President Franklin D. Rooseveelt and the Atomic Bomb

T te your atvtention the follwsing facts end recommendations:
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Some recent work by E.Fermi and L. Szilard, vhich ‘has beea con-
runicated to me in menuseript, leads me to expect that the element uran.
ius pay be turned into & new and imporiant source of energy. in the im-
zedizis’ futurs. Ceriain Iaspscts of the situation which hes arisen seem
to call Tor wetchfuleress and, if necessary, quick action on tha pa=zt
of 1-._1-'.c. Adminigtration. I believe therefore that it is my duty to bring
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Other Atomic Bomb related Collections

World War Il: War Department Atomic Bomb Development Harrison-
Bundy Papers

9,038 pages of the Harrison - Bundy Files relating to the development
of the atomic bomb, copied from material held at the National
Archives.

https://sellfy.com/p/OVI3/

WWII War Office of Scientific Research and Development Atomic
Bomb Development Bush-Conant Papers

12,700 pages of the Vannevar Bush and James Conant Files relating to
the development of the atomic bomb, copied from materials held at
the National Archives and Records Administration.

https://sellfy.com/p/Zh)JQ/

Nuclear Weapons: Accidents and Lost Nuclear Weapons Department
of Defense Files

3,021 pages of Department of Defense files covering accidents involving
nuclear weapons and lost nuclear weapons .

https://sellfy.com/p/z8s0/
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FDR and the Atomic Bomb

347 pages of letters, reports, official memorandum, clippings and publication
excerpts, dating between 1939 and 1945. Documents reference matters related to
the development and use of the atomic bomb during World War I, including
correspondence and writings about the Manhattan Project, general nuclear research,
and the potential for enriching uranium.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 27, 1943

Desrest Frenklin:

Mr. Irving 8. Lowen, the man about
whom I telephoned will be in Washington
tomorrow.

Mr. Lowen sayes that Dr. Bush and
Dr. Conant would be of sbsolutely no use
because they have been so close to the
project that they have perhaps lost the
sense of urgency which these younger men
have.

There i1s they believe, a chance
that a very brilliant men who is working
on thie_in Germany may have been able to
developdto the point of usefulness. The
Germans asre desperate snd would use this
if they have it ready. It is imperative
they feel that we proceed quickly to
perfecting it and these young scientiats
believe that they are already two years
behind all that they might have accomplished
if they had been allowed to progress.

They want an investigetion by an
impartial outsider who cen see the pos-
gibllities of what might happen, but who
is not a sclentist, pesbsms a man of
judleial temperament who will weighf the
possibilities.

Mr. Lowen thinks you might want
to speak to some of the other men

Professor H.C. Uray, Columbia
Professor Wigner
Professor Szilard
Professor Ferml
Professor Opvenheimer
Dr. Gsle Young
Professor A. H. Compton,
all of verlous parte of the project.
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