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Tos~ Allied Authority whom it may concemm,

Prom:- Wing Commander G , Matt hews, R.A.P.

2 Senior B ritish Officer P,0.V.
AN MIY ATA (Pukuoka 9) Kyushm, Japan.
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Subjeots- MNALTR E ATMENT OF PR ISON ERS OF WAR BY
MLEVIS SANL SAEANOTO, CAMS COMEANDA
LIA TA CANF , AND BE tr EANT KU HIHAR;
iXd in Comn A
’

the above officer and NOO,, of the J anese
egainst B ritish, Duteh, Americen, an
-prisoners of war at Miyata Camp and Pukuokas

o 1. Without exageration it can be stated that
T texrror, combined with their direct contravention
T almost every clause of the G eneva Convention of 1929

se ver est ment that can be meted out,

the Camp Commandant obviously received
r lotest instructions to tre at the prisoners well, but
ite of this, several cases of beating took place after
Avgust 1945. With reg axrd to maltreatment during the war
is evidence to show that the Japanese authorities at

ka were aware at least of the reputation of It, Sakamoto,
but they deliberately close 4 their eyes to his misdemeanours
a8 he was obtaining results in the way of production of

veg etables and in keeping up the output of coal.

B ritish Officers of the 3 ser vices left Zentsuii in
ha on 25-60‘5- and arr ive 4 in M4 yata on 26,6,45,
Yy were informed on arr ival by the Commandant through the
apenese Interpreter, that if they failed to obey orders they
would be bayoneted to death., T he following day sll these
officers were ordered to word and the day after that they
commenced agriocultural work at the mine farm, which involved
leaving the Camp at 0700 hrs. and retur about 1745 hrs.
seven days out of ht, During the first % or 4 days in
Myata Camp these o er s were subjecte 4 individually to
& ser ies of beatings by the guards with rifles, stioks, fiste
and feet, for the most trivial offences, or for no offence at
all, doubhon on the instructions of It, Sakamoto with the
1dea of lic the new officers into shape. The gusrds were
drawn from the 195 R egiment: some of them were of the lowest
mmmaom.hboﬂ , knowing that
could not retaliate, Inoiden , we have never yet
seen any orders which set out the rules and regulations of

‘li'hhdq-

T he ‘ is a u:l.ooﬂm of some of the worst cases of

ill-treatment for all of which SAKAMOTO must be held

Te sponsible and in some of which KURTHARA was direotly involved,
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It ‘is pointed out that these cases apply only to British
personn el; the Dutch prisoners-of-war in this Camp have
bee n treated as badly or even worse, on various occasions.
The individual items which ®ollow are given under % headings
viz: Those witness e d by officers ex Zentsuji at Miy ata,
those witness e d by officers ex Taiwan at Miyata, and those
by officers ex Fukuoka at Fukuoka N o, 1 Sub-Camp,

A. (1) BY ZENTSUJI OFFICERS. Officers have throughout their
e re been orxrdered to work, in direct contravention
of the G eneva Convention of 1929, and, we were
informed at Zentsuji, directly contr axry to the
instruetions of the Japanese P,0,W. Information Bureau,
which controls the treatment of war prisoners, The
work the officers were forced to do was not confined to
farm work but included loading sacks of rice and coal
for the Camp (eldexrly officers up to 59 - some with
hernia being selected for this) moving pit-props at
the mine, and emptying latrines in the Camp. Much of
the work was supervised by boys of 16 or upwards who
carried sticks and were. continually using them, The
work was carried out almost -invariably at high pressure,
The only English spoken by some of the guards being
"Har ry up". Officers had to work in water in
paddy-fields which caused many cuts and sores which
‘took weeks to hesl up. -

(i1) ° Although not under the control of SAKAMOTO the food
quéstion must be mentioned here. O fficers were
allowed 360 grams (13 ozs) of rice and 190 grams(630z)
of flour per day. The work was so arduous that this
r ation (approx. 1900 calories) was quite insufficient
and during their first fortnight here the Zentsuiji
officers lost an aver age of 2¢8 Kilos (6,16 1lbs), and
the TFukuoka officer s 4.5 Kilos (9.91bs) per officer.
No extr a food could be obtained but work could have
be en reduced. Se veral applications to the Japanese
Interpreter for this to be done we re ignored.

(iii) In spite of protests to the Japanese Interpreter all
Japanese Militery em® civilians, were permitt ed To
administer corporal punishment for any offence, real
or fancied. -

- i

(iv) A1l Japanese, including boys of 16 had to be seluted
at all times, even in the dark.

(v) H ospital patients and cripples received only 360 grs.
(130z) of rice per day.
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(vi) On the 6th August SAKANOTO
of the Japanese dootor and
discharged from hospital.

hardly stand,

attend ed

(viii)Major P.W., William P owlett M.C., was severely deaten
with the flat of the butt, and the butt end of s rifie

for falling to salute a guard the after arrival in
‘the Camp. When the senior officer myself) protested

against this he was kioked in the stomach by the guard
commander who had ordered the beating,

(1x) aten on the head and body

reporting the number of officers leaving the Camp as
a working party. His report was correct., His head
was split open behind the eAar, and one rid wWAS orsoked,

(x) It, ¥ eville Simpson had his eardrum pierced by a blow
fm n Ml ’ '

(x1) Major I.S. Graham susteined a similar in on the 19th

August 1945, after we had been notified of hs cessation
of hostilities.

(xi1) Just prior to 7th August 19'4‘5 the ¢ suffer ed
mzim of 108 4in the rice nuon.-’ .

C Staff
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informed that they n;'o all to be beaten decause
thomiororfuuhﬂuttqtdtommo-

Gomd. (SAXAMOTO) to make a complaint. A u?uﬂ
was made that the sick and elde officers (two of

59 years of age) should be all to fall out,
This was refused. All officer s were ordered %o
assume the on the hands down sition snd they were
beaten on the posterior with

les by FURIHARA assisted ®
who m .bm ‘0 pins.,

the general opinion that this was carried out by
orders of SAYAMOTO , so that he would not dbe
worried by ooqld.n&l from the prisoners,

ase of thob:zm

if their
Officers received 3%-10 strokes

an inoch or 8o,
ived severe bruises on hip-

(2411)0n the 17th Aug. after the cessation of hostilities
4 Datoh O.R 's. were beaten in the above manner by

Cpl. KFURTFARA for making susic in their huts,

(x1v)On oned oco asion 5 officers received contradictény
order s regarding falling-in for a work party.
arr ived a few minutes late on de it
Yoodoook, R .E . was att no¥ed

sivilisn member of the staff who
s fist on s ohin necessitatine 2 stitohes,

Seioper Cowlink was' then atinoked with a saw and
his cheek deeply out,

(zv) Thile naked in the bathroom on 5.7.45. Ompt .
J.H., Walsh was attacked by the guard commande
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Abrasions were caused on the mouth and muach blood
1ost and also swellings on the head. Reason glven
was that this officer had not saluted quickly
enouzgh. Capt. Walsh 1S 50 years of age.

(xvi) Also on 5.7.45. the same guard comd. for allegedly
the same offence attacked Capt. S.A. Lambert

(aged 48) who was sick in his room. The guard
ricked him in the aBdomen and off his feet. When
struggling up he was again attacked. Capt.
Lambert was in great disiress for 4 days after the

occurrence.

(1) BY OFFICERS EX-TAIWAN. On 11th June 1945 Capt.

c e, senior olficer of the Taiwan party was
badly beaten by a guard for being late in saluting. |
He was beaten for 45 mins. He fainted twice and |
whéle unconscious he was badly kicked about. He
was then put into a cell in guard-room where he was
hit on the head with sticks by the guards. He .
fainted again and when he came to he asked for water.
They flung a bucket of urine over him. Capt. |
Rafcliffe was in hospital for 2 days after this
occurrence. He was Senior British Officer in the
Camp at the time.

(Report att ached marked A.)

(14) Tieutenant E. B. Thomas and F. FN. Furness were
brutally beaten with sticks and the flat of a |
bayonet while working on the farm, Capt. Radcliffe
accompanied these officers to the Japanese office
on return to the camp to protest about this
treatment. Their protest was overheard by the
Camp Comdr., ( SAKAMOTO ) who without waiting for
any explanation came into the general office and

attacked all three of ficers with his fists saying
that they had not worked hard enough. ‘
(See reports att ached marked B and C.)
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B A3 OFFICERS EX-FUXUOKA.
was brutally attacked by Lt.

(1) Lance-Rombardier CFEIITON
1 Sub-Camp. The ¥CO. was

SAKAMOTO at Pukuoka Fo.
beaten until he fell down. SEKAMOTO then xicked him
in the body and behind the left ear until the NCO lost

consciousness,
(Report att ached Marked D.)

Prom the behaviour of Lt. SAXANOTO and Sgt.
two varying types

YURIHARA it is observed that they are

altpough both appear to be consumed with hate for the

Allies and are therefore the l1ast persons 10 be in
SAKAMOTO was promoted

authority over
very in the field and obviously has
don'- b 1' 1.11-

is better e
has many high sounding phrases
m dangers outside the Camp, but

prisoners fro
vt to control his violent tempe
more Red Cross food supplies than any other
had a stock in the building in

ed, and he was observed by

onsuming a tin of meat a
for the prisonora-ofﬁnnr.
given Red Cross butter, me
HARA's brother has
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rcm Junaﬂi’end 191'5 d;;i-'.lat mr’ldng o'ut on the Parm P .
" wery bedly beaten up by a guard named Yama, as I refused %c

an American Red crou Cigarette, I was a‘m on
- flat of his dr awn bayonet sever al times my
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on the back and forearms until blood was lr-n.
m%m” my -amms sndmy hegr- :

Wmorsnmunm 1Lk |

order that a complaint could be Iade to the Ni
E‘of the working party. but who was not presen
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T was also struck acrose the left ear with a thic

4

impaired. i
On the returm of the Party to Camp I was orlerol b Ml

Camp Office along with Lt., Thomas, and the Dutoh

anult.

- h-"_—--—_'--

3 Cept. Bndoliffe was ulrlm h:la report to the Set. 'h‘ll ﬂ. h
Commandant, Lt. Sakemoto came into the office and before any

explanatiorn could be given he proceeded to strike all “
British Officers present and when his temper had diec d
he stated that Lt., Thomas and myself had been beaten bec
m‘.l.d not work, and if we didn®* t work he would g:l.v

‘lemn&dthﬂ—fwthemthofm was prese 1
Authorities with 50 Nizarettes for being a hard mr.r qp tm
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Witness:™ .... T.'i}‘f :...u.....;.-...ﬂlpt- R. &

(Simior Eritish Offlotr).
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R_EPORT ON BEATING OF OFFICERS BY CAMP COMMANDANT,

~_______ On June 22nd 1945, when working on the farm .
by a guard named Yama, who thrashed my bare baolr'_ t'“ Svtacked 5
and raised many bloody weals. .On return to the '0'1 h‘lc:;:boo

"7 T "RAa@€liffe, the Senioxr British OfTicer in the © v : —
at the beating and who had re ceived several bm &msﬁg,igzgﬁ:gad L

~ - -to-report the-matter t*o©—the Camp Commandmmt direct.  Capt. Redt 110 fe—
Mr. Purness, whose head had been split open by the same i

Euprd, and I |

. .. went to the Nipponese Office, accompanied by the Dutch Interp' o

Capt. Ra@éliffe then started to make his riport to the Wip o:::zr. Tl

Sergeant; there was much interruption from other Nipponese ¥o0's. |

wmh'M'WM‘MWmUE ,“which attracted the attention - ——
of the Camp Commandant. Capt. R aétliffe endeavoured to explain

- ——%the position - _ -although he must have seen -my lacer ated —)
back which had been bared for exhibition, his only action was to
atr:l.lt’e c. _t", R&_ﬂb_]-ifﬂ_. !?‘_._ Purness, and myself Viﬁlmt'ly in our ]
faces, and to say that we would be punished if we did not wor- :
hard, Capt. Raééliffe received about € heavy blows in tne face
—and My, -Purness-and -I-about 4y-  He then dismiseed us, His —
attack was quite unjustified, and he did not listen to the
____complaint either before striking us or afterwards,
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" 7 Witness: - .....I.......J.......l...@agt. Vil
(Senior British Officer).
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- REPO ; mON, P.
- OF-ILT-TRE ATMENT OF NO. 1614712 L/BDR. CHILTON, X.
5 DURING CAPTIVITY AS P,0.W. IN JAPAN.

T8 amPe -~ Pukuoka P,0.%,- Camp, the-undersigned officers
B:Zr:mwl;"tnfza:ziio a brutual assault on the nbon-mentiomf;mt
———— 1JR 4r, Ghilton by the Camp Commandant, Sakemoto, L%.  J/T7Re
Chilton was marched into the ca:ng before the COmma:i ant, '; i
s thereupon att acked him; and inci entally other m"m‘;ir- over the———
" working party, with a bamboo pole md'ﬁats.*heatin;h m-o R
hesd end body until he was felled to the ground, A Gag -

< —————%hen ¥icked him in the body, and finally kxicked him behind his

t then
- until he lost conciousness, The Commandan
I ---———i;zr:?%uo_lippomn guards to pick him up and carry him invo &
the hut and throw him on the bed. : g
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e L EE (Camp Comdr) Sakemo " chal) \
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At about 1900 hrs, on the 11th June 1945 I was sitting in my
roon writing up the officers work book for the following day. -

- Lievts I H --;-—B;*—I&okwjo_:ﬂj_mmw_'}%?__;
would not be going out to work the next day. . I was mquc'&o“_
| .

__ the particulars of this officer, my back was towards the wir
<7 when a mentry walked past the window outside the imt.  As

ocoupidd writing, I was a little late in saluting him, Put;-_f-ﬁi;ﬁ

— ——

© ——

——— “galute. The sentry called all the officers of the room outsio.
althouzh all The officers with the exception of myself had saluted
——pYOmp 'y snd correctly,;andbeat—them- sticks; He ~
beat me far AS.minutes. During the time he was beating me he was
shouting to_the BR.0.R'S., in the next hut that I, their Captain, - -
was no good and had not saluted him. I was so badly beaten up I
fainted twice , and during the faints T was badly kicked about,.
——— " After my beating 1 was put in Jail, wheére “I"was béaten over the ‘
head with sticks by the sentries. I fainted in Jail and after
_— asking - for-water as -}-was in- a- very -weak-condition,-one of the - |
sentries ot a bucket of urine and flung it over me, That was |
|
!
|

I
|

211 the water they would give me. I was in such a bad conditiom
that 1 had to go into hospital for two days after this treatment,
I complained to the Camp Commander through the Nipponese Interpreter

——— —pbout—this treatment, and -also to the ese—sfrfe%nt lailorg but
d not liste O CO aints._ vas *
it was of no use. 'l'hey woul mp and this is only :

Senior B/ritish Officer in this Camp at that time,

|

'''''' " one of the numerous unjust beatings I received tnthis Camps |
——— (e e - o e et | PR TR R i *_['.."‘T--ujf ey B TR e MR b e - el
/-' ;ff-{ﬂé' —"ff/# < 0‘ t- Rn A-

senior British Officer. i
. A c.al ) | ! ool Rl
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