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SUBJECT:  Golonel Cornelius Z. Byrd, ASN 0=17760.

Summary of Information:

1 Informant believes that Colonel Byrd was in Mindanso when the

| - Islands fell and that he was taken prisoner by the Japanese at that time, He
| was originally imprisoned at Malay Balay and from there he was sent to Davao,
| Infnmtﬁrﬁmhlmlhnduhmthnymhﬂhmﬂ.mdhthw
| at Davao Prison Camp, in October 1942, Informant was transferred to the
Japanese Prison Camp at Cabanatuan in July 194k, where he again saw Subject,

with other American officers, when an American invasion of the Philippines

was imminent. He was on the transport which left the Philippines on 12

Colonel Byrd was sent to Bilibid in October 194k to be shipped to Japan,
ember 1Lk, m-twiahwhmmmwumh

The above information has been reported by two reliable informants,
American officers who were liberated from Japanese prison camps,
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SATTELLE, Patrick Joseph
SCLATEK, Alexander DBarron
SCOTT, Robert Verdun
SEABORN, Sydney Albert

SELWOOD, Herbert Walter James
SHADES, John Henry Archibald

SHAFRDLOW, George Ernest
SINGLETON, Tom Jr. (none)
SIADE, William (none)
SLAUGHTER, John Charles
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SMITH, Norman
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SNOWDON, Harry (none)

SOFTLEY, William Charles
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STEELE, Leslie Arnold
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14 November 1944
I. General Account.

Statement of Mr. Robert S. Overbeck, covering 11 October
to 27 October 1944:

On October 11, 1944, we left BILIBID Prison, MANILA and
marched down to Pier #7lwhare we were put on board a 5,000 ton
Japanese freighter, quite newly constructed (looked like a war-
time construction job). The freighter was completely empty ex-

cept for some coal in the #1 hold and some supplies. (Noticed

dates of 1941 on the steam winches of the ship). The ship had

four holdgs----- the engine room was aft of the #4 hold. There

were 1800 Americans and we were all put into #2 hold which was

divided into three tiers with about three feet of space between
tiers. We were very cramped as there was no room to stand up
or move., HEstimated to be about three hundred to three hundred

fifty Japanese - civilians, crew and guards - aboard.

As we boarded the ship the alert sirens in MANILA sounded
and we pulled out just after derk. We noticed a number of ships
sunk in the harbor. We headeﬁ due west and then southwest. We
traveled for fwu days in convoy, with escort. The convoy con-
sisted of four or five trawlefs, two destroyers, one hgavy
cruiser, (assumed to be a heavy cruiser although it had no more
than six guns), thirteen freighters and one passangar.linar.

After about two days, on the afternoon of the second day, at

about two thirty p.m., we pulled into a small cove in a small




island. I think that the islend was a part of the CUYO Islands
or the CULION Islands, an estimated two to three hundred miles
from MANITA., There was a small airfield close by, behind a ridge

of small hills., Two aircraft with fixed landing gears, would fly

around and land behind the ridge. We arrived there on the 13th

and spent six days there; then went up the VERDE Island passage
and arrived back in MANILA about noon on the 20th. Three or
four more shipa were sunk within the breakwater. The ship pulled
out in the dark in the morning of the 21st. We proceeded in a
general northward direction until five p.m. on the 24th when we
were torpedoed by an American submarine. Three torpedoes were
ri;ad, the first two missing the ship and the third catching us
in the #3 hold. At the time of the attack they were holding a

- NNE course. The first torpedo was fired at 1655, Philippine

time, and the second only some thirty seconds to a minute later.
The torpedo that hit the ship was fired at 1710. The torpedo
hit the #3 hold on the starboard side. Position of the ship
was roughly, close to the PRATAS Raars.

There was no way of knowing how many ships were in the con-
voy at the time of the attack as they were very widely dispersed.
We understood that another ship in the convoy was sunk previously
because at four p.m., before the torpedoing, we had an alert and
during that alert we saw a lifeboat and bits of wreckage right

off our starboard so we figured another ship had been torpedoed.
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The ship mounted four heavy machine guns -~ their A/A guns, and

one dual-purpose 105mm (?) gun, aft.

When the torpedo struck, the ship buckled in the middle and
the forward vart of the ship*stayed level but the stern went down.
The Nips abandoned ship at once, first driving all Americans into
the holds. Six hundred Americans were in the #1 hold and the Nips
cut the ropes (rope ladder) leading into this hold before aban-
doning ship. We had wooden stairs in #2 hold. After the Nips
abandoned ship, Americans coming on deck from #& hold, dropped a
rope to Fha men in #1 hold. They tied on the rope ladder and it
was pulled up and fastened. Two destroyers showed up almost
immediately and they pulled up (not too e¢lose) to the ship and
picked up the Nips at once. Americans were not picked up by the
destroyers - the Japs did not shoot at the Americans in the water
but they threw objects at us and used clubs to beat on the men
when they came near the destroyer. We think the destroyer threw

off a depth charge but are not sure.

The freighter was not loaded at all and apparently they were

going to pick up a cargo at TAINAN. The Nips were constantly

changing the number on the ship and we think it was #8 when it
was torpedoed. The number was on the smokestack and might have

indicated the position of the ship in convoy and been changed as

the ship's position changed.
I got into a 1ifeboat about dark. The freighter had not yet

sunk although the boilers had blown up. During the night, two
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of the nthgr boys swam up to the boat. All night we heard many
men calling to one another, trying to get together in groups.

At daybreak, the other two fellows came up on a raft. (There
were many sick and wounded on board the freighter and the water
was so cold and many men in such poor condition that approxi-
mately 75% couldn't withstand it and dropped from wreckage, etec.,
to which they were clinging). A box floated by, which I caught
and found 1t contained a sail and a sea anchor. e 'bailed the

boat out and mounted the %. There was no one in sight. Then’
a destroyer ahawéd up - circled us a few times and passed within
a hundred yards of us, We laid down in the boat and they didn't

make any attempt to pick us up, after looking us over. As soon

as the destroyver left we again put up the sail and took off,
headinngW. We made gnﬁd time with'a high wind----probably six
knots. We sailed all the day of the 25th and all night and all
of the 26th, until dark. We spotted many junks toward evening

and finally pulled up along side one. They threw a rope to us
and we got on deck. The men on the Chinese junk couldn't speak

English but when we mentioned Chiang Kai Chek, everything was
okay. The Chinese tore the lifeboat apart, threw everything

that was Japanese, overboard and sank the lifeboat. The next
day, October 27th, they brought us in to port - about noon. We

1anded at a place called KITCHIOH at about 115-50E, 22-48N.

d
During our trip we iigiﬁed some Japanese planes, about noon
| o ;

of the 26th, also,a bomber at noon of the 25th.
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II. Trip From China Coast to KUNMING,

Statement of 1st Sgt. Calvin R. Graef, covering 26 October
to 12 November 1944,

Toward evening of the 26th of October we pulled along side

the largest of a number of Chinese Junks and the crew immediately

threw us a rope and pulled the lifeboat close to the junk. This
junk was 75 to 80' long. They took us aboard one at a time and
then gathered around us. We tried to explain to them, as soon

as we found out that they were Chinese, that we had come off of
& ship that had been torpedoed and that we wanted to try to get

through to Free Chinese Forces. They could not understand us

until we mentioned Chang Kai Chek and then they seemed to under-
stand. The captain of the junk broﬁght out paper and pencil and
wrote "We go China today™ but we didn't know whether he meant
"today" or "two day". He explained that they were not Japanese.
The women on the junk prepared food - rice, fish, etc., and

we sat down to eat. We had lived on Javanese hardtack while in

the lifeboat, rationed at the rate of fifteen cookies, three times

per day., We had very little water in the lifeboat - about three
nunue;:;::: used during the entire trip. The women on the junk
also brought us water and after we finished eating, they brought
out tobacco. The Chinese then began pulling in their fish nets.

Whenever they could, the Chinese helped us stand up, sit down,




walk, ete., and generally treated us like China dolls - really

treated us marvelously.

About two hours later, after the crew had finished pulling

in their nets, we had some more food.,

After eating, we went down to the crew's quarters and they
f;xed us up with water and towels and we took a bath (our first
fresh water bath in a very long time). They wouldn't give us

} our old clothes bguk and gave us clean, Chinese clothing - very
warm. They fixed us up a place to sleep, topside, gave us blan-
; kets, etc. We were very warm and comfortable. The wataf'was
quite rough and when it started to rain we moved down to the
i craw's.quartsrs.
i In the morning of the 27th of October we sighted the China
- Coast. 'Wb pulled into a group of junks not var& far off of the
mouth of the river,lsading to KITCHIOH (22-48N, 115-50E). As

| .f,.aoon as we Joinad thﬂ junk flaet-wa were surrounded by all of the

':~a.y%unk3 and avorjhaay braught praaanta food, etc.
N

e e

The Chinpng ﬁmpk oqptain told us to go with him and he took us
&y ~ G “'“Jﬂ-__‘t.f

tﬂﬂk ua tun hﬂurs to get in to KITOHIOH

L t!a atfiae'whera we waited rar one

PV ".;f""'-.f}-"l_*?_

”';“E-.aﬂ"f-kﬁﬂgkﬂﬂh. When he arrived, we ex-
" '.hg*taek us to one of the town
ﬁﬂﬁhﬁ%

p;lvaﬁy. (The whole town

- l.!. ‘

ste ) 'Thﬁ rest of that

‘‘‘‘‘




that there was an American official who would be in the next day.

The town official,got a detailed report from us which he sent

to his commander who in turn sent it to the Fourteenth Air Force.
Two hours after we landed, the Fourteenth Air Force Headgquarters

at HINGNING (24-05N, 115-45E) had been notified.,
We stayed there that night, at a school, and all the next day,

; M
the 28th of October, and the EL:E afternoon a representative of

the Fourteenth Air Force, a Chinese civilian, came to us and said

that he would take us to General Yu's headgquarters at KITCHIOH
(temporary headauarters). (bﬂnaral Yu is General Stilwell's former

alde in Burma). Here we met Cpl. Baron of A.G.F.R.T.S,

After we saw the General (he wanted to hear our story - espe-
cially our treatment by the Chinese), he told us that it would be
better for us to leave the next morning and told us we had to

walk since he 'had been unable to get any bidycles, sedan chairs,

etc. There are no roads out of KITCHIOH, only foot paths. The
next day, 29 October, we walked to a town 20 miles from there -

LUKFUNG. There we had a banguet and the next morning, 30 October,

at eleven a.m., we left for Cpl. Baron's headquarters at HOIFUNG,

Baron's party had to make a trip through the country and they

woulﬁnlt be able to see us again for four days. The general sent

a gyarﬂ and an interpreter with us. We remained at HOIFUNG for
o

four or five days and then left Tor r NGNMING, by bicyele. The

trip took us about two and one half days. We arrived in HINGNING

on 7 November, election day. The Chinese interpreter and one
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Chinese officer took this trip with

us. We remalned at HINGNING

the rest of the day and left the next morning for NAMYUNG, by
weapons-carrier,

1 4
day, I8 November,

and arrived in NAMYUNG the evening of the second

We remained there that night and the naxtghays
and left NAMYUNG for KUN

NG by plane at noon on 18 November, We
stopped for a few minutes at NANNING for gasoline and arrived at

KUNMING at eight o'clock the night of the same day.

The interpreter told us that the Chinese Junk captain had been
Picked up by the Japs and then released., He ﬁad,heen picked up on
an lsland about three miles from where we landed, where the Japs
have a small garrison. The Japs picked the junk captain up the
day aftariwe landed. The Chinese told us that the Japs stopped
quite a few of the junks; we don't know whether the Japs knew
anything or whether it was a routine examination. Some said the
Nips let him go because they feared reprisals from his oirate

friends and relatives.

Our treatment by the Chinese has been really pefféct. The
Chinese were reimbursed by Captain Lynn (Cpl. Baron wired Captain
Lynn for funds). We also understand that the Chinese junk captain

was rewardcd by the Fourteenth Air Force and also 1s to receive a

medal from the Fourteenth.

The number fourteen is extremely well-known, well-liked and

important to all Chinese.




d. Civilian, Misc.
Canadian 1
Norweglen U4
Czech 5

-German 1
Australian 1

2. December 15 sinking as reported by Tokyc u

Total ‘ 1619
a, Lost oL2
b. Died later 59
c. Survivors 618 -
3. Reporte received by name.
ea., Lost
Army end Nevy (U.S.) 889
Civilian (U.S.) %
4, Survivors trensferred to Japan:
U. 8. 3197 201 S
3200 135 01 BN
3211 146 \ W T

R
\ . S

5. The above total lost end transferred is 1403, If we are ‘h‘ '*'F %
get reports on 1555 Americans there are 152 yet to be accounted for. 3\ h -
.+ N i

6. After the foregoing analysis wae prepared an additional !'-'
message (U.S. 3244, 28 August 45) was received reporting POWs died in
January 1945 of acute colitis during transport by ship to Japan. The
persons named are recognized as having been on the ship sunk December 15
and are presumsbly the 59 referred to in prior report as having dled

subsequently.

1 Army Navy Total
Off. Enl. Total off. Enl., Total Off. e

36 15 51 3 5 8 3 o0 s




7. The Americens on 15 December ship are summarized
as follows: ) v

Lost December 15
Died subsequently
Transfer completed
Unaccounted for

Total

8. Subsequent to foregoing U.S. 3250 reauiﬂﬂ. l.‘L ting
died in Fukuoka camp. All had been previously reported t: -;-:f:i
are ldentified as having been on December 13 Hh;ip. This change
to the following: | P e

Lost 15 December 921
Died later 59
Died in Fukuoka camp 51
Total deaths 1031
Transferred and alive (?2) 431
Uneccounted for 9
Total 1555

9. &. On 8 September 1945 U.S. 3256 received reporting 65 POWs
as dled Fukuoka camp January end February 1945. All were on 5 Dec smber
ship, rescued, reshipped on 27 December and died later. None appear on
the prior liata of transfers.

b. On 19 September 1945 U.S. 3266 received reporting 3‘& m! AR
as dled during transport to Japan from Philippines. These are identified
as having been on 15 December ship, rescued, reshipped on 27 December and
died later. None have been previously rapurted.aa transferred or f”hﬂ;f}l;-

10. The data 1in preceding paragraph'bringa the summary to the fbll %

bt |

Lost 15 December 921 'é E

Died late (Jan 45) 59 : |
Died later (Fukuoka) 51 (previously reported transferred)

Died later (Fukuoka, Jan &

Feb) 65 (not previously reported tmnfeﬂsd@
Died enroute 32
Total deaths 1128

Transferred & \ '
presumably alive 431 53 L
Total 1559 x

Allowing for a few dlscrepancies and duplications it is belleved the foregoing
fully accounts for the 1555 Americans. It is of course poesible that some of
the above 431 will be found to have died.

Lieutenant Colonel Peck, a repatriate estimates that of the 1619 aboard,
there were 1278 deaths and 341 survivors.

J.L.B.
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photostat copy of personnel c »»f—mh':s * bo
a8 revealed Iin records of tha Gaﬁﬁﬁﬂfﬁ'f‘} Brar

o iy e 1

have not appeared on any INRC messages to

The following is & li&t of ppg CE ;"'j na;

l. Ceapt. Franks, Stephen R.
2, lst Lt. Wood, Allen O.

3. 24 Lt. Robertson, Merville
4., 24 Lt. Scoville, Leroy O.

) L
5. Sgt. Granthem, John E. 2348486

FOR THE WAR DEPARTMENT DEPENDENCY BOARD:

3 /E/ J. E. CURTL )
Lt. G'ﬂl@ﬂ.ﬂl, &,. G ! .
Recorder S

Col. Herbert: =-.

All personnel on the microfilm received from P.I. of POWs on |
the ship sailing 27 Dec 194k are accounted for on IRC messages except
the ebove. We may yet get a message on them. |

J. L. Benedict.
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To the following in order indicated:

(Ha.mu or title) (Drganirat.inn] (Building and room) (Initials)
!
3

" ) g Y (
From: (Name) (Organization) (Buil d room) (Date)
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2242/




B B e gy

UNITED STATES ARMY

FEGARP 293

"|..

SUBJECT: Gasualty.ﬁauﬁpyﬁﬂiggf
LA

The Adjutantl “ ‘ﬂ&:
ﬂ

(Attentimny aa ¥: u#

TO

1. Transmitta&“é;rnqé“Tgf;{;jﬁ > f
left Bilibi--nnternmeﬁt Jan ‘f;'u cembe
to Japan. Tahis;r

the personnel arg,
elieved thﬂn;

_u s B.Hﬁ L{i" rwarod ad

;4'_‘2. There 1is m‘r information a-’-l-—-" |
that shown. {FIf and when further : nforma
a?ailabla it will be forwarded to your off:

For the Commg

Lt. Galﬁﬁ 2% De,

1 Incl - ¥
41 Roster of POWs who left Bilibid
Intern. Camp 13 Lec 1944. -

| T
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POW WHO LEFT BILIBID r
DEC EMBER 1‘9 ~AND
EITHER DEAD OR HIE
ING OF TRANSPORT ,‘
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MOONERS OF WAE BELIEWD TO Bk MISSING (JAPANEST.

FELL, Joseph Se Pow

- BOELINER, Arden R.
MC KEEWR, Arch M,
NELSON, Russell d,
PHIFPS, Haylord L. .
PONELL, Thomas N, SR.
GEWALL, John We/
TALLY, Fred 0

"I i = .
BAURR, Carl dr, . ["Y =
BICKERTON, James Eo
BOS"(RIH, Lawrence A, .
CARUTHERS, Coleman P,
CHRESWAN, Rovert P.
Willlam Jdo

FILOZO¥, Sohn

GAY, Williem A

HAGOER'TY, Robert F.

EIIT, George E.

HILL, Richard F

HIOLLEMREER, John K.

HOYT, Charles S.

KOSTER, Peter .

LAGVAN, Philip G. Jr.

LICHT FOOT., Frand A

LITTLE, Hermén A

MAC NAIE, Thomas K.
| HAURY, Thompson B, III
| MILIEL, Charles We.

'I m. John S,
KOFFITT, Lloyd G
NEIGR, Jom
NIRDLINGER, Bugens He
PANL, Howard M .
PRIESTIEY, Willism J,
SAUFR, Kermeth ¥,
SHEARY, Charles P.
SMALL, Sred M.

SNELL, Maynard O. .
STENSLAND, Joseph O
Trasger, Vellean He
TURNH, Jonn W Jr.
U'ﬂ{ﬂ, Wmn ‘l

WEIL, Max | Ve 3o T
CAPTAIIS USA Co We O, USA RIM‘ Iouis J. SRR i ) - *
CAPTAILIS US SUT USA
& FALTON, Wilbur W. T ey
B&ID;‘(IN, Lne (met Row UIKIS. John
BAR'THOLOMESS, louis Po 2§D USA PHYLEIPS, Nelda Le
IUNELTE, Jorry. Co .. . . | SCHINK, Harold B.
CHILCOTE, 'I‘hnmll_SF- RICHARDSON, William T, FNITH, Blmer M.
FORRE T, E‘Lhur i- SKILL, Charles ¥,
GODW TH, rt Lo ~ SJOBLOM Erheard CORP, USA
GOLDS £INF H;rﬂ Te J¥e -, SNITH, John 8.
m.—. » Jack li. *'EM-‘EH"}, Dlick D, BOWDEN, Wicholsa R
m, Samuel We THONPSON, &Arnold W .-;mué,willim L.-
G CARTMEY, Tieed Le TRNER, Harry L. GORKIEWICZ John Je
WOLL, Michael ¥, MC OEE, Raymond [
C. W. O, USA PFELVFER Rudolph Ge %
a 7
3
K MARFON 5 C\ 5 e

/4 en, U it'5:’-.;4;“ ﬂ'fﬂ?‘mﬁ":;”:}
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DA LIN G, Jameni.
BARNFS Jfii11iam Se
J(HHHE{,M‘}’ Ce
SERNEICH Jerome J.

CUREY ,Ecdwin D Sgtlia] «
BRICHT ;Elmer R. Wopbe
KIHKLAND ,Jack R. PPCe
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COMPTON, Irving (=)
CONATY, ¥rancie, "ﬁylmtar
mm Walter lenius
EDISON, Dwight Drenth
IITUHELL Floyd Allen
STENIS 1ilf:l.l:l. Fnox |
r_.uauﬁ UJ'.;,-dq-.ag. JONa Lee -

MAJOR _USA -

BAIRR, hﬁ”"

CA BNDER, Howard Ilarlan

BUBOLTZ, Walter Julius % |
CLE BLAND, Arthur Vern (CHAP)OE , Royal Elton -
FORQUER, Bugene (=) BOHNGON, Martin Iuth |

GRIBBEN, Dwight Hiestend IFWIS, Donald

HALTON, "infield Scobt LYOHT, Willianm I.lard (M)

WF, Arthar lenod

PEETS, George Halgos PrC__USA .is |

mm, Jalcoln Glxm B

ROSE, Fred Rlegier ACNE, Oemorge Washington (D)

mym, Rollo Davis HAFRIS, Malvern Palmer
VERRITT, Grady William
EIAES

BROWN, E. Sherril 235
CRAIG, Howard Griffin BOON, Frand (=) BA
WINIKER:, James Heyland COUCHON, Tione) m.ph,
mmm“, Gerald Carlos DIXON, Ernest Mreld,

- | PETTIS, Charles Wilbur, USA = Tl
BATIS, James Richsrg MIM‘!', chlrlm Etmth, ¢ SR ol
mmum, Richard Bernard  STEEIE m wai.
MIRLIFR, Wetor Albert ROUSEAL, Barl (o) .M, 2
ROODS, James Odean : m mmw m R
sm Herman Wotor wtf'-:n, mm | B il
Co W. O. USA IV vt i‘
¢ WETLL, Vincent Timotly BERO, Jm#w_ﬂnﬂﬁr :
i CAL P I iy HAT Y ae O F Al
LT, DR VSN 2
LITTIG, John G" '11 g 1'(\
WM | i "
ELLIOT?, John William
3
CHELP USH_

BJURLING, Wldon Willard CPU¥ |
GRANT, Willard Wrgil O |
VITCHELL, Walter Herschel (BM

umm, willien (=)

YRKY, Deenah Rue Prua 2¢
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