol, the rest, xix. 21. xx. 5. should signify the same
persons, cannot seem strange, if we consider that only four verses
intervene betwixt them. And that they must be the same persons, is
evident’from the connexion of the words, thus; ¢ The rest of the
dead lived not till the thousand years” of Satan’s binding, and the
saints’reign were ended, ver. 5. And when those “thousand years were
ended, Satan was-loosed, and gathered them-together against that
church of Christ,whichhad thus reigned a thousand years,ver. 7--10.

And this interpretation, of “ the rest of the dead” rising again,
gives a clear answer to the objection of Mr, Mead, against the
other senses commorly imposed upon these words, viz. * That it
would be a most harsh and violent interpretation, ‘to say, The dead
and the living again of the dead, should not be taken in the same
‘sense:” for, according to this exposition, they are exactly taken in
‘the same sense : the dead church living again, in the same meta-
‘phorical sense in which the rest of the dead, the enemies of the
church, live again, at the end of the thousand years, when Satan
is loosed, and gathers them to battle against the church.

4. The souls of them who were “slain for the testimony of
Jesus, and for the word of God,” are those Christians who were
slain in the time of the ten persecutions; and the souls of -them

¢ who worshipped not the beast,” are ‘those Christians who chose .

‘rather to die, or suffer persecution, than to be guilty of Romish idol-
atry: -and they are said to live ngain, as the beast which had re.
ceived ““riy wAnyiv Savdrov, the wound of death, and one of
‘whose heads was wonnded to death, #naev, lived again,” Rev. xiii.
'8. 12. viz. in the succesgion of the antichristian beast, to him which

‘exercised the power of the heathen emperors over the earth, and .

revived ‘the idolatry of tlie heathen empire. And as the two wit-
nesses, when slain, are said to live again, ¢ the spirit of life from

God entering into them,” Rev. xi. 7. 11. because a succession of ;

men of the same faith, and the same opposition to the beast, revive

and flourish after they were shin; some here reply, that ¢ this

was spoken of the two churches,” thut they were slain, and lived
‘again, notof the supposita. But why then may not the words of the
St. John be spoken of the church of Jew and gentile, theu reviving,
‘and not of the supposita? Moreover, these two witmesses are said
to be slain,ver. 7. and their ¢ dead bodies to lie in the streets of the
greatcity,” ver. 18. to be seen lying there *three days and a half,”
and not to be suffered to be put into their graves, ver. 9. and ¢ dfter

three days and a half, the Spirit' of God"” is said to * enter into

them, to make thew stand upon their feet, and 'live again.” If
therefore nothing of this be spoken of the supposita, why should
those words, ** I saw the souls of them who were beheaded for the
witness of Jesus, and they lived again,” be spoken of the supposita,
and uot of the churches of the converted Jews and gentiles? This
being the prophetic scheme by which the Scripture still represents
the glorious restoration of God's church and people. For, -

1. The restoration of the church is sometimes represented as a
resurrection of it from the dead. "So saith the prophet Isaiah,
*Avagrfigovrac oi vexpol, * Thy dead shall arise, and be raised out
of their tombs,” xxvi. 19. So God speaks to the Jewish nation
by Ezekiel, saying, * I will open your graves, and caiuse you to
corie_out of your graves, and bring you into the land of ‘Israel,”
Ezek. xxxvii: 13, 14. The prophet Hosea speaks thus; *In three
days, aaornocucba, we shall rise up again, and we shall live be-
fore him,” 'Hos.' vi. 2. And the apostle, speaking of this very
matter, viz.'the conversion of the Jews, saith, * It shall be even
to the gentiles, {wy é vexpav, as life from the dead,” Rom. xi. 15.
Here thén is a resurrection of the church of God, agreeable to that
which our interpretation of this passage of the Revelation doth
import : nor is there any more reason to say the words of St. John
respect the supposita, and not the churches, than to say the same
of many of the places cited. ’

light of this city.”
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Moreover, the Scripture doth more frequently mention the
restoration of the church, and her return from a low, captive,
and afflicted state, under the metaphor of ‘““a new life, a life from
the dead, a reviviscence of God’s church and people.” Thus when
God moved the Persian kings to let the Jews return to their own
land, he is by Ezra said to give them, {woxoinocr, @ reviviscence,
Ezra ix. 8, 9. The Psalmist, speaking of himself, as the text, ar of
God's people also, saith the marginal reading, useth these words,
“ Thou which hast shewed me great and sore tronbles;shalt quicken
me (marg. us) again, and shalt bring me up again (marg. us) from
the depth of the earth,” Psal. Ixxi. 20. And the church apeaketh
thus to .God, Zwdae, - Thow wilt guickem us,” and ¢ we will
call upon thy name,” Psal. Ixxx. 18, And aguin, * Thou wilt re-
tarn, cal fwdoeig Hpdc, and revive us, and thy people shall rejoice
in thee,” Psal. Ixxxv. 6. Zsjoovra ol rebvedrés oov, * Thy dead
men shall live,” Isa. xxvi. 19. say Symmachus and Theodotion:
Znoducha. * We shall live in his sight,” saith the prophet Hoses,
vi. 2, 3. and xiv. 17. “ They shall live with their children, and
return again,” saith the prophet Zachary, x. 8, 8. The son of
Sirach saith, ¢ At the coming of Elias {wjj {nodueba, swe shall
live again,” xlviii. 11. But the chief seat of this metaphor is in the
thirty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel, where God is introduced in-
quiring of the Jews in Babylon, E¢ {#oerar, * Can these bones live 7V
ver. 3. and promising to put into them wvebua wiic,  the breath
of life,” ver. 6. and saying “1 will put my spirit into you, ra2 {§-
oeale, and ye shall live ;” and bidding the prophet blow upon them,
ral {nodrwcay, * that they may live,” ver. 9. and declaring, that
when he had done so, ¢ breath entered into them, xal élnaav, and
they lived again, and stood upon their feet,” v. 10. in all which
places, the very word which St. John useth to express the first re-

surrection is here used to express the return of the church from

her obscurity and thraldom toa glorious state. Why therefore may
not the word in St. John bear that sense which it so often bears in
the prophetic writings, and twice in the New Testament,® when
spoken of the gentiles? It hence at last appears, that by this inter-
pretation, T put no force upon the words, but do expound them in

‘the familiar sense in which 'they are still used upon the like occa-

sion in the prophetic writings.
Now it is generally agreed, by those who own this conversion of

‘the Jews, ‘that it is not to commence till after the destruction of

the beast, or the downfil of antichrist, mentioned chap. xviii. And
therefore, in the next chapter, he begins his discourse upon it
saying, xix. 7. * The marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife
hath made herself ready;” i. e. she who was formerly put away,
beeause she was not prepared+ for the bridegroom’s coming, was
now to be married to God again. And, chap. xxi. he reassumes
this matter,and shews the bride, the Lamb’s wife, in such a descrip-

‘tion, as will not suffer us to doubt she is the Jewish nation con-

verted to the Christian faith: for he calls her the holy city, and
the new Jerusalem; and tells us, in the very words of Isaiah, Ix.
8. 10. that the ‘“nations which shall be saved shall walk in the
He calleth her also the bride to be married to
the Lamb ; which is the description the prophets make of this con-
verted nation, viz. as * of a bride adorned with her jewels, and as
one that is to be married to the Lord.” (Isa. lxi. 10. Ixii. 4,5.) And
he goes on in a continual description of this new Jerusalem, in the
words of the prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel, speaking of the conver.
sion of the Jewish nation. The city also * coming down from
heaven,” ver. 10. is the new church of the converted Jews, gaid to
come down from heaven, according to the Hebrew phrase ; because
of that Divine wisdom, and those spiritual gifts and graces with
which she shall be adorned from heaven : for, as they were wont to
say of ome who treated of sublime heavenly things, that he did

#°0 &dngde e oTrog wngl T, xad dviZues, Lake xv. 32, Rom, xi. 15.
t Not ivoiud, ready.
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V’P"l'?'ﬁ'w, % ascend into beaven,”* and speak as one who was
adaitted iato the Divine eouncils, (Deut. xxx. 11, 12. Prov. xxx. 3.)
and of these who heard these things, that they were ‘¢ exalted to
heaven:” (Matt. xi. 23.) so the pouring down of these gifts and bless-

ings id represented as ““ the opening of heaven,” and letting them -

down upon the earth. Thus when St. John receives his prophecy,
he ¢ sees a door opened in heaven,” and hears “ a voice, saying,
Come up hither, and I will shew thee what shall be hereafter,” Rev.
iv. 1. Where note, that the voice he heard then, was ‘ as the
voice of a trumpet:” and so the very same voice he heard when he
was “ in the spirit,” Rev.i. 10. The two witnesses also, when
they live again, are “ called up into heaven,” Rev. xi. 11, 12. as
being filled with heavenly wisdom. And since the spiritual gifts,
imparted to the church, are said to come ‘ from above, from the
Father of lights,” James i. 7. and they who were made partakers of
them; to bave * tasted, rijc dwpedc éxowariov, of the heavenly gift ;”
seeing the church of Christ ¢ is the Jerusalem which is from
above,” Gal. iv. 25. « the heavenly Jerusalem,” Heb. xii. 22. it
is no wouder that she is represented here as coming down from
heaven, when she was, as it were, to have a ““ new birth” which is
“ from above,” John iii. 8. and to be adorned with ¢ spiritual
blessings in heavenly things in Christ Jesus,” Eph. i. 3. and to be
reduced to her primitive lustre and purity: for then shall the pu-
rity of the church return, and be as it was in the times of the first
martyrs for the faith; and the gospel shall be professed, without
any antichristian mixtare ; as they who opposed the beast, endea-
voured to preserve it: and thus shall these martyrs and oppesers
of the beast live sgain.

A reverend and worthy person, of more than ordinary skill in
matters of this natare, is of opinion; :

First, « That the first resurrection here mentioned, will be a li-
teral resurrection of them that have lost their lives for the testimony
of Christ, to enjoy eternal life in heaven a thousand years before the
general resurrection, as the martyrs of the Old Testament arose
with the body of Christ,” Matt. xxvii. 52. ‘ Theyshall reign (saith
he) with Christ, not on earth, but in heaven, where Christ is, and
shall be, till he come to judgment.”

Secondly, He is of opinion, * that not only the martyrs shall then
rise to heavenly bliss, but that their murderers shall then also rise
to eternal punishment :” which he gathers from those words of Da-
miel, xii. 2. *° And many of them that sleep in the dust shall arise,
some to everlasting life, and some to everlasting shame and con-
tempt.” Now,

First, Against the doctrine of the first and second resurrection,
properly so called, 1 bave offered some arguments in the annota-
tions on 1 Cor. xv. and chap. iv. §. 2. I therefore only farther note ;

First, That St. Matthew speaks not one word of any martyrs
that arose after Christ’s resurrection, but only of the arising of some
saints that slept, and their going into the boly city, and appearing
unto many ; which seems rather to make it probable, they were
saints who had lived in the memory of those to whom they appeared,
and were known, (See the note there.)

" Secondly, 5t. Matthew doth not say, ds St. Jobn doth, that ““many

souls lived;” but, that mo\\d@ odpara, * many bodies of those
that slept arose out of their sepulchres :” his words must therefore
be understood of a proper resurrection of the bodies of the saints :
but it cannot be hence inferred, that the words of St. John bear
the same sense. '

Thirdly, St. John doth not say, his martyrs shall reign with Christ
a thousand years “ before the general resurrection,” but oaly,
that * they shall reign with Christ a thousand years ;” which seems
an odd expression, when applied to them who are raised to reign for
ever with him : add to this, that after the resurrection of St. John’s
funts to “ reign with Cbrist a thousand years,” Satan is loosed,

® Buxtorf, Floril. p. 4.

and raises his armies to fight agninst, and compass about m)» ra-
pepPol)y ray &yiwy, the camp of the saints, ver, 7—9. which fairly
intimates, that the saints, mentioned ver. 6. as partakers of the first re-
surrection, were still on earth, and not reigning with Christ in heaven.

Lastly, The second part of this opinion seems to contradict
many scriptures which expressly teach, that the time of the punish-
ment of the wicked shall be after the sentence of absolution hath
been passed upon the blessed, Matt. xxv. 41. 46. when all the
good have gone into everlasting life, John v, 28, 29. at the day of
Jjudgment, and when we shall appear before the judgment-seat of
Christ, Rom. ii. 8, 9. 16. 2 Cor. v. 10. and that they who have
persecuted Christ's members, shall be punished at *“ the revelation
of Christ from heaven,” 3 Thess. i.6. 9. at * the conflagration of
world,” 2 Pet. ii. 9. iii. 7. at “the day of judgment,” Jude
14, 15. “ when he cometh in the clouds,” Rev. i. 7. and that the
crown of glory shall be given to the righteous at the same time,
(See note on 2 Tim. iv. 8.)

Obj. 2. Some refer 1o this Millenium those words of Christ,
Matt. v. 6. ¢ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth ;” saying, that  neither David mor our Saviour could under-
stand this otherwise than of a future state; because it is not the
meek, but the great ones of the world, that slice the earth among
them, and court-flatterers that scramble for preferment.”

Ans. But it is evident to a demonstration, that David did under-
stand this of the present earth, or of the land of Canaan ; for the
tenor of this whole thirty-seventh Psalm is designed to shew, that
wicked men shall, by God’s judgment, suddenly perish, whilst
righteous men lived easily and quietly in the land of Canaan: 30
ver. 9. ‘¢ Evil-doers shall be cut off: but they that wait upon the
Lord, they shall inherit the earth : for yet a little while, and the
wicked shall not be, but the meek shall inherit the earth. They that
areblessed of him, shall inberit the earth; and they that are cursed
of him, shall be rooted out.” So ver.34. ¢ Wait on the Lord, and
keep his way, add he shall exalt thee, roi KAnpovougons tiv Y§v, te
inherit the earth: when the wicked are destroyed, thou shalt see
it.” (See also ver. 14.17. 19. 23, 24, 25, 28.) It is therefore unad-
visedly said, the Psalmist ‘“could not understand this of the present
earth,” and that upon a plain mistake of the import of the phrase ;
as if inheriting the earth, was enjoying a vast fortune, or a great
share of temporal enjoyments here : whereas, the comfort of this
life, as our Lord teacheth, Luke xii. 15. ¢ consisteth not in the
abundance of the things that we possess.” The phrase rather im-
ports, that meekness is the best way to procure us a long and
peaceable life on earth, Psal. xiv. 12. 14. 1 Pet. iii. 10. and that
the meek person shall ordinarily have the most sure enjoyment of
these thiogs, as far as they are needful : tbat he shall enjoy them
with the greatest quiet and tranquillity, without the strife, debate,
anxiety, and trouble, which imbitter the enjoyment-of these things
to others, and with the truest comfort, satisfaction, and content-
eduess of mind. For, as Chrysostom well obgerves upon the place,
because the Jews had been oft taught this lesson in the Ol Testa.
ment, our Saviour addresses himself to them in the language they
bad been accustomed to ; this Son of David repeateth apd . con-
firmeth to them the promise made by Dayid. . And this I judge to
be the most natural and truest exposition of these words.

Olj. 3. Our Saviour promises to his disciples and followers, that
for the losses they should sustain here on his account, and for the
sake of his gospel, they should receive there a hundred-fold, and
sit upon thrones with him, judging the tribes of Israel. The words
are these : *“ Aod Jesus said uato them, Verily I say unto you, that
ye which have followed me in the regeneration, when the Son of
wan shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of lsrael,” Matt. xix. 27.
28. These thrones must, in all reason, be the same with the
thrones mentioned, Dan. vii. Apec. xx. 4. and therefore mark the
same time and state: and seeing, in those places, they plainly
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swmfy the mlllenmal state or the kmgdom of Christ, and his saints,
they must here signify the same in this promise of our Saviour to
his suffering followers. And as to the word xaXcyyevesia, which is
here translated regeneration, it is well known, that both the Greek
philosophers and Greek fathers use that word for the renovation
of the world; which is to be at or before the millennial state.

Ans. In answer to this argument, I shall not take notice, that
what the argument saith is promised to Christ's disciples and fol-
lowers in general, is indeed promised only to his twelve apostles, to
them who had then lost all, “ and followed him,” Matt. xii. 17. to
them who had ‘¢ continued with him in his temptations,” Luke xxii.
28. The thrones here mentioned therefore, cannot be the thrones
spoken of in Daniel and the Revelation ; for these thrones are pecu-
liar to the twelve apostles: those in the Revelation are supposed to
belong to all who have a share in the first resurrection: the apo-
stles sit upon these thrones, only ¢ to judge the twelve tribes of Is-
rael;” but they * who sit on the thrones,” mentioned in the Re-
velation, are to - rule over' the natious, and judge them, Rev.
ii. 26, 27. iii. 21. v. 10. 20. iv. 6. But,

Secondly, I grant, the rakiyysveaia, or regeneration, here men-
tioned, may be referred to the consummation of the world, and to
the new heavens and earth of which the prophets speak : but then
1 add, this raXvyyeveoia, or new birth, is only that of the church of
Christ, that {woroinsic, or new life, that lwy & vexpav, life from
the dead, she shall receive, when all Israel shall be saved, and the
¢ fulness of the gentiles” shall flow in to them. For,

First, The persons here to be judged, are only the twelve tribes
of Israel; which makes it more than probable, that the whole pro-
mise made to the apostles respects ‘their government over these
tribes, coming in at the close of the world, after the fall of anti-
christ; and that not by a resurrection of their persuns, but by a re-
vivisceuce of thit spirit which resided in them, and of that purity
and knowledge which they delivered to the world ; and chiefly by
admission of their gospel to be the standard of their faith, and the
direction of their lives.

Secondly, It hath been observed already, tbat the delivery of the
" Jews from their former captivities and miseries, is always repre-
sented as a {womoinoic ¢ a giving of life, and a resurrection (o the
Jews.” And thus may those words of St. John be primarily
referred to them ; viz. *‘I saw thrones, and they sat upon them,
and judgment was given to them:” (xx.4.) though these things
belong not to them only, but in general ¢ to him that over-
cometh,” (ii. 26, 27. iii. 1.) Seeing then their return from their cap-
tivity, is, in the style of the prophets, usually represented as a
waleyyevesia, @ reviving, or mew life; why may not the time of
their most glorious conversion, and eollection from all the corners
of the earthi, be by our Saviour represented under that known me-
tapbor" And this conversion of the Jewish nation, being by me
placed in'St. Joho’s epocha, viz. after the destraction of the beast,
and the death and slaughter of the armies of them that fought for
him, or worshipped bis image; and her converted members being,
in my opinion, the very ¢ bride of the Lamb, which had made her-
self ready,” and, after a long divorce, was now married to God
again ; I comply in this with all the ancient millenaries, and espe-
cially with Justin Marlyr,* when he saith, this makcyyevesia “ is
the mystery of all that expect Jesus Christ to appear at Jerusalem,”
speken of by Isaiah, chap. Ixvi. and that ¢all Christians entirely
orthodox, expect to spend a thousand years in Jerusalem,” as the
prophet Isaiah hath foretold, saying, ¢ There shull be a new heaven
and new earth:” for as thase things are spoken by a prophet of
the Jews (one sent to speak these things to them), so is it beyond
dispute, that they chiefly and immediately concern that nation, and

® “Owep xal 83 "Howlov im"mw 3a wrslow, by o&xd 1’5 pooThetoy waiy THe Yevicio
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her rexvoyovia, new birth of a numerous offspring, after a long bar-
renness, (Ixvi. 7—9.) and her exaltation to a high estate of excel-
lence and glory; and that so visible to the genules that all nations
and tongues shall see her glory.

As for the following words, urged stiffly by the ancient and some

{ latter millenaries, viz. *“ And every one that hath forsaken house,

or brethren, or sister, or father, or mother, or wife and chnldren,
or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive a hundred-fold now in
this time, houses, and brothers, and sisters, and mothers, and chil-
dren, and lands; and in the world to come, eternal life :” it is, in
my opinion,

- First, Very unreasonable to mterpret these words of blessings
to be conferred on men after the resurrection; for they that are
thought “ worthy to be the sons of the resurrection (saith our
Lord), neither marry por are given in marriage,” Luke xx. 35.
Whence therefore should they bave these mothers, and these
children, not to add wives, a bundred-fold? They are made like
to angels at the resurrection ; and what should such angelical per-
sons do with, what advantage will they reap from, a hundred
houses, or a like increase of land, in earth?

If you teply, that these words of our Saviour relate not to the
first resurrection; of which this text, which speaks of wives and
children, is to be interpreted, but only to the second and general
resurrection ; | answer, that the words are general, and therefore
must include all that are ““ sons of the resurrection.” Moreover, by
admitting this double resurrection, the first, in which they that
are raised, might marry, or have wives and children,. and the
second, in which they could not, the objection or inquiry of the
sadducees is partly left unanswered ; for this distinction doth
suppose a resurrection, in which the ground of their inquiry might
take place.

Secondly, This wonderful increase is promised, viv, at presemt,
v 1§ kapg robrw, in this time of life, Mark x. 30. Luke xviii.
28. in opposition to what.they shall receive ¢ in the age to come.”
Now the Millenium is still placed, by Dr. Burnet, in the age to
come after the conflagration of the world; this promise therefore
cannot refer to his Millenium, por yet to any other which begins
after the resurrection of these persons; for that time can with no
propriety of speech be said to be now; nor can the blessings then
received, be said to be received in this life. Moreover, these
blessings are to be received, uerd Siwypav, with persecutions; it
being the known observation of critics and grammarians,® that
pera with a genitive case, signifies with, and denotes, 7oy adréy
rkacpdv, the same time; and only with au accusative case signifies
after, and denotes Yorepoypoviar, a following time ; so that these
persecutions must be contemporary with the enjoyment of these
blessings ; whereas a general peace, and freedom from all perse-
cutions,t is made a necessary character of the millennial state.

Lastly, These words afford an argument against the doctrine of
the Millenium ; because, accotding to them, the only blessing to
be received, év g ailav. rg prq.tewp, in the age to come, is life
everlasting ; which blessing is confined to heaven, and not to be
enjoyed on the earth, our “ house eternal being in the heavens,”
(2 Cor. v. 1.) and our * inheritance eternal reserved in the heavens
for us :* and therefore, they to whom the promise is here made,
are not in the world to come to live a thousand years on earth,
or to enjoy the temporal blessings promised here; because they
are not to be enjoyed in the world to come, but now, in this pre-
sent life; and because the only blessing promised in the world to
come, is-not to be enjoyed on earth, but is reserved in the heavens-
for us.. (1 Pet. i. 4)

Obj. 4. St. Peter, in his sermon to'the Jews, after our Saviour’s
ascension, tells them, that he will ceme again, and that there will:
be then a restitution of all things, such as was promised by the.

® Phavorinus. t Dr. Burnet, p.185.
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prophets : ¢ The heavens (saith lie) must receive him till the time
of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his prophets since the world began.” (Acts iii. 20, 21.)

. Ans. I answer, That these words cannot be meant of a resti-
tution of all things to their former state : for sure it is very im-
proper to say, there will be a restitution of all things to their
former state, ** which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his
boly prophets ;" for since these things relate to the forerunner of
our Lord, Christ's coming in the flesh, his life, death, resurrec-
tion, and ascension, the preaching of the gospel to the gentiles,
the reign of antichrist, the calling of the Jews, and the coming
in of the fulness of the gentiles, these things may very well be
said to be exhibited, performed, accomplished, and consum-
mated : but I see mot with what, propriety or truth they can be
said to be restored to their former states, or be remewed; and
therefore dyp: xpovwy &woxarasrigews xavrwy, is, by the Syriac,
rendered, until the, fulness of the time of all things; by the
Arabic, till the time in whichk all things shall be perfected, or
Jinished ; by Tertullian,* ‘“‘adusque tempara exhibitionis omnjum ;”
by Irenszus,t * usque ad tempus dispositionis omnium,” i. e, till
the time of the exhibition, or disposal of all things; by (Ecume.
nius, till the time that all things do ei¢ wépag éNOeivy come to an
end. And for the confirmation of this import of the word, we
have the siffrage of Hesychius and Phavorinus, that dwoxarde-
raouc is relelwows, the consummation of a thing. Hence then I
argue thus against this doctrine: Since Christ is to continue in
heaven till the completion or consummation of all things, spoken
by the holy prophets, if the Millenium were-any of them, Christ
must continue in beaven till the consummation of that also, and
therefore is not to come down from heaven to reign on earth till
the Millenium be ended ; nor can that be contemporary with our
Lord’s second coming, which is from heaven.

The. arguments produced in favour of this Millenium, from
Rom. viii. 19—21. from 2 Thess. ii. 1. from Heb. i. 8. and ii. 5.
and from 2 Pet. iii. 8—12. are sufficiently answered in the notes
on those places.

CHAP. IV.

§. 1. This chapter contains arguments against the literal resur-

rection, and the reign of martyrs upon earth a thousand years.
First, From the inconsistency of it with the happy state of
souls departed. §. II. Secondly, From the accurate description
of the resurrection in the Holy Scripture, without any mention
of a first and second resurrection, and with such descriptions
of the qualities of the bodies raised, the efficient cause, of the
time, circumstances, and consequents, of it, which suit not
with the doctrine of the Millenium. §. III. Thirdly, From the
inconsistency of it with the genius of the Christian faith, and
the nature of the gospel-promises. .

HaviNe thus shewed, . that Scripture and aatiquity afford no
sure foundation for this supposed resurrection of the saints and
martyrs to reign with Christ on earth a thousand years; 1 pro-
ceed now to shew the inconsistence of this doctrine, with many
things delivered in the Holy Scripture.

§. L. First, This doctrine seems not well. consistent with the

bappy state of souls departed, recorded in the sacred writings ;

for can jt rationally be supposed, that those ¢¢ spirits of just men
made perfect,” which are now with Christ, (Heb. xii. 23.) and,
being ¢« absent from the body are present with the Lord,” (2 Cor.
v. 8. Phil. i. 23.) should leave those blessed mansions, or quit
that happy state, to live on earth again a thousand years? that
they who are already “ entered into rest,” (Luke xxiii. 43.) and
who enjoy all the delights and satisfactions which paradise itself

affords, should quit that station to enjoy peace and plenty upon:
earth? can they expect to be more righteous and holy, or to
have more Divine and heavenly speculations, or better . company,
or a more full fruition of their Lord on earth, than they enjoyed
in paradise? if not, who can imagine that God should thus de-
grade them after so long enjoyment of those happy regions, or
that they should voluntarily quit those mansions for any temporal
enjoyments of the body, any meat or drink, or earthly pleasures,
which they had formerly denied themselves, and were even dead
to whilst they lived here ; or for any temporary converse. upon:
that earth in which they only lived as pilgrims and’strangers, still
“ looking for a better country, that is, a heavenly?” (Heb. xi.
13.16.) And if this change seems not consistent with the state
of happy souls in general, much less will it comport with those.
especial privileges and high prerogatives, supposed by some
fathers to belong unto the souls of martyrs, viz. that they do
instantly receive their crowns, and are admitted to a fuller vision,
and a more intimate enjoyment of the God of heaven; for the
higher their advancement is, the gréater must their degradation be,
when they return again to live on earth. So that this doctrine seems
least of all consistent with the state of those Christian .sufferers,
who are supposed to be the very persons for whom it chiefly was
designed, and to whom it is chiefly promised. :

Secondly, Let us compare the resurrection mentioned by the
Holy Scripture, with that supposed by the millenaries, and we shall,
easily discern, that no man reasonably can desire to enjoy the
latter, who can be made partaker of the former.

They who believe the resurrection promised in Scripture, ex-
pect our Lord * from heaven to change their vile bodies into the
likeness of Christ’s glorious body.” (Phil. iii. 21.) The mille-
naries expect him to change or to restore them into such bodies,
as shall be still mortal, corruptible bodies; for else, what need
of meat and drink, what pleasure can they reap from their plenty ?
The first expect,  this corruptible should then put on incor-
ruption, this mortal put on immortality.” (1 Cor. xv. 53.) The
second, that it should do this only. after a thousand years; for
they suppose, (book iv. chap. 9. p. 206.) ¢ that nature may be
weak,” and they may be * desirous to be dissolved” in the millennial:
state, The first expect, that their ¢ dishonourable badies should
be raised in glory,” (ver. 43.) The second, that they be first raised
with their dishonourable parts. The first, that the body should be
raised  a spiritual and a celestial body,” bearing * the image of the
heavenly Adam,” (ver.44. 48.) The second, that it be first raised:
an earthly body, bearing the image of the earthly Adam. And
oh! how inglorious, how despicable, is the resurrection which’
these men expect, compared with the resurrection promised in the.
Holy Scripture ! How much more happy would the saints and mar-
tyrs be, could they immediately enjoy the Scripture-resurrection,
than by enjoying that which the millenaries have allotted to them 7
¢ And ‘why should any one conceive they should not doit? Is it
because there is 2 necessity they should first live on earth a thou-.
sand years,* to prepare them for heaven and eternal glory; ¢ Ut.
paulatim assuescant capere Deum,’ as Irensust says, that they.
may by degrees enlarge their capacitics, fit and accustom them-
selves to receive God ; or, as he says in another place, that ¢ they may -
become capable of the glory of the Father,” that is, capable of
bearing the glory and presence of God?”  Sure this is not for the:
credit of the martyrs, that they should not be fit or capable to re-:
ceive God, and enjoy the glory of the Father, without employing.
their contemplations and devotions upon earth a thousand years,-
when these holy persons, who rise not till the general resurrection,.
shall from that time be ¢ for ever with the Lord,” (1 Thess. iv. 17.)-
and be immediately partakers of the beatific vision? Moreover,
what is it that must be thus fitted and capacitated by contempla-

* DeResar. Cam. cap. 23.
VOL. VI.

t B. lib. iii. cap. 12,

't Lib. v. cap. 32.
c

® Dr, Barnet, book iv, chep. 9.
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tion to receive God, and to emjoy this blessed vision ? Is it not the
soul? and can she not as well contemplate him under the altar or
the throue, or whilst she doth abide in paradiee 1 Is coming down
from those celestial regions to this -dull earth, the way to elevate
the soul to heaven? Will putting on a corruptible body, a bedy
needing plenty of earthly things, and finding pleasute in them, be
the way to quicken and invigorate her heavenly flights and aspira«
tions 1 Or, is there no true friendship,* mno ingenuous conversa-
tion to be had in paradise, that the soul must descend to earth to
enjoy it? Or, is it necessary, as Tertulliant #nd. others} argue,
by way of retribution, « that the bedy which hath suffered, may
be rewarded in like kind ;” i. e, that it may be now gratified with
bodily delights, the pleasures of the throat and palate, fiste clothes;
and inno¢ent diversions here on eatth 7 As if a ¢ change of this
vile body into the likeness of Christ’s glorious body,” were not a
better and far more glorious reward of all its sufferings.

Arg. 2. §. 2. A seeond arguinent against this doctrine, of a
proper resurrectivit to reign with Christ a thousand years.on earth,.
is taken from thie necarute desesiption bf the resurrection conunned
in the Holy Sériptare.  For,

First, in all the descriptions' the- Holy Ghost so largely glves us
of the resurrection, and the future judgment, in the evangelists and
the epistles, there is no mention of a first and-second resurrection;
or of any prerogative of some saints above others in it, orof any
precedence of any. before others, as to the resurrection of their bo-
dies ; which might have reasonably been expected, had this doctrine
been then received in some of those places where the thing is so
largely and critically discoursed on, as to inform us twice, that the
order of the resurrection shall be . this, ¢ that the dead in Christ
shall rise. first,” (1 Thess, iv. 16,17.) and then, *‘we that are alive
shall be chauged,” and that Christ is raised ‘¢ as the first-fruits,”
and that ¢ afterward they that are Christ’s” shall be raised <* at his
coming :”” hére, I confess, is mention made of an ordér in the re-
surrection; for it is said, ¢'In Christ shall all. be made alive, every
man in bis own order,” 1 Cor: xv. 33. but then the oider is ex.
pressed thus, ¢ Christ the first-fruits, afterward they that are
Chirist's.,” Whereas, according to the millennial hypothesis, the
words should rather have run thus, ¢ Christ the first-fruits,”. then
the martyrs, and a thousand years after the residue of the just:
in the Epistle to the Thessalonians also, there is na order of
the resurrection of the dead mentioned ; but of them altogether,
and without distinction, it is said, ¢ them thatsleep is Christ will
God bring with him, and the dead in Christ shall rise first.”

In answer to this argument, we have been told, that * as the
Scripture speaks.of the resurrection in gross, without distinguishinfg
first and secoud, so it speaks of the coming of our Saviour, with-

out distinction of first and second.” But this is a great oversight ;.

for the Scripture gives express notice of Christ’s coming éx Bewépou,
““ a second time,” for the salvation of his servants, Heb. ix. 20.
and of his ¢ coming again,” to receive them into those mansions he
is gone to prepare for them, Jobn xiv. 3. There being therefore
equal reason to expect a like distinction betwixt the first and se-
cond resurrection properly so called ; the constant silence of the
Scriptures, as to that matter, is no small prejudice against that hy-
pothesis, which doth- suppose a- first and second resurrection,
Secondty; The Scripture in those places containeth many things
which seem most plainly inconsistent with that doctrine ; for either
in those places the Scripture speaketh only of the second resurrec-
tion exclusively of the first, and then it is not true which Mr. Mead
asserts, that . the day of judgment, and the time of the resurrec-
tion, include both the Millenium and the general resurrection ;”

* Dr. Buraet, p. 293.

"4 ¢ In qua enim conditione Isbonverunt sive afllicti sunt omnibus modis, probati per
sufferentiam, justam est in ipsa recipere eos fructus sufferentise.” Iren. lib. v. cap. 32.

t * In compensationem eorum quse in swecalo vel despeximus, vel amisimus : siqui-
dem et justum, et Deo dignum, illic exaltare famulos ejus ubi sunt afflicti in nomine
ipsius,” Tertull. adv, Marcion, lib, iii. cap. 23. p. 412.

or, that ¢ the Scripture speah of the resurrection in the gross,
without distinguishing betwixt the first and second;” for, if it
speaks only of the second exclusively of the first, it must speak of

| it distinctly from the first, or it must in those places intend to speak

of both conjunctly and without distinction; and then what is said
in them must be applicable to them. both without distinction.
Agnin, The Scripture in those places speakethi inany things : fiest,
asto the natare of the résurrection; and the qualities of the bodies
raised. Seeondly, AS to the efficient cause of the resurrection, our
Lord Jesus, Thirdly, As to the time of the resurrection. Fourthly,

| As to the ciréumstances, and the immediate consequences of that

resufrection; which are by no means applicablé to the first and the
particular fesurrection supposed by-the millenaries, but ouly to the
general resurreetion, which all Christians own. - And,.

First, That which the Scripture saith of the nature and the qua-
lifications of the bedies raised; is this, that they shall be raised
¢ glorious, spiritual, immortal, and incorruptible bodies ;” for thea
“ this corruptible must put on in¢orruptiom, and this mortal

- must put on immdrtality ;” (1 Cor. xv. 42, 49;) theu" shdll we bear

¢¢ the image of .the heavenly Adam,” or of that Lord from heaven
who shidll ¢ change out vile bodies into the likeness of his glirions
body ; (Phil iii. 21.) then. shall we ‘¢ be clothed upon with our
house from heaven, and death shall be swallowed up in victory.”
(2 Cor. v. 1. 4.) Now, cai a body raised in glory, i.e. in clarity
and id splendour, shining like the sun, and made ¢ like to Christ’s
glorious body,” and ¢ like unto the angels,” as they shall be, saith
Christ, who are ‘ thought worthy of the resurreotion,” have any
need’ of all the plenty which Dr. Burnet hath prepared for it on
earth?- Can it feed upon or relish any of the bahquets which God,
saith Irenzus, and all the ancient millenaries, hath prepared for it ?
Can a body raised in power, i. . free from all renitency, all pain and
lassitude, continue still, as Dr. Burnet (book iv. chap. 9. p. 208.)
mekes the bodies of his raised millenaries to do, under such weak-
ness of nature as ¢* will not suffer them to continue long under
strong passions,.or intenseness of mind1” Can a spiritual body,
free from grossness and ponderosity, from needing rest, sleep, cloth-
ing, sustenance, receive advantage from that universal plenty, (chap.
vii. p. 184. 186.) or need those goods of fortune, that external feli-
city, that temporal happiness, he hath provided for it upon earth?
Can these men, raised with immortal and incorruptible bodies, which
have already <swallowed up death in victory,” wish to be dissolved,
as he saith they will? (p.206.) Can the devil, when loosed, be
so foolish, as to summon up his armies to fight against and kiil
them who are immortal, and can die no more? Can Gog and Magog,
with all their numerous host, hope to prevail against them, or even
dare to assault such shining radiant bodies as they then will have 1
In a word, can such bodies need or receive any farther exaltation

to fit them for heaven, or for their elevation into the clouds, to be

for ever with the Lord? If not, why should they live a thousand
years on earth after God hath thus fitted and prepared them for
their habitation in the highest heavens? 1 therefore do imagine, that
when the patrons of this millennial resarrection find themselves thus

- pressed, they will assign to their new-raised inhabitants of the earth,
" a body capable of enjoying the good things on earth, and taking

pleasure in those goods of fortune they have there provided for
them, and leave their bodies to be changed after the Millenivm,
“ into the likeness of Christ's glotious body,” and to suffer then
another change into celestial and spiritual bodies, though not an-
other resurrection : and it seems. necessary for them to admit of the
forementioned absurdities, or to admit of this hypothesis; for when
the apostle saith, ¢ The dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed,” their new-raised inhabitants must belong to the
dead, and so be raised imcorruptible, and so incapable of those
earthly goods they mentioned, as their reward on earth ; or to the
living, and then they must be changed. And yet the shift is plainly

¢ Dr, Buraet, book iv. chap. 10. p. 217,
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contrary to the account 8t. Paul hath givea us of the resurrestion
of the body; for he' expressly. saith, that when this corruptible,
weak, dishonourdble, earthly body, shall be raised, it shall be raised
in incorruption, glory, power, and be a spiritual body; that to the
satyral succeeds the spiritual body, to the earthy the heavenly
body ; (1 Cor. xv. 48, 44) to the body:bearing the image of the
earthy, the body bearing the image oftbcheuvenly Adam: where-
as this shift must infer a body raised not in glory, or in incorrup-
tiom, not a spiritual and a heavenly body, and so make these mar-
tyrs twice bear the image of the earthy Adam, or at least at their
sesurrection not to bear the image of the heavealy. Aguin, they
who are then alive, and shall be changed, saith the apostle, are
only these who never slept in the. grave, (ven 51, 52.) Now this

cannot be true of martyrs raised from the dead, and se the change
hexe meationed cannot belong to them.

Secondly, This doetrine seems incousistent with what the Scrip-
ture most plainly hath delivered concerning our Lord Jesus, the efli-
cient cause, as well as the exemplar, of the resurrection of those that
are Christ’s; for he that is the author of this resarrection, is é Kopiog
& olparai, the Lord comiag down from hesven, to effect it, 1 Cor.
xv, 47. our Lord descending down &x olparoi, from the Reavens,
1 Thess. iv. 18. The time when God shall give to those that have
been persecuted and afllicted, rest with the apostles, who sure will
have a share in the first resurrection, is the time “ of the revelation
of our Lord Jesus Christ from heaven,” 2 Thess.i.7. The time of
this Millenium, say. the patrons of it, is the time of the * restitution
of all things,” Now at that time, saith the apostle Peter, our Jesus
is to be ¢ sent down from the heavens,” (Acts iii. 20, 21.) they be-
ing only to contain him till that time. And one would thiak, that if
the saints must reign with Christ on earth a thousand years, he must
be with them on the earth : but this the patrons of the Millenium
will by no means own, but.look upon it as a great absurdity. For,
that “ Chnist should leave the right hand of his Father, to come
and pass a thousand years here below, living upon earth in a
heavenly body; this, I confess (saith Dr. Burnet®), is a thing.I
never could digest. And ¢ I dare not imagine (saith Mr. Mead +)
of this presence of Christ in his kingdom, that it should be a visible
converse upon earth ; for the kingdom of Christ ever hath, and shall
be.regnum calorum, a kingdom whose throne and kingly residence
isin heaven,” Here.then the Scripture-account of the resurrection,
that it shall be effected by the Lord Jesus coming-down from
heaven, and the'Millenium of the ancients, is at once rejected ; for,
as Lactantius saith, ¢ the Son of God shall come, and be conver-

santamong men a thousand years, and rule them with a righteous
empire ; be shall reign with them upon earth;” so was this the
avowed doctrine of -all the gncient millenaries: for they not only
did assert his reign on earth, but assigned Jerusalem as the peculiar.
place of: his residence, whilst he reigned upon it.

Thirdly, This dootrine is still more evidently repugnant to the
time, assigned for the resurrection of the just; for they are to be
raised, saith the apostle, ¢ in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump; (1 Cor. xv. 52.) for the trumpet shall sound, and
(then) the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we” that are
alive, and have not slept, “ shall be changed ; for the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, and with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump.of God, and the dead in Christ
shall rise first.” Here we are taught, that the dead in Christ, and
so the martyrs, shall not be raised till our Lord’s descent from hea-
ven; that then they shall be raised in a moment, in the twinkling

#® Book iv. chap. 10.

+ Mr. Mead on some passages of the Revelation, p. 603.

$ ¢¢ Filios hominis veniet, et mille annos inter homines versabilur, eosque justis-
simo imperio reget,” lib. vii. cap. 24. ¢ In terra cam his ipse reguabit.” Epit. cap. xi.
p- 758. ¢ De millenariis in genere tradit Hicronymus, quod post resurrectionem aiunt
in carne NDominum cum sanctis regnaturuim.” Invoce Papias. ‘¢ Sanctos cum Christo
in terra regnaturos docuit Nepos.” Genoad. cap. 55. Euseb. Hist. Eccl, lib. vii. cap. 22,
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of an eye; that, immediately upon their being raised, theytlnt are
then alive shall be changed. St. Jerome® therefore said, with good
ground, that the apastle by these words, *“ cunctam primc et se-
cundee resurrectionis excludit fabulam,” destroys the fabk of the
Jirst and second resurrection ; by asserting that the resurrection of
all that are dead in Christ, and sleep in him, shall be performed “ in
a moment,” and * in the twinkling ofan eye, at the sounding of the
last trump,” and < at the shiout” or voice ““of the last angel :” which
leaves no room for a whole thousand years betwixt the first and
second resurrection, unless the angel should be supposed to shout,
or the trump sound, a thousand years. ¢ The hour cometh (saith
our Lord, John v. 28.) when all that are in their tombs shall hear
my voice, and shall come forth.” And sure that must be a long
hour which lasteth a full thousand years. Again, there shall be
pious persons living and unchanged, when all the pious that were
dead are raised ; * for the dead in Christ shall rise first, then we
that are alive shalt be changed,” (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17.) we that have
not yet slept, saith the apostle. Place now the Millenium after
the conflagration of the world, and all things in it, and where will
you find these pious men alive, or how will you preserve them from
those flames ? Dr. Burnett finds a great difficulty, not common to
all, as he imagines, but peculfar to his own invention, of a Millen.
ium after the conflagration of the present earth; viz. < how Gog
and Magog should get into this new earth, the wicked being all
consumed in those flames.” He is not hardy enough to say that
this is the poetic tale of the giants, though he saith (p. 219.) it
hath great affinity with it. And therefore he produces these men,
according to the philosophy of Lucretius and Mr. Hobbes, (p. 220.)
“ from the slime of the earth, and the heat of the sun, as brute
creatures were at first:” but whence come these pious men that
have not yet slept, into this new earth, is a fresh difficulty; and to
this the doctor bath yet nothing to say, for he either thought not
of them, or was unwilling to take up with the rabbinical notion,
that they had eagles’ wings given them to mount up into the air,
whilst the earth was on fire.

Fourthly, This doctrine seems inconsistent with many circum-
stances of the resurrection mentioned in the Holy Scripture, for that
speaks constantly of the resurrection of all saints, as of a resurrec-
tion not to a temporal life on earth, but to an eternal in the hea-
vens. “ They shall come forth out of their tombs to the resurrec-
tion of life, John v. 28, He that seeth and believeth in me, he
that eateth my flesh, hath eternal life, and I will raise him up at
the last day,” vi. 54. That teacheth us, that when Christ comes
again, they shall be received into the heavenly mansions prepared
for them, John xiv. 2, 3. und xvii. 24. ¢ and shall be with him
where he now is ; that when Christ, who is their life, shall appear,
they shall appear with him in glory,” Colos. iii, 14. that ¢ when he
doth appear, they shall be like him, and see him as he is.” Where-
as, according to the hypothesis of the millenaries, when Christ ap-

| pears, and when he comes again, they who have been his choicest

and most faithful servants shall not immediately be raised to eter-
nal life, but first to that life which is but temporal ; they shall not
be received into heavenly, but into earthly mansions ; they shall
not be glorified with him, appear with him in glory, be like him
in his glory, or ““see him as he is,” till they have spent a thou-
sand years on earth to fit them for those blessed mansions, and
to prepare them for this beatific vision. Mdreover, it is said of all
the dead in Christ, of all that slept in Jesus, that they shall be
raised first, and that then immediately we “ that are alive shall
be snatched up with them in clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
then we shall be for ever with the Lord.” Now if this be so, surely
we cannot expect afterward to live on earth a thousand years;
for, as Nyssen puts the question,} Ti éorc xpeia rijc kdrw i olc #

+ Book iv. chap, 10. p. 218, 219,
c2

® Ep. tom. iii. f. 66. A.
t Caten. in Mat. v. p. 119.
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perdpewc Jwn) v EAwiow toriv, What need is there that they should
live below on earth, who Rope thus to live in heaven, and to be ever
with the Lord ? Especially since these words plainly seem to speak
not of a temporal, but an eternal life with Christ, not by enjoyment
of him upon earth, but by translation from it to heaven? Again,
when the same apostle saith, * This I say, brethren, that flesh and
blood. shall not inherit the kingdom of God, neither shall cor-
ruption inherit incorruption,” (1 Cor. zv. 20.) and thence con-
cludes, « that the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed ;” does he not sufficiently insinuate that we shall be raised
notto enjoy an earthly but a heavenly kingdom, and that our raised
bodies being glorified, shall not consist of flesh and blood 7 And
what then will they do with all that plenty, and that great afiuence
of the goods of fortune, which the millenaries do so highly value?
In a word, the comfort which the apostle gives the Thessalonians
concerning their departed friends,* who bad suffered much afflic-
tion, persecution, tribulation, and doubtless many of them death,
for Christ's sake, is only this, that they who remained alive should
not prevent them in the enjoyment of the happiness promised to
the body, but *“the dead in Christ should rise first,” and then the
living should be changed ; not this, that these sufferers for the sake
of Christ should rise athousand years before the rest to reign with
Christ on earth, which yet is by the millenaries deemed great matter
of their consolation, and so was very proper to have been mentioned
there, had it been any article of Christian faith.

Arg. 8.48. 8. This reign of Christians upon earth agrees not with
the genius of Christian faith, or with the nature of Christian pro-
mises, or with that frame and temper of spirit it requires from the

1..The Christian is represented as one who is entirely dead to
the world, and to the things of the world ; one who is not to love
it, or the things of it, who is to use it as if he used it not, as one
““ whose conversation is in heaven,” (Phil. iii. 19.) and it is made the
character of one who is an enemy to the cross of Christ, that he
minds earthly things ; whereas, if this be a true gospel-promise made
to Christians for their consolation and encouragement, under the
troubles of this present world, that they shall, after this life is ended,
live again on earth a life of indolence, and peace, and plenty, in the
enjoyment of the goods of fortune : if this be one great part of the
reward which God hath promised to those that suffer for his name,
sure it becomes them to have their minds and their affections set
upon it, and to live in expectation ofit, and to desire to enjoy these
goods of fortune, this peace and plenty upon earth; and it would
rather be the character of those who bear the cross, in prospect of
these blessings, to mind earthly things. That, saith St. Paul, which
makes the sufferings of this present world so light uato us, is this
consideration, ‘ that we look not at the things which are seen, but
which are not seen,” notat things temporal, but eternal, (2 Cor. iv.
17, 18.) even at ‘‘ a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens,” (v. 1.) Whereas if this be one of the great and precious
promises contained in the gospel, and made for the encouragement
of Chyistians to suffer for Christ's sake, they must then -look not
only at things eternal, but things temporal ; or for a temporal house
on earth, as well as one eternal in the heavens, for their supposed
reign on earth will be but temporal.

Again, The exhortation of our Lord, in his admirable sermon

- on the mount, runs thus: * Lay not up for yourselves treasures

upon earth, but lay up treasures in heaven; for where your trea-
sure is, there will your hearts be also:” (Matt. vi, 19—21.) And
again, * Provide yourselves bags that wax not old, a treasure in
the heavens that faileth not.” (Luke xii. 53, 34.) St. Paul exhorts
all that are risen with Christ to * set their hearts and their affec-
tions not on things on the earth, but on things above, where Christ
sitteth at the right hand of God,” (Colos, iii. 1—3.) and that be-
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cause they are dead with Christ unto these worldly things, * and
their life is hid with Christ in Ged;” so that when ¢ Christ, who
is their life, shall appear, they shall appear with him in glory.”
And yet if our Lord Christ, in that very sermon, as the millenaries
suppose, encouraged them to suffer with patience and meekness
upon this consideration, that they ¢ should inherit the earth,” and
had pronounced them blessed upon this account, surely they might -
have suffered upon this very prospect of laying up for themselves
treasures upon earth in this Millenium, and might bave had their
hearts and affections placed upon them: for wherefore are they
bid to lay up treasures in heaven, and to set their affections om
things above, but because these are the blessings promised as the
reward of Christian piety and patience 1 if then these blessings to
be enjoyed on earth after the resurrection be one great part of the
reward which God hath promised to the piety and patience of the
Christian, what reason can be given why he should not seek and
set his heart upon them also? If it be so great a privilege to bave a
part in the first resurrection, to enjoy this indolency, peace, and
plenty upon earth, that the apostle styles them blessed who have a
part in it, should they not seek and set their hearts upon that very
thing in which their bappiness consists ? And yet the comfort which
our Lord and his apostles do afford those Christian sufferers, is only
this, that ¢ great is their reward in heaven;” (Matt. v. 12. Luke
vi. 23.) that ¢ when they are tried, they shall receive a crown of
glory;” (Jamesi. 12.) and that they ¢ have in heaven a better and a
more enduring substance:” (Heb. x. 34.) which as it placeth the re-
ward and comfort of Christ’s suffering members not on earth, bat in
the heavens, and so gives us just reason to conclude our Lord and
his apostles knew nothing of this reign on earth, or thought it no
great matter of their consolation; so did it give occasion to the
ancients to conclude thus,* «if the inheritance of martyrs be in
heaven, their reign on earth can be no better than a fable.”

Moreover, it is evident thatall the ancient patrons of the Millen-
fum held that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the patriarchs
and prophets, were to be sharers with the Christians in this reign on
earth, and that then would the promised Canaan be made good to
them : whereas the apostles plainly tell us, that they expected no
reward on earth, nor did they mind that Canaan where they dwelt,
but only waited for a heavenly country: ¢ They confessed (saith
the apostle) that they were strangers and pilgrims upon earth,”
that ¢ they were not mindful of that country whence they cameont,
but sought a better country, that is,-a heavenly.” (Heb. xi. 13.
16.) Since then these holy patriarchs and choice friends of God,
not only sought not after, but even disdained any inheritance on
earth; seeing the only country they did expect and look for was
a heavenly country; seeing this only was the inheritance God,
as their God, provided for them, and therefore that only which
they were to enjoy at their resurrection, when they completely
were to be made and treated as the sons of God: surely in vain
must Christians hope for any reign on earth with them, who, pro-
fessing themselves pilgrims and strangers in it, declared they were
not mindful of such a habitation in the land of Canaan, and who
are at the resurrection to be made like the angels, and to enjoy
not any earthly, but that heavenly country, which God hath gra-
ciously prepared for them.

In a word, to foretell times of peace and plenty to succeeding
ages, to raise the expectation of a people whose backs are bowed
down, and have been long enslaved and afflicted, is very suitable
to this De'vine economy ; but to promise plenty, and the goods
of fortune, as the reward of Christian piety and patience, and let
them know that if they suffer for the sake of Christ, he will be
sure to raise them up to plentiful enjoyments of the goods of for-
tune, this is too mean, too much beneath the sublime spirit of
Christianity, to be one of her great and precious promises.

® 1 Thess. i. 6. ii. 14, 15, iil. 3. 2 Thess.i. 4—7.

® El by obgaveic  xhnpoopla, uoidus i xhsobrng derexariorasss, Beam,
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munion are scattered here upon the banks of the
river, but the association after having increased to
twenty churches, and more than 800 communicants,
a few years ago took alarm by the introduction of
what once occasioned a like panic among our
churches in England. They were not prepared for
missions, bible societies, and other benevolent
operations. Misguided opposition to these new
and but little understood schemes of christian en-
terprise, inflicted a blight upon them, from which
they have but slowly recovered.

Amidst the excitement occasioned by these con-
troversies, some very absurd errors were taught by
those who at the same time were the champions of
the ‘“ anti-effort” party. Supralapsarian doctrines
were commingled with the monstrous figment, thas
the non-elect are not literally the natural offspring
of Adam, but that although Eve was their mother,
the devil, who was eternal and self-subsistent, was
their father. Much zeal had been manifested in this
controversy ; and if such absurdities as those taught
by Southcott and her followers, were not without
abettors even in the episcopalian churches of Eng-
land, it is not surprising that views of this descrip-
tion, taught by men of good moral character and
honest zeal, should have produced lamentable effects
amidst a new and scattered people, in the depths of
these boundless forests, and removed hundreds of
miles from the light of cultivated cities! nor can it
be deemed incredible that even now the Mormonites
make a few disciples.*

® The Mormons may be regarded as a race of fanatics
who are in no way connected with any portion of the baptists,
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The legislative spirit of the times, among chris--
tians of all denominations, displayed itself in some
of these associations, by rules against private chris--
tians and churches harbouring such as by their own

excepting that as they immerse their converts. From the
information given me by a person who seemed strongly in-
clined to join them, and from Mr. Peck, I was induced to
differ in opinion with Mr. P. on the propriety of even so far
countenancing this heresy, as to publish any exposure of its
follies ; but as several thousands are said to have embraced
mormonism, he thought it right to print a tract on the subject.
The sect originated in the pretended discovery of a number of
engraved plates, in the year 1830, by a man named Smith.
The character of the engraving was that of some unknown
tongue, and Smith professed to have been suddenly and mira-
culously gifted to translate it. He did so, and published an
Eanglish version of the “ Book of Mormon,” or * The Golden
Bible!” In point df style, this production is about as close an
approximation to that of the New Testament, as the Koran is
to the Old Testament. Whatever doctrines may therein he
taught, it is impossible not to trace an analogy between the
Mormon pretensions to the miraculous gifts of healing, and of
tongues, and of prophecy, with similar delusions which at the
same time were so rife in England and Scotland. It is not
improbable but the Mormon pretenders of Missouri, adopted
many of the notions of the Irvingite Millenarians. The book
is styled “ An Abridgment of the Recerd of the People of
Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, which are a remnant of the
house of Israel; also to Jew and Gentile : written by command-
ment, and also by the spirit of prophecy and revelation.
Written and sealed up, and hid up to the Lord, that they might
not be destroyed, to come forth by the gift and power of Ged
unto the interpretation thereof ; sealed by the hand of Moroni,”
&c. &e.  An angel is said to have pointed out the place where
these plates were concealed, and eleven witnesses attest the
fact of having seen and examined them. The Mormons are a
sect of Millenarians, having high-priests, elders, bishops and
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efforts appeared to take the work of God out of his
own hands. Jealousy of the divine honour led to
another remarkable result ; they would not tolerate
the existence of an authority which could at plea-
sure abrogate or set at defiance the authority and
laws of God ; accordingly, some of their rules not
only prohibited the holding of slaves, but also corre-
sponding with such as did hold them, or even with
those who corresponded with them.

What may be deplored as extravagant, is thus to
be traced to much that must be approved, and it is
yielding to the influence of growing illumination. As
the noxious exhalations of their own unwholesome
swamps are dispersed by the clearings of the forest
which admit the light of the sun, and the winds of
heaven, that their beautiful river may roll its bright
and healthful waters through a paradise ; so the mo-
ral gloom is yielding to the untiring efforts of zea-
lous and pious advocates of wisdom and knowledge.
It may be in part ascribed to these circumstances,
that the advocates of infidelity have met with partial
success. The true church was paralysed, and did not
encounter the adversary with specific and appropriate
weapons of the spiritual warfare,

I proceeded to New Harmony by the stage. The

deacons, who are sent forth on their ministry after the manner
in which Christ sent his disciples, and in the mean time the
families of these missionaries are supported by the church. In
their ministry they dwell chiefly on the anticipated millennium,
and many enthusiasts have made great sacrifices in expectation
of the speedy coming of Christ to reign personally on the
earth,



CHRISTIAN WITNESS

Congregutional Fagazime,

1869.

*“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven."”

THE PROFITS OF THIS WORK ARE DEVOTED TO THE BENEFIT OF
. AGED MINISTERS.

NEW SERIES—VOLUME V.

LONDON :
PUBLISHED BY JOHN SNOW & CO., 2, IVY LANE,
PATERNOSTEE ROW.

1869,



THE IRVINGITES. 185

for them, Is an awakening of the people, for whose souls yon care,
needed, or that as chapels are built, men, women, and children, shall flock
thither to hear of heaven, and learn the way? Pray for it. * In every-
thing give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you." “Be earefol for nothing, but in everything by prayer, and suppli-
eation with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God."

And “mnow the CGtod of peace, that brought sgain from the dead our
Lord Jesus, that Great SBhepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, throogh Jesns
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” *“And I beseech
you, brethren, snffer the word of exhortation, for I have written a letter
unto you in few words.” ** Grace be with you all. Amen.”

THE IRVINGITES; OR, S0-CALLED CATHOLIC APOSTOLIC
CHURCH,

I ~——0BRGANISATION AND DOCTRINE,

We proceed now to glance at the organisation and doetrine of the Irvingites,
or, 88 they wish to be called, ** The Catholic Apostolic Church.” Some
of the explanations given by these modern  Apostles,” both with regard to
organigation and doctrine, are utterly unintelligible; but we will do our
besi to deal justly with them. The Church is corstitnted by the whols
tompany of the baptized. There is, however, a distinetion between the
Church Catholic or Universal, and the Church Local. The latter embraces
the fnithful within & limited district. ¢ Apostles’ are ministers of the
Universal Church, and are the representatives of Christ in the highest
funetions of rule.  Whatever they ordain is law; and as for private
Jjudgment, ¢ let it not be once named among you." It savours of a stiff
neckedness and pride which are extremely hurtful to all—save the *“Apostles.”
They ordain ministers, they eonfer the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying
on of hands, they preseribe the order of worship, and have the oversight of
the Churches generally.

Next to the ** Apostle” in the Church comes the * Prophet,” whose work it
i8 o throw light upon the Seriptures, to ecall men to the ministry, and to
reveal the mind of Christ gemerally. He is not supposed, however, to
mderstand his own words. This was the grand mistake of Mr. Robert
Buxter, who left the Irvingites years ago. He prophesied, and had the
sndacity to try to find out what he was saying; to interpret, and to apply
the word spoken by himself. Thereby he proved himself to be mo
“Prophet,” whose work is done when he has spoken. Ho must leave to
the * Apostle " the task of finding out the meaning of the utterance, and of
applying it to its right use. It matters not that, ¢ we have a sure word of
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prophecy unto which we do well to take heed;™ this may lie unheeded,
while the * filthy fanaticism of an ignorant dreamer,”” as Dr. Chalmers
would have eaid, shall receive the utmost attention.

After the ** Prophet” comes the * Evangelist,”” whose office it is to preach
the Gospel. His mission is not so much to draw men to Christ; itis
rather that of the servant in the parable, who was sent at supper-time to-
say to those that were already bidden, * Come, for all things are mow
resdy.” Local Churches are each under the care of an * Angel” or **Pastor,”
and thus we arrive at a ¢ fourfold * ministry of apostles, prophets, evan-
gelists, and pastors. This, we are assured, is not an arbitrary or temporary
division of offices, but grows out of the unchangeable constitution of man,
in whom there is a fourfoldness of character answering to these forms of
ministry. He needs an apostle for his will, & prophet for his imagination,
an evangelist for his understanding, and & pastor for his affections. To
put it in other words, the apostle brings man into subjection, so that the
voice of the Church bacomes authoritative ; the prophet gives new utterances
which plainly supersede ‘° that which is writben ;” the evangelist applies
these modern drivellings to the debauching of every intelleet that receives
them, and the pastor works away at the affections to supply any lack of
service on the part of his brethren in office. When they can realise their
ideal, the Irvingites will have this fourfoldness of ministry in every local
Church, but at present, amongst the seven Churches of London, Gordon
Square is the only one in which it exists. In addition to these ministries,
there are Deacons chosen by the people and ordained by the “*Apostle.” Their
work is to assist gemerally in religions services, to give people advice in
worldly difficulties, and to look after the poor. When necessary, however,
they may both preach and baptize. There are also Denconesses, who look
after the female members of the flock and render assistance to the apostle,
prophet, evangelist, and pastor, in the oversight of families.

This is an outline of the Irvingite polity. We have only to add that in
ite development, instead of winning our confidence or respect by its
adherence to primitive simplieity, * The Catholic Apostolic Church™ has
inemrred our grave suspicions by its exceeding readiness to eatch the
superstitions spirit of the time. It did without a ritual until the Tractarian
movement had fairly set in, and then the ** Apostles ” were moved to framea
Liturgy, * combining the excellencies of the Liturgies in the Latin, Greek,
and Anglican Churches.,” The ** Apostles ' kept pace with the followers of
Newman, Pusey, and other Tractarians, in the introduction of lights,
incense, vestments ; Rome gave the word, and immediately the “ Apostles™
had a new revelation of paramount importance.  Instead of teaching the
present age, as the ** Apostles " profess themselves specially raised up to do,
they have only too readily learned its follies and superstitions, and have re-
produeed them to the misleading of multitudes. In short, looking ab the
stranga development of the Irvingite body, especially during the last twenty
years, it is impossible to foretell, even with the assistance of one of its own
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“ Prophets,” whereunto this thing will grow, so far as absurdity, credulity,
and superstition are coneerned.

Turning now to the doctrine of this seet, we find that they set omt with
the statement that the great duty of the ** restored Apostles has been to
teach the doctrine of Christ. They hold that the first explicit statement of
Christian doctrine was made by Peter on the day of Pentecost, when the
Apostles received their endowment and began their work: that almost
every article of the erced, explicitly or by implication, is contained in it.
Having said thus mueh, had not the inconsisteney of the “restored Apostles™
long sinco ceased to surprise us, we should be surprised at finding that
thers are two sources from which the doctrine of Chuist is to be derived :—
the Beriptures, and the traditions of the Chureh! Candidates for baptism
are required to give their assent to the Apostles’ Creed. The Nicene Creed
forms part of the service of the Eucharist, and the Athanasian Creed is
repeated ot Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, and on All Saints’ Day. These
Creeds, too, as well as the Apostle Peter's sermon, before referred to, are
regarded as setiing forth the fandamental doctrines of Christianity. While
the * Apostles " teach, as we have seen, the efficncy of sacraments, their
own authority to forgive sins, and the use of preyers for the dead, they do
oot in the same breath hesitate to say that they have promulgated no
novelties, and have added nothing to the authorised statements of the faith !
Taking two or three of the truths * commonly believed among us,” let us -
see how they appear in the light of Irvingite teaching.

With regard to the Fall, we find it stated that sin had its origin in the
rehellion of the Devil against the Divine purpose concerning the pre-
emingnes of man in the Man Christ Jesug. It is added, too, that the Son
of God might have becoms man, had there been no Fall and no need of
Redemption, in order to bring the Godhead into full manifestation, and to
lift up the ereation in Him into the closest and most blessed union with the
Crestor., How do these statements accord with the plain teaching of the
Seriptures, in whose plenary inspiration the * Apostles ** profess to believe ?
Again : ** Baptism is the sacrament of regeneration, or, the ordinance for
conveying the new or resurrection life.”” As the Irvingites retain infant
baptism, what is this but baptismal regeneration ? In reference to the
Lord’s Supper we have the following passage, the interpretation of which we
must really leave to the reader's own discernment :—¢The elements of
bread and wine are not transubstantiated, or changed into the material sub-
stance of flesh snd blood, which would contradict the testimony of the
senses and the word of Christ and His Apostles ; but, continuing as they
were in all their physical properties, they are made, by the invisible work-
ing of the Holy Ghost, to be the containers of a new power, viz., the living
law and substantiating principle of our Lord's manhood.”

Upon an * election aceording to grace,” we are told that, * as the death
of Christ atoned for the sins of many who will finally perish, so there are
true operations of the Holy Ghost in many who are not ‘kept by the power
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of God, through faith unto salvation.'™ It is added that ¢ the company
of the elect is & narrower cirele than that redeemed by the blood of Christ,
narrower éven than that engrafted into Christ by the Holy Ghost.”” Wa
are farther informed, and confused by the information, that * all the saved
are not of the Church, as all the people of a realm are mot the wife of the
king.”” The “restored Apostles” have no doubt respecting the ends for which
the eleet are chosen in the purposes of Gtod, viz., to be for the blessing of
those to whom a lower place is given in His great scheme. Apparently no
one was elected unto overlasting life under the old dispensation; for we
are told that ‘* the gathering of the elect began with the descent of the
Holy Ghost on Pentecost.” We suppose this is partly explained or intended
to be explained, by another statement :—¢ It must be kept in mind that
the Christian sacraments are ordinances for comveying epiritual blessings
which did not exist before the Imearnation. Until Jesus died and rose
again, there was no new life to be bestowed.”

Our space will not admit of farther illustration of the Irvingite theology,
but before leaving the subject it will be expected that a word should be
said upon the topic on which the ** Apostles " are acenstomed to speak
with the ntmost certainty—the Futore. Here is an Irvingite's view of the
end of all things :—** The gathering of the elect shall end with the second
coming of tha Lord, when taking His Church to Himeself, by raising the
holy ones from among the dead, and changing the faithful from among the
living, He will proceed to set up His Kingdom in-the earth. He will first
restore the twelve tribes of Lsrael to their own land, and re-organise them
a8 o nation, and then, by their instrumentality, He will visit all the families
of the earth with His salvation. There will be a threefold constitution of
things during the Millennium, The Lord and His Church in the glory of
the resurrection shall inhabit the ¢ New Jernsalem, which cometh down
from God ont of heaven,’ and has its seat upon the earth, or in close
proximity to it ; the restored and re-constituted nation of Israel shall be
next in rank, holding the central and metropolitan place among the nations,
and by this twofold ordinance of Divine rule, the Church dwelling with
Christ as in the holy of holies, and the Jews occupying, a8 a kingdom of
priests, the holy place, all the families of mankind, like the dwellers in the
outer court, shall be made to see the light and rejoice in the deliveranca of
God. This shall be the order of things during that period of a thonsand
years described by John ; but at the expiration of it thers chall be an
onthreak of rebellion among the nations in the four eorners of the earth,
that is outside ‘the camp of the eainis and the beloved eity,” instigated
thereto by SBatan, then loosed from his prison-house; which, having been
put down by Divine judgments, the general resurrection takes place, and
the last judgment ensues.”

Buch, then, is a brief ountline of the rise and progress, worship, organisa-
tion, and doectrine of the Irvingite community. We have now only to
remind our readers of the claim set up on its behalf by its leading spirita.
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They maintain that it originated in the direct interference of God ; that
its object and effect are evidently to restore the Church to its Seriptural
form and unity, and that its development has proceeded step by step under
Divine guidanee. The ** Apostlea™ have not been engaged in redueing to
practice & preconceived scheme, they have simply followed the dictates of
what they recognised to be the voice of God. He spake and they believed.
Ho eommanded and they obeyed. By degrees a system of Church Govern-
ment and of Divine Service has been brought into existence, which they
never eonteraplated, and which is, so far as it is yet developed, consistent
with the Seriptural aceount of the framework and constitution of the
Church when fresh from God's hand! And as its roof and basis are
pupernatural, so po worldly means have hbeen adopted to erect the
mperstructurs, no fleshly power relied on, no temporal patronsge sought
in order to accomplish the purpose aimed at ; the power and blessing of
the Holy Spirit alone have been its support and siay !

Will any eandid reader of the New Testament, who has examined the
outline we have given of the Irvingite polily, worship, and doctrine, be
prepared to say the same ?  Will he not rather say, the Apostles of Jesus
we kmow, but who are ye? Are you to prove your apostleship by being
the very reverse of those in primitive days ? Can youor ritual be Seriptural
and unseriptural at the same time ? Can your doetrine at onecs be the
doetrine of Grod and the doetrine of devils? Some of these who have left
ihe Irvingite community have not hesitated to ssy that the whole system
i & delusion and & snare, that the spirit which has operated to bring it
abont iz Hatanic, that to the Devil alone must be aseribed the establishment
of 4 system which, while bearing certain Seriptural marks, emphatically
preaches *¢ another gospel,” to the ruin of souls who will be deluded by it.
Webelieve there are those yet living who told poor Irving this on his denth-
bed, and besonght him with tears to believe them. The restored * Apostles,”
hewaver, as we have shown, have left him far in the distance. Their only
migsion now, a8 it seems to us, is to strengthen the hands of the Romish
Choreh, and to do its work under a new name.

THE SCULPTOR OF BRUGES.
Py Worie Sibree,

PART V.*—THE WOUNDED OFFICER.
We left Anka and Cuthbert in the little village church, with the lifeless body
‘of the soldier-priest at their feet, and his simple confession of faith still
ringing in the ears of the half-awakened Romanist. He made no reply to
Anka's gearching question—indeed he had none to make; for he was con-
founded and almost terrified at the admission wrung from him by the force

# For Part IV. sce * Christian Witness," November, 1868,
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Bouth Russian town of Jellisawetzrad under the designation of a
“ Biblical Spiritual Brotherhood.”

10. The Catholic Apostolic Church of the Irvingites.—FEdward Irving,
1792-1834, s powerful and popular preacher of the Scotch-Preshyterian
churcl in London, maintained the doctrine that the human nature
of Christ like our own was affected by original sin, which was over-
come and atoned for by the power of the divine nature. At the same
time he became convinced that the spiritual gifts of the apostolie
church could and should still be obtained by prayer and faith. A
party of his followers soon began to exercise the gift of tongues by
uttering unintelligible sounds, loud cries, and prophecies, His presby-
tery suspended him in 1882 and the General Assembly of the Church
of Seotland excommunicated him. Rich and distinguished friends
from the Episcopal church, among them the wealthy banker, Drum-
mond, afterwards prominent as an apostle (died 1859), rallied ronnd
the man thus expelled from his church, and gave him the means to
found a new church, but, in spite of Irving's protests, brought with
them high church puseyite tendencies, which soon drove out the here-
tical as well as the puritanic tendencies, and modified the fanatical
element into a hierarchical and liturgical formalism. The restoration
of the offiee of apostle was the characteristic feature of the movement,
After many unsuccessful attempts they succeeded by the divine
illumination of the prophets in calling twelve apostles, first and chief
of whom was the lawyer Cardale (died 1877). By the apostles, as chief
rulers and stewards of the church, evangelists and pastors (or angels,
Rev, ii. 1, 8, ete.) were ordained in accordance with Eph, iv, 11; and
subordinate to the pastors, there were appointed eix elders and as
many deacons, so that the office bearers of each congregation embraced
thirteen persons, after the example of Christ and His twelve disciples.
In London seven congregations were formed after the pattern of the
seven apocalyptic churches (Rev. i. 20). Prominent among their new
revelations was the promise of the immediately approaching advent
of the Lord, The Lord, who waa to have come in the lifetime of the
first disciples and so was locked for confidently by them, delayed
indefinitely His return on account of abounding iniquity and pre-
vented the full development of the second apostolate designed for the
Gentiles and meanwhile represented only by Paul, becauss the church
was no longer worthy of it. Now at last, after eighteen centuries of
degradation, in which the church came to be the apocalyptic Babylon
and ripened for judgment, the time has come when the suspended
apostolate has been restored to prepare the way for the last things.
Very confidently was it at first maintained that none of their members
should die, but should live to see the final consummation. Buot after
death had removed so many from among them, and even the apostles
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one alter another, it was merely said that those are already born who
should see the last day. It may come any day, any hour. It begins
with the first resurrection (Rev. xx. 5) and the “changing™ of the
saints that are alive (the wise virgins, i.e the Irvingites), who will be
canght up to the Lord in the clouds and in & higher sphere be joined
with the Lord in the marriage supper of the Lamb, They are safely
hidden while antichrist persecutes the other Christians, the foolish
virging, who only can be saved by means of painful suffering, and
execeutes judgment on Babylon. This marks the end of the Gentile
church ; but then begins the eonversion of the Jews, who, driven by
necessity and the persecution of sinful men, have sought and found a
refuge in Palestine, After a short victory of antichrist the Lord
visibly appears among the rison and removed.  The kingdom of anti-
christ is destroyed, Satan is bound, the saints live and reign with
Christ a thousand years on the earth freed from the curse, There-
after Satan is again let Joose for a short time and works great havoe.
Then comes Satan'’s final overthrow, the second resurrection and last
judgment. Their liturey, composed by the apostles, is a compilation
from the Anglican and Catholic sources. Sacerdotalism and sacrifics
are prominent and showy priestly gnrments are regarded as requisite,
Yet they repudiate the Romish doctrine of the bloodless repetition of
the bleeding sacrifice, ns well as the doctrine of transubstantiation.
But they strictly maintain the contribution of the tenth as a duty
laid upon Christians by Heb. vii. 4. Their typical view of the Old
Testament history and legislation, especially of the tabernacle, 18 most
arbitrary and baseless, Their first published statement appeared in
1546 in an apostolic © Letter to the Patriarchs, Bishaps, and Presidents
af the Chureh of Clrist in all Lands, and to emperors, kings, and princes
of all baplized nations,” which was sent to the most prominent among
those addressed, even to the pope, but produced no result.  After this
they began to prosecnte their missionary work openly. But they
gave their attention mainly to these already believers, and took no
part in missions to the heathen, as they were sent neither to the
heathen nor to unbelievers, but only to gather and save believers, In
their native land of England, where at first they had great success,
their day seems already past. In North America they succeeded in
founding only two congregations. They proapered better in Germany
ond Switzerland, where they secured several able theologians, chief of
all Thiersch, the professor of Theology in Marburg, the Tertullinn of
this modern Montanism (died 1%45), and founded about eighty small
congregations with some 5,000 members, chief of which are those of
Berlin, Stettin, Konigsberg, Leipzig, Marburg, Cassel, Basel, Augs-
burg, ete, Ewen among the Catholic clergy of Bavarin this movement
found response; but that was checked by a series of depositions and
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excommunications during 1857.—In 1882 the Lutheran pastor Alpers
of Gehrden in Hanover was summoned to appear before the consistory
to answer for his Irvingite views. He denied the charge and referred
to his good Lutheran preaching.  As, however, he had tuken the
sacramentul “sealing * from Irvingite apostles, the court regarded
this as proof of his having joined the party and so deposed him.!

11. The Darbyites and Adventists.— [lelated on the one bhand to
Irvingism ULy their expectation of the immediately approaching
advent and by their regarding themselves as the saints of the last
time who would awlone be saved, the Darbyites, on the other hand,
by their absolute independentism form a complete contrast to the
Irvingite hierarchism. John Darby, 1800-1852, first an advocate, then
8 clergyman of the Anglican church, breaking away from Angli-
canism, founded between 1820 and 1880 a sectarian, apocalyptic,
independent community at Plymouth (whence the name Plymouth
Brethren), but in 1534 settled in Geneva, and in 1840 went to Canton
Vaud, where Lausanne and Vevey have become the headguarters
of the sect. All clerical offices, all ecclesinstical forms are of the
evil one, and are evidence of the corruption of the church, Ther
is only one office, the spiritual priesthood of all believers, and every
bwliever has the right to preach and dispense the sacruments. Not
only the Catholic, but also the Protestant church is a *Balaam
Church,” and sinee the departure of the apostles no true church has
existed, In doctrine they are strictly Calvinistic.*—The Adventists.
Regarding the 2800 days of Dan. viii. 14 as so many years, W.
Miller of New York and Boston proclaimed in 1833 that the second
mdvent would take place on the night of Ovtober 28rd, 1817, and
convineed many thousands of the correctness of his calculations.
When at last the night referred to arrived the believers continued
assembled in their tabernacles waiting, Lut in vain, for the promise
(Matt, xxiv. 30, 81; 1 Cor. xv. 52; 1 Thess, iv. 16, 17), at “the voice
of the archangel and the trump of God to be caught up in the clonds
to meet the Lond in the sir.” This miscaleulation, however, did not
shake the Adveutists' belief in the near approach of the Lord, but
their number rather increased from year to year. Most zealous in
propagating their views by journals and tracts, evangelists amd
missionaries, is 8 branch of the sect founded by James White of

U Oliphant, # Life of Ed, Irving" 8rd edition. London, 1863,
Carlyle, in * Miscellaneous Essays."  Brown, ¥ Personal Reminiscences
of Ed. Irving,” in Erpesitor. 3 sor, vol, vi, pp. 216, 267, Miller,
“ History and Doctrine of Irvingisn,” 2 vols.  London, 1578,

? Durby, “ Personal Recollections.”  London, 1851,
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Michigan, whose adherents, because they keep the SBabbath in place
of the Lord’s Day, are called Seventh Day Adventists,

12. The Mormons or Latter Day Saimts.—Joa, Smith, a broken down
farmer of Vermont, who took to knavish digging for hid treasures,
affirmed in 1825, that under direction of divine revelations and
visions, he had excavated on Comora hill in New York State, golden
tablets in a stone kist on which sacred writings were engraved. A
prophet’s spectacles, i.e,, two pierced stones which as a Mormon Urim
and Thummim lay beside them, enabled him to understand and
translate them. He published the translation in *the Book of
Mormon,” According to this book, the Israelites of the ten tribes
had migrated under their leader, Lehi, to America. There they
dividedl into two peoples; the ungodly Lamanites, answering to the
madern Redskins, and the pions Nephites. The latter preserved
among them the old Israelitish histories and prophecies, and through
miraculous signs in heaven and earth obtained knowledge of the birth
of Christ that had meanwhile tuken place. Toward the end of the
fourth century after Christ, however, the Lamanites began a terrible
warol extermination ageinst the Nephites, in consequence of which the
latter were rooted out with the exception of the prophet Mormon and
hia son Moroni. Mormon recorded his revelations on the golden
tableta -referred to, and concenled them as the future witnesa for the
saints of the last days on the earth. Smith proclaimesd himself now
called on of God, on the basis of these documents and the revelations
made to him, to found the church of The Letter Doy Saints. The
widow of & preacher in New York proved indeed that the Book of
Mormon was almost literally a plagiarism from a historico-didactic
romance written by her deceased husband, Sal. Spaulding. The MS.
had passed into the hands of Sidney Rigdon, formerly a Baptist
minister and then a bookseller's assistant, subsequently Smith's right-
hand man. But even this did not disturb the believers. In 1831
Smith with his followers settled at Kirtland in Ohio, To avoid the
daily increasing popular odium, he removed to Missouri, and thence
to Illinois, and founded there, in 1840, the important town of Nauvoo
with & beautiful temple. By diligence, industry and good discipline,
the wealth, power and influence of their commonwealth increased,
but in the same proportion the envy, hatred and prejudices of the
people, which charged them with the most atrocious erimes, In 1844,
to save bloodshed the governor ordered the two chiefs, Jos. and Hiram
Smith, to surrender to voluntary imprisonment awaiting a regular
trial. But furions armed mobs attacked the prison and shot down
both. The roughs of the whole district then gathered in one great
troop, destroyed the town of Nauvoo, burned the temple and drove out
the inhabitants. These, now nuwmbering 15,000 men, in several sue-
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eessive expeditions amid indeseribable hardships pressed on “ through
the wilderneas " over the Rocky Mountains, in order to erect for them-
selves & Zion on the other side. Smith's successor was the carpenter,
Brigham Young., The journey occupied two full years, 1845-1847,
In the great Salt Lake basin of Utah they founded Salt Lake City, or
the New Jerusalem, as the capital of their wilderness state Deserel,
The gold digging of the neighbouring state of California did not
allure them, for their prophet told them that to pave streets, build
houses and sow fields was better employment than seeking for gold,
S0 here again they soon became a flourishing commonwealth.

13. In common with the Irvingites, who recognised in them their
own diabolic earicature, the Mormons restored the apostolic and pro-
phetic office, insisted upon the continnance of the gift of tongues
and miracles, expected the speedy advent of the Lord, reintroduced
the payment of tithes, etc. But what distinguished them from all
Christian sects was the proclamation of polygamy as a religious
duty, on the plea that only those women who had been ¥ sealed "
to a Latter-day Saint would share in the blessedness of life eternal.
This was probably first introduced by Young in consequence of a
new “divine revelution,” but down to 1852 kept secret and denied
before ©the Gentiles” The ambiguous book of Mormon was set
meanwhile more and more in the background, and the teachings
and prophecies of their prophet brought more and more to the front.
“The Voice of Warning to all Nations™ of the zealous proselyte
Parly Pratt, formerly a Camphbellite preacher, exercieed a great
influenee in spreading the sect. But the most gifted of them all
was Orson Pratt, Rigdon's successor in the apostolate. To him
mainly is ascribed the comstruction of its later, highly fantastic
religions system which, consisting of elements gathered from Neo-
platonism, gnosticism, and other forms of theosophical mysticism,
embraces all the mysteries of time and eternity. Its fundamental
ideas are these : There are gods without number ; all are polygamists
and their wives are sharers of their glory and bliss. They are the
fathers of human souls who here on earth ripen for their heavenly
destiny, Jesus is the first born son of the highest god by his first
wife ; he was married on earth to Mary Magdalene, the sisters Martha
and Mary and other women. Those saints who hers fulfil their
destiny become after death gods, while they are arranged according to
their merit in various ranks and with prospect of promotion to higher
places. At the end of this world's course, Jesus will come again, and,
enthroned in the temple of Salt Lake City, exercise judgment against
all ¥ Gentiles™ and apostates, ete.—The constitution of the Mormon
State is essentially theocratic. At the head stood the president,
Brigham Young, as prophet, patriarch, and priest-king, in whose
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