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Doc. 5187 CONFIDENTIALL

. Fer the UaR CRLZS OFFICE

Judge advocete Gencrel's Department

United States of America

‘5\&\“'\\!&\\&\\.&

L]

In ths mattar of the mistreetment cf

Erisoncrs of tho Japenese et Heito

@ /6324

.ol

- Tler Departoent

S A &4 & & & a4 &

Ferpctuatioz of testimony of Szt.

L 3
varicus american acidiers who were € JOIRN L. MASSINIKRG, aS 2060045)
B
&

(rhonetic) Prisoncr of Wer Cazp, on
Forzosa, by Ceptain Termarki, from early
in December 1944 to the end of Januery*

19"45‘ Ottik‘l‘t‘lbt\¥l’(‘l‘!\““t‘
Teken at: 640 Harrison Street, Oek Fark, Iil.
te;: 26 Yebruary 1946
t Tese of; Xonree Kroll, Special 4Azent,SIC, 6th SC
Seestions bv; Lonroe Xroll, Special sgent,SIC, 6th SC

s _ State your nexe, reni, serial nurber and permarnspt home address.
4. gJohn L. Imssimino, Sgt., &y of the United States, A 20600454, 64C
rarrison Strcet, Oak Ferk, Illinois, c¢/o krs. Iris 4. LKyers.

N dhct is the date end piece c¢f your birth?
s July 1€, 1515, at akron, Chio.

Qe Stete your education and civilian experisnce.

&, I graduated from Cak Park Righ Ichoel, Cak Perk, Illinois, in 1935.

to 1937 I ran e mecaine fer the Chicego Screw Company, Chieage, Illinocis.
From 1937 to 1340 I werked as a flaral clerk in an OCek ¥ rx florist's sher.

ke Then did you erter the armed Forces of the United States of imerica?
Eav

I onlisted in the irmy en November 25, 1940,

Q. of what country ere you & citizer?
- Cf the Unitad States cf americe.

Qe Heve you recently beea returncd to the United Stetes fram 2troed?
fe Yes. I returned to the Urited States in October 1945

G dere you a prisoner of wer?
oe Yes.

W ot whet places were you held es a priscner of
Gates at each piace?

w2r and state the appreximato
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4. I was captured on Batazn on a;ril 9, 1942. I errived et Cazp O'Toanell about

i 15 April 1942 end rameined there until -bout sozetime in June 1942, IYn Juno
1942 I went to Cabanatuan Prisoner of Jer Camp Ko. 1 anc stayed there until
Sometimd in Decamber 1943. I wont to Clerk Field on Luzen in Dece=ber 1943.
I rexeined there uatil October 1944. I wes neld at Bil’tid Frisonor of Yer
Cazp for several wesks end late in October or early in November 19ik I wes
trensferred to Cary Haito on Formosa, arriving thers carly in Decaxter 1544.
I remained at Cexp Haito until the end of Jaruary 19.5. I arrived at Naru
Caxp in the Osake aree in Fobruary 1545 and remeined there until atout May
1545. From May 1945 to Septamber 3, 1945, when I wes libereted, I vaa et
hegoya Sub-Cenp No. 9

Of vhat outfit were you a merber =t the time of your capture?
Coarpany B of the 192nd Tenk Battalien.

ol

Did you witness ary etrecities or mistrestrent of imcricen citizens et any
time?

4. Yes. I witncssed the ristrestment of various Areriean soldiere whose names
< do not rcmember, at Camp Haito, Formosa, bty Ceptair Teamarki of the Japenese

g)
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CONFIDILRKTIAL
(End of Fege 1 origizal afiicavit.)

CONFIDZERTIAL

Qs+ Tho xes Ceptain Tamarki?
<« Ho appeared to be the commardant of Cerp Heite,.

% When did you first sce Captain Temerki?

#s I errived at Formesa early in December with meny americans sent there from
luzon. (ne hundred end ten of us =are sent to Camp KFeito. As scon 25 we
reached the camp, Captain Tamarki conducted a shakodomn.

G. Ware you en eyewitrsss to this shakcdcwn?

Ac Ycs.

S Tescribe mhat you aew Captein Tamerki dec.

4. Ho personally wert through everytody's belongings cnd corfiscated verious

. itams of perscral preperty. FEe went through my bag and tock a racket contain-
ing abcut ore hurdred multiple vitemir Pills vhich I had reccived et Clark
Field frcm my sistar. He elso took twe tars of scap frem me. He geve the
vitomin pills ond the scap to a guard vho was foliowing him, I saw Capiein
Temarki take similer items from the other Americess,

<+ To your knowledge, were any of the items that Ceptain Tamarki teck from you
or the others ever returred?
Ao Noe

%+ State what was tcld to you cbout wmhet Captain Tamarkdi tock fram the other
men at this skakedown;

4+ Next day the amcricans discussed the shakedomn end statcd that Ceptein Temerki
bad cleamed cut &1l the menleine ard first aid equipment tkat they hed.

g -
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Se Did you perferm any work ct Camp Heito?
A. After we gore there cbout five deys they started the men working. 1y job wes

“—e

to leed bellest stones on box cars, Aleng with four other men I hed te load
thrce box cers each vith tea ton of stone per dey. To perform this jeb we
each used a basket cellcd a ®purki®. Those who were too ill to perform ihis
typc of work, worked on the cexp farm,

Do you know of any cther instences in shich Captain Temarki mistrceted Amer-
ican citizers?
Yes.

State what you knew of your own knowledze ebcut the incidests,

On 2t least six different deys I saw the guerds scize different men 2s we
mercked into the campouzd et the erd of the fay and tirow them in a water
trcugh in front of the Japcnese guarl bouse, I then saw the guards held the
men under woter, heed erd all. I did rot witness the entire proccoeding in
each cese, but s2w crly a few minutes ef each incicert. Fewever, in each
irstance 1 could heer the rest of the struggle froam inside my berreck. After
the stru_gle in the water trcuzh ended I saw the men merched into the guerd
house. I could thon hear the men screamirg.

Hdew did you harper to witress the incidernt mertiored in your last enswmor?

The mer were seized by tho guards cs we came in from cur dey!s worke The
guards scized them es the mez passod through the gate, ard tarce or four guard
carried each man 2nd threw kim into the trough in froct of the zuard house.
The zuerd house wes not far frem the barrsckse »8 soon as we entcred the gate
we kad tec go to a swall building close to the guard Louse in thich we left our
8shoes,

Wby did you leave ycur sitoss in this building?
It was a Japanese rule that after work we had tc take off our shees end leeve
ther in tke building over night,

During the tize thet the men were throewn into the trcuzh ard kept there where
wes Ceptein Tarerki on each of the deys in questicn?
He wes standing risht neer the trcugk.

Whzt was ke Coirgz there?
He a;reared to be directirz the whcle incident.

CSNFIPENTIAL

(End of Pogo 2 original affidavit.)

COMEIDENTIAL
Did you ever talk to any of tke mecn who were th-cwn into the water trough
apd later taken into the guerd heuse?
Yocs. I spoke to saveral of the ren who I saw throwm into the trougk.

Whet 3id they say?
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Tacy scid thet after they were rerched into tie pard hcuse they were strippe
of their clotihiny end beaten ebout the lége, back 2nd shoulders, with & bambor
stick, by Captain Temerki. Scic of the meh showed me thoir becks end legs
°nC their arms end fece. Thosa perts of their anatcry werc all covered with
volts,

Did you cver hcer whet happered to the other men you saw tarcwn into the
trough?

Ycs. Irnforzation that they were stripped and beaten by Ceptain Texmerld got
arcund throush the grapevine,

How lcpgz wors the men whoam you sew thrown into the trough kept in the suard
house?
Two cr threo days,

aside from whet the men said to you, do you have any other ovidence indicet-
ing that those mer were stri.ped of their clothing?

Yes. After the men were merched irto the guerd house on at least tarce or
four oceasicns, 1 saw & Jopencse zuard bring their clethes tc our barrack
end leave thex there.

Lid any of the men say how rmany times they were beaten while they were in the
guard acuse?

Yes. Those I spokc to seid tuzt they were beaten morc than once during the
time they were in the guesri house,

Do you know whether any of the mern received perxsnert injury es a result of
the treatment which ycu deseribe?
Ko, but I know that at lcast twec of the rmon were very much woeekerned.

How do you know that?
&fter they kad received their beatings I sow them pass it aty various merning
roll calls.

Do you hevo arythirgz clse to say rezarding these beatings?

Yos. Because of the hard laber I wes rerficrning I reccived e day off avery
two weeks. On oze of ry days off I wes pPlanting cabbages cr somc similar veg-
etable, rizhkt outside the gusrd house. During that dey I heerd a men scream
three differcrt timecs erd ezch time I eculd distinctly hear Ceptein Tarmarid
laughe Tkis occurred saretime in January. The scrcams cortinued for about
tkrce or four rinutes cech time. TWhile the man was screaring I could heer
blows,

fhet did the blows sound 1ike?
Like a stick hitting agcinst bere flesh.

Can you deserite the climatc ot Canp ilaito while you were there?
Ycs. It was very colds The days were warm but the nights were very cold.
The Japanecse wore wooler clothing erd each slert with at least threo blerkets.
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How do you ¥now thet?
I clecencd their barrecks on sevarcl o:casions end sow that cech bed hed
thrce blaznkets.

Do you heve azytaing else to say ebout tac climete?
Zech night we were given a canteen full of hot weter by the Jeperesa. By
morning this weter wculd be ice cold.

Do you have any knowledgze of any other mistreatment of Arerican citizens at
Cemp ikito?
Yes.

CCRFIDEZINTISL

(Zrd of Paze 3 CTriginel affidsvit.)
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CCH#FIDENTIAL

Deseribe uhat you knew of this irncilent ol your owa knomledge?

Ri ht efter we arrived =t Cexp Heitc, scme of the americerns sterted to get
viclert hoedaches. st least helf the men ot hecdaches. Ter of us died. The
Friscn doctor wes an Znjlish modiczl officer who ssid thet the silrent =s &
type of breimp fever which he co:ld not 2iaznose.

@8 anything dcne to ireat the men suffering from headaches?
No.

Continuc wita your cescription of rhat heppencd, rezarding the headache in-
cidert.

late in Jenuer, afier tze ten men had died, ezd ebout one week before we left
kaito, Caplein Temerii cellxell the priscnors, 3ritish end &merican, before
hiz, end mede a little talk. He asked aow meny men had these healaches. Fifty
or sixty mcn reised tueir hands. Then Ceptein Temerii seid thet that was fine
thet ne had & big cezctery out therc end thzt tacre was plenty of roco in it
for ell of us exzd thet he wes zoinz to try very hard to fill it. Then he
laughed end dismissed us.

Lo you know eny of the mern wiuo dled from this so-celisd brair fever?

Yes, There wes Sgt. lerire of Jenesville, isconsin tho served with Compary
a of the 192rd tank battelior, &USy 2nd Sgt. "Dizples® lediscr, 21so of Jeres-
ville, .iscozsin vho wes :ith the same orzanizetion. I =28 on the burisl de-
tail for tiese two men.

Lo you have any other informetion rezarding this incident?

Yés. a8 we were leeving Camp Haito, one of cur mer developed the illiness a2nd
was left benind. I kncw thet the Erglish werc building & coffin for hix 28 we
left, even before he died. «fter we bcarded the toat fer Japan, a8 call came
from tLo Japencse on Forwose orderinz the men witl, azedaches to get off the
boct. about thirty men gect off,

Can you furnish a description of Captein Tamarki?
Yes. He was cbout six feet tall end very fat. e weighed ebout 240 or 250
Founds. EKe was light complexioned. EHe wore glasses. He scered to have gocd
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teeth. I do not know whethcr they werc felse teeth or mot but there was no
gold ir them. He hed @ hizh forehead and wore kis heir out very short. BHe
tolcd us that hc wes the owmner of & candy fectory whic: mamfectured chocolste
in Yokchemm befeore tus wer, iHe sjoko fluent Dn;ilish which he used when addre
sing the prisoncrs. He was given to violant fits of anger. Tho prisceers
called Tamerki tie *pig® becauss he mas alwmays teliling thec ebout thes food ae
was geing to cet for his pext meal.

Do you knom of eny other priscners vho were prescnt at Camp Heito during your
stey there?

« S5gt. leguirs or Mesuire, of Cacpany B, 192nd Tank Battalion, mas a2t Eaito.

Do you hove ary further inforwetion regerding mistreetmeat >f Azerices citi-
zons by Captein Temarki?
Yos. I would like to say somothing eboat our diet wvhile at Caxmp Haite,

Go ahesd.

Cn three different occasions a Jsparese Coloncl whio 8, peared to be in charze
of all tke rrison carps on Formesa, visited our cerp a=rd made a speeck to the
men. de told us Low lucky we were to be in Ja_erncse custedy and reccive all
the food we were gettins. He mentioned ducks, geese, pigs end rloenty of vog-
etabics, all of which werc reised on the comp ferm. I wish to peint cut tket
on the oceccslens thet tkhis Colonel a_ peared, we raceived a fairly sood dizt
tut that es soon 2s hc laft our diet was reduced to ebout L50 grams of rica
per dey end asbout ore poizto per céay for cach man. There vere plenty of pota-
tocs grown on this ferm end I kuow thet they were washeé, cookcd and thor fed
to the pigs, who actuelly received more to eat thern we did,

COCNFIDENTIAL

(Erd of Pege 4 original affidavit.)
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CORTFIDENRTIAL

Who was responsible for this situztion?

Capteir Temerki mes the commancéant of the cerp, and I belicve thet he wes
responsitle for this situstion. Furthcrmere, cn varicus occesions when
Ceptain Tercrki visited our werk deteil he would boast to us sbout the fine
meal he wes going to have that evening -hile we were geing to eat only rice.

Lo you hove anything furthsr to add?

Noe

8’ John 1. ¥essimino,

Jokn 1. lassizino, Sgt., ~US
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I, JTohn L. Messimino, of lezwful age, being duly swern or oith, state that I have
reed tue foregeing transcripticn of oy interrogetion cnd &ll egas ors coatainad
therein aro true to the best of my knouledge and belief.

g8/ Joan 1, ¥pssiminc _
John l. ¥assimino, Sgt., uUS

Subscribed and swern to befcre me on this_lst dey of ierch, 1946.

al Ferry 2. F2ll

(s=aL) (Notery rublic)

& camnissicn expires: Dec. 32, 2946.

I, Menrce Kroll, Special azent, SIC, 6th SC, certify thet John L. I®ssimine
Szt., &SN 20600454, personally eppcered before me cn 26 Fetruary 1646 and
testified ccncerzninz war crimes; ard thet the forcgelirg is ar mccurate traazs-
cription of the erswers given by him to the severcl questicas set ferth.
rlace: _Chicago, Jllinois

Dete: _1 Yerch loLé s/ lorroo ¥roil
YONROE KROLL, Special Agent, OIS, €th SC

CCRKFIDERNTIAL
.(End of Fage 5 originel affidavit.)
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