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On this first day of October one thousand nine hundred and
forty~six, Lial Joseph Colbert of 115 Blair Street, North
Bondi, in the state of New South Wales, car salesman, make s
oath, and says as follows:=

1. As P.C. .62 Constable L.Js Colbert of the Royal Naval
Yard Police, . was taken PW in HONG KONG on 25 Dec 42, L
visited ITCHIOKA HOSPITAL between 1948~1945. I was in charpge
of a concert party. I visited the hospital on three occasions,
on each occasion I was there about four hours each visite

2e The hospital was a dressing room in a stadium, concrete
floors, divided into cublcles about five yards square in which
twelve men were yuartered, bedding consisted of one straw mat
and two blankets = the place was overrun with rats and vermina
Latrine sccommodation consisted merely of open ces8pools.
Patlents unable to wafk had to be carried out by their fellow
patients. There were about four water taps for about 160
patientss Conditions were very overcrowded, All patients
who could possibly walk were utilized around the camp, doing
the usual camp fatiguesa

Be Food was 120 grammes of rice per day. This was. occasion=
ally supplemented by three very small oatcakess A small amount
of vegetables = bamboo shootsy ecarnation leaves were also glven,
411 patients received the same diets Patlents cooked the food,
even though suffering from dysentery, diarrohea, anddiphtheria.
Complaints about the food were met with a reduction of the diet
and mass punishment,

4e Patlents had only one shirt, one jacket and one pair of
trousers, and no boots. A1l patients had no private clothing
as they were survivors of the LISBON MARU, Patients fashioned
their own footwear from pieces of wood, Vlhen clothing was
washed, patlents had only a blanke t to wrap around thems

5s Red Cross supplies did not arrive until Nov 43. There
was only & small supply, and the bulk of the parcels were issued
to the PsW in the working camps. Staff and guards helped theme
selves to Red Cross suppliess

6 Medical supplies were very short, consisting of a few patent
medicines, There were no surgical instruments. All patients

were suffering from malnutrition, The senior Japanese NO was
LT MORUSU, who visited the hospital dailye LT JACKSON, RNVR was
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[image: image2.jpg]the PW doctor; he was hampered in his work by the lack of supplies,
He often protested about the lack of supplies, and for his trouble
was beaten, I was told of these beatings by him, and also saw
him after these beatingss

Te The hospital was not a work camp, but they did all the

camp duties in the area, these dutles consisted of carrying coal,
vegetables, etc. emptying latrines, cleaning the Japanese quarters,
guard rooms, and sweeping the streets, Vorking parties were

called for as required. 1 was told by the patients that they

were frequently beaten for trivial offences whilst on working parties

around the camps

Be T was told by PETTY OFFICER ENNIFER, RN, that five men,
including himself were taken from ITCHIOKA to the Japanese military
hospital and used for medical experiments. He told me that the
experiments were made in the cutting of nerves with a view to
curing malnutrition disease in the legs and ankless Some of
these PsW diedas I was told by various PsW, including LT JACKSON
that numerous PsW dled at this hospital; in the first three

months about 52 died, and up till Mar 43, over 100 had died, As

I was merely a visitor, I did not witness any of the major

- beatings, which occurred, but I was often told of them,

9 A11 the history of this camp is well known to LT JACKSON ,
RNVR, who kept records. Constable WALTER NORMINGTON, Royal

Neval Yard Police of Salisbury Arms, TETSWORTH, Oxford, England
also knows of these happenings, a8 does LEADING WRITER BIGNALL, RN,

who kept all records in the campe

SWORN by the abovenamed deponent,
Tial Joseph Colbert, at Sydney,
this first day of October, one
thousend nine hundred and forty=

six v
BEFORE ME M A ik

A Justice of the Peacee





