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Statement Concerning the Eritish PO'''s on BALIALE Island
by _Yorihiko 04/%i. former Chief of the 18th Navel Construction
Dattelion stationed on the Is;&nd / ingerprint/

(1) Forew:rd

£s I am gbout to state my past life on BALILALE Tsland which was
led under -ressure and uncertainty by merely relying upon my memory,
there may e seme inaccuracies as regards the dates, time and figures,
but same will probebly become clarified hy your referring to the
corresponding Army or Nevy records dealing with that time which are
nroba»ly in vour hands, which please note.

(2) Outline of Develovments

() After my Battalion had failed twice in advencing to Guadalcansl
Island, we immediately (on about 25 or 27 November 1942) left Buin on
Bengeinville Iclcrd, ~herec e were sturdi-; Yy for Ballale Island, on

receipt of orders to promtply construct an airfield on the said island.

(b) At that time thie islend was uninhebited. Although sma’l, a
preliminary survey end preprarstions had been made in outline on tﬁe

island befcrehand in order to reinforce the Buin airfield, Iy battelion
corsisted of scie 120 petly officers ahd men a&s well es about 800 corstructio
workmen and ite working efficiency weg extrenely low,

The order from the 11th Air Fleet to which our battaliorn helonged
stateds "Work under the direction of the Commander of the 26th Air Sguadron,
finish the corstruction of an airfield ir outline in 45 deys (?); the
leborers will bte reinforced by some 4,000 (7) men.

Hovevcr, elthough we vaited impetiently, the reinforcement of 4,000
men never arrived, and although workmen desvatched by the 4th Construction
end Service Depertment on Truk Island errived temporarily, they were made
to move up to Vundz egein efter only zbout 2 days' stay (the majority of
them being invalids, it wre only naturel that not muech working power could
be expected of the men of this urit.

In the circumstances, our battalion proceeded to ask for the
militery forces on Beougenville Island to eid us in our work and to scnd
peymesters, 2nd licutecnants (Med.) end other necessary /T.N, Bottolion/
personrel to the necrby islonds such es Bougninvillc, fhortland and Fauro
so as to employ nctives by vropogation in verious places and to meke use of
their working power.

(c) It wes nerhaps & few deye after heving proceeded to the islend when
one evening a feirly large trensport cast anchor there suddenly and hundreds
of porsons who looked like POWs began to land on this islend. Reforec long
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the commanding officer, en Jrny 2nd ILieutenant (accordirg to my memory)
came to see me and remarked, "I have brought zlong 527 (2) Army POW's from
Rabaul by order. You mey use them in constructing the zirfield ot your
plece., " Hovever, due to not heving roceived cny instructions or orders
from any of my command channcls such zs the Supreme Navel Headquarters

or the 26th Air Squhdron, a2t first I declined his vpromoscl.

But the mili r" officer said, "That would vut me in sn awful fix,

As a matier of fact, I have been Ordbrtd to devart on arother nission as
soon z& the landing of the POli*s is over. As soon as I return to my vost,
I will have matters duly settled threugh my seriors. It is the Army's
duty to look ﬂftﬁ' 2ll the suvervisicn, directing end controlling of the
PO%!s on the island, The 18 military puerds vhom I have brought here for
that recson will be stationed with the POW's throushout the whole of the
period until their dutiees zre over. You had better mcke usc only of their
vorking power et this time of shortage of seme, hadn't you?" I renlied,
*As for cur hatialior, it would be very rood to make use of them for some
suitable work, ut it would be enhe rrassing for me too to bear troublesone
rcsponsibility as I have not becn contscted et gll in the matter by "y
seniors. The only thing ie that I feel confident of bearing utmost
responsibility only cs recards fceding them, apert from which I cannot do
gnything., Tould only that he sufficient?® "es., It would bc 0.K. at that,
Aftcr the foregoing controversy, I madc up my mind to “take care of them
for the time beinp® until 1n°tructjoh= should come from my naval immediate
superiors, (After all I rcccived neither any instructions nor orders
rhatsocver to the ver: lest),

(d) By this time, & 12 cm. AL Compeny commeided hy Newvel 1st Lieutencnt
HMIYAKE hed elresdy becn statiored on this island “esides our hattzlion,
In sddition tc the foregoing, a 12 cm, A4 Company commended by Navel 1lst

i

L*cufcnbn% KIi BAQA, an 8 cm, AA Conweny comnended ny 2nd Licutcnant TZKAHASHI

end. half 13 mm, AL M.G, division (may“e one division) werc scheduled to

cdvence to this islond end ergege ir guerd dvties iin the resr future,

1*u‘c none of them had crrived there at that time except the above-mentioned
Y/KE Conpany. /

doreover, o force of shout 2 bettelions strong wos scheduled to
nroceed to the island mainly to essist us in constructing our airfield with
t+he undcrstanding of the militery foreecs ot EREPENTA /phonetic/ on Bougzin-

ville Islond who were veiting for the arrival of cquipnent from Jepcn
DIODCT
(e) It wae in the zforescid mommer that over 500 POW!s were foreed

upon nc, cnd clthough I fclt greatly obliged for the supply of a considerable

anount of working powcr at ¢ time of shortage thercof, I wacs pleced at ny
witts end as I hed never for a noment expeeted such o thing, as vell cs
had never received any orders or instructions cs to how to treat then,
esnceially es I had no expcrience.

Here I chall cxplein ny oredicement in full deteil., I am originelly
en cengineering officer graduated from the Naval Engincering College, and was
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callcd unp to duty froa +h Fir t R-scrve. In thc Japenesc Navy the Navel
Cormend Obgcrvenec + gculations /T.Y, "Gunrei Shoko Rei/ have hitherto heen
strictly edhered to, cld ﬁt places “hc““ the so-ececlled Linc Officers hevirg
greduated from the Fewvel Acedemy arc stationed, engincering oTficcrs arc not
given the right of cOﬁmand for genercl military operotions. The right given
to me wes limitcd to the conztruction of the airficld end I was authorized
to mercly commend ry construction battalion under the commend of my imrediate
euneriors. (Thc title of "Engincerirg® wes abolished frow Noverber 15, 1942
and accordirgly I, too, ves proneted to Licutenant Commender from Engincer
Ticutenant.) Therefore, all nilitary operations on the islerd excepting
for the Conetructior work should hc nleced vnder the conmand of Naval
ILicutenant Kinbore (in cose of his death 1st Iieutcnant Tekchashi).

However, being & snceial duty officer sveciclly nromotcd from the
rarke, Lieutencnt Miyoki hod no right to command me,

(f) In the eircunstences, as regerds the question of resmonsibility
the handling of the POW's for the scke of emcbling everything to run
srioothly hereafter:

Io The militery

guards vho acconponied the FOWEg from R-beul will
tcke cherge of all the duties s e

supervising ond cormanding.

2. The forcgoing wilitary gurards shall he placed under the command
of the commending officer of thc two batteliors of militoary iroops coming
fron Erebenta /phonctic/.

3. Our battalion will assumc responsibility oe regards general
nzivrtenance such aos food, nedieel supplies and houeing,

That wee Tcecuse our bettelion hed--clthough rone too much--gone
quentity of living nccessaries to swere, whercas the stocks of both the Naval
and Militery urits were sconty (cepceiclly the Military unit hod rothing ot
ellj}.

Le for this mattcr, it hed becn deeided thet our bettelion would
hold itelef responeible for sumplying the necds of not only the P0W!'s, but
clso of the Military es well rg netive units,

Loo - BE ‘cr a fur deys, cbout two battalions of militery troops
aerrived on the islend =s schedulcd, ond’ efter o confercnce with the commender
of the Hllitury forcce, it wee decided unanimously to put the above three
items into c¢ffcet, :

5. The econerete detaile regerding thp constructior rork werc based
on the gercrel instructions rceecived by me from the 26th Adir Squadron Conmand
(there was a period when I vas tervorerily under the commend of the 204th
Adr Commander), on the basis of which our staff end the Militery staff
discussed the cllotnent of the deteiles for the work, following which instrue-
tions werc given to the ruards by the Militery Commender ae to the dutics
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assigned to the POW's on the privious cdcy or cerly in the morning of the
said day. Thue the PO 's-purformed their work under the direct supervision
end direcction of the g :ards,

; I thercfore *clieve that not cven our staff officers meddled dircctly
eg regerde the vork of the POW's, and thet everything was carried on
snoothly under the hends of the Military suthoritics.

6, fome of the lezding workers of our hettalion who were dcsigreted
by ne supcrvieed and directed the work of the native unit, and zecordingly
apert fro- our own mcn, our battelion took dircet charge of only the
native unit (vhich I belicve nunbered shout 500 (2) at the nost),

7., The supcrvieing end directing of the POW's outeside of their
vorking hours woe sumposcd o ™e undcrtaken by the 15 POW guards under the
comiand of the Militory Commender (Cevtain Sende et the outset) but, to
the best of my ucror", I belicve that some of them were, at one tine, placed
undcr . the commend of the wiyeke Company in connection with the living quarter:
as well as due to it being more convenient to utilize the look-out station
of the Miyake Commony for the seke of their deily work es well ag air
defence operations,

8, After the levse of scversl deys the Kimbora and Taksheshi
copanies arrived et the Islend, «rd I wos pleced under the command of
Nevel Idcutcnant Kinbere ce a neturcl rceult of the Navyr's practice in
accordenec with the provisio

rs of the Maval Command Obscrvence Reguletions
/T, “Gunrei Shoko-Rei!'/. The FOW's lovever verc hondldd s nentioned
ebove vithoul any special changes being rede.

(g) Conditione at the timc of arrival of the POW's on the Islend.

1. On vatching the POW's ag they werc disembarking frcm the trang-
‘bort, clthough there vere some vho "ere cxtrencly “peppy,® the majority
of then werc o wezck thet they could rnot walk by themselves and were only
barely able to do so with the help of their comrades., Huving observed this
seccne, I could rot help from focling eomewhet Epprehensive ce regards how
suuch contribution could ™e cxpected of thecm towerds the rapid construetion
of /the airficld.
2. As there vore cbout 10 (?) mcdieel persornel ineluding ¢
Captain of the Wedicazl Corps (?) as vell o& other nediccl men, & medicel
exeminetion vas held by them ir conjunction with our battalion's Mcdieal
Officer and his cu%ordl*rtpe, e result of which it woe soid thet there were
many dipktheric potients ee well ce petients suffering from osthemia ceused
by chronic cnteritis (hove forgotter the mumber of ccscs

Refore heirg called to the colours, our Bettclion's Medicel Officer
had ncde & speelal study regarding Diphtheria and wes so well expericneed
es to have his doctorete thesis on the seid subjcet under consideration ot
the time, so that I rcecived a report leter on thet, due to the grcat interest



Doc, Noy 5425 Parc 6,

shorn, cnd stroruous o’ forts cxcrtcd by hin, thet the Diohtheria cpidenie
e steped out without engerdine so ruch,

It wee so.-errcnped thet nedical eurnlies ond cppliccncos worc,
vhoncver rnoecesery, rerded to the l'cdiegl Officer of the POY Unit e bloc
(once ¢ wock ?) rhenover rcquests vore reccived fron hin, +nd daily dicgnosce

e.nd nedicel trectment viore effceted indeperdently by the POW unit in view
of the shortege of hunde, Wcodleres to eny, ©f courcc, ir ccee of cncrgeney
our redicel o ficcres **xt to thedr cid whoercwver neecssery. Corscquamtly,
the deily cuthorization ef zb-cnec fro: vork oring to illrerss of all POWs
o lcft cntircly to the frcc diserction of the Cnlef Hedical Officcr of
the POW unit,

Hocwver, ¢ fiarly lorge mnber of cieths occurrcd fron sicknees (ze
fer ce I remonber, thorc vere tdncs vhen therc veore ap neny o= cbhout *hrcc
deathe in ¢ dcy) duc to the sudden chenge in living corditions, irercascd
dcgree of asthenic or the usurl cggravated for of diarrhocc due to drinking
too muck unboilcd -ctcer.

3+ s there vere nore ther ten mer corrccted vith cooking ineluding
en Intendence Licutcnant, it vee crrenged thot they would hondle the cooking
independently Ty epeedily crectirg & kitchen. It was elso crrenged thot
Foodestuffs for = wock merc to ¢ handed to then ormee a weck all ot crec go
thet they could cook their ~mm food ir their omn ~enner. I recollcet tha
of the supply officer told mc that they speciclly preferred vheet flour
and ‘cenned roods to rice, I tried acs much ce poseirle to meet their request
end think thet they vere hended to then foirly plertifully. I vas once
irvited to cote over to irspect the pli ce oncc ¢s they hréd cormicnecd bekirng
bread vith the usc of onil-drums trd cocomat oil, Furthermore, tobocco wae
&lso supplicd to them ir scccordcrce vith o suggestion frow. the supply of fler.

4o The generel stete of herlth of the POfs -es, ces uentiorcd chove,
ené cs thelr physierl strorngth hzd deelired considcrably, the vork they
werce enprged in throushout tht cntirc period of the cornstruction rorks
consicsted only of guthering ncbbles from the reef clong the shorc freing
the sec on the Ecsterrn eide of the Islond (modium end smell ir size ord
used for fillirg in whon lovwelling the rumvigy cnd londine scne dinto trone=
port trucke). Tcsidie, I rcecber thot they -orc cnecged o 1little in
elconing cnd eleoring the cirficld and neirbkborine toxi strips.

I rcnenber clso that I did rot neke them cnpoge ct “ll in lehour
~ith pickaxce and shovels, loadins ond unlocding, «s ~cll te trensportction
of hcavy goods, 'ceausc of their weck knoce trd generel fcclﬂrlng ctrength,
I think thot, «fter cll, thce vorking cfficleney througkout the cntirc
period viee roticr poor in spite of their cfforts,

tiorcover, sorc of them voluntccred to drive trucks, but this rcguest
. & rever granted es our bottelior 'es oonly provided with drivers,
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5. Now, aitheuch the sharing of the respective responsibilitics
towards the PUWs wonbtionced from sbort to finish as stated aboys,
ny battalion conforued {o the form of Proelsionrl Enlistnent of all
the POWs =8 regnrds the procedure fer gupply and accounts as we were
providing them with a2ll suppiies.

This appiles not only to the POWs but also to military units
and even Lo nrval perscanel urler a diffsreut jurisdictiocn. Our
Nevy makes it their cuscomary preclice to adopt sach a proccdurs
for suoply and accouniing rsasone in order, for the saks of isuporary
convenience, to provids foed and 2lothing to those who are not our
regular battalion persoanel snd our batialion aiso merely foiloved
this preoctice.

Accordinsly, in view of the eforesientioned circuastances,
the POWs were conzidersd as heing a terporary eniisted unit and,
in additlion to oux drawing up the POW muster-roil ca ihe atrength
of ths data subiitted by bn any unforesecn ozeurrsnces like "Deaths
fron Sickness” or “Killed ia AGtiOh" verc recorcsd in £y havtalion's
reports. The object therscf was to satisfy supply sund accounting
requirenents, and I beiieve that the POW probler will become fully
clarified by referring to the said reports.

- 6. As for the Jiving quarters, being B all nmeans o enall
island in the first piece, there would be ne alternzitive, aftor
constructing e stzadard air base, than to utilize the remaining

space left over. The wmaximun number of inhakitaate on the islend
exceaded at one tire the 5,000 rark so that I was muck worried atb

cne tice over ths uetccb on of the living guarters regarding vdd

the Air Force vessonnel eﬂgoyeg priocity seiecting rights, but finally
this nattex was settlied by fixing asame at a point northwsst of the
Miyake Corpany. west of the &A.ﬁusgy Tuit, and scuthweat of the
Takahashi Corpany, by taking into account the facis that the

Place was farthest from the airfiecld anl at the sema tine rdjrcent

to the locasion of the Militery Unil under whose cirect cormand

they were. 4is for the dweliing facilities, inosmuch as the beilding
raterials storec by cur batiailion hed becn ejrcecy felrly vell used
up and as ths nanuer of use of 211 those on Qynd had a‘re,ﬂy been
decidod, baere wag prestically no surrzius lef’ over, but finally

we succeeded in the sy eefy congtrucvion of & cemp sufficient at least
to saelter thasm froz rain, by weing ths raterleis in store and those
procired oa the spob.

\
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(h) lnportam mz (lo. 1)

Bcveral Covs eftor the s Lrerc brousht to the el_r‘c'*
approxinately trvo 1ﬂttc+_cna of Arny troops wnicn had becen unﬂcr request
canie fron Elevents /phonetic/ on Bougoinville Islend. The Cormerder
et that tine vwes Captain Scnda,

Although therc necy hove beer incidental ains in the Ar"y
occupation, I bclicve thot they strived to cssicst in the Mavyie airficld
work and rcecive ail rations from the Navy in the meaniime; cnd lipghten
the burden on the main force, irstead of usclessiy cnd ainiessly awciting
the arrivel of zrmament,

Ae rcgﬂrds the cetusl problen of conetructior vork, a definite
telk ketwcen Oaptoin Sende end mycclf voes held and a2 division of work
was estabilshad, It vos the work which is to be carricd out by the Army
chould be connonded vy Copiein Sonda cad that the Noval Construction
Battalion shou’d ncver dircetly interfere with any work of the Army,

It is, nmorecover, a netter of comeso that no interfercnce ~hotsoever

chould be mace 6irccu7" or indirectly in netters aside from Neval con=-

struction work, (ne day, scvoral daye aftcer the occupatior by the Armyy

.thcre vag an ineident of =mistaken firing upon the isliand by an Arny

forec thet ves paesing by, Dircetly efver this, Captein Scenda suggested
thet ¢ should novr ncke plans for the defensc of the jsland and thot
studice and troininss were rcecded. Howcvor, since I an originglly fron

the Nevy Engincering Deportient ard have soue krowledge of engincering
natters, but hod ncither knowledge, cxpericnec ror training in this

natter /T, N. dcfonss,, besides which I had no porer of eormnand. Thercfore,
I Innmcdicteiy requested Captain Senda to drow up the plcn end it vas
hurricdly decided in the names of Uoptoir fends end mysclf to cdopt this
plan teaporarily until the arrive] of Novel Cormnnding Oijlcor who would
direct ne, Hoever, sgevercl doys later, thc Kirhare. Conpony ecne to the
islend, so I subriittod to Liciionent (5.G,) Kiro.ra /TN, Nevy/ the
defensc plans, cnd asked hin to wcvise ~nq esuu?w:sh see cppropriately
in the ecpacity of the Navel Commanding Cf:ieccr,

In onec part of this defence vlan thece was cn iten to the cffect

thaet prisoners wiil bc dispesed of irn ecse thc donger of on cneny landing

becomes imndirernt. I roneiber that ilie nethod wag by use »f hend rrenadeu
end thet it wee up to one ecvany of the fury fovees {I do not remenber
the Conpeny thot wos sigwmted), L glcrce ot the defonse pien of the

tinc ‘in question will revecl thiz,

After Licutcnent Kinbeara cane to the isiand, the defensc plan of
Ballale Island voe newly established conc pronu¢outed in the none of the
Commanding Officer of the Mavy Guord Unit, According to this plan, ny
Gonstruction Bcticlicn ves to be & res . rve unit, cnd was to withdraw to the
opposite side fron where the cneuy nckee cn invus iOn, and cwrait orders
there, I do not rcmerber other detoils; especially hor mettere such as
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conccrted action with the Lrmny were decided, Hovever, ry sole duty e

to exert ny attcntion and cfforts in regard to co manding and guiding ny
ron-conbctant subordinates in the form of anproxinutely 800 workcrs as well
s cporoxinately 120 petty officers and "en so as to nininize the cosuclties
enong these nen cs for as possibie,

I belicve it wus in the early part of Jonucry 1943 thot Nevel
Captain MIKI cane teo the islon? os the Suprene Corrwnnder, for the purpocse
of comanding the combined Army - Novy forces on Bcllale Islend., Hovever,
before he vae in o:ifice for threc rionths, he returned to Jopon proper.

Before and aftcr the timc Ceotein MIFI took his office, the Army
forees werc being repeatedly repleced, cnd sltheugh I do not rene-ber in
deteil the stoff officecrs and the unit designations, I believe that the
Lrny strength -as gencrally end grecduelly decreased, I think this wos
only neturel, as for as the Arnyls duties were concerned. I do not
know vhether or r>t the details of the Islandls defense plorn vere chonged
while Ccptain MIXI was in office,

{1) Inportant Problens (No. 2)

In the neantine, the POWs did not rcedily recover froo their
asthenic condition which vos attributed to dinhitheris, chronic inflermction
of thc intestincs, end other disecses fron which thoy vere suffering fron
even before their arrivel to the Island, es nentioned in the foregoing.
The nunber of deaths greduclly increcsed., We, especially the nediecal
officer and other persons concerncd, did as ruch ce possible, hut the
encny's cir raids becene niore ond nore interse cs the doys passed, ond
the casuclties continucd to inersase. Peticnts suffering fron cxhausti-n
duc to air reids carried out dey ond nirht, ond other ccuses, continucd
to appear fron all the units, At that tine, as far as the Navy wes con-
cerned, our unit wos the only »ne which had a mediecl officer, and
211 thc other compunics hod only nonerated nediccl nen, Jeing as such,
the nediecl treatiwent of 21l the navy »ffiecrs ond men was chorged to the
nediecl ~fficer cnd the nedical cnsign of our unit. At onc time, even in
our unit, about half of the men were 111 in bed, and the situction was such
that cetuelly tke nediczl staeff were so busy os to have no tine to spere.
Later, I reneaber thet it became cbsolutely inpossible to decl with the
situation so that ve hed o nedienl Lieutenant (J.G.) frou the Tirst Base
Heedquerters ot Bnin, and subsequertly crother medicel Licuterant (J.G.)
fron Lt, Kinbaral!s noin unit eomie to our aid, ae o rcesult of vwhich ve
finnlly succucded in tiding cover the erisis,

The nomes, dates of decth, noture of disecscs of the deac prisoners
should be listed in 1y unitls Adninistrotive Bulletin's File, so ¢ glance
will rewvcal then. I, the Chicf of the urit thet e in charrc of mcdical
trcatnent, feel extrerely sorry thet there vere so nny illrerscs and deaths,
Hovever, on the other hind, at the time, the enenyls attacks becume more
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scverc eqch doy, without ¢ single dayl!s respite fron the air raids, The
POWs werc in a weckened condition even before their arrivcl at the Islend,
end nedical trectment could not be given them as I wished., HMaterdcls end
supply situction becarie nore difficult coch Aoy on our frort line islands,
and hends becane short, It can alsc be thouzht that In view of the pre-
veiling situation the result were truly uncvoideble, The congtruction of
the airfield did not progress as anticipated, . Although the days passed
by being hotly pressed /T.N. to speed up constiructinn work/ :nd under
mentel agory crd uncasiness, no orders or instructiors fron enyvhere cver
cane to ne until the end in regard to the hendling »f the POWs, Whet I
feel most at the present time is thot, if the POWs were employed for sore
appropriate work in the rear zonc in e quiet cnd wide arca far fron Rebaul,
it night heve been cnother notter, but, I belicve that it might be con-
sidercd s unrcascrable ta use the POWs and linited working power by
gnessing then into concentrocted units on & front line island vwhere such
ccascless conbet wes carricd out repcatedly,

Now, regarding the dispoeition ~f the corpses, there were cpinions
thet if that srall island where :iony people were -~asscd and cngoged in
hard work beecane surrounded by greve-posts, it would influence cveryore's
orcle to & prect extent. Thercofore, £t first oractically 211 of then
were buried at sca, but due to the heat of the tropics, “ceouposition wag
repid, so that therc were opinions thet this wes intclerable as well es
pitiful for both the dead ond the burial perties. Hovever, ercrmation
wes given up rot so puch beeause of fucl, but from the stondpoint ~f air
defense in corncetion with the rising of smoke., C rsequently they were
buried in the zround sfter thet.

(3) Inportant Problens (N0, 3)

It right have been sround the ui‘dle of March, 1943, that there wes
¢. sufden gir rcid at night, HMany bombs werce dropred in the Army creen, the
POW area, end thc Tekehashi Compeny area, where there vas practically ro
dencge until then, There were three direct hits by lorce type bobs in the
sren where the POWs resided, resulting in 280 (this figure is not accurcte.
Should be recordcd ir the Bottalion's Adniristrative Bulletin'e File)
sone odé prisoners being blasted or burnt to dcath. The reoason why there
werc so many oasualties wos becausc this spot was away fron the approach
course to the airficld and hcd not been bormbed before, so it is scid that

ost of the nien, feeling confident, i not take any action to shclter
thenselves fron the eair raid,

I believe that it night have been at this tine thet Lt. Takahashi,
the Nawal Compeny Corrmicnder, too, was killed in ection.

(k) Inportant Problens (No. 4)

I have forgotten whether it wos toward the end of March, or the
begirrning of Lpril, 1943, but cnyhow, crcund evening one day we recelived
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effect:s M"Several enemy cruisers ard destroyers are cruiging oi'f Mc
I:land, ard as a landing is most probutle, all the units are wo immeds
prepare to check the enemy lariing.)' Dy thie time, the actuel mmher of
POils had already dropped considervably to scme 9C odd men (less than 100

at any rate). Excepting those connccted with the kitchen, I believe most
of the men had lost a great dcal of their vigour, From the standpeint of
the condition of troop cquipment at the time, and also from the topographf
of the island, in the face of a powerful cnemy assanlt, there were only
two alternatives, totel vietory or teotal ammihilotion, In fact I believe
that the latter seemed to be anticipnted =more strongly. I do rot think
thet it was an unreasonable reascning for all the men to resign themselves
to death after eliminating "the fear of the tigcr at the rear door" /T.N,
roefers to the POWs/, From such thought, the above-mentioncd POWs were all
bayonetted to death by «n Army company charged with thce duty in cccordance
with the previously established defense plan, (I do not kmow the unit
dosignation, It is said that hand grencdes werc not used), All the units
made preparctions, feverishly working on defense measures against the
enemy'!s surprise assoult landing, and weited throughout the night, but

the enemy did not attack this islend after all.

Actually, I believe thet the di“ficult and unfuvorzble turn of
the battle situation stroined our nerves to an extreme, eand excited us too
much /T,N, resulting in the killing of the POWs/. It can only be said
that the Company mercly followed the rules of the plan of defensc mechani-
cally, but I concider that same was also unavoidable in some respects,
.eepecially when placed face to face with such a tense situation,

(1) Important Problems (No. 5)

Thic matter concerns a cortain First Licutenant (both status and
name upknown) who was shot to death on the very day of the landing, I
believe & record of this case is set forth at the beginning of the report
concerning POWs who were under the charge of my Battalion,

It was when the POW party woe landed on this island, as & result of
the ncgotiations which cre mentioncd in another section, with the Army
officer vwho was in charge of them, it was arranged that the POWs should

. romain temporarily on this island., When I believed the s2id commender had
returned to his transport vesscl, he agnin appeared before me with a POW
who was under arrest and being drugged along by soldiers, and said: "On
returning to the ship, I found this POW had been srrested es he had tried
secretly to escapc by jumping into the water and swimming towcrds Shortland
Island,; So the number of POWe I reported to you before was less onc., Will
you receive him together with the others?" As for me¢, I did not know what
to do, :And, morcover, what I could do with such & man as he, who had

. dered tgy to cscape even in such un cnviromment, especially here, on this
solitary island surrounded by woter on all sides? Thercfore I gave him a
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firm rcfuscl. He pressed .= to acccpt him, saying, as before, that he
hed to ettend to other duties at once ard begged me to meancge in some
wey or othcr. Then I questioned him cs to whet measure would he teken
by the Army. He answered that ir casc of escepe in the foce of the enemy
this would naturelly be punished by death, As the matter hed to he
settled ¢t once and, also, from the standpoint of our navel discipline,

I simply believed that escape in the face of the enemy in wertime should
as a matter of course call for capital punishment., I thought, elsc, that
it could not be ovoided from the viewpoint of making it an example for
the strict enforcement of military discipline on this island in the future,
fiithout any further consideration it was decided to execute him in the
presence of both of us. And, finally, the Army guards shot him to death
with their riflecs on the beach near the secluded jungle on the eastern
coast of the Islend. (Prcsumably, these soldiers belonged under the
eforesaid Army officer and were not the 15 guards attached to the POW
unit). At first; I intended to hehead him with my Japancse sword., But,
at the lest moment, I becaome timid end therefore could not do so, Since
this happcned, I have pondered over the case oand hove always felt the
pangs of conscicncc, Not only have I been cautionng mysclf ever since
ageinst rcpeating such an action in the future; in whatever circumstances,
but I 2lso strictly warned ny men not to act cruelly in speech or cction
towards the POWs, I feel my responsibility very acutely, especially

in the ccse of this certain First Licutenant,

ITI. CSupplcumentery Remarks

I heve found in the newspaper of the mornirg of 19th Jenuary 1946
that my arrest hes been ordcred as & war erime suspect. As I had becn
anyhow thc centrel figure of the building work of the airficld on Ballale
Island where had occurred the deaths of more than 500 POWe, I heod already
presumed that I would be the first to he so designated., But toking into
consideration that, firstly, thc time was extremely carly, and secondly,
thet only I, who hed no substantial power of command but only r superficial
one, and who had been only a commander of construction work as it were,
wus so designated and no nemes of those with whom I had been acquainted were
mentionzd, I supposed that the investigatior on the spot might have becn
surprisingly incomplecte; conscquently I was worried that, if I should
meke my appearcnce at once, I should he obliged to bring forward the
names of too many other persons or would have to state matters which are
unnecesgary to mention in order to clarify all the facts in detail for the
sake of impartianl judgment; unless I were resolved to lecy down my life,
shouldexring &11 thc rcsponsibilities by mysclf, letting everything to be
left un.said (2lthough I have lost such o frame of mind now as I have been
informe:d of the truths of various disclosed fects during ncarly ore year
after t.he ccssation of hostilities). Furthernore, I felt very pained at
the ideia of being nlaced under arrest which I hod been teusht traditionally
as being a disgrece and I imprudently tried to escape this as long as

possiblie as the result of various illusions, In the course of time, however,



I beeame convinced that I would not be able to conceal myself forecvor
and also came to believe that the true facts concerning this metter might
haove been slready investigated in detail and disclosed, thern trose which
I would bhe obliged to state might probably have been already investigated
in full doteil and known, consequently the worry which I hod ws above-
nentioned has ceased to exist as teing uncalled for and no longer nccessary,
On or about the 25th of July, through the aid of the adviee from rn frizrd
of mine, I learned thet my flight hcd given ruch trouble to my relntioas,
aequointances end friends; furthermore he told me that such condue’ hod
become an obstacle to Japent!s faithful fulfillment of her obligations

in conneetion with her acceptance of thc Potsdam Declaretion, implying
that I wes showing dircet disloyalty to the state. When I came to think
it over I becarme really shocked,

Ever since I decided to escope I had been thinking that it would
be simple enough to kill myself if the worst should come, which amounted
- to nothing if I considered thet I hcd died in the Solomons, and I should
be able to shoulder all responsibilities by committing sticide., Although
I mode light of such matter, still I found that it could not be carried
out so easily when the critical moment arrived, Since the latter pert of
. July, I gave this matter thorough consideration, arranged all my personal
matters in order, and after bidding farewell to my close relatives whom I
asked to. look after ny family, on July 30 I gave myself up to a menber of
the Hoshimoto Policc Statien, Wakayama Prefecture, and I have remained
here ever since., I realize that my responsibility is heavy for hcving
evaded justicc for necrly six months,

Now I should like to bec subjected to impartial judgnent, by stating
.all the facts most frankly and exposing everything to light, Individual
subjects which I have written in this document may be identified and
clarified still further by comparing scme with the records of that time,

(The End)

This confession of mine represents, in its entirely, o frank
deseription of actual facts, znd contains no felse statements,

The writer of the aboves

i

Norihiko Ozaki
/fingerprint/

7 August 8, 1946,
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’ GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

|

P

High Cormmissioner'!s Court for the Western Pacific.

Held at Terawe, Cilbert o B! on the sixteenth
day of October, 1944, under the Pacifiec Order in Council, 1893,

by me David Curtiss Innes Wernhan, Deputy Commissioncr for the
Western Pacific.,

(Sgd) D, C. I. Wernhan
Deputy Cormiissioner for the
Western Pacific

DEATH_INQUIRY

Whereas there is rcason to believe that the deaths of
the following twentjutwok*erspns - e

o=

1. Reginald G. Morgen, Wireless Operator in the service of the
Gilbert znd Ellice Islands Colony at Tarawz,

2, Besil Cleery, Dispenser in the service of the Gilbert and
Ellice Islends Colony at Terawa.

3. Isaac R. Handley, retired Master Mariner, residing at Tarawa.

4, A, M, McArthur, retired Trader, of Nonouti, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony.

5. A. L, Sadd, Missionary, residing at Beru, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony.

6. A, C. Heenan, Wircless Operator in the service of the New
Zealand Government and formerly stationed at Maiana, Gilbert
and Ellice Islends Colony.

7+ J« Jo McCarthy, Wireless Operator in thc service of the New
Zealand Government and formerly stationed at Abemesma, Gilbert
end Ellice Islands Colony.

8. He R. Cos Hearn, Wireless Opecrator in the service of the New
Zealand Government, and formerly stationed ot Kuria, Gilbert
and Ellice Islands Colony.

9. A, E, HcKenna, Wireless Operator in the service of the New
Zealand Government, and formerly stationed at Nonouti, Gilbert
and Ellice Islands Colony.

10, A, L, Teylor, Wireless Operator in the service of the New
Zealand Government, and formerly staticned 2t Beru, Gilbert
and Ellice Islands Colony.
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a

12,

14,

15-

16,

17.

18.

184

20,

21,

22,

I.

Ce.

C.

W.

Ce Murray, Wireless Operator in the service of the New
Zealand Government, and formerly stationed ot Beru,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony.

A+ Pearsall, Wircless Operator in the service cf the New
Zealand Governrent, and fornerly stationed at Tamana,
Gilbert end Ellice Islands Colony.

B. Speedy, Private (64653), New Zealand Expediticnary
Force, forncrly stationed at Meiana, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony.,

J. Owen, Private (64606), New Zealand Expeditionary Force,
formerly stationed at liziana, Gilbert and Ellice Islands
Colony.

H, Howe, Privete (64056), New Zealand Expeditionary Force,
formerly stationed at Abemana, Gilbert cnd Ellice Islands
Colony .

J. Hitchen, Private (63882), New Zealand Expediticnary
Force, formerly stationed at Abermama, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony,

Jones, Private (64485), New Zealand Expeditionary Force,
formerly stationed 2t huria, Gilbcrt and Ellice Islands
Colony .

A, Ellis, Private (64382), New Zeceland Expeditionary Force,
formerly stetioned at Kuria, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony.

A, Kilpin, Private (64057), New Zealand Expeditionary
Force, formerly stationed at Nonouti, Gilbcrt and Ellice
Islands Colony.,

H. Nichol, Private (64062) Ncw Zealand Expediticnary Force,
formerly stationcd at Nonouti, Gilbert and Ellice Islands
Colony.,

L. R, Parker, Privetc (64005), New Zezlend Expediticnary
Force, formerly stationed at Tamana, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony.,

M. McKenzie, Privote (64022), New Zealand Expeditionary
Force, formerly stationed at Tamana, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony.

occurred at Tarawa in thc Gilbert Islands District znd were brought
about by violence, it 1s therefore lewful for me toc hold an
/ inquiry, under section two of the Death and Fire Inquiries

e

~
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Ordinance 1924, into the cause of the deaths of the twenty two

persons aforesaid.

(Sgd) D, C. I. Wernham
Deputy Commissicner for the
Western Pacific,

List of Witnesses.,

1. Tiriata, Clerk and Interpreter, Tarawa.,
2. Frenk Highland of Tarawa,

1 Mikaere of Tarawa.

4, Leslic Copeland of Tarawa.

P Ikemawa of QOcean Island,

iy Captain 0, J. Drennen, Gilbert and Ellice

- Defence Force.

' Tirluvc, Clerk and Interpreter in the service of the Gilbert

end Ellice Islends Colony, deposes on oath as follows:-

On September 3rd. 1942, the Jepanese landed at
Betio and occupied it. There were about six ships. On 17th
September, 1942, I heard from Mr, Cleary that the Jepanese
comnander was lcttlng hinm leave Betio and go to stay at Abackoro.
On the same day, Pishop Tecrrienne, Rudolph Mullcr and three
Europeens and two Gilbertese boys arrived by a big Japanese ship.
I understand that they came from Abemama. Nabuti, one of the
Gilbertese boys told me thet they came from Abemama,

Q. Did you see Bishop Terrienne arrive? ;

I saw him, but I did not telk to him, Both he and
Rudolph Muller were guarded by o Japenese soldier with a rifle
and bayonct,

On the 23rd. Septerber, 1941, the Japanese who was
previously working for N,B.K, ot Buteritari and was now in chearge
of the natlve labour under the Japanese at Petio, asked me to
write a letter to Mr. Cleary at Abaokoro to come to Betio, Next
day Lr. Cleary arrived and "Sﬂed rme why he had been sent for. I
told him that I did not know. After he changed his clothes he
went to look for Masibusi. Late on the seme day, I heard that
Mr. Cleary, Mr. Mcrgen and Capntein Hendl cy were taken by the
Japanese to the lunatic enclosure, About 5.30 pn. Masibusi
care to my house, wenting ryself and Chief Kaubure Teurakai to
leave Betlo on a Japanesc ship, early next morning, Next morning

/ we left Betio on a big Japanese ship, accorpanied by a warship

—
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l and one ship carrying equipment for listening for submezrines.
When we approached Beru, the warship first came up to anchorage
at full speed and fired two or three shots. The ship on which
we were travelling then anchored. Then we went ashore on the
launch, The tide was too low to take the launch into the lagoon.
sc the Japenese soldiers jumped into the water and swam ashore.
They could not find the Europeans on the Governrent station, but
only 2 few natives, The Japancse then went separately to look
for the Europeans, Twc soldiers returned to the Government
station with Mr. Sadd, They took hin on board the ship,

Qe Did you seec eny Roman Catholic priest?

A, I saw Father Pouvreau in the District Officer's
house, where the Japanese officer was,

Qe How did the Japancse treat Pouvreau?

A, I did not see. From Beru we left for Tamana,

When the Jepancse landed there, they asked the natives where the
_Europeans were. The natives told them that they werc still in
their house, 6n their way down to see the Europeans, I saw three
Europeans walking towerds then, The Japenese tcok them to the
wireless station. The Europeacns packed their clothes and were
taken on board the ship.

Qo Do you know their names?

A, No, twc were in uniforn and the other was wearing

a lavalava, I heerd that he was a wireless operator. The
Jeranese took them on bocrd the ship. Then the ship went to
Tebiteuea. The Japenese landed on the Government Station. They
asked if any Europeans were there. They found that there were

no Europeans except the Roman Catholic nissioneries. They wanted
to see the priest and the Chinese but only sew onc Chinaman,., The;
had no chance to see the others because aeroplane engines were
bheerd and they hurried back to the ship. When we reached the
ship we went to Kuria. There Leslie Copeland, myself, Mr. Sadd
and the three Europeans were shipped to another ship., Then
Leslie end nyself went cshore with Jepanese soldiers, Other
Japanese soldiers had already landed and were looking for one
nore Burcpean. Not long after they found him, They took the
three Europeans on board,

Qe Do you know who they werc?
A, I do not know their nenes.
Qe Hrd you seen them before?
A, No, Two were wearing uniform and the third one was

wearing a lavalave., After that we left for Tarawe. When we
reached Terawe, we all wcnt ashore, also these Buropeans, We
waited beside the Government store znd the Europeans were taken
away by Japanese scldiers. When the Japanese soldiers errived,
they 211 nmarched to the Japanese commander, Masibusi, Leslie

/ Copelend, Fritz Reiher, Tourekai end nyself followed the soldiers.
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The soldiers lined up in front of the Japanese Cormender's house.
where I saw all the Europeans whom we had brought., They were
handcuffed and tied against eoconut trees., Not long =fter,
llasibusi told Leslie and myself to be ready for the next trip.
That day was 30th September, 1942, On 1lst., October Masibusi
called me and we went on bocard the ship. The ship sailed for
Nonouti. When she reached Nonouti, I went ashore with the
soldiers, They asked the natives where a2ll the Europeans had
run away to on their last visit. They were told that the
Europeans were waiting for then on the Government Station. The
Japanese found them inside the Native Government. Office. They
called then and lined then up end questioned then,

Qe How many Europeens were there?

A, Four, I do not know their neres except for Mr.,
lachrthur. While they lined up one Japencse cane forwerd and hit
then hard on the head with his hend and they fell down. Three
Japenese officers with stripes on their ccllar were watching,
Then they were all taken on boerd and the ship left for Tarawa,

B Did you seec any Lorman Catholic missionaries on the
island?

A, Noe

Qe How were these Europeans dressed?

A, All except liecArthur wore uniform. MacArthur wore

white shirt and white trousers,

After the ship anchored at Tarawz, we 211 landed,
The Europeans were teken away first. Masibusi and I fcllowed the
to the Japanese Corriander's house, The four Europeans were
handcuffed against other trees, The Europeans, whom had been
brought from Beru, Tamana and Kuria, were still there, handcuffed
and tied ageinst the trees. I heard that they had been tied wup
for four days, before being teken to the Lunatic Asylum., A few
days after that I left Betio tc Bonriki and stayed there for
two wecks., One day when I was fishing in the lagoon, an U.S.
warship was shooting 2t Betio from outside. Two U.S. planes
dropped bombs. DNext dey I went to Betio to find out what had
happened. I first heard that all the Europeans had been killed,
because one of then ran away from the Lunatic enclosure., I
heerd that the Jepenese found him and took hin back to the Lunati
Asylun.

Qe ‘After secing the Europesn prisoners =t the
Cormender's house, did you see them again?
A, Yes., I saw ther twice after thet. I think that

I saw the whole lot except Captain Handley and Mr . Machrthur,
They were working, carrying gravel neer the Post Office.

Qe Whor did you recognize?
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L. I recognized lir. Szdd, the three Europeans fron
Teriana and the three Europeens from Kuria and the 3 from Noncuti
I could not recognize the others, except Mr. Morgen and Mr.
Cleary.

About how many were there?

(A

A, About twenty.

Q. How did the Japanese behave to the members of the
Sacred Heart Mission?

A, Sone of the Japenese Officers were kind to then,

but nost were not.

Qo Can you tell me any instances when they were insuls
or badly treated by the Japanese,

A No, but they took from the missioneries all their
food and anything which the Japanese wanted,

. Do you know why the Japenese killed Mr. Sadd and nc
of the Catholic nissicnaries?
A, I tried tc ask Masibusi why the Europeans were
killed, but he only shrugged his shoulders,

Signed by me at Tareswa this sixteenth day of
October, 1944,
(Signed) P. B. TIRIATA.

Before me
(Signed) D. C. I. WERNHAM
Deputy Cormissicner for
the Western Pacific.

Frank Highland, of Terawa deposes on oath as follows:-

My wife and myself were on Betio for three days ,
2 week or two weeks before Betio was shelled for the first time
by a Ue«S. ship (or sub) on October 15, 1942, I saw Reverent
Sadd, one trader, McArthur by name, two New Zealanders in uniforn
(shorts and drill jackets with buttons) two New Zealanders in
civilian clothes, Each one had his hands tied behind his back
by several feet of rope, the other end was attached to coconut
trees, This was in Burns Philips area. The hands of one scldier
were swollen. A Jap went to him and said "Do you want to be
untied a little?" The New Zealznder said "no, you tied it tight,
you can lecave it on as it is." The same Jap went to McArthur
and asked the same question, McArthur said, "Yes it is too
tight", I and ry wife sew then feed a tin of food and a handful
of rice. The®r hands were untied for this, a guard being with
each nan. My wife and I were zbout two fathorms away at the time.,
The same evening it rained. The men slept on the grass under the
trees,
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f// The third norning after that we saw then still

/ tied ups My wife and I were not allowed to go neer then.
Midday that day we saw then locked up in the lunatic asylunr,
Their hands were not tied. We saw Mr. Cleary, Mr. Morgan
eand Caept, Handley with them. Mr. Cleary wrote me a2 letter, tiec
it to a stone and threw it outside the fence, The letter beggec
ne to help them with sugar if I had any or if not, native
rolasses so after I read that letter the Jap saw me and rushed
at re., He tried to hit ne with a big stick. I just walked awa}
I put a mateh to the letter after that. The same afternoon, I
left Betic and ceme over to Eite. I stayed here for a few days
then my wife and I tock back to ther some sugar the Japs had
given ny boy and two bottles of molasses. I threw the sugar
over the fence, Mr. Morgen made signs to re to send a girl we
had with us to go and talk to the guard at the gate of the
enclosure, When the guard was busy with the girl I climbed up
the fence. IMr, Cleary clirbed up inside and I gave him the
two bottles of molasses, Leverend Sadd saw this and got a tin
of biscuits and threw it over the fence to some young boys with
ne ang told them to keep it. The guard saw this and chased us
away. We left Betio then,

Three days after the ship shelled Betio, I heard
the news that they the European prisoncers had been killed and
went down with some native boys. I asked the natives working
there where they were killed, They took re two hundred yards
back of the west side of the lunatic asylur fence. There were
nany Japs around sc¢ next morning at nine I went with Constable
Takaua and saw where the bodies were burned in a Babai pit.
Tekaua watchcd and I went in the pit end lifted up coconut branc
and corrugated iron. The bodies were a2ll partly burnt, I 1lifte
one body with just an arm burnt and showed it to Takaua. There
were no heads on the bodies. I saw another heap in the pit
and under the iron werc the skulls, When I saw this I dropped
the tin. I then kept watch while Teksaua looked. That is 2ll
I have to say.

Q. When you saw the bodies, ¢éid you atterpt tc count
then?
L No. They were covered with corrugated iron and

coconut leaves on top of it.
Signed by me at Tarawa this 18th day of October, 1944,

(Signed) F. HIGHLAND
Beforc ne
(Signed) D, Co I, WERNHAM
Deputy Commissioner for the
/ Western Pacific,
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/ llikaere of Tarawea, Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony, Ceposes
on oath as followss-

Wnen the first United Stetes aeroplenes cene to
Betio, it was at ebout 2 o‘clock in the afterncon. Two United
Stetes aeroplancs bonbed Japanese ships in the port. A1l
the native labourers ren on to the recf., Vhen the two
aeroplenes went eway, the natives returned to the place where
the British Government staticn used to be, I was with the
Bishop in his house. COne of the Japanese went to the natives
end told ther that one of the Europcans had escaped from the
Lunatic Asylun cnclosure, 411 the natives were sent to the
building which wes the office of the Distriect Officer. After
that they were sent beck tc their canp,; becausc the Japanese
said that the Europezan had been caught.

Qe Did you rerain with the Bishop or did you go to
the office of the District Cfficer?

A I went with the other natives to the office of the
District Officer.

Qe Did the Jzpanese seoy who the European was who had
escaped?
L. Nce. The natives 211l went to their camp and I went

to the Bishcp's house. Then one Japencse ceme to us and showed
his swcrd to us. That sword was covered with blcocod. He said
that he had killed the Europeans with his sword.

Qe Did you know who that Jepanese was?

L. I do not kncwy but perhaps sore of the natives
night know, He was not a2 soldier, he used to sit a2ll the time in
the office,

Qo When he cane to the Bishop's house to show his
sword, fror whet direction did he come?
Lo He came fron the direction cf the old native

village., He left us end went tc the former Tritish Governrent
Station. Shortly after 5 pem., I went to cut toddy beside the
Lunatic Asylun. I heard 2 lot of noise and saw a lot of

Japanese inside the Lunatic Asylum enclosure, I wanted to sce
what was happcening sc I went to the hcuse which was formerly used
by the natives looking after the lunatics. When I reached the
house I sew the Europeans sitting in a line insidec the enclosures
Vhile I lcy in that hcusc, thc Europeans being already lined

up, I saw one of the Eurcpgans, it right have been Ceptain
Handley, pulled out from the house by the Japsnese and pleced in
front of the Europeans.,

2 g Was he alive?
A, He was dead., Vhen he was placed in frcent of the

{2

—
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Europeans, he was lying down, covered with blocod. Then one
Jarznese started tc kill the Europcans. He cut off the head cf
the first Europeen, then the secondly then the third, then I did
not see eny nore beceuse I fainted,- When I cerne toy I saw the
Japenese carrying the dead bodies to two pits on the West zide
of the Lunetic enclosurc. I could not sce how riany bodiles
there were. When I was lying in the house, a Japanese €oolie
ran past and fell down close beside, with a tin full of
European clothes, He put the tin down in the house, and

went back tTo help tc cerry the corpses. I took the tin of
clothes end went back to the Bishop{s house. I infornec the
Bishep about the death of the Europeazns. The clothes were
taken from me by other natives, except for onec pair of shorts
and one shirt.

Qe Can you tell the date on which thet heppened?
; I do not rerenber,

£bout how reny Burcpeans did you see lincd up in
tho Lunatic Asylun Enclosurc?

A, I did not ccunt then. There were nore than ten.
Q. Did you rccognize the Japanesc whe cut off their
heads?

A, He was the same nan vho cere to show his sword
to the Bishop,

Qe Were the Jepanese who killed the Eurcpeans
ccolies or soldiers?

Jig They were 2ll coclies,

Qe Do you know who was the Eurcpean who escaped?

fie I do not know, but I heard fron natives that it

was Mr, Cleary.

Did you recogn ze any of the Europesa who were
in the Lunatic enclosure, other then Ceptain handley%

L I rccegnised lMr, Sadd and Mr, Mcirthur. Before
that day I had seen Mr. Cleery and other Eurcpean prisoners
working on the wharf at Betioc. After the day on which I saw
the Buropecans killed, I did not sece any Europeans con Betio
except the Bishop, Father Viallon and Brother Conrad. About
two days afterwards I saw the bodies of the rurdered Eurcpeans,
but it was difficult to see thenm emcng the ashes, for the
Jepanese had burned then,

Signed by me at Terawa this 18th day of
October, 1944,

(Signed) Iliikaere,
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I certify that the above statement was
feithfully interpreted by me and re-interpreted to the witness
before his signature was appended theretoi

(Signed) Ernest Milne,

Before nc

(Signed) D, Co I, Wernhan
Deputy Cormissicner for
the Western Pacific.

Leslie Copeland of Terawa deposes on cath as follows:=-

The Jepenese landed their troops on Betic on
2nd. September, 1942, VWhen they landed Basil Cleary stayed
in his hcouse, Then the Japanese took over iy house and
Captain Handley's house, I stayed in a small house near the
beach. Every night I went to see Mr, Cleary after dark. Then
he told nme that the Japancse were letting him go to stay on
Abaockoro., The next day I saw Mr, Cleary on the beach ready
to leave for Abackoro. That was the last tinme I saw hin,
The dey after that Tirlata and I went on boerd the Japanese
ship and left for Beru,

Qe Why h-rd you to go on board?

J The Japanese told Tiriata and nyself to go on
board the ship. The next day, when we were at sea, Kansaki
told us that we were going to Beru., After two days we ;
arrived at Beru before 6 a.n. We left the ship at about

7 a.n. to go ashore in the launch,

Qe Was there only one ship?

bie One destroyer, one like an A,P,C. and one big
cargo ship. When we went ashore the tide was falling but they
still wanted to go ashore. I tried to get their launch left

" high and dry in thc passage, I did this to give the wireless
cperator ashore nore tine, All the soldiers had to wade ashore,
When we got ashore the wireless house was on fire, The wireless
operator had cleared off, /A flew natives were on the Government
Station, but they told the Jepenese that they did not know
where the Wircless Operatcrs were, The natives told Kansaki
that lir. Sadd and the Roman Catholic Father were at their homes,
Kensaki told me tc gc szhead tc tell the Father and Mr. Sadd i
thet they rmust wait in their houses. When I got to the

Father's house, he was already hiding in the bush., Mr. Sadd

was in his h.use, I told hiik thet the Jepanese were on their
waye 1 returned to the Japanese as Kansaki had told me. When
I reached the Father's place, the Jepanese were there, and the
Fathcr was there. When they had finished telking to the Father
in his house, we went on tc Mr, Sadd's house. When they got
there on the rocad they sent word to Mr. Sadd to come and see
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then there, Mr, Sadd did not come till after the third message
The Jepenese officer could nct speak English »nd Kensaki was
not there. They celled Mr. Sadd & Wireless Opemator. 1
succeceded at last in telling them that he wes a missiocnary.
Then he sent Mr. Sedd with one soldier guercing hin to the
Guvernrnent Station. We continued to the last village in

the ilicrth and then returned to the Government Station. We
left Beru at about 5 p.rm. with Mr, Sadd. We left Beru and
went to Tarmena, Ve went ashore &t Tanena early next morning.
The three Europeans stayed in their houses waiting for the
Japencse,

Qe Do you know their nenes?

Lo No, beczuse the Japenesc would not let us speak
to them. We left Tamena at 2 p,m. taking the three Europeans
with then.

Q. Who were these three BEuropeans?

kL, Two were soldiers and one was an Wireless
Operator, When I reached there, one scldier was in full
uniform, the other was wearing a lavalava, The Jepanese tied
their hends, but in ten rminutes tirme they untied them. The
Japenese told then to get ready and they both left in uniforn
with kit bags. The third European was not in wniform. One

of the soldiers was called “Mack" by the notives. He was
dark, and very tall and strong. We left Tamana for Tabitcueal
We went ashcre at Tabiteuea to lock for wireless. A native
told the Japeznese that there was no Wireless Operator or wirele:
there. The Japanese did not mect any of the Foman Catholic
nissionaries there,; We leit Tabiteuea for Tarswa, but turned
aside tc ccll a%t Xuria. We arrived there in the evening and ons
Jepanese ship wes There before us. We went ashore and ret
Fritz RKeiher and Tourakei there. As soon as we got ashore the
Jepenese from the first ship returned on board with Tourakai
and Fritz. Fritz and Tourakei told us that the Jepeanese had
fcund two of the coast-watchers., In about five nminutes time
we followed the Japenese officcr down the road to the South,
and the Wireless operator and sore natives came to us. The
Jepanese took hinm gboard., He had only a white lavalava.

Qe Do ycu kncw his nane?

[A. NO.

Qe Do you remember what he was like?

L He was thin, and not very tall.

O Were the natives bringing this European tc the
Japanese?

L I could not sey, as I was a 1ittle way behind the

Jepanese officer. About half an hour later we went on board
the other ship, where Fritz znd Toureckeil were. I did not see
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the Europeans on boerd.

Qe VWlere there eny Europeens or nissionaries on
Kuria?
Lo I did nct see any. Fritz and Tcurekgi did not

know thet we were on board till we reached Betio. Next
rnorning we went ashore at Betio with those Europeans, We

were all narched to the house where the Commender of the
Jzpencse was, with those seven Europeans. After we had seen
thet, Konsakl told us thet we could go hore and Tiriata end

I 1ef Lt abcut 4 pe.ni. the Japanese sent word that they wante
me again, I went tc the Japanese corrmander's houses I saw
those Europeans lying or sitting on the ground with their
hends tied behind their backs and fixed to coconut palms.,

Q. How neny were there?
Once before that there were three. The natives

aic that they werc from Abemama. But on that afternoon there
were only the seven which had arrived on the same ship as I
did. The Japanese told me to be ready to leave agein at once,
Kenscki tock us on boerd a ship said by the Japanese to be the
"Katori Maru", the sare ship on which we went to Beru., Next
norning we were off the passage at Abaiang, The ship anchored
close to the pessage and we went ashore in a landing boat.
We slept in Bonriki village. Next norning we went as far as
the Scuth end, with Japanese scldiers scarching in the bush,
We returned to the chornment Station by boat and siept there
that night. Next day the Jepanese narched to the North. We
slept at Takarano village. Next morning the Japanese tried to
get to kibcno, but when we reached the passage the Jzpanese
officer in corrand changed his nind. We returned on 2 landing
boat to the Government Stations As fer as I can renerber we
left for the ship on the same dey.

Qe Did the Japanese find any European missicnaries
there?

On the first day Kensaki went to see the Sisters
at the Catholic seninary with the leader of the Japanese
soldiers. I stayed on tlie road and did nct see any of the
rnissionaries, Next norning Kenseki znd I cycled back to ask
the sisters whether they had any tobacco. When we got there
I heard one of the Sisters rcport to Kenseki thet they had
had a bad time with Jepenese scldiers at night, The Japenese
esked for mptchew and the Sisters threw the ratches down to
ther; but the Jepanese whnted the Sisters to come down to thenl)
When we went North, Kensaki ond the leader cf the Japanese saw
the Fathers at Koinawq. I did not see then, but waited with
the other Japanese in the nein road,

Lfter we left Abaieng we went to Meiana, arriving
in the norning. It was low water and we landed at Tebikerzi.
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The Jepanese walked to the Government Station, Before they
reached there they had been tcléd thet two of the Coast-
Wetchers were at the Government Station and thet one was
hiding in the bush. At the village before the Governnent
Stationy 211 thc Japanese went to the bush to look for that
ren, About two hours later they returned from the bush withow
having founé hin. Sone natives, whem I do nct know told
Kenseki that Meerere knew where the European was., They
questicned the bcy who kept cn saying that he did not know
where the Eurcpean wes, They tied his hand and tock hin to
the Governnent Station. Between the village and the Govern-
rent Staticn one native, whonm I do not know, told Kansski that
he knew thc part of the isiond where the coast-watcher was
hiding. Kenseki tcld the Japancse leader and he sent back
Kensoki with 6 Jepanese the native boy, and nyself. Kansaki
ané two cr three scldiers went on the bcundary of the pilece
of land and ryself, the native boy and two soldiers were on
the other boundary. Ve went right actoss the island., VWhen
we got there the two Japanese saw & big bush, The two
Japanese pointed that they were going to the bush and when we
. were nerching there I walked on sone coconut leaves and I
stood on top of the 1id of the fox-hole withcut knowing it.
The Jepanese heard the noise, turned back and 1ifted the
rubbish up and found the nan there. The Japanese pushed
nyself and the netive aside, and they all ran together., They
took hin with them. This heppened about six and seven p.ni.
We rcached the Governnent Staticn at about 10 p.me Maerere
was still tied up but they let hin locse next morning. The
-two other Europecans had becn taken on the Governrent Station
cn the evening before, The natives said that the Wireless
Operatcer's name was Arthur, and that the man found in the bush
was Leslic and the other nan was Charlie, Between 6 2.,m, and
10 a.n, the Japanese went to sec the Fathers and Sisters., I
saw the Fathers and Sisters on the Government Stationj; I
think thet the Japancse brought then there, We left Mailana
in the afterncon and returned to Tarawa. We reached there in
the evening. Next norning lMasibusi told ne that I could
leave Betic, I rade up ny rind to go and see Captain Handley
Basil Cleary and Mr, Morgan. I tried to approach the lunatic:
asylun, where they were groled, fron the back of the village.
When 1 got close, I saw Basil Cleary inside the fence walking
between two buildings. I %ried to whistle softliy because the
guard was cn the door, but he did not hear., I tried to throw
2 snall stone, but he did not see. I stayed about quarter

of an hour, then I returned slowly. I only saw Cleary. The
serne day I left Betio. That night I sliept at Banraeaba. Then
I left for Abackoro, slept there two nights and went to
Taborio and decided to build ny house there. The sane day a
warship shelled the island. The date was the 15th October,
1942, The sane night sore natives came by canoce fror Betio
end told us that all the Europeans had been killed, On the
29th October, 1942, the Japznese ordered ne to return to Betio,
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Then Masibusi told me that all the Furopeans whce were in priscn
had been killed.

Qe How did the Japeanese trecat the nermbers of the
Secred Heart Mission?
Lo VWhen the Jepanese were coning from Buariki to

Abackoro, they always called at the Mission Station at Teboric.
I think the reasor. was that they wented to get wine fron Father
Grandgeorge. Ceuerally the Japcnese left the Missionaries alone
unless they wished to go through the Father's gear to get
clothing or fish-line,

Q. Can you tell me enything about Mr. llorgan?

A, Before I left for Beru, I saw Mr. Morgan in the
Jepenese Commander's house in the corncr ¢f the verendah, He

was waving his hend to me, I asked when he was golng back to
Beiriki, He repiied "Now", I went tou the ship, but when I got
back he was not in Bairiki and I heerd that he wes in the lunatic
asylun.

Signed by re at Terawa this 19th day
of October, 1944,

(Signed) L, Ccpeland.

Before me (Signed) Do, C., I. WERNHAM
Deputy Cormissiconer for the
Western Pacific,

Ikarmawa cof Ocean Island, Native Clerk In the service of the Gilbert
and Ellice Islands Colony, dcpbses on oath as follcwss~

In 1942 I was at Beru., Jepenese troops lended
at ebout 5.30 a.n. cn Beru on the 29th cf Septembcr, 1942. Mr
Allan L, Teylor ond Mr. Thones C. Murrey were staticned on Beru
as Wireless Operatcrs. On thet day Mr. Teylcr was on watch from
4 a,m, to 8 2.m. When the Jepanese arrived Tckarara assisted Mr.
Taylor to serd the resszages. Then the Japanese shelled thce island.
Mr, Taylor ard Mr. Murrey ran away to the bush at Nuka village,
and told Tekarera to purn the station as soon as the Japenese
lanced,

Qe How cdo you know that?

A, Mr, Teyicr told me, when I saw hin afterwards,
The Japenese lended ot the Government Stetion., 4bout ten of then
went to the Mission Station et Rongorongoe I scw Mr, 4. L. Sadd
in his house, bu* I did not speak to him. Then the Jnpenese cane
bringing Leslic Copeland with then, I ran tc Tabiang, I never
saw Mr, Sadd again. The Japanese 21l returned to their ship in the
evening, Next day (Sundey) I saw Mr., Tevior and lir., Murray.,

They had decided tc escape fron Feru, ucing the Lcndon Misslonary
Scciety launch and tne Government whale-boat, Thcy said thet they
. would lezve at 5 pe.m. thet dey. They asked for three natives to
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go with then and Ccnstable Teikarawa, L.M.S. Teaccher Tarieta and
Ircta were willing to go with them. I went toc Tabiang to ask the
natives to help to cerry the stores to the boats., When I was
there, o netive arrived:-on a bicycle to tcll me that Mr. Taylor
end Mr., Murray were not going, and to tell me to go to
Rongorongo at ebout 7 p.ne I went there,:-and they told me that
they were not going beceuse Pestor Iubili would nct let them have
the London Missionary Society launch, and the Native Government
refused the Governrnent whale-buat, because they were frightened
of the Jepenese, The natives: said that, before he left, the
Jepanesce Cormander told. ther thet the islanc would be shelled if
the natives allowed the Eurcpeans tc leave the island, After
that Mr. Taylor and Mr. lMurray stayed at Rongorongo till the
Jepenese returned on the 7th of Octcber, 1942, On that .day I
went to Kongorcngo to see lir, Teylor and Mr. Murray. A netive
boy ceare fron the Gevernment station to say that the Japgnese had
landed at the Government staticn and wanted to take Mr. Taylor
and Mr, Murray. Mr., Taylor and Mr. Murrey went to meet the
Japenese. They told me not to go with them. -So I went back, and
they went towards the Government station. I never saw then agein,

Qe Diéd you know the names of eny of the other

New Zealenders who were in the Gilbert Islands in 1942% '

Ao There were only twc New Zealanders at Beru,
Mr, Taylor end Mr, Murray. I ¢c not know the names of any of the-
others.

Signed by me at Terawa this 20th day of October,1944,

(Signed) IKAMAWA

(Signed) D. C, I. WERNHAM
Deputy Commissicner for the
Western Pacific.

Before ne

Oliver Jchn Drennan, Ceptein in the Gilbert and Ellice Defence
Force, 2néd resident at Terawe, deposes on oceth as follows:-

I an an Lssistant District Officcr in the
Gilbert Islonds District. According to the records kept in the
office of the District Officcr, Gilbert Islands District, the
following New Zealand personnel were on Coest-Wetching duty in
the Gilbert Islands, at the time of the Japanese occupation:-

At Little Mokin:

Operatcr - M,P. lcQuinn
Soldiers - Pte B. L. liere (64696)
- Pte L. E. He Muller (65006)
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Lt _Butaritardi:

Operator - J. M, Jones.,
Scldiers = J, M. Menzies (36495)
- M., Menzies.

é.\ ; £¢b§. iang ®
Operator - S. R, Wallace.

r

&t Maianas
Operator ~ 4, C. Heenan

Solciers - Pte. Li B, Speedy (64653)
- Pte C. Ji Owen (64606)

£t Kuria:

Operator - Hs K. C, Hearn,
Scldiers -~ K, Jones (64485)
- R.A, Ellis (64382)

At Abemama.
Opcrator - J. J. McCerthy

Scldiers - Ptc., D. H. Howe (640563
- Pte. R, J, Hitchen (63882)

At _Ncnoutis

Operator - A, E. McKenna,
Soldiers - Pte. C. A+ Kilpin (64057)
- Pte. J. H, Nichol (64062)

Lt Beru:

Operators - A, L. Taylor
- T, C, Murrey.

4t _T-nmanas
Operator - C. A. Pecersell

Soldiers - Pte W.L.R.,Parker (64005)
- Pte R, M. McKenzie (64022).

Page 16,

Signed by me 2t Tarcwa tuis 20th day of October, 1544,

(Signed)

Before ne -
(Signed) D, C. I, Wernhan

J. Drennsn,

Deputy Cormissicner fer the Western Pacific,
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\ ~ That 1t is established beyocnc¢ dcubt that the
- said twenty two persons, namely =

l. Reginald G, Morgan 12¢ C. A, Pearsall
2, Basll Cieary 13:L, B, Speedy
3+ Isaac R. Eandley i4:+,Ce J, Owen

4, A, M, MciArthur 13-.D, He Howe

B B b ' 15 ..R, d, Hitchen
o By B 1% R, Jones

79 J. J‘( AT & 3 'L'j, 129 JI".Q :‘r‘:b'lis

8. Hs Re G, Hearn 19, C, A, Kllpin
9. A+ B, McKeana 28.d, H. Nichel
loe A. L. T&&:yrlO.? 210 ‘Nu A. Re- Pal"ker
11, Te Cs Murray 22, R. M, McKenzie

were killed by Japenese at Betio, Terawa on or abcut the fifteent!
day of October, 1942,

/ (Signed) D.C.I, Wernhan
;. Deputy Cermissioner rob the
Ftomc Western Pacific,

20th October, 1944,

i —

:

I certify that the presents typewrittea on this and the

fifteen preceeding pages are a Urne copy of the reccrd of an
Inquiry held at Terawa on the sixzieenth, eightsenth, nineteenth
and twentieth days of October, 1944, under section two of the
Death and Fire Inquiries Ordinance 1924,

At Tarawa, Gilbert and Ellice
Islends Coleny, this nineteenth
day of March, 19460,

(Signed) Ds C, I, Wernhan
Deputy Ccmnissicner for the
Western Pacific,
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NAURU, ISTAND WAKR CHIUES

-

I, SX10334 Mejcr Diuglas Jchn leBAIK ef Arny Headguartcrs.
:Lalhaurnc, reke cath and say:-

3% enn an cfficcr cf the Lustralisn Military Forces.
2y AnnexcC heretc and nerked Exhibit "BY is a true
copy ¢f a repirt by Lt. SAPTAMERTA USLICK and an
affidavit by Mr. TAUA on 11th and 7th December, 1945,
which I have in ny custody in the course of ry cduties,
S The Lrlgln“l rcport end afficdavit cannct be racde
aveilablc irmnec ictﬁly as it is requireé fcr trials
of mincr war crininals,

Sworn before nme at Mcltcurnc this )
27th day of May, 1946, ) (Sgd) Douglas MeBain
Major

(sgd) W, BUNSELL Copt.
&n officer of the
hAustralien Militery Forccs.

SECRET. ;

File No. 1410, Original rcport and Affidavit
forwarded-to 8 1D on 26 Apr,1946 -
Vide AHQ 36378 on filc ON3,

REPOHT OF INVESTIGATION OF ALLLEGED
Weh CHLITES.

11 Decerber, 1945,

CLSE of the killing <f Cclonel b.h Chelners, Dcetcr,
B.H.Quimm, lr. W, Shuzg , T T y Herlicr

R

Lustrelions,

1s This investigation was conducted in confernity with
Cinepeac~Cinepoa confidential letter, seriel 07205, cdatcd 4
Scpteriber, 1945, Ly First Licutenent Thomes Sentanaria, USHCE,
cn Deecenber, 2, 1945,

of Lprticle

2. Thesc acts seer to be in direcet ation
: hnnex to Haue C\ﬁvcntinn No. ¥ of October
1 - 1O 1 DUTCEY o

e (£) The testinony of the witncss exanineé in the
ccurse of this invcstigaticn wes secured thrcough the use of an
interpreter, aftcr the witness had been swern by me., The witness
was given an opportunity tc sign his tcstirony in my prcsence
aftcr such testinony hacd been transceribed and resd toc the witness
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(entlaary Docunent Ne,

in his own languege by the interpreter. The stecnwgr
rcporter and the interpreter were also sworn.

(R) Thc trenscribed testinony ¢f the witness whioze -aie is
bclew listed is hercto attached es an exhibit, the nutbor ol which
is indicated irmmediatcly following the Witness' Nane .

Mr, Tzua Exhibit Nurber_1l.
4 The witness heé visuel cbservaticn cf the deeapitaticon

L]
by & swerd of five Austrelisans on the island cf Nauru. Hec saw
a Japancsc officcr and thrce Japcnese scldiers come wp to the
hcuse in whic¢h the flve victims were residing, ancé he saw the
cfficcr have cech in turn step forwerd and bring his sword down
upcen the ncek c¢f cech, scvering it from the body in each case.
The witness was unable tc fix the date of this incicdent by
refcrenee tc the calender, but knew that it occurred at about
5400 an ¢f the morning following the first 2llicd air strike 2%
NLURU after it had becen occupied by the Japancsec.

B The victirms in this case, Cclonel ¥, K. Cheglners,
Deetor B, He Quinn, Mr, W. Shugg, Mrs Doyle, ané Mr, Herner, are
211 dead, and their burial plzce is unknown,.

6. The only information the witness cculd suprly as to the
Jepanesc invcelved in this cesc was thet there was_ CRGebilimile
officcr =nd three gcldicrs, He recalled thc nere cf the Jepanese
£ITy corrancer on Nauru at the tITiEe as Tekeuchi,

' It appecers from the investigatlion thet the case

involves the deliberate rurcder cf five ellied netionals, possibly
in unlewful reprisel for the first ellled air reil ageainst the
islandé ¢f Neuru. Frch the fzct that there was spparently a
rcgulerly constituted rmilitery detail assigneé to execute the
five victirs, it is possible thgt the responsible Japencse Army
coranc on Neuru crdered the actions It is rccomrended thet the
Japancese Arry cornencers, Takeuchl, be questioned in an effort

to fix further responsibility and to eliclt the nenes of the fcur
Jopanese actually perticipating in the inecident,

(Sgd) T, SLNTAKAKIL
lst. Lt ® USI'ECIL (X
Legal Offilcer,
Investigator,.
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File Nc.
1410, For the WiR CRIIES OFFICE
Judgc Llvoeczte Generélls Uffice -
Navy Dcpartiient,
Unitcc Stetes of Lncrica.

In the notter of the kiliing of Perpetuaticn ¢f Testirmony of
Cclonel FGheChalncrs, lrs Toun, - clvilien on Lot
Adninistratcr of the Islancd Islend, Truk and Centrel
of Neuru, Doectcr BoH. Quinn, Carclincs,

Governnent Medicel Offieccry 13
W Shugeg, Dispcnscrur,
Gevernnent Hespitel, lir, Doyle

an¢ Mr, Herrier, Lustreslicns, :
Tcken at: Foube Village, Tcl Island, "Truk.
Datcs Decerber 24 1945.

Intcrpreter:

Questicns byve

Thomas Senterarie, first licutenent, 032989,
UeSelieCoisy, Base Headquertcrs Compa ny.
(Provisicnel) Islenc Ccrmend, Truk.

Oliver E. Penscn, llcutvnﬂnt (je) 292201,
UeSelNobhioy Militery GevernnmentyIsland
Cormand, Truk,

George C, Lishke, Ccrporeal, 879071, U.S.l.
C.iey Bese Hcﬁaqugruors, C(rpcny
(Prcvisicnael) Islend Corrand, Truk.

lr, Phillip W, Herris, Foube Villege, Tol
Island, Truk.

Thonas Sentaneria, first Lieutenant, 0329 89,
U S.;-.\J .I-L.

ancnt hcehe address end cccupaticone.
Islenc, Gllbert, June 1941 enployed
¢f Neuru tc werk on nining
943, trensported with Neuruans by Japancse
Worked fer Jepancse in the

i Qe Stete ycur nane, pern
!.L . I_T . TE;U@., OnCtCE\\
- and trensferrec by British to Islanc
 phosphatce In July, 1
to the Island of Toly Truks
| ccnstructicn of en air ficld,
Qe What is ycur wer tirc
fia I art e

status?

displaced ecivilian,
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Qe In what locazlities were ycu on duty?

L, I was working on the construeticn cf an air fleléd at
CEei Paran,

/

Arc you fernilier with the eircumstences in the killing
cf Cclonel F, R, Cheln 1c1s, Docter B, H, Guinn, Mr., W. Shugg,
Mr., Dcyle end Mr, Harmer on the Island of Neuru?

.{11 YCSQ

Qs State whet ycu Imow ¢f your cwn knowledge abcut the
incicdent,

L, On the evening cf the first g2llied bonbing of Newvru I

was in the Nauruan village with two Neuruan boys. The plenes
begen bombing lste in the evening. I ran tc the hospital =

the Chinesec loceticn to lccate ry two friencds who were trensferred
with me fronm the Gilkert Islends and were burnt in the unlcoadidg
of Japencse gescline to sce whether they hed been removed to a
place of safcty. When I arrived there was cniy cnc of v friends
pebiné, I esked hin if I eculd help esecort him to a safo plece
and thereafter remained with hik for the rest ¢f the night, After

~ the plancs left we returnec¢ to the hcspital., At deybreak a notor

/.

truck cene alongside the hospitel and I sew fuur Japanese
soldiers, onc carrying a sword snd three with riflcs, enter a2
hcuse clcse to the hcrpit.lc I wos stancding in the cdcorwey

of the hospitasl foeing the house where the Japsnese had stcypeda
One Japencse soldicr opened the door ¢f the house and called for
then to eonc tc the door znd line up before hin ingicde the houses
Thrce Japenese with rifleg stood cutside the docrway of the house
eand the cne with the sword was stancing in front of them. The
Japenese will.lbe sucrd gslled fop.one.of.thon to step closc TG
hipe . Lolonel Fo B o C”"luaﬁs.smcppc( fepwerd snc 1 scw hin stocp
over znd the Japansse T”l%OC his sword wi tn ¢ne hanc and bxcubht
it down cn tnc cotoncl’s neck, His hiead Wes scvercd fron the :
TTET O TS BVl Then DLCtuT Oamna Tir . thlfq W, Harrcr enc
Mr. Shuga stcpred fcIWﬁrP one at a tike anc tnc Jepsbese with
OWurc “fient fﬂrQu“l fbc W Lz }1“<LL“+1C rien. meqtionciwm
“Lfter the cxccuticn I saw cach tody
fulD’ carr1€( tc fHL_mutur fruck ond placed in o lﬁlgc box
tncr01n. The Jepancse with the sword cane UD U Whore I WES

and asked, "herc are the whitc bpn“v uh;lc nc wes wiping blcod
Off hilg swopd T enowerod thet I Cic ot Tmon U thon
inforred rne thet they were all CQj;igéﬁ uey hy.broricen plsnes
curing the nizht. Then tbe'ﬁupg cse crtered the motcr truck
gngl grove cif.

O How fer from the hospitel was the house where thesc
five fAustralisns were stayine¥®

Lo Apprexinately fifty feet,

Qe Was there anytiing betwcen ycu and the hcouse?

A, Koo
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Q. How reny stcries src there tc the hospital?

A Onc,

Qe Wos there 2 fonce between the bospital and hoemsc?

£, Nc.

Qs Di¢ you know whethcer there were eny cfficers in the
croup ¢f Japsncse at the hcuse,

.ho Vobo

Qe How nany?

bie Once The cne wearing tne swerd.

Qs Can ycu rceccgnise o Jepanese officcer when ycu sce one?
Lo Yese :

Qe Jan ycu tcll the differcnce between ¢ Japenesc navy
and arny officer?

[-&C NOQ

Qe Can ycu recognise Jeopancse Ariy cfficoers?

Lo Yes.

Qs Can ycu tcll the difference betwoeen a Jepense Lrny
ncn~ecnnissioned officsr and e cornmissiocned cfficer?

.l‘:&. ” YCSq

Q. Werc the threc Japancse sclédicrs with rifles offiecrs
cr enlisted ren?

Lo Enlisted ren,

Q. Dié¢ you ever sce any of those ren before thet nicht?
Lo oo ¥osy Dany Tines.

3o Where ¢id you see then

L Thcy were sentiries dolng sentinal duty at differeant
pleces in Nauru. :

Qe Do ycu know any of their nancs?

1,.. I‘TLJQ

Q. Can ycu reccgnise ther if ycu see then gpgesin?

.lf... YGS.; y

Qa D¢ you know eny of the cfficirs whe were in cherge of
Japanesc troors cn NHeura 't thettine?

L, Yos,

Qe Whu cid yeu Imow?
b, The «ffiecr in cherge of ell troops.
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0 fthat was his nene?

L, Tekcuchi,

Qe Cculd you rceognise hin if ycu saw hin again.

J Yes.

Qe How neny times dic you sec this nan?

L Crze

Qe Wherc did ycu see hin?

A At the cenelerys

Qe Vho wes being bpuricd?

FAg A fricnd of ninc,

Qo Hew did this man dled

L He waz fatelly burned whilc unloecding gascline fron
Jepanese ships.

Qe Wes this before cor after the air riod?

L. Before,

Qs Eow neny deys before?

L, Less than a nonth,

Qo How did the ship catch fire?

JA I do nct know,

Qe What were ycu ceing et the hcespital?

L, I went there to help rny fricnds whce were poticnts to

seck cover from becmbing.

Hcw long did the bombing lest?
Abcut en houyr,

Was the hospital bonbed?
Koo

Hocw long after the borbing ¢icd you see this incident
teke placce?
Abcut five c¢lecloeck the roraing following the air raide.

Did you recumein eweke 211 night?
Yese

Why?
I was teco frizhtered tc sleep.

Did vou sec the five Austrelians cnter the hcusec the
nizht tefore?
NCo

Did you know these nen?
Yes.
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Qe Did ycu sece any 1icht in the homsce before or aftor the
23y reil?

L Nos

When did yeu see Bhosge men SEhe Ffirvst tine ofter £he
¥

A, In the norning when the Jepcnese cere after then.
s Counldc tic Jepenesc sec you wihile they were at the hcusc!
Lo I den't knewa

Qs Wore you hicine?

b No, I was sitding on & bed elose tc the decrway in
the hospital.

Qe D¢ ycu kncw whether they saw ycou?

L No,

&8 Was it poussible for the Jepanesc” to scc ycu?

Fg Yes

Qe How long after the ineident didé the Japsnese officer
Eone GO Yol

Lo Irnediatcly thereafter,.

Qe . Di¢ ycu nctiece ruch blced ¢n the swurd?

Lo Yes,

Qs What was he wiping his swcrd with?

L, L picec of elckhli,

O Did anycne else sce what ycu saw?

[.Lo I\ch

Qe Wos znyone else close to the Cocr with yoa?

e Noos

Q. Can ycu speak the Japancse language?

L No.

Qs Cen ycu uhderstend it?

bia Yes, 2 11ttle,

{asct) TLDE

Mr P T?u?

Tol Island, Truke.
Tols Island,
Iruk and Centrel Czrclines.

s

Iy, Mp, Tewe, of lawful age; being duly swern on cath,
stcte thet I have read the fcregceing trgnscrlpthh cf T
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inferrogeticn and all anssers contained therein are true tc the
best ¢f my knowledze and belicf,

i

(sed) ~TAUL
Mr, Tauva,.
Subscribed and sworn t¢ befere me this 7th day of December, 1945,

(sgd) T. SANTAMARIA
1sts, bt,, USHCR,

Tot Istand
Truk znd Centrel Carclines.

I, Mr. Phillip W. Harrls, of lawful age, bteing duly
sworn upon cath state that I truly trenslated the questions
asked and answcrs given and thet after being transcribedy 1
truly translated the foregoing deposition containing 5 pages, to
the witncssy thet the witncss thereupon in ny prescnce affixed
his signature thercto,

(Sgd) PHILLIP W. HARKIS
Mr. Phillip W. Harris.

Subscribed and swern to befcre me this 7th day ¢f Decerber, 1945.

(sgd) T. SANTAMARIA
T, Sentarmaria
1ste Lte DSHER
Legal Officer.

I, T. Sentameria, first licutenant, 032989, U,S.M.C.R., certify
that on 7th December, 1945, perscnally eppeared before me Mr.
Taua, and gave the fouregeing #nswers tc the several questicns
set forths that after his testinony had been transcribed, the
said Mr, Teue recd the sere and effixed his signsturec theretc
in iy prescnces,

Place: Tcube Villege, Tcl T, Santaparia
Truk & Central Carelincs, T. SANTAMARIA

Date: 7 Decerber, 1945,

lstc Lta USI\ECI\ .,
Island Ccrmend, Truk.

Fingerpring of lr., Teua, witncss., Fingerprint cf Mr. Phillip
W. Harris, Interprter,

This is thc document rarked Exhibit "B" referred to in the Affi-
davit of 8X10334, liejs De Jo McPain, AH.Qey sworn before me this
27th day of lMay, 1946, as bcing procduced and shown to him at

this time of his swearing his said Affidavit.

A\ {Sgd( W. PUNSELL Capt,
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NAURU ISLAND WA CHIUES

T, £X10334 Mejcr Diuglas Jochn MeBAIN of Arty Hezdguertcors.

Eh(lkburnc, reke cath and says-

e I ant an cfficer-cf the fustralien Militery Forees.
2 Anncexed hereto and marked Exhibit "BY is a true
copy ¢f a repirt by Lt. SARTAMIRTLA USHCE and an
affidavit by Mr, TAUA on 11th and 7th December, 1945,
which I have in ny custody in the ccurse of ny duties,
3% The criginal rcport and affidavit cannct be rade
aveilable imnediately as it is requirec for trials
of minor war crininels,

Sworn before ne =t Mclbcurne this )
27th day of Mey, 1946, ) (8gd) Douglas lMecBain
Major

{sgd) W. BUNSELL Copt,

An officcr cf the
Lustralien Militery Forccs.

SLCRET,

File No, 1410, Original report and Affidavit
forwarded to 8 1D on 26 Lpr,1946 -
Vide AHQ 36378 cn filc ON3,

LEPOKT OF INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGED
Weh CHILES,

11 Decenber, 1945,

CLSE cf thce killing ¢f Cclonel F.. Chelners, Dcetcer,
B.HQuim, k>, W, Shuze, ¥r, Dcyle, and Mr, Hazrnocr,
lustrelians,

le. This invcstigation was concducted in confernity with
Cinecpae~Cincpoa eccnfidentiasl letter, seriel 07205, cated 4
Scpterber, 1945, Ly First Licutensnt Thomes Sentenaria, USICE,
cn Deccnbker, 2, 1945,

24 These acts scer toc be in dircet vicletion of Lriiele
46, innecx tu He_uc Cenventicn No,., 1V, of Octcber, 18, 1907, as
well as constituting the felony of rmurder.

34 (£) The testircny of the witness exanined in the

ccurse of this investigaticn weas sceured thrcugh the use of an
interpretcr, aftcr the witncss had been sworn by re. The witness

was gilven an opportunity te¢ sign his testinony in my presence A
aftcr such testinony had teen transerited anéd read tc the witness

B .




\
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in his own languege by the interpreter, The stencgrail
rcporter and the interpreter were also sworn,
(B) The trénscribed testinony of the witness whoe ~2n6 Is

bclow listed is herete attached es an exhibit, the nucbor ol whieh
is indicated irmmediately following the witness' neme.

Mr, Teua Exhibit Nurmber_l.

. The witness haé visusl cobservaeticn cf the decepitaticn
v a swcerd of five Austrelians on the island of Nauru., He saw
Jopencse officcr and three Japenese scldicrs come up to the
hcuse in whic¢h the five vietims were residing, anc he saw the
cfficcr have cech in turn step forwerd and bring his sword down
upon the ncek c¢f cach, scvering it from the body in each case.
The witness was unable to fix the cdete of this incicdent by
refcrence tc the celeondar, but knew that it occcurred a2t about
5«00 am ¢f the morning following the first a2llicd .air strike =%
NLURU after it hed been occupied by the Japanese,

v

o

5 s The victirs in this ease, Cclonel ¥, R. Chelnersy
Deetor By He Quinn, 1, W. Shugg,y Mre Doylec, and Nr, Harner, are
=211 dead, and their burial plsee is unknown,

By The only information the witness cculd supply as to the
Jepanese involved in this casc was thet there was oné Lrny
officer #né three scldicrs. He recalled the nere ¢f the Japanese
Arry correancder on Neuru at the time as Tekeuchi,

7 e It zppesrs fron the investigation that the cease
involves the deliberate rurcder c¢f five e2llied netionals, pcssibly
in unlewful repriszl fcr the first eclliecd zir reid agazinst the
islané of Neuru., Fron the fact that there was epparcntly a
rcgulerly constituted military detall assigned to execute the
five vietins, it is possible thgt the respcnsible Japencse Arnmy
corrand cn Neuru ordered the action. It is rcecorrencded thet the
Jepenese Lrry cornender, Takeuehl, be questioned in an effort

te fix further responsibility and tc elicit the nemes cf the fcur
Jopanesc actually perticipating in the incident,

(Sgd) T, SLNTANAKIA
lsts Lt USHMCL,,
Legel Officer,

Investigateor,
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File No.
1410, For the WiR CRINES OFFICE

Judzc Lcvoecaic Generzlls Office -

Navy Dcparticnt,

Unlted Stetcs ¢f Apcriea,
- s T e T o
/ In thc maticr of the killing of Perpetuaticn cf Tcstinony of
[ Cclonel FGheChiclrors, Ir, Tema, civilien on Tel

Administr‘tcr

of the Igizné

Islend, Truk and Ccntrel
Carclines.

of Neuru, Dccter B.H, Quimn,
Governnent Medicel Offiecr,; lre
W. Shugg, Dispcnscrcr,

Gcevermmens Hespitel, Iir, Doyle

and Mr, Hermer, LbStI”]'FPSg
J=ken at: Foube Village, Tcl Island, Truk.

Date: Deccrber 24 1945,

In the Presence c¢f: Thomas Sentanarie, first licutenant, 032989,
U. S,L.C.h., Base Eeacqu<rtcrs Conpany .
(Provisicnel) Islenc Ccriand, Truk.,

Oliver E. Penscn, licutcnent (J;) 292201,
UeSeNoEey Military Geverm:icnt,Isleand

Cormend, Truk,

George C. Lishka, Ccrporal, 879071, U.S.l.
CJhi.y, Besc Headguerters, C<rp any,
(Prcvisicnel) Island Corrand, Truk,

Interpreter: Ir, Phillip W, Herris, Foute Villege, Tocl

Islancd, Truk,
032989;

Questicrs bye Thoras Santanaria,

U So& .u.I:l.

first Lieutenant,

Qs
£5

-y pernencent hchie address and cecupeaticne
Ir. Tﬂug, OnutgL Islend, Gilkert. June 1941 enployed

. and ftrensfcrred by British to Islanc of Neuru to work on nining

i phosphatc, In July, 1943, trensported with Nouruans by Japenese
' t¢ the Islend of Tul, Truk, Worked for Jepancse in the

| ccnstructicn of an 2ir ficld,

-

{
b

Qe

“

fis

What is ycur wer tirc status?
I an a displaced civilian,
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Qo In whet lccalities were ycu on duty?
L I was working on the. cunstruceticn cf an air ficld =t
e Paren,

r" .

/ Qe Are you ferllier with the elremmstences in the killing

of Cclonel F. E, Chelners, Doctor B, H, Quinn, Me. W, Shugg,
Mr, Dcyle end Mr. Hermer on the Island cof Neuru?

Lo Yeso

Qs State whet ycu !mow of your cwn knowledge abcut the

incicdent,

A, On the evening cf the first allied bombing of Neuru I
&

was in the Nauruan village with two Nauruan boys. The planes
begen bombing lete in the evening. I rean tc the hospitel at

he Chinese loceticn to lcecate iy two friends who were trensferred
with mec frcom the Gilbert Isionds ané were burnt in the unlcoading
of Japencsc goscline to scec whether they hed been removed to a
place of safcty. When I errived there was only cne of ny friencs
behind, I esked hinm if I could help escort hin to a safc plece
and thereafter remained with hik for the rest ¢f the night, After
the plancs left we rcturned to the hespital. 4t deybreck s notor
truck cane alongside the hospitel and I saw four Japanese
soldiers, one cerrying a sword and tkrce with riflcs, enter a
hcuse elose to the hospitel. I was stancding in the ccorwey

of the hospital facing the house where the Japenesc had stcpped.
One Japanese scoldicr opcned the door ¢f the housce and called feor
then to cornc to the cdoor end line up before hir inside the house.
Threc Japenesc with rifles stood cutside the dccrway of the heouse
end the cne with the sword was standing in front of them. The
Japenesce with the sword celled for cne ¢f then tc step close o
hin, Colcnel F. Rs Choluners stepped fepwecrd =nd I saw hin stocp
over and the Jepencse raised his sword with one hanc¢ and brcught
it down on the colonel®s neck, His head wess scvercd fron the
rest of his bodye. Then Dcetor Quinmg Me, Doyle, Mr, Hermcr and
Mr. Shugg stcpred forward cne at a tire end the Jepanese with the
sworeé went through the sorne nmoticns until 211 the ncn menticned
kad 2ll been Cdccapiteted, After the exceution I szw cach tody
being carriecd tc the notur Truck and placed in 2 large box
therein, The Jepancse with the sword cene up tTc where I wes

and askecd, "Wherec are the whitc men", while nc wes wiping blood
off his sworc, - I answercd tanat I dic¢ not know, He then

inforred ne thet they were 21l carricé owey by Arcericen planes
éduring the night. Then the Japsncse c¢itered the motor truck

and drove coff.

Qo How fer fronm the hospital was the house where these
five Austrzlisns were stoyihg?

L, Lpprexinetely fifty feet,

Qs Was therc anything bectween ycu and the hcuse?

A Koo
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Qe How reny stcries arc there tc the hospital?
his Onc,
Q. Was tizere @ fonce beiween khe Pospitel and hcousc?
& Nc.
Qe Dic¢ you know whether there were eny officcrs in the
grcuap of Jﬂp ncse at the hcuasc,
.ho €S
Qe How nany?
£ Onec . he cne wearing the swerd.
Q- Cen you rcecgnise a Jepanese officcr when ycu see one?
Lo Ycse
Qe Jen ycu tell the differcnce between & Japenesc navy
and arny officer?
A No.
Qe Can ycu reccgnise Jepancse Arry cfiiccrs?
fis Yos.
Qs en you tcll the difference betwocen a2 Japense iLrny
ncn-ccnnic51fn(d officsyr and. g cornmissicned cfficcr?
ha - Yes.
Q. Werc the threc Japenese scldéicrs with rifles officers
oF enlisted ren?
Lis Enliste? ren,
Q. Di¢ yocu ever sece any ¢f thcose ren befecre that nizht?
Lo ¥ dos, rany Tinese
Qe Where ¢id ycu see thep?®
& s Thcy were sentries ccing sentinal cduty at different
pleces in Nauru.
Qe Do you kncew any of tkheir nancs?
1_ Y I\T'\J "
Qe Can you rcecgnise ther 1f yeli see then agein?
Lo Yes.,
Qs Do you know any of the cifiecrs whe were in cherge of
Japencse trcoors cn Neuru at thettine?
L ¥es

O 3 \Vh L

“

¢id ycu kmow?
s The «ffie

cr in chn ree of ell troopss
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Qs What wes his nane?

.A.' TEkOuChi °

Q. Cculd you rccognise hin if ycu saw hin again.

A, Yes.

G« How neny times did you sec this ran?

L. Cnze

Qs Wherc did ycu sec hin?

&, Lt the ceuetlerys

B ¥he wes being buried?

Ay A firlenéd of rime.

Qo Hew did this man die?

Ao He waz fat elly burned while unloecding gasoline from
Jepancse ship

(e Wes this before or zfter the air riacd?

Lo _ Before,

Qs How neny deys before?

A, Less than a2 ronthe.

Qe How did the ship cateh fire?

o I d¢ nct xnow,

Qe What werec you ccing et the hospitel?

L, I went there to help ny fricnds whco were peticnts to
seek cover from benmbing.

Qe Hcw long did the bombing last?

Lo Lbout en hour,

Qo Was the hospital bonhbed?

L. Koo

Q. Hcw long after the bombing ¢ié you sce this incicdent
teke placc? A _

L, Abcut five c'elock the roraing fcllowing the air raide.

Qo Did yov rcnein aweke £l1 night?

A, Yeso,

Qo Why?

Lo I was teco frizhtened to slecep.

Q. Dié wvou sece the five Australians cnter the hcusc the
night refore?

A Noo

Qe Did yocu know thecse nen?

A, Yes.

| T LR R e S S
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Qe Did ycu see sny 1izht in the hoasce beforec or sfter the
eir reid?
L No, .
Qe When did yocu sce those men the first tine ofter the
air paid?
&, In the nerning when the Jepenese ceorie 'after then,
Qe Conlé tic Jepesnesc see yeu while they were at the hcuset
£N Edon't kncwa
Ble = ° Werce ycu. hicing?
Ao No, I was'sitiing on a bed elose to the docrway in
the hospital.
Qe D¢ ycu kncw whether they saw ycu?
Lo Noe
Qe Was 1t possible for the Jepanesce to sce ycu?
fie Yes,
Qe How Yeng after the ineident did the Jepsnese officer
eore to ycu.
Le Irmcdiately thercafter,
Qe Did ycu netiecc ruch blced cn the sword?
Lo Lo
Qe What was he wiping his swcerd with?
L, E plecde cf eloth,
Q. Did enycne else sce what yeu saw?
L No, :
Qs Wos znyone else clese te the docr with ycu?
B Nos ;
3 Cen ycu speak the Japancse language?
. = =
La Nce
Qs Con you understend it?
Foe ¥esy v 1ittle.

(s} TLOA

¥r. Tcue,

Tol Island, Truk.
Bl I8¥and,
Truk gné Central Carclines,

e =

{ I, ¥r., Toua, of lawful spes beibg culy swern on Cabhy
/ state thet I have read the feregeing transeripticn of ny
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1ntcrrcget1un and all anssers contained therein are true tc the
‘best of rny knowledze and belicf,

(sgd) -TAUL
I, Tauna,
Subseribed and sworn t¢ before ne this 7th day of December, 1945,

(sgd) T. SANTLMAKIA
1st. Lt., USHCR.,

Tot Fstomnd.
Trak and Centrzal Carcliness

I, lir, Phillip W, Harris, of lawful age, teing duly
sworn upon cath state thet I truly trenslatecd the questicns
asked and answcrs given and thet after being transcribed, 1
truly transleted the foregoing deposition containing § pages, to
the witncssy thet the witness thereupon in ny prescnce affixed
his signature thercto.

(Sgd) PHILLIP W. RARKIS
Mro, Phillip W, Harris.

Subseribed and swern tc befcre me this 7th day ¢f Decerber, 1945.

(sg@) T. SANTAMARTA
T. Sentarmaria
1st « Lt . USMCK
Legal Officer.,

I, T. Santameria, first lieutenent, 032989, U.S.M.C.,R., ccrtify
that on 7th December, 1945, person(IWy appeared before me Mr.
Teua, andé gave the forcgeing #nswers to the several questicns
set forth; that after his testinony had been trenscribeéd, the
said Mr, Teue recd the sare and affixed his signature theretc
in Ty prescnces

Place: Tcube Village, Tcl T, Santaparia
Truk ¢ Central Cerctlinese T. SANTAMARIA

te: 7 Deceriber. 1945,

1st. Lt. USHCE.,
Islend Ccrizand, Truk,

Fingerpring <f Mr, Taua, witness, Fingerprint ¢f Mr. Phillip
W. Herris, Interprter.

This is thc document marked Exhibit "B" referred to in the Affi-

cavit of SA10331 Meje. Ds Jo McPain, L H.Q., swocrn before me this

27th day of Yay, 1946, as tcing produced and shcewn to hin at
\\\this time ¢f his sweering his szid Afficdavit,
\

N : (Sed( W. PUNSELL Capt,

/

S
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NAUEU TSLAKD WLR CRILE

/’ —

' I, SX 10334 Major Dougles Jchn MePAIN of Lroy

/ Heedquertcrs, lMclbcurne, make cath and says s S
Te I e en officcr of the Australisn Militsry Forces.
25 Lnnexcé hereto and narked Exhdbit “A" is a true copy -
of 'a stetenent by Lce Cheng Wong on wbich I havc in®
rny custody in the ccurse of ry duties.
3 .. The originzl signed stetement cannot bc nede QVﬂllﬁblc

“irmedietely es it is required for trials  of nincr wer crininals.

Sworn beforc re st Mclbcurne this ) iR
27th day of ‘Mey, 19456, ) (8gd) Doug 1ﬁs LcB in' (Mejor)

(Sgc) W. BUNSELL Capt. , iR o
in officer cof the Australiasn ' b azh

Militery Fcrees.

AN S S

LEE @HONG WONG - Hcouscboy tou Ccl.., CHALIERS states:
: . : . e e e
The Japenese -first put me in thc Chinese settlenent. . I..cocked:
for ‘the five whitc ren and fodk:the food in tc then thrcc tines
per fays® .1 repcrber the Amcriccn boribing raid sbcut 8 c!clock
on 25 Mar, 43,. The borbs fell a long way awey ITcn Ihe House
.where Col CHALME.S -was ipprisoncd and the hcusc was nct d"mcgcd

P

a - e L'ClCCk the rext morning I went to Ccl.e CHALMEBS'
hcuse end there wns a-Jdepancse. Guard at cach docre They asked
rie, why 1 had ccmo.- I»said YBeeause I on the Douscboy". . It was

told I eould come insicde. I went inside the house and fouﬁd 21l
the white ren had gonec, o < S

411 Col CHALIMERS! clothcso were. there thcre except his
pylJanas. I locked in kMr. Harmer's drawer and found his razcr
there, ‘1 a2sked the Jzpanese gu??ﬁg“wﬁrfﬁwtﬁc WHite Ten Wwerc but

- ¥hey woeuld not tell nme., At-8 o'eloek I went down to draw the
raticns for the Burcpeans and they told re "No nore."

All the Eurcpeans were in thc hcuse the previous night.
They werc all well except Dr, Quinn who could not walk, 411
clothins belongings to the cther four whites wes still in the
hcuse when I went thc next nmorning, Prior to thls tine the:
Japancse had only cone guerd cn the house.

When I went tntc the hcuse at 7 o'clock that mornilng
there was a long smcar ¢f blcod on the floecr from the positicon
in whieh Dr, Quinn usuﬂlly slept, the length of the rcon to

{ the lower dcor as if a2 body hed becn draggeé elong the flcor.,.
1

.
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I wes afraid to ask the Jenanese the reason for tbh:
bloods I could not recognisc any of ihe guards row. They
changed every two hcurs. The last time I saw Col. Charbers was
when I took hinm his evening rneal on the night ¢f 25 March, 1943.

This is the dccument marked Exhibit ®A" referred to in the
Affidavit of SX10334, Mej, D, J. MeBain, A.H.Q., sworn beforec ne
this 27th day of lMey, 19464 as beingproduced and shown to hinm
at this time of his swearing his said Affidavit.

(Sgd) W. BUNSELL Capt.
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OCEAN ISLAI'D WEER CiILES

I, SX10334 kajor Douvgles John MeBAIN of Army Headquarters,
lielbcurne, make oath and say:

l. I am an officer of the Austrelian Mllltary Forces.

2. Annexed hereto and marked Exhibit !B' is a true copy of
31/51 hust., Inf. Bn (A,I.F,) Nauru-Ocean Island Force,
Investigationd relating to faete of Europeans on Ocean
Island made on 19 Oct, 1945 which I have in my custody
in the course of my duties,

2, The original above mentioned document cannot be made available
immediately as it is required for trials of minor war
criminals,

Sworn before me at MELEOURNE ) 4
this 27th dey of Mav, 1946, ) (sgd) DOUGLAS licBAIN Me jor,

(Sgd) W. BUNSELL Capt.
En officer of the
Austrelien lMilitary Forces,

31 /51 AUST, INF, BN (LIF) SECHLET
NAURU OCEAN ISLAND FORCE <] wct, 45,
Exhibit 'B!

i 1ONS RELATING TO FATE OF
EULOFBALS PN _OCEAN ISLAND,

The followilng investigation was conducted on NAURU ISLAND at
the direction of the Ililitary Commander by questioning natives of
OCELN ISLAND whomhad been transferred during Jap occupation of
both islands. The natives guestioned were DAVID MURDOCK,
KATANGITANG and KIATRKA, OCEAN ISLANDELS, on 19 Oct. 45.

On 20 Oct. 45 three other witnesses,; NANTA, CHALLIE end
MOTL, were interrogated,

DAVID IUnDOCK, GILBERTESE, STATES:-

I left OCEEN ISLAND in July, 1943, I found the Japs to be
very hersh and cruel.

There were six Europeans on the island:

lir o CARTWEIGHT

Mr . MELCER

Mr, COLE

Mr, THIRD

Father PUJEEET and
Catholic Erother.,

S e s e e
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The first four Euronesns were imprisoned and were moved about
various placcs of irpriscioment.

Father PUJELET and the Lrother were not imprisoned,

They werc all treated harshly. I often saw Japanese Officers
beating lLr, CALTWRIGHT, lMr. MERCER and lir, COLE, but not lr.
THIED, with sticks and struck on the face angd Jaw. They were
very thin and unhealthy and suffering from all the indignities
and lack of food. Iir, CARTWRIGET died on Good Friday 1943 as
a result of starvation. He was buried in the European Cemetery
at OCllA, one of the natives present was Sjt/llajor NAPE. The
grave was marked with a stone pillar. I know where the grave is.

Mr, MERCER died shortly after lir, CAKLTWKIGHT, probably a few
months, After Ir., CARTWREGHT died the Japanese continued their
i1l treatment of the remaining Europeanse .I saw lMr. MERCER a
few davs before his death, but did not speak to him, Other
natives and Japs told us that lir., MEKCER had died, I was told
he was buried by the Japs at TAPIWA,

A few months later I left for INAURU ISLAIID, Prior to leaving
I was questioned by the Japs in the Powetr House as to the
whereabouts of certain spare parts which the BPC had buried,
These parts were essentisl to start the Power House, I refused
to give the information to the Ja

Jap Commander—DoVAMAywho then
called in soldiers, who beat me‘yigg_gg_;;gg_ning, and threatened
TEe Wit T1Ile and sSword. 41 was ordered outside, I could not
walk, but crawled out. Ilir. COLE, who was waiting outside was
called in and llkeW1se questioned. I saw them beating Mr. COLE

v i inches diameter by-Z-feet long.
Ir« COLE's nose was bleedlng0 That was the last time that 1
saw Mr. COLE,

Qe Were the other Europeans alive, when Mr, MERCER died.

A. Yes, besides lir, COLE, there was lir, THIKD, who I never saw
i1l treated and appearcd to be in good health. Fathker
PUJEBET and the Brother (BRUM.ELL) were on the island, but
neither were imprisoned. I d8id not see the Clergy ill
treated, althcugh I had heard of indignities against them,

Q. Is there any one else on the island, who knows what happened
to the remeining civilians,

A, Yes, KATALKCITAGG, who is at present on NAULU may know.

Qs Were you ill treated prior to the incident you have mentioned
(beating in the Power House)
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A. Yesy I was teken prisoner on the first day and then after
questioning was released.

Q. Vhy did they arrest you,

A, Because I was mistaken for a Europcan, (Mr, LMURDOCK is half-
caste and has pronounced European features),

Q. What questions were you asked.

A. Where was the Austrelian money, to which I replied I did
not KOV e o
A few months later I was questioned again as to the where-
abouts of certain BPC machinery, I denied all knowledge and
was beaten with a stick. I was crdered not to leave my
village at OOIA and was confined there.

Qe Were you continually confined there.

8., Yes, except when under escort for working parties did I leave
the village. We wcre engaged in digging trenches, building
‘/,,~emplacements etce,

'/ .

I

Qs Do you know cof sny atrocities perpetrated against other
natives, whilst you were there?

A, The Japs first landed in A
they landed threeg QCEAN TSLALDERS T .
ROLERT were beheaded in,thnAnative,cemete;y_forngzgglingJ

1942, fbout 6 months after
i 6 moths pig

-

ATT theimative inhabitants on the island were ordered to
witness this execution and were warned that a similar fate
awaited those who did not attendy I did not see the first
two, but did see KOLELRT beheaded. The Jap Commander, DANURA,
was rresent and the executioners were soldiers.yg? officers.

Qe Were the natives tried before executions,
A, Yes,
DAVID MNURDOCL COITINUESE

About Mayv, 1943, the Japs had completed the construection of an
ctric wire around OOLA POIL Three native prisoners, named
KAUBAEA, iTAliGy all Gilbertese, were taken from
the native prison. hese three natives were dressed in military
uniform and taken to the water's edge, facing the wire, and the
winner of the race would gain first prize, which was a trip to
KUSAI in the CALOLINES.L(At this time food was scarce on OCEAN
and prospects at KUSAI was considered very bright). The natives
sterted the race and as they touched the wire they were
clectrocuted,

e e

-«

g 1

e
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Q. Do you know the names of any Japs witnessing this event.
Noy, I will find out.

ol
.

What did they do to the native bodies.,
I do not know,

"

Who was the Jap Commander at this time,
DOYAIA

) B
L J

Were there any other atrocities.
Not that I know of, there may have been, '

. ©

Was Ir, CARTVEIGHT ond Mr,., MERCER dead hefore this happened.
Yes., Not long before.

- °

How did you find conditions on NAULU compared to OCEAN,
Much better, although the Japs were cruel on NAURU, it was much
worse on OCBEAN, DBeatings and severity was much more common,

=0 PO O

o o

Q. What was the name of the boat you came over in.
A, IKUDA VMARU about 7,000 tons, We left OCEAN at 1700 hours one
day and arrived NAULU 04G0 houts the next morning.

Qe Who were the Jap Commanders whilst you were on the island.
Lo (1) DANURA (? TANIURA)
(2) DOYANA (? TOYAMA)
MATAKE 2 1/c

Qe Did you see HATAKE perpetrate any cruelties.,
A, He mey have, being second in command,

\ Questioning of KATANGITANG a native of OCEAN, who was brought
| over to NAULU by the Japs, approximately Sept. 1943.
S e
This native gave similar answers to the questions above.
R
| Q. Wereeyou ever maltreatcd on OCEAN ISLAND,
A, Yes, once I went to retrieve a broken husk of pawpaw in front
f the No. 1 Jap Doctor's dwelling., He saw me and beat me
W ock 2 I fell down after about twenty strokes,
Three times I fell down, receiving about 60 strokes in all,

Qe YWhen did you leave OCEAN,

A, About one or two months after MURDOCK

Q. Were the remaining four Europeans alive when you left,

A, The Father had died before I left. I do not know whether lr,
COLE or Mr, THIRD were alive or not. The Brother was alive,

Q. How ¢id the Father die, ]

A. I heard from the Brother that Father PUJEEET who was quite

well and not sick had been taken to the hospital and opecrated
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-

i on in the stomach. He was not seen again. The Brother told us
| thet the Japs had killcé the Father,
Qs Do you know where Father PUJEBET is buried,
A, No,

. Can you remember exact date when the Father died.
A, No, a few weeks before I left,

Q> Did any further OCEAN ISLANDEKS come over after you left,
A, Ko, our ship was the last, about forty of us. It was a big
shipo

Q. And who were the remaining Europeanse
A, Mr., COLE and the Brother I sawe I did not see lr. THIRD,

Q. When was the last time you saw lMr. THIRD,
A, About three months before I left.

[ e

\ Q. Did you ever see Mr. THIKD i1l treated.
A, No. i

Qe Did you sce the other Europeans being ill treated,
A, I saw Mr, COLE, being imasén and the others forced to do hard
1 1abour,

Q. Do you know the names of any Japs, who committed any cruelties,
A, Noy, I don't know their names, they were all cruel, The name
of the officer, who tock the Father away was KOTSUA,
| Q+« When was the last time you spoke to the Father,
' A, About a week before he was taken away. He told me that this
' officer KOTSUA was continually pestering him, calling in at
his house, scarching through the trunks and rooms snd often
spitting in his face.

Qe What actually did the Brother tell you,.
A, He said thet the Father had died, and he thought that he had
Teen murdered,
. What aid KCTSUA do.
I do not know. He wore two stars.

Q

A,

Qe How many natives remained on the island after you left,

A, About 50 to 60 married, 160 single. We were told that the
50 married families were to go to the CAROLINES, whilst the
160 single were to remain, We were told they were going away
for a week after we left.
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Ihis is the document marked Exhibit !'B! refcrred to in the
affidavit of SX10334, Maj. D, J. lcBain, AHQ, sworn before

me this 27th dey of May, 1946, as being produced and shown to
him at this time of his swearing his said affidavit,

(signed) W. BUNSELL, Capts
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OCEAl: _ISLAND WAR CRIIES ‘Exhipit "A"

I, SX 10334 Ilajor Douglas John IlcBain of Aemy Headquarters,
llelbourne, make oath and say:

de I am an officer of the Australian Military Forces.

S Annexed hereto and merked Exhibit ! ! is a true copy of
The Interrcgation of KABUNAKE on which I have in
my custody in the course of my duties.,

ge.: L The original avove mentioned document cannot be made

available immedistely as it is required for trials of
minor war criminels,

Sworn before me at Melbourne )
this 27<th day of May, 1946 ) Signed Douglas licBain, HMajor
(signed) W. Bunsell Capt.

An Officer of the

Australian liilitary Forces,

EXHIBIT 'A!

INTERHOGATION OF KABUNARE

My name is KABUNARE and I am a native of NIKUNAI ISLAND,
I am 20 years of age and single, I signed on with the British
Phosphate Commissiozers during the "TRIESTAM™ recruit at OMOTOA
ISLAID about 18 months before the Japanese came to OCEAN IS.

24 liy work on OCEAN IS before the Japanese came was on the
cableway.

3e During the Japanese occupation I was employed as a fisherman
and lived at TABWEWA V*¢lage. We fir¥ed from early in tke morning
until about 3 pm. Usually two men per canoe. ghe Japansse
collected all the fish, but oniy cccasicnally gave S a_ 11ttle for
_OUr Owm use, Sowutsmes tihe-Japzese Ccame down to the shore to T
meet us coming in but usuelly we took the fish up to them., The
Japanese to whom I tock the fish was ("OCHISAN" ~ phoenetic
spelling). If we did not catch any fish we were slapped on the
face, ;

4, I knew NABETARI who was also a fisherman, I did not hear
that he was planning to escape, but I heard after he had gone. 1
heard that three canoes had got away and thought that the Japanese
would catch them,

Sie There were no Europeans alive when NABETALI left OCEAN IS,

B The Europeans I remember on the Island were lir, CARTWRIGHT

who died of malnutrition, Mr. COLE, lMr,., THIRD, Mr., MEKCEEL,

Father PUJEEET and the Brother., I do not know where Mr, CARTWRIGHT
was buried,

RN,
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i I once saw Mr, COLE outside his house at TABEWA working in
the garden. He was weeding arownd the "Boi" plant, We were not
allowed to speak to tne Europeans.

8., I heard from TEIERU who had escaped with NABETARI that lir.
COLE was killed by stabbing with a kn:fe while he was asleep

in his house at TABW&SWA., TETZRU alsn told me that MKR. MERCER
died of sickness and that Father PUJEBET went into hospital for
an abdominal operation, He also told me that Mr, THIRD and

the Brother were injected by the number two doctor (ARAHESHO).

9e About five months before the end of the war our section of
fishermen at TABWEWA was transferred tc UMA village. We were not
told why we were transferred to UlMA village. There were only
three of us at TABWEWA - myself ELIM and ABERAIL,

10. At UMA we joined the fishing section there, The names of the
boys there were - ERIU, MITIRE, TUWEWI, TEBOITABU, BAITAU,
BUAKAKI, URIAM, TETEKA, ANGKAM, ABA, BANEI and MAORI, We all
lived in one European house up behind the Billiard Koom, We
fished from early in the morning, sometimes as early as 3 am
until afternoon,

11. One evening "OSAKISO" (phoenetic) the Japanese who was in
charge of the fishermen came into our house and tcld us that next
morning we were to come back early from fishing, about nine or ten
olclock,

12, MAORI and I came back from fishing about 7 am the next morning.
The rest came back about nine o'clock. We came back early because
we had a lot of fish, then we all went to our quarters.,

13, Somewhere after nine o'clock "OSAKISO™ shouted out from the
Billiard Room for zll us fishermen to come down., We all came down
and gathered beside the road at the Billiard Room. When we got
there we found all the othz2r boys on the Island already gathered
there. There would be over a hundred.

14, We were zll paraded in about five lines along the road. Some
of the Japanese were gathered there when we arrived, There would
be about 6., "“OUKAISOM™ (Phoenetic) the No, 3 Commander spcke to
us through OSAKISO the interpreter., He stood upon the verandah
with the other five Japanese. He told us that the war is over but
that we must still work for a while, and then the Japanese would
be going away and leaving us here, Then we were told to go back
to our houses,

Y T —

15. We were too scared tc show our happiness, so just bowed our
 heads and went to our houses Then we laughed and talked of the
good news in our house,
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16. We stayed in our house all the rest of the day and prepared
our fishing gear for the next day. We were not alliowed to go
out and OSAKISO was angry if anyone asked permission to go out.

17. Next morning MAOK” and I and everyone else went out fishing
as usual while it was still dark., MAOKI and I came back very
early about eight o'clock because we had a lot of fish. Tue
others came back abeut nine o'clock, they were earlier than usual
too, because they had caught a lot of fish.

18, When we arrived back all the natiwes and a lot of the
Japanese soldiers were gathered in the same place as we wsaTre
gathered the previcus day. The native soldiers were told to hand
in their uniforms and arms. They handed them all in to the
Billiard Room, The nactive soldiers had marched in, in their
respective groups under their Japanese Lezader,

19, Then OSAKISO called us from our house to come down to the
road by the Billiard Room again. We came down and jcined in the
parade, SUKAISO spoke to us all again, He told us we were going
to change over the sections again now, OSAKISO then divided

us up into our new sections as instructed by SUKAISO, Our section
was the last to be divided up.

20, The first section of about fifteen men was for BUKINTERIKE,
One soldier went with them and they marched away. The second
section of about fifteen men was for TABWEWA. One soldier went
with them and they marched away., I would know the faces of each
of the soldiers who went with these two groups. The third group
was a bigger group, about 30 or 40 and was for TABIANG. One
soldier marched away with them too., The fourth group was also
about 30 or 40 and was for the Chinese Location, One soldier
went with them., This last is the Toddy Cutter'!s group.

21, I was in the fifth group of eight nen., We were to go to ETAN.
BANABA and marched away with one soldier in charge. I do not

know the name of this soldier, but would regngnise him. There wer«
still some natives left when we marched away.

22, We marched through below the Chinese quarters and above the
Pastor's House and then through to the Police lines. The soldier
in front with us behind,

23, When we arrived at the Police lines we saw a lot of Japanese
soldiers in their quarterse. ‘[hey were all inside their houses.
The Japanese soldier in cherge of us told us to sit down in a
line and then told us to face towards the East., Then he took oub
a little book from his pocket and asked us in turn hew old we
were, As each man told him how old he was the soldier wrote in
his book, Tnat was all we were asked,

24, Vhen the soldier had almost finished writing down the ages,
a (SHOTAISO) came up with another soldier from behind us and walkec

e ot e i
=ten o st il B RGN
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o naacd

out in frontof us, The (SHOTAISO) drew his sword and revolver,
and the soldier drew a revolver and both pointed them at us. They
did not speak to us, but called out for soke more soldiers to come
out. Bach soidier stood in front of one man with the bayonet
pointing at his stomach about siX inches away. =

25. Without anything being said, the soldier who had lead us up
tied each man's hands in order with some. string he had in his
pockét, It was twine thet is used for making rope. Iy hands were
tied very tight, There was a length of rope left over loose after
tyinpe each man's hands.

26, Then the (SHOTAISO) spoke to the soldier who had tied our
hands and the soldier told us to stand up. Then the soldier
gathered up all the long ends of rope so we could not run away.

27. Then the (SHOTAISO0) walked beside our group as we started
walking down towards TABIANG Village. The soldier holding the
ropes behind us and the other eight soldiers behind him. The one
who had had the pistol with the (SHOTAISO) stayed in the Police
lines. A1l still had their bayonets ready as they filed down the
track behind us.

28. We stopred by the engine room for about three minutes while
the (SHOTAISO) spoke to the men in the Power House., I do not know
whet they were talking about,

29, Then we walked on down the track atross the road and on down
to _the cliffs below TABIANG Village.,

30, When we got to the cliff the soldier released the strings

and told us . to line up on the edge of the cliff and squat down
close LQEQE%ere Then our eyes were tied up with cloth, The same
mane who had tied our hands ticé the blinéfsld on us. Then I could
hear movements behind and feli as though the soldiers were behind
us. I was the second man to have my eyes tied up.

31, FALAILIVA was the first man to be tied and was on my left.
He said to me "Are you ready?" and I replied "Yes I am ready to
die", Then FALAILIVA asked "You remember God?" and I replied
"Yes I remember."

32, Then everything was quiet for a moment, then I fell over the
cliff, I did not try to, but just fell, Almost at the same time
1 heard a—serezm and scmcone fell on top of me, I think it was
FALATILIVA, I heard otiess fall, but no more screams. Then I
heard aflot of shots fired, FALAILIVA was still on top of me and
some of the bullets-I-eould lreer-were close to me,
} 33, This was apbout three cr four ofclock in the afiernoon, The
water kept breaking over us, but I could breathe as the water rece-
ded each time, I could see a little bit out of my left eye past

s sty
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the blindfold, but I did not look up., I stayed there without
moving until I thought the Japanese had gone, Then I bit
FALATILIVA'S shoulder to see if he was still alive. He was still
lying partly on top of me, FALAILIVA did not cry out so I knew
he was dead.

34, I stayed about an hour in the watzr until I thought the
Japanese would be gone, then I got up and went over to a sharp
piece of the c¢liff where I cut the btinding from my wrists. Then
I removed the blindfold. Then I went round all the other bodies
to see if any were alive, They were all dead and I looked at
each man's face., There was a lot of blood about, I cannot say
how a2ll were killed, but I remember FALAILIVA had a wound in his
left side, and blood was coming from it, UEANTEITI had a bullet
hole in his hezd.

34, I stzyed about ¢n

35+ After I found they were all dead, I looked for a place to
hide and found a cave where I hid myself., I stayed in this cave
all night.

36, The next morning I saw some of the bodies floating outside
the cave, They were all swelled up bodies then. Two of the
bodies washed into the entrance of the cave. I did not touch
them and stayed inside the cave and only p@eped outside.

37. 4bout the middie of the day I heard the roar of a plane
flying very lows; I could heishehe piene flying round for about
half an hour or an hour., I did not see the plazne and stayed in
the cave,

38, After the plane left I could hear footsteps over the top of
the cave and I could hear voices thrcugh one of the holes leading
in behind the cave, Then I sew some Japanese soldiers walking
along the reef, The kide was rigat out, Jjust starting to come in.,
Some of the soldiers came by my cave. Iwo of them dragged one
body out to the reef, then came back and drzgged another body

cut to where there was deep water, I could not see them all

the time from my cave and think they made other trips for the other
bodies,

39, I did -see these two soldiers make two trips. I saw two
canoes each with two Japanese in them come in to pick up the
bodies, from the soldiers wno dragged them out to the reef. There
was a launch too, Both the cances znd the launch came from the
direction of TABWEWA. The canoes being paddled close inshore and
the launch moving slowly furcher out. The canoes towed the bodies
out to the launch.

40, Then the canoes paddled back towards TABWEWA and the launch
t went further out to sea.
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, 41, I do not remember anything else that day.
42, I stayed in the cave this night.

43, Next day, I do not remember enything except hearing the
flatecar moving elong the rails.

44, That evening about seven or eight o'clock I left the cave
to search for young coconuts and to find a new hiding place
inland, While I was up the tree two Japanese came along pocling
a flat car towards TABWEWA and I stayed hidden up in the tree
until they had gonee. :

45, Then I went to look for a hiding place and found a good
bangabangzs above the Police lines and I hid there., By then it
would be early the next morning.

46, I stayed in hiding in this bangabanga until the day I met
}
the two Gilbertese (2nd. Dec, 1945).

| 47, I used to go out at night and gather food, young coconuts
and old coconuts and water,

48, Sometimes I came out and climbed a tall teitai tree to look
round and see if any ships were zbout. I did not see the warship
come but I saw some other ships. I thought they were more Japanese
ships.

49, I saw the Union Jeck flylng from the staff in the Police lines
but thoughtiit was another Japesnese trick, so did not go near,

50, I heard the bugler every day too, but I thought it was a
Japenese too, because the Japarese had a lot of bugles,

51. One day while I was up the ieital tree I saw a motor car
different from the Japanese kind and the people in it d4id not look
like Japanese so I came down Irom the tree and hid by the road

to wait for the motor car to come back,

52, I waited two or three hours, but the motor car did not come
backs Then 1 heard the tinkle of bottles and saw two men, One
I thought a native Gilberctsse, tut the other I thought Japanese,
because he was wearing Juvansse clothing and -~hoes. The one
wearing the sulu and carryving the toody bottlcs I knew was
Gilbertese and I thought he spoke in Gilbertese,

53, After they had pmssed by I made up my mind for sure they were
Gilbertese so followed them silently. When I got up close behind
them I was surc they were Gilbertese, so I greected them "Kam na
meuri' (Greeting.) They seemed frightened of me for a minute and
asked me where I had come from, I told them I had been here all




|
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the time and was the remeining men of the killing. I asked
"here are the Japanese'? They told me the Japanese had all gone
and thet thcy had come on the second labour recruit.

54, They asked where I had hidden all the time and I s owed them,
then I chenged from my napkins into myv sulu which I had hidden
in the Bholes

55, I thanked the hole for saving my life and thon ceme down to
the Police lines and TEAUOKI took me to tlie District Commissioner.

I swear the zbove to be atiunue correct statement of the facts.
(SGD) KABUNAKE
Witnesses F. Wo WAKEFIELD - OCEAN ISLALD
TEAUOKI - OCEAN ISLAND

This is the document marked Exhibit 'A' referred to in the
Affidavit of 8X10334, liaj. D.J. licBain, A.H.Q. sworn befcre
me this 27th day of lLay, 1946, as being produced and shown to
him at this time of his swearim his said Affidavit.

(Sgd) W, BUNSELL Capte -
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SAKATA Jiro-

aval Lte of 67th Garrison Regt. states:-

Qe When you arrived at Ocean Island were there any “uropeans there?

Ao No. LQ

M‘\v.‘

Qe Who was in command of the island when you arrlvéd? ’\M
ve Lt .~Cammander SUSUKI who is now in No. 1 Compound. —
\
e What happened to the natives who were on the island?
iie There were about 100 natives on the island and when the food

situation became critical they started to steal food and arms and they would
not listen to reasco. In Septo or Octe 4L at the command of Lt.~-Commander
SUSUKI they were attacked and killed. There were also cases of natives

_Sstealing arms and then leaving the island.

Qe Did not the Japanese in fact arm the natives?
ixe In the beginning we armed some of the natives but when the situation
became critical we took the arms off them. We disarmed samc of the natives

and with regard to the others we did not give them any ammmunition for the
rifles.

Ne When were they disarmed?

Ao May or June 4.

Qo Were the natives all killed on the onc day?

A On the same day.

e Did you take any part in the action ar did you sce it?

Lo They werc all killed at differcent places around the shore of the
island at the instruction of Lt.-Comrandcr SUSUXI.

Qe Did you sce any of this?

Ao I saw onc lot killed but did not usc a weapon mysclf or givc the

arder to fire.

B Wherc werc the natives you saw?

-

A They were killod in thisearca. (He points to a place on thc shore
about half way between SCLOMCNS POINT AND LILLAN FOINT.)

Qe How many werc killed therc?

Qe Therc were about 20 killed there.

Qe Were they shot?

due Yes, they wcre shote

Qe Were they shot all at once or onc at a time?
Ao They were all shot at once.

/s were



v

;Lo

2. #52l7 -

Werc they lined up?
They were lincd up on the shore and shot at the onc time.

or other arms werc not used only rifles.

Qe

die

he order to fire.

Who gave the order to firc for this particular .group?

Bayonets

Ensign YiJI who was in charge of a FPl. Ensign YAiTT actually gave

natives shot and I gave the oxder to YATI.

Q

w®

die

o

ke

Did this only apply to this area?
Yes. Chter officers were sent to other areas by SUS -

Did you disarm the natives beforc shooting them?
Yes.

How long before shooting them did you disarm them?
They did not have any arms when they were caught.

Were all the natives on the island killcd?
They were all males and were all killed.

I had been ordercd by Lt.-Commender SUSUKI to have thesc



Evidentiary Dceurcnt 5427. / ggé H Page 1.

Chicf Fetty Officer 4liiI, KLKUZO statcss-

I zn atteched tc 67 Naval Garriscn Umit. I was cn
Occan Island fronm Luz. 42 until the ccessaticn ¢f the war.,
I.y Secticn Leacder wes Ensign Shinczawa YOSHIE/LU (then W.0.).
Lt thet tinc ry rank was thc sare cnc as Sgt. in the Lrry.

Abcut 20 Lug. (I do not renenber the dete cxactly)
I was cordécred by the Sceticn Lealer to go tc the Acdninistrativ
Officc end tring natives whe were tc be transferred to ny
section thet Cay. I rcceived 8 natives frem Lt. NARA tc
bring then tc¢ the front ¢f the billet and hended then to the
Secticn Leeder.

I had been standing bekind the natives when they
were bound by the saileors, but I had hed nc weapcen with ne.
&n€ then I went te the shocting place ty the sea withcout
btrinzing any weepcn with nc.

I P1lincdfcldel the natives aceprding to the erder (f
W/0 SHINOZLWL, Scecticn Leacder. Standing bchind the sailors
I wes watehin: when they ggre shct tc cepth, Lfter finishing
—=nT z sclutec ther end cxpressec nyycccpest scrrow at
thelr cdeesth znd returned to cur billet.

[ I

(Signec)
C

apencsc charscters)
el ¥ .0, ALY

1 heorety certify that the atcewve trenslaticnlis true and
gcy¥roct.

(Signed) TSUK/ZRLhL SHIGERO.
Certified true eopy.

(Signed) T. LIORELNE,
Lt.cblo




