THEIR TEACHER HKNEELING BEFORE THEM; THE MEMBERS OF THE BOYS" DATAAN FRAYER BAND WHISFER THEIR YOUTHFUL, EARNEST PRAYERS FOR ALLIED VICTORIES ARROAD

PRATING 20Y

Atlanta Sunday-school intercedes for Allied [eaders

hortly after the fall of Bataan, a group of Sunday-school boys in Atlanta, Ga.

decided that although Iin-l': were still too yvoung to fight =Ell:':'|.' might ]u-|]: their
country with their prayers. They organized themselves as the Boys' Bataan
Prayer Band and decided to pray for Allied commanders. * Every soldier and
sailor has some [amily or somebody who prays for him,” they say. © We ask for
'\-\.F:l'l'i..'|| ;:':i<:|;|:||'|-' for the men in 1'||.Hr.|!|'."

E':'.l-l‘_".' Hlllnllri_‘.' now the |||l:.'-= meet in the :-:L[ril1l| YView Methodist Chureh and
"-Fll'“'-! ko I.'|i.‘-||'.'.|'=- :ill enrnest h!I||[r]Il'.L|jllli. It.]ll:-:”'!l ||!I|'I‘.' pray |--:-"1'r|ll'|'. l'.‘ﬂ'El e
composes his own message. W hile one boy may be asking * help for the leaders
here at home, such az President Roosevell,”” anolher LTERY b intereeding on be-
hall of General Montgomery while yel another whispers, * We pray for Gen-
eralissimo and Madame Clhiang hai-shek.,” After they have prayed for some
general or admiral, the teacher wriles him a letter explaining what they have
done. To the I 1y "] |_:;||'i|-1'1! ‘-Ilrlll'i-.l'. miost ol .'ht'-.r' |1'11I'I"~. have been answered and
b |:-.:_'. now Lreasures !-'-.Hl-'-*-ul.:l T l'lljli't"\- of acknowledpments from 13 ;_'l'l||-|;';|_'1iI
thiree admirals and hall-a-dozen other Jeaders, These letters and the recent Al-

lied successes make the boys feel that their prousefflorts have been well rewarded.

®

Writing letters iz done by Teacher James Worthington who composes as the boys look on.
Letters usually contain some Biblical or historical allusion to the glory of righleous warfare,
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MACARTHUR MESSAGE INSPIRED PROGRAM

idea for the boys" program of prayer came to their teacher when he

read reports that General MacArthur, after escaping to Australia from
the Philippines, had asked for “divine guidance for me in the great strug-
gle that looms ahead.” Deciding that il MacArthur needed help, other
generals would too, he drew up a list of 45 key war leaders for his boys. The
assignment is so popular that his class has grown from 12 members to 24.

Atlanta, U.3.4.
August & nui

s jor Genersl Ire C.Eaksr
Comsander 814 Air Forse,

Iear Gareral Eaker:

Fopgratdlations froo nloelesn praying boys who wilas %o tell Fas Lhat
Lbey Lolnk you are dolng & ssall job in direcilng Lhoss Sloul-heartsd sen
whE FLy over snemy Rerritory again and agiin, blasting inte saithersesns ihe
eilrengholds of evil. Suck syetesatle and deveaslatlog bloes fros Loe &LF have
alresdy greaily shertensd this war and thus saved thousands of lives.

It was Clovis, & Darbarcus king of barbarians, sho, shlle llatealeg ta
ihe story of Lhe n-uuﬂnm. and unable 1o gontrel hlsself any lomger,
grasped the milt of hls sword snd eried oui, "Oh, that I had been Lhers with
By Franks!” You and your herols sirsen are the sodern "Franka’ battling and
bwating Lew fose of “ﬂm' Oeneral Eaker, af wa sas 1L, you have &
alghty big Job to do « ™8 youngstars Lrust that you w11l welcoms thias
letier shick brings L0 you Lhe ness Lhat will be audibly spoten by
sach of the DOys A8 ®4 prAy Logeithar avery For your Divies Guldsses.
Bay ihe Lord's Invisibie Crew go with your airsen. Oeneral Esksr, ss bays
ahall assicualy ssall &s apessr L5 Lhis Sedangs .

*1 will say of the Lord, He 1s ay refuse and sy FORTRASS: ay God; 1a Hias
will I trust.” (Fea.31:2).

Jerthington, 5.3
£1. ke, SN, Capital View Wsthodisl B
dtlants ey D84,

Eigned by seabere of Sundsy Bohool slass
Bs pray on and on.
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A letter to General Eaker of the Eighth Air Force includes congratulations

on his recent military achievements. *“We pray on and on™ is elass slogan.

¥few of the Commundwg Oenersl
HEADCIUARTENS FIGHTH MR FORCE
Unded Sinten Army
AFD B33

18 September, 1543

¥r. Jasss D. Wor 5
Capltol View Lethodist Sunday School,

688 Lexington Avenue, S5W.,
Atlanta, Georgis.

Dear lr. Worthington:

I was greatly touched and pleased by the
letter from you and your Sunday Sohool class.  With such
=arm support from home, we overseas [ace our tazks wity
renawsd zeal and entiuslasm.

Your quote from Clevis calls to my mind
anothar quotation from ancient days, which may amuse you and
your class because 1t seems to have such pertinence today:

Germany heard a clashing of arms over all the sky;

The Alps trembled with unso~mon quakes.

ss-Xover the lightnings fall Irn greater gquantities
from a serens sky,

Or dlreful thunders blaze so often."

Virgl]l Georgies. 1474 seqqg.
With thanks agaln for your letter, [ am

W

IRA C. EATER

ajor Genoral, L.5.4A.
commaniing

Eaker's answer carried out Clovis theme with classical quotation. Recent
acknowledgments came from General Wavell and Field Marshal Smuts.




Dmar kr. Sorthingtem:

I e gratalal Feor your lebbter asel For Lhe #alults
sant to thess Allied Forces by you and the mes-
bars of your Junday School Class. Simee the
time you wrote that letter, on Tay Fth, you haws
read of the Fimal and somplete defeat of the Anis
Forees Cacise us im Africa. This continent has
hetn Fresd forever of the indluesce of two of Loe
jreatest eri=imals af sur tisa.

There oan b no Joubt that ontirely nalds fro=

the men and ratsrial respuress chal malte yp Arwias
in the Field, the stesdfaat aplritun]l suzport of
wuf glitizeas = as reprevented 18 the ssroeat
prayera al the Soys of jour cless = dirssily and
Toreafully comtribuatss bs sutn sd0EES593. [here-
Tore, on demall of all the soldlers. anllore, alr=
man and slvillas soricsrs In Shie great Al0ded
Fores, I return sha salete of Four Sunisy Schooal
Clase and sssurs its mesbers Lthat se Far &g 1 am
conoernsd,. they, tee, are saldlers i the rreat
cazige For whieh the Pnited Satloss wre Flghting.

T sncloss the ploturs that you regquested, with
an imssription ta you and your beys.

ek Bl MJSE,ML.-J_.,

638 Lexington Avenus. 34,
Atlanta, Seorpla.

General Eisenhower sent signed picture. Boys never let correspondence
lag, watch war news closely for opportunity to congratulate leaders anew.

HEADCUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
O of v Commprdng Gemeral

A0 L6g, 0. S. Lrmy
Hew York City

General Clark answered letter written after North African landing. Boys
feel that prayers helped bim. They think they helped Montgomery too.

D — ———

General Doolittle answered with characteristic folksiness, Boys also got
letters from Generals Marshall, Patton and Admirals Nimitz, Halsey.
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