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PROLOGUE

In the midst of all the confusion at home and in the Pacific prior to World War 11, the heroic
defense of the Philippine Islands from December 8, 1941 to May 10, 1942, stood out like a beacon
of hope for the future. The Philippine defenders victory at that time was measured in survival and
inmaintaining loyalty to our nation, when thereward for maintainingloyalty was continued starvation
and death.

Their strong heart, great spirit, and unyielding faith served as an inspiration to the rest of our
nation. They placed their honor before anything else. Hewho daresto die, to lay hislife onthe altar
for hisnation’ sneed isbeyond adoubt, the noblest of mankind. Tolove, to serve, andto diefor one's
country is patriotism at the highest level. Because these patriots believed in afree United States of
Americato safeguard, with their lives if necessary, its spirit of freedom, those of out nation today,
enjoy that legacy. Our liberties, as guaranteed in the Constitution, will continue to serve only if we
and each succeeding generation, will continueto serve our country with courage, loyalty and wisdom,
and to preserveforever—our spirit of freedom. Nothing can restorethedignity or physical condition
of the men who suffered as prisoners of war for up to three years and five months or who died on the
field of battle to their loved ones. Y et their sacrifice, living on the thoughts and deed of
America, can protect this nation from the lack of foresight which brought about these tragic events.

It was of course, a story of defeat; and in defeat there is a natural tendency to hunt for
scapegoats. But to do that here would be merely deluding ourselves. The mistakes that were made
at the beginning of the Philippine campaign, as well as the defeat that inevitably terminated it, were
al implicit in the situation existing there immediately before the war. The poverty in modern
weapons, or in more than one case the abject lack of them, had its rootsin the situation at home, and
for that situation, the people of the United States must hold themselves accountable.

The situation in the Philippines was a close reflection of the situation at home. Undeniably,
there were officers stationed in the Philippines during the prewar years wh only wanted to let things
ridealongintheold, familiar, easy grooves. Many of them had completely failed to digest thelessons
of the war in Europe, nor were they willing to accept the opinions of the men who clearly foresaw
what was going to happen when the Japanese chose to strike. Too often we were willing to elect
legislators who were accustomed to bind America by limits of their own constituencies and pinch
pennies at the expense of our national safety. In the last analysis, it was such “economy” that was
responsiblefor thepitiful and desperatel acksthat reached their consummation on Bataan, Corregidor,
and the rest of the Philippines.

The men sent out to rectify the situation in the final months before the war had neither the
meansnor time. The reinforcements and materialsrushed to them were not enough, arrivedtoo | ate,
or did not reach the Philippines at all. One convoy, caught at sea by the outbreak of hostilities, had
to bediverted to Australia. It isnot meant to be a*“glorious chapter” in our history. Glory is mostly
acivilian word and unhappily, it is too often used to cover up deficiencies. In the beginning of the
war we went hero hunting—if we did not have planes and guns, at least we could have heroes. So
we had to have heroes, and we began to thing of Bataan and Corregidor in termsof the courage of our
men, and the two names became symbolsin the popular mind for something approaching victory.
No amount of compensation can ever repay them for the suffering and hardshipsthat they wereforced
to endureascaptivesin slavelabor camps, and no expression of gratitude could be adequateto satisfy
the debt owed them for the valiant stand they made in defending American interestsin the Far East.
The saga of these defenders will forever live in the annals of history.
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THE DEFENSE FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

Before the establishment of the Commonwealth government in 1935, no effort was made to
prepare the Philippines for their own defense. The United States had assumed al obligations to
prepare the Philippines for their own defense and maintained a garrison for national defense and
maintained a garrison on the Islands for that purpose. The garrison numbered 10,000 men, half of
who were Philippine Scouts, aU.S. Army unit in which the enlisted men, with some exceptionswere
al Filipino. After 1913, the Philippines Department became a regular U.S. Army establishment
commanded by and American general officer. The Philippine Constabulary, first organized in 1901,
wasthe national policeforce, but by training and organization, had amilitary character. Thus, except
for their experience with the constabulary, the Filipinos had no military tradition upon which to build
aNational Army.

By the middle of 1941, international developments had heightened the tension between the
United States and Japan and made the defense of the Philippines an urgent problem. The
establishment of anew American command in the Far East and the recall of General MacArthur to
activeduty intheU.S. Army were already under consideration when Japan moved southward in July
1941.

Theimmediate tasks facing the General were, first, to establish a headquarters and organize
his command on an efficient basis, second, to induct and train the Philippine Army; third, to secure
the necessary supplies and reinforcements to put his forces on awar footing.

Genera MacArthur’ splan called for asmall regular army, a conscription system, aten-year
training program of two classes ayear to build up areserveforce, asmall air force, afleet of torpedo
boatsto repel an enemy landing. On the other hand, General MacArthur’ s plan relied heavily on the
Philippine Army defending itshomeland. However, the Philippinegovernment knew that the United
States would not stand idly if the security of the Philippines was threatened.
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192" AND 194™ TANK BATTALIONS-17TH
17" ORDNANCE COMPANY ARMORED
NATIONAL GUARD

The 194" Tank Battalion and the 17" Ordnance company arrived in the
Philippines on September 26, 1941, The unit had a complement of 54 M-3 light tanks
and 54 armored half-tracks. They were immediately assigned to stations at Fort
Stotsenberg.  The 192™ armved two weeks later. He three units established the
Provvisional Tank Group under General Weaver, Colonel Wickord was commander of
the 192 and Colonel Miller was commander of the 194",

The primary mission upon arrival, was to defend and secure Clark Field Air Base
in the event of an attack on that facility. The 17" Ordnance had the dury of providing
4" Echelon maintenance for both of the tank battalions. The ordnance unit was
equipped with supplies, spare parts, and wreckers.

The units were a welcome addition to the Philippine garrison. On December 8,
1941, after being notified of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, all component units
utilized their machine guns and fired upon the fighter planes attacking Clark Field on
December 8 and assisted in destroying eight enemy plancs on that day.

On December 22, 1941, the Japanese forces landed at Lingayvan Bay in the
MNorthern part of the Philippine Islands. The 192 Tank Battalion was ordered to
support the Northern Luzon Force in engaging the enemy. Five tanks were sent from
Company C to assist the 26" Cavalry in the threatened area. The 192™ was the first to
engge the enemy tanks in a direct tank battle at that location.

In the defense of the Bataan Peninsula, the tank groups were found to extremely
useful 1in jungle warfare. The tanks were assigned the mission of eliminating pockets
of Japanese soldiers using guerilla warfare tactics where they had infiltrated on the West
Coast of the Bataan Peninsula.
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PHILIPPINE SCOUTS

The Philippine Scout units were largely comprised of Filipine enlisted men and
a few officers, mostly under the direction of American officers. They were a part of the
regular United States Army, with all the tradition and espirit de corps wheh that implies.
They held an enviable position in the Philippine society.

The first Scout unit to see military action in World War I was the 26™ Cavalry,
which had been sent to the Lingayvan Bay area to stem the advancing Japanese troops
that had landed there. The Scouts of the 26™ Cavalry were the only body of troops in
that area to offer serious opposition to the Japanese forces landing at Lingaven., The
Scouts fought bravely and courageously in the defense of Bataan and their homeland.
Scout units were always called upon to strengthen a weakening battle line or lead an
attack against the Japanese forces on Bataan.
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THE GUARDIANS OF MANILA BAY
CORREGIDOR-FORT DRUM-FORT FRANK—-FORT
HUGHES

Afteracquiring the Philippines from the Spanish in 1898, the United States began
an enormous engineering effort to fortify the four islands across the mouth of Manila
Bay. By 1914, the immense work was virtually completed and the four islands;
Corregidor, Caballo, El Fraile, and the Carabao had been transformed respectively into
Fort Mills, Hughes, Drum and Frank. The fortifications were so formidable that they
were justifiably called “The Gibraltar of the East.

Cewrregidor, Fevt Hughes, Fort Drnnr ad Fort Framk Evarding the emirawce of Manila Hay, The
topographical map of Corregidor shows the varions gun emplacentenes on the Sortress,
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U.S. ARMY AIR CORPS
FAR EASTERN AIR FORCE

AsofJuly 1941, the air force in the Philippines was still a token air force, unable
to withstand “even a mildly determined and ill-equipped foe.” Recognizing the need
of reinforcements in the Philippines the war department proposed to transfer four
heavy bombardment groups, consisting of 272 aircraft with 68 in reserve, and two
pursuit groups, consisting of 130 planes each.

At the outbreak of World War 11, there were the following number and type of
aircraft at various bases in the Philippines: 35b-17s, 18 B-18s, 9 A-27s, 12 B-10s, 107
P-40B and Es, 16 P-26s, 52 P-P 355 and 58 miscellaneous aircraft (observation—cargo-
etc) for a total of 277 aircraft at various bases on the Philippine Islands.

Digspite the arrival of'a few reinforcements and the airfield construction program,
the air defense system remained inadequate because of the shortage of anti-aircraft
artillery and aircraft waming equipment. There were seven radar sets in the
Philippines at the outbreak of Warld War LI, but only two had been set up and in
operation. In the absence of the necessary equipment and personnel, USAFFE had
organized a makeshift wamning system. Native air watchers at strategic points reported
plane movements by telephone and telegraph to the interceptor command at Nielson
Field, which in turn relayed the information to Clark Field. i was a primitive system,
augmented by radar sets established at Iba and outside Manila, that was in operation
when World War Il began. The lack of a waming system and anti-aircraft protection
proved very costly by the loss of most of the aircraft in the Philippine on the ground.
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THE ASIATIC FLEET WAS VISITING CEBU ON DECEMBER &, 1941 AND
IMMEDIATELY SAILED FOR JAVA TO BE BEYOND THE REACH OF
JAPANESE BOMBERS

ASIATIC FLEET BASED IN THE PHILIPPINES
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Fhilippine govemment despite its limited resources, RBeflecting these realitics, the
LLS, Joamt Army and Mavy Basic Plan ORAMNGE, last updated Aprl 1941, lomted
defen=e of the slands to Manila

1922 WASHINGTON NAVAL TREATY RESTRICTED
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW FORTIFICATIONS
NEAR THE ENTRANCE OF MANILA BAY UNTIL
THE YEAR 1939 WHEN IT WAS ABROGATED
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Bay and critical adpcent areas. 1Fattacked, the U5, Anmy Garmison was expected to
withdraw o the Bataan Peninsula, a tongue of land on Luzon forming the
northwestern boundary of Manila Bay, and o the island of Corregidor. The plan dad
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not envision reinforcement or relief of the Philippine Garrison. With a small army
committed to continental defense and a general agreement that in the event of
war it would adopt a defeat-Germany first strategy, the U.S. Military had
reluctantly concluded that the Philippines must be sacrificed if the Japanese
attacked.

As of November 30, 1941 there were only 16,643 American enlisted men and
2,504 American officers based in the Philippines when the Japanese forces attacked
the islands on December 8, 1941. Of this total, only 1,956 were trained infantry
personnel and 3,609 were Air Corps personnel (most ended up as infantry supporters
toward the end of hostilities). Also, there were 11,957 well trained Philippine Scouts
who were classified as American troops.

@S‘v
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-

Generals J. Wainwright and Douglas MacArthur
Commanders Of All Philippine Forces
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JAPAN ATTACKS THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS DECEMBER 8, 1941

Page 19/60



APRIL 9, 1942
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THOUGHTS OF THE AVERAGE AMERICAN CITIZEN
RELATIVE TO THE MISTREATMENT OF THE
AMERICAN DEFENDERS OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
DECEMBER 8, 1941—MAY 10, 1942

| love America. | thrill to the flag, choke up to the anthem and tear up at TAPS.

Like father before and son to follow, | served her with pride.

But now | am ashamed of her.

Americawould never leave a comrade on the field of battle.

But she did.

Not once.

Not twice.

But three times.

With lies and fal se promises we abandoned them first to the hordes of the sons

of the Rising Sun who saw cruelty as sport and the lives of American valueless.

And after nearly four months of resistance, armed with only guts and shovel and
meager equipment; and precious few weapons of war, we surrendered them to the
sadistic culture of captors which gave no respect, and then made sick and starving
slaves of them in the mines and factories and hell-hole prisoner of war camps of the
Philippine Islands.

Unaware of thefate of their sonsand brothers, the embattled giant sleeping melting pot
of Americareareditself fromitslethargy and on the sweat and outrage of working men
began to build and feed awar machine.

The machine was nourished by flesh and bone lubricated by blood and it grew and
became powerful and began to stop, then reverse the course of cataclysmic world war.
Finally, the enemy was vanquished.

For itsatrocitiesand unimaginabl e action for economic and diplomatic purposes, Japan
was forgiven.

There' s no need to apologize or compensate for years at hard labor and sickness and
disease and cruel punishment.

“Americawill takecareof itsown,” wasthe second betrayal, the second fal se promise.
Then for decades, as America and Americans danced the Walmart waltz of growing
consumerism, we were led like blind sheep down the path of denial and ignorance
while the rturned heroes raised afaint voice of protest.

They asked only for justice, and elusive and lost concept to those who had abandoned
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them.

Thus began and continued the third abandonment as leaders squandered millions of
dollars, much of it on an agenda of their own. In thisinstance, those many leadersin
this case are not worthy of breathing the same air and walking the same earth as those
betrayed heroes.

“Can’t offend our partners,” they said. Wait long enough and they’ll all die and they
voices will fade away.”

And dying away they are at an accelerating rate. Their voices become few and their
claims fading.

Can you hear them now?

| can. Their voices an agony in my ears.

| love my America.

| thrill in the flag, choket the anthem and tear up on TAPS

Like father before and, son to follow, | served her with pride.

But now | am ashamed of her.

They asked only for justice, and elusive and lost concept to those who had
abandoned them. Thus began and continued the third abandonment as leaders
squandered millions of dollars, much of it on agencies of their own. Inthis
Instance, those many |leaders are not worthy of breathing the same air. But for some
time, thereis still timeand | will raise my voice to tell this story.

At least | can do that much to ease my shame

COURTESY GEORGE WALLACE, EDITOR AND PUBLISHER OF THE
BROOKE REVIEW.
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