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In the matter of the beatings of Cpl. Howard W. Browning and Pvt. (FNU) Tussing by Cpl. Seizo Nagakura, Supply Corporal, known as “The Mad Corporal”, at Fukuoka Branch Camp No. 3, Kyushu, Japan, in February 1945.

Perpetuation of Testimony of Harry Brunivtz, Corporal, ASN 32023157.

Taken at:


308 Connell Building, Scranton, Pennsylvania

Date:



28 May 1946

In the Presence of:
Benedict J. Fitzgerald, Special Agent, Security Intelligence Corps, Third Service Command.

Reporter:
Gertrude Stahler, Stenographer, Scranton Sub-Field Office, Security Intelligence Corps, Third Service Command.

Questioned by:
Benedict J. Fitzgerald, Special Agent, Security Intelligence Corps, Third Service Command.

Q.   State your name, rank, serial number and permanent home address.

A.   My name is Harry Brunivtz, Corporal, ASN 33023157. My permanent home address is 883 Mount Vernon Street, Scranton, Pa.

Q.   Have you recently returned to the United States from Overseas?
A.   Yes. I returned to the Unites States at Seattle, Washington on 18 September 1945.

Q.   Were you a prisoner of war?

A.   Yes.

Q.   At what places were you held and state the approximate dates?

A.   I was a member of the Air Corps Ordinance attached to the Fifth Interceptor Command when I was captured on Corregidor on 6 May 1942. I was placed on a ship that took me to Manila and then marched to Bilibid Prison where I remained for approximately two and one-half months. From there I was taken to Camp No. 3 Cabanatuan where I stayed until August 1944. I was then taken to Fukuoka Branch Camp No. 3, Kyushu, Japan, where I remained until 25 August 1945, at which time I was liberated.

Q.   Are you familiar with the circumstances of the beatings of Cpl. Howard W. Browning and Pvt. (FNU) Tussing by Cpl. Seizo Nagakura, Supply Corporal, known as “The Mad Corporal”, at Fukuoka Branch Camp No. 3, in February 1945?

A.   Yes.

Q.   State what you know of your own knowledge about that incident.

A.   Sometime in approximately February 1945 at Fukuoka Branch Camp No. 3, Kyushu, Japan during an inspection of American prisoners of war by the Japanese guards, Corporal Howard W. Browning and Private (FNU) Tussing were taken from the formation and for no reason that I know of, were beaten by a Japanese Corporal. He slapped them, kicked them, and beat them with a club or cane. After beating them in this manner for a while, they were put in a very torturous position. They were made to cross their legs and sit on them, remaining in this torturous position for more than an hour. They were placed in such a position that when they were finally allowed by the Japanese to get up, they could not stand on their feet for about seven hours afterwards. No medical treatment was given them by the Japanese. The American prisoners of war gave them what aid they could. Cpl. Browning was beaten regularly – about twice a week.
Q.  Do you know who was responsible for the beatings of Corporal Browning and Private Tussing as described above?

A.  I do not know the name of the Japanese Corporal who administered these beatings, but he was known to us as “The Mad Corporal.” He was about twenty-six years of age; approximately 5’7”, 168 pounds, wore glasses. He wanted always to show his authority in front of a group of men and at such times beat the Americans. “The Mad Corporal” always carried a club or cane with him with which he beat the prisoners. The Mad Corporal’s home was in the vicinity of the camp in the Fukuoka Area.

Q.  Do you know the name or names of any other Americans who could give further information about the above incident?

A.   Yes, Corporal Theodore Braxtor, 1429 Washington Avenue, Scranton, Pa., could give further information about the above incident. Braxtor was also beating by “The Mad Corporal” on several occasions.
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Harry Burnivtz, Corporal, USA
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I, Harry Brunivtz, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, state that I have read the foregoing transcription of my interrogation and all answers contained therein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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Harry Burnivtz, Corporal, USA

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
  29th   day of    May    1946.

David Landon


Notary Public
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In the matter of the atrocities and mistreatment committed by unknown Japanese at Camp Cabanatuan, Camp No. 1, Cabanatuan, P.I. from August, 1942 until July, 1944.

Perpetuation of the testimony of HARRY BRUNIVITZ, Private, ASN 33023157

Taken at



:
Room 109, Elks Club, Scranton, Pennsylvania.

Date



:
15 March 1947.

In the presence of

:
Don B. Berntson, Special Agent, CIC, 2/Army

Questions by


:
Don B. Berntson, Special Agent, CIC, 2/Army

Q.   State your full name, grade, serial number, and permanent home address.

A.   Harry Brunivtz, Private, ASN 33023157, 883 Mt. Vernon St., Scranton, PA.

Q.   Of what organization were you a member?

A.   I served with the 724th Ave. Ord. at the time I went overseas. Following the fall of Bataan I served with the 4th Marine Division until the date of my capture.

Q.   State the date and place of your birth?

A.   28 January 1919 at Scranton, PA.

Q.   Are you married?

A.   I am single.

Q.   Please state your civilian occupation.

A.   I am presently unemployed.

Q.   What was your civilian occupation prior to service in the Army?

A.   I was with the Giant Markets, Inc., Scranton, Pa. as, a shipping and receiving clerk.

Q.   What education have you had?

A.   I left school upon completion of 8th grade.

Q.   When and where did you return from foreign service with the Army?

A.   29 September 1945 at Seattle, Washington.

Q.   How long were you held by the Japanese as a Prisoner of War?

A.   6 May 1942 until 10 September 1945 at which time I was liberated by our U.S. Forces.

Q.   Where did the Japanese capture you, and where were you taken following your capture?

A.   I was captured on Corregidor on 6 May 1942 following which I was taken to Bilibid Prison, Manila, P.I.

Q.   Was there any mistreatment of Americans between the time of your capture and the time you arrived in Manila, P.I.?

A.   No. The Japanese were too busy herding us to Manila and into Bilibid Prison.

Q.   Where there any atrocities committed at Bilibid Prison to your knowledge?

A.   Not at the time that I was there.

Q.   When did you leave Bilibid Prison, and where did they take you?

A.   I left Bilibid Prison about 1 June 1942 and was taken to Camp No. 1, Camp Cabanatuan, Cabanatuan, P.I. After we had been at Camp No. 1 for two weeks three young Americans were executed before a firing squad after they had endeavored to escape. These three Americans were members of the 59th Coast Artillery at Ft. Drum, near Corregidor. My barracks was located about 80 yards from the scene of the execution, the scene of which was just outside of the prison fence. I witnessed the execution from my barracks since the fence was constructed of barbed wire and I could easily see everything that occurred on the opposite side of it. The Japanese compelled these three Americans to dig a common grave about waist deep following which a firing squad shot them as they were standing in the ditch. The squad then marched up to the ditch and fired a “:mercy shot” into each body. I do not know from what states these Americans came or their names. A Japanese Colonel MORI was Camp Commandant at the time of the execution.

Q.   Can you name any other Japanese who were involved in the aforementioned incident?

A.   No.

Q.   Can you describe the three Americans who were executed?

A.   No, except for the fact that none of them were more than 20 years of age. I think that there were two brunettes and one blonde. The blonde boy had wavy hair, but I do not recall as to whether or not the brunettes had wavy hair. All of the three boys weighted about 150 pounds and were medium build. All of the boys were approximately 5’8” in height.

Q.   How long was Colonel MORI commandant of that camp?

A.   Colonel MORI left Camp No. 1 approximately 1 June 1943 at which time he went to another one of the islands.

Q.   Were there any other atrocities committed by the Japanese at Camp No. 1 during the time that Colonel MORI was commandant?

A.   There was a lad by the name of Corporal GIBBS, (home unknown) who was detailed to work on the air strip at Nichols Field. He was beaten all over his body and in the head by a Japanese civilian overseer who was nicknamed “Pistol Pete” because of GIBBS’ not putting out enough work. “Pistol Pete” was nicknamed as such because he always carried the pistol and used the butt of it on any American who did not put out enough work or for any other reason known only to “Pistol Pete”. GIBBS was beaten so badly that they had to remove him to Bilibid Prison where he died twenty four hours afterward as a result of a brain hemorrhage.  *Andrew R. Gibbs, 60th CAC died 27 Sep 42.

Q.   Can you describe “Pistol Pete”?

A.   I would say he is about 5”4” or 5’5”; weight, 140; head shaved; no glasses; medium build; slanted eyes; stout face; medium sized ears; medium sized nose.

Q.   Can you give me “Pistol Pete’s” real name?

A.   No.

Q.   Can you name any other American who can reflect information on the aforementioned atrocities?

A.  Yes: he is NICK MOGA, Jr. (or Noga), who is from Cleveland, Ohio. I think that he operates a bowling alley and billiard parlor there.

Q.   From what organization was GIBBS?

A.   60th Coast Artillery.

Q.   Can you describe Colonel MORI?

A.   Age, 55; height, 5’3”; weight, 115 or 120; slanting eyes; I believe he wore dark rimmed glasses; white hair; frail-looking; normal sized nose and ears; had a very military beating.

Q.   Where there any other atrocities committed under the command of Colonel MORI?

A.   No, not that I know of?

Q.   Was there any mistreatment under his command?

A.   At the time I left for Japan in July, 1944 there were supposed to have been 3,600 Americans buried at Cabanatuan as a result of Mistreatment under the command of Colonel MORI, and under the succeeding commander.

Q.   How many of the above numbered Americans would you say died as a result of mistreatment under the command of Colonel MORI?

A.   I would say between 2200 and 2500 Americans.

Q.   Of what did the mistreatment largely consist?

A.   Mostly overwork with small amount of rations. There were also numerous beatings administered to our men.

Q.   Can you name or describe any of the Japanese who administered the severe beatings?

A.   One was nicknamed “Donald Duck”. He was about 32 to 34 years of age; height, 5’4”; weight 125; shaved head; no glasses; medium build; medium nose and ears. He was believed to be a Taiwan. He worked as an overseer on farming details in Camp No. 1, Cabanatuan. Not a day passed without “Donald Duck” beating and American for reasons known only to himself.

Q.   Can you name or describe any other Japanese who administered severe beatings/

A.   “Minnie Minnie” was another Japanese who severely beat Americans. We called him “Minnie Minnie” because whenever he supervised work details and he gave orders he would always precede the orders with “Minnie Minnie”. At  times he would say, “Minnie Minnie Speedo” if he wanted us to work faster. His age was about 35 years of age but looked younger. He boasted to us that his age was 35 because we would never believe him since he did look younger. He was about 5’4” in height; weight, 130’ shaved head’ no glasses; small features.

Q.   Did either “Donald Duck” or “Minnie Minnie” beat anyone into unconsciousness?

A.   No, not to my knowledge since they were ordered not to beat us to the point where we could not work.

Q.   I neglected to ask you the age of “Pistol Pete”.

A.   He was about 35 years of age.

Q.   Who succeeded Colonel NORI at Camp No. 1?

A.  A Japanese Lieutenant. I do not know his name, and he did not have a nickname. He was about 40-45 years of age; height, 5’9” or 5’10”; weight 180 lbs.; straight black hair combed straight back with no part; no glasses; large features.

Q.   Were there any atrocities committed under his command?

A.   Yes, there were a couple of executions. I should say there were three separate executions.

Q.   Did you see these executions?

A.   No, but I heard the shots.

Q.   Did you see the bodies following the executions?

A.   No.

Q.   Why were the men executed?

A.   Each had tried to escape.

Q.   Do you know the names of the men executed?

A.   One was an American Indian from Oklahoma, another was a young boy from the 31st Infantry, and I cannot describe the third lad.

Q.   Describe these boys.

A.   The American Indian was about 26 years of age; heavy set; weight, 165; height 5’6”; no glasses; olive complexion; had black hair prior to being shaved. I believe he was in the 60th Coast Artillery. The young boy was about 24 years of age; height, 5’7’; weight 135; blonde wavy hair; no glasses; small features.

Q.   Where were the homes of the blonde boy and the third boy mentioned?

A.   I do not know.

Q.   Where there many beatings under the command of the Lieutenant who commanded Camp No 1. Following Colonel MORI?

A.   Yes, when the Lieutenant would make inspections and a beating of an American was being undertaken by one of his men he would just stand and watch without interfering. I never say the Lieutenant beat anyone himself, but on the other hand he would never stop his men from beating any of our men.

Q.   Can you give me an approximate date of the executions carried out under the command of the aforementioned Lieutenant?

A.   They occurred approximately 1 ½ months, 2 months, and 12 months respectively following MORI’S departure from our camp.

Q.   Can you tell of any other executions in Camp No. 1, Cabanatuan?

A.   No.

Q.   Can you tell of any other incidents aside from beatings, short rations, and overwork at Camp No. 1, Cabanatuan?

A.   No.

Q.   When did you arrive in Japan?

A.   About 1 August 1944.

Q.   Where were you stationed there?

A.   Fukuoka, #3 Camp.

Q.   Did you see any executions there or hear of any there?

A.   No.

Q.   Was there mistreatment there?

A.   Only beatings and solitary confinement as well as overwork and short rations.

Q.   Who did the beating?

A.   Sentries, but I cannot name any of them since they were changed about every two weeks so that we would not get acquainted with them and do any dealing with them.

Q.   Who was commanding officer of that camp?

A.   Major RICKITAKI. To my knowledge all of his aides as well as himself have been sentenced by out Army since I have already testified as to mistreatment at the aforementioned camp. I gave my testimony to Mr. FITZGERALD, Special Agent, Counter Intelligence Corps, at Scranton, PA about October, 1946.

Q.   Do you have any more to say concerning atrocities of mistreatment in Cabanatuan?

A.   No.

Harry Brunivtz

Pvt. ASN 33023157
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State of Pennsylvania
)


)   SS

County of Lack awanna
)

I, Harry Brunvitz, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, state that I have read the foregoing transcription of my interrogation and all answers contained therein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Harry Brunivtz

Pvt. ASN 33023157


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
15th
 day of 
March
 1947.

Donald B. Berntson

2nd Lt., MI

Summer Court Officer

Jane Pfahler (sp)

Witness

C E R T I F C A T E

I, Donald B. Berntson, Special Agent, CIC, 2nd Army, certify that on 15 March 1947 personally appeared before me Harry Brunivtz, Pvt., ASN 33023157, and gave the foregoing answers to the several questions set forth; that after his testimony had been transcribed, the same,  Harry Brunivtz, Pvt., ASN 33023157, read and affixed his signature thereto in my presence.

Donald B. Berntson

2nd Lt., MI

Summer Court Officer

Place
:
Scranton, Pa.

Date
:
15 March 1947









