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Qe Were you captured by fthe :.Lparaaﬁ and made a pziﬂﬂnam-@% e
when and where?
Ao  Shimushu, lorthern Kuriles Islands, Ji
Q. At the time of youws capture of whet uni'E liﬁ“ﬁaaﬁb ajﬁn
A.  Y7th Bomb Sq. (Hed.), mm qm St
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At the Japanese lorhern Army , at Bazyﬂ
I was held 3 weeks in jail uall.

repeatodly concerning my nrganizutian md m
sbout 10 June 1945 1 wa g denled food fnr. Q Re
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three days, during which ¢ I was asked if It
to say. 1 was under the rge of two u&pm
whose name weas Sami Yama’, was about o 1'.;11.,,
wore horn-rimied glasses and spoke l1ish sl .J._
other wes called Captein latsumoto¥ a bout 30 ;.-_
5'6" weight 140 l’ns, fairly fluent in Eﬂgliﬂ;
ker. L feel sure this punishment was aziggug.
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E-J:J;-J;: IJ"I the T'ia'l.-tpr DF trl;l:

nistreatment

of .4151,;;‘1 Clifford 8. Mehelich and e Perpetuat,
":zj.le ~H§ SONers ::;i‘ War at Sappiro F‘;tinciié Clifford 5
trom July 21, 1945 to September 12, 19)5. fnzign 511 0 hﬂ3 11;9,.

- Tk
el B Galeraine, lmnesota
Date; . |
July 23, 19k7
In the Presence of: ;
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". et -I"-—-J-I-I-F l.'ll

i/Sgh Herman ¥, Hoffmamn, 6,
U' 5 m R&L‘-I’ﬁiﬁ- T i T -;_',:"'
Grand Rapids, Iﬂ.m:mssr.;v‘1=a;;_fﬂ'=HE'!r
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Wie dabe and place of your birth and of what country mﬁ*

"‘-*'-*i-‘-":.-' 29, 1923, Grand Rapids, ¥innegota W '
1iited States of Ameriea ‘ e
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Wnat educational institutione have you attended aﬂ!&“’l;!u r‘-

Greemway High 3chool, Coleraine, Minnesota, U
tagea Junior College, Coleraine, Minnesota, |

&% what place were you employed prior o entering
nature of your occupation?

Student. Zmployed ons sammer by the Oliver 1K _
as a laborer.

What is your marital ptatus?
Harried, _ .
On what date did you reburn from overses :g"" }..-
September 28, 1945. 9o
Were you a prisoner of war?l

Yae.

Seppiro POW Camp, Holkkidao, rm
What unit were you with when ca
Mr Group #i, Task Force ‘Jﬂi ngtals,
State Lhe date, uirmmtmc#_ >ann :. '
on July 15, 1945, we were eni n an atback
peninaisat SokiloREER
VELRg 00 poun mGE . .
Sucond Glngﬂ Srnogt J, Davis OL° AU
Salt City Lake, Utah, Wa were ;: ; -"‘I
gawr fit. Vs dove on a Prisug e
Imtary and pulled up nuq-‘lm
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made a sieve out of the plane, The port wing was afire and the engine was missing
taen flew out to ses, in an easterly direction, approximately 25 miles, and made a safe

crash water landing. The time was approximately 11,00, Ho one was
crash. It was five days before we were captured. urt or killed in the

Q. State what you did from the ttneynucraahlaudedmrhﬂmmnap‘bnﬂd?

A, We camouflaged our raft, conserved our water, but had no food. We did as little as
possible to conserve our strength, The first da;s’tedrankmaaantamuifta:t&;
days after that we only drank three ounces a day. We tried to do a 1ittle fishing
and sailing, but both proved futile. On the evening of the third day, we began
row toward shore because of lack of water. Hie rowed until 11 o'clock on the third
day, at which time Radioman Dorich was completely exhansted, and he
help to us. At noon of the fourth day we cut the bottoms out of 211 but one of the
rafts, keeping the blue part, sinking the rest, which left us with one raft, Gumner
Davis and I started rowing about three in the afternoon
«e rowed contimually until daybreak, the morning of the 20th of July, We were then
about 500 yards from shore. There were merchantmen passing us to

t our camouflage must have proved effective, as they didn't see
to row untlil we were about 200 yards from the shore, and we could
ing boats along the shoreline, Tharensamnicanfgninghanktnsm,haingm-
tured by boats or rowing into shore, and being captured by civilims, I and
ordersd the crew to row into shore. ¥e met some civilian fishermen on the way, and we
tried to use sign langnage to explain our position and lack of water, During the
process, wWe were struck, and when I bent down, I received a blow across my head,
which kmocked me into the water. Previously, I had ordered the crew not to use their
firearms, As I returned to the surface, the men were firing upon the fishermen and
the Datile was on. During this sikirmish, Radioman Dorich was killed. Gumer Davis
and I swam the last 100 yards to shore, followed by the fishermen, who probably en-
tertained some fear of us, as they allowed us to crawml up into the mountaingide inte
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cover. We lay in the underbrush until approximately 16004 at which time Japanese -
¥iljtia arrived and captured us. They treated us with fairly good courtesy wpon 3

cz ture. lic were both led to the seashore, blindfolded, and were taken zboard a
suall boat, at which time I received medication for my wound. We arrived at Sappire
POH Camp on July 21lst, znd Gummer Davis and I were put in solitary confirement, where
we remzined until we were released from the camp, We were mistreated only through the
lack of food and wzler. Tie were not allowed to take a bath bui under the circumstances
was likely. While at the Prisomn Cazmp they tock me to 2 doctor; who cleaned out my

wound and stitched it up. I lost about L0 pounds while in camp. The officer who
questioned me at the camp Was nmmed Matsomolo, and whose rank was equivalent o a
ptain in the U, S. Amy.
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I, Cliffe~. 5, Mehelich, of lawful age, being duly sworn on ozth, state that I have read |
*.:.E: f:reguingtranm—;p%imufﬂintermgt&m and 211l answers contained theredin are '

true to the best of my knowledge and belief, " W

Subscribed and swom to before me, this Y & day

Ky commission expiress: ¥ )
CEETIFICATE

I, Berman P, Hoffwmann, ¥/Sgzt DRML B3, certiiy that Clifford S. Mehelich,
E;E-Ea‘ﬂd befaramm’ﬂ#ﬂ:l?h? m:“l testified concerning war crimes; and
going is an accurate transeription of the answers givea Iy to the

set forth,

Baleraine, ¥imnesota
23 July 1947
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