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SASEBO NAVAL BASE
Scope of Study

rhis speclal study on the SASEKO Naval Base 1n northwestern KYUSHU 8
specifteally desiéned for use in atr strike and therefore emphasis has
been placed upon graphlc presentatton of material. Included 18 @ detalled
description of the facilities tn the naval base, the volume of shippiné
which may be expected to be present at any one time in the harbor, and
target informatton on the shipbullding, ship repatr, and naval ordnance of
the area. An uncontrolled mosatc of SASEBO KO and Approaches provides all
of the known defenses up to 2u June ly4b, and a man of the prinetpal tn-
stallations on the tsland of KYUSHU has been tncluded.

(See UNCONTROLLED MOSAIC OF SASEBO KO
LOCAT|ON, GENERAL DESCR‘PTION AND APPROACHES SHOWING DEFENSES AS

ofF 20 June 1945, PAGE 13.)

SASEBO, 33°11'N., 129°L5'E.,'headquarters of the Third Naval District and one
of the four primary Japanese navel stations, is a major repair base for the Japanese
fleet, It provides a construction center for naval vessels, defense and convoy es-
cort, and a supply base for the mainland. It {s the neval administrative center for
KYUSEYJ and much of the island chain to the south. SASEBO's locetion in northwestern
KYUSHU, near CHOSEN Strait, makes 1t strategically important for operations in the
CHINA Ceas end the South Pacific. The harbor is nearly landlocked end has deep water
over most of its area; it divides into three arms which trend northward, northeast-
ward, and southeastward. The northern arm or inner harbor contains the mein facili-
ties of the bmse., ONURA WAN, included in the naval port of SASEBO, 1s an extensive
end protected gulf southeast of SASEBO YO and cen be entered only throuesh the naval
rort.

FACILITIES (See Annotateo PHoTO OF SASEBO INNER HARBOR AND VICINITY,
AND UNCONTROLLED MOSAIC OF SASEBO anND VICINITY, PAGE 4.)

Facilities at SASEBO include:

(a) Six drydocks and three wavs are located in the Naval Dockyard in the northwest
section of the inner harbor; their dimensions and cavacity from west to east
are as follows:

Drydock Size Cranes Capacity
6 L75" x 100" 2 small Destroyer
5 700' x 1107 1 snmall Cruiser
L g25' x 125" 2 traveling Battleship
2 1050' x 200' 3 traveling Any ship
1 LOO' x 100" 1 medium Destroyer
3 550" x 100 1 medium Tight cruiser
Way Size Cranes Capacity
1 360' x 75! 1 hammerhead Destrover or
submarine
2 570' x 90°' Treveling crane on Light cruiser
overhead Gantry or destroyer
Frame, 570' long,
100" wide,
3 570' x 90' Traveling bridee Tieght cruiser
crane, span of or destroyer

tracks 105', length
of tracks, 530
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(b) Mole, located on the northern shore of IORI SAKI on the western side of the
entrance to the inner harbor, has the following dimensions:

Face Fast_Side West Side
Dimensions 260" 290" 5201
Depth alongside 30! 22" 10"

There are railroad and road connections to the area and there are several
probable warehouses that may be used for crude oil storage.

(¢) Two plers at the southeast end of Target 90,36-755 have the following dimensions:

Face Overall length
Dimensions 270" 130!
Depth Alongside 14! 7'

These piers are probably used for both fueling and coaling.

(d4) A wharf 600 feet long is on a small inlet across from the abandoned tanks of
Target No. 90.36-755. There is a warehouse nearby probably used for oil
storage.

(e) There is & bulkheeded area 1,300 feet long et the northeast corner of Target
No. 90,36-755. Eight warehouses nearby may be used for oil storare,

(f) Just to the north of the bulkheaded area is a fueling wharf 1,700 feet long.
There are railroad and road connections to this wharf,

(g) Another bulkheaded area used as a coaling wharf is 3,300 feet long and lies
just to the north of the fueling wharf., A rellroad spur and nearby coal
storage facilities serve this coaling area,

(h) ‘harf loceted at the south side of the entrance to the dockyard is 450 feet
long. This wharf is probably used for unloading material used in drydock area.

(1) Wharf, located just inside the eastern entrance to the dockyard, is 1,100 feet
long.

(j) To the east of the drvdock area is the Cutfitting and Repair Basin, with
railroad spur tracks, warehouses, outfitting and repair shops, snd numerous
meintenance-type buildings around its sides.

(k) The Supply Basin is directly to the east of ths Cutfitting and Repalr Basin,
It is surrounded by supply and warehousing facilities.

(1) There is shallow Boat Basin to the east of the Supply Basin.

{m) Southeasst of the Boat Basin is & reported destroyer base and submarine unit.
This area is believed to serve as a local patrol boet headquarters, A wharf,
820 feet long, is located on the seawerd side of the mole that forms the
northwest side of this reported base. A quay, 1,330 feet long, is located
on the seawerd side of the mole that forms the southwest side. & small wharf,
20 feet by 200 feet, is on the south side of the entrance to this area.

VOLUME OF SHIPPING

Judging from past observations based on photo coverage, the smallest amount of
shipping that may be expected to be present at any one time at this harbor is as

follows:

Inner Harbor Nays

Moored in Strean: 1 DD (TERUTSUKI Class)
7 escorts 2 DE
1 0DD L SS (small)
1 DD Drydocks
1 APD escorts, submarines, PT boats
2 18SM FEast of KYUKI SAKI

; 1 FT 3000 tons or more 3 carriers (camouflaged)

Qutfitting end Repair Basin Southeastern AINOURA WAN
5 SS; possibly 2 large, 3 small DD (TERUTSUKI Class) -
3 escorts forward turrets off
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KEY TO ANNOTATIONS ON PHOTO OF SASEBO INNER HARBOR AND VICINITY
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IMPORTANCE

As a whole, SASEBO's industry is concentrated around, and related to, its

shipbuilding, ship repeir, and naval activity.

Production of naval ordnance and

small naval reconnaissance planes is on only a secondary scale, but serves to add

to the overall importance of the area,

Name:
Target No:
Coordinates:

City, Town,
Prefecture:

Landmarks:

Flying Hazards:

Production:

Physical
Description:

The following taresets are of significance:

SASEBO NAVAL DOCKYARD
90.36-752
33910'N., 129°43'E,

SASEBO, NAGASAKI Prefecture

(a) Located at the head of SASEBO Inner Harbor at the west end of
the city of SA3EBO.

(b) The shipyard occuples the shore along the northwest corner of
the narbor between the foot of several hills and the water-
front.

(¢) It 18 marked by two L-shaped docks forming a large ship basin
in the form of a letter "C" projecting out from shore.

Hills with an elevation of 1200 feet one mile inland of the target.

Products - Extensive building and repair facilities. Submarines,
destroyers, and crulsers are known to have been launched.

Volume - As of November 1943, its capaclty was estimated to be:
one vessel of 40,000 tons, one vessel of 20,000 tons, and two
vessels of 3,000 tone or less. Annual tonnage was placed at
30,000. It is indicated that possibly a 40,000-ton battleship
was to have been completed before the end of 1943,

Per cent of Total Output of this Product - 12% of the known build-
ing capacity of JAPAN'as Navy Yards. 30% of the total repair
capacity of JAPAN'g Navy Yards.

The SASEBO NAVAL DOCKYARD 1s contalned in an area 1760 yards long
by 500 yards wide, stretching along a concave waterfront at the

northwest corner of SASEBO Inner Harbor. It contains the following
facilitles:

Drydocks - Six graving docks of concrete construction with stone
facing used for both construction and repair., Their dimensions
from west to east:

NUMBER SIZE CAPACITY CRANES
(] 475' x 100! DD 2 small
5 700' x 110! CA 1 small
4 825' x 125" BB 2 traveling
2 1050' x 200" Any Ship 3 traveling
1 400' x 100! DD 1 medium
3 §50' x 100! CL 1 medium
Bullding Ways - Three bullding ways, their dimensions from west to
east:
NUMBER SIZE CAPACITY CRANES
1 3607 x 75! D or 93 1
2 570' x 90! CL or DD 1
3 §70' x 90! CL or DD 2

One large "C"-shaped fitting out Basin, 1830 feet by 1170 feet,
enclosing about 49 acres of water with berthing room for 10 to 12
large ships alongside.

Buildings as follows - 20 large bulldings in excess of 300 feet by
100 feet which include: Pattern shop and Foundry, Sheet Metal
Mill, Power Plant, Mold Loft, Machine Shops, Warehouses, ete,
About 30 medium bulldings in excess of 40 feet by 100 feet which
include shops, stores, offices, etc. Approximately 110 small
bulldings, less than 40 feet by 100 feet, which include shops,
stores, maintenance buildings, etc. See annotated photo on
SASEBO Inner Harbor and Vicinity for bullding identificationa.

On the basis of photo coverage as of 21 April 1945, the yard was
occupled with the construction of submarines and PT boats and
repairs of DD's, ¥YM3'g, and APD's,
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Coordinates:

City, Town,
Prefecture:

Landmarks:

Flying Hazards:

Production:

Physical
Description:
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Coordinates:
City, Town,
Prefecture:
Landmarks:

Flying Hazards:

Production:

Physical
Description:
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SASEBO NAVAL ARSENAL AND ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
90.36-758
33°10'N., 129%42'E,

City of SASEBO, NAGASAKI Prefecture

(a) The target is located along the western part of the city on the
waterfront, at the head of SASEBO Inner Harbor.

(b) It 1s immediately back of a large "C"-shaped boat basin and
1200 yards west of the SASEBO River.

Hills rise gradually back of the waterfront.

Products - Integral part of dockyard. Belleved equipped to outfit
and repair all tyves of naval craft, produce ship's englnes, tur-
bines, boilers, machinery, guns, gun mounts, shell casings, air-
craft engines. Reports emphasize malnly repair work, Section
labelled as Hydrographic Office reported converted to an arsenal.

The NAVAL ARSENAL AND ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT cannot be serarated

from the NAVAL DOCKYARD AREA, A large portion of the heavy ordnance
and engine works 1s located on the eastern arm forming the "C"-
shaped ship's basin. In this area the following buildings are
present: Five large heavy equlipment shops in exceas of 250 feet by
100 feet; two additional larze shop or storage buildings; five medium
8lze bulldings in excess of 100 feet by 60 feet, and seven small
bulldings less than 100 feet by 60 feet in size.

The balance of the target is located in the area
shaped basin. It includes three large buildings
feet by 150 feet; three medilum size buildings in
by 60 feet, and 43 other buildings less than 100

inland of the "C"-
in exceas of 300
exceas of 100 feet
feet by 60 feet.

See annotated photo on SASEBO Inner Harbor and Vielnity for bulld-
ing identifications.

SASEBO AIRCRAFT FACTORY and SASEBO EAST SEAPLANE STATION
90.36-834
33%09'N,, 129945'E,

SASEBO, Prefecture of NAGASAKI

Located at the mouth of HIU GAWA, three miles southeast of the clty
of SASEBO and two miles northeast of SA3EBO NAVAL AIR STATION,

Hills 200 feet nhigh 500 yards from plant. Hills 1800 feet in ele-

vation three miles to the north.

Products - Asseables small naval observation planes and probably
does complete repair and overhaul to fleet airecraft. Produces
parts and does sub-assembly work.

NOTE - Development of storage facilitles (plus additional confir-
mation from POW reporta) makes it very probable that this area
1s functioning primarily es a supply depot, which i1s in line
with the chief function of the SASEBO area, and not as an alr-
craft plant.

The plant occuples a filled-in area at the west side of the river.
It 18 a medium slze target with the following buildings:

NUMBER DIMENSION USE
8 o' x 90! Hangar type
5 165' x 135! Shops
1 240' x 120 Shops and storage bulldings
1 Large Administration building
1 120' x 60! Power plant
1 290' x 135' Storage bullding
25 - 30 3mall Miscellaneous

A large area of looase stores 1s north of the bullding area. Loose
stores are scattered about the shop buildings. Additional storage
and shop buildinge are northeast across the HIU GAWA, Several small
docks and ramps are along the waterfront. (3ee photo).

ZASEBO EAST SEAPLANE 3TATION — A seaplane station with emall ramps
at the south end of the target provides ample beaching facilities.
No alrcraft nave been observed at the target in recent photo
coverage. It 1s believed that the statlion functions only as an
auxiliary area witn limited repalr and maintenance facilities.
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SASEE

P

SEAPLANE RAMP
SASEBO AIRCRAFT FACTORY .
and
SASEBO EAST SS
Sortie 3PR-5K132-41-21BC,
11 April 1945.
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Name:
Target No:
Coordinates:
City, Town,
Prefecture:

Landmarks:

Flying Hazards:

Production:

Physical
Description:

KAWATANA FACTORY OF THE SASEBO ARSENAL
90.36-2021
33°04'N., 129952'E.

At KAWATANA on the northern edge of OMURA WAN in NAGASAKI Prefec-
ture.

(a) ng plant is situated on made land extending south into OMURA

Ve

(b) The KAWATANA GAWA emptles into OMURA WAN along the west side of
the plant.

Mountainous terrain surrounds the area in all directlons except to
the south. Approaches from the south are over OMURA WAN,

Products - Reported manufacturing aerisl torpedoes; in particular,
Type 91, Modiflcation 3.

The following building ldentifications are from POW gources, and
are believed to be reliable (see photo):

ANNOTATION NO. BUILDING

Cookhouse, dining hall, ete.
Electric parts shop

Torpedo parts shops
Sub-agssexbly shops

Final assembly shops
Torpedo storage buildings

DO A0

OMURA wan

KAWATANA FACTORY OF THE SASEBO AHRSENAL
Sortie 3PR-5W132-2-21BC, 11 April 1945.
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Name:
Target No:
Coordinates:

City, Town,
Prefecture:

Landmarks:

Flying Hazards:

Production:

Physical
Description:

AINOURA STEAM POWER STATION
90,36-1603
33%12'N., 129°39'E,

AINOURA, SASEBC ares, NAGASAKI Prefecture

(a) On the east shore of SASANO URA, one mile northwest of the

town of AINOURA and 250 yards east of- a peninsula jutting into
the head of the bay.

(b) Bounded on three sldes, north, west, and south, by water,

Low hills 100 feet to 200 feet in elevation surround the power
station.

Products - Electricity

Volume - Capacity, 30,000 KW in 1939, reported 50,000 KW in 1940-41,
One of five principal stations in West KYUSHU network., Primarily
serves SASEBO NAVAL BA3E district.

The plant occuples a rectangular area 800 feet by 975 feet. A coal
storage area gerved by a traveling overhead crane 800 feet long and
180 feet wide occupies the northern part of the plant. A gquare
boiler and turbine - generator main bullding, 180 feet on a side,
18 located next to the east end of the coal yard and connected to it
by an inclined conveyer. Two tall stacks occupy the narrow space
between the main building and the coal yard. A transformer yard
330 feet by 60 feet 1s located in the southeast corner of the plant
south of the power bullding. The central part of the area is occu-
pled by five connected 50-foot by 60-foot bulldings which probably
contaln the water purification apparatus. The southwest corner of
the area is water area now being filled in by cinder.

“SALT WATER/Ame—
TREATMENT

AINOURA STEAN PONER STATION
Sortie 3PR-oN132-41-21HC, 11 April 1445.

10
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SASEBO OIL STORAGES
90,36-765
33007'N., 129°42'E,

SASEBO Harbor, Prefecture of NAGASAKI

Three storage sites on the west shore of SASEBO Harbor as follows:
Two sites on the shore of a small bight two miles southwest of the
city of SASEBO and two mlles due south of the Navy Yard. One site
on a point of land marking the west side of the entrance to SASEBO
Harbor and southwest of the Naval Air Station.

Hills 520 feet in elevation, rise one mlle west of the target.

Fuel storage.

There are three separate fuel storage areas - one tank farm and two
underground storage spaces. The tank farm consists of four, posei-
bly five, tanks on the north point of a small bight on the west
shore of SASEBC Harbor. These tanks, on the basis of photo cover-
age as of 30 April 1945, are not in use; two of them are belng
dismantled. A quay and fuel transfer area hsving 25 to 30 small
buildinge extends north along the shore from the tank farm. Around
the bight, between the farm and the adjacent fuel site, are a group
of partially burled, camouflaged tanks.

Across the bilght from the tank farm is an underground storage area
extending along the west shore of the harbor south of the tank farm.
It is marked by two "T"-ghaped bunkerling plers.

On the weet side of the entrance of SASEBO Harbor is an underground
storage area on a small peninsula. The site consists of a rectan-
gular pler and pumping statlon area having 10 to 12 medium and small
size buildings. No tanks are visible, but the surface 1s marked by
a rectangular pattern of tralls,

YOKOSE OIL STORAGE
90, 36-1835
33°05'N., 129°42'E,

Town of YOKOSE, NAGASAKI Prefecture. *

Located on the south shore of SASEBO KO, three miles south of the

SASEBO SEAPLANE STATION, and 2% miles east of the entrance to SASEBO
KO.

Hills rise to an elevation of 1,000 feet one-half mlle south of the
target.

Fuel storage.

Cn the basis of a 50-foot tank helght of buried tankage, egtimated
tankage capacity is 4,500,000 barrels.

Nine circular patches 250 feet in diameter on a hilly peninsula.
Patches are sparsely covered with vegetation in contrast to surround-
ing area, Have the appearance of recently filled-in sreas. One
square concrete bunkering pler to north of area measures 90 feet on

a side. 9ix other small pilers are scattered along tne north shore.
Area is marked by very prominent pattern of roads and buried pipe
lines. For location of tnls target see mosalc of SASEBO KO and
Approaches.
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DEFENSES

City of SASEBO, Prefecture of NAGASAKI

Located on the east shore of 3ASEBO KO, one mile south of the city

of SASEBO, and two miles southeast and across the bay from the Navy
dockyard.

Hills reach an elevetion of 1800 feet three miles northeast of the
target.

Products - Munitions and fuel storage; torpedoes and mines adjusted
and stored here,

NOTE - It has been established that the torpedo and mine depot
listed by AOF as Target 90.36-757 1s actually located within
Target 90,36-762. Thus, 757 is omitted.

Sixteen large and 60 to 70 small bulldings along the waterfront of
the irregular eastern shore of SASEBO KO, Revetted buildings and
underground adite are strung out along the snhores of the area.

Concrete quays and shop-type buildings are concentrated at the north
end of the area. Concrete blast walls indicate munition loading
activities,

The munition storage area lies to the south, where two large under-
ground fuel tanks are also located.

See annotated photo on SASEBO Inner Harbor and Vicinity for area
identificatlions,

Defense concentratione for all KYUSHU are shown on the KYUSHU "Defenses and

Airfields" map.

For defenses of the 3ASEBO Area, see photo mosalc of "SASEBO KO and

Approsches showing Defenses as of 20 June 1945."
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KEY

‘ Heavy Anttaircraft
Dual Purpose (Twin Nount)

Dual Purpose (Single Nount)

&  sutomatic Anttatreraft

é Nachine Gun

‘ Coast Defense (Heavy)

ﬁ Coast Defense (Nedium)

‘ 6 Adutomatic Antiatrcraft (Empty)
s Heavy Anttatrcraft (Empty)

& Searchlight

Py Fire Control Radar

.  k1én Frequency Direction Finder
F

Medium Frequency Direction Finder

SASEBO KO

MIZUSHIRI HANA "
KYUKI  SAKI ¢
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SASEBO X0 and Approaches
showing Defenses
as of 4
20 June 1945 " # x
Sortie 3PR-5N-180-I¥-21BC, 30 April 1945. & =
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