n L U’/ﬁ
asl CONFIDENTIAL

)

NOT TO BE TAKEN TARGET: Sasebo Urban Industrial
1IN0 TNE AIR ON Area
COMBAT MISSIONS : OBJECTIVE ARZA: 50,36

TARGET INFORMATION

SASEB0 URBAN INDUSTRIAL AREA

Latitude: 330 10" N
Longzitude: 129° 44r g
Elevation: 20 Feet

1. SUMMARY COIRTENT: One of Japan's four vrincipal naval bases,
Sasebo is important for the construction,
repair and maintenance of naval vessels, 1In addition, it serves
as defense base for the area, base port and defense headquarters
for ennvoy escort throughnut the East China Sea and drwn the
Ryukyu Island chain to pointe snuth, Tt is also a supply base
far the mainland/the naval administrative center fnr Kyushu,

and : :

2. LCCATICN AND IDENTIFICATION: Sasebo, the westerncnct large
’ city in Japan, lies at the head

of Sasebo Bay, It is lncated just snutheast nf Teushina Strait,
which is off the NW tip of Xyushu, and guards tle important
narrows between Kyushu and Tsushima, It therefrre enrmnands the
upper end of the East China Sea and the lrwer end ~7 tlie.Japan
Sea. Sasebo Bay, which serves as a fleet anchrrage, is very
irregular in shape. There are two-main inlets frrm the Bay. One
extends due north and comprises tife inner harbor with the city
of Sasebo and the adjoining naval base at its northernmret tip.
The other inlet extends NE. A channel on the ST side nf Sasebn
Bay is the only entrance to landlocked Qiura Bay. he city is
cut by three rivers: the Sasebo River which flows south and two
smaller streams which parallel it on the eact. lloderately steep
hills hem in the naval base and the NE border of the city, but a
small plain opens out to the north along the upper reaches of
Sasebo River.

5. TARGET DESCRIPTION: Sasebo lies in a NW-SE direction along
the shore of the bay and the lower valley
of the Sasebo River. The residential section has expanded north,
northeast and southwest, into the valleys of the streams which

run through the city. The population of 206,000 is concentrated
mainly in an area about 3% sq. miles (see Air Objective Folder
90;36-8asebo), Averarze populatirn density in this city is about
62,000 per sq, mile, with *the heaviest population congestion in
Znne 1.
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Althoush nany of the buildin-s are ~f brick, concrete or ~f
ferro-conecrete crnetructinn, wond is the predrminant structural
material, Mret of the residential sectimn is built up in the
regular Japanese hodpe-pndre fashirn, with hruses built clnce
together and with no regular pattern nf streets.

There are three adequate firebrecks in the city area and
they divide it roughly into four gectiorns, The Sasebn River is
the widest and most effective, and the two strea.s running thr~uzh
the eity to the cast are also crnsidered wide enouzh to halt the
spread of fires, In the norticrn cections, the streazs are not
wide enough for firebreaks, but the ridges between them break the
residential section into narrow corridors. There are no wide
avenucs in the city, and the streets in the cormnercial csection
are only of nediun width.

The industries all lic along the waterfront area, and include
an aircraft factory, a gas plant, a power etation, the Sasebo
Naval Dockyard, shipbuildins and ship repair plants, and ainor
industriesl establishnents.

4, TMPCRTANCE: Sasebo "is cne of the four princirval naval bases
in Japan. It has all the facilities for servic-

ing and repair of all types of naval units, and a harbor which

can accommndate the fleet, The port also attracts mnany Japanece

comnercial shins,

Two niles SE of the city is an aireraft assenbly plant, the
Sasebo Aircraft Factory, Torcet 834, Sasebo is imprrtant, alsn,
{or ite central situation with reepect to the cnel field on
the peninsula nnrth of the city.

lloderately extensive
bn waterfr~nt., Rrund

TARGETS CUTCIDE T3 FIRE ZOIE:

90.36=834 - SASERC AIRGRATT FLHCICRY - This plant hacs assembled
sonie siall naval obeervation Planes and prrbably
repvairs and cverhauls fleet aireraft. Several
major buildin s have been removed from the area,
and it is believed the plant is beiny zcved to Quura.
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90.36-754 - SASEBO NAVAL AIR ST.TION - Operational field for
goastal patrol an eet aircraft training and
meintenance. Ten shop-type buildinze, two small;
three large hangars and one larze sawtooth roof
building, sShops and storehouses at north end,

90.36-757 SASEBO MINE AND TORPEDO STORAGE - Located in NE
corner ol Harber, Destructicn of thie storage
would effect the operations of the destroyers and
submarines from this base,

aresa

90,36-762 SASEB0 FUEL A'D !UNITIONS DEPCT - Cnovers a lar o)
necludes

etween tarce an . linrthern pnrtinrn
several shop-type buildin-~e, crnecrcte nacazines,
storehnuses and quays, S~utiern pPart includes 2
lar~e underernund fuel teanke, revetted ma-azines
and undergrrund storace in te hillsides. Tie Japs
probably depend ~n this s~urce Inr the supply »f
their operatinns fr~n the bace.

~
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SASEB0 CIL STOR..GE = Lncated ~n west eide nf Sasebo
Bay about one mile snutih nf the drok yards, Thrce
geparate tanl farns, sr~me with conerete valls, soxe
underground. This is annrther smurce ~f fuel su>ply.
Bunkering piers are nearby. Loss of this inetalla-
tion and Tarset 762 would severcly crinple the
movement of the flcet.

SASEBO0 ITAVAL DCCKYARD - Qne nf three princinal
navel shipyarde 1n Japan and a major fleet repair
base. Ias two building ways 600 f.. and one 350
ft. long drydocks big enough to acconodate the
largest Jap naval vessel, Repzir basin about ¢
acos, accoamodates 10-12 ships alongeside. Concrete,
granite-faced construction repair shops equipred
for complete repair and maintenance.

*90.36-758 NAVAL ARSENAL AID ENGINEERING DEPT., - An intezral
part »T the dnckyard, roduces shipe, engines,
turbines, boilers, nachinery, guns, gun mounts and
chell casinze, Princival function is repair work,

*90.36-845 SASTIBO PRCOVISION WHARF - Large #gnm -shaped dock ot

- TWeEt edse o «Sebo river mouth, Cnn~zested with
storehouses and shop-type buildings, Prnbably the
main supply depnt,

* Partly inside the fire zone,

5. AIMING POINTS: Aiming pvninte will be specified in the Field
Order,

Target Sectimn, A-2
27 June 1945, XI Bonber Cnruiand




