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From: -  The Commanding Offieer.
Toz The Chief of Naval Personnel.
vias (1) Commander Submarines, SOUTHNEST PACIFIC.
(2) Commander ALLIED MAVAL FORCES BASTNG WESTERN
AUSTRALIA '
Subject: Lisutenant (junior grade) Earl Ray Brewster, ChC-¥(S),
U.S. Haval Reserve - iﬁ.ssing in Action. '
Reference: (a) Article C-7002(1) BuNav Manual.
_ (b} Article 2170(9) BuSandiA Manual.
Reference (&) Inventory of Chaplain Brewster's effects.
1. The sﬁbject officer was transferred from this vessel,

then in Manila, P.I., to the U.S. Naval Hospital, Canacaoc, Cavite, P.I.,
on Decenber 1, 1941, diagnosis fistula in ano.

2. On December 10, 1941, this vessel departed from the
Manila Area.
| 3. , Patients were transferred from the U.S. Naval Hospitsal,

‘Canacao to the U.S. Army Hospital, Sternberg on about December 7, 1941,

b Merbers of the Staff of Commander Submarines, Asiatic
Fleet, who were left in the Manila Area and were at that time cccupying
the Enlisted Men's Club in Manila, state that Chaplain Brewster reported
there on about: December 15, 1941, that he was given-orders, "To report
to the Commanding Officer, U.5.S. CANOPUS for temporary duty and further
transfer to your ship®”. After consultation with Staff of Commander in Chief,
Asiatic Fleet, and before these orders were complied with they were canmcelled and
orders were issued te Chaplain Brewster, "To report to any Army or Navy
activity for further transfer to your ship". The Army or Navy activity was
designated verbally as the Philippine Girls College, Seven Day Adventists,
at Caloocan where patients had been assembled from various points. Chaplain
Brewster left the Enlisted Men's Club on or about December 20, 1941, to carry
out these orders.

- 5. Copies of orders mentioned in paragraph four (4)
are not available. The substance was quoted from memory from Ray A. PETERSON,
DI(P4), U.S. Navy, and Ronald J. STAFFORD, Yle, U.S. Navy, both attached
to the U.S5.5. SARGO and now serving on the U.S.S. HOLIAND on the Staff of
Commander Submarines, ¥.S. ASIATIC FLEET.
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Subject: . (fﬁeutenant {junior grade) Earl Ray BREWSTER, ChC-V(S)
.U.S. Naval Reserve - Missing in Action.

6. Enclosure (a) is an inventory of the effects left
in the ¥,S.S5. HOLIAND by.Chaplain BREWSTER when he was transferred to
the U.S. Naval Hospital. These effects will be retained on board until
directed otherwise. S

7. | Infarmtic:i”reqzzired by reference (a) is as follews:

{a) Earl Ray Brewster.

gbg Lieutenant {(Jjunior grade)

cj - - ‘

(a) Rosella M. Brewster - wife.

(e) 919 ¥C® Avenue, Coronado, California.
(£)  Not notified.

{h) Base pay $166.67 - Rental $60.00 - Subsistence $36.00
(i) Rosella. M. Brewster
? (3) 919 *C? Avenue, Coronado, California.
’ ) (k) National Service Inswrance amount unkncwn -
. allotment to Veterans' Administration $7.90.
- Cpther allotments - Bank of America $10.00
, Rosella M. Brewster $175.00
Navy Hutual Aid 13.01
. A11 allotments deducted 1 May 192,
(1)  On active duty.

forces in Bataan and Cerregidor it is certain that Cheplain Brewster is
‘missing and it is very possible that he is5 a prisoner of war. By copy of
this letter the Disbursing Officer, U.S.S. HOLLAND, is directed to comply
with article 2170 (9} of BuSandA Manual. ,

} 8. in view of the.above and the surrender of United States

‘ o : P. BE. PENDLETON.

Gopy ter - -‘

e gisb -Off L 4 HO 2 - N
| g : - Supply Officer, U,S5.S. HOLIAND. - "H.5.5. HOLIAND
‘ . o 30 May, 19%2.
} e | EBECEIVED THIS DATE:
| _ 5 Pat Roney,

) ¥

} CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY:

J. &. Callaghan, .
Lieut-Comdr., USNavy.

Lieut Jjg SC USKR
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BRONZE STAR MEDAL

E

BARL RAY  BREWSTER

For distinguishing himself by meritorious conduct while de-
tained by the Japenmese st Prisom Camp Mo. 1, Cabsnatuem, Philippine
Islands and at Prison Camp No. 2, Davac Penel Colony, Windanao,
from 2 Jenuvary 1942 to 4 February 1945. At Cabamatuan, Cheplain
Brewster set a splendid example of courage and fortitude for his
fellow prisoners. Although his stremgth ebbed comstantly as 2
result of starvation andexposure, he ministered to the sick,
provided moral and spiritual leadership for the men, organized
deily Bible classes, and held inspiring religious services.
Shortly eafter he was moved to the Davao Penal Colony, he developed
beri beri, which caused endless snd stabbing pains te his feet
and legs so that he was tnable to leave his bed in the crude hos=
pital. XNo sedatives were available, but in spite of the constant
pain, he kept his cheerful, exemplary abtitude. Although his
actions ceused him borturous suffering, he soon got to his feet
and began holding religious services for other patlencs in the
hospital, bringing hope and courage to the hearts of his compenions.
His heroic conduct and service throughout were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the Naval Service.
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NAVY CHAPLAIN CONDUC’T’E SERVICES IL\T Iﬁ;PleE-SE\PRIS

:;LTHOUuh SUFFERING FRCM NE*;B,,ST‘&RVMTION LND- Bf_RI BERI%M@“

Suffering Irom near starvation and beri-beri but du“yrﬂg nain, a
Javy chaplain, Lleﬂtbn:mf (junicr grade) Earl Ray Brew Tstcf, U S.l\«.R‘, still
wzs able to bring “‘hope and courage to the hearts of men’’ while impriscned
in the Philippincs, & Marine Corps officer, Major Jack kau, U.S.M.C:, who
home addrcss is 1206 20th S'tl“t,bt Detroit, X‘\mg_n}z%&n rclqtnd in o written
account of the hercoic conduct on the Navy ch\bl in’§ part.

rn

Chaplain Rrewster’s wifc and children who live at 919 “‘C’’ Avenue,
Coronado, California, last w e X wore notifieé-that he had bccq frecd after
being detained in a Jepanese comp from the time of the foll of the Philippines
in May 1942 until the iiberaticn of the Davao Penal cclony in Mindanao in
February., Cthl&m Broewster, 40, was attached to the USS HOLLAND, &
submarine tender, when the Pl iliamqw Tul and was taken prisoncr then.

When first interned at Comp Number COhe ot Cabanntuan, where the

chaplain and he werc *orether, NMajor Hawking said: ““Choplain BRrewster wes

our fricnd and counsclor and a constant source of good cheer and hope. He

minlstcrcd to the sick, organized a daily Biblc class and every Sunday delivered
2 sermon which was sbsolutely inspiring.”’ His efforts werc endless, Major

Fr, 7kins Lok“; though his physicel strength ebbed constantly os 2 rvsm: of the

starvation they all were enduring.
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ster Chaplain Brewster and Major Hawkins with others were scnt

el
tc tnc camp at 1rf1nd_:1m..o. Enroute by Japancse ship during the i1 -d-?ﬁ trip to

sevao, th e m—-w ‘suffered from exposure ond the mszh:vzblb CTOW
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Not long after their arrival in tm camp, Chaplain Brewster
developed beri-beri. ‘‘He suffercd endless stabbing pain in his feet and legs
and he was unable to get up from his bed in the crude hospital. He kept his
cheerful attitude throuﬁrh hlS suffcring. Finally he showed improvement and
we marveled when we found him on his feet holding religious services for the
other suffering patients in the hospital,””said M:mr Hawkins.

“When I cscaped with other members of our party,” wrote the

- Major, “‘we left Chaplain Brewster still improving, still Wﬂl{mg, still def

ing pain, still bringing hope and courage to the hearts of mend’

. Chaplain Brewstcr is 2 native of Sacred Heart, Cklahoma, and was
crdained in the Mcthodist mrnst"y in October 1934 by BLsnoo James Connon, Jr.
4t the time he entered the Navy he was pa stor of & church at Santa Paulg,
California, and formerly had held pastoratcs at Galt, Berkeley, Willows and
Ventura, California.

Tour other Navy chaplains still are detained by the enemy including
Lieutcnant James E, Davis, U.S.N., whose mother, Mrs. Grace E. Davis, lves
at 13 ZD St *xth hvenue, Venice, California; Licutenant Francis J. McManus, U.S-N
whose mother, Mrs, /nna McManus lives at 6907 Hough Avenue, Cleveland,
Ohio; Lieutenent David L. Quinn, U.S.N., whose wife, Mrs. D Cl‘utﬁ*T Davis
ozum rz,swlbs at 311 Chesepeake, Chrisfield, Maryland; anc L ieutcnant




Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives-

S
P
N - — S - -
b g e e oo i e i, = 4+ mee St e i e« o _
X IS
| « .
ol e : ) ot
Ky = e :
& .

at

T‘IC”‘D"‘I‘L R. T an, U. S 1\1,, WhOS\, WlIL, Mrs. M?,bel Eliza ba,th Trump lives &
1592 East Mound Street COIurﬂous Chio. S L

(Pho-‘gograﬁh’s a:val.lablsz, Pictorial Section, Office of Public Relations.)
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