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HISTORICAL SIMSWRY OF PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS IN JAVA, NET, 1942

1. I and my alr crow were taken Prisomera of War by the Japaneso
noar the town of Eendal, on the north coast of Java, sbout 15 miles west
of STMARANG, We were taken the afterncon of March 9 and kept under the
gunrd of mative collaborators that night, The following merning wa ware
sont to the Japanese barpacks in Semarang where we were questioned by the
G, 0, The questioning was mild and surprisingly unimportant, consisting
primarily of persomnal mtters - name, age, children, etc, The Japanese
Commanding Officer threatensd physical compulsion when 1 declined to an-
swer a question regarding recent bowbing activity, but was dissuaded by
the Totoh officor who waa acting aa lialeom for ua,

2. We were thon plven n choles of imtermment. The Jepanose force con=
sisted of only a platoon and was umable to spare any men for a priscn mmrd,
We could either go to the mative prison or be turned over to the Dutch
STEADTHACHT (Bomes Guard) for custody, We chose the latter, and the Duteh
commander was informed that if we escaped he and hia detachment would be
kKilled, The Duteh cosmander did not wish to lose his head nor to dooar-
cerate us, HBe asked us for our parcle to remain in the vicinity of the
building serving as quarters and office; we discusssd the matter and de=
clding it mus the most advisable procedure, gave him our parsle as request-
ed,

3. There was considerable civil troubls in the vicinity of Semarang.
With the quiek retreat and surrender of the Tutch, the matives proclaimed
their imalionnble rights to freedom as oxpounded by the Japanese propaganda
of Groeater East Asis Co-Frosperity Sphero and self-govermment for the aub-
ject populations that had besn under colonial rule, Mamy houses, bodegas,
and industries belenging to Oceidentals and Chinese merchants (also a credi-
tor olass) were burned down and there were mild disorders of ricting and
looting, The Japaness kept the locsl Duteh Heme Guard undor arms and to-
gether they restored the matives to their former status af a subject peaple,
About Mareh 20, s large force of the Japanese Army arrived as reinforcements;
they took over the local government and police functions and the Dubch wers
then relieved of their arme and put in jall, The & Americans and 2 Austra-
1ians wera sent to anothor camp at Magelang in contral Java,

4, ‘The food was plentiful and was well proparsd by the wives of tho
Duteh officers. It was our first contact, 3 times a day, with Dutch and
Javanese cooking, and while in retrospect it was magmificent, at the tine,
the seld broakfast, the etornal rico and wery hot seasoning were not very

appetising.



Tho Frisoper of War canp at Magelang was located in a former RREI Army
garrison, Officers were quartered in the ncn-commisaioned officers' quar-
ters, two or three to a formerly cne-man apartment. Enlisted personnsl wers
guartered in the barracks, Of the total of about 2,000 in the camp, there
wore 6 Americans, 3 Epglish and & Australlans. The remainder were nmoatly
Javanese who bad thrown sway their uniforms after the Japaneas invasion and
were now wearing the sative dross. They had turned themselves in as FOWe in
srder to obtain fron food and lodplng and to avail thempelves of any oppar=
tunities to serve to the anncunced oew army of passudo-Ires Juvn,

Conditions in this camp wore definitely the bost of any camp that I wans
in, There were ro work parties and the Jepansse left us alonp, The food was
plentiful aod healthful, being practlcally the seme ms that of the poace-time
RHEI army. Wo were qulte exhausted after the provious hactlis momths and the
month of rest and good food that we received in this camp went & long way to
restoring us to s fair condition of health, Te bad a limited library and
facilities for recreation and mthletics, but they were sufficlest to fill in
the tims we wore at this camp, Every afternsonm, the families and friends of
tho Duteh and matives were permitted to visit them and to bring them food, to-
baceo, books or practically anything that they might request, The two Japa-
nope officers in the cazp both spoke Englisk to e limited extent and wero al-
vays courtoous towerds us, As o general rule, the Japanese offioers snd non=
comminsionsd officers of the combat units were moro decent to FOWs than were
thoac who mever left the homoland, or were sent cut as parriscn troops rathar
then as combat troops.

The latter part of April, 1942, the FOFe of white or part white ancestry
were semt to Sosrabaje; the full-blooded matives were then releansd for tho
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SOERADLIL

Tho first camp at Soerabaja wns in the Janrmarkt (Falr Grounds). The
place was crowded when we arrived, with an estimated 4,000 Duteh, There
were about 25 Amoricaps from the 2nd Battalion, 131at F. A., Jbth Divisicnm,
captures at Scorabaja, and abeut 100 Eritish; mostly from tﬁﬂ daptroyers
Jupiter and Elsetra and a few FAF, The budldings wers all filled and wo
had to sleep en the opon ground. The internal admindstrstion was in the
hands of the Dutch and wea very inefficient and corrupt. The staff received
gquantities of food for themselves; and the spocial food for the hospital womt
to the pedical gtaff instead of the patients,

The food itself was mot too bad., It was, howewer, not feirly distri-
buted and was prepared with indifference and incempetence. All men of mll
ranks comneoted with the Mdtchons were extraordimarily fat, On several oo=
casions, the native troops rioted in the mess lino bocause of discrimimstion,

Work partios wore small and not wery severs, Those who went on them
wers able to make purchases from native vendors, thus making the asslgnment -
highly desirable,

Thers were fow books or epportunities for athletlcs, recreation or amuse-
mont., Washing facilities were very inadequate and camp was goperally filthy,
There was likewise considersbls friction beotween mationalities and boetwoen
oliques of the services of the mationalities, Morale wes bad and there was but
little spirit of cutual coopersticn or a unlted front against the Japunese.

mJnmuuwmnnmm,umwthmum
s0. FOWs wore rogquired to bow down, head ms low as the waist, as socn as the
guard approached within 25 yards and to hold the bow untll had pasped &
1ike distance beyond. Every man wao ordered to shout "Eirai® Attemtion) as
lond ae he could when he saw the guard, Any cne who did not comply or did oot
obviously display preper subservience was immedistely explainad his short-com-
ings with rifle butt and shoe,

The first part of May, m;nlwmﬂannumh;mrhrmhﬂ
tuilding, H. B. 5.5 this group included the British Navy Orowp, R.A.F., and
my alr crew,

About the latter part of July or first part of A p the Duteh wore all
concentrated in the camp at Jaermarkt and a1l Eritish (including Austrelisns
and Camadians) totaling mbout 2,100; Americans, about 120; Chinese, abeut 100;
satives, from Asbon and Mensdo, sbout 100; and a few clvilians of miscellaneous
pationality, were incarcerated im I, B, 5,

Houning facilities were better in H, B, 5, than at Jaarmarkt., The tulld-
ing was comcrete, and though the tile fleors without maltresses or blankets
pade a hard bed, we gould at least keop the rooms clean, Pathing facilities
wore poor consipting of merely a few drinking fountains from which wo could
splash water for a bath, Latrine facilitles wore fadlr, altheugh we conld not
use toilet paper, firstly because there was none, secondly, becauss it was for-

bidden to woe it Af coe bad anmy.



The food eituation steadily detericrated. Occaslonal issues of frult,
meat, and sugar gradually shrunk until practically non-exdstent. The break-
fast was o thin riece porridpe; lumch, one small roll; and supper, an inpuffi-
sient amount of bolled rice and o watery soup with several pleces of cucumber
apd mumercus grubs end worma, We lost econsiderable welght; the gmall tulk
of the food is demonstrated by the fact that the majority of men bhad a bowel
movement abouwt once every 7 to 10 days.

The dist, hyglene, tropiecal best, and 1lack of medicine soon brooght on
an outhreak of skin diseagpes. The sick eall waas very large, although deatha
wore fow, Serious cases were sent to the local hospltal, gti11 operated by
the [wteh, The camp hospital was far more efficlently and honestly run, al=-
theugh receiving less supplies and special fooda, than the ope at Jaarmarkt.

When the Duteh left, an FAF officer took over the camp; his sdmindstra-
tion was modiccre - deveid of initistive, force, and energy. He was somewhat
of an Americanphobe and discrimirsted in scne small ways against the Americans.

While at thie camp, the Jupamese conducted m fadrly thorough survey of
pilote, The physical test included obteining the Schneider index of each
pilot, ks measmmesments, and reflexms, The technicel questions wers naive
and nothing of any importance was asked; the average reader of pre-war Amori-
can daily papers and magaszines would have known the answers. As an exmmple,
from the gecret files of the Imtellipgence Officer's carefully guarded port-
folio, a page from a magaszine that I surnised to be TINE waa displayed for ud.
The written mtter on it wes cerefully covered up and we wore told to ddentify
the pieture, It was a cigarstte ad, Camels, if I recall correctly, showing
a test pilot riding a statlonary exercise bieycle with an oxygen apparatus.
The story 1 believe, mes that he would "supercharge” his blocdsirean with
oxygen before test-flying the reveluticnary P-32 {eirca 19797). He wae also
proving, fer an additional recompense, that Camels(7) did mot shorten his wind,
or impair his flying., The story asemed to fascinate the Japs and they slyly
anked us what the contraption was, Ome pilot roplied that it was a
slectric gemerator sot that all ground croms manned to light an airfisld at
night. Ancther replied that 1t was the way the pilots got thelr exercise so
they wouldn't have to leave the fie1d, T informed him all U. S, A, Mr Corps

a used them before every flight, All this was made o matier of record,
and evidently satisfied the interrogator.

other tests evidently measured mental, marual, and optical dox-
terity, They included rapid manipulation of a telegraph key, putting together
a jigeaw puzzle, sclvimg of 1ittle 4ricka and puzzles used to Aamuse adolescants,
rapidity in counting or segretating yarious forms such ms circles, ovals, and
squares, color testa, ete.

The pilots were kept {psommnicade during tho testa. There was, howedsr,
in each group, an understanding to glve as widely divergent anawers as poasible,
Fe found that in dealing with the Japs, It was betier to mive a quick though
r4dionlous answer, which they usually accepted, than te refuse to answer, which
invariably brought domm severs physical pund shment and ceercien, To judge by



the remarks scme of the interrogatore made after the above examination, they
were quite frustrated and disappointed, One remarked to the effect that
Allied pilets were uneducated imbeciles and physical wrocks. There was sppa-
rently no counter-reference system in their lotelligence in Java nor amy fol-
low-up nor compétent analysis,

For recreaticn, there were n few books and cheas sets; sany passed the
time playing bridge; in the school yard, there were frequent games- soft ball
for the Americans, soccer for Dutch and Eritish, and cccarionally boxing.

The lattor part of Ogteober, 1942, orders were recelved for 100 Americans
to lesve within 10 hours, This included all able-bodied and smme comvaloe-
cents. We went by train to Batavis where we were placed in a camp for tlree
days awaiting shipment to Singapore.. Colonel Searle, F. A, with a few Ameri-
can assistamts, were in this camp sssisting in the recording and evacuation
af FOWa. He did much for us, such as obtaining extra food; and his presence
echanced the morale of the American Unit,

Abeut the last of the monmth, we ezbarked on a Japaness freighier. TWe
were on the bottem of the holds, with Japaness cavalry enrcute to Burma on
the mezzamine of one, and officers and sick on the balcony of the other, The
conditions were the worst of the entire imprisorment. The heat was suffocat-
ing, there was no ventilation, sanitation facilities very inadequate, no bath-
ing, ard everybody was filthy, and the food wes poor. At nights,
the Japanose troops would get drunk and throw beer bottles down on the FOils
bﬂnu,quhtt.hﬂintharm'huﬂ;qtﬂadhmupthl ladder. It was
so crowded in the holds that the men had to sit up or lie cn top of each other,
After two deys, dysentery broke out and was beginning to reach epidemic pro-
porticns by the time we reached Singapore.

We were at Sinmgapore for a month, confined at CHANGI, the former Eritish
Army Station, A large group of Americanz from the U, 5, 3, Houston and 13lst
F. A, We practicolly had awtonomy within the confines of the spacious camp,
good bathing fecilities, but barely sdequate housing and food. A small smoumt
of Red Cross helped a bit., The month's stay did mch to restore ua after the
trip from Batavia,

About the first of December, a group of 90 Americans, 300 English, 900 Tutch
and 600 Australisns were put mboard the Kamskure Maru for Japan, The men slept
on the promenade decks, officers in foyer and corridera. Thoe food was wery poor,
but the fast ship and plenty of fresh air made it far better than the trip from
fatavia, The last two days of the trip brought suffering frem cold and rein,

On December 7, we anchored in Nagmsakl Bay, where 300 wers put ashore - all the
imericans and about 210 Emglish, We were sent 1o o small island in the barber,
to work in the dock-yards of Enmsminami Companmy. <he camp Was about & mile amay,
designated az Pukucks No, 2, and already peoapled by 1,000 Americans,

and Doteh,
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